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OUR JOB AT OZARK BIBLE COLLEGE AS 1 SEE IT--by Paul T. Butler, Dean of Admissions,
In order t o be dead-center regarding our purpose we need to ask honestly and forthrightly, "What are we trying to produce? [Why are we here-just t o have a large group or t o
train and grow together in service? Our study is to present the message that is vital that we
might develop into better servants for our God.] The answer comes from the Bible itself around
which our entire curriculum revolves.
In the Apostle Paul's first and second letters to Timothy we find an inspired and an
eloquent expression of what the evangelist's job must produce. Our end product must be a
specially equipped evangelist. [Every Christian should be an equipped evangelist,] [ 1's are
mine--da nny camp.

8.

1. Whose aim is love issuing from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.
1Tim. 1:5
2. Who will be committed t o waging the good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience.
1:18
3. Who will urge supplications and prayers for political leaders in order that the Gospel
may be preached. 2: 1ff
4, Who will know how brethren ought t o behave in the church of God and be able t o lead
in selecting elders and deacons. 3: 1ff
5. Who will be able t o instruct the brethren about deceitful spirits and doctrines of
demons. 4: 1-5
6. Who will have nothing to do with silly myths. 4:7
7, Who will train himself in godliness. 4:7
8. Who will so command and teach that no one will be offended a t his youthfulness. 4: 1 112
9. Who will set an example in speech, conduct, love, and purity. 4: 12
10. Who will attend to public reading of Scripture, t o preaching, to teaching. 4: 13
1 1, Who will practice the above duties, who will devote himself to them, so that all may
see his progress. 4: 13
12. Who will be able to treat properly younger and older men and women, instructing
them. 5:lff
13. Who will know how t o properly make public rebuke of persistent sinners. This he
is charged to do in the presence of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels.
5:20 Who will not be partial. 5:21
14. Who will not participate in wrong doing. 5:22
15. Who will take care of his physical condition. 4:8, 5:23
1I;. Who will teach and urge proper human relationships with the world. 6: 1
17. Who will shun materialism. 6:3-10
18. Who will aim for righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness and gentleness.
6:l l f f
19. Who will charge the rich in this world t o do good deeds with their riches.
6:17
20. Who will avoid godless chatter and contradictions of what is falsely called
knowledge. 6:20-2 1

1

2 1. Who will kindle a spirit of power and love and self- control in
himself. 2Tim, 10:7
22. Who will not be ashamed of testifying of Christ. 1:8
23. Who will take his share of suffering for Christ. 1 :8
24. Who will follow the pattern of apostolic sound words. 1:13
25. Who will guard the truth. 1:14
26. Who will be strong in grace. 2:l
27, Who will commit the Gospel to faithful men who shall be able to teach others also.
2: 2
28. Who will shun encumbrances not relative t o service for Christ. 2:3ff
29. Who will be able t o charge others not to dispute about words. 2:24ff
30. Who will be able t o handle aright the word of truth. 2 1 5
3 1. Who will purify himself as a vessel for the Lord. 2:21
32. Who will shun youthful passions. 2 2 2
I’*

In order t o accomplish this task of producing a specially equipped evangelist, we must
work with a variety of individuals. In the twelve apostles our Lord equipped we find
representedthe types of individuals who live today:
-Peter--impetuous, loud, over-confident, rough and ready t o fight.
-Simon the Zealot--political right-winger
-Matthew--social outcast
-Thomas--melancholy, dubious, heel-dragger
-James 81 John--ambitious, reactionary, sectarian
-Philip--inquisitive but dense
-Judas Iscariot--complainer, criticizer, thief, traitor
-Paul--Pharisaic, intellectual, cultured, zealous
- Nathanael--guileless, naive, impressionistic

All the apostles had some of the following characteristics:
provincialism
sectarianism
pride
spiritual dullness
ambition
impetuosity
materialism
However, we must always keep in view what the Word and presence of Christ made of
them (with one exception). They became the most capable and effective evangelists he world has
ever known. As we expose ourselves to the Word of Christ in the classroom and the presence of
Christ in the lives of our teachers and the atmosphere of our homes may we produce an army of
evangelists t o infiltrate our world with the transforming power of the Gospel.
by Paul Butler, adapted by Danny Camp
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INTRODUCTION TO I & II TIMOTHY & TITUS

DATE:

"Paul wrote I Timothy in the year 62 or 63 A,D. after release from Roman imprisonment,
while he was somewhere in Macedonia. Very shortly after, in the same year, Paul wrote t o
Titus. Upon'his second arrest, while in the Roman prison In 64-68 A.D., probably in 67 A.D.,
he wrote the last of his letters, 2 Timothy."
Tor the benefit of those who read these words and do not know the background of Paul's
epistles we present a brief outline of their composition. Before he was imprisoned Paul
wrote:
1. On his second journey he wrote from Corinth the epistles of 1 and 2 Thessalonians.
II 1,

2. On his third journey he wrote 1 Corinthians from Ephesus; 2 Corinthians from
Macedonia, possibly Philippi; Galatians and Romans from Corinth,

3. While in prison in Rome for two full years he wrote the following letters: Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon.
4. After his release he wrote 1 Timothy and Titus. After his second arrest he wrote
2 Timothy. Anyone is free to disagree with the time and place of the writings of these letters.
All we say is that we have decided after two decades of study, that this is the most reasonable
arrangement."
"PAUL'S LETTERS TO TIMOTHY & TITUS" by Don DeWelt, College Press, page 15

OCCASION
I TIMOTHY 3: 14- 15
"These things write I unto thee, hoping t o come unto thee shortly: But if I tarry long,
that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the
church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. And without controversy great is
the mystery of godliness God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels,
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory."

II TIMOTHY
"Three things seem t o have led Paul t o write this Epistle:
1. His concern for Timothy as he was confronted by the false teachers of his day.
2. His desire for fellowship with his most trusted and faithful co-worker.
3. His need of the cloak, books, and parchments which he had left a t Troas."
-Introduction t o New Testament-Thiessen
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TITUS
"Three thing seem t o have led the Apostle t o write this Epistle:
1. The condition of the work in Crete.
2. Titus' need of instruction and encouragement,
'. 3. The going of Zenas and Apollos to the island."
Op cit p. 266

PURPOSE AND PLAN OF EPISTLES:

I TIMOTHY:
"Paul seems to have had four main purposes in writing t o Timothy:
d'

1. To encourage him to oppose the false teachers.
2. To furnish him with these written credentials of his authorization by Paul.
3. To instruct him as to the manner in which men ought t o conduct themselves in
the church.
4. To exhort him t o be diligent in the performance of all his ministerial duties."
Op cit p. 263

II TIMOTHY:
"Paul undertook to relate his own experiences and expectations and t o encourage and
instruct Timothy. After the salutation ( 1:1-3) he:

1. Appeals for brave adherence to the Gospel( 1:3-18) & for steadfastness and
endurance in the work.( 2: 1-1 3)
2. Gives instructions concerning Timothy's personal and ministerial conduct. (2: 1 4- .
2 6)
3. Warns concerning the grievous times that are coming. (3: 1-9)
4. Urges Timothy t o follow his example. (3: 10-1 3)
5. Encourages him on the ground of his early training.(3: 14-17)
6. Appeals for faithful preaching of the Word in the light of the coming apostasy and his
approaching martyrdom. (4: 1-8)
7. Expresses his longing for fellowship, (4:9-18) and sends greetings (4: 19-22).

TITUS:

Paul's purpose here is much the same as in 1 Timothy. After somewhat extended
salutation ( 1:1-4)t he:
1. Urges Titus to complete the organization of the work in Crete (1 :1-5).
2. Instructs him as t o the qualifications required of elders (1 :6-9).
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3. Insists that a strong stand be taken against false teachers. (1:lO-16).
4, Informs Titus how to deal with the various classes in domestic relations (2: 1-1 0).
5, Explains how such a life is made possible (2: 1 1-1 5).
6, Encourages the teaching of good citizenship(3: 1-2).
7. Indicates why believers should live like that (3:3-8).
8. Wdrns Titus against false teachings and teachers (3:9-1 1).
9. Speaks of his plans for the future (3:12-14).
10.Sends greetings (3:1 5).
Op cit P. 266 & 267
AUTHOR PAUL iN ALL THREE.,.
4 \.

I TIMOTHY:
He signs the epistle...1 :1
Sent to Timothy 1 :2
Usual greeting used by Paul 1:3
He plans to come t o Timothy shortly 3: 14-15

...

...

...

II TIMOTHY:
Paul signs it...1 :1
To Timothy...1 :2
Paul had given Timothy the supernatural gifts...1:1 1
Paul is in prison...1:8
Author is the apostle t o the Gentiles...1:1 1
Luke is with him(regu1ar traveling companion) ...4:1 1
i

AUTHORSHIP OF ALL THREE: (taken from Gareth Reese’s class on “Introduction t o the New
Testament”)

1. Paul signs all three.
The biographical notes speak of being once a blasphemer and persecutor ( 1 Tim.
1 :1 2-17), now is a preacher and apostle t o the Gentiles ( 1 Tim. 1 :1,ll; 2 7 ; 2Tim 1 :1 ;
Titus l:l)fand speaks of the journey through Antioch, Iconium, Lystra (2Tim.

l:lZ, 13; 3:10,11).

...

2. Similar words
To Paul’s letters
To Paul’s speeches

3. Digression...
From that which belongs to the general object of the Epistle, Paul is ever given t o
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digress t o general truth--and then comes back t o the general object of the letter.

4. If forgeries, why written?
The object of the pastoral letters is the well-being of the society t o which they
were sent. Who can believe that letters so well calculated to promote such well-being
were written with a pen dipped in lies and falsehoods?

SUMMARY TO ALL THREE:

All these letters are written a t about the same time. I cannot consent t o separate these
Epistles widely from one another, so as t o set one earlier, and the others in the later years of
the apostle's ministry. On every account they must stand together. Their STYLE and DICTION,
the MOTIVES which they furnish, the STATE OF THE CHURCH and of HERESY which they describe,
are the same in all three and to one and the same period we must assign them.
Titus and 1 Timothy closely resemble each other.

1 Timothy and 2 Timothy closely resemble each other.
The three pastoral epistles present so much similarity they must be attributed t o one
writer.
Almost all reject or retain the three together." (end of quote)
ONE MAIN ATTACK AGAINST THE PASTORAL EPISTLES:
Those of the "liberal" persuasion try to maintain that these letters were written a t a
much later date than these dates we have given. They claim these letters were not written by the
Apostle Paul, but by forgers. The result they hope t o achieve is the destruction of the
credibility of the Epistles because in these Epistles is found a VERY STRONG CASE FOR THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH AS GOD DESIRES. If they can destroy the credibility of the
Epistles they then can design their OWN FORM OF CHURCH GOVERNMENT WITHOUT GOD'S
LEADERSHIP AND TI-IUS EFFECTIVELY DESTROY THE CHURCH OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. As
the "liberals" fight t o reach their goal, the Christian MUST BE FIRM in his stand FOR THESE
EPISTLES JUST AS THEY ARE. The Bible speaks, I believe it, that settles it! The Christian
cannot back away'from this position.
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I TIMOTI-IY Chapter 1
bY
Danny Camp
SECTION I, SALUTATION,(INTRODUCTORY MAITERS) 1 :1-2

I. INTRODUCTION 1 :1-2 (Read verses)
A

Paul begins by signing his name.

1.

2.

l i e gives his position-that of an apostle of' Christ.
a,

Apostle--"one sent forth" here it means one commissioned by Christ.
Paul gives his position as an apostle not by man but by command of
God. l i e was instructed in Arabia.

b.

liere Paul states that he is one who has been sent forth by Christ
Himself.

c.

He realized the importance of his mission and wants all t o know his
authority. "I have chosen him as a vessel for me.''

He tells

he became an apostle.

a. Idis apostleship was commanded

1.

2.
1

By God the Savior--Gal. 1:I 5-1 7
You can't have Christ as Savior without Him being LORD. lie is
the "BOSS" of our lives.
And Jesus our Hope--Col. 1:27 and Heb. 6: 19-20. It's hope,
not a burden, as the world is exploding the Christian is the only
one with peace of mind because he has Christ.

3. Paul's conversion account--Acts 9: 1ff
b. Paul, in being commissioned and commanded by God and Christ, has the
backing of the supreme authority. Paul was followed by the
Judeaizers, and they caused problems, therefore Paul states clearly
his authority and commission.

B. Paul also states the name of the one to whom he writes this letter (as he does in 2
Timothy and Titus).
1. He addresses the letter to Timothy.
a. Paul's child in the faith.
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b. Idow many Spiritual children do each of us have?
(Illustration of Linda Spence.)
c. tiow many grandchildren?

2. He extends greeting of
a, Grace (charis)--Greek's way of addressing one another,
b, Peace (eirana)--Hebrew's way of greeting
c. There were two congregations in one assembly. The
only thing holding them together was the Lord
Jesus Christ.

3.

lie gives the source of his greeting
a. God the Father

b. Jesus our Lord
c. Only with these two can real peace and grace be achieved.

C,

Paul did not assert his apostolic authority to impress Timothy, but to make the
Ephesian false teachers sensible of the danger they incurred if they rejected the
charges and admonitions which, by the commandment of God and OF Christ, the
apostle ordered Timothy t o deliver t o them.

D.

Paul clearly states he is under the authority of God and Christ: and wishes the best
for Timothy. As we continue in this epistle we will find the instructions t o
Timothy very relevant to our needs today. So, in this introduction, let it read in
verse 2 "...unto Timothy and
(your name).'' This will make for a
more honest study.
c___c___

E.

Now, some of you women may be thinking, "why should I be in this class when we
are going to discuss evangelist, elders and deacons?" The answer to that may be
summed up like this; your support of the evangelists, elders and deacons is vital.
You must know how to select, in a wise manner, these individuals, as you are a
part of God's Church. These three areas are not all that is covered. You will find
that the Timothies and Tituses have a great meaning for women, as well as for
men. Therefore, I ask you t o enter this study as eagerly as any other member of
this class. Show me a strong dynamic church and I'll show you strong men! Show
me a weak spineless church and 1'11 show you weak and spineless men.

-

SECTION 11. PAUL'S CONCERN FOR SOUND DOCTRINE. 1:3 11

I. PAUL WARNS OF THE DANGER OF FALSE DOCTRINE BEING TAUGHT. 3-1 1 (READ)
A. Paul urges Timothy t o remember the responsibilities given him by Paul a t

a

I Timothy

- Chapter 1
Ephesus. v. 3
(Don't proclaim any other message than I have given.)

1. Charge men not to teach destructive doctrines. Gal. 1:6-10
a. These seem to have been Judaizers and members of the Ephesian
Church.
b.

In not naming the men involved Paul demonstrates his love.

c.

By not mentioning names he still leaves a way for them t o return to
God's truth.

2. They were not t o follow fables. v. 4.
a.

Titus 1 :14, is thought t o support the fact that these false teachers
were Jews.

b.

The Word "fable" is translated:

I.
2.
3.
4.
5.

speech
narrative
story
Fiction
falsehood.

c.

A sample of such fables is found in the BOOK OF JUBILEES. "The
sacred narrative of our canonical book of Genesis is embellished, a t
times almost beyond recognition. Thus, we now learn that the
sabbath was observed already by the archangels, that the angels also
practiced circumcision, that Jacob never tricked anybody, etc." I
Timothy by Hendriksen, p. 59 (A little scripture and great
embellishment--thus a fable)

d

"Now there is, indeed a legitimate place for the exercise of the gift of
the imagination. There is room for dramatization, yes, even for
fables and fairy tales. Grown-ups as well as children can enjoy Hans
Andersen's "Fir Trees'' and can take its lesson t o heart. But one who
begins t o mix sacred history with fiction and this for the purpose of
theatrical effect, gross enjoyment, intoxicating thrill, or the
satisfaction of vain curiosity, tampers with the very essence and
purpose of the inspired record." (Ibid, ps. 59'60)
Fables glorify man's actions and hold in check God's Word and
abilities.
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e.

The comparison is between Jewish fables and the Gospel of God is just
astronomical.

.. 3. They were not to engage in endless gehealogies

a. The Jews prided themselves on tracing their "family tree" back t o
Abraham.
b. The Jewish priests HAD t o be able to trace their genealogy t o Aaron t o
they could not be a priest.
c. These two reasons alone would give cause for fabricated ancestry and

undue pride.
d. We, too, should obey this charge, for tracing our genealogy demands
precious time which is wasted in endless activity rather than giving
our time and effort t o glorifying God! Which is more important t o the
Kingdom of God--that you know who your ancestors are or that a t
least on of those around you go to heaven because you care?
B. Paul states the reasons for avoiding different doctrines, fables and genealogies.

1. They bring about unanswerable questions.
2. They destroy our stewardship of faith in God.
3. When we waste our time in these habits God loses that time and our faith is
weakened.
4. We become poor stewards because we do not apply our faith to the proper end.

C, The far reaching effect of the charge!

v. 5

1. Paul states three conditions that will be the result of the charge he gave t o Timothy.
a. "Love out of a pure heart".

1. Agape love.
2. Not questionings.
3. Matt. 1234.
4. A regenerated heart.

b. "A good conscience".
1. 1 Peter 3:16 & 21.
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2. II Timothy 1:3.
3. A good conscience comes from obedience to God's Word.
c, "Faith unfeigned",

1. 1
I Timothy 2 2 2
2. Romans 129-21
3. I Peter 1:22

2. "Paul wants Timothy t o know that he is not sitnply to authoritatively contradict such
false teachers, but to, in the correction, produce pure hearts, good consciences, and
unhypocritical faith". I Tim by Don DeWelt, College Press, p, 36

D. The result of not following the charge. v. 6

,p

1.

Paul wants Timothy t o see the results of not following his exhortation by
bringing t o mind the actions of some who do not love; who do nothave a clear
conscience, or do not have honest faith.
2.

As we begin this section we must realize these are actions of real people,
not a figment of Paul's imagination!

3.

Because they decide to turn from the charge to the following they become:
a.
Vain Talkers---the words they speak are worthless, or they talk
about worthless things.
b.
Desire to be in the spot-light of glory. v. 7
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

They want to teach the law.
But they do not understand what they are teaching.
They are confident in areas in which they really know nothing.
They don't know the law, but they really know their opinions
about the law.
"They failed to understand the very subjects on which they
lectured with such cock-sureness". N.T. Commentary, ps. 6364, by Hendriksen.

E. Paul speaks of that in which he and Timothy can have complete confidence. v. 8
1. The law is good.
a. The best commentary on this is found in Romans
7:7-13.
b. It is sin, not God's law, that causes the problems in one's life.
c. It is man's use of the law that brings specific results in individual lives.
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!
I

i

I
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1

\

1

a. The law was not written for the righteous.
b. The law was given for the:
1 Lawless--those who respected no law at all.
2. JJnrulyr-those who sought to satisfy their selfish desires (these
would be affected in the third chapter).
3. Ynaodlv-those who might be good citizens on earth, but reject the
God ofthe universe by word and/or deed,(good moral men)
4. Sinners--any who disobey God's will.
I John 3:4
5. Unholv--Lacking the attributes of God,
6.profane--,'7he one who spoils sacred things, who desecrates God's
Day, disobeys Idis laws and belittles His worship. This
individual soils everything he touches". Barclay, p, 38
7. Murderers-Smiters of: Fathers & Mothers--Any failure t o
honor one's parents is the meaning here. From the slightest
disappointment t o actually striking the parent with blows
severe enough to inflict bodily damage, yea even death.
8. Manslavers--"The original term, however, refers t o
anyone who wrongfully takes the life of another, It has
reference t o any and all homicides". I-lendriksen, p. 68
9. Fornicators--One who engages in illicit sexual intercourse. v. 10
10. Abusers of themselves with merpSodomites, homosexuals. See
Lev, 18:22.
1 1. Menstealers--(to catch by the foot) trafficking in the slave
market, kidnapping of slaves.
1 2. Ii a r s- -speaking not the truth. Rev. 2 1 :8
13. False-swearers--Perjury. Lying when on has promised t o tell
the truth.
14. And if there be anv other thina contrary to the sound
doctrine. This is an all-inclusive statement t o cover the
areas the above mentioned specifics missed.

3. "Many commentaries see a comparison between this list and the Ten
Commandments. Note this table of comparison as given by Homer Kent:
The first table of the Decaloaue is covered in aeneral terms.

I Timothy 1 :9-10
Lawless and disobedient
Ungodly and sinners

Exodus 21:l-17

1. Thou shalt have no
other gods before me
2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven
image
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Unholy and profane

3. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord
thy God in vain
4. Remember the sabbath
day t o keep it holy

J3v these three pairs of Vvords the second table is covered More completely:

X"

Father/mother smiters
5. Honor thy father and mother
Murderers
6. Thou shalt not kill
Fornicators, Sodomites
7. Thou shalt not commit adultery
Kidnappers
8. Thou shalt not steal
Liars, perjurers
9. Thou shalt not bear false witness
Any other thing
IO. Thou shalt not covet
*Don DeWelt, ps. 38, 39, Timothy, College Press
F. In his charge to Timothy Paul tells the manner in which sound doctrine is effective.
1. "Paul has just stated that the proper use of the law is in perfect agreement to,
and a part of, the Good News entrusted t o Paul. The Gospel (or the Faith)
would teach that sinners are to be brought under the judgement of God by
the law. When they are thus shown to be guilty and condemned before God's
righteous law, they will hear with eagerness the Good News that "Christ
died t o save sinners".(lbid, p. 39)

2. "Here is a vivid picture of the atmosphere in which the ancient Church grew
up. It was against an infection like that the writer of the Pastorals sought
to protect the Christians a t large." Barclay, on Timothy, p. 40

3. Too often we become restless and dissatisfiedwith the congregation we serve'
and long for the "productive years" of the ease of evangelism and perfection
of churches of the New Testament period. But when reality sets in we
realize they had no easier time than we. WHAT THEN WAS THEIR
SUCCESS? THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST BEING PREACI-IED A N D

APPLIED!!!

4. Notice the aspects of the splendid Gospel which made it so potent:
a. "It is a GLORIOUS GOSPEL: that is t o say, it is glorious good news. It is
good news of forgiveness for past sins and of power to conquer sin in
the days to come, good news of God's mercy, God's cleansing and God's
grace.
It is good news WHICH COMES FROM GOD. The Christian Gospel is not
a discovery made by man; it is something revealed by God. It does not
offer only the help of man; it'offers the power of God.
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That good news COMES THROUGH MEN. It was entrusted t o Paul to
bring it to others, God makes I-lis offer and He needs his messengers.
The real Christian is the person who has himself closed with the offer
of God and has realized that he cannot keep such good news t o himself
but must share it with others who have not yet found it." Barclay, on
Timothy, p. 41
b. This Gospel is sound doctrine (health giving) because it gives health t o
our spiritual lives!!!!

II. PAUL'S GRATITUDE TO CHRIST FOR MAKING HIM A PROCLAIMER OF SOUND DOCTRINE.
VERSES 12-1 7.
,,'.'

I'

A. "This section appears t o be a digression"...but it is not. Paul has said that the end of
the charge was love out of a pure heart, and a good conscience and faith
unfeigned." These qualities Paul obtained from the "Good News", or the Sound
Doctrine. Timothy can now present t o these law teachers an example of the
results of the right use of the Law and the Gospel. Paul is saying, "If Christ can
change me, and He did, then He can change anyone; preach it! Cease dabbling in
law speculation." 1 Timothy, by Don DeWelt, p. 41
(Spend time in evangelism, not argumentation! dlc)
B, Paul expresses his gratitude t o Christ. v. 12

1. He is thankful that Christ "enabled" him to proclaim the sound Doctrine.
a. The enabling power of God and Christ is the positive force in Paul's
ministry
b. I Cor, 15: IO; 2Cor. 129; and Phil. 4:13.

.

2. He is thankful that Christ considered him trustworthy to be a steward of the
Gospel.

3. He is thankful because Christ appointed him t o His service.
C, "How wondrously precious must Christ have been t o Paul that he could thank Him for
calling him into a life of privation, imprisonment and death. And yet he was glad
to share in this service.'' Ibid, p.42
(How grateful are we, today, of being called into His service--as much as was
Paul? Dlc)

D. Paul gives further reasons for his gratitude. v. 13
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I Timothy Chapter 1
1 I was a blasphemer
I

a.1 spoke against Christ and His Church.
b. YET I AM FORGIVEN BY THAT CliRlST!

.

2. I was a persecutor
a. I tried with all my being t o tear apart Christ's Church.
b. YET I AM FORGIVEN BY THAT CIiRIST!

3.

I was injurious
a. VB~UJTEC
G
hubristes-"a violent, insolent
man, is translated insolent in 1 Tim. 1:13". An Expository
Dictionary of New Testament Words by W.E.Vine, p. 261
b. "It indicates a kind of arrogant sadism; it describes the man who i s
out t o inflict pain for the sheer joy of inflicting it." Barclay,
Timothy, p. 45
c. This was the man Saul before he met the Master and became the Apostle
Paul!
d. AND WAS FORGIVEN BY THAT Cl-iRlSTl
e. The Christ of Calvary does, indeed, change lives when given the
opportunity.

4. I received Mercv, "signifies, in general, to feel sympathy with the misery
of,another, and especially sympathy manifested in act. Vine p. 6 1

!

\

a. Because I did my evil deed ignorantly.
b. lie was not fighting something he knew t o be true. l i e
what he thought was right.

was

fighting for

5. Because of my sinfulness, God's grace was manifest. v. 14,
a. Notice the meaning of grace: Divine influence on the heart and its
reflection in the life.
b. Paul is saying that faith and love are the outward expressions of the
divine influence on the heart!
c. He also states that Jesus Christ is the source of such love and faith.
d. Paul responded with like faith and love, a completely different man than
is pictured in verse 13.
e. Since Christ has done so much for Paul, because he surrendered, think
how much l i e can, and will, do for you!
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D. Paul states the entire situation in a nutshell. v 15

1, "Faithful is the saying" is found in 5 different passages in the Pastoral
Epistles.

a, I Tim. 31, 4:8-9, II Tim. 2 1 1-1 3, Titus 3:4-8a and in this passage.
b. These are principles that do not chanqe,

2. Verse 15, states the very essence of: the Gospel story as does I Cor. 15: 1-4.

I

I

a. Christ the Savior

L

b. Man the sinner
,(,..'

3. In this passage we are given &mission

of Christ to the world.

1

I

a. HE CAME TO SAVE SINNER$!!
b. If anyone will not confess his sins and let Christ wash them away with
this blood by baptism, then Christ's niission t o earth is a failure with
that individual.
c. The success of His mission depends on You in ureat measure!!

4. After stating the mission of Christ, Paul states his own position--that of a
sinner,
as far as Paul is concerned he is the CI-IIEF OF SINNERS.

m,

5. In no way was Paul led from the truth of his relationship with Christ.

6. In realizina the fact of beina a sinner he has placed himself within the area of
Christ's mission! WHERE HAVE YOU PIACED YOURSELF?

7. He is now a saved sinner by the grace of God.
8. May we all realize that unless we honestly admit that we are sinners Christ
cannot work within us.

E. Paul sees the purpose for God's mercy in his life. v. 16
1, That the long-suffering of Christ be demonstrated t o the world.

2. That you and I have the example of success of Christ's great mission in
redeeming the lost man.
3. That in seeing the example, and accepting Christ's way, we too, have eternal
life with Him.
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4, Paul is saying that on one is too stubborn, sinful or ignorant to receive this
mercy.

F. Paul concludes with the great gospel doxology, v. 17
1, Now to the King.

-

a. ETERNAL Without Beginning or End
b. IMMORTAL Deity
c. THE ONLY GOD Spirit quality, exceeding the temporal sphere.

-

-

-

2. THE ONLY GOD As opposed to many gods and religions.
'+'.

3. To Him we ascribe all honor, and glory forever and forever!

4. With a triumphant ring Paul closes this section.

5. Can you not, also, feel this majesty of the One of whom Paul is speaking?

JII. PAUL CHARGES TIMOTHY TO TEACH THE TRUTH. VERSES 18-2
\

A. What Paul has said between verse 3 and verse 18 should prepare Timothy t o receive
the charge t o accomplish the purpose for which it was given. v. 18.
€3, Paul reminds Timothy of the prophecies which have prepared him for this work.

1. He wants Timothy to remember that these prophecies will help him war the
good warfare.
2. Using the Bible t o explain itself, we would turn to
1Timothy 4:14, I Timothy 6:12 and 2 Timothy 2 2 .
C. l i e charges Timothy to fight a good fight. v. 19

'

1. This would be done by keeping

-

a. The faith Jude 3

-

b. A good conscience maintained upon obedience t~God's Word.
c. 1 Peter 3:3 1,

2, HE TELLS TIMOTHY THAT THE RESULTS OF TURNING FROM THE FAITH AND
GOOD CONSCIENCE IS SPIRITUAL DISASTER!
3. He cites a case of such action. v. 20
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a. Hymeneus 2 Tim. 2 1 7
b. Alexander 2 Tim. 4.: 14.

-

4. Paul's action was "church discipline,"
a. He put them in satan's hands.
b. That they might learn not to blaspheme,

5. By his own example he is encouraging Timothy to take a strong stand against
those who reject the faith and lead others astray!
SUMMARY:
Looking a t chapter one we quickly learn t h a t paul cares for his child in the faith. He also cares
for those in the church and those out of the church. This is shown by his warning of the danger
of false doctrine being taught.
He is very precise in naming the things that should not be taught. l i e even gives a description of
false teachers.
Paul is not disappointed with his job. In fact, he states his gratitude t o Christ for allowing him
t o be a proclaimer of that which produces spiritual health.
Paul states his horrible past to magnify the power, glory and grace of Christ. Paul states the
fact that Christ came to save sinners, which he is the worse. Then he praises God in the highest
terms possible.
As he concludes the chapter he reminds Timothy of his responsibilities and abilities that he
might fight the good fight. Paul states it is possible to fall away. He names two men and
indicates they have committed spiritual suicide.
We should be just as concerned about false doctrine as was Paul. Let's lift up God and Christ.
Let's encourage one another in the battle that souls be won. That Christ have the victory, not
satan.

,P
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TEST OVER THE INTRODUCTIONOF I TIMOTI-IY
(Use extra pages if needed)

i

GRADE

NAME:

DATE:

1 , List three"cJiaracteristics of an specially equipped evangelist,

1

2. Date of ITimothy.

3. Occasion of I Timothy.

I

!

,

4. Purpose and Plan of I Timothy.

5. Author of I Timothy,
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TEST OVER I TIMOTI-IY CIiAMER ONE
(Use extra pages if needed)
NAME:.
GRADE:
DATE:
1. What is the meaning of the word, "apostle"?

2, Name the authority for Paul's apostleship.

3. To whom does Paul address this epistle?
(fill in the blanks)
4. Paul warns of the

of

being taught.

5. Name three reasons for avoiding different doctrines, fables and genealogies.
.
a.

J;

C.

6. Name the three conditions that will be the result of the charge Paul gave to Timothy.
a.

b.
C.

7. What are the results of not following the charge given by Paul?

..

8. True or False-

This Gospel is sound doctrine (health giving) because it gives health to
our spiritual lives!

Fill in the Blanks
9. Paul's
to

for making him a

of sound doctrine.

10. True or Fasle,
Paul considered himself worthy to be called by Christ as an evangelist
because of his past life.

Fill in the Blanks
11.
Paul
Timothy to

the

vs 18-20
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I l-IMOTI-IY, CHAPTER 2

SECTION Ill. PAUL'S CONCERN FOR PERSONAL WORSIiIP, 2:l-15

1, THE REAL MEANING OF WORSHIP.
A. Worship is adoration of God.
1. We turn to John 4:23-24, to find the heart of: true worship.
a. Worship, simply put, is adoration of God.
1. We must worship in the Spirit.
2. We must worship in the truth.
b. We make a serious mistake when we:
1.Over-emphasize one part of worship above all others.
2. Do not participate for the glory of God.
2. In Acts 242, we are given an outline of worship of the early Church.
a. The Apostles's Doctrine
b. The breaking of bread
c. The fellowship
d The prayers.
B. To worship in keeping with the essence of John 4, we want to be certain of the truth
and we want t o worship in the proper spirit adoration of God.

...

11. THE REGARD WE HAVE FOR ALL MEN IS A VITAL PART OF OUR WORSHIP. vs 1-7
A. Paul urges Timothy to a great prayer life. v 1

1. Supplication--"Primarily a wanting, a need, then an asking, entreaty." Vine's
Expositor, page 200
2. Prayers--"Prayer (talking t o God" is a general term.
3. Intercession--"Seeking the presence and hearing of God on behalf of
others." Vine, p. 267
4. Thanksgiving--"Giving of thanks". Vine, p. 1 2 1
5. These four terms are synonymous! Each presenting a different facet of
Prayer.

B.

The scope of prayer is universal, including all men.
1. This universal scope of prayer distinguished the Christians from he Jews and
the pagans.
a. The Jews looked down on all others. They could not conceive of praying for
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one who was not a Jew.

b. The pagan religions were concerned only with those within their realm.
They too, cared not for others.
c. The Christians' concern, shown by their prayers for all men, was a great
blessing for them as well as for the ones for whom they prayed.
2. How universal is your prayer life?

II

C. Paul directs Timothy t o pray for the governmental leaders. v, 2.
-.

1. He urges prayer for the king.
a. The king was not a Christian, but the Christian is concerned for ALL men.
b. If God is allowed in the life of ANY ruler his reign will benefit rather than
destroy!
2. He urges prayer for all who are in high places of responsibilityf
a. This is not the only place in the New Testament where concern for leaders
is taught.
b. "It is extraordinary t o trace how all through its early days, those days of
bitter persecution, the Church regarded it as an absolute duty t o pray for
the Emperor and his Subordinate kings and governors. "Fear God", says
Peter. "Honor the Emperor" ( I Peter 2: 17); and we must remember that
that Emperor was none other than Nero, that monster of cruelty."
I Timothy, Barclay, p. 59
c. Note also: Romans 13: 1-7
1, God has appointed the ruler. v. 1
2. l i e is a minister of God. v. 4
3. Think not that Paul was speaking of a very
righteous king for Nero was on the throne when he wrote the book of
Romans.
4. Such prayer support would mark Christians as good citizens.
D. Paul states tangible results for such prayers.
1 "That we might lead a quiet and tranquil life."
2. Live in all godliness.

3. And sobriety.
4.. If we pray and God intervenes and gives a peaceful setting, rather than
persecution, we have greater ease in proclaiming His Word.
5. Such is the desire of God. v. 3
a. Pray for ALL men.
b. A life conducive t o spreading the Gospel.
c. That all men would be saved and grow in godly living. v.4
d Prayer for leaders will help make this possible, is what Paul was telling
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Timothy.

e. l i e encouraged Timothy to support the present government with prayer, He
did not want Timothy to subvert it in any manner!

E. Paul states the great truths that ignite our prayers.

*"'

1. There is one God--lie is concerned for the entire world. Panan
- -nods and the
Jewish concept did not include the entire world.
a. Ephesians 4:l-6
b. Romans 3:30; Romans IO:1 2
c. I Corinthians 8:4
2. There is one Mediator (go-between).
a. "Mediator here denotes one who is appointed by God to make atonement for
the sins of men by His death; arid who, in consequence of that atonement, is
authorized to intercede with God in behalf of sinners, and empowered to
convey all His blessings t o them. In this selise there is but ONE MEDIATOR
BETWEEN GOD AND MEN, and He is equally related to all." MacKnight on
The Epistles, Vol. Ill-IV, pages 198-199(Timothy)
b. The unity provided by one God and one Mediator provides an opportunity for
the brotherhood of all men,
c. Hebrews 8:6, 9:15, 1 2 2 4
d I John 2:lff shows the work of the Mediatorl!
3. This Mediator gave I-lis life t o take away the sins of ALL. v. 6
a. The universality of the effectiveness of the cross is proclaimed again and
again throughout the Scriptures.
b. John 3: 16,Romans IO:13 and II Peter 3:9.
time t o tell others of this great fact of redemption (compare Galatians
4. It is
4:4).
5. Paul considers it a great privilege t o be a proclaimer of such a magnificent
message. v. 7
a. lie wants them to understand that he was chosen, not by men, but by the
Living God Himself.
b. l i e is a proclaimer of the Gospel, speaker of Truth, an apostle and a teacher
of Gentiles in faith and truth.
c. in this verse he certainly destroys the false teachers' position, as they
attempt t o attack him, while giving support to Timothy's ministry.
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111. PERSONAL CONDUCT OF MEN AND WOMEN IN WORSHIP. VS, 8-1 5
A. Men were to pray to God everywhere. v. 8

I

'

1. "By this precept, the apostle condemnedClie superstitious notion of both the
'
Jews and Gentlles who fancied that prayers offered in temples were more
acceptable t o God than prayers offered anywhere else. This worshipping of
God in all places was foretold as the peculiar gloty of the Gospel
dispensation." Mal. 1:1 1. MacKnight on the Epistles, Vol. Ill-IV, page 200 (I
Timothy),
2. These are hands not cleansed with water, but free from every vile deed and
thus are holy before God.
3. They were t o pray without anger- opyq
"orgn originally any natural
impulse or desire, or disposition, came t o signify anger, as the strongest of
all passions." Vine p. 55.
4. They were to pray without doubting.
+ a.Paul has just encouraged prayer for government leaders. In this case the
leading ruler would be Nero!!
b. It is not beyond the realm of reason t o believe that some Christians were a
little angry a t Nero and doubted whether he was a righteous object of
pray e rs! !
c. It would be very difficult t o lift up "holy hands" in prayer when the heart
is filled with hate.

-

4

'

B. Paul addresses some instructions to women. v. 9
1. They, like the men, are t o lead holy lives.
2. Paul is not setting forth some legalistic guidelines that MUST be met in
outward appearance only.
3. He is drawing the attention to the correct point, that of the ATTITUDE, the
QUALITY of the woman WITHIN.
4. God is not against rich clothes for women (see Proverbs 3 1 21-22, but He is
against unseemly pride and vanity! See I Peter 3:3ff
5. Modesty is the KEY word!
a. "Shamefastness is that modesty which is 'fast' or p t e d in the character."
Vine, p. 17
b. Sobriety "It is that habitual inner self-aovernment, with its constant
rein on all the passions and desires which would hinder the temptation t o
these from arising, or a t all events from arising in such strength as would
overbear the checks and barriers which
(shamefastness opposed t o it."
Ibid, pgs 44-45
6. The Christian woman, as described in verse 9a will have the modesty
which will lead t o the proper selection of clothing.

-
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a. Paul is not trying t o determine the exact wardrobe for women, but he is
tryinu t o suggest the proper AlTlTUDE FOR WORSHIP that will aid in all
decisions of life.
b. Paul was seeking to develop godly women as much as godly men. Paul was
a "woman hater".

C, Paul gives a charge t o both men and women. vs 1 1-1 5

1, He gives two charges t o the women. vs 1 1-1 3
a. The women are t o be "silent-learners".
1. This is a reference to public worship, vs. 1 1 1 Cor. 14:34-35, quite
possible are companion verses here.
b. They are not to teach or to have dominion over men. vs 12
1. We are t o read in Titus 2:3-5, that Paul encourages woman t o teach
OTHER WOMEN.
2. The expression "have dominion" must be taken as "to lord it over men."
3. AN0TE TO THE MEN: if a woman is in an unscriptural teaching position it is
your fault, not hers. You must correct it!
4. Now Paul gives two principles to support this position. vs 13-1 5

.

a. Adam was created first, then Eve. v.13

b. Eve sinned first. v.14.
c. Only when one can change those two principles can one allow wornen t o have
dominion over men.
d Paul gives hope t o the women. v. 15
1.

This is a most difficult passage. There are two main possibilities. I
quote from Robertson Word Pictures, pages 570-57 1 -Vel. IV....'I( There are those who teach that ...IThrough the childbearing', refers t o the woman's role of giving birth t o Christ...) dlc
"That is true, but it is not clear that Paul does not have mostly in
mind that child-bearing, not public teaching, is the peculiar function
of woman with a glory and dignity all its own. 'She will be saved' IN
this function, NOT BY MEANS OF IT." ROBERTSON WORD
PICTURES OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, PAGES 570-57 1,
VOL IV.

2.

They are t o continue an exemplary life of demonstrating the
Christian virtues as stated in v. 9.

3.

They must continue in the Lord to receive the crown (this does
damage t o the "once saved, always saved" doctrine).
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SUMMARY:

I

Paul is not just concerned with sound doctrine. lie exhorts men and women t o show
adoration to God in public and private worship. Each Christian ha5 the privilege and
responsibility to worship God in the proper manner. This consists of becoming actively
involved in the lives of those we know. National, regional and local leaders are t o be on
our prayer lists. Not only those men in high places, but all men are t o be a part of our
prayer lives.
Paul speaks to men and women concerning the way each is to worship. lie also indicates
the responsibilities men have t o the women, Face it, men, we are to be the spiritual
leaders of our homes, churches, and communities. When we take that position our wives
will accept our leadership most gladly. It is the Lord's will, beginning today, to become
the leader God would have you be.

'

,Y*

DANNY L CAMP
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TEST OVER l-IMOTI-IY, CHAPTER TWO
DATE
GRADE:
NAME:
(use extra pages if needed)

1 Chapter two deals with Paul's concern for

2:l-15

_..

I

2.,

is

3. We turn to

.

of,

, to find the __ of true
of the early church as stated in Acts 242.

4. List the four parts of the outline of the

I'

*

5. For whom does Paul request us to pray?

6. State three great truths that ignite our prayers.

7. Where are men to pray t o God? vs. 8

1

8. Women, like men, are to lead

lives.

I
9. Name the two charges given to women in verse 1 1-1 3.

10. Paul gives

to women in vs. 15.
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SECTION IV, GOD'S LEADERS FOR HIS CI-IURCII. 311-16

J. THE ELDERS. VS, 1-7
A. Two thoughts that introduce the qualifications of an elder:

"It is correct, when a man desires the oflice of bishop he desires a good work. v 1
1. The man must first DESIRE t o do the work required of an elder.
a. Instead of the church searching for elders, the men should be searching for

the eldership.

b. This indicates the growth which is expected in each man.
2. that the eldership is a mission for good work t o perform, not just an office t o
occupy as a figure-head.

-

3. So we ask the obvious question "What

the MISSION of the eldership?"

a. In Acts 20:28-35, we have a general picture of the overall works of an

elder.
b. We might list some of the specifics as such:

1.

-

Refer t o the Chart "A bird's eye view of the elder's job.

2.

Also, look in your notes for the "Eldership a t the Ninth Street
Church, Eldon, Mo." by Roy Weece.

3.

All other special articles will be helpful here.
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A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF THE ELDER'S JOB
(ADAPTED BY DANNY CAMP FROM A CHART PREPARED FOR EVANGELISTS BY P.A. WILLIS).

CONCERN1NG NEW MEMBERS
A.Establishing new members.

1. Determine their individual needs,
2. Have a well planned program for growth.

3. Follow program until such is improved or proved to be not the correct method
for the specific individual.
$8,;.

B. Training new members

1. Personal leadership and guidance.
2. Develop a basic training program

a. Personal conferences and instruction

b. Reading and studying curriculum
c. Go over their jobs with them
'

d Evaluate their progress

PRESENT MEMBERS

A. Giving service to the members.
1. Provide guidance and help in meeting problems.

2. Funerals, hospital care and such are invaluable services.
3. Give personai aid and advice when needed.

6. Improving the members individually
1. Analyzing the needs of each individual member.
a. Study attendance habits, etc
b. Observe behavior in the community.
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2. Teach members how t o evaluate the progress they are making spiritually.

,

3. Help them overcome weaknesses.

4. Motivate and guide them (elders) in their study and other development.
5, Have fresh ideas on the value of the Christian life (this will mean continued
study on the part of the elder,)

6. Keep the members informed.
C, Building morale.

1. Setting practical objectives.
2. Develop these intangibles (will help build unity)
a. Team spirit, loyalty and Christian love,

b. Mutual respect
c. Compassion
d. etc and etc
SHEPHERDS AND ASSISTANTS
A

Plan the shepherd’s program

B.

Have an equable division of the work for the shepherds

C.

Select the shepherd whose personality and characteristics best fit the unit in
which he serves.

D.

Train the shepherds and assistants so that they understand what to do and how to
do it.

E.

Help each other grow in His service.

J3ESPONSlBLEFOR THE WHOLE OF THE CI-IURCH WORKING TOGETHER.

A

Committees

B.

Women’s work
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C.

Missions

D,

Youth

E.

F,

,

Bible School
Others that will meet the needs of your community

Gentlemen, I realize this is a huge responsibility. But I firmly believe that men today
can fulfil the task. God did not give a job without giving the equipment t o complete the work. He
has not stranded us today. If you feel unequal to the task you may rest assured that every men,
whether elder, deacon or evangelist, who is trying t o do God's will in God's way feels the same as
you. The ability or power comes not from the individual, IT COMES FROM OUK LIVING GOD.
Take heart, He cares for, and will guide you, as you commit your life to Idis service under His
LEADERSHIP.

I realize that these statements are very general. However, the men of each congregation
must take the responsibility to see that the family of God is properly shepherded. THAT, MEN,
IS THE MISSION OF THE ELDERS WI-IEREVER YOU SERVE. (dlc)
B.

Now we look a t the rest of the qualifications of the eldership as found in I Timothy
3. The bishop must be:(v.2)

1. Without reproach-ausndanTOW "not t o be taken hold of - irreproachable."

-

Robertson Word Pictures p. 572 Vol. IV. "Not open to censure" Vine, p.
131.
2. The husband of one wife - piaa ywaucoc-"one a t a time clearly."
Robertson, p. 572, Vol. IV
"w"is used to signify, "one in contrast to many., Vine p. 137
3.

-

Temperate vn 6 ahtov "to be sober", Robertson, p. 572, Vol IV,
Word Pictures

4. Sober minded go$pov.a "Sound mind" lbid
"Sound mind - have self-controlled", Vine, p. 44

5. Orderly tcoopw,"Seemly, decent conduct", Robertson, Word Pictures Vol IV,
p 572
"Same root word is translated "modest" in I Timothy 2:9"
Vine, P. 145-146
6. Given t o hospitality ~?dutjevovlove of strangers", Vine, p. 235
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7. Apt to teach flt6ollczttcoy,..,!!one qualified t o teach", Robertson, Word Pictures,
Vol IV, p. 572

-

8. No Brawler u q n apotvov "one who slts long a t (beside) his wine."
Robertson, Word Pictures, Vol. IV, p. 572
Tarrying a t wine, given t o wine...p robably has the secondary sense of the
effects of wine-bibbing, viz., abusive brawling. Hence R.V.
"brawler"-Vine, p. 146 vs 3

--

1

I

-

-

9. No striker pn n h q ~ q v -"to strike" , Robertson p.572. "A striker, a
brawler." I Timothy 3:3, Titus 1:7, Vine, p. 83

-

10. But gentle ahha E'IEEI
I C
Robertson, p. 459 Vol. IV

~

= "sweet reasonableness" Matthew Arnold as in

'lR,,it
expresses that considerateness that looks humanely and
reasonably a t the facts of a case."
Vine, pgs. 144 - 145.
1 1. Not contentious
IV, p. 573

- m-"not a fighter", Robertson Word Pictures, Vol.
-

12.No lover of money &&aprupov
- "Let your manner of life be without
love of money." Robertson Word Pictures, Vol V, p. 445

-

13.Rules his own house well npum ZolUEVOV
Robertson Word Pictures, p. 173, Vol. IV.

- t o place before, stand before."

"Indicating care and diligence." Vine, p. 397
a. His children are to follow his example. v. 4

b. If he cannot lead, by example, his family how can he be expected to lead the
Family of God which is more complex in nature than his own family. v.5
c. The same loving care he show t o his family (which causes them t o follow
him), is the same love that will motivate a congregation t o follow his
example.

I

1.

14. Not a novice - uq VEO$IW
Vol. IV, p. 573

v

-- "newly planted", Robertson Word Pictures,

"Denotes a new convert, neophyte, ne who by inexperience is unfitted to act as
a bishop or overseer in a church." Vine, p. 1 19
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a. The danger: being "newly planted" he may over-estimate his spiritual
depth if placed as an elder too soon.
b. If this is done he will fall into the same condemnation as the devil
unrepented pride!
c. The bitter end is eternity in hell unless a brother gives great aid as James
5: 1 9-20 indicates.

1
I

15. Have a good testimony (report) from them that are without
&(oO&\L* v. 7

-

*.

- .an0 zwy

a. "That are without" are those outside the church family.

b. The elder is to enjoy a fine reputation among the communiw. Robertson
Word Pictures, Vol IV, p. 573 -574.
c. Snare of the Devil nayltia zou 6uxBohou ''a snare set by the devil. The
devil sets special snares for preachers (conceit verse 6, money
6:9,women, ambition)." Robertson, Word Pictures Vol IV, p.574
d It must be realized that the devil does not set traps for PREACHERS ONLY!
He is "hunting" for every Christian. (dlc)

II. THE DEACONS. Verses 8 - 13.
A

The qualifications as shown in Acts 6:3.

-

-

1, Men of good report uagzupouuevouc men with a good reputation.
Robertson Word Pictures, p, 73, Vol 111.

2, pm nknp~qK V E V U ~ W C- Men whose lives were led by God's Spirit as opposed
to men who were ruled by the values of the world.

-

3. Kaloo@ag not only are they led by God's Spirit, they know how t o live and
apply God's principles to the everyday routine of life. They know how to make
Christianity practical! Therefore they were leaders in their congregation.

B.

The qualifications of a deacon as given in I Timothy 3:8

- 13. vs. 8

1. "In like manner" refers back to the elders. The deacons are to be great
spiritual men also!
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2, Grave

-

- "The word we want is one in which the sense of gravity and

UEUVOC

dignity are combined, The word points t o seriousness of purpose and t o selfrespect in conduct." Vine, p. 173
,

-

-

3. Not double-tongued bq Glhoyouc: "One placed between two persons and
saying one thing t o one, another t o the other." Robertson Word Pictures, p,
574, Vol. IV,

-

4, Not given t o much wine uil otvut pohhot -"Not holding the mind on much
wine. That attitude leads to over-indulgence." Ibid, p. 574.

-

-

5. Not greedy of filthy lucre uq aU S ~ O K E ~ B E I G "Making small gains in mean
ways." Robertson Word Pictures, p. 574,, Vol. IV
"Filthy gain." Vine, p, 24

-

6. Holding the mystery of faith ~ V O T I I ~ L Ozqc
V nmzewc. The inner secret of
faith, the revelation given in Christ." v. 9. Robertson, Word Pictures, p.
574, VOl. IV.

-

7. In a pure conscience EV,KaeapoC t~VVEI&!U&t
wine is t o be kept." Ibid, p. 574
8. First be proved Ibid, p. 574

&OKI+U$ECS

- "The container in which the

eooav KomToy2 "To test as metals are." v. 10.

9. Then let them serve as a deacon.
a. BUXKOVE~ZWOCIV- t o serve. Ibid, p. 574. 575

-

-

b. See "The Deacon's Role In MinisteringTo The Body" , in the Special Studies
section.

-

-

1 0. If they be blameless O V E Y K ~ ~ Zovmc
O ~
Signifies that which cannot be
called into account...with nothing laid to ones charge (as the result of: public
investigation). Vine, p, 1 3 1

C,

Paul introduces a point of consideration. v. 1 1

1. Women, in like manner, their lives must be holy, even as the lives of the
elders and deacons!

2. The question that has caused mended controversy through the ages, "who are
these 'women' Paul refers t o in this passage?"
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t

I Timothy

- Chapter 3
- can mean either of the following:

a ~ v aKU,t$

1.
2.
3.
4

Woman
Wife
Widow
In Romans 16: 1, Paul refers t o Phoebe as a servant of the church.
The word for servant here is @.UKOVOV
Robertson Word Pictures,
Vol. IV, p, 425. tle uses the general work for deacon in Romans. In I
Timothy he uses the word ~ v aK t~ ,Ca completely different word.
What is the context? Engage the mind in the wonderful activity of
thinking and studying. What is your Biblical solution t o this
question? Another thought provoker-why did Paul put this subject
in with the sludy of the elders and deacons? The answer t o the last
question will be a great aid t o gaining an answer t o the question in
"2

-

I

-

3. Be grave "The word we want is one in which the sense of gravity and
dignity are combined, The word points t o seriousness of purpose t o selfrespect in conduct." Vine, p. 173

-

-

4.Not slanderers vq Sw,@h ouq "The devil being the chief slanderer, the
slanderous woman is literally a she-devil.'' Robertson Word Pictures, P.
573, Vol. IV

-

5. Temperate vqd, ahmuc - "To be sober". lbid

6.Faithful in all things - ntozac EV 7caoiv - Living according t o the Lord's
leading in all ways. Loyal to all that is required of one t o be an example for
the Lord. Not trying to please both Satan and Christ.

D.

Concluding qualifications of the Deacons. vs, 12-13.

1. Husband of one wife - uta< yvvatKOC - ptag is used to signify one in
contrast to many. Vine, p. 137. "One a t a time". Robertson Word Pictures,
p.573 VOl. IV

-

2. Ruling children and house well ~ a h w cnpowzap~voi
- "Stand before as an
example, to place before." Robertson Word Pictures, Vol IV See verse 4.

--

3. When they serve as a deacon should, they:
a. Gain a good standing - ~ a 9 u a v&avzou KCCLOY- means:

I
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- Chapter 3
1.

Secure in the faith

2,

This would be coupled with holding the mystery in pure conscience.

-

b. Great boldness in the faith nohkqv nolfY0nutav EV 7CM'GC - confident in the
Christ they serve. Able to do their work as a deacon because they have
gained actual experience to go with their spiritual qualifications,
c. Their faith is in Christ Jesus. They know He will not let them down. They
are encouraged to continually be a servant in His Kingdom.

4. All qualifications must be considered as a unit!

-

,,,')'

111. PAUL'S RFASONS FOR GIVING THESE GUIDELINES TO TIMOTHY. VERSES 14 1 6
A.

l i e wrote them as a substitute, and preparation, f9r his coming t o visit Timothy.
v 14..

1. He is encouraging, by instruction, Timothy's ministry.
2. He hopes to be with Timothy soon.
6.

He wants Timothy to know shy these qualifications are given if, for some reason,
he is not permitted to meet with Timothy. v. 15

1. He wants Timothy to be able to teach men how to conduct themselves in God's
house the church.

2. He wants Timothy t o know that it is from the church the message of salvation
is heard. The church is the ONLY SOUL-SAVING AGENCY ON EARTH!
3. He builds Timothy's confidence that the message of the church is TRUTH.
4. This is in opposition to the'false teachings of the Jews and Pagans.

C.

He emphasizes that God's mystery, His Son, now revealed is so great that His
evidence refutes all objections against God or Christ. v. 1 G
1. He was manifest in the flesh
a. John 1:1-4
b.l Johtl 1 :1-4
c. I Peter 1:13-21
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~

,,
I

- Chapter 3
2, Justified in the Spirit
a. To declare righteousness, to vindicate.
b. Christ was vindicated in Iiis own Spirit (Heb. 9: 14), before men by
overcoming death and raising from the dead, Robertson Word Pictures, p.
577, Vol. IV

3. Seen of Angels

-

..

a. Luke 24:4 tlie tomb
b, Ascension tlie angels spoke on I-lis behalf
c. I Peter 3:22

-

4. Preached among the nations
a. He was preached to all people
b. Colossians 1:23
c. Matthew 28:18-20
d
Mark 16:ZO

5. Believed on in the world
a. II Thessalonians 1 :10
b. Compare I Timothy 1 :1 5
c. Not only was He proclaimed but tie was accepted--two very distinct acts.
6. Received up into Glory
a. Ascension
b.Mark 16:19
c. Acts 1:9
7. What a sermon, sermon series or/and lessons!!!

D. Paul is telling Timothy that the facts are real. They are dependable. “I’ve given you these
qualifications so men will know just how great a joy, ministry and message they have”, is a good
paraphrase of this passage of scripture.(dlc)
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- Chapter 3

SU MMARY:
In this chapter the offices of leadership are stated. Church polity, as God wants it, is
outlined. To accept more than this is doing the unnecessary, To reject a part of this
leadership plan is to reject God's wisdom.
We are also reminded of the importance of the wife t o the leaders. She is t o be a great
example, even as is her husband, to all.
Just in case one begins to think that the eldership, deaconship or the work of an
evangelist is of no real value, paul let's us know we have the responsibility for the truth
of God. We are leaders in our communities for Christ.
#+

Then, t o really convince us, he enumerates many great things that cannot be
refuted. They are all a part of our stewardship as leaders.
There never has been a lawyer who prepared a better brief for any case than that which
Paul presents a t the close of this chapter.
BE THE LEARER CHRIST WANTS YOU TO BE STARTING NOWl(dlc1
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I Timothy

1. If a man

- Chapter 3

the

TEST OVER I TIMOTI-IY, CHAPTER 3,
NAME
GRADE-DATE(fill in the blanks, use extra pages if needed)
of a bishop he
a good

-

1L

2. Name eight qualifications of an elder.

3. What is the greek meaning of "ruleth well his own house".
8.

What does that mean to you?
Give a practical example of how that would apply to an elder in the church.

4. List the qualifications of a deacon.

5.

List the characteristics of the women mentioned in chapter 3.

6.

Why do you think Paul included women a t this place?

7.

What was Paul's motive(s) for writing this passage t o Timothy?

8.

Do you believe that men today can meet the qualifications stated in this chapter for the
elders and deacons? Why?
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9.

Using as much paper as you need write your answer to the following:
a. What can the church expect of the elders?
b. What can the church expect of the deacons?
c. What can the church expect of the evangelist?
d. What can the elders expect of the church?
e. What can the deacons expect of the church?
f. What can the evangelist expect of the church?

10.

Using extra paper make your own outline of chapter three.

1 1. If you are not a leader in the church a t this time:
a. Do you think it is a good work?

b. Are you willing to begin t o prepare yourself to become an elder, deacon or evangelist?

Thank you for giving me the privilege of developing this study! I have found it very exciting and
hope you will also.
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ORDINATION OF OFFICERS
THE ORDINATION OF OFIKERS
BY
.DON DEWELT
used by permission

It is imperative that we understand the details of this lesson, that we not only understand it, but
that we understand it VERY WELL. This is true because 50 much difficulty has arisen, and is yet
with us over the so-called "election of officers".
I

I

I

I
I

1

There are multitudes of both elders and ministers who will testify t o the truthfulness of
the above statement. Mark carefully each point in this study. "Prove all things and hold fast t o
that which is good,"
THE MEANING OF THE WORDS "ORDAIN AND APPOINT"
These words appear in THREE PLACES in the New Testament:
1. Acts 6:3 ...'I appoint''...
2. Titus 1 :5

..."appoint"...

3. Acts 1 4 2 3..."had appointed"...
In Acts 6:3 and Titus 15 the Greek work is "kathistemi". Literally it means, "To set, place,
put." As pertaining to our subject it means, 'IT set one over a thing, in charge of it; t o appoint
one to administer an office". Note carefully that the selection of these seven from among the
multitude was the responsibility of the church. The setting or placing was the task of the
apostles. More about this in the latter portion of the lesson.

I

1
I

In Acts 1 4 2 3 the greek word is "kheirotoneo". This word is translated "ordain" in the King .
James version and "appoint" in the revised version. Robert Young in his analytical concordance
gives this literal meaning: "To elect by stretching out the hand." THAYER defines the word as
follows: "To vote by stretching out the hand; to create or appoint by vote; to elect, appoint,
create." It would seem here that the entire process of selection and appointment is embraced in
this word.

II. THE SELECTION OF MEN FOR THE OFFICES IN THE CHURCH.
I. The Holv Spirit has a part.
The Iioly Spirit has given, in the New Testament through speakers and writers He has
inspired, the qualifications for church officers. These men who meet the Holy Spirit's
specifications are the ones l i e has designated to hold the office. Note these references:
Acts 13:2
Holy Spirit said'I...
Acts 20:28
Holy Spirit hath made"...

...
..."
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In thinking of the, Holy Spirit's part in the selection of the men we must not forget t h a t
the direct operation of the Iioly Spirit through spiritual gifts probably had a part in the
selection of men for the offices in the Apostolic perlod. This does not however annul the
fact that the I-loly Spirit is the one today that gives us the qualifications for the men of
the offices in the churcli.
2,,The evanaelists had a part.
a. In Acts 1 4 2 3 the appointment involved the selection by the church, the setting into
the office by the apostles with the approval of the congregation. In this case the
evangelists (apostles) lead in the action of appointment. We say this because of the
meaning of the word "appoint", see previous page.

b. In Titus 1:5 Paul instructed Titus t o "ordain" or "appoint"elders.We would
understand this word t o suggest the termination of the ceremony, Le. after the selection
had been made and the approval given, then Titus was t o "set" the men into the office.
c. Acts 6 : l - 3 tells of the whole process of selection and appointment. Note: First, the
qualifications are given by the apostles. Second, the multitude selected seven men from
among the larger group who meet these qualifications. (Just HOW this was done is
purely a matter of conjecture, but that "the brethren" did it we KNOW). Third, after the
seven were "chosen" the apostles placed them into the offices by the laying on of hands.
This reference should be a warning t o every evangelist that tries t o do the will of the Lord: "Lay
hands HASTILY on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins;" 1 Timothy 5:22.

...

3. The congreaation has a part.
From the above references and comments it should be rather clear what part the congregation
has. It might be well t o briefly outline it again:
a. To "look out" the men who meet the divine qualifications.

I

b. In 1 Timothy 3:10, men for deacons are to be "proved" before they are placed in the
office. If this was true of the deacons it would surely be also true of the elders. This
would necessitate a period of time in which the congregation would be made aware of the
nominees for the offices, during this period of time the lives and abilities of these men
could be either approved or disapproved by the members of the congregation.
c. The men after a period of selection and proving can be presented to the evangelist for
appointment.
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Answer These Questions

1, Why is it essential to understand this lesson very well?
2. Give the two meanings of the word "appoint".
3. What is the Iioly Spirit's part in the selection of officers
4. What is the part of the evangelist in the selection?
5. Concisely state the part of the congregation,
111. THREE NEW TESTAMENT EXAMPLES OF SELECTING MEN FOR OFFICE.
1. The selection of an evangelist. (Acts 16: 1-3)

It would seem in this case that Paul found a young man who had demonstrated by his native
abilities and work that he was able to do the work of an evangelist. Timothy was of "good report''
'like the deacons and elders, in his case the source of the report is mentioned; the churches of
Lystra and Iconium. From what we have learned previous t o this record we know that Paul laid
his hands upon Timothy and gave his special Spiritual gifts, 2 Timothy 1:6. We also know that
the hands of the "presbytary" (elders) were laid upon Timothy to grant him the "gift" of the
office of an evangelist, 1 Timothy 4: 14. Although such a procedure is not; here mentioned it is
altogether within possibility that such did take place when Timothy was called from Lystra.
in the light of the above we would say that Paul found a young man well reported of for his
labors ("first proved"), by two churches. l i e circumcised him for expediency, laid his hands
upon him to grant special powers, the hands of the elders of Lystra and Derbe and possibly
lconium were laid upon him to grant him the gift of the office of evangelist and they departed for
the work of evangelizing.

2. The selection of elders. (Acts 14:23
Since we have mentioned this case before we will here only say that the New Testament does give
an example of the selection of elders.
3. The selection of deacons. (Acts 6: 1-6)
This text too has been developed. Deacons were selected for the church.
Answer These Ouestions

1. How did Timothy show himself t o be a candidate for the office of
evangelist?
2. Why was Timothy circumcised?
3. When were the hands of the elders laid upon Timothy? Why?
4. Why did Paul lay his hands on Timothy?
5. Who selected the elders in Acts 1423 and the deacons in Acts 6: 1 67
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IV. SOME CONCLUSIONS DERIVED FROM A STUDY OF TI-IESE .EXAMPLES AND COMPARATIVE
PEFERENCES,
1. All points involved in the method of selecting men are not revealed in any case. So within the
limitations fixed by these examples, other scriptures, and good sense we conclude that God has
left unmentioned details up to the church.

2. The general method consists of FOUR STEPS, any of which may be first. Circumstances
determine the order of these steps.
a. A Man Makes Known His Desire To Hold An Office.

.* ,

This desire can be made known either before or after the man is approved by the church.
It is a man's moral and Christian liberty to apply for, accept or decline any office. We
say the above for the following reasons:
( 1)
( 2)

(3)

An elder must state his desire for the office if his qualifications are to be made
known to all concerned. cf. 1 Timothy 3: 1.
It seems reasonable that Timothy desired to be an evangelist (or he wouldn't have
been doing the work that he was) and that he made this desire known either with
or without a suggestion from Paul or the churches. (Acts 16:l-5)

The seven men of Acts 6: 1-6 may not have known prior t o this time that there
was an office of "servant" in the church, yet when approached by the church
concerning the matter they desired or a t least were willing t o hold the office of

deacon.
To put a man in office who does not desire t o be there usually yields poor, if not bad, results and
is not in keeping with God's will.

b. /I
Man Proves himself Or Establishes The Fact That I-le Is Oualified For The Office,
This can be done in giving the man a number of tasks in which
he can serve in a "unofficial" capacity. In the discharging of these tasks he gives
evidence of his qualities or lack of them to a wise observer. Evidence that this is true:
( 1) Deacons are to be proved ( 1 Timothy 3: 10), and if it is necessary that a deacon be
proved it is more important that an elder or an evangelist also be proved.
(2) It would be impossible for a church t o know of a man's qualifications unless he had
first proved himself.
( 3)
It would be foolish for the church to put in office a man concerning whose
qualifications she was wholly or partially ignorant. .
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C.

Of The Men Who Have Thus "Proved" Themselves The Congreuation Selects The Men They
Want In The Office,
Just how this "looking out" (cf. Acts 6:3, was done we are not told. We know that it
should be "done decently and in order". A Committee of men t o receive nominees for the
office could be one way. After this nominating committee had received the names of all
those the persons in the congregation feel should be in the office their names are posted
and a period of time elapses in which any complaint against them can be made known to
the nominating committee or t o the elders of the church, if they have such. Scriptural
proof that such a procedure should be followed:
( 1)

In Acts 6:3,khe "looking out" was done by the multitude of the disciples. We are
not told how, but the above procedure could have been followed. The point is that
the responsibility of making a selection among those who were qualified was up t o
the congregation.

( 2)

In Acts 1423, the meaning of the Greek word indicates voting by the show of
hands. The churches in Derbe, lconium and Lystra were not voting on the
qualifications of the office. That was already established by the I-loly Spirit. They
were voting on a "looking out" or "selection" among the men who were qualified as
to just which ones would fill the office. Surely among the 10,000 Christians in
Jerusalem there were more than seven who met the qualifications; hence the need
for selection. Son in the churches in Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, there was a need
for a selection. It was in this "looking out" or selection that the voting took place.

,

d After The Men For The Office Are Chosen, And A Selection Among
Them Has Been Made. After A Period Of Time Has Elapsed For Examination Of Their Lives
And The Qualifications. Thev Are Appointed Tp The Office BY The Layina On Of Hands.,

Answer These Questions
1. Why is it necessary for a man to make known his desire for the office? How is this t o be
done?
2. What is meant by the term "first proved"? How is it to be done?
3. In what way is a congregation to "look out" men for the office?
4. What was the reason for the "voting" of Acts 14.:23?
5. How are the men finally appointed to the office? cf Acts 6:3,6

Specific New Testament Examples:

1, The deacons, Acts 6: 1-6
2. Paul and Barnabas, Acts 13:2
3. Elders, Acts 1 4 2 3
4. Timothy, Acts 16:l-5; 1 Tim. 4:14.; 2 Tim. 1:6
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SOME CONCLUSIONS DERIVED FROM A STUDY OF THESE EXAMPLES

1, Concerning the PURPOSE of the procedure.
To impress upon all concerned their new and added responsibilities. The
responsibility of the officer to the Lord and the congregation for the conscientious
fulfilling of all his duties. The responsibility of every individual Christian t o the
Lord and the congregation to honor those in office by maintaining his scriptural
relationship with them.

.I

To make known t o ail concerning that certain ones are recognized by the church
as being duly authorized and set aside for a special work. In this regard it might
be well to say that certain ones who were already officers were set apart for a
special type of work, within the scope of their respective offices, t o a special
field of labor. Cf. Acts 13: 1-2. Paul was already an evangelist by virtue of the
fact that he was an apostle. Barnabas worked with Paul in the evangelistic field
prior to this. Cf. Acts 1 1:22-26

9'

The purpose is not t o impart a spiritual gift or any special power. This may have
been part of the purpose in the days of the apostles but it can not be today. Only
the apostles had the miraculous ability t o bestow spiritual gifts by the laying on
of their hands. Cf. Acts 5: 12; 8: 14, 15; 19:6-11; Romans 1:1 1; 2 Tim. 1:6.
The elders could not impart any power t o anyone and especially t o an apostle. Yet
they laid their hands on Paul and Barnabas, Acts 13: 1,2.

2.

concerning those who are in charge of the ceremony and are to impose their hands. From
the scriptures cited, these seem to be logical conclusions:
(a)
'

The evangelist or evangelists will preside and impose their hands, Acts 6: 1-6;
14:23; CF. Titus 1:5. If there are elders in the congregation they also may
impose their hands with those of the evangelist, 1 Tim. 4: 14; 2 Tim. 1:6. The
elders may preside if no evangelist is present or if the one being set aside is an
evangelist himself. Acts 13: 1,2

3. Concerning the essential parts of the ceremony.
(a)

Prayer, fasting and laying on of hands are three indispensable elements because
of our scriptural examples.

(b)

It is clear that more than these three things is necessary for the sake of an
orderly and harmonious procedure. Since no more than prayer, fasting and the
laying on of hands is mentioned we conclude that God has left the rest of the
ceremony up to those in charge. It is important that any additions t o the
ceremony aid and add to the purpose of the service. Anything that does not is
vain, detracts from the service and covers up the real meaning for the occasion.
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4. A sample ceremony.

A time of fasting and prayer is specified. A t least: one meal should be omitted and
the time spent in prayer and meditation about: the seriousness of the occasion a t
hand, and the responsibilitiesinvolved. Every Christian in the congregation can
participate in this.

,

,..i

A time or place of assembly is specified.
( 1 ) The service is opened by the evangelist or whoever presides,
( 2 ) l i e introduces the service with appropriate remarks and prayer.
(3) l i e exhorts the congregation with regard to their responsibility
( 4 ) The one being set aside comes before the people and kneels,
( 5 ) The evangelist and elders each place their hands (or hand) upon the head of
the kneeling officer.
( 6 ) The evangelist charges him with the responsibility of his office and prays.
( 7 ) This concludes a simple service which may be varied or added t o within
scriptural and reasonable limits.

4.8

THE WORK OF THE ELDERS
BY
ROY WEECE
used by permission
Introduction
A. Initial suggestions t o Elders and Deacons

-

1. Remember qualifications you're now being watched more than ever.

2. We are to be peace-makers - not trouble makers,

-

3. Speak your feelings here don't speak against each other elsewhere. Don't
conspire or plot against one another.

4.. Listen t o other' opinions. Respect them! Go with majority vote. Don't always
insist on selling only your own idea.

5. Constantly look for growth ideas.
6. Keep "what's BEST for the congregation" in mind.
7. Present a "united front" to the church - you'll be a personality as a group,
both Elders and Deacons.
8. Problems will increase as family grows. Don't be frustrated by them.

THE ELDER'S WORK

1. SI-IEPIiERDING PROGRAM We divide the church into six groups, Each elder is assigned a
group for one year. He is to call on every family a t least once within the year. This can best be
done by appointment with one family each week. When someone is sick, the elder over that
group calls immediately. When someone is absent, the elder over that group calls immediately
to check why.
2. RECLAIMING DELINOUENT CHURCH MEMBERS We checked the membership list t o find who
presently showed no signs of love for Christ. We prayed about them and our responsibilities
toward them. We contacted them by letter and asked them to meet with us for thirty minutes a t
the church building. We talked with them about their earlier interest in Christ. We questioned
them about their delinquency. We encouraged them to return to Christ and meet with us again.
Two of those we talked with stated their desire to "go the world's way." We announced this to the
congregation.

3,COUNSELING WITH YOUTH AND ADULTS We have called in youth five a t a time and talked with
them about their relationship to Christ. We have talked with married 'couples who were
contemplating separation. Also disputes among members who asked that we do so. (Elders must
build these "bridges" and people will come.)
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4. APPOINTMENT OF TEACI-IERS IN TliE CliUI~~1-l
Each July the elders meet to appoint all the
teachers for Sunday mornlng classes, Sunday evening classes, Wednesday evening classes, and
any special classes t o be taught that year. (The elders also appoint annually money countersBible School presider, music man, Bible School Secretary, Organist, Pianist, Song Leader for
Bible School, Church dinner sponsors, Church Recorder, Financial Recorder, Floral Arranger,
etc).

I

I
I

..

5. ~ISSIONSWe are presently supporting two Bible Colleges and one foreign missionary with a
percent of our offering. We are supporting one man in Canada and two children's homes on a
part-time basis. We have sent four young men to other countries for summer work. (One each
year for the past four,)
We are presently paying the salary of one man in another country. Our missions'
giving for this year will be about 35 to 40 percent of total income.

6. WOMEN'S WORK The ladies of the church who are willing are assigned tasks related t o the
church life. Twenty different ladies are capably filling jobs related t o the church office. Others
work in other areas.

1

7. ASSIGNMENTS FOR DEACONS Realizingt h a t the deacons are a special group of servants in the
church, the elders assign each of the deacons a major task in the church life. These assignments
release the elders and the evangelist for their responsibilities before God.
8. FACILITIES The elders have determined the needs of the church in the area of building
expansion.

9.RELATIONSIiIP TO LOCAL EVANGELIST The elders have released him for teaching and
evangelization throughout the United States. They have recognized the value of his being
"itinerant" as well as "located." They have felt free t o discuss his work with him and have been
specific in work assignments.
10. NEW CONVERTS When a person gives his or her life to Christ and is baptized immediately,
he/she is then introduced t o the elders and hidher relationship to them is explained. One elder
takes three pages of instruction to the home of the new convert. The pages are: "What the
Church Teaches." "What you, as a new Christian, can expect from the elders and evangelist."
"What God expects of you as a new child."
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What Does the Church Teach by Roy Weece
WHAT DOES TI-IE CI-IURCIiTEACH?
BY
ROY WEECE
used by permission

1. The Bible is God's only rule book of life--the only infallible rule of faith and practice,
2 Timothy 3:16 -17

2. God is the only God, the Supreme One, the Creator of the world.
L

3. Christ is the Son of God and the only Saviour of the world.
,i:

Colossians 1:13

- 18

4. The only church God intended for the world as a divine institution is the church of His Son. It
is His Body and His Bride.

-

Ephesians 4:4. 6
Matthew 1 6: 18

5. The law of Moses has been set aside and is no longer binding to Christians.
Colossians 2: 14
2 Corinthians 3
Hebrews 8:13
6. Baptism is by immersion. Baptism is essential. Sprinkling is an idea of man.

-

Acts 8:27 39
Mark 16:16
Galatians 3: 27
7. The Lord's Supper is to be observed each Sunday.
Acts 20:7
1 Corinthians 11
Acts 242
8. Christians are t o live holy lives. Christianity is more than just a Sunday affair.

Colossians 3
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What Does the Church Teach by Roy Weece
9. Elders are the spiritual leaders of the church. The only higher authority is Christ I-limself.

-

1 Timothy 3:l 7
I-lebrews 13:17
Acts 20:17 34

-

IO. Deacons are a special class of servants in the church.
1 Timothy 3:8

- 13

1 1 , Hell is real. The lost will suffer in this lake of fire eternally.

-

I'

2 Thessalonians 1 :7 10
Revelation 14:1 1
Revelation 20:1 1 - 1 5

12. Heaven is a tangible material reality. The eternal home of the redeemed.

-

John 14:l 6

13.The judgment day follows the Second Coming of Christ and is inevitable.
I-lebrews 9:27
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WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT FROM THE ELDERS AND THE PREACHER

BY
ROY WEECE
used by permission
1. YOU CAN EXPECT THE ELDERS TO GIVE GUIDANCE AS A GROUP.

They will maintain only Bible teaching in the classroom and from the pulpit. Their
purpose will be t o lead the members of the church heavenward.

2. YOU CAN EXPECT PRIVATE COUNSEL FROM THE ELDERS.
When problems arise in your life, the elders are over ready t o help you. If you desire
special instruction from the Bible, they will see that you receive it.
3: YOU CAN EXPECT WHOLESOME CHRISTIAN EXAMPLE FROM THE ELDERS.

They are interested in displaying Christ through their lives and will do their best t o
demonstrate the kind of life a Christian should live.

4. YOU CAN EXPECT THE ELDERS TO MEET THESE QUALIFICATIONS:

1 Timothy 3

Titus 1

-

1 Peter 51 4

"Without reproach" --Guarded from error, well thought of by outsiders.
"Husband of one wife" --Married, happily married, better able t o cope with situations that
arise in the family of God.
"l-laving obedient believing children"--Able t o train God's family
"Given to hospitality"--Both in home and the church house
"A lover of good"
-God is good and all He advocates is good
"Sober minded"
-Steady mind. Not used by "pressure gtoups"
ttJusttt
--Natural sense of fairness, can exercise judgment
"l-loly"
--Pure. Worldly elders make a worldly church
"Self-controlled" --Master of his mind and body. Not controlled by doubtful habits.
"Faithful t o the Scriptures" --This demands accurate knowledge
" A p to teach"
--Able and willing t o teach
"Orderly"
--Scripturally organized
"Able to convict gainsayers" --Able to produce evidence that a teacher is false when it's true
that he is.
"Not self-willed"
-Serving the interests of the church, not his own.
"Not soon angry"
-Not "hot-headed." Righteously indignant a t times.
"No brawler"
--Not quarrelsome but as gentle as a doctor with a patient.
--Not one who loves to scrap.
"No striker"
"Not greedy"
-A covetous man will not lead the church in a program of advancement.
"Not contentious" --Not wearing feeling on his sleeve.
"Not a novice"
--Not a recent convert. Let him prove himself
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5. THE PREACHER IS HIRED TO INSTRUCT AND HELP SET THE CI-IURCII IN ORDER
You can expect counsel, guidance, and wholesome Christian

example from him also,
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DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF ELDERS
BY
SETH WILSON
used by permission
Introduction:
Importance of eldership.
The most important institution in the world is the church of our Lord. The most
important: institution in any community is the local church. In Phil. 1:1, Paul addresses the
church as "saints," "overseers," and "sewants." Every member is a saint and should walk
worthily of the high calling. To have a church we must have saints--men cleansed from sin and
sanctified unto God, who have come out of the world and "hid their lives with Christ in God."
Officers are not essential to the existence of a church. As need arises and as men are qualified,
pur "Rule of Faith and Practice" makes provision for selection of two classes of officers--elders
and deacons, amenable to t he local congregation and subject always to the authority of God's
word. The church is not for the officers but the officers for the church. If the church is the
most important institution in the world, then we can hardly attach too much significance t o the
office of deaconship and eldership. It is the zero hour in the life of a congregation when elders
and deacons are selected by that congregation.
Scriptures concerning Elder's Work"
Acts 20: 17, 28-32, 35; 1 Tim.3: 1-7; Titus 1 :5-11; 1 Tim. 5: 17-1 9; 1 Pet. 5: 1-4;
Eph. 4:11-13; 1 Thess. 5:11-14; lieb. 13:7, 17.

I. They have a work t o do,
( 1 Tim. 3:l "he desireth a good work." It is a job,not simply a position of rank or
honor.The elders have no special right t o do works of Christian service; but have the
special responsibilitv to do and too see,)
A
The names used to designate the officer indicate the duties attached to it.
1. elders ( ~ ~ E U ~ W E ~ Oold
I , men), Acts 1423; 20: 17; 1 Tim. 5: 17; Titus 1 :5; 1
Peter 5: 1.
2. bishops or overseers ( E ~ ~ o K O ~ OActs
~ ) , 20:28; 1 Tim. 3:l-2; Titus 1:7;
3. pastors or shepherds ( ~ O I ~ E V E O ) ,1 Peter 5:4; Eph. 4,:11;
a. feed (noylatvw) literally, shepherd, Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:2.
4. rulers or superintendents (npowzapevot), 1 Thess. 5:12; 1 Tim 5:17.
5. teachers ( S d ~ ~ ~ a h oEph,
i ) , 4:ll; 1 Tim. 3:2, 5:17; Titus 1:9.
6. rulers or leaders (qayoup~voi),Heb. 1 3 7 , 17.
(The elders are t o teach, shepherd, oversee, and hold responsibility for the
church)

.

"Feed the church of the Lord which He purchased with His own blood." Eiders
hold the life of the church in their hands as a trust.
1. "Take heed...to feed." ( ~ ~ o o E ~ ~ ~ E ~ E , .Acts
. ~ o20:28b.
~ c ~ ~ E ~ v )
2. "Therefore watch ye" ( S ~ Y P C I ~ O ~ E ~ TActs
E ) , 20:31a.
3. "Obey ...for they watch on behalf of your souls..." (n~tzll~(3zll~...auzoirap
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1

aypvwovow v n ~ pzwv n a v ~ q w vocf hoyov ccno6oaoveo) Meb. 1 3: 17.

B,

i
I

=

Indications of the extent of their work,
They may have to watch the flock by night-a young man or woman in public
dances, a man covetous in his business, a person young or old being led into the
snare of gambling or idleness, exposed to the soul disease of getting something for
nothing. 1 Peter 52-5: "Tend the flock of God which is among you (poimanate to
en umin poimnion tou theou) exercising the oversight not of constraint but
willingly, according t o the will of God, nor yet for filthy lucre but of a ready
mind, neither as lording it over the charge allotted t o you, but making
yourselves ensamples t o the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall be
manifested, ye shall receive the crown of glory that fadeth not away.

1 Thess. 5: 12: "But we beseech you, brethren, to know them that labor among
you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish YOU: (vs 13) and t o esteem them
exceeding highly in love for their works sake. Be a t peace among yourselves.
(1 4). And we exhort'you, brethren, admonish the disorderly, encourage the
fainthearted, support the weak, be longsuffering toward all." "Fainthearted" is
literally feebleminded--weak in will or understanding, wanting firmness or
constancy, irresolute, wanting in courage, depressed by fear, easily discouraged.
"Longsuffering" is t o be of a long enduring spirit, not t o lose heart, slow t o anger,
slow to punish, patient in bearing injuries and offence.
2 Tim. 223-26:"...Must not strive, but be gentle towards all, apt t o teach,
forbearing, in meekness correcting ,them that oppose themselves."
The flock, the whole flock, everyone in the flock is t o be tended, fed, guided, watched over
and guarded. If a shepherd would tend his sheep as many elders tend the flock of God, his
sheep would certainly be sick, weak and lean, and often losr even as the flock of God is.
Supervision of the teaching in the Sunday School, Supervision of teaching in the home.
If a member absents himself from the Lord's table, the work should be so well in
hand that the elders take knowledge of this fact and act accordingly.
Note: We can see whv elders must be carefully selected; why we are given such strict
divine qualifications. The Christian Way of life is a "strait (strict) and narrow way" for
everyone entering into the Kingdom, but the elders must be such men that they keep the
others in the narrow way without being a farce, without falling themselves, and without
inviting rebellion.

Ndle: An erroneous popular obsession and the blame for it.
The obsession has widely obtained that we elect elders primarily to preside a t the
Lord's table on the Lord's Day and to share in the discussion of finances a t the monthly
board meeting...The high and noble calling of the elder, his glorious opportunities and
tremendous responsibilities, his heaven ordained work is all but lost sight of in the maze
of departures from the divine pattern,..The placing of the blame for this state of affairs
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has largely been a matter of "passing the buck". Most of us are somewhat t o blame, but
allow me to place it in large measure on the shoulders of the preacher, the evangelist
who should set things in order (Titus 1 :5). Condoning of sin, flirting with worldliness
in heavenly places, flattery--those we frequently substitute for the declaration of tlie
full counsel of God. If any preacher preach, let him preach as the oracles of God--he
may lose his job, or even if he doesn't, he may incur the displeasure of a great. host; but
he will save his own soul and the souls of some who hear (Ezek. 9:6)". Geo. M, Elliot.

I

I"

Corrective discipline is one of their great responsibilities as shepherds. 1 Tim. 5 2 0 21: "Them that sin reprove in the sight of all, that the rest also may be in fear, I charge
thee in the sight of God, and Christ Jesus, and the elect angels, that thou observe these
things without prejudice, doing nothing by partiality." This was directed t o Timothy but
falls t o the shepherds of the flock. Gal. 6: 1 : "Brethren, even if a man be overtaken in
any trespass, ye who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; looking
t o thyself lest thou also be tempted by Wilson
Summary: Take charge of the babes in Christ.
1. Guard their progress (See that they do progress) I-leb. 10:23-25; 12:1 1213.
2. Restore the falling. 1Tim. 5:21; 1Thess. 5: 14..
3. Preserve correct teaching. Titus 1:13.
4. Eject those incorrigible corrupted in life or teaching. 1Cor, 5; 1 Thess. 3:6,
14;Titus 3:lO.
5. Receive the penitent after ejection. 2 Cor. 26-8.

C. Manner and attitudes to be used in such work.
Titus 2 15: "These things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let
not man despise thee."
"Firmness does not exclude love, and vise versa, love does not exclude
firmness....We must love the erring brother; but in loving the sinner, we must
take care not to whitewash the sin On tlie one hand, there must be no 'get even',
'I told you so', cold shoulder spirit in dealing with the transgressor...On the other
hand, any sentiment which we have toward the erring brother which will entice
us to tamper with the New Testament teaching is not 'love uncorruptible." When
the cold tide is carrying a brother t o hi5 death, we should not give him the icy end
of the board; neither should we refuse him the means of salvation for fear of
offending...So, 'Let all that you do be done in love'...I Let all bitterness, and wrath,
and anaer. and clamor, and railing. be put away from You, with all malice: and be
ye kind one t o another, tenderhearted, foraivi,naeach other. even as God also in
Christ foraave You." (Eph. 4:3 1-32)" Geo. M. Elliott.

...

2 Tim. 223-26: "...must not strive...be gentle...p atient...in meekness..."
1 Peter 5:2-4.: "...not be constraint, but willingly...a ready mind...Neither as
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being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples..,

'

D,

Gal, 6: 1: "...in the spirit of meekness."
2 Cor. 4:1,2: "...not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God
deceitfully but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves t o every
man's conscience in the sight of God."

...

The fuling authority of the elders.
1. They are to rule.
a. "Remember them that have the rule over you." I-leb. 13:7
b, "Obey...submit" Heb. 13:7
c, "Salute ail them that have the rule over you," Heb. 13:24
Note: These passages are translated in the Emphatic Diaglott "leader", in
Rotherham "those who are guiding you."
d "that are over you" 1 Thess. 5: 1
e. "...the elders that rule well..." 1 Tim. 5:17.
f, "one that ruleth well his own house...( but if a man knoweth not how t o rule
his own house how shall he take care of the church of God?
1 Tim.
3:4,5

2. There are limits to their ruling power.
a. They are under Christ
They serve as bondservantsof Jesus Christ. God "gave Him t o be head over
all things t o the church, which is His body." (Eph. 1:22,23 and Matt.
28: 18). They are not t o usurp any authority--cannot alter the divine law
of admission, or the divine law of regulation, or the divine law of ejection.
b. They, under Christ, are servants of the congregation. 2 Cor. 4: 5; 1 2: 1 5
This office is a function. It offers no place for ecclesiastical ascendancy but
for service. 1 Peter 5:3: "Not lording it over the charge allotted t o you."
In 3 John 9-1 2, the example of Diotrophes, who loved the pre-eminence,
is condemned. They are not to subject people to themselves but to the Lord
Jesus. Elders are not given any power t o force submission t o their will.
All that they do must be done by means of teaching and persuasion and
example. Inasmuch as they teach the word of Christ, all the authority of
Christ constrains the hearers to submit.
(not the 'authority' of the elders) dlc
c. They are t o be subject t o one another, doing their work in harmony and cooperation.
An elder is "iiot self-willed" (Titus 1:7), No one man is t o dominate. We
can see the reason Cor a plurality of elders in every place. "...and appoint
elders in every city" (Titus 1:5. No one man should exercise the authority
and beat the burden of the eldership. It is evident that there is no
justification in the New Testament for calling one, who is the preacher,
"the Pastor." With the other bishops (if he is a bishop) he may be
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designated a pastor. But he must be otherwise qualified, chose and devoted
t o the responsible work of a bishop. It is more scriptural to call him “the
minister.” To take all the shepherding, pastoral work and responsibility
from the elders and put it on one man who happens t o be preaching for the
church is a very grievous error, fatal to the highest and sanest leadership
in a church.

II.

They have submission and respect due them.
The eldership has almost all duties and no rights, but:
1. If they are t o teach, the congregation must receive their teaching as long as it
is scriptural.
2. If they are to rule, it is the duty of the members t o submit t o all their acts of
discipline which are not in violation of the law of Christ.
3. If they are t o correct the worldly they will be expected t o be likely t o make
enemies and to be slandered, so the church should not be prejudiced by gossip
or rumor against them.

1 Tim. 5: 19: “/4aainst an elder receive not an accusation except a t the mouth
of two or three witnesses.”
1 Tim. 5:l “Rebuke not an elder but exhort him as a father .If This
instruction is given even t o a proven preacher having the inspiration of the
Spirit of God.
1 Tim. 5: 17,18:”Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double
honor, especially those who labor in the word and teaching; for the
scripture saith thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the corn;
and, the laborer is worthy of his hire.”
Gal. 6:6:But let him that is taught in the word, communicate unto him that
teacheth in all good things.”
1 Peter 5:s: ”Likewise ye younger, be subject unto the elder. Yea, all of you
gird yourselves with humility t o serve one another; for God resisteth the
proud, but giveth grace t o the humble.”
111. The congregations have responsibility t o God and t o man t o select elders who are bothworthy
and capable of doing the work God wants them to do. We should always strive t o uphold the
standards divinely set for the church and its workers.
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SOME PRELIMINARY SCRIPTURES AND QUESTIONS WHICIi WE NEED TO CONSIDER:
Read these passages carefully in their context: Gen, 24:2; 50:7; Num, 1 1 :16,17; Matt, 15:Z;
Acts 4:8; 6:12; 11:30; 13:l; 14:23; 15:2,4,6,22,23; 16:4; 20:17, 28-32; 21:18;

24:l; 1

Cor. 12:28; Phil. 1:l; Eph. 4:ll-16; 1 Thess. 5:12-14; 1 Tim. 3:l-6; 5:17-19; Titus 1:s1 1; I-leb. 13:7, 17, 24; James 5:14,15; 1 Pet. 31-5; 1 John 1,
1.
2.
3,
4;

I
I

.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

11.
12.
13.

14.

What does the term "elder" mean?
What does the term "bishop" denote in the New Testament?
What did the term "pastor" refer to in the days of the apostles? Eph. 4:ll;
1 Pet. 5:l-4
Who directed the teaching of the local congregations in the first century?
When was the term "elder" first used t o describe an office or official?
What term carries the thought of rulership?
What word means "shepherd?"
What is the marital state of the eldership
To what is "t-uling his own household well" applicable?
Does this completely exclude single men from the office of elder? Defend your answer.
Explain the qualification, "not given to much wine."
Why do you feel as you do on this question of drinking wine?
Are the qualifications set forth in the N.T. for the eldership impossible t o meet?
Explain your answer t o # I 3.

THE WORK OF THE ELDERS AS INDIVIDUALS
This primarily refers t o the elder as a Christian, the experience shared by all those who
would follow Christ. Yet in some actions the elder sets himself apart from his fellow believers.
These actions are quickly seen in his home establishment and in his ability t o propagate the
faith.
Are these qualifications actually different from the responsibilities of all Christians?
How valuable is the elder's Christian example?
Responsible Christian action ought t o be a prime consideration in selection of elders.
Idow Christian must an elder be? Are there degrees of Christianity?
How can we improve our Christian witness in our home community as individuals?
What would be t he total impact of a consecrated eldership in all of our churches?
Attempt to define consecration ,
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Do we tend to turn from grace to law in such definitions?

What scriptural principle can pravide unlimited advance? Consider Romp8:3- 14;
12: 1-8; 1 Cor. 10:3 1, 32; Gal. 2:20,2 1 Christ living in me to the glory of God.
THE WORK OF THE ELDERS AS CI-IURCI-1 REPRESENTATIVES
Here we use the term "elder" in its official New Testament sense denoting an office.
The word "elder" is of Hebrew origin. In the 0. T. it was used extensively as a title for
rulers of tribes and natiovs. Gen. 24:2, 50:7; Num. 1 1:16,17.
The same title is used often in the N.T. 1 Pet. 5:l; 1 Tim. 5~17;2 Jn, 1.
.O"

We are interested in this word mainly as it denotes an office in the church.

Even in the N.T. the same word, "elder", sometimes refers t o the office of a ruler of the
Jews. See Acts 4:5,8;6: 12; 24: 1,
The Greek word is "presbyteros", which literally means one who is older. But not every
older man can be an elder in the official sense. Attainment and growth in the Christian life is
more important than years. No age is specified in the Scriptures.
In 1 Tim. 4: 14, the word "presbytery" appears. It is simply the Greek "presbyteriou"
anglicized. If translated, it would read "the body of elders."
"Elders, among the Jews, were the rulers of the people, prominent men who took the lead
in directing and controlling affairs. The elders of a city correspond t o councilmen, just as we
now call them "city fathers". The elders of the people were their representatives and rulers in
government and management of affairs pertaining t o the public welfare. As an official term, .
therefore, this word expresses the idea of government by men of age, prominence, experience
and wisdom. It indicates that this office is one that imposes important duties and grave
responsibilities, and that it should be filled by men who are competent t o perform the work
devolving upon them efficiently and successfully, It indicates that an incompetent eldership is a
great misfortune, and disastrous in its consequences." W.L. Hayden, p, 51, Church Polity

It is the work of the elders to conduct the business affairs of the church, with the
delegated authority of the congregation behind their decisions. This eliminates the impossible
task of convening the entire Christian community every time some minor matter must be
decided.
I

The elders also guide the church in the larger decisions where congregational voice is
deemed necessaty, (action deemed correct by man, not the Word-dlc), by their carefully and
prayerfully made recommendations.

It would follow that the elders also control the activities of the deacons as servants of the
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church, sirice the elders regulate the church's action by their declsions, (I would greatly
reword, or eliminate this paragraph-but I did not write it --dlc)
This is not a unilateral action, for the N.T. teaches the plurality of elders.

It might be good to suggest that they exercise the executive power of the church alone,
since the Scriptures provide both the legislation and authority for judicial action,
Benevolence, education, evangelism, worship, and community life all come under the
responsibility of the eldership,

THE WORK OF THE ELDERS AS BISHOPS
"Bishop" is a term not commonly used in our churches. We have some inherent prejudice
against this title because of its hierarchical connotations in modern church usage, Yet it is used
in the N.T. in describing the work of elders, and in reference t o the office. Read 1 Tim. 3: 1 1 2 ;
Titus 1:7; Phil. 1: 1.
"Bishop" is from the Greek word "episcopos" which literally means an overseer or
superintendent.
In 1 Peter 2 2 5 this word is used in reference t o Christ as the guardian of our souls.
There is no record of its use t o indicate an official over more than one congregation.
Historically you must come into the third
century to find the title of bishop applied to a church officer ruling over a group of churches.
There is some indication t h a t one elder became the presiding officer for a set period of time over
the eldership of a local congregation. In the second century these were called ''monarchial"
bishops. Presumably we have hit upon the notion of the "chairman of the board" in much the
same fashion. This selection of leadership is certainly not hierarchical.
Notice that the words elder and bishop are used interchangeably in the N.T. Acts 20: 17, 28;
Titus 1:5,7
Since then, the word bishop itself indicates an overseer or superintendent, we can quickly grasp
the work this must involve in relation to the congregation.

The church is the Christian community in any locality. It must have community life t o be
energetic and expanding, as well as to care for the needs of its members.
The community life is under the direction of the elders. What, in your mind, must the
community life of the church include?
Without faithful participation himself, how can a bishop be qualified to superintend?
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COMMUNITY LIFE MUST INCLUDE TI-lE ENTIRE RANGE OF ACTIVITIES WI-IICIi ARE NECESSARY for
the well-being of each individual member of the church.
liere is where our churches have fallen short of the New Testament ideal,
BENEVOLENCEcaring for widow, orphans, handicapped, those temporarily destitute by disaster,
and emergency needs is benevolence. This need not be charity. Self-help is the
New Testament action indicated.

SOCIAL LIFE We are a leisure-minded people. The church cannot provide every avenue of
pleasure that may be legitimate for Christian usage, but it can provide far more
than is generally recognized. That particularly of youth and advanced age.
QUTREACH

I'

Consciousness of the need of others is an American virtue. It needs to be a
church responsibility in relationship t o our total global mission. Missions
can revitalize any church program when properly introduced and maintained.

TI-lE WORK OF THE ELDERS AS PASTORS
Again, "pastor" is not a term commonly used for our elders. We often refer t o the preaching
minister as the pastor, and he many times fills the position of a teacher and shepherd. I-lowever,
this word is used in the N.T. only in Eph, 4: 1 1, and refers to t he elders. It definitely describes
a most important part of their work. Read these Scriptures: Eph. 4,:
1 1-1 6; Acts 20:28-3 1 ; 1
Pet. 5:l-5
The Greek word is often in the verb form, meaning t o shepherd, frequently translated "tend" or
"feed". It is evident that this title describes the work of pastoring. Since Christ in 1 Peter
5: 1-4, is called the Chief Shepherd, it clearly suggests that the elders are undershepherds.
The responsibility of tending the flock of God is all too lightly regarded.

It is certainly permissible for the congregation and the elders t o hire a pastor t o lead in this
work but this does not eliminate the work of all the other elders in pastoring.
This is closely related t o the work of the elder as a teacher, but: here the elder is serving as
overseer as well as laboring in the propagation of the faith.
Under the position as pastor comes the work of directing the worship, home visitation, and a t
teaching program of the church.
To "feed the flock is to impart spiritual nurture t o each member.

Worship is a means of feeding, The feasting a t the Lord's table, properly understood, is the
highlight of the Christians' week.
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The preaching of the Word is feeding tlie flock upon tlie Bread of Life. liere again the pastor
must be certain that his flock is being properly fed. If he does not preach himself, he is the
guardian of the pulpit so that heresy, digressive doctrine or anything other than the Word of God
will not be preached to the flock

I

I
I

To divide the membership under the direction of the elders and to rotate the divisions to allow
the pastors better opportunity for home visitation is a good plana, A general rule might b e t o
place twelve families under each elder and have him visit them once each quarter inquiring as t o
their spiritual, material and social welfare and needs.

I

Thus a congregation of 50 families (about 200 members), could be cared for by four elders and
with only one call each week for each elder. The entire congregation would be called upon by all
the elders under a rotation system in one year's time.
I

liome visitation of this kind is not necessarily evangelistic, but it is good practice for complete
shepherding.
It is in this matter of being shepherds that I fear our elders fall the farthest short of the N.T.
instructions. Yet this is not an impossible task nor one that is burdensome. What a real
blessing it is when faithfully performed with evident joy of serving.
It is a good suggestion to take one deacon with you as you make your pastoral calls, in order to
,

help him grow toward proficiency in the work which one day be his.
How many churches do you know that have tried this rotation pastoring by the elders? Is this a
workable program? (Yes, I've served a t least two churches that have implemented this rotation.
dlc).

I

1

Do you think the one man pastor system is adequate, no matter how hard your preacher works a t
the job?
Would this eliminate the need for a paid preacher? Why not?

iI
I

Would this program increase his efficiency and outreach? How?

Do your elders actually look out for the flock by attention to them a t worship?
What has the failure of this practice produced in our churches in this generation?
Would not a return to pastoring by the eldership remove this grave danger t o the practice of
New Testament Christianity?
THE WORK OF THE ELDERS AS TEACHERS
Shepherding and teaching are closely interrelated in the work of the church.

64

THE WORK OF THE ELDERS by Woodrow Phillips
Naturally this indicates a personal qualification t o teach. Many have argued that an elder does
not need to teach, but that he is to supervise the teaching. That may be true, but nothing so
hampers a school as to have supervisor who know nothing of' teaching.
Pastoring requires teaching, I may agree that this does not require standing before a class as a
teacher, but I cannot agree that the elder can be properly qualified who does not know the
content of, or how to impart, the Christian message.
Read these Scripture: Eph. 4: 1 1; 1 Cor. 1228; Acts 13:l; 2 Tim. 2:2 Note especially: 1 Tim.
3:2; 5:17; Titus 19

It does not follow that all the teachers must be elder, or that all the teaching must be done by
elders. See Titus 23,4. A strong indication is made that the elders are to supervise all the
teaching.
A*

Every Christian has responsibility to teach the Word of God t o others. See Matt. 5: 13,14,19;
Coi. 3:16; Titus 2 3 ; Heb. 5:12, 3:12,13; 10:24,25.
It is imperative that the elders know the thing to be taught, the Word of God. They must
constantly give a strong voice in upholding New Testament principles.
As teachers, they are t o deliver the faith, not only to their own generation, but t o future
generations. They must reverence the Bible as the complete revelation of God. They are
commanded to commit the same t o faithful men who shall be able to teach others also (2 Tim.
22).
As a teacher the elder is constantly before the congregation and under observation. I-le must be
on guard not to dominate, and not to retreat in the face of any error in teaching t h a t may be
introduced into the studies or the lives of members.
CONCLUSION: The apostles seemed to consider themselves t o be elders. A t least, Peter and John
1 Peter 5:l; 2John 1; 3 John 1.

so referred to themselves.

The churches of the N.T. day, soon after their beginning, had elders to lead them. See Acts
14,:23; 152-6; 20:17, 28; 21:17-24; Phil. 1:l.
Here ate the specific duties listed:
Acts 1 1 :29,30-representing the Jerusalem church in receiving an offering
Acts 1 5: 1-29; 1 6:4-conferring with apostles and others about a matter of dispute
Acts 20:28-feeding (shepherding) the flock
Acts 20:29-3 1 -watching and protecting the flock from "wolves"
Acts 20:35-helping the weak
Acts 2 1 :1 7-24-giving advice on how to allay false opposition
Eph. 4:1 1-1 6-equipping the saints for their full ministry and maturity

.
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SECTION V. PAUL WARNS OF FALSE.1-EACI-IERSAND TEACI-IING. 4: 1-1 6.

I. Paul warns of specific false teaching t o warn Timothy of coming sins.

A

YS

1-5.

This is not the first warning of coming sin.
1. Matt. 24:ll and Mark 13:22

2. 2 Thess. 2:3
3. Acts 20:29,30
6, Paul takes great care t o let those who read this letter know that this is n o t u his
thoughts. He very clearly states in verse one that the Spirit has stated these facts t o him
and he is recording the same. This is another clear indication of the inspiration of the
Bible. vs.1
,I;.

SEE EXCURSUS 0N INSPIRATION BY GARETH REESE, used by permission, Central Christian
College of the Bible, Moberly, Mo., starting on the following page.
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EXCURSUS ON INSPIRATION
A. The process of inspiration (men being carried along by the Iioly Spirit, 2 Peter 1>2 1) Is
explained by, Paul in this classic passage. 1 Corinthians 2:9-16.

13. First, Paul declares to these intellectuals that the Bible has not come from human reason, but
by divine revelation.
1. l i e begins the treatment of this subject by telling the Greeks that neither scientific
investigation nor human reason has ever been able t o discover a sure foundation upon
which a religious system could be built. ("It never entered into the heart of man...")
C1 Then Paul proceeds t o describe the three successive steps in the transmission of truth from
the heart of God to the heart of man.
1, These are REVELATION (the a c t of the I-loly Spirit imparting t o the Bible writers truth
incapable of being discovered by mads unaided reason 2: 10-12); INSPIRATION (the act
of the Holy Spirit enabling the Bible writers t o write down in God's chosen words,
infallible, the truth revealed 2:13); and ILLUMINATION (the act of the Holy Spirit
enabling believers to understand the truth given by revelation and written down by
inspiration. 2: 14-1 6)

D. We will deal first with REVELATION.
1. Paul explains that the Bible did not come by way of scientific investigation and human
reason, but that it cam in another way, revelation. v. 10
2. Then Paul, by the use of pure logic, proves t o these Greeks the impossibility gf
discovering God's Word through scientific investigation or human reason.

3. The first step, therefore, in the transmission of truth from the heart of God t o the
heart of the believer is revelation.
E. This brings US to the doctrine of VERBAL INSPIRATION which Paul states in v. 13 (Verbal and
Plenary is the same thing).
1 , After the Bible writers had been given the truth by means of the act of the Holy Splrit
in uncovering it to them, the apostle says that they were not left to themselves t o make a
record of it. (It is one thing t o know a certain fact. It is quite another t o find the exact
words which will give someone else an adequate understandingof that fact. And right
here is where the need of verbal inspiration comes in.)

2. Paul first makes the negative statement, "Which things we speak (put into words),
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not in the words taught by human wiSdom," That is, the words which the Bible writers
used were not dictated by their own human reason or wisdom.

3, Then the Apostle makes the positive statement, "But in words taught by the Spirit."
HE SAYS THAT THE WORDS WIdICIi THE BIBLE WRITERS USED WERE TAUGHT THEM BY
THE HOLY SPIRIT.

'

(That is, as they wrote the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit who had revealed the
truth t o them, now chooses the correct word out of the writer's vocabulary,
whose content of meaning will give to the believer the exact truth God desires him
to have.)

,

2'

(This, however, does not imply MECHANICAL DICTATION nor the effacement of the
writers own personality..,not like a typewriter or water pipe.)
(Example of how the Holy Spirit worked...Acts 1 6:6-1 O...didn't do anything about
,guidance as long as they themselves were on the right track, but when they
wanted t o go astray, then they were hindered.)

4. Thus we have in the original Hebrew and Greek texts of our Bible manuscripts the
very words that God taught the writers t o use as they recorded the truth, 'which they
had received by revelation. This is what is meant by Verbal (Plenary)
inspiration.

5. Then, Paul, in the word, "Comparing spiritual things with spiritual" explains this
process of choosing the right word in each case.
a. This is the procedure which the Bible writers went through in writing their
books. As led by the Holy Spirit, they searched through their vocabularies
for the exact word which would adequately express the truth they wished t o

record, By the process of comparing the word witti the truth they wished t o
write down, they rejected all those words which the Holy Spirit showed them
would not correctly express the thought, and finally chose the word t o which
the Holy Spirit led them.

b. We have evidence of the personality of each writer while in other places we
have points exactly alike, thus showing inspiration.

F. We now come to the doctrine of ILLUMINATION, namely the act of the Holy Spirit enabling the
believer to understand the truth given by the revelation, and by inspiration written down.
1, Paul says, "The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God."
a. The natural man is the educated man a t the height of his intellectual powers,
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but devoid of the influence of tlie Spirit of God.

2,

The Spiritual things are Spiritually discerned.
a. The Idoly Spirit illuminates the sacred page of the Scripture t o the believer.

b. The lioiy Spirit works only through the preached word (written word) ...not
directly on the heart. Fact-Faith-Feeling,

Wuest, In These Last Days, pages 36-42
Gareth L Reese, Professor C.C.C.O.B.
,,,"
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C, In this warning Paul is explicit concerning the coming corruption.
1. There will be great apostasy,
a, A turning away from the faith,

b. This verse does great damage to the infamous doctrine, "Once saved, always
saved."

c. Those falling away will listen to "seducing spirits."

I '

1,

There are spirits who deceive those who listen and obey their
message.

2.

They are the exact opposite of the Spirit guiding Paul t o record these
coming corruptions.

3.

They form quite a different picture than was formed of Christ in the
last part of chapter three.

4.

This is a reason we are given the admonition to , "...try the spirits,..".
1 John 4,:l

d Next they will follow doctrines of demons.

I

1.

Propaganda produced by the devil and his angels.

2.

Note 1 Cor. 10:20ff and Col. 28.

3.

The demons were counterfeiters trying t o copy the truth.

2. They were allowed to corrupt teachers and others, v2
a. They are hypocrites.

1.

Play acting - original meaning comes form the stage.

2.

They speak lies with reckless abandon.

3.

These meti know they are liars. They simply avoid God's complete

truth.
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b, Their own conscience is completely without feeling!

II

.,,I

1.

They no longer CARE about right or wrong in relation to God's will,

2.

They are only concerned with what will help them materially in this
world.

3.

Thus they can lie or lead a person to condemnation without being
bothered a t all!

4.

As the Christian is to bear the marks of Christ, the sinner bears the
marks of the devil, lying hypocrites and having a conscience which is
branded with the mark of satan!

.'

c. "The tragedy is not that we have such hypocrites, for they have always been
with us, but that multitudes will give heed to their satanic doctrines."

DeWelt, p. 78, 1 Timothy.

3. This corrupt teaching causes debasement. vs 3.
a. Forbidding t o marry.

1.

Marriage is God's ideal plan for man and woman today no matter what
"modem society" tries t o stress....See:
a.
Gen. 2:18
b.
Matt. 18:4-6
C.

2.

Eph. 5:22-33.

The following notes regarding marriage are taken from 1 Corinthians
notes prepared by Danny Camp.

SECTION VI. QUESTIONS CONCERNING MARRIAGE. 1 COR. 7: 1-1 6
Paul now begins to reply t o some written inquiries they have made of him in the letter
about marriage.
A. Responsibilities of Husbands and Wives t o Each Other. vs 1-7.

1. Danger of not having a wife. vs 1-2
a. Is it better to remain unmarried than to assume the responsibilities of
marriage in this time of distress?
b. To the unmarried there are some words.
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c. Paul does not say one estate is better than the other.

d One husband and one wife equal faithfulness,

. 2, The mutual obligations of the husband and wife.

vs 3-5.

a. Share the marriage privilege,

b. One has not total power over the other.
I

'

c. If you do refrain from sexual activities do it only on

1.

Agreement

2.

For an agreed length of time.

3.

In prayerful consideration before and during the time of restraint.

4.

Be well aware that a t this time Satan will try his best to cause
personal and family problems t o arise.

5.

Thus it is with utmost care and considerationand dependence upon God
such action is t o be taken.

6.

Remember you and your spouse are really not two individuals, you
are one in a very real sense.

MARRIAGE

3. Authority for instruction. vs 6
a. Paul does not command.

b. He gives options and lets you choose which best fits your situation.
4. Paul's preference and realistic outloolc is seen in

vs 7.

a. He would like all to be as he, unmarried, mainly because of the impending
stress of the time.

b. It is tempered with reality.
c. Not all can endure single life.

B. Regarding the Widows and Unmarried. vs 8 - 9.
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1. It is good if they remain as single. v 8
a. Celibacy is not better than marriage.

b. It does not make one a better Christian.

2, If they do not have the self-will then they should marry rather than sin. v. 9
a. The passion is there, it cannot be ignored,

b. It is stronger in some than others.
e. It can be handled.

3. The Lord does not speak on this matter Himself but Paul is inspired by His
Spirit and therefore, in essence, the Lord is speaking. We should so regard
Paul’s word as from the Lord, for he is inspired. (See Excursus On
Inspiration a t the close of chapter three.)
C. Regarding Married Christians. vs 10 -1 1

1. The wife should not depart from the husband. vs 10
2. If she does depart she is t o remain unmarried or be reconciled t o her husband.

3. The husband should not depart from his wife. vs 11
4. See following notes in 1 Cor. regarding divorce.
D. Regarding Mixed (religious mix) Marriages. vs 12

- 16

1. If the non-Christian partner is willing t o live with the Christian partner the
Christian is not to leave. vs. 12 - 13
2. Some reasons for staying together as a matried cwple.
a. The unbelieving spouse may be sanctified in the believing spouse.

1. There is not need for divorce.
2. The marriage is holy in the eyes of God.

3.

To attempt to change God’s pattern for marriage is to debase both man
and woman and insult God! Also, such action is a direct disobedience
to Godr
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b. Commanding to abstain from meats.

1,

On what bases should one person command another person to abstain
from meats?

2, The honest answer has to he, "From one's
personal opinion."
3. See 1 Corinthians notes by Danny Camp on
following pages.

-

SECTION VII. CONCERNING MEAT OFFERED TO IDOLS. 8:1 13
,,,.
Chapter 8 is an answer t o their inquiry concerning things sacrificed t o idols,
The principle t o be observed here is, "DO not cause your weaker brother (or sister), t o
stumble.''
A Facts Contained In Their Question. vs 1 - 3

1. Claim to knowledge.
2. Some were puffed up.

3. Quality of love.
B. Analysis of Idolatry and Idol Worship. vs 4

-6

1 .The worth of an idol.
2.There is one God.
a. Some may claim to have gods or lords.
b. We only have one of each.

1. One God, the Father.
2. One Lord, the Christ.
C. To Some To Eat Is To Defile Themselves. vs 7

1. Some still believe in the idol's power.
2. Eating, they think they honor the idol.
I

I
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3. If:they have a weak conscience ,they are defiled being "the weaker brother."
D, The Eating or Refusing To Eat Idas Nothing To Do With
Salvation.
vs 8
1 If we eat we are not a better Christian.
I

2. If we eat not we are not a better Christian,
3, Salvation is not found in that which enters or
does not the stomach!!

MEAT

E. The Liberty And Responsibility of The Stronger Brother. vs 9-1 2
1. Don't be a stumbling block,..don't demand your "rights".
2. Take care concerning your example:
a.

There must be knowledge of:
1.

2.

b.

The idol
&
The power of God

Be certain you rightly divide the Word of Truth!

3 , A weak brother may be lost, in which case you would be sinning against
your brother!
4..He is important for Christ died for his soul.

5. You would also be sinning against Christ if YOU lead him astray,
F. Paul Understands That Which Is Important. vs 13

1 ,Take note of the ''if" clause.
2. I consider my brother's soul important (Paul's unselfishness.
3.The principle of Limitation of Christian life:
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a,

Condition: If meat causes my brother t o stumble.

b,

Jjesolution: 1 will eat no flesh forever.

c.

Reason: That I cause not my brother to Humble.”

How. back t o the notes for 1 Timothy 4,:3ff

b. Notice the principles for eating meat,
1,

God created the meat to be gratefully received by those who know and
believe the truth.

2.

All of God’s created animals are good for the use of food. vs 4

3.

Gratitude t o God for Idis provision is the key here,

I‘

I
’

,

4,

a.

Are you grateful for your God-given supply of food?

b.

This places more importance on the prayers offered for food.

c.

By providing for our food God has demonstrated I-lis concern in
our daily lives.
b

God’s meat is “set apart’’ for our use by the authority of God’s own
Word and our prayer of gratitude. vs 5
a.

Man has not the authority to declare which meat is t o be, or not
to be, eaten.

b.

God already has so decreed its value, and by accepting it with
thanksgiving we express our gratitude.

c.

Do not let anyone lead you astray in this matter. Learn what
God’s Word says and then follow I-lis way!

D. “Note Five Distinguishing Characteristics Of The Dangerous Heretic.
1. He is driven by the desire for novelty.
1
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2. He exalts the mind a t the expense of the heart.
3. I-le deals in argument Instead of action.
'

4, He is moved by arrogance rather than by humility.
5. We is guilty of dogmatism without knowledge.
When we think of the characteristics of those who were troubling the church a t
Ephesus we c m see that their descendants are still with us today." 1 Timothy, p,
33, Barklay.

,I,,/

,

11, HOW TIMOTHY SHOULD DEAL WITH TliE FALSE TEACHING. (THE EVANGELIST'S MINISTRY)
CHAPTER 4, VERSES 6 16

-

I

A

It is one thing to pick our problems. It is another thing to provide solutions t o
those problems. In this situation Paul not only tells Timothy the problems facing
him but reminds him of the means by which godly solutions can be achieved,

B.

Notice Timothy's responsibilities t o the people, vs 6

- 11

1. l i e helps by suggesting rather than demanding. vs 6

a. The greek word v7coWqutmeans to "place under, t o suggest." Robefison
Word Pictures of the New Testament. Vol. IV. p. 579

b. He is t o made certain that "the brethren" understand the false doctrines of
4: 1-5.

2. l i e helps by being a good minister.
a. His suggesting or reminding the Christians that the problem is great and
instructing them of the nature of the problem is a vital aspect of his
mission as an evangeiist.

b. In this passage the word minister in the greek is "deacon", that of a
servant.

c. "The phrase, 'good minister of Christ Jesus', covers one's whole service for
Christ." Ibid, p. 579
3. He helps by continuing in the future as he has lived in the past.
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a, Nourished in the words of faith.

1.

The perfect diet for any Christian,

2.

The evangelist must fill his mind with spiritual food rather than
"trash".

3.

What the evangelist feeds upon is what the congregation will be
served.

4..

Therefore the evangelist must be very selective concerning his
reading material.

b. By remaining faithful to the teaching whlch led him t o God (the Scriptures,
II Tim. 3: 1 S), and has sustained his life in Christ.
1.

The evangelist can lift his listeners no higher than he is spiritually.

2.

It is the great responsibility of the evangelist t o teach God's Will even
if the entire society be against him.
a.

Stephen

b.

John the Baptist

c.

Gal. 1:6-10
Gal. 4.:1 6

d

c Timothy is told that he must continually "feed" himself. This demands
discipline on the part of the evangelist as well as vision on the part of the
congregation t o provide time for him to grow in knowledge. The evangelist
has the responsibility of properly instructing those under his charge,

d It is the evangelist's ministry t o "give and go."
4. Timothy helps by accenting the contrasts of life.
vs 7.
a. He is t o refuse profane p ~ B ~ j h 0 "unhallowed,
0
opposite t o
sacred accordingly it is that which lacks all relationship or affinity t o
God." Vine, p. 21 7

...

b.

And old wives fables .p-lu~ao,"an account, story, in which actually

79

I Timothy

- Chapter 4
there is a falsification of facts. Ibid, p, 67

I ,

1.

Both of these (profane and old wives fables), are in direct
contradiction to the words of faith and good doctrine of verse 6.

2,

Paul has pointed out some realities and encouraged Timothy to be
firm against those realities.

c. Paul does not just warn and hope for the best. l i e gives Timothy an
alternative-instead of pursuing unholy lies he is to train in godliness.

1,

This is an intense search after godliness.

2.

Every muscle (mental and physical), is to be developed that godliness
be obtained.

3.

No, this does not mean we work, or earn our way t o godliness.

4.

It means we use all our efforts and resources to obey the Lord. He
will grant the salvation.

d The evangelist is always in training for godliness. For his own benefit and
to lead all others in the pursuit of godliness.
e. Paul urges Timothy to follow a sense of balance. v. 8

1.

Paul was not telling Timothy t o withdraw from the human race in an
attempt to gain godliness.

2.

In fact, Paul states that bodily exercise gives a little help in this life.
It helps to maintain the body tone.

3.

It is the exercise of godliness that brings lasting results.

4.

a.

It brings the promise of great things during this life.

b.

More importantly, in the life t o come.

c.

Matthew 6:30ff

d

Mark 10:29ff

The exercise Paul urged Timothy was that of the spiritual nature-"What Paul had in mind, accordingly, must have included one or more
of the following comparisons:
'

I

.
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a.

Just as a youth in the gymriasiurn exerts himself to the utmost,
so you too, by God's grace and power, must spare no efforts t o
attain your goal.

b.

Just as that youth discards every handicap or burden in order
t h a t he/she may train more freely, so you, too, should divest
yourself of everything that could encumber your spiritual
progress.

c.

Just as that youth has his eye on a goal--perhaps that showing
superior skill on the discus range, t h a t of' winning the
wrestling match or boxing-bout in the palestra, that of being
the first one t o reach the post which marked the winning-point
on the running track, a t least that of improving his physique-"
so you should be constantly aiming a t your spiritual objective,
namely, that of complete self-dedication to God in Christ."
1
Timothy by
Iiendrikson, p. 1 5 1.

5.

Oh how I wish Americans were as concerned about their exercises
that bring godliness as they are about bodily exercises.

6.

Yes, WE need a sense of proper balance between the spiritual and the

physical.
f. What I have just said is wodh following for it is true in every way," states
Paul t o Timothy. vs 9.

1,

This verse refers to what he has said in verse 8.

2.

"The over emphasis on the care of the body is such a serious mistake:
it only offers a little pay, it is not enough to satisfy all our needs.
How short and temporary is the return for such care. On the other
hand, how full and complete the returns, in godly development, of the
care of the spirit, No wonder it is i? saying recommended t o all men,
of all time and place." 1 Timothy by Don DeWelt, p, 83.

3.

"Over against the widely proclaimed value of physical training, the
church confessed its faith in the infinitely superior value of
spiritual training." 1 Timothy, Iiendriksen, p. 1 52
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g. Paul declares that all evangelists have a common reason for service. vs 10
1,

In verses six to nine, Paul speaks to Timothy.

2.

In verse ten, he includes himself with the same admonition he gives
to Timothy.

3.

The evangelist is to:
a.

Labor-- KOX taw, "growing weary", "toiling", Vine p. 303.
Today we would say , "hard work."

b. Strive-

c.

,

~ ~ C I I V ~ [ O ~ "agonize".
E ~ ~ X

Ibid, p. 83.

1.

Paul really practiced what he preached, 2 Cor. 1 1:I 6-23
(can we say we have AGONIZED as an evangelist?).

2.

The laboring and striving must be for development of
godliness.

Have his hope set on the living God.

1.

We do not serve dead idols.

2.

We serve the God who can and does fulfill His promises.

3.

That is our hope, I-leb, 6: 19,

d

The chief of that promise is that lie is the Savior of the world,
especially of those who believe.

e.

God is Savior t o all, but those who will ultimately receive this
salvation are those who believe.

f.

"The end or purpose for which Paul and Timothy are toiling and
striving is, of course, this, that men from ali over the world,
be they Jews or Gentiles, shall heat the blessed gospel of
salvation, and better still, shall accept it and obtain everlasting
life." 1 Timothy by t-lendrilcsen, p. 153

g

Command and teach these things. vs 11
1.

This short verse summarizes all that has gone on from
verse one through verse 10.

I Timothy
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I

2,

I

-

"Train yourself (and yourselves for godly living". vs 7.
Orders such as these apply not only t o Timothy himself
but to all the presbyters, yes, and even t o all Christians.
It is probable that the expression, "these things" in
connection with "command" refers also t o implied
commands, such as, "never reject what God has intended
for use, but partake of it with thanksgiving (vs, 3,4),
"Nurture yourself (yourselves) on the words of faith and
sound doctrine" (verse 6),"Rely on the living God and on
His promise to all who live the godly life and who accept
by genuine faith" (verses 8 & 9).
Timothy must teach such things as, "Apostasy is coming,
in the form of asceticism" (verses 1 ~ 3 "That
) ~ error is
an insult t o God and to His work of creation" (verses
4,5), "An excellent minister is one who is nourished on
sound doctrine which he transmits t o others" (verse 6),
"The benefit which accrues from godly living transcends
that which results from physical training (verses 8IO).'l Ibid, p. 157

.,,..'

C. "Notice Timothy's ResponsibilitiesTo Himself That God Be Glorified. Verses 1 2

- 16.

1, He was to conduct himself in such a manner that all others would not "look
(think) down upon him.
2. He was to earn the respect of those around him as he could not demand respect.

3. This was t o be done by being an example to the believers (and the unbelievers
would be impressed also):
a. In word--manner of speech and conversation. Psalms 1 9: 14 is a
commentary on this point.
b. In manner of life--this is more than "words".

~

1.

It is acting instead of only speaking.

2.

Your manner of life is reflected in the friends you make and keep as
well as the people with whom you fellowship.

c. In love--This is the agapa love. The love that causes one t o forget self and
consider the needs of others, whether friend or foe.
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1,

One of the great ways t o develop this love is to read 1 Corinthians 13
once a day for 30 days and practice what you read,

2.

In that time you will see love in a new perspective and others, and
God, will see a new love in you. DeWelt paraphrased and adapted by
Danny Camp.

d In Faith-when others might weaken and falter the evangelist's faith would
cause them to give the needed respect
e. In purity--this deals with more than sexual purity.

1,

The evangelist must be the example of purity or his job is ruined.

2.

He is regarded as Christ's ambassador, therefore, he must live a
Christ-like life.

4. He is to carefully supervise each position of the service. As that leader, he is
to: verse 13
a. Give heed to reading.

1.

This is generally thought t o be the public reading of Scripture in
worship.

2.

This was t o be a continuing part of his ministry.

b. To given himself t o exhortation--This includes warnings and encouraging
the listeners to be obedient t o what he has taught.
c. To give diligence in teaching--There must be a program of teaching if there
is to be a continual growth in God's church.

1.

The teachings and exhortations are based on the Word of God.

2.

Aii three actions seem t o be continual in iiature.

The greek literally means "keep putting your mind on." Robertson,
Word Pictures, Vol IVp. 581
5. Timothy is to keep on remembering that he is a man, "set apart for a special
task." verse 14

3.

a.

He is t o "keep on not neglecting." It is a word of encouragement, not
rebuke, by Paul t o Timothy.
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b. I-le is to continue to use the gift given him. Just what t h a t special gift was
we are not told. In 2 Timothy 1:6, Paul states that he gave Timothy a
"special" gift.
c. lie is t o remember the imposition of the hands of the elders on him when he
began as an evangelist.

d "1, The selection of an evangelist. Acts 1 6: 1-3
And he came also to Derby and to Lystra; and behold, a certain disciple was
there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewess that believed; but his father was
a Greek. The same was well reported of by the brethren that were a t Lystra
and Iconium. Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and he took and
circumcised him because of the Jews that were in those parts: for they all
knew that his father was a Greek." It would seem in this case t h a t Paul
found a young man who had demonstrated by his native abilities and work
that he was able to do the work of an evangelist. Timothy was of "good
report" like the deacons and elders, in his case the source of the report is
mentioned; the churches of Lystra and Iconium. From what we have learned
previous t o this record we know that Paul laid his hands upon Timothy and
gave him special spiritual gifts, 2 Timothy 1 :6. We also know that the
hands of the "presbytary" (elders) were laid upon Timothy t o grant him
the "gif?" of the office of an evangelist,
(1 Timothy 4: 14). Although
such a procedure is not here mentioned it is altogether within possibility
that such did take place when Timothy was called from Lystra. In the light
of the above we would say that Paul found a young man well reported of for
his labors ("first proved") by two churches. lie circumcised him for
expediency, laid his hands upon him to grant special powers, the hands of
the elders of Lystra and Derby and possibly lconium were laid upon him t o
grant him the gift of the office of evangelist and they departed for the work
of evangelizing." Don DeWelt on THE ORDINATION OF OFFICERS, p. 3.
6. Timothy is challenged to total commitment. vs 15
a. Attend carefully to these things committed to your- stewardship.

b. Do not spare any effort. Even as Paul would not spare himself, so he
encouraged Timothy to give all his energies t o Christ's ministry.
c. He is asking this concerted effort by Timothy that all those who view
Timothy will see clearly his progress of growth and glorify God.
7. Timothy is challenged to take inventory of life.

vs 16

a. He was to inspect:
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1.

tiis life--was it as JESUS would have it in

development? Was

it a shining example for others
2.

His teaching--what was he teaching--truth or error?

b. Paul gives the reasons for such a challenge.

- 1S), you will gain

1

If you continue in the things discussed (verses 6
salvation for yourself and for those who hear you.

2"

"What a powerful argument is here suggested, t o engage ministers t o
preach the doctrines of the gospel truly and diligently, and t o set a
good example before their flock. By thus faithfully discharging their
duty, they will save thernselves eternally. And by their good doctrine
and example, impressing their hearers with a just sense of the
obligations of Christianity, they will be the instruments of saving
them likewise. Other power t o save is not competent t o man," (The
words "Christianity" and "Christians" are words this author
substituted for MacKnight's words "religion" and "religious". (dlc)
MacKnight, 1 Timothy, Vol. IV, page 235

SUMMARY:
The forthright statement of inspiration is not the only proof of God's hand in writing this
chapter of 1 Timothy. The range of contents in this chapter is so great the human mind could
not discuss them adequately in such a short space. The Spirit led pad to inform Timothy of real
sins to come and how to handle to the ones present.
This is not a negative chapter.Paul spends the last two thirds of the chapter showing how those
sins can be defeated. The burden of responsibility lies on the shoulders of the evangelist! he
must warn, He must teach. He must encourage, He must continue in a learning program of his
own t h a t he can instruct others, When one views the responsibilities of the evangelist he
quickly understands the need to support: him with prayers.
Paul so encouraged Timothy that it is clear the evangelist, elders and congregation is a unit
working t o glorify God.
We, too, are to be diligent. We are to teach God's word. We are t o be consistent in life and word.
.We are to support with prayer the evangelist. Thus the Spirit speaks t o us as well as t o
Timothy!!!
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TEST OVER 1 TIMOTHY, CHAPTER FOUR,
, DATE,
(Use extra pages if needed)

GRADE,

1. (Fill in the blanks,) "But the
saith expressly that in
away from the
, giving heed to
.
and
,

some shall

.

II

2. What two actions do hypocritical liars teach?
3. Why is every creature t o be received with thanksgiving?

4. What is the purpose of: "...we labor and strive..,'?
./'

5. Explain verse 12, giving practical application for each part.

I
I

6. What is required to be a good minister of Christ Jesus?

Explain your answer.

I

7. Explain the two-fold advantages of exercising ourselves unto godliness.
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SECTION VI, UVING TOGETHER IN THE FAMILY OF GOD. 5:l

- 6:2,

I.Respect for the Old and the young. 5:l-2.

A. There always comes the time for rebuking. In this section Paul is telling Timothy that
not only is it impossible for him to overlook sins, he must know how t o exhort with an
attitude of love and respect, vs 1
E. The way to work with old(er) men.

...

1. Do not rebuke- - - U ~ E ~ ~ I I ~"to
F Mstrike upon and in a figurative sense
with words rather than with fists." Robertson Word Pictures, Vol. IV, p. 583
a. When the evangelist is t o rebuke an older man he is not t o do it "with
hammer tongs".
b. Such a spirit would cause anger, fear, hatred and division, defeating the
purpose of rebuking.

2. Instead of rebuking an older man the evangelist is to exhort him

--

PapaKCthEU "primarily, t o call to a person napa , to the side, l t a h ~
, to~
call), denotes:
a, To call on, entreat.

b. To admonish, exhort, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct." Vine,
p. 60
3. As a father.
a. The evangelist is to treat the older man as if he were his own father.

I

b. "Respect for age is what is here commanded, an item appropriate t o the
present time." Robertson Word Pictures, Vol. IV, p. 583
C.

The way to treat young men.

1. As brothers, (in reality they are brothers in the Lord).
2. As equals.
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D. The way to work with women. vs 2
1. The older women are to be treated as you treat your own mother.
2. The younger women are to be treated as you treat your own sister.
3, In all purity,

~

1
I

'

a. This includes more than sexual purity, but it must always be remembered
that sexual purity is a necessity in this area.
b. "No sort of behavior will so easily make or mar the young preacher as his
conduct with young women."

4. This aspect of the work of an evangelist points out how dramatically
important it is t o have a wife working with hlm.

E. "Let him (the evangelist) then treat this erring one with the same hurnility, love and
tenderness, For, after all, the Christian community is a family, the most glorious
family of all (Matt, 1249-50); and it does indeed consist of fathers, mothers,
brothers, and siste E...in the Lord!" Vine, p. 23 1
11. Respect For The Widows. 5:3-16,

A. There is a two-sided situation in verse three:

1, The church is t o honor widows.
a. The word honor in the greek Is, z q a w - "to honor, is used of honoring a
person...the respect and material assistance t o be given t o widows "that are

widows indeed." Vine, p. 23 1

b. Trouble was the result when the church failed to honor the widows. Acts
6: 1-6
c. Psalms 68:5, states the one who cares for the widows and fatherless.

d James 127, declares that which reveals true Christianity.
e. It is the privilege of each congregation to support and dignify each widow of
the congregation.
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f. They are great sources of education for the younger women,

2. The widows are to be "widows indeed".

a, "Your (widows) direct line of aut.hority would be t o God, I-lowever, it would
be very essential to build around your life as many godly counselors as you
can, especially parents and parents-in-law, God takes special care of the
widow, He is their protector: "A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the
widows, is God in His holy habitation." psalms 68:5 The book of Ruth gives
significant guidance to the young widow." IBYC
b. As God is their guide, their lives must be dedicated to His service.
I"

6. This brings the question, "Who then is a widow indeed?"
The Holy Spirit, through inspiration, has given guidelines t o enable the church t o
correctly identify a "widow indeed." vs 4 16

-

1. She must be without family support. vs 4
a. This responsibility extends even to the grandchildren if necessary.

b. If the widow cannot support herself then it is the moral, natural and
spiritual responsibility of her family to care for her in her time of need,
c. If they w i l l not help this widow it is evident their Christianity is lacking
and then the church is to take over. THAT IS NOT A CUSTOM OF THAT TIME
ONLY, IT IS A BIBLICAL PRINCIPLE.

d It is God's desire that the children support: such women (mothers).
1.

Jesus taught concerning this very subject.

2.

In Mark 7:l-13,lie taught concerning the support of parents in
general. The principle is applicable here.
The Jews said, Mark 7:l 1 Corbin- K O ~ ? C ~ "signifies
V
(a) an
offering, and was a Hebrew term for any sacrifice whether by the
shedding of biood or otherwise; (b) a gift offered t o God." "Jews were
much addicted to rash vows; a saying of the Rabbis was, "It is hard
for the parents, but the law is clear, vows must be kept."

3.

-

Vine, p. 240
e. It is sad that the state has accepted the work the church has neglected.

2. Her (the widow) zeal is t o serve the Lord with all her energies! vs 5

-6
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a. "Desolate" indicates complete lack of support.

1.

She has no family, savings or income.

2.

To such persons the church should readily reach out to meet and
satisfy their needs.

b. She has her hope set on God. vs. 5
1.

She places her life literally in God's hands.

2.

I Kings 1723-16

c. She is concerned about others as well as herself.

1.

Supplications--prayers on behalf of those about her. Illustration of
Helen Bush, Grand Junction, Colorado. "Danny do you have anything
for me to pray for. Make it hard, I don't want some little thing."
I did, she did and He did!!

2.

Prayers--asking for God's leading concerning specific situations in
her Iife.

3.

This is not an attitude of occasional prayer. It is that of becoming
completely involved day and night.

4.

Indeed, these would be fervent prayers.

d The church always profits with the presence of such widows.
3. She is not t o follow the lusts of the world. vs 6
a, She is dead if she has given herself t o pleasures,

1.

Pleasure - znwcahuoa - riotous, luxurious living. Robertson Word
Pictures of the New Testament, Vol IV, p. 584

2.

The city of Ephesus was a center of sexual sins--goddess Diana.

3.

For a widow t o live riotously was to be "alive" t o this world but
"dead" to God and His blessings.

b. In Romans 6: 1-1 1I we are told we cannot continue in sin after becoming a
Christian.
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c. The same principle is to be applied to the widow who cares more for the
“bright lights” of the world than for the Son who gives light t o all men.

d Mark 8:34-38.
4. Warnings are given to the responsible parties. vs 7
a. Timothy is t o teach verses 3-6, that the widows would know how to conduct
their lives, vs 7
b. In knowing the desire of God they will receive God’s blessings rattier than
His wrath.
.!,.I

C.

The families are to realize their position with God if they refuse t o fulfill their
responsibilities. vs 8

1. The world is watching the Christian.
2. How each Christian treats one another is noticed, so it is with the way
Christians treat their parents,
3. He has denied the faith.
a. The one who refuses to help his family is worse than an infidel.

b. The pagans accepted as fact the responsibility of caring for their parents.
c. Euripidea’s “lphigenia a t Aulia”
”‘Twas I first called thee father, thou me child,
‘Twas I first throned my body on thy knees,
And gave thee sweet caresses and received.
And this thy word was: ‘Ah, my little maid,
Blest shall I see thee in a husband’s halls
Living and blooming worthily of me?
And as I twined my fingers in thy beard,
Whereto I now cling, thus I answered thee:
‘And what of thee? Shall I greet thy grey hairs,
Father, with loving welcome in mine halls,
Repaying all thy fostering toil for me?”
Barclay, Timothy, Titus and Philemon, p. 107
Even the pagans believed that the children were t o provide for the parents
when they could not.
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4.Paul is saying that if we care not for our widows all the rest; of our
Christianity is suspect!
5. I suggest it is time for the church t o openly support their fatherless and
widows!

D.

Paul gives three qualifications for widows. vs 9

1. The first qualification-AGE
a, Let none be enrolled--taken t o support, under the
age of 60 years old.

b. For reasons for this age read on what Paul states about younger women
who, after taking such vow, would not be satisfied when offered an
opportunity to remarry. This vow was not t o be taken lightly.

2. The second qualification-MORAL CONDUCT.

-

a. ~ v o- cxv8poc
c
yuvq- “one man woman” “The wife of
one man.” Robertson Word Pictures, Vol. IV, p,

585

b. “For although it was not the custom among civilized nations for women t o be
married to more than one husband a t a time, if a woman divorced her
husband unjustly, and after that married herself t o another man, she
really had two husbands.‘’ MacKnight, Vol. 111 & IV, p. 241

3. Third qualification-- is that of GOOD REPUTATION because: vs 10
a. If she has brought up children qualifies her t o teach the children in God’s

family.
b. If:she has demonstrated hospitality she has demonstrated her love and
compassion for strangers.
c. If she has washed the saint’s feet.

1.

Willingness t o do any task asked of her.

2.

“There is not one example after the church of God was established in
which Christians ever met t o wash one another’s feet as a church
ordinance, as was the Lord’s supper. Jesus washed the feet of the
apostles a t the feast of the passover on the night of the last passover
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lie ever attended; but there was not a word said to indicate that it was
intended as an ordinance of tlie church or as in any way a religious
service any more than any other act of Christian courtesy toward
each other. That was the very purpose for which Jesus washed the
disciples' feet, so far as I can learn from tlie passage, and whoever
makes more than that out of it makes it up by human wisdom. Foot
washing is mentioned but one tirne more after Jesus washed the feet
of the apostles, and in that case it was mentioned in connection with
private deeds of kindness for others, Paul, when speaking of the life
of the kind of a widow that should be supported by the church, said:
"Let not a widow be taken Into the number under threescore years
old, having been the wife of one man, well reported of for good
works; if she have brought up (raised) children, if she have lodged
strangers, if she have washed the saint's feet, if she have relieved the
afflicted, if she have diligently followed every good work."
(lTim.5:9-10) This is the last and the only other passage in the
New Testament that says anything on the subject, and here it is
mentioned as a private duty, Hence it isnowhere mentioned as a
public church service."
Questions Answered by Lipscomb and Sewell, P. 247

,

d If she has RELIEVED THE AFFLICTED.

1.

Willing t o give sufficient aid.

2.

The early Christians were persecuted and the "widow indeed would
have been one who gladly shared the burdens of others. (Gal. 6:2)

e. If she DILIGENTLY FOLLOWED EVERY GOOD WORK.

'

1,

She was selective in deciding which activities received her efforts.

2.

When the right one was chosen she labored with all her abilities and
talents.

E. Reasons for not Enrolling Younger Widows. vs 1 1-1 3
1. As stated before, this enrollment seems to indicate the widows enrolled
dedicated themselves t o God and His church.

2. Knowing the seriousness of a commitment to God, and knowing the desires and
needs of younger widows, Paul states they should not be put in situations that
would bring condemnation to their souls and a bad name to Christ and His
church. vs 1 1
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a, jca~acrzpq
YIOCU0atv Intense riotous living and continued growth in
wantonness. Vine, p. 197

..."

b. "To feel the impulse of sexual desire
Robertson Word Pictures, Vol. IV, p. 586
c. "Souter renders it here, 'exercise youthful vigor against Christ.' lbid

d Note the words "against Christ", what a horrible position for a child of God
to be found!!
3. The result of this wantonness is the desire to put aside the vow to God and
accept the offer of' marriage.
,,L'

WORDS
BY
VICTORIA BOOTH DEMEREST
If any man among you seem t o be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, ... this man's religion is
vain. James 1 2 6

A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver, Proverbs 24:l 1
When she was sixteen, my youngest daughter wrote a poem the first stanza of which reads:
Words, empty words! Like echoes from hidden vaults,
They do not lay bare the soul. So hard and void of feeling,
As pebbles in shallow Pools! Less meaningful then silence,
And yet a t times so cruel they break and crush the heart!
Perhaps my daughter was overly pessimistic when she wrote these lines, but it remains true
that we easily overestimate or underestimate the value and effect of words. How readily we can
dismiss a needy person with words that cost nothing and so give ourselves a feeling of duty done,
thereby deceiving only ourselves. And how quickly we can speak words that hurt and burn and
wound and as quickly forget them while they remain in the hearer as a memory which festers in
the soul. No wonder Jesus said we would have to give answer for our idle speaking. Oscar Wile
wrote in the Ballad of Reading Gaol that we my kill "with a kiss." Yes, and we my kill with
words, Cenverse!y, words my else turn despair into hcpe, sorrow into joy, darkness into light.
Words may destroy a soul, or they may transform a life. Let us rightly evaluate the power of
words and use ahem respectfully and carefully.
'

0 Lord, with the Psalmist 1 pray: "Set a watch before my mouth; keep the door of my lips," for
I realize that "in the multitude of words there wanteth not sin." If through thoughtless words I
have hurt anyone, help me quickly t o ask forgiveness. May I use words carefully t o lift and
bless and never to hurt or destroy. (Amen)

***********
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1.

Majoring in minors.

2.

"Busy about trifles to the neglect of the important matters."
Robertson Word Pictures, Vol. IV, p. 586

f. Speaking things wliich they should not.

1

I

2.

"The not necessary things, (is the literal translation from Greek),
and as a result, often harmful." lbid
Titus 1:l 1

F. Paul's Desire for the Young Widows. vs 14
1 It is Paul's desire that they marry rather t o vow t o God only later t o be found
fighting God!
a. Paul was

against marriage.

b. He is for the well-being of the soul first and foremost. And such is she case
here.
2. They have children--they will be able to build rather than destroy.

3. Rule the household.
a. Note that the wife is here put as ruler of: household, proper recognition of
her influence, a new and improved position." Robertson Word Pictures,
Vol. IV, p. 587

b. They were to guide the household. Vine, p. 237
4, They were to give no occasion to the adversary.
a. They were not to provide a "base of operation" from which the enemy could
assault them.

b.Their lives were to glorify Christ.

5. Paul gives a warning for all t o observe--vs. 15.
a. Paul reminds them that his instructions are not simply academic.

b. Already some have turned away from Christ into the embrace of Satan.
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c, This is a sobering thought, one we must watch closely that we can protect
those among us so inclined.

G. Paul makes a final appeal t o the Christian Women of the

Church. vs 16,

1. If any Christian wornan has a widow as a dependant and has the ability she is
to relieve (give sufficient aid) to that person or persons.

2. This will help the church,
a. It focuses on individual responsibilities.

b. That the church be not unduly taxed because relatives (or even friends)
will not accept their God-directed responsibilities.
c. That those who are widows indeed will have the needed support from the

church.
111. RESPECT FOR THE ELDERS. VERSES 17 - 25.

A. In chapter three we find the qualifications of an elder.
The essence of this passage is the attitude the church (especially the evangelist),
should have regarding the elders.
B. Recognize and reward the elders who really "stand before" the congregation as
examples. vs 17 - 18

1. Double honor is to be given.
a. Respect due them as godly leaders. Heb. 1 3: 13-1 7

b. Payment made for the efforts extended and to provide support for the elder
and his family.
2. The qualifying restriction is that the elders:
a. Labor--put all their efforts into the service of the King. 1 Thess. 5: 12-

.

13a

b. In the Word--personal study of God's Word.
c. Teaching--after studying the Word they share the information with others

to their edification.
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d From this verse it is clear that the eldership is a responsibility of great
magnitude.

3. Paul states Scriptural backing for the position of the paid eldership. vs 18
a. It is just:
1,
2.

The workers must be fed.
Deut. 25:4, and 1 Corinthians 9:9,10.

b, It is God’s will.

1O:lO

1.

Matt.

2.

1 Corinthians 9: 1 4

3.

Compare Lev. 19:13 & Deut. 24: 15

C. Respect concerning conduct of elders and others. vs 19 -20

1. Because of his very work, some people would not agree with an elder and
therefore start rumors against him, These rumors were to be discounted
and the elders defended by the test of the church.
2. “Here (1 Tim. 5: 1 9),presbyters are safeguarded even against having t o
answer a charge, unless it be a t once supported by two or three witnesses.
Lacking such support, the accusation must not even be taken up or
entertained. The reputation of the elder must not be unnecessarily damaged,
and his work must not suffer unnecessary interruption.” Hendriksen an 1
Timothy, p. 182

3. However, when an elder does sin he is t o be reproved in a Christian manner,
yet in a way:
a. That all may know the church does not condone sin.

b.That those who observe will realize t h a t sin will not go uncorrected by the
church.
c. This is quite different than the action of the pagan worship, for in them the

priests and priestesses were well known for their immorality.

d The correction of sin would mark the church as different, not just
“another” pagan service.
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Paul Indicated Personal Performance In The Evangelists's Relationship With The
Elders. vs 21 25

-

1. Realize the witnesses of the charge indicates the importance of the charge, vs
21
a. In the sight of God--there is nothing we do or a place we go that God does

n d see!
b,And Christ Jesus--He, too, is looking on.
c. And elect angels--angels who did not sin when Satan rebelled.
d See Luke 9:26, for the same triad.

2. Equality in respect for all people.
a. No one, especially the evangelist, is t o place one person above another

according to importance in God's Kingdom.
b.There is t o be not partiality in dealing with sins even if the offender is an
elder we appreciate.

1

c. "It is more than a sobering thought that God, Christ and elect angels are all
watching our actions and reading our thoughts. Remember, the all-seeing
and all-knowing God is a witness to your work among men. If we are
prejudiced or partial, we shall finally give an account for it. How easy it is
to allow friendship and personality t o turn our heads arid hearts. Prejudice
is preference, partiality is choice because of personal advantage." Don
DeWelt on
1 Timothy, p. 107.

3. Do not make hasty decisions in ordaining elders.
vs 22.

a. Since you are to have a part in the "ordination" service do not place your
hand of approval upon them until you know them.
b. This verse speaks strongly to the evangelists, congregations and elders
concerning unqualified men in positions of leadership.
c. This verse must be taken in the context of veee 21.
d Each man (evangelist in this case), is to remain pure by not showing
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par t ia Iity ,

4. Timothy is assured the proper use of wine. vs 23
a, It is clear that Timothy had a reoccurring problem t h a t a little wine would
help overcome.

b. Also, this verse indicates t h a t the source of trouble was t h e water.
c. Therefore, Paul prescribes a J i t t l e wine as a medicinal purpose.

d See DeWelt's special study on Wine in his bdok on 1 and II Timothy and
Titus, page 303 and following,

5. Paul answers an unspoken question of verse 22.
vs 24

- 25

a. The unspoken question could well be, "If it is possible for me t o become a

partaker of another man's sins by ordaining him, how will I know on which
man I can lay my hands.!" vs 23
b. One answer is given in verse 22, "...don't be hasty"... in this action.
c. Another answer is, "people will not be able t o hide all their sins. IF you
observe carefully you will see the sins and know not t o ordain that man.
d The converse is true. If you observe others you will see the good deeds and
be able to ordain such a man without condemnation. vs 25.
e. Just as sins cannot be hid, neither can good deeds remain a secret.
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JV. RESPECT SI AV ES ARE TO HAVE,FOR THEIR MASTERS. 6:1 2_

A. SITUATION: Christian slave in bondage to a pagan master. vs 1
1. Would not this give justification t o the slave to rebel against his master?
2. In no way!!!
3. By his Christian example he would be a great influence on his master.

4. "For the Church to have encouraged slaves to revolt against t heir masters
would have been fatal. It would simply have caused civil war, mass murder,
and the complete discredit of the Church, What happened was that as the
centuries went on Christianity so permeated civilization that in the end the
slaves were freed voluntarily and not by force. Here is a tremendous lesson.
It is the proof that neither man nor the world not society can be reformed by
force and by legislation. The reform must come through the slow penetration
of the Spirit of Christ into the human situation. Things have t o happen in
God's time, not in ours. In the end the slow way is the sure way, and the way
of violence always defeats itself." Barclay on 1 Timothy, p, 122
B.

SITUATION: Christian slave has a Christian master, vs 2
1. Would not this be opportunity to do as he "desired" without reproach from his
master?

2. In no way!!
3. They are t o serve as co-workers in the Kingdom.
4. Remember 1 Timothy 1:15, Christ came to save sinners, not to preech social
reforms.

5. When the slave produced his work the master would know. If he did not,
hoping for special favors, trouble would arise from fellow slaves as well as

the master.
6, The Christian slave is to remember the important fact for all Christianityhe and his master were going t o share in God's inheritance as joint heirs.
All are under the authority of God.
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Summary:

Paul, in chapters 5:l

- 62,has instructec timothy concerning the care for the family of

God,
'

There is to be respect and honor for the elderly and young, also for the men and women.
The widows were t o be honored. The elders were to be honored and respected, The
Christian slaves were to respect their masters, whether the masters were, or were not,
Christian.

As we apply this passage of scripture to ourselves may we always remember we are
members of the family of god. As such we are to show care and respect for every
member of this great family!
$8 .''

it is a thrill to be a member of a family who cares for one another in such a grarrd way.
Those without Christ cannot know this great joy. It is our great privilege, and we should
show our gratitude t o God daily. (dlc)
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TEST OVER TIMOTHY, CHAPTER 5:l 612
NAME,
DATE
GRADE
h

*

1. How is one t o rebuke an
a. elder (man)

b. elder woman

,+.I,.

c. younger man

d. younger woman?

2. How shall the phrase "...in all purity..." be applied?

3. Give three qualities of an "widow indeed".

4. Why is a young widow nor to be enrolled and supported by the church?

-

5. Read and explain verses 17 25. (Use extra pages if necessary.)

I

6,How is a Christian slave to respond to a pagan master?
7. tiow is a Christian slave t o respond to a Christian master?

104

8. Iiow do these principles (in questions 6 & 71, ~lpplyt o the work place of today?
Do they?

Defend your answer.
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SI$TION VII. THE DIRECT RESPONSit3iLjnEs OF THE EVANGELIST.
(33- 21a

I. The Evangelist (Timothy here), Must Serve With Selfless Motives, vs 3

- 10

A. Results of serving for an /niproper motive. vs 3
1. lie teaches a differing "news" than that which lifts up Christ.

-

a. Gal. 1:6 10
b, See notes on 1 Tim. 1:3
,,

3 ,f

,

2. He does not consider, or teach, words that develop a healthy spirit.

a. See notes on 1:10

b. By their nature these words wold destroy rather than edify.
3. He rejects Christ's own words for his "gems of wisdom."
a. 1Cor. 1:18

- 25

b. Romans 1:22 and 28ff
4. He teaches not according t o righteousness.

a. The results of his labors are spiritual death.
,

1

b.Matt. 5:7

-9

5. "A love for self and position, produces a message t o satisfy self and those who
would be foolish enough to follow." DeWelt on 1 Tim., p. 1 14
6. Thus men and women ate enslaved t o sin rather than freed by the power of the
Master.
B. The cause of the "Results" of verse 3. vs 4

1. He is filled with pride-puffed up.
a. The literal word in the preek means to be wmpped u.p in m oke, He cannot
know where he is aoinq,

b. He is conceited.
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2, Notice the results of being filled with pride.

a. I-le knows nothing---

1,

That is his standing with God.

2.

Followers may proclaim him t o be a great intellectual leader but that
just is not true.

3.

Ignorance is a frequent companion of conceit. Robertson Word
Pictures of the New Testament, p. 592, Vol. IV

b. Doting about questions---

.<,( .

1.

"To be sick, to be morbid over", Ibid, p, 592

2. "The primary meaning of dote is t o be foolish
(compare Jere. 50:36), the evident meaning of respect, is t o be unsound. Vine, p. 334

VOCTEW

,, in this

-

c. Disputes of words & ~ y o u a p a c

'I.

"To fight over words" & "wars in words."
Robertson Word Pictures of the New Testament,
Vol. IV, p. 592

2.

"Denotes a dispute about words, or about trivial things." Vine, p.
323

-

3. VIEW the further results of pride. vs 4a 5a.
a. We have here a stepladder effect.

1.

First, we have improper motives for serving God.

2.

Then we behold the cause for improper motives.

3.

Then we view further results of pride.

b. Father results of pride.
1.

Envy - d, Povoc "envy is the feeling of displeasure produced by
witnessing or hearing of the advantage or prosperity of others."
Vine, p. 37
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2,

Strife "contentions, is the express of enmity." lbid, p. 82

3,

Railings

4.

5.

6.

7.

a.

Blasphemy

b.

"In the original it refers t o insults directed either against God
or against man, In the present instance the latter is clearly
meant; scornful and insolent language directed against a human
opponent, slander, defamation." Hendriksen on 1 Timothy, p.
197

Evil surmising

--

a,

To suspect, Robertson, Vol IV, p. 592

b.

This phrase could include all three of the former words.

Wranglings of men, vs 5
a,

"Mutual irritations." Roberlson Word Pictures, Vol. IV, p. 592

b.

"Constant strife, perverse disputings." Vine, p. 2 3 8

Who were corrupted in mind
a.

"To corrupt utterly, through and through, is said of men
.
"corrupted in mind," whose wranglings result from the
doctrines of false teachers, 1 Tim. 6:5 (the A.V. wrongly
renders it as an adjective, 'korrupt''). It is translated
"destroyeth" instead of "corrupteth", in the R.V. of Luke 12:33,
of the work of a moth; in Rev. 8:9,of the effect of Divine
judgments hereafter upon navigation; ...in 2 Cor. 4:16, it is
translated "is decaying," I said of the human body." Vine, pps.
242 & 243

b.

Those men can only destroy, They know not how to build for
God. Such is the case of false teachers.

And bereft ofthe truth
a.

--

"To rob, defraud, deprive, with reference t o false teachers."
Vine, p. 1 1 9.
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b.

"The false teacher is a disturber of the peace. The source of his
bitterness is the exaltation of self; for his tendency is t o regard
any difference from, or any criticism of, his views as a
personal insult." Barclay, p. 127 & 128

c.

Pride completely ruins the fellowship of mankind. Because
they (false teachers) have rejected God's Word. They do not
exhibit God's love, John 13:34 35, Instead they become like
a pack of wild dogs, snapping and snarling a t one another.
Attempting to promote their own worth they destroy any hope of
progress.

-

d3,

C, Pride causes an improper motive for service. That of material gain.
1. False thought: "godliness is a way t o get rich."
a. They teach t o receive money which they lavish on their own selves and
lusts.

b. Their private lives belie their public teaching.
confused, They believe the
c. Their concept of serving God is thoroughly
reason for sharing God's Word is t o enrich their own wallets only.

2. Paul corrects that mistaken motive. vs 6
a. Contentment, not wealth, is what gives peace of mind t o the individual.
b.Prov. 15:16
c. Phil. 4:lO

-

17

- 20

d The goal of the Christian is not the bank vault but the mansion prepared by
the Master. (John 14: 1 ff)
3. Paul states the proper evaluation of wealth. vs 7
a. Material blessings are not lasting.

1,

"There are no pockets in a shroud". DeWelt, p. 1 15

2.

"you can't take it with you'', is so true.

3.

We will take the same amount af material blessings with us as we
brought into this world. Why then should there be such an unhealthy
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concerti over money?
It is not wrong to qather wealth. The questions to consider is WHY we are
sewinu God and WHY do we want wealth?
c, We are t o recognize that nourishment and shelter are sufficient, vs 8

- 34

I,

Matt. 6:19

2,

MaclCnight, p, 260, "Having shewed that all the good things of this
life are adventitious t o man, that they can be enjoyed only during the
few years of this life, and that they cannot be carried out of the
world, the apostle advises, if we have the necessaries of life, to be
content; because, though we possessed ever so much of this world's
goods, we must soon part with them all; consequently, t o purse them
a t the hazard of our salvation is extreme folly."

4. Paul reveals the treacherous trap the love of money has set. vs 9

- IO.

1. Notice the whirlpool of destruction caused by the love of money. vs 9
a.

They desire "to be rich a t anv cost". Robertson Word Pictures, Vol.
IV, p. 593

b.

"Of trial definitelv desianed to lead t o wrong doing." Vine, p. 1 17

c.

Remember 1 Cor. 10:13

d

Who designed the temptation? James 1:1 3-1 5

2. A snare "to make fast. So a snare for birds, any sudden trap of sin of
the devil." Robertson Word Pictures, Vol. IV, p. 574

3.Many foolish and hurtful lusts---desires of the flesh that can only bring
disaster to the soul.
4, Drown men--"to drag to the bottom." Rcibeitson Word P i c t ~ r p.
~ ,593.
This is the picture of a sinner being dragged under by a whirlpool in the
swimming area.
5. Destruction and perdiction-a.

He is not sinking into water, he is being engulfed by the sea of fire
that never shall be quenched.
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b.

What a horrible judgment inan calls upon himself for a few dollars!

c.

Notice why this love of money is such a great whirlpool of sin. vs 10

1,

As we start we must stress two vital points too many times

overlooked in this verse:
a.

It is the love of money, not money itself, that brings the
spiritual ruin,

b.

We must realize that the love of money is 9 root of all

kinds of evil; pot the one and only root,

c.
2.

3.

With these thoughts in mind we shall continue our study.

In desiring to be rich a t all cost many have forsaken the faith.
a.

The faith, the truth of Christ, is reliable and saving.

b.

Love for money is fickle and leads away from God.

c.

Why give up the faith to chase after the pot of gold a t the
fabled end of
the rainbow?

This love of money causes spiritual chaos,
a.

There are self-inflicted wounds that bring death to the
soul.

b.

Great heaviness of heart is caused because of the web in
which one becomes enmeshed in giving his all for riches.

c.

Barclay, pages 132 and 133,
"What then are the special dangers involved in the love of
lTiOil€)i/

1.

The desire for money tends to be a thirst which is
insatiable.

2.

The desire for wealth is founded on an illusion.

3.

The desire for money tends t o make a man selfish.
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4,

Although tlie desire for wealth is based on the desire
for security, it ends in nothing but anxiety,

5.

The love of money may easily lead a man into wrong
ways of getting it, and therefore, in tlie end, into
pain and remorse,"

Barclay, page 133, "To seek to be independent and
prudently t o provide for the future is a Christian duty;
but t o make the love of money the driving-force of life
cannot ever be anything other than the most perilous of
sins."

II.'TIMOTHY IS EXI-IORTED TO FIGHT THE FIGHT OF FAITH. V5 1 1

- 16

A. Paul Challenges Timothy t o be strong by using descriptive phrases. vs 1 1
1. You! The man of God.
a. Realize who (whose) you are!

b. Realize the one you represent.
c. No matter what happens you must always remember you have committed

yourself to God's keeping.
d You are His and He is yours...LIVE!

2, Flee these things.
a. Get away from the error about which I have just spoken in verses 8

- IO.

b. Don't stay close to temptations. Get away in all haste.
3, Follow after:

a. Righteousness--% the character or quality of being right or just; means
essentlally the same as God's faithfulness, or truthfulness, that which is
consistent with Idis own nature and promises." Vine, p. 298

b, Godliness--"denotes that piety which is characterized by a Godward
attitude, does that which is well-pleasing t o I-Iim,"
(see 2 Cor. 5:9-10) Vine, p, 71
c. Faitti--"a pledge of fidelity, plighted faith." Vine, p. 7 1
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d Love--see 1 Cor. 13: 1-1 3,
R

Patience--"an abiding under." Vine, p. 167

f. Meekness--"rather it is an inwrought grace of the soul, and the exercises
of it are first and chiefly towards God. It is that temper of spirit in which
we accept His dealings with us as good, and therefore without disputing or
resisting; it is closely linked with the word "humility.y",and follows
directly upon it.

i

-'

4, Fight the good fight of faith. vs 12
a, "The main elements in faith in its relation t o the invisible God, as distinct

from faith in man, are especially brought out in the use of this noun and
the corresponding verb, F:WZEWC; they are:

1,

A firm conviction, producing a full acknowledgement of God's
revelation OF truth, e,g., 2 Thess. 2: 1 1,12;

2.

A personal surrender t o Him, John 1 :12;

3.

A conduct inspired by such surrender, 2 Cor. 5:7. Prominence is
given to one or other of these elements according t o the context All
this stands in contrast t o belief in i t s purely natural exercise, which
consists of an opinion held in good faith without necessary reference
t o its proof. The object of Abraham's faith was not God's promise
(that was the occasion of its exercise); his faith rested on God
Himself, Rom. 4.:17, 20, 21." Vine, p. 71

b. Christianity is not a spectator spot$ it involves all members of God's
family.

5. Lay hold on life eternal.
a. "Get a good grip on" life eternal. Robertson, Vol IV, p, 594

b. God provides the WAY but we must hang tenaciously t o the life with all our
strength.
c. It takes a lot of living to maintain the Faith.

d This phrase clearly shows that every one is ALREADY LIVING IN ETERNITY.
e. Paul is urging Timothy t o hold fast t o eternity with Christ.
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F. In which "eternity" are you living, the one captained by Christ or the one
led by the devil?
6. Whereunto thou was called.
a. "The Christian is first and foremost a man(woman) who has pledged
himself t o Christ," Barclay, p. 136 (woman) is by dlc

b. "DON'T FORGET TliIS TIMOTHY," is Paul's message. Each Christian must
place his name where Timothy's is in this last sentence.
7. Confess the good confession in the sight of many witness.
a. Matt. 16:16

b. Many people knew of Timothy's start.
c. Paul encourages him t o continue.

d It is good for every Christian t o look back a t the promises and dedication
made t o God that spiritual growth be maintained. The same joy for what the
Lord has worked in each life must be remembered and appreciated as days
stretch into years.
B.

Paul delivers a charge for Timothy. vs 13

1. Paul calls to witness great persons.
a. He calls on God as one witness.

1,

l i e wants Timothy to know that he is aware that God is viewing wheat
he is saying to him,

2. It is this powerful God who gives life t o all thinas. (creation).
b. l i e calls on Christ as the other witness.

1.

This is the one who stood trial before Pontius Pilate.

2.

During this trial l i e witnessed the good confession.

3.

See John 18:37.
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2, Now the charge given, vs 14.
a, The importance of the charge Is measured by the strenyth of the witnesses-what a tremendous charge!!
.'

b. "Keep the commandment."
"The phrase is peculiar, and must have some special meaning.
1.
Perhaps, as Bishop Wordsworth expounds it, 'the commandment' is
the law of faith and duty to which Timothy vowed obedience a t his
baptism and is parallel to 'the good confession' some think that the
command given in verses 1 1 & 12, is referred to." Pulpit
Commentary, Vol. 21, p. 122, 1 Timothy.
2.

We take the word "commandment" t o refer to "the faith" or

"the gospel." DeWelt, p. 122

...

3.

There is a great silence on this portion of the verse it is left t o your
diligent study and prayer t o reach your own conclusion.

4.

"Without spot, without reproach."

5.

6.

a.

Let there be no sin that would cause disrepute t o come t o you
and the church.

b.

Keep the faith in a manner that all will respect your life, thus
opening doors for evangelism.

Until the appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ,
a.

Consistewy of life until the coming of Christ is a necessity,

b.

This indicates there are no "vacations" from Cliristianity.

c.

No one ever gets "too old" to be a shining light for Christ.

d

Notice, Paul does not go into a lengthy discussion on the
sequence of events concerning the return of' the Lord.

c.

l i e states it will be in the Lord's own time, not by our
calculations. vs 15

He discusses the second coming shall reveal concerning the character
ofGod. vs 1 5 - 16
a.

He is the blessed (happy), arid only Potentate (the only
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authority).

I

.

b.

He is the King of kings---as King tie rules above all kings
whoever exist(ed).

C,

I-le is the Lord of lords--each lord will answer unto Him as He
is more powerful than they.

d

Who only liath immortality. vs 16 He is the only source of
immortality,
(Genesis 2:7)

e.

Dwelling in light unapproachable--

.

f.

1.

God's very essence, by virtue of what it is, conceals
Him,--see Psalms 104:2,

2.

Remember Saul on the Damascus road? He could not see
for such a great light.

Whom no man hath seen nor can see.
"Because God is a Spirit and man can not, while in this body,
see a spirit, no man hath seen God, nor can he hope to see Him
while man remains in his earthly tabernacle. Man have seen a
pliysical manifestation of the power of God in the form of
Angels, or of some other manifestation. This has been only for
man's benefit. God in essence is spirit--man cannot see spirit,
therefore indeed 'no man hath seen, nor can see',''
DeWelt, p. 123

4

To whom be honor and power eternal. Amen.
"Truly, such a God is worthy of all honor: reverence, esteem,
adoration. l i e is also worthy of eternal strength, that is, power
manifested in action, to the discomfiture of his enemies and to
the salvation of his people. Paul's expressed wish is that God
may receive this honor and may manifest this eternal
strength. Hendriksen, p. 208

3. "This whole passage is a magnificent embodiment of the attributes of the
living God, supreme blessedness and almighty power, universal dominion, and
unchangeable being, inscrutable majesty, radiant holiness, and glory
inaccessible and unapproachable by His creatures, save through the mediation
of His only begotten Son." Pulpit Commentary, Vol. 21, p. 123, 1 Timothy
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4.

NewTestament

Old Testament Parallels:

a. The blessed and only
Sovereign

...........

...

b, The King of kings
and

.......

c. Lord of lords

d The only One possessing immortality..

...

Deut, 6:4; Ps 4 l : l 3 ;
Is 4O:lZ-31; Dan, 4:35.
Ezek. 26:7; Dan,2:37
Ezra 7: 12
Deut. 10:17; Ps. 136:3
Ps. 36:9; Is. 4028; Dan, 4:34

e. Dwelling in light un-

approachable.........

Ex. 24:17; 34:35; Ps. 104:2

f. Whom no human being has
(ever) seen or is able
to see; ...............

Ex. 33:Z;O; Deut. 4:lZ; Is. 6:s

g To whom (be) honor and
strength eternal. Amen.

Neh. 8:6; Ps. 41:13; 7219; 89:$2

-a - c

shows the position, status, of God

- d - g defines the character and nature of God
JII.THE .CHARGE TO SET AND STRIVE FOR PROPER GOALS. VFRSES 17 - 214
A. Concerning the rich, they are not to be the servant of wealth. vs 17

-

1. Remember Paul's discussion concerning money in verses 6 10,
2. The rich of this world (material possessions), are t o recognize the weakness
therein and God's power.
a. They are to realize the source of all their blessings.

b. It is not found in ego trips born of arrogant pride.
c. They are not to set their hop on that which have no eternal values-Matthew 6: 1 9-2 1.
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3. The rich are t o set their hopes an God,
a. Ile gives richly t o all who follow Him.

1.

James 1:16- 18

2,

Romans 8:31

- 39 (especially verse 32)

b, He gives these things, those mentioned in the verses above, as well as the
material possessionsTHAT WE MIGHT ENJOY T H E M J t is not wrong t o be
rich when one follows God's leading first.
4. The rich are encouraged t o be shining lights for Christ. vs 18
a. That they do good deeds toward fellowman.

2 Thess. 3:13
b. Let their interest ben abounding in good deeds instead of actually rolling in
money!!
c. They are t o be ready to share (impart their wealth), with others in need.
Acts 4:32, is an example of how the early church was willing "to

distribute,

d They are t o be willing to communicate--apt or willing to not be forgetful of
good deeds and of fellowship. Vine, p. 2 14
5. The rich are assured such action will benefit them greatly. vs 19.
a. In so doing the things of verse 18, they build a solid foundation of support
for the time of judgment.
b.They will have a tight grip on the life that is really the only life worth
living.
c. This is a fantastic promise, something wealth cannot buy.

B, Concerning Timothy, concluding charge t o be strong. vs 20-2 1 a
1. Guard that which has been placed in your trust:
a. Salvation
b. The Gospel
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c. The work of an evangelist

d A gift given by Paul
e. The ordination by the eiders

2. Be active by refusing to become involved with:
a. Unholy stories invented by unrighteous men and women.

b. False knowledge which claims to be THE result of "intelligent" study.
c, Those who hold and teach such a false knowledge have missed the goal t o
which the faith directs one.

#'

I

d In short, they are fighting (against) God.
SECTION VIII. CONCLUSION. VERSE 21b

I
I

1. Paul's Great Prayer For Timothy.
A Grace-J'Direct influence on the heart and its reflection in life."
2 Cor. notes by Danny Camp, p. 8.
B. Be with you--The desire that Timothy continue t o allow God t o influence his
life that others may see that influence and accept Christ as Savior.

I
I

!

'

SUMMARY:
"NOTE THE CONTRAST BETWEEN CI-IAPTER ONE AND CHAPTER SIX:

Chapter One

Chapter Six:

Certain individuals (v. 3)
Teaching differently (v 3)

I

Disputes
Sound doctrine

(v. 4)
(v. 10)

Anyone

(v. 3)

Teaching differently
Controversies
Sound words

(v. 3)
(v. 4)
(v. 3)

blendricksen, Timothy, p. 195"
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In this chapter paul outlines some difficulties in the church a t that time. Today we
clearly have maliy of the same situations.
Then Paul gives tlie answer of correction of these problems by telling Timothy t o "fight
tlie good fight of faith." For encouragement Paul mentions the return of Christ and all the glory
contained therein.
Paul'S love for the rich is demonstrated by his outlining a way for them t o break the
bond of slavery in which money has them trapped.

A concluding reminder to Timothy and his work, as well BS a prayer for Timottiy'S
effectiveness concludes the chapter and epistle,
+ +

We find this chapter speaking t o the personal and spiritual needs of each of us today. We
cannot teach any doctrine but those found in the Bible, We must realize true wealth and how to
use our monies to glorify God. (See 2 Corinthians chapters 8 & 9). We are also challenged t o
"keep the faith", In such a way God is able to work through us to bring men to him and enable
those in him to grow.
What a privilege, what a joy, t o serve a God who corrects, encourages and gives
responsibilities to each of his children. In short, He has allowed us to work in his great
enterprise the church,
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DATE

NAME

GRAD,E,

1,

State and explain three of the wrong motives in teaching.

2.

State and explain four of the results of desiring t o be rich.

I

I
I

a.

b.

~

,, 4

d

3.

State and explain three of the virtues after which the man of God is t o pursue,

a,

b.
~

C.

I

4.

Explain 1 Timothy 6: IO.

j

5.

Name three encouragements the rich are given t o be lights for Christ.
a.

b.

I

C.

6.

Name the things that were placed in Timothy’s trust.

121

II TIMOTHY-Chapter 1
11 TIMOTI-IY
SECTION LPAUL BEGINS A LE-ITER TO.IiIS SON IN THE FAITH. 1:,I -5

L.

SALUTATION A ND GRATITUDE.. 1 :1-5

A

Salutation. 1 :1-2

1. For a greater study of the introduction of II Timothy see pages 7-1 1 of
"introduction to I and II Timothy and Titus." "Church Leadership Notes" by
Danny Camp.

2. Here is a side by side comparison of the introduction of I and II Timothy:

a.

I

I Timothv

II Timothv

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus
according to the commandment
of God our Savior and Christ
Jesus our hope; unto Timothy,
my true child In the faith:
Grace, mercy, peace, from God
the Father and Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus thru
the will of God, according to the
promise of the life which is in Christ
Jesus, to Timothy, my beloved child:
Grace, mercy, peace, from God the
Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

3. In content and reality these introductions are alike.
4. The difference is this; in ITimothy the stress is on Paul's authority; whereas
in II Timothy the stress is on "the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus.''

5. He, of course, states his authority again, but he wants all t o understand the
PURPOSE of, and motivating force in his ministry.

6. "His apostleship was a privilege. It is most significant t o see what Paul
conceived it his duty to bring to others-the promise of God, not his threat.
To him, Christianity was not the threat of damnation; it was the good news of
salvation. It is worth remembering that the greatest evangelist and
missionary the world has ever seen was out, not to terrify men by shaking
them over the flames of hell, but to move them t o astonished submission a t
the sight of the love of God. The dynamic of his gospel was love, not Fear."
(Barclay-ll Tim. p. 143)

7. This introduction is filled with Paul's love for his child in the faith.

122

II TIMOTHY-Chapter 1
8. It is very possible this highlight of love is because Paul understands that
death is very near (4:6-8),and he does not want Timothy to doubt his true
feelings for his son in the faith.
B.

Paul's Gratitude is Spoken Clearly. 3-5
1. To show the honesty of following remarks Paul declares his honesty in every
act in his life, (v,3-4)

I

.
I

a, But one might exclaim, "How could Paul have had a clear conscience
knowing the destruction he caused in the church as a Jew?"

1.

First: Whatever Paul did he firmly believed t o be correct and would
not stop until given evidence t o prove his position incorrect. (Such
as the scene on the road to Damascus.)

2,

Secondly: Paul knew the power of the atonement of Christ's blood.

3.

He may have been wrong first, but he was honest in the error. l i e
repented. He obeyed Christ. Christ removed his sins and he was
satisfied.

4.

Are you satisfied with your position with the Lord?

2, He appreciates Timothy so much.
a. He prays for him daily.
b. He wants to see him.
1. Could the eagerness of this statement be connected in thought with 4:697 It is possible.
2. Seeing Timothy would cause great joy to Paul.
c. He remembers Timothy's compassion.

1. When and where these tears flowed Is not the vitzi issue, 8s some
commentators try t o stress.
2, The fact of the love that produces such tears in any situation, a t any
time, is the important item under discussion.

3. When was the last time

cried honest tears of compassion for m o n e

else?
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4,. If you have, you will know how Paul feels about Timothy, If you haven't
you haven't shared your life with others in their needs, hurts and
joys!

3, Paul acknowledges the foundation of Timothy's character.
a. Paul's joy was based on the fact that limothy was not a hypocrite.

1. Timothy has an "unfaked" faith!
2. His faith was honest and others could see that depth of sincerity.
b. His family, not the church, schooled him in the great faith of Christ.

1. His grandmother, Lois---his mother, Eunice, were his teachers, and
evidently, examples.

2. You do not convince a child of the worth of Christ unless that child sees
Christ througli the way you address yourself to the tasks of everyday
living.

3. No, I do not know about Timothy's dad! I could give speculation, but lets
spend our time in the study of what is before us. When we learn it
completely, then we may have time to speculate on such matters.

c. Because of his grandmother's and mother's genuiness, Paul is assured of the
quality of Timothy's faith.

d What character are we building into our youth?
ti., INDlVlDIJALS INCLUDED IN ,THE EXI-IORTATION, "BE NOT ASHAMED".
VS,.6 - 18

-

A. The exhortation i o Timothy. vs. 6 1 1.
1. Paul bases his exhortation t o continued effective service (stir up the gift of
God), on the foundation of,the faith. vs .6
The original word structure is "to keep blazing,
continuous action, present time." Robertson Word
Pictures of the New Testament, Vol,lV, p. 6 1 2)
a. Started by the faith instilled by his grandmother and mother,
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b. Encouraged by the power of the gift given him by Paul when he laid his
hands upon him.

c. Also the settling aside as an evangelist by the elders. 1 Tim, 4: 14,

d This is not a condemnation. It is an encouragement to continue doing
what he has been doing in the past.
2. That wl-ich enables Timothy to not be ashamed. v5 7
a. The spirit given by God - it was not fear, but confidence.

b. There are three gifts from God to Timothy to dispel any fear:

(1,

2.

God gave the spirit of power.
a.

We do not have the same supernatural gifts as Timothy.

b.

But we do have the same Holy Spirit dwelling within us and He
is greater than any worldly power. 1 John 4:4

God gave the spirit of love.
a.

This was vividly seen by the death of Christ on the cross.

b.

It is seen by His concern in Timothy's
life.

c.

We, too, know that love.

d

When we realize that the source of the greatest power is love,
then our fears melt away,

3.

God gave the spirit of discipline.
a.

Timothy was not ruled by his passions and outside life--lie was
the ruier of them.

b.

We are t o discipline our lives with God's provided help.

c. Because of the spirit of power, love and discipline, Timothy was not
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ for he realized how effective his God was.

d Each Christian today can live without fear because of the spirit of power,
love and discipline given from God.
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e Are you confident in life?
f. Can you say you are not ashamed of the Gospel in any ungodly world?
.

g "If a person fears Satan's persecuting power more than he trusts God's
ability and ever readiness to help, he has lost tiis mental balance."

I-lendriksen,l Timothy, p, 230.
3. The attitude to have regarding the Gospel and it's messengers. v. 8.

a .,.because of the power, love and discipline Timothy is not to be ashamed.
1,

Of the testimony of Christ Jesus.
a.

This Book was written about 67 A.D,

b.

In July of 64 A.D. Nero set fire t o Rome.

c

By October of that year he had convinced the populace that the

Christians were responsible for the fire.

d

...Christianity became outlawed and a most wicked persecution
began.

,

e.

Paul is encouraging Timothy, in the face of all this threat of
physical harm, not to be ashamed of the Gospel.

f,

To deny the Gospel would be far greater damage than t o lose
physical life.

I

2.

.

Nor of Paul, the prisoner.
a.

Do not desert me as others have.

b.

Do not seek to save your life by denying your association with
me.

c.

The bond uniting us is the Gospel, therefore do not desert me
because I am under the death sentence because of my faith in
Christ.

b. Instead of being ashamed, I exhort you to continue t o stand firm as you have
in the past.
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1

I

Be willing to suffer hardship because you are a messenger of the
Gospel.

2.

The cost of discipleship is not cheap and now Timothy is encouraged to
continue in his payment!

3.

Know most assuredly that the power of God will be your strength
during this time of persecution.

c, Oh, how desperately all need to know and take that same stand today!

1

I

How many live under the threat of persecutlon daily in the United
States?

2,

How "faithful" would we reallv be if we were placed in the same
situation as Timothy?

3.

His country was under persecution by a mad ruler. His father in the
faith was condemned to death because he preached and lived the
Gospel.

4.

Timothy was not ashamed...How about you?

4. Paul declares clearly the way God has provided the needed power. v. 9
a. Don DeWelt has a clear division on this verse in "Paul's Letters To Timothy
and Titus", pages 199 and 200.

b. "I. He Saved Us and Called Us.
This salvation and calling was not according to our works.
1,

2.

This salvation and calling was according to His own purpose and
grace.
a.

This purpose and grace was given us in Christ Jesus before
times eternal.

b.

This purpose and grace hath now been manifested by the
appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus.

1.

Christ Jesus abolished death.

2.

Christ Jesus brought life and immortality t o light
through the Gospel.
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a.

Unto the Gospel, Paul was appointed a preacher, arid
an apostle, and a teacher."

c. In this verse Timothy, (and all Christians), is clearly shown that God
cares, not because of merit earned, but because He has so loved and planned
for mankind from the beginning of time.

5. Paul gives a view of God's plan that causes Timothy to rejoice during
persecution. vs 10
a. The plan of God is manifest in Christ Jesus in its completeness,
I""

b. OhtO such a picture of despair and blackness Paul throws the exceeding
brilliant light of God's provision, the coming of Christ.
c. Note the contrast of verse 8 developed by the appearance of Christ.

-

1.

Abolished death K W C C X ~ ~ E C "Christ
O
has rendered death inactive
for the believer, 2 Tim. 1 :1 0, death becoming the means of a more
glorious life, with Christ;" Vine, p. 14

2.

Brought life - a reason to live in such a troubled time.

3.

And immortality t o light The believer is engulfed in life, As
Christianity is not just an existence; it is life in its fullest.

-

a. As opposed to the death Nero offered, Christ's Word, the Gospel,
brings life without end of benefit.

4.

By proclaiming the Gospel man can see the potential God intended
instead of the hopelessness caused by the despair of lost mankind.

5.

What a privilege to proclaim such a radiant message!

6. Paul states his position to sliow Timothy that he still is in the active service
of God W r o u d of it. vs I 1
a. He was appointed a preacher
of the Gospel". Vine, p. 202.

- mlpu{ - "A herald, is used of the preacher

1.

Pictures the one crying for the message of a King.

2.

Paul envisions himself as one crying forth the message.
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3.

There is no greater honor than to be the messenger of the King.

b. lie was appointed an apostle.

1,

"One sent forth" is the literal meaning.

2.

Not only was he the crier of the King, but he was commissioned t o
that task by the Savior, I-limselfl Acts 9:15-16.

3.

He was sent, not by men, but by the Savior.

c. tle was commissioned a teacher of men.

1,

Many did not know the Christ of the Gospel.

2.

It wa his privilege to proclaim that message of salvation AND the
message of spiritual growth to those who had accepted, and starked t o
live for, the Christ.

3.

Can you not see the joy pouring out of that prison cell?

4.

Nero may chain his body, but never his spirit!

-

d Paul had one job t o preach the Word!
1.

He as herald of the King.

2.

He was commissioned by Christ as apostle.

3.

He was a teacher of the Message.

e. Who can refuse t o serve God our Father and Christ our Lord after such

encouragement?

-

B. Paul States His Encouragement. vs 12 14.
1. Because tie is a preacher, apostle and teacher he is suffering. vs 1 2

2. Stated reasons why he is not ashamed of the Gospel:
a. l i e knows in whom he has trusted.
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1.

'He has knowledge that is gained only by sewing.

2,

Therefore he has a close relationsliip with Christ,

3,

He has placed his complete trust in Christ.

b.

Paul is confident that Christ will protect the deposits he has made.

1.

In Acts 9, we learn of Paul's commitment t o Christ.

2.

Since that day Paul is even more certain that Christ will protect his
souls he has given to Him for safe keeping.

c He made the commitment before trials befell him. Now he is facing death

and the confidence is even greater than before!

d It is interesting to me that Paul expected nothing but a great confidence in
Christ

(Phil. 4: 10-20).

e. Can we say that in our relationship with Christ we are as confident with
Christ as was Paul?
3, With these reasons we can see clearly how Paul could evangelize in prison,
encourage others and face death itself with such enthusiasm.

4. He encourages Timothy t o hold firm to sound words, even as he does. vs 13
a. This is done by faith and love based in Christ.

b. Maintain the faith and love in Christ--so easy t o say in this setting but
very difficult t o put into action when real life situations hit their hardest.
2 Corinthians 1:1ff.
c. 1 Corinthians 16: 1 3,14

ai We must be as concerned about sound word, faith and iuvc as was Pad,
Timothy and Christ!
5. The stewardship entrusted to the evangelist. vs 14
a. In verse 12, we have Paul's commitment to Christ.

b. In verse 14.,we see where God has made a commitment to Timothy.
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1.

This commitment, without a doubt, is the Gospel message,

2,

Each evangelist is responsible for the way he handles the precious
gift with which he has been entrusted.

c. God knows that by our own efborls it is impossible to keep the Message.

~

..

-

1,

He gave us the needed help the Iioly Spirit.

2.

l i e not only helps l i e dwells within our lives.

3.

This most definitely is not a threat. It is a promised pleasing! Just
think--THE HOLY SPIRIT LIVES WITHIN EACH CI-IIIISTIAN!!

4.

"It is only through the I-loly Spirit that Timothy or any of us can
guard God's deposit with us." Robertson's Word Pictures, Vol. IV, p.
614.

-

d How are you keeping God's Gospel?

C.

-

Onesiphorus Was Not Ashamed of the Gospel, vs 15 18.
1. Not all Christians have withstood this persecution. vs 15.
a. All Asia has turned away from me.

b. They think lack of association will aid them during persecution, but what
does the eternal God think of such action?
c. Paul names the two leaders of the departure:

1,

Phygellus and Iiermogenes

2.

Two thoughts:

3.

a.

These could be ring-leaders or...

b.

They could have been strong Christians who weakened a t the
hardship.

c.

Either way they made a mistake.

-

Word of warning we just do not know how we would respond in like
situations, therefore it behooves us not t o be super critical of these
two men, there must be a measure of compassion.
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4.

This seems to be Paul's course of action,

-

2. ALL IS NOT LOSS Onesiphorus (means Profitable), is not ashamed of the
Gospel, vs 16
a. In fact it says the "household", this would indicate that his wife and
servants stood with him in his commitment.
b, It bespeaks a beautiful home situation.
c, Onesiphorus demonstrated his love by:

1.

Refreshing Paul's spirit many times.

2.

lie was not ashamed of Paul's chains.

3,

He worked hard and found Paul's prison.

vs 17

d Paul's appreciation is stated, vs 18
1.

2.

He prays twice for God's mercy t o be granted Onesiphorus! vs 16 and
vs 18.
a.

In verse 16, he speaks of the present time.

b.

In verse 18, he speaks of the judgement day.

He reminds the Ephesians of the work Onesiphorus did for them.
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SUMMARY:
After the introduction and statement of gratitude for Timothy, Paul begins
encouragement. l i e stresses that Timolhy, Onesiphorus and he are not to be ashamed of the
gospel or the proclaimers of the gospel.
In the face of a wicked persecution, Paul declares the security a Christian can enjoy even
in the midst of impending death. Paul was not the only man faced with death. Every Christian
lived with the threat of sudden death a t any moment, Nowhere does Paul cry for governmental
reform. Instead, he urges personal commitment t o the gospel. This will prepare them to meet
hardship, face and endure death and live with Christ in eternity*

,#I.

Are you ashamed of the gospel?
Do you proclaim it in a grand way7
Do not wait until persecution hits to speak and minister to others
for Christ!
Do it now as you are given the opportunities. (Matthew
28:18-20).
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TEST OVER 2 TIMOTI-IY CIiAP7'ER 1

PATE:

NAME:.

S;RADE:

'

1, Through .whose will was Paul made an apostle?
2. Explaln Paul's statement,
conscience",

1

"...I thank God, whom I 5erve from my Forefathers with a

1.

3. Identify the foundation builders of limothy's faith.

l

4. Fill in the blanks: "For God gave us not a

OF Fearfulness, but OF

_
I

and

-

I,

and

5.

To what action does Paul encourage Timothy in verse 81

6.

On what is our calling based? vs 9

7.

According to 2 Timothy 1:12, why was Paul not ashamed?

8.

What did Onesiphotus do that caused Paul to ask for God's mercy on his house?

9.

What person, or persons, are you encouraging on a regular basis?(list names)

I
I

I

w I1y?
Why not?
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SECTION 111. TIMOTHY IS EXHORTED TO FULFILL IilS MINISTRY. 2:l

- 26.

1APPARENT REASONS FOR SUCI-i AN ENCOUIWGEMENT.
A Because of what has been spoken in chapter one, Timothy is to continue in the
faith and avoid the pitfalls of Satan.

1. Remember your home teaching.

2. Remember the worth of the stewardship given you.
3. Remember my ministry.

4. Remember so as to avoid defecting from Christ.
5. Remember the great example of Onesiphorus.
B. "Because the Judaizing teachers in Asia had all cast off Paul as an apostle, and
because it would not be in his power after this, t o oppose their corrupt
doctrines in person, he challeiges Timothy t o be strong in the exercise of his
spiritual gifts, and in preaching the unspeakable benefits bestowed on Jews
and Gentiles without distinction, through Christ, and not through the law of
Moses." MacKnight on the Epistles, Vol. #If#-IV, pages 300-30 1
C. All of this is neatly summed up in the phrase, "Thou therefore, be
strengthened in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. vs 1
D. Again we have the appearance of the word "grace". Paul knew of a certainty
that it was by the grace (divine influence on the human heart reflected in
everyday living), of Christ that
Christian accomplishes anything.

E. As he begins this chapter he implies that he wants Timothy t o trust: Christ and
His grace for needed strength rather than saying, "I'm able to meet the
challenge because I have known, and was taught by, Paul."
F. Too often we become disciples of our human teachers rather than disciples of
the Lord!
It. THE CI-IAUENGE GIVEN TO TIMOTHY. VS ;5

A

Paul does not ask for blind obedience. vs 2
1. l i e asks Timothy to recall the teaching he has heard Paul give time and again
to all men.
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2. In this manner he is asking Timothy to first call on his own memory and
experience of sharing the Christian life with Paul.

3. Then Paul asks Timothy to confirm what he had heard by talking with those
who also had seen and heard Paul in his many discussions.
4. Timothy was to compare his experience with that of other witnesses.

5. Paul knew what the results would be,

B.

Now he gives a challenge to Timothy based upon the knowledge ofthe past teaching
of Paul. vs 2

1. "Commit the same to faithful men."
a. Since it is good enough for you Timothy, it is applicable t o all people.

b. Timothy, as an evangelist, is to be an equipper of the saints,
c. He is not to do the job himself. He is to train and delegate authority.

d These teachers are to be faithful men. The Greek for faithful, " J W Y C O ~ " , is
a word with a rich variety of closely connected meanings. A man who is a
faithful one is a man who is believing, a man who is loyal, a man who is
reliable. All these meanings are there. Falconer said that these believing
men are such "that they will yield neither t o persecution nor t o error."
The teacher's heart must be so stayed on Christ that no threat of danger will
lure him from the path of loyalty and no seduction of false teaching cause
him t o stray from the straight path of the truth. He must be steadfast alike
in life and in thought. Barclay, p. 158.

2. "Who will be able to teach others also."
a. This instruction was not t o be an end unto itself.

b. Those Timothy taught were to be so well prepared that they would teach,
convert and teach again.
3. This verse states well the need for training faithful men t o preach and teach
the faithful Word.

4. Every church, every evangelist, every Christian must: look a t this verse and
recognize the personal responsibility contained within.

5. Every generation must accept this responsibility as a privilege!
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Ill. ILLUSTRATIONS GIVEN TIMOTHY TO SUPPORT THE EXHORTATION TO FULFILL 1-115 MINISTRY.
VS 3 26,

-

A. As a soldier--vs 3

1, Every soldier, whether then or now, goes into service knowing that hardships
are going to come his way because of being a soldier.

I
I

- 4.

.

.

2. So it is with each Christian. We must realize that there will be difficulties in
the King's service but they give no justification for desertion in the face of:
the enemy.
3. A soldier does not serve part-time and become involved in some other
business.

4. When there is a command he is to be free from all other interferences so that
he responds in the manner expected of him.
5. It is the same with Christians. It is not possible t o become entangled with the
pleasures of the world if:we are going t o effectively fight the prince of: this
world.

6. We must commit all t o our King of kings and respond in the manner He
desires of His children.

7. The point t o remember--Endure through hardships a t all cost for Christ.
6. As an athlete. vs 5
1. To be the victor in the Olympic games takes discipline.

2. The participant is to contend according t o the rules or he is disqualified.

3. The Christian is t o discipline himself or herself as does the athlete.
4. Like the athlete who trains and obeys, each Christian is t o rigorously "train"
(study and practice what is learned), t o contend accordiflg t o the i~les--God's
Word.
C. As a Farmer. vs 6 - 13

1. In the case of the soldier, Paul stresses the willingness t o face hardship. vs 6
2. In the case of the athlete, Paul stresses the willingness t o discipline oneself
according t o God's Will.
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3, In this case of the farmer Paul is stressing hard work and patience.
a. Paul acknowledges that the man who cares for the crop is t o receive first
choice of the bounty,
b. So with the hard working evangelist, he is t o share in the fruits of the
Word.

1.

I l e is to preach and teach first t o himself.

2.

Ile is to receive the blessings of the gospel harvest.

3.

It may take a long time for the seed of the gospel t o grow to full fruit
but the sower must be confident in:

4.

a.

The power of the Word.

b.

The power of the Master to whom all glory belongs.

Just as the farmer works long hours and patiently awaits the
harvest, so the evangelist is t o work hard and be patient knowing the
harvest will come.

4. Paul calls some vital facts to Timothy's remembrance that will enable him t o
be a patient worker for the Lord. vs 7ff
a. He first informs timothy that the Lord will help him t o understand all

things necessary for God's evangelist. vs 7
b. l i e wants him always to remember Jesus Christ. vs 8

1

Anything else is not suitable for a model.

2.

This simple statement reveals the importance of Christ in God's
redemption plan.

3.

l i e was the promised Redeemer from God as the Old Testament teaches.

4.

Timothy is t o remember Christ's victory over death and what that
victory means to all men.

5.

Christ was of the house of David.
a.

Not only is I-le God's resurrected Son, lie is of the house of the
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man whose heart was dedicated unto God.

6.

b,

Thus the resurrected Christ is the reigning Christ!

c,

Christ is divine!

"All such information is included in the Good News I have been
preaching," states Paul.
a.

Thus we see Timothy encouraged to :
--follow the Christ of resurrection
--be a loyal subject t o King Jesus
because of the content of the "Good
News".

b.

c.

7.

"It was Paul's gospel because:

1.

he had received it by immediate revelation (Gal, 1 :1 2,

2.

he continues t o proclaim it eveh in this letter, (IITim.
1 : l l ) ; and

3.

he still clings t o it with his whole heart, even now that he
is facing death." Hendriksen, p. 25 1

Very excellent reasons to work hard and maintain patience.

Paul states his position as an encouragement to steadfastness. vs 9.
a.

"it is because of the Gospel that I am a prisoner and I am
honored to be so used of God." This could very well be a
paraphrase of Paul's stance. (dlc) Though the exact wording is
not found in this passage of scripture the thought is there. How
greatly does the Gospel of Christ motivate you t o steadfastness
in all of life7
1.

Remember the great persecution.

2.

"I am here as a common criminal".

3.

The empowering fact is this: they can imprison my body
but no one can imprison my soul!
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b,

8.

Paul's patience is justified. vs
a.

1

They had chained Paul's body but not his spirit nor Gospell

'

IO,

He counted the souls of others more important than his physical
Iif e/ body,

1.

By this radiant living he encouraged many then and today
to accept Christ as Savior.

2.

He knew the Gospel could not be stopped by governmental
authorities.

3.

9.

If preaching the soul-saving Gospel meant he was to die in
prison he was willing t o evangelize t o the last moment of
life.

b.

One note on the word "election"- God does not treat man so that
he has no choice or will. God knows who are going to accept or
reject Him, but He does not force anyone to be His. The
responsibility is upon the individual.

c.

The result of the message was the uniting of a forgiven sinner
with a loving Savior for eternity. That is a worthwhile
endeavor in anv situation.

Paul's concluding words on the importance of patience and hard work
show the great identity with Christ or the great contrast t o Christ.
vs 1 1 - 13.
a.

Faithful is the saying. vs 1 1
1.

The fourth of five times this phrase is used.

2.

"Now, the word 'for" indicates that in the hymn
something preceded. The probability is that the unquoted
iine which preceded was something like: 'We shall remain
faithful t o our Lord even t o death,' or, 'We have resigned
ourselves to reproach and suffering and even to death for
Christ's sake."' Iiendriksen, p. 254,255
How to be identified with Christ.

b.
1.

If we died with Him we shall live with Him.
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c.

d

2.

We died with Christ; when we accepted is death for ours
and were buried in baptism. Rom. 6:8;11 Cor, 5: 14.

3.

This would be a great strength to those living during a
time of great persecution,

4.

For them to know that even if they died physically they
were alive with Christ because they had already shared in
His death on the cross and resurrection from the grave in
the act of baptism.

If we endure, we shall also reign with Him. vs 12,
1.

The Christians of Paul's time would certainly understand
the meaning of endurance.

2.

Matthew's words in 24:13 are relevant here.

3.

Those who are to "bearing up under pressure" will some
day be rulers with Christ!

4.

Oh what encouragement in the face of adversity.

5.

Paul knew how to minister to the troubled heatts for he
was a participant with them in Christ and in persecution.

How t o be contrasted with Christ.

1.

2.

If we deny Him lie will deny us.
a.

Matthew 1 0: 32-3 3.

b.

Jesus will not speak to the Father in glowing terms
on judgment day for the one who refused t o live for
Him while here on earth.

if we are faithless, He remains faithful. He cannot, nur
will not,
deny I-limself. vs 13
a.

Because we are not dependable for the Lord does not
destroy the faithfulness of Christ.

b.

This is a contrast of man and God----Man is
fickle---God is stable.
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c.

We are either for l-lim or against Him. (Matt.
1230)

5. As we look over this illustration of the farmer we view reason after reason
for the Christian t o labor hard and patiently await the harvest from the
Lord's hand.

D. As a Workman, vs

14 - 19,

1. Paul charges Timothy to share the information he has just given him. vs 14
a. They are in the presence of the Lord.

b. They are m t o quarrel over words which bring no profit t o Christian
living or evangelism.
c. Even worse than making poor use of time, such words condemn t he
listeners t o Hell.
I

d In short--"Timothy, what I have said is important, do not hesitate t o share
it with all who will listen."

2. Paul reminds Timothy of the seriousness of Christianity. vs 15.
a. Diligent--"earnestness, zeal, or sometimes the haste accompanying" the
work a t hand.

b. Work with all your abilities t o present yourself t o God.
c. Approved unto God--"one who has stood the test. Describes anything which
has tested and is fit
for service."

d Timothy is to be tested that he might be a fit weapon for the work of Christ,
and therefore a workman who had no need to be ashamed.
e. Rightly dividing the Word.

"The Greeks themselves used the word in three different
connections: For plowing a straight furrow across a field, and for the work
of a mason in cutting and squaring a stone so that it fit into its correct place
in the structure of the building. So the man who rightly divides the word of
truth, drives a straight road through the truth and refuses t o be lured down
pleasant but irrelevant bypaths, he plough a straight furrow across the field
of truth, he takes each section of the truth, and fits it into its correct
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position, as a mason does a stone, allowing no part to usurp an undue place and

so knock the whole structure out of balance."
f. "The aim of all Cliristian dlscwssion and of all Christian action is t o bring a
man nearer t o his fellows and t o God." Barclay on II Timothy, pages 173 &
174.
3. The dangers of striving over "words". vs 16
a. These profane babblings are stories structured t o deceive and lead on away
from God.
b. They are deadly by design, not by accident because they develop ungodliness
in the lives of the listeners.
c. These words consume the hearer as deadly disease destroys the body. vs 17
1.

"To gnaw, t o eat, an eating, spreading disease." Robertson Word
Pictures of the New Testament, Vol, IV, p. 620.

2.

Instead of giving life like the Gospel does, profane teaching kills,

d Paul names two men who have rejected the truth and turned to Satan's
message. vs 18
1,

tiymeneus and Philetus.
a.

In this case Paul Names the men and their sin.

b.

This is a case where the men would not accept God's teaching and
were destroying other souls.

c.

They must be stopped.

2.

Their false teaching concerned the final resurrection of all people.

3.

See "Chat with Chet" (Disciples of Christ). page 177.

4.

"Think of what implications are contained in this false word:
(1) It would deny Christ's physical resurrection
(2) It would deny the possibility of the second coming
(3) The hope of the resurrection for believers would be gone
(4.) All hope of meeting our dead loved ones is taken away
(5) We could not share in the Father's house of many mansions.
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No wonder such a teaching would overthrow the faith of the new ones
in Christ in the city of Ephesus!
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Disciple
Journal of the Christian Church (Disciples of christ)
July 23, 1979
Mr. Danny Camp
The Church of Christ a t Treaty
Route 5
habash, IN 16992
Dear Mr. Camp:
Thank you for your letter of July 19.
In respohse to your request, we are pleased to grant you permission t o use the column, "A Chat
with Chet," from the November 5, 1961 issue of The Christian, If this is t o be reprinted, we
would appreciate a credit line such as: "Reprinted from The Christian by permission of the
Christian Board of Publication, St. Louis."
You may know that THE DISCIPLE is the successor to She Christiau (as of January, 1974.)
Thank you for your interest.
Sincerely,

Celia Cupp (Mrs.)
Secretaty to D. Merrell

James L. Merrell, Editor, Vice-President
Chistinn Board of Publication
Box 179 St, Louis, Missouri 63166 (314) 371-6900
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A CHAT WIT15 CHET

by
A. Sillara
used by permission

Chester
QUESTION:
Christ?

What do you think the Bible teaches about the second coming o f

I'think the Bible teaches that he will come a second time, also that
he will come as lightning.
This is not to be wondered at. Jesus said he was the light of the
world. If you have ever watched lightning you have seen the landscape that
was dark a11 illumined when a bolt of lightning flashed across the horizon,
Once again we lift up our practice in our Disciple churches of allowing
differences, and even encouraging differences of opinion, In this matter
there is a considerable range of opinion, 1 can only give you my answer, In
honesty, 1 tell you there are other viewpoints.
The Bible makes it seem clear to me that the first-century Christians
f'clt Jesus would come during the life span of most of them, Those who had
died would experience a resurrection when he returned.
Did he return? I believe he did! I think he was present at Pentecost.
He returned as lightning, or light, and illuminated Peter's sermon.
Several theories have been developed about the second coming of Christ.
Some are very attractive indeed. In seminary we studied several of them, and
I must admit some seemed to me to be beyond the pale of reason in the light of
Christ I s teachings.
Proof-texting has been used to advance these various theories. A "Thus
saith the Lord" has been the approach of some. Well, what does the Lord say?
I admit this question is as wide open for differences of opinion as any New
Testament question 1 know.
I can not believe that at some date in the future, when the world gets
better or gets as bad as it is going to be, Jesus, the Christ, will ride a
cloud down to earth and call all the faithful to him and then open the graves
of the faithful who died long years ago and restore them to physical health.
I know this is what the first-century Christians seemed to expect. I know
that some of our own people expect this. You have a right to.
1 have heard some pretty fanciful descriptions of what life is going to
be like for the faithful when he returns again. Life on earth could be like
that now if we all would follow in faith.
May I use a personal illustration? Some years ago at the age of 86
grandmother died because of cancer. What about the second coming? She was
very faithful as a Christian, Will he come and raise her in full health? No,
I do not believe s o , I believe, for her, his second coming was when she went
into the baptismal waters as a young lady. He made his second coming to her
as a person. That made her life complete. His second coming was not just a
bolt of lightning that flashed through her life once. He came as light, love,
truth, life and spirit to be with her all of her living days. For seventy
years or more he was her guide. Her spirit lives on as all spirit and truth
lives on. Her body was the temple of her soul. It has gone the way of all
flesh according to the laws of God.
What happens is we become so concerned about our bodies that we lose
sight of the spiritual implications of our faith. We use this idea of the
second coming to establish a hope that we will be resurrected in our present
bodies which even today receive more of our concern than our spiritual selves.
If we have a living Christ it is because he lives in the hearts of the
ANSWER:
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faithful, He lives in their hearts because he made a, second corning to them as
individual persons. J believe h e is living today in millions o f persons
because he came to them a@ it were, as Light, truth, love, and spirit.
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4 . The defense against dangerous words, v, 19.
a. The firm foundation of God.

b. The seal--"Indicating ownership, authentication, security
and destination."
VINE, P, 331.
1. THE LORD KNOWS who are His.

2. Those who claim Jesus are t o flee unrighteousness.
E.

As a Utensil. verses 20-23.

1. There are different kinds of utensils. vs 20.

a Costly
1.Gold

2.Silver
b. Simple
1. wood

2.0f the earth
c. Some to honor

d. Some to dishonor
2. To be a vessel of honor for God one must riL oneself o t e S,,ISmentioned in
the preceding verses. vs 2 1.

3. In so doing he will become a vessel of:
a. Honor

b. Set apart for God's work.
c. Equippedt o do His good will.

4. The urgency of separation from sin is stated in vs 22.
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a. Make haste to get away from the flaming sins of youth before
they engulf you for life/eternity.

b. Be not satisfied with avoiding sin, but make serious effort
t o develop a God-like character.
1, Righteousness
2. Faith
3, Love
4. Peace

5. Find fellowship with those who seek God for a pure motive.
c. Refuse to become involved in: vs 23.
1. "Speculations of a half-educated mind." Robertson Word
Pictures of the New Testament, Vol. IV p, 621
2. They only cause division and ill-will rather than the
wholesomeness produced by the Gospel
F. As a Bondservant. vs 24 - 26.
1. As a servant t o the Christ of Calvary we must be like Him in conducting
ourselves with others.

2. He was not one t o fight. Since we represent Him we, too, must refrain from
fighting.

3. There is a better way t o accomplish God's work than fighting with one
another. Be gentle t o all.

1. The qualities the Christian leader Is to have as when opposed to fighting:
a. "The Christian leader must be kind t o all; even when he has
t o criticize and point out a fault, it must be done with the

gentleness which never seeks t o hurt." Barclay, Timothy, 18 1

b. The servant is to be able to teach.
c. l i e is to be forebearing '(patient).
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d. Gently correcting those who oppose instead of resorting to
anger. vs 25
5. The reason we are not to strive is that by not striving we will develop a
climate in which others will be receptive 'to God's teaching,

6. Because of the godly example they will repent and accept I-lis will.

7. No amount of fighting will accomplish conversion in the opponents life!
1

%

8. By such action they shall be stolen from Satan's traps. vs 26
1
,\

t

9. It is Satan's desire to destroy, It is God's desire to protect and build,

1 0. For these reasons we ought to be very considerate servants,

I
I

SUMMARY:
Paul is encouraging timothy t o realize the work before him as an evangelist. To
underscore the way this work is to be done paul speaks t o him as a beloved child in many
illustrations. Aspects of the soldier, athlete, farmer, workman, utensil and servant all show
different responsibilities of the Christian evangelist.
As paul spoke to timothy he speaks to us today. As I read this chapter, i am awed by the
enormity of the influence of the Christian evangelist. There is the opportunity t o do great

1

'*

amounts of good for the lord. There also is the possibility of great destruction. Let us not be
frightened into seclusion by this responsibility. Rather, let us acknowledge our need--the
power of god through Christ to enable us to do his will. When we realize we are not the center of
strength, but that he is, our stewardship as an evangelist will be properly handled. God does not
demand brilliance. He asks for faithful service. That we can, and must, give t o him freely.
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Test Over I1 Timothy Chapter 2
Dale:

Name:

I, D.#,

1. Timothy is exhorted to fulrill his
2, True or False.

Paul wanted Timothy to be his disciple.

3, State the challenge Paul gave to Timothy in this chapter.

4.Write out how you can fulfill 2 Timothy 2:2, today in your life. Use extra paper if necessary.
I
.I

.

5. Wiy are teac~iersto be faitlikl?

6 . Name tlie five illustrations Paul uses to support his exhortation to Timothy.

a.
b.

C.

d.

e.
7. What is tlie significance of 2 Timothy 2: 1- 1 51
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8. I3ow can you be (become) 811 encourager for olkers?
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SECTION IV. PAUL WARNS TIMOTHY OF,TliEAPPRQACI-IING APOSTASY.
2 TIMOTHY 3: 1-4 :5

1. PAUL WANTS TIMQTI-IYTO RECOGNIZE THE COMING APOSTASY. VS 1-9
A. 1t khould always be remembered that a warning is not a curse. It is, a t times, a
blessing. Even in our physical health we are saved from tragedies by the warning
system in our bodies. When we listen to, and obey, these warnings we will be the
happier. So it is with our spiritual lives. By being given a warning we can prepare for
the full force of Satan’s attack. In many cases positive reaction to adequate warning will
ward off‘ the full impact of Satan”s desires. In this warning to Timothy Paul was helping
him to defeat the doctrines of Satan a5 they appeared. Vs 1
I’

B. Not only does Paul tell Timothy the danger is coming but he also states when it will
come, “In the last days”.
1. His return from heaven to receive the righteous unto
Himself and commit the lost to eternal doom.

2. ”In latter days”--The phrase is the same as with Genesis 49: 1, which
signifies future days, or time, without marking whether these days were far
off or near a t hand. And therefore it does not signify the last days of the
same import with ‘latter times’, 1 Tim. 4: 1, where also the apostasy is
foretold.” (MacKnight, Vol. 111 & IV, p. 320)

3. Because these ‘times’ were to be present during the life of Timothy we can be
certain that Paul was not discussing the very last day before Christ’s return.

4. The concern in Paul’s mind a t this time was t o prepare Timothy t o meet
the challenges of false teachers of his day (and we of ours).
C. Characteristics of the false teachers.

1. Lovers of self--This is the source of all evil. Vs 2,
(See diagram on the next page)
a. Because a person views iife from the attitude of “look out for # I ” , the
door is opened wide for a multitude of sins.
b. Notice how large is the outgrowth of this attitude.

2. Lovers of money.
a. Since they first loved themselves and money would purchase
what they desired their great love centered around money.
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CHARaCTERZSTICS OF THE FRZSE TEWHERS
FIERCE

UNI;TOLY
RAILERS
IXAUGHTY

BOASTFUL
TRAXTORS
PUFFED- UP
U " U F u L
IMPLACABLE
SLANDERERS
I-IEXD STRONG
LOVERS OF SELF
LOVERS OF MONEY
NO LOVER OF GOOD
WITHOUT SELF-CONTROL
I

DXSOBEDXE"

zy3

PARENTS

WITHOUT NATURAL AFFECTION

LOVERS OF PLEASURE RATHER TIZAN LOVERS OF GOD
HOLDING A FORM OF GODLINESS BUT DENYING THE POWER THERE OF
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b, We are unable to satisfy our desires without money,ttterefore
each person must remember to keep money, possessions and Christ
proper perspective.
c. Refer t o your notes in I Timothy 6: 10.

3, Boastful,

a. “Old word for empty pretender” used here and in Romans 1:30, Robertson
Word Pictures of the New Testament, vol. 4, page 623
‘

1

8

b. “Primarily signifies a wanderer about the country, a vagabond; hence, an
impostor.” Vine. 136
c. These individuals are not only empty of the qualities and abilities they boast,
they are hypocrites.

4. Haughty.
a. “Showing oneself above others, though often denoting pre-eminent, is always
used in the New Testament in the evil sense of arrogant, disdainful, haughty.”
Vine, p. 198

b. The key difference between ”boasts” and those who are “haughty” is--the
boaster tries to convince all that he is a great person; the haughty person lets
all know that he holds everyone else in contempt because they are not as good
as he.
c. Both have a great misconception of their worth!

d. The center of SELF is clearly seen.

5. Railers.
a, This is translated blasphemy in other places. ( I Timothy 1:13)

b. It means t o speak harshly against. In this context it would seem t o indicate an
individual who spoke harshly about those around him.
6. Disobedient t o parents
a. This is a serious matter, for underlining this attitude is the lack of respect for
authority.
b. If this is ingrained in an individual he/she will respect on one, including God,
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other than him/herself, Nor will that person respect any law but the law
he decrees to be right.

7, Unthankful.
’

a. If there is no respect there is no reason t o thank anyone, and mean it, for
anything.
b. Gratitude arises from the appreciation one has for those about him.
c. If he is boastful, haughty and disobedient what is there to cause him t o be
thankful in the least?

,.1

8. Unholy.
a, Refuses t o acknowledge the ultimate decencies of life.

b. To such an individual the phrase “nothing is holy” is a very real description of
character.

9. Without natural affection. Vs 3
a. This refers t o the love a parent is to have for his child, or for the love for
another person.

b. The beasts of the field care for their young, and one another, many times a t the
cost of life. This also could refer to homosexuality.
c. Those with twisted minds of selfishness care not even for their youths or
others, only self-gratification.

d. They are less than animals!

IO.

Implacable.

a. “Without a trace” ... “One who cannot be persuaded to enter into a covenant.”
Vine, p. 250

b. “I’ve made up my mind and I’ll change for on one nor any reason!” “Ijust
don’t care if you are in trouble.....etc”
2aid.

...name the phrase you have heard or

1 1. Slanderers.
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a. Greek for slanders is "$rcc!3ohod'

- the English word is devil.

b. These people are representatives of Satan who ruin the character and name of
other individuals by false rumors or/and innuendos,
'

c, They follow the leading of their father, the devil.

12. Without Self-Control.
a. Places no restraints upon self.

b. "Whatever feels good, do it". Letting passions rule the body.
,'I.

c. There is a time each person will

t o answer for their lack of self-control.

13. Fierce.
a. "Signifies 'not tame', savage, the opposite of gentle. Epictetus describes
those who forget God as their creator, as resembling lions, wild savage and
fierce." Vine, P. 92

b. These individuals are not builders. They are machines of' destruction.
14. No lovers of good.
a. Nothing fine of this world is appealing to him.

b. He desires, and searches after, the base things of life. His vocabulary is the
first indicators of his character,

15. Traitors. v. 4
a, They are in the same mold as Judas, the betrayer of our Lord.

b. The only thing on which they can be depended is their treason.
16. Headstrong.
a. "Falling forward." Robertson, p. 623

b. The end result is of no consequence. They are going t o do what they will.
17. Puffed-Up.
a. It carries the meaning of one walking in a fog.
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b. l i e cannot see the real world, oiily himself therefore, is convinced that he is
some great one. If you don’t believe it just ask him,
c. He has compared himself with himself and Paul says t h a t is dangerous, 2 Cor.
10:12 and 1 Tim. 6:3-5,

18. Lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.
a. Matthew 7 : Z O
b. Again, as in verse 2, the center of attention is to the individual and away from
God. This is the first step in forming a cult.
.fP

19. Holding the form of Godliness, but having denied the power thererof.
a. “It’s nice, for decoration, but I don’t want it to affect what I do from day t o
day.”
4

b. “They go through all the correct movements and maintain all the external
forms of religion; but they know nothing of Christianity as a dynamic power
which changes the lives of men. It is said that Lord Melbourne once
remarked: ‘Things have come t o a pretty pass when religion is allowed to
invade the sphere of private life.’ It may well be that the greatest handicap t o
Christianity is not the scarlet sinner, but the sleek devotee of an
unimpeachable orthodoxy and ia dignified convention, who is horrified when
it is suggested that real religion is a dynamic power which changes a man’s
personal life.” Barclay, II Tim. p. 19 1

D. Paul instructs Timothy not to be a member of the apostasy in any manner!
1. Timothy had a positive, sharing Gospel. In no way was it to become associated with the
self-centeredness of humanism.

2. The Gospel points to the good of man, these sinful minded ones point to the shame of
man. By straying away from them Timothy would show all the distinct difference
between the Gospel of God and the g ~ ; p eof
l men.
E. Paul explains in detail why he calls for separation from such apostasy. Vs 6-9

1. Their manner and motive of teaching is suspect a t best. Vs 6
2. They are not content t o corrupt themselves. They must destroy others also. Rom.
1:32
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3. They operate in methods of secret.
4. This does not mean all women were so gullible.
a. There were many honorable women very strong in the faith then as now.

b. The picture in the original is that of woman who either think small, or are
incapable of serious thought, or unwilling to discipline themselves to the
necessary efforts needed to learn God’s Word.

c, This then (silly women), refers t o their character or spiritual standing.

d. These women were possessors of many unforgiven sins because they were
eagerly following every desire without curbing their passions.
e. They were a ripe field for false. unscrupulous teachers.

5. These women were always studying but never gaining the truth. Vs 7
a. “It is Paul’s charge that such people are ‘willing to learn from anyone, and
yet never able t o come to a knowledge of the truth.’ E.F. Brown has pointed out
the danger of what he calls ‘intellectual curiosity without moral earnestness.’
There is a type of person who is eager t o discuss every new theory, who is
always t o be found deeply involved in the latest fashionable religious
movement, but who is quite unwilling to accept the day-to-day discipline-even drudgery-of living the Christian life, No amount of intellectual
curiosity can titillate our minds with the latest intellectual crazes; we are
meant t o purify and strengthen ourselves in the moral battle to live the
Christian life.’’ Barclay, p, 193
b. These are spiritual “band-wagon’’ Christians.

6, Paul uses an Old Testament illustration t o prove his point. V8
a. “Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed God’s representative, Moses, so do also
these licentious leaders oppose the truth of God as revealed in His Word and as
proclaimed by Paul, Timothy, etc.
This point of comparison is definitely stated. (For another undoubted third
point of comparison see below, on verse 9). Whether here in verse 8, any
further resemblances are implied cannot be proved. The following are mere
possibilities: (1 ) Jannes and Jambres were deceivers; so are t h e purveyors
of strange doctrine against whom Paul warns Timothy. (2) IF Jewish
tradition can be credited in this aspect, Jannes and Jambres became
proselytes, faking “conversion” t o the Jewish religion. When they saw that
they could not prevent Israel’s exodus from Egypt, they are said t o have

IS9

~

It Timothy-Chapter 3
joined the departing multitude, Later (according to Jewish tradition!, they
were the ones who induced the people to make a golden calf and to worship it.
They were pretenders, therefore hypocrites, and as such very dangerous.
Similarly, the false leaders whom Paul describes are all the more dangerous
because they pretend to be genuine converts t o the Christian religion."
Hendrikson, p. 288
b. Because of thelr actions against the truth of God it is clearly revealed that
these men are:

1 Of deteriorating minds
I

2. Rebels renouncing the faith of Christ.
I

I
d

j

'

7. Paul reassures Timothy of the defeat of the apostasy. Vs 9
a. The work of the false teachers will not triumph over the Gospel
b. Their folly will be apparent t o all men.

I
I

II. PAUL ENCOURAGES TIMOTHY BY SIiARING HIS PERSONAL TESTIMONY. VS 10-17
A. Paul, in this section, wishes to offer encouragement in the face of apostasy. Vs 10-1 1

I

1, Paul has revealed to Timothy that he does not want t o leave him discouraged.

2. He recalls his experience to let Timothy know it is possible t o overcome the
apostasy.

3. You are different than the false teacher of whom Ijust spoke because you have
followed my example in:
a. Teaching

1. YOU accepted the message of truth I preached.

2. You teach what ! have given unto you.
b. Conduct.

1. "A training, discipline, a manner of life." Vine, p. 223
2. As you have seen Christ in me so I see Christ in you. (What a challenge
for the Christians of today!)
I
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3, You are not like the false teachers in you everyday life.
c. Purpose.

1 "For me t o live is Christ", is Paul's position, (Phil. 1:2 1 )
2. That too is the mission of Timothy.
3. l i e was a lover of Christ, not of self,

d, Faith.

1. We share the same hope (Paul and Timothy)
2. That which looks beyond this life into eternity with Christ.
e. Longsuffering--Forbearance.
1, Paul has endured long periods of suffering.
2. He now reminds Timothy that he too has done, and can do again, the
same.

f. Love.
1. 1 Corinthians 13, reveals Paul's meaning of love.

2. Timothy has that same love within himself and so should we.
g. Patience.

1. The ability to bear up under stress.

2. Timothy is not a brash individual.
3. lie, like Paul, was distinctive in maturity because his hope was not based
in a thing, but a person--JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD.

h. Persecutions. Vs 11
1. Paul reminds Timothy the coming apostasy will be no worse than the

persecutions he has already endured.
2. With this confidence apostasy can be put aside.
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1. Sufferings.
I , Timothy knew sufferings.
2. Therefore, Paul is confident that the sufferings served to prepare
Timothy for such as this.
4, An illustration of life t o enforce the fact of the nearness of the Lord during
such times of persecution.
a. You know what happened at:

1. Antioch--Acts 13: 14-52 (vs 50-52)
2. Iconium--Acts 14.:1-6 (vs 5)

3. Lystra--Acts 14:8-12 (vs 19)

b. These.actions certainly would have left an impression on Timothy.

5. Paul stresses three facts he wants Timothy t o remember:
a. The persecutions were endured

b. The reason Paul could endure was because the Lord brought him through
the persecutions.
c. Paul wants Timothy (and us), to realize that same Lord will bring him
(and us), through the coming apostasy.

6. What an encouragement this Is t o maintain the faith in all difficulties
Rom. 8: 3 1-39, really sparkles when applied correctly!
E, Paul lets Timothy know that they are not the otily two to endure persecution. Vs 12

1, Evervone who lives a God-centered life is to expect persecutions as a natural
result of Christian iiving . What has this to say about those who teach that
once one becomes a Christian evervthina will be o.k.?
2. Christianity condemns sin and therefore is not welcome in all circles.

3. Christians should not expect a “brass band reception”.
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C. Paul reveals a truth that is not pleasant ‘to view. Vsl3

1, false teachers and hypocrites shall continue t o grow in number and influence.
2. Though they will grow, they will not be secure.
a, Deceivingthey shall be deceived.

b, Their own doctrines will be weakened by their own contradictions.
3. Their depth of sin will increase, going from bad t o worse. There is no hope for
the one who refuses to accept the Christ of Calvary,
.A‘.

D. Timothy is encouraged to remain loyal to all the teachings he has received. Vs 14- 1 7
1. His teachers were worthy of trust. Vs 14
a. Paul and other traveling companions.

b. His grandmother and mother.
c. Christian, you are a teacher. What would your students say of you if they

spoke honestly?

2. The message is worthy of Timothy’s loyalty. Vs 15
a. From a baby Timothy had been instructed in the kloly Scriptures.

1, When Paul refers to “the Scriptures” he is speaking of the Old
Testament.

2. Do we have a command of the Old Testament to such an extent that we
reveal the Christ of the New Testament as we teach the Old
Testament? Timothy’s mother and grandmother did!

b. The Scriptures are the source of finding salvation in God through faith in
Christ.

1. This rules out any doctrine based on feeling or emotion.
2. I am convinced that this passage alone demonstrates the worth of the
study of the Old Testament.
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3. The message froin God is different. Vs, 16
a. Many books were written on many philosopldes.

b. But these were all written by man,
c. Reasons for accepting the Bible as from God are abundant within the pages
of the Book

4. Notice the uniqueness of this message.
a. It is inspired of God.

b. The philosophies and pagan religions had books written by men.
c. The Bible is the only book to be inspired by God. It is tils message to
mankind.

5. Notice the purpose of this message.
a. It is profitable for teaching.

1. When teaching one must first consider the content of the subject matter.

2. The content of the Bible is relevant to every need of every age of man and
therefore is certainly profitable for teaching.
b. For reproof.

1. This carries not the idea of “faultfinding”.
2. This means the Scriptures are valuable for convincing a man of the
error of his hay and for pointing him t o the correct path.

3. The Word does not show one the error without showing the way of
correction.
c. For correction.

1. “Correction refers t o information and alteration.” DeWelt, p. 245

2. Through the Bible we are informed of God’s desires, our conditions
and how t o make the needed changes.

164

II Timothy-Chapter 3
d. For instructlon which is in righteousness.

1. This word "instruction'' means discipline,

2. Through the message of the Bible we are taught how t o discipline our
lives t o be submissive unto God.
e. This message has two basic goals:

vs 17

1, To furnish God's man with the needed tools for every area of' life.
a. When this passage is thoroughly digested a total person is the
result.

b. This would encourage Timothy to know he had a' message that
would give him the necessary equipment t o meet the coming
apostasy.

2. Once the man of God is whole he can use what has made him whole t o
accomplish the same wholeness in others.
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111, PAUL REMIND TIMOTIiY OF THE MESSAGE AND MINISTRY NEEDED TO DESTROY l l i ~
APOSTASY, 4: 1-5
to

A, “Chapter three stresses the fact that Timothy, confronted with developing opposition
the truth, must abide in the true doctrine. Chapter four brings into prominence
’ Timothy’s duty to proclaim this doctrine.” Iiendriksen, II Timothy, p. 307

B. He reminds Timothy to whom he is responsible vs. 1
1. He does not have to give regular reports to some denominational
headquarters.

2. He is urged t o remember he answers t o God and Christ, no fellow
men!

3. Paul states 3 reasons for the authority of Christ:
a. He will judge the living and dead.

b. He will have a second coming (this destroys the doctrine, “the
resurrection is already past).
c. l i e is King, Ruler over a Kingdom.

4.

Mr. DeWelt aptly states,

“The ‘Kingdom’ here mention probably is best
Him.” DeWelt, I & II Timothy and Titus, p. 248

5. As we review these facts of verse 1, we begin to see the greatness of the
charge Paul expresses t o Timothy.

a. This was not given because Timothy was drifting away from Christ.

b. It was given to show that the power available from God, was greater than
the apostasy caused by Satan.
c. With this encouragement Timothy could face the coming apostasy with
confidence!

C. The content ol‘ Paul’s charge is given in 5 imperatives: Vs 2

1. ”Preach the Word”--”Proclaim or Herald” Vine, p. 200
a. The preacher is the herald of God’s message.
b., He cannot, he,dare not, change thelcontent of that message one bit if he
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wants t o please God and help fellow men. Rev. 22” 18-1 9 and Gal. 1:6-10
c, Preaching the Word is the divinely inspired method of
ambassadorship of God. 1 Cor. 1:21 T
f

d, Notice these who were ambassadors for God:

1. Noah--2 Peter 2:5
’

,

2. Jonah--Jonah 3:4 & Matt. 12:41

..
3. John the Baptist-Matt. 3:l-2 & John 1:29

4. The healed Gadarene Demoniac--Luke 8:39

5, Paul--Acts 9:20; Gal. 6: 14; I Cor. 15:ZOff; I Thess.
4~13-18
6. This is but a partial list as it is impossible t o name everyone who has,
or is, preaching the Word but one can see that the preachers of the
Word today are among great company.

2. “Be urgent in season, out of season.”
a. ”To take a stand,” ”stand upon it or up t o it”, “carry on”,
“stick t o it”. Robertson Word Pictures of the New Testament,
Vol. 4, p. 629

b. One must pever take the message lightly.
c. We are not to grow careless with the message because we have such close
contact with the.
d. We are continuallv be proclaimers. There is notime when the message is
not to be preached.

3. “Reprove”--preaeh in siich a iil;ini’ici so 3s t o ccnvirice the listeners by
producing the evidence for you faith and preaching.

4.. “Rebuke”--This means convicting. It is the application of the proclaimed
message t o individual needs, hurts, hungers and joys.

5. “Exhort”--Encourage rather than condemn. This speaks t o the
motives of preaching. We are to motivate through exhortation, not by
demanding.
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a, The attitude of all this preaching is found in “longsuffering and teaching”.
b. A question to ask self is: ”Am I as longsuffering with those ‘towhorn I
proclaim God’s message as lie is t o Me?”
c, The honest answer to t h a t question will aid each person‘s ministry for
Christ

.

D. Paul gives specific reasons for “Preaching the Word,” vs 3

1. There will be a time wllen some people will not appreciate, nor accept, words
of sound spiritual health, thus Timothy is urged to “Preach the Word...”
2. ”This prophetic description of the temper of Christians during the apostasy,
hath been verified t o an astonishing degree. For then the generality of the
people nauseated the wholesome doctrines of true piety and sound morality
inculcated in the Gospel: Then the monks and friars, in all their sermons,
spake of nothing but of miracles performed a t the tombs of martyrs and
from their teachers but fables of t h a t sort, as t h e apostle foretold, verse 4,
because by these they were confirmed in the belief that the superstitious
practices which their teachers recommended would procure them the pardon
of their sins, however atrocious, and admission into heaven, notwithstanding
they continued to sin t o the end of
their lives.” MacKnight, Vol. Ill-IV,
pages 332-333

3. They will seek, and find, teachers who will teach what they wanl. t o hear
(tickle the ear), not what God knows and desires they should hear.
a. The word “heap” is a very descriptive of the amount of teachers and their

worth.

b. All together they are but a human junk-pile of religious teachers.
c. Their craving is for teachers t o suit their fancies or perverted tastes.

6. This reminds one of Jer. 3 3 1 , ‘‘The prophets prophesy false ijr... and my
people love to have it so.”, and of Ezek. 33:32, “And lo, thou art unto
them as a very lovely song of one who has a pleasant voice and can play well
on an instrument; for they hear thy words, but they do them not.”
e. They are not interested in the truth itself, only in the way in which it is
presented, the preacher’s ’style’,
‘oratory,” ...the preacher himself, his
voice, bearing,
looks, mannerism.” Hendriksens, p. 3 1 1 &31 2
i
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I

4. ”After their own lust,” ”The word is used of a good desire in Luke 22: 15,
Phil. 1 :23 and I Thess 2: 17 only. Everywhere else it has a bad sense. To
obey the lust refers t o those evil desires which are ready t o express
themselves in bodily activity.” Vine, p. 25
a. If the people are t o be trained the evangelist must preach God’s message,
not satisfy the evil desires of men!

b. This is related t o II Tim. 2: 1ff
5. The result of collecting teachers t o say what they want t o hear does two main
things:
a. Turns them away from the truth
b. Turns them unto fables (One o f the results of these two
stated actions is that the local body is divided.)
6. The following of fables and errors is possible because they appeal to:
a. Lust of the eye

b. Lust of the flesh
c. Pride of life. I John 2 1 5

E. Paul outlines the duties of the evangelist for Timothy. Vs 5
1. “Be sober in all things”
a. Be mature in the manner with which you handle all things,

b. Timothy is t o show a calm, well balanced, attitude.

2, “Suffer hardship”
a. Paul was preparing him t o overcome t h e difficulties of the ministry.

b. He was t o expect them t o appear in his ministry and overcome them
through dependence upon Christ. Pliil. 4: 13

3. “DO the work of an evangelist”

a,,Reread the instructions In I Timothy, II Timothy and Titus,
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b. Obtain a copy of DeWelt’s book entitled, “The Church in the Bible” and
read the section on the office and work of the evangelist.
c. I wkould recommend that you purchase a copy of this book for your
personal library.

4. ”Fulfil the ministry”
a. Remember the purpose in the life of service to God and shrink not from
complete exhortation.

b. This would not be easy for Timothy because of the persecution and apostasy
but Paul encourages him to use all the talents God has given him.

,A,.

SUMMARY:

In this section, II timothy 3:l-4:5, Paul, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
gives a very valuable lesson t o every evangelist. Though he was speaking t o the immediate needs
of‘ Timothy he also is speaking of our needs today.
We must know that there are false teacher and persecution against God’s Church going on
now and will continue until He returns. The ways of mankind have not changed since Paul
penned these passages.

Paul encourages Timothy by giving a testimony of how the Lord has delivered him safely
time after time. He wants Timothy to know that all of God’s children shall suffer persecution.

,.

Paul then remind Timothy he is a steward of the power t h a t can defeat the devil. That
power is the Word of God. But the Word must be taught with all of one’s ability. The soul saving
power is not passed on from person t o person by way of physical birth. The way of God must be
taught to each generation,
Notice the “Passing It On Principle”:

.

“First Generation. . .Knows God and His Word or Work. .Commitment.

.

.

Second Generation. .Knows God but not His Word or Work. .Compromise
Third Generation.

. , .Knows not God nor His Word or Work. . .Rebellion”
Walk thru the Bible ministries

Now it is clear why Timothy is charged to preach the Word, as are we.
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test on chapter 3

NAME

DATE

GRADE

1, How does Paul describe the people of the terrible times in the last days?

2, Do you know of anyone inside or outside the church that fits that description?
3, Explain 3:lO-12
,#'

Now make application to your own life.

Now--what about the teacherslpreachers who say the Christian life is the life without problems?

4. Explain, and make personal practical application , verses 16-17 of chapter 3.

IITimothy-C ha pter4
SECTION V. PAUL‘S TRIUMPHANT AI‘FIRMATION OF FAITH. 4:6-22.
A. Paul has assurance in the face of death. vs 6-8
1 He views the Present Reality with Confidence. vs6
a. 1 am right now being ”poured out”.
1. He considered this prison term as the beginning of his death.

2, Even in life as well as death Paul was “poured out” for the Lord.
I

I
~

1

.A+

’

3. His total life was a sacrifice to the Lord t o be used any way the Lord needed and
a t this moment OF death he is not filled with regret but great joy.
4. Elizabeth Kubler--Ross writes in her book ‘‘On Death and Dying”, that there
are five (5) attitudes toward death and dying:

“ I , Denial and isolation
2. Anger
3. Bargaining
4. Desperation
5. Acceptance.”
5. But if you read the writings of Paul you will find his view of death as pure
joy!

6. This clearly show the center of his life.

2. He quickly summarizes his past. Vs 7
a. Fought a good fight
b. Finished the course.
c. Kept the faith

d. Those are three phrases that each Christian must keep in his personal working
vocabulary and attitude.

1. We are t o fight, to finish and to keep.
2. This is a tremendous encouragement t o each person who claims Christ as his.
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3, I-le has confidence in his future, vs 8
a. 1 have a crown of righteousness reserved for me in heaven.

b, That crown will be presented by the Christ who endured so much and
strengthened me so greatly.
'

c. 1 am not going to be in heaven alone.

1. Those who love Idis appearing more than the world shall also receive a crown.
2. This is not frantic hope, it is the inspired Word of God's promise.
d

d The confidence in life beyond the grave is as great for us as for Paul.

'

B, Paul urges Timothy to be with him a t this time. vs 9-1 5

1, Do everything yoou can to get here (his place of confinement), quickly. vs9
2.

He asks Timothy to put forth extra effort: because of surrounding circumstances.
VSlO

a. There has been a "thinning" of my work force here. vsl0

b. Demas has gone to Thessalonica, rejecting my company and returning t o the world
because of the lust of the world--SERIOUS. The reason it is serious is that
Demas has rejected Christ and loved Satan.
c. Crescens has gone t o Galatia.
I

,

d. Titus is ministering in Dalmatia.
e. Of all the hard workers, only Luke remains. vsl 1

f. Please find Mark and bring him with you.
1. tie is needed in my ministry.
2. This one statement reveals the humility of Paul.
3. In Acts 15:38,39, we have a different picture.
g. I have sent Tychicus to work in Ephesus. v s l 2
h. Paul requests that Timothy bring certain items on this visit. v s l 3
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1. Cloak--winter was close a t hand. Vs 2 1

2. Books--Old Testament book?

’

I

3. Parchments-skins of sheep and goats prepared especially to be used for
writing,

4. Paul may have wanted t o prove t o all that the Christ he obeyed and preached
was but a fulfillment of the Old Testament and therefore convince the Roman
government that there was no valid reason for the suspicion and persecution
of the Christians.

.

i, Alexander has caused me great problems. vsl4
/,*

1. I am willing to let the Lord repay him equal t o his actions. See Romans 12: 1 9
2. This is real trust in the Lord. Too often we want to be the avenger.
3. If you meet him or any of his students be very careful and alert.vsl5
4.. He is bold enough to deny all that I taught!

5. He was not a shy individual,
3. Paul’s legal situation would be reason enough for Timothy’s haste. v s l 6
a.

No one stood by me when 1 made my first dfefense. See I & II Timothy and Titus
by Don DeWelt, pages 258 & 259

b. They did not remain silent. They took the position against me!
c.

Paul echoes the words of Christ and Stephen when he requests the sins of his
former helpers be not held against them.

4. Paul, though deserted by men, had sufficient support. vsl7
a. The Lord’s power ‘vias with him.

b. He gave me the needed strength t o stand without friends before enemies.
c. I did not just stand, but the Lord enabled me to preach His might Word for the

purpose that Gentiles might hear the plan God has for all mankind.
d. Not only did l i e give me strength t o witness, but He delivered me from the
imminent danger.
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e. Paul’s confidence was not shattered, rather it was emboldened; not because of liis

own abilities, but because the power of the Lord was protecting him. vsl8

f, ’‘He will save me unto His lieavenly kingdom.”

1. In the past Paul; had been delivered from death by the Lord.

2. If he is t o die he will be delivered &death t o be with Christ completely.
3. Either way Paul cannot lose!
4. Because of this “deliverance” Paul places honor where the honor belongson Christ.
.:i.

a. He is the One to receive honor and glory.

b,
C.

He is t o receive it for eternity, beginning now.

Paul’s closing salutation and remarks, vs 19-2 1
1. Greet (salute) Prisca and Aquila.

2. Greet the house of Onesiphorus.

3.

Erastus is still in Corinth. vs20

4.. Trophimus-Paul left sick in Miletus. (DeWelt has a good point concerning this
situation on page 260, I & II Timothy and Titus.)

5.

Paul again urges Timothy’s quick travel, referring to the coming winter. vs2 1
a. lie would want the warm coat,

b. The sailing season would soon shut down and when the spring thaw artived it
might be too late for Timothy to be of help to Paul.

6. The brethren, m d Etibulus, Pudefis, Linus and Claudia send greetings to Timothy.
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D. Paul’s great closing benediction. vs22

I . The Lord be with your spirit,
2. Grace be with you.

3. After the many charges and examples of testimony Paul commits Timothy t o the
Lord’s keeping.

SUMMARY:
As Paul closes this letter he pens his last words that are recorded. What a great
influence he was on Jew a nd Gentile alike. But it was not the man Paul who was so tremendous
it was the working of Christ in his life that was sensatianal.
.:I.

We first learn of him as Saul the murderer. We last hear of him as Paul the persecuted,
but happy, servant of the Lord on his way to heaven.

The desire of heaven’s home should be as great in each of us as it was in the apostle Paul!.
, .”For which cause I suffer also these things: yet I am not ashamed; for I know him whom I
have believed, and I am persuaded that he is able to guard that which I have committed unto him
against that day.” 2 Timothy 1:12

.

What have you committed unto Him against that day?
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Test 2 timothy chapter 4
NAME

GRADE

DATE

1. What is the charge that Paul gives t o Timothy?

2. Describe Paul’s outlook on possible death.

3. True or false:
,,

I’

,Paul harbored a great grudge against John Mark for his failure t o
continue in the first missionary journey.

4. How would you like t o have a cell mate like Paul?

How can you t o be a “Paul” to those around you!

Titus-Chapter I
b. The congregation, Titus and Paul were all members of the great family of God.

3, Paul had knowledge of the same truth as did the Christians in Crete which led t o Godly
I!ving when obeyed.
4. This relationship, faith and knowledge has a great result, the hope of eternal life. v. 2
a. The foundation of this hope is God Iiimself.
b. l i e has promised.
c. He cannot lie.
d. God made this promise of hope of eternal life from the very beginning!
5. Every development of God’s message of salvation has been executed according t o God’s
time table. v.3
a. Galatians 4:4, is a good example
b. Paul was intrusted as a steward of that mighty message of the Son and so are we.
c. l i e was a “chosen vessel” to carry the message to the lost.
d. It was God the Savior who commissioned him, not any man.
e. Paul’s source of authority is clearly defined!
6. He regarded Titus as his rtal child through faith. v. 4

7. His greeting to Titus is:
a. As a family member
b. Asking peace and grace to be upon him.
c. The peace’andgrace that comes only from God the Father and Christ the Savior.
8. What a fantastic way t o say, “Dear Titus, How are you?”
9. Do our letters reflect the measure of Christ atid God in us?

SECTION II. THE NEEDS OF THE CIiURCI-I. 1:5-9

1. The reasons for Titus’ being in Crete. vs. 5-9

A. “TO set things in order.”
1, In the original language this means “to set things straight” as a doctor would set a
bone straight for proper knitting and growth. Robertson, p. 598

2. Titus was to correct all manner of difficulties in all the churches of Crete that they
might be “set straight” according t o God’s will and grow thereby,

3, Immediately, we see this means more than the establishment of the eldership in
every church.
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13. "To appoint elders in every city,"
1. For further study on "appoint" and "ordain" see the article, ''The Ordination of
Officers" by Don DeWelt in this set of notes,
2. Also, starting on page 264 in your text book is an excellent special study on the
subject of tlie eldership as well as the special study in your notes in tlie special
addition,

3. A harmony of the qualifications of an elder as found in Titus 1; 1 Timothy 3; 1
Peter 5, follows:

d:i*

A HARMONY OF THE QUALIFICATIONS OF AN ELDER AS FOUND IN 1 TIMOTHY 3, TITUS 1 AND
1 PETER 5.
1 Timothy 3

Titus 1

Without reproach
vs. 2

Blameless
vs6

Husband of one wife
vs 2

Husband of one wife
vs 6
~~~~

I Peter 5
Examples t o the flock
neither as lording it over the
Charge allotted t o you
vs 3
11

~~

Just, holy,

Temperate
vs 2

self-controlled vs 8

Sober minded
vs 2

Sober minded
vs 8

Gentle
vs 2

Not accused of riot or
unruly vs 7

~~~

Blameless as God's steward
vs 7
Orderly
vs 2

Not self-willed
vs 7

Not contentious
vs 3

Not soon angry
vs 7

Tend the flock of God
vs 2
Exercising the oversight,
not of constraint, but
willingly, according to the
will of God.
vs 2

~~

No brawler
vs 3

No brawler
vs 7
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~

No striker
vs 3

No striker
vs 7

No lover of money
vs 3

Not greedy of filthy lucre
vs 7

Nor yet for filthy lucre
vs 2

continued

next

Pa-@

Given to hospitality
vs 2

Given to hospitality
vs 8

But of a ready mind
vs 2

But gentle
vs 3

A lover of good

Rules well his own house
vs 4

Having children that believe
vs 6

Apt to teach
vs 4

VS

a

I

Holding t o the faithful word
which is according t o the
teaching, that he may be able
both to exliort in the sound
doctrine and to convict the
gainsayers.
vs 9
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THE ORDINATION OF OFFICERS
by
DON DeWELT
used by permission
,3.

It is imperative that we understand the details of this lesson, that we not only understand
it, but that we understand it VERY WELL. This is true because so much difficulty has arisen, and
is yet with US over the so-called “election of officers.”
There are multitudes of both elders and ministers who will testify t o the truthfulness of
the above statement. Mark carefully each point in this study. “Prove all things and hold fast t o
that which is good.”
1. THE MEANING OF THE WORDS “ORDAIN AND APPOINT”
These words appear in THREE PLACES in the New Testament:
1. Acts 6:3 “Look ye out therefore, brethren, from among you seven men of good report,
full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may apPoint over this business.”
2. Titus 1:5 “For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the
things that were wanting, and appointelders in every city as I gave thee charge;”

3. Acts 1 4 2 3 “And when they b d appointed for them elders in every church, and had
prayed with fasting, they commended them t o the Lord on whom they had believed.”
In Acts 6:3 and Titus 1 :5 The Greek word is ‘‘ KCWST~UJ
”. Literally it means, “To set,
place, put“. As pertaining t o our subject it means, “To set one over a thing, in charge of‘ it; t o
appoint one to administer an office.” Note carefully that the selection of these seven from among
the multitude was the responsibility of the church, The setting or placing was the task of the
Apostles. More about this in the latter portion of the lesson.

In Acts 14:23 the Creek word is “ X E ~ O T O V E O ” ;This word is translated “ordain” in the
King James’ Version and “appoint” in the revised version. Robert Young in his analytical
concordance gives this literal meaning: “TO elect by stretching out their hand”. THAYER defines
the word as follows: “To vote by stretching out the hand; to create or appoint by vote; to elect
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appoint, create.” It would seem here that the entire process of selection and appointment is
embraced (n this word.

If. THE SELECTION OF MEN FOR THE OFFICES IN THE CldURCI-1.

1. The Holy Spirit has a part,
The I-loly Spirit has given, in the New Testament through speakers and writers lie has
inspired, the qualifications for church officers. These men who meet the Holy Spirit‘s
specifications are the ones He has designated to hold the office. Note these references:
Acts 13:2 “And the I-loly Spirit said, separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work
whereunto I have called them, . , ’I
/’

Acts 2028 ”Take heed unto yourselves and unto all the flock in which the I-loly
Spirit hath made you bishops, . .

THE ORDINATION OF OFFICERS
In thinking of the Holy Spirit’s part in the selection of the men we must not forget that
the direct operation of the Holy Spirit through Spiritual gifts probably had a part in the
selection of men for the offices in the Apostolic period. This does not, however, annul the fact
that the Holy Spirit is the one today that gives us the qualifications for the men of the offices in
the church.
2. The evangelists had a part.

a. In Acts 1423 the appointment involved the selection by the church, the setting
into the office by the apostles with the approval of the congregation. In this case
the evangelists (apostles) lead in the action of appointment. We say this because
of the meaning of the word “appoint”, see previous page.

b. In Titus 1:5 Paul instructed Titus to “ordain” or “”appoint” elders. We
would understand this word to suggest the termination of the ceremony, Le. After

the selection had been made and the approval given, then Titus was t o ‘‘set” the
men into the office.
c. Acts 6: 1-3 tells of the whole process of selection and appointment.
NOTE: First, the qualifications are given by the apostles. $xond, The multitude
selected seven men from among the larger group who met these qualifications.
(Just HOW this was done is purely a matter of conjecture, but that “the
brethren” did it we KNOW). Third, after the seven were “chosen” the apostles
placed them into the ofiice by the laying on of hands.
This reference should be a warning to every evangelist that tries t o do the will of the
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I

I

I

Lord: “Lay hands I-IASTILY on no man, neither be a partaker of other men’s sins;”
, , fTimothy 5:22
I

3. The congregation has a part.
From the above references and comments it should be rather clear what part the
congregation has. It might be well to outline it again:

l

a. To ”look out” the men who meet the divine qualifications.

b. In I Timothy 3:lO men for deacons are t o be “proved” before they are placed
in the office. If this is true of the deacons it would surely be also true of the
elders. This would necessitate a period of time in which the congregation
would be made aware of the nominees for the offices, during this period of time
the lives and abilities of these men could be either approved or disapproved by
the members of the congregation.

C. The men, after a period of selection and proving can be presented t o the
evangelist for appointment.
ANSWER THESE OUESTIONS:
1. Why is it essential to understand this lesson very well?
~

i
I

2. Give the two meanings of the word “appoint”.

3. What is the Holy Spirit’s part in the selection of officers?

I

4. What is the part of the evangelist in the selection?

I

5. Concisely stated the part of the congregation.
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‘

C. To prepare a defense against ungodly men. vs 10-16.
1. Paul clearly outlines the false teachers among the church people! vs 10

-

a. Insubordinate not willing to obey any rules places upon them except the ones they
want, when they want to obey them. They make up their own “rules” as they go along.

-

b. Yain talkers Individuals who speak a lot of words, but say nothing worthwhile. They
say nothing that will produce goodness in life.

-

c. Deceivers It is not enough just t o say nothing worthwhile; they intentionally teach
what God does not want taught. They are Satan’s helpers.

-

,

d The Jews There were a vast amount of problems. They insisted on complete
compliance to the Old Testament law as being more important than anything Paul or
Titus taught

2. Paul states what must be done and why, vsl 1
a. “Stop their mouths” is the required effort.

1. Literally this means to ”gag” them.

2. Not by force of strength but by the power of the Gospel.
b. The reasons for “gagging” such people are numerous and warranted.

1. These false teachers destrov whole houses.
a. They enter the family setting and pit member against member.
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b, By such action a multitude of families were ripped apart.
c. Without a solid family it is very difficult to be effective for God, thus we see
the wreckage caused by such teachers ..broken homes and ineffective
congregations.

,2. Teachina thinas they ouaht not
a. There are things a teacher is to teach and equally so, there are things he is NOT
to teach.
b. He must be wise in telling the difference.

c. These teachers (false teachers) did not care!

3.

Now we come t o the basic reason for this ,false teachinu.

a. Teaching for personal profit!

b. It made no difference what the results were as long as they received their fee
for instruction.

c. In fact, they would become eloquent in presentation t o increase their income.
D, Now, let’s return to vs.9, IO, and 1 1 t o get the proper view, but one very seldom
expressed.

1. The last phrase of verse 9 is “that he (elder) may be able t o both exhort in the sound
doctrine, and to convict the gainsayer”.

2. When we start vsl0, we see the first word is “for” which is a connecting link between
the two sections of scripture. This shows the mission of the elder.

3. In verse 11, the elder is told he has the responsibility for stopping false teaching in the
c hurcii.

4. Those who interpret this passage to read the evangelist is in control of everything
himself would do well to evaluate their understanding of these verses.
E. Paul calls upon one of their own to illustrate the point of the ruthlessness of the Cretans.
VSl2
1. He refers to Epirnenides’ (about 600),own words regarding his countrymen.
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a, The Cretans are I ia rs.

-

b. Evil beasts This is the picture of the animal stalking tiis prey until the right
moment and then moving in for the kill without feeling for the victim.

-

c. Idle aluttons Now the Cretans have stalked (lied), they have killed without remorse

(evil beasts) and now, in the picture of beasts, they are heavy with food and will not
move until hungry again.

2. So you see how they& by teaching opposition t o God‘s will, how they u t i l e spirit and
how they, fatten themselves from the fees paid them by the ones they have destroyed!

,,, F. Paul is saying, “I am not lying when I tell you this, rather it is the truth.” vsl3.
1. “For which cause rebuke them sharply”--”This metaphor is taken from surgeons,
who, in curing their patients, are sometimes obliged t o cut their flesh in such a
manner as to give them great pain. Titus (and the elders), was to reprove the Cretans
cuttinaly or sharplv. But the sharpness of his reproofs was not t o consist in the
bitterness of the language which he used, nor in the passion with which he spake.
Reproofs of that sort have little influence to make one healthy, either in faith or
practice. It was t o consist in the strength of the reasons with which he enforced his
reproofs, and in the earnestness and affection with which he delivered them, whereby
the conscience of the offenders, being awakened, would sting them bitterly, “
MacKnight on Titus, Vol. Ill-IV, ppgs 367 & 368 (parentheses are mine. , Danny
Camp)

.

2. “Paul does not say to Titus: ’Leave them alone. They are hopeless and all men know
it.” He says, “They are bad and all men know it. God can convert them.” Few
passages so demonstrate the divine optimism of the Christian evangelist, who
refuses to regard any man as hopeless.” Barclay on Titus, p. 243

:

3. The reasons for such an approach:
a. So they may be sound in the faith (healing of mind). The change from false
teaching to Godly teaching will produce a very healthy mind.

b. So they will not give attention to Jewish fables (see notes on I Tim. 1:4, and 11 Tim.
4:4). vs 14
c. Because they teach the commandments of men. Matt. 15:7-9. Which is a quote of

Isaiah 29: 13. Notice what God said He would do because of such attitudes in Isaiah
19: 14. That is still true today!
4. These men did not teach falsely because they did not know the truth. They taught
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falsely because they CHOSE TO TURN AWAY from the truth. They have rejected the
caunsel of God,

G. Paul states ways we can identify such individuals without hearing their false teaching.
VSI
5-1 6.
1. To those who seek God’s will all His ways are pure, but in those who turn away from
the truth, being tainted with sin and not believing, there is nothing pure. They
turn all things t o filth.
2. This is possible because both their mind (intellect), and conscience
(feeling/emotion) are seared with sin.
C‘

3. “Only by humble acceptance of God’s Word is there moral and intellectual purity.”
Don DeWelt, p, 152
4. They make claims as t o their knowledge of God but the fruits of their lives reveal
clearly that their allegiance is with Satan. v s l 6

a. They deny God by being repulsive,. masters of the unclean.

-

b. Disobedient He has made himself god and no longer can hear the mighty voice
of God.

-

c. Reprobate “Here the reference is t o the great test as to whether Christ is in a
person.” Vine, p. 283. I1 Corinthians 13:5

SUMMARY:
IN THIS EPISTLE, AS WITH TIiE ONES TO TIMOTHY, PAUL FIRST ESTABLISHES kIIS
.POSITION AS A TEACHER. HE KNOWS THE PROBLEMS IN CRETE AND WANTS TO STOP AS MANY
OF THEM AS POSSIBLE AS QUICKLY AS IS WISE. BY STATING HE WAS COMMISSIONED OF CHRIST
AND A SLAVE OF GOD ALL QUICKLY KNOW IiIS POSITION AND CAN COMPARE IT WITH THAT OF
THE FALSE TEACHERS.
IN DEVELOPING A STRONG CHURCH PAUL INDICATES THERE IS A NEED FOR A STRONG
ELDERSHIP. THESE ARE NOT “FIGUREHEAD” MEN. THEY HAVE ASTOUNDING
RESPONSIBILITIES.
THE NEED FOR THESE STRONG MEN IS TO COUNTERACT THE INCORRECT TEACHING
WITHIN THE CHURCH.
AS PAUL CONCLUDES THE CHAPTER HE GIVES A GRAPHIC DESCRIPTION OF THOSE IN
OPPOSITION TO THE TRUTH.

@
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OUR CHALLENGE IS TO GlVE OUR TALENTS IN SERVICE TO GOD ’TI-1AT HE WILL BE ABLE TO
WORK TI-IROUGIJ US TO REDEEM AND CONSERVE MANKIND.

TEST OVER TITUS - CHAPTER 1
NAME

DATE

GRADE

Use Extra Pages if Needed

1, Name two reasons Titus was left in Crete.

2. what kind of man does god require t o be an elder?

3. What is the meaning of the words “ordain” and “appoint”?
1
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4. Explain Lerses 10 and 11,

5. Define the following words:
Abomination

Disobedient

188

Titus

- Chapter 2
Reprobate

6. What is the meaning of the phrase ''convict the gainsayer" 1

P

SECTION 111. CHRISTIAN CHARACTER IN ACTION. 2: 1-1 5.

1. A definite stand for righteousness. vsl
A. "The care of the congregation in its eldership and faith, was tile subject of chapter one.
The care of the individual members of the church is the subject of chapter two." Don
DeWelt on Titus, p. 154

B. In the beginning of chapter two Paul shows the contrast of Titus' teaching as compared
with the false teachers 8s reccjrded ir; chapter one.
C. Paul states that Titus is t o concern himself with that which will bring healthful teaching
to those who listen.

1, The responsibility is t o help, not hinder, those with whom he cones in contact.
2. The opposite of sound doctrine is, of course, an unbalanced mind and life.
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3. As a psychologist in Iowa said, “A man without Christ is not a complete man.”

4, It is the evangelist’s ministry t o provide teaching from God that will bring union
between man and Christ, thus a complete man!
D. Other Scriptures for consideration concerning the Family of God:

-

1, Colossians 3: 18 4,: 1.
2. Ephesians 5:22

- 6:9

3, I Timothy 5:l- 6:2.
,I

1;

II. Titus is told what to emphasize that Christ may be viewed in the members of the church.

I

vs 2-10

A. Concerning the older men, they are to: vs2
1. To be temperate

- VI@ a h m ~

a. To be sober, as opposed t o intoxication.
b. They are to realize the futility of following self-indulgence.
c. They are to be taught to curb these great temptations by understandingthe Word
and will of God.

-

2. Be grave. m v o c a. “The word we want is one in which the sense of gravity and dignity are combined.
The word points to seriousness of purpose and to self-respect in conduct.” Vine, p.

173
b. A man of dignity.
c. One who handles great things in a spirit befitting the occasion.

3. Sober-minded.

a. “Sound mind-have self-control.” Vine, p. 44

b. An individual who is in control of all his passions and therefore is a great
example to others.
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4, They are to possess the above qualities that the following qualities will shine forth
from their lives.
a, Sound in the faith--demonstrates their relationship with God.

b. In love-to all those about them.
c. In patience--to be able t o handle all the difficulties, trials and persecutions that
will surround them as Christians,

5. It is not the elders and deacons & who have high standards. Indeed, the
congregation is blessed to have such men from which to select elders and deacons.
#,e.

B. Concerning the Aged Women--vs 3
1. These ladies have a great potential for service in God Family,
2. Without grandmothers to teach and to love in their own special way the family life
would be very different.
3. They are not t o be slanderers-a. This is the opposite of righteous!

b. One cannot proclaim the goodness of God and a t the same time ruin the character
of anvone!
4.

They are not to be addicted to wine.
a. Their lives are t o be filled with the Spirit, not wine.

b. Suffering and loneliness are great enemies of these ladies. Let each of us see
that they do not fall victim to either because of our lack of attention.
5. They are to be teachers of good, positive in attitude. In the following verses we will
see sow g d things they WR teach.
C. Concerning the Younger Women. vs4-5

1. There is a unity of life declared here, that which the aged women can offer and that
which the younger ladies need. By working together they will accomplish great
things for God!
2. They (the older women) are to teach the younger women:
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a, How to love their husbands!! vs4

1. This is necessary in all cultures,
’’

2. Loves grows continually as each person progresses through life. If the
proper aspect of love is not developed problems will arise.

b. To love their children.
1, “What a stupid statement”, one might say. But think for a while, How
many mothers have felt guilty because of the way they reacted to their
children and/or their antics?

2. Yes, a gracious, loving “grandmother” blesses a young family’s home and
marriage more than can be measured.

--

“self-control”. A husband and children would test a
young woman’s self-control more than we husbands and children would like to
think.

c. To be sober-minded

-

d. Chaste in word and in deed.

-

e, Workers a t home Barclay, p. 250

I

I

’In this passage there is both something that is temporary and something that
is permanent.
In the ancient Greek world the respectable woman lived a completely secluded
life. In the house she had her own quarters and seldom left them, not even t o sit
a t meals with the menfolk of the family; and into them came no man except her
husband. She never attended any public assemblies or meetings; she seldom
appeared on the streets, and, when she did, she never did alone: In fact it has
been said that there was no honorable way in which a Greek woman could make a
living. No trade or profession was open t o her: and if she tried to earn a living
she was driven to prostitution. If the women of the ancient Church had suddenly
burst every limitation which the centuries had imposed upon them, the only
iesilt would have bee:: tc bring discredit on ?he Churc!? and causer people t o say
that Christianity corrupted woman-hood. The life laid down here seems narrow
and circumscribed, but it is to be read against its background. In that sense this
passage is temporary.
Cut there is also a sense in which it is permanent. It is the simple fact that
there is no greater task, responsibility and privilege in this world than t o make a
home. It may well be that when women are involved in the hundred and one
wearing duties which children and a home bring with them, they may say: “If
only I could be done with all this, so that I could live a truly religious life.”
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There is in fact nowhere where a truly religious life can better be lived than
within the home,
In the last analysis there can be no greater career than that of homemaking.
Many a man, who has set his mark upon the world, has been enabled to do so
.. simply because someone a t home lived him and tended him.”
Also see Prov. 3 1:1 0-31

f. Kind, gentle, loving, caring
g. Submission to husband.

1, As she is to be in submission the husband has a great responsibility.

2. I Peter 3:7

-

Ye husbands, in like manner dwell with your wives according
to knowledge, giving honor unto the woman, as unto the weaker vessel, as being
also joint-heirs of the grace of life; to the end that your prayers be not
’I

hindered.”
As Robertson States, “With an intelligent recognition of the nature of the
marriage relation.” Robertson Word Pictures, p. 1 1 0, Vol. VI
3. The purpose for such instruction is given in verse 5.
a. That the name of God be not ridiculed by any.

b. This ministry of the aged women and the objective of the younger women is very
serious.
c. The eternal destiny of countless souls is being decided by the action of the women
of the church!

,

.....

4. QUESTION: Why did not Paul tell Titus t o do this teaching? He is (was) the
evangelist.
a, How could a husband know how t o teach his wife to love him? It is sad to say, but
too often true, that many men assume that the care and nurture of loves ends
after the courtship.

b. What could the busy husband teach the weary wife about raising children she
does not already know?
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c, The aged women were the ones capable by experience and therefore could do far
more than any man in this area, The way of God is always best!

D. Concerning the Younger Men. vs6-8
1, They, too, are encouraged to be sober-minded, In other words, they are to be
sensible in everything they do. Vs6
2, When they 50 conduct themselves the people around them will notice their Cliristian
maturity.
3, Note the things in which they are to be sensible. Vs7
,,$'

a, Example of good works.

1, The young men were to set the standard of good deeds.
2. I Thessalonians 5:15, "See that none render unto anyone evil for evil; but
always follow after that which is good, one toward another, and toward all."

3. I1 Thessalonians 3: 13, "But ye, brethren, be not weary in well-doing."
b. Uncorrupt doctrine
1. Teaching content without it being infected with lies and distortions.

2. It must be the courageous, well balanced presentation of the Gospel
Truth.
c. Gravity.

1. As the message is pure the messenger is to be one of dignity.
2, Not one of gloomy countenance. There is no need for "Missouri mule
Christian " .
A little boy was vacationing on his grandfather's farm one summer and got
into trouble. His grandfather, who was a Christian, corrected him very
sternly. Feeling quite unhappy the lad walked t o the corral behind the
barn and began to pet his grandfather's mule. Suddenly he stopped,
looked a t the mule and exclaimed, "Jack, you would make the best
Christian in the world because you have the longest face I have every
seen,"

194

Titus

- Chapter 2
3, One who realizes the import of the mission and personal responsibility,

4, One who realizes the seriousness of his mission for Christ,
d. Sound speech that cannot be condemned.
1, There must be a consistency of the speech in the assembly and in the daily
work,

I

2. The Christian is one whose speech gives no reason for shame.

..

3. I-le is to have a healthy speech by which he can influence the unbeliever for
God.
4.1'-

e. The young men are t o live such Christlike lives that anyone starting false
statement t o shame the Christian will be shamed by the rumors of their own
making!! They will be:

1. Unable to find any evil thing t o discuss
2. Compare ITmothy 4: 1 2
E. Concerning Slaves. vs9- 1 0
1. These slaves most certainly are member of the church the same as are the fore
stated individuals.

2. The opportunities for glory as a slave are very few indeed. Here we have the setting
of a great opportunity to bring glory to God.
a. They are to accept the position of subjection willingly.

b. The work they accomplish is t o please the master. The Christian slave would want
to do his best

3. To reject the authority of the human master and t o steal fTom him were two very
reai temptations of each slave.
4. It wold be easy for the Christian slave to regard the authority of an unbelieving
master as not binding on him, However, if the slave conducted himself as the master
wished without debating the issue, the master would have an opportunity to see
Christianity a t work.

5. Slaves were in many places of responsibility. If a Christian slave were t o steal from
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his master the witness for Christ would be turned to destruction t o Christ,vsl 0

6. The Christian slave was to be the most trusted slave to be found anywhere, The
reason being that their life, lived under stress, would bring great praise for
Christianity, God and Christ,
.practical
.

7. Paul does not discuss w i s right. lie points out what is right.” DeWelt, p, 162
111, The Motivations For Each Member of God’s Family to Live for Him. vs 1 1-1 5

I
I

A. The grace of God is the first motivator. vsl 1

,I

1. Romans 2:4, “Or despises thou the riches of tiis goodness and forbearance and
longsuffering,
t
not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?”
.r

I

2. God’s grace came into the world in the form of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour.
a. John 1 :1-1 4--This is a passage for all t o study for all of life.

b. Acts 4;12,“And in none other is there salvation: for neither is there any other
name under heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must be saved.”

3. Christ came into the world instructing us to: vsl2
a. Deny ungodliness -

1. That which is empty of God’s character and goodness.
2. We are taught to avoid such ungodliness. If we do not we will suffer
chastisement a t best.
I
I

b. Worldly lusts. See Romans 1:18-32

1. Complete self-indulgence in all things
2. We are t o control our lives, not let them control us!

I

c, We are t o live. .

.

-

1, Soberly - sound-minded notice how often this word is used in this small
I e tt er!
2. Righteously - j u s t

- without prejudice or partiality.

-

3. Godly The characteristics of God
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d, We are to so conduct ourselves in&

world.

1, Many people do not believe the Christian life can be lived on earth,
"

2. This verse. .vs 12, (Also Romans 12: 1-2 & others), state that it is not only
*
possible, but is expected of each Christian.

6. The Appearing of The Lord is Another Motivating Factor For Each Christian. v s l 3

-

1. This appearing is a blessed hope literally, from here through the rest of eternity
with the Lord.
d$-

2. This appearing will demonstrate the glory of God and Christ,
a, This appearing of Christ will clearly fulfill all God has promised and completely
silence His critics.

b. Christ will be glorified because it was Iiis atoning death and resurrection that
made heaven possible for us.
1. This He did that all our sins could be removed.

2, His ransom has redeemed for Him a particular people for His own possession
Compare I Corinthians 6: 19-20

3. Not only ar we to be His cleansed people, we are to be eager in accomplishing
good things.
4. I cannot but think that the total being of each Christian will be more than
eager to do anything asked him by the King of kings!
C, These two motivation Factors clearly state that mevangelist should ever resort to
manipulation to accomplish a task. The sound, firm instruction coupled with the
motivation found in this chapter will move men and women for God or nothing will!

IV. A Direct Charge to Titus Regarding Iiis Responsibilities As A Member of the Family of God.
vsl5
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A, We have noticed, in this chapter, that each member is t o assume certain
responsibilities for definite reasons.

B, Here
. .Titus is challenged, He is not to expect results from others only. lie is t o respond

for God.

C. “Here Paul succinctly lays before Titus the threefold task of the Christian preacher,
teacher and leader,

1. It is a task of proclamation.

-

*‘.?,I

There is a message to be proclaimed. There are some things about which argument is
not possible and on which discussion is not relevant. There are times when he must
say, “Thus saith the Lord.”

2. It is a task of encouragement.
Any preacher who reduces his audience to bleak despair has failed in his task. Men
must be convicted of their sin, not that they may feel that their case is hopeless, but
that they may be led to the grace which is greater than all their sin.

3. It is a task of conviction,
The eyes of the sinner must be opened to his sin; the mind of the misguided must be
led to realize its mistake; the heart of the heedless must be stabbed awake. The
Christian message is no opiate to send men t o sleep; it is rather the blinding light
which shows men themselves as they are and God as He is.”

-

D. Paul Concludes His Encouragement t o Titus By Saying “Don’t let anyone ‘think-down
on you.” Compare I Timothy 4: 12.
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SUMMARY
CHRIST'S CIiURCI-1 IS JUST LIKE A FAMILY; MANY MEMBERED AND JUST LIKE A FAMILY,
EACH MEMBER HAS A DEFINITE RESPONSIBILITY, PAUL NAMES THE MEMBERS AGES MEN
AND WOMEN, YOUNGER MEN AND WOMEN, AND SLAVES. EACH MEMBER IiAVlNG UNIQUE
MINISTRIES, "'PAUL SPENDS MORE TIME WITH THE WOMEN THAN ANY OF THE REST. WHY?
BECAUSE IF THERE IS FAILURE HERE IN CI-IILD REARING, COMPATIBILITY WITH THE I-IUSBAND,
CARING FOR THE HOME AND SELF THEN ALL THE OTHER AREAS DISCUSSED IN TI-IIS CHAPTER
WILL BE A FAILURE!

-

AS RESPONSIBILITIES ARE STATED SO ARE THE MOTIVATIONS FOR ACCEPTING
RESPONSIBILITY. GOD'S GRACE AND CHRIST'S RETURN ARE CAUSES ENOUGH TO STIR EVERY
MEMBER OF THE FAMILY OF GOD INTO EXCITED ACTION.
'Ip

AS THE CHAPTER CLOSES PAUL ENCOURAGES AND REMINDS TITUS THAT HE HAS
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF AN EVANGELIST.
MAY EACH ONE OF US CAREFULLY AND HONESTLY ACCEPT GOD'S MISSION FOR US AND
SERVE TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITIES, GIVING GOD THE GLORY FOR ALL THINGS.
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TEST OVER TITUS CHAPTER 2

NAME

GRADE

DATE

Use extra pages if needed.

1. Who are the members of: God’s Family as given in chapter 2?

,,a

.

2, What are the responsibilities of each member?

3. What does “sober-minded” mean?

Explain how it is being demonstrated in your life daily. If it isn’t state why not?
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4. Name ~b things the aged women are to teach the younger women.

,I

5. Explain 2:15.

r '.

6. As a Christian how are you living 2:157
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SECTION IV. HOW THE CHRISTIAN IS TO LIVE IN SOCIETY. 3:1-15.

I. Characteristics that will bring glory t o the Father and their Lord.
A, Christians are to be willing to obey the government,
.#”

B. The subject of the firs chapter is the care of the congregation. In chapter two the
subject is on the individual Christian learning to live in the family of God, In chapter
three Paul instructs Titus t o remind the Christians how to conduct themselves in their
society.

C. There are seven areas of obedience. vsl & 2

1. Submit t o the leadership of the government and other authorities. vsl
a. This is not an “if you want to”. It is a requirement from the Lord.

b. This is a statement to be obeyed, not debated as to its merit.
c. Romans 13: 1ff is a I-loly Spirit inspired commentary oh this verse.

1

I
I

d. We are tko submit to all the authorities over us, That includes parents,
policemen, teachers, employers and others in countless places.

I

e. But you may reply, “What about Acts 5:29?” If the government or other
authorities require disobedience to God then God must be followed and the
Christian be willing to lay down his life for Christ. This was the position and
attitude ofthe apostles and so it should be ours!

2. We are to be obedient.
,

a. This is not restricted tko the government and authorities.
b. This includes all areas of life in work or play.

c. If we do not obey we sow seeds of anarchy, spiritually and physically.

d. By not obeying we are found to be fighting against God.
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3, We are to be ready to do every good work.
a. This is not speaking about earning salvation with good deeds for Paul is addressing
Christians,
..

b. What is required is the application of the Gospel message to personal, everyday
life.
I

!

C.

If it is impossible to do good deeds it is impossible to live for God!

-.

-

4, We are t o ;speak evil of no man vs2
,I‘

a. We are not t o blaspheme anyone-speak harshly against.
b. THIS MEANS EVERYONE!
c. The admonition, “If you can’t say anything good about a person don’t say

anything,” is the meaning here.

5. We are not to be contentious.
a. We are t o be “non-fighters”.

b. The spirit of the trouble-maker and bully is not the one God desires His people
to possess.
c. “Someone has humorously said, ’Some church members are born in the
objective case and the kickative mood.’ Such a one might be designated as
‘contentious’. Such persons are also very poor witnesses for Christ, t o say
nothing of being poor neighbors and citizens.” Don DeWelt on Titus, p. 17 1

6. We are to be gentle:
a. Sweet reasonableness.

b. This gentleness is the direct oppositicn tc?contentbus.
c, One is gehtle or contentious. There is no possibility of mixture.

7. Showing all meekness to all men.
a. ”It must be clearly understood, therefore, that the meekness manifested by the
Lord and commended to the believer is the fi-uit of power. The common
assumption is that when a man is meek it is because he cannot help himself; but
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the Lord was ’meek’ because lie had the infinite resources of God a t klls
command.” Vine, p, 5 6
b, Therefore, for us to be meek reveals God’s power working in our lives.

c. “Showing some mildness toward m e people might not be so difficult. Nor
showing
(that is complete, thorough-going) mildness to some people. But
toshow all mildness t o all people, even t o all those Cretan ’liars, evil brutes, and
lazy bellies,’ was an assignment impossible of fulfillment apart from God’s
special grace.” Hendriksen on Titus, p. 387
d, Do not tegard these seven points of instructionjust as good ideas, They are
principles of God.
.A?’

II. That Which Stimulates the Christians to Appreciate His Position with God. vs3-7
A. The memory of his spiritual condition before he obeyed God, vs3

1. He was once foolish.
a. Lack of using the mind.

b. This is not stating that all sitlners are mental incompetents.
c. They have refused to govern their lives.

2. Disobedient
.

a. When one refuses to govern his mind one of the side effects is disobedience.

b. He regards no authority other than himself unless he wants to.
3. Deceived
a. When one listens t o himself only he is following a poor teacher..

b. The fooiish ana disobedient deceive themselves because they allow Satan, the
father of lies, to control and shape their existence,

4. Serving divers lusts and pleasures.
I

a. “The strong drives of human nature have become their masters. They are no
better than animals who live only for the sensations of the body. When
control is not exercised in the area of appetites, we become the unhappy and
almost unwilling slaves. How fleeting the pleasure offered--how empty is all

204.

Titus-Chapter 3
the satisfaction our heart desires.”

Don DeWelt, Titus, p. 175

b, The result of this living is lack of satisfaction in what was thought t o bring
excitement to the senses,

5. ‘Living in malice and envy.
a. When one gives himself to lustful living then malice and envy take up
residency in his soul.
b. Malice--”The vicious character generally,” ”Wickedness directed a t another
individual.” Vine, p. 32
c. “Envy is the feeling of‘ displeasure produced by witnessing or hearing of the
advantage or prosperity of others.” Vine, p. 37

d. “It was envy which caused the murder of Abel, threw Joseph into a pit, caused
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram to rebel against Moses and Aaron and made Saul
pursue David,” Hendriksen on Titus, p. 388
6. Hateful,
a. This speaks of his character.

b. Detestable, offensive or disgusting.
c. No matter what his character, he has a soul for which Christ died. We may hate
his sin but never his soul, Be certain we separate soul and person from sin.
7. Hating one another.
a. This speaks of the relationship “hateful” people have among themselves.

b. This speaks of the man who considers himself far superior to all others.
c. When a number of such individuals are placed together the result is “hating one
another.‘I

B. l i e method t o free men fTom sin is provided by God. Vs4

1. His kindness and love.
a. ”The expression the kindness and the love toward man i s m concept; hence, the

verb in the original is singular.” I-lenriksen on Titus, p. 289
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b. God is love and the love is directed to each of our personal needs!
c,

God CARES deeply for each of us!
1. He could have rejected us, as we were deep in sin, but the quality of His
character, kindness and compassion, brought forth His great love.

2. For while we were yet weak, in due season, l i e died for the ungodly,
Romans 5:6

I

2, This kindness and love was not given on the basis of merit. Vs5

,, r

-

a. There just is no way in which sinful man can “work” into God’s favor by his own
strength and intelligence.

b. Salvation is provided by God! Acts 4: 12 and John 14:6
c. It is by His mercy we have the opportunity t o be freed from sin.
d. He provided freedom from sin by:
1. Washing of regeneration--Baptism.
a. “Hendriksen: It is clear from such passages as John 3:3,5, and especially
Ephesians 5:26 (Cf. Heb. 10:22) that this ’washing of regeneration and
renewing’ stands in some relation to the rite of baptism.” Don DeWelt on
Titus, p. 176

Lenski: ‘God saved us by means of baptism. Baptism is a bath of
regeneration and renewing, in both of which the l-loly Spirit is the actor.
That is why God could use baptism as such a means; by baptism, is by no
means a mere symbol or picture, but a true means of divine grace. It is
not an opus opemtom as when a crowbar turns over a stone, but as when
spiritual grace operates spiritually by the Holy Spirit’s entering the
heart with His grace and kindling the new life.’ ibid p, 176
I-loveq: ‘It is motivated by ’the kindness of God’;accomplished, not by
man’s moral goodness, but by two agencies ‘washing of regeneration’
(laver, bath or rebirth, or immersion into Christ), and ‘renewing of the
Holy Spirit,’ that is, renewing of the human spirit by the Spirit of God.
(Cf, Psalms 51:10), In conversion, the Spirit presents to the human
mind what to do to be saved from past sins, I Peter 1 :23;James 1:18; the
result is a new person. After conversion, the Spirit continually renews
I Corinthians 4:16; Ephesians
the mind of the Christian by Idis Word, 1
4:22-24. The result is a new life. The final obiective is eternal life.’

--
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(ibid p. 99)” ibid. p, 176-177

W. J. Conbeare: ’Laver--the word does not mean ‘washing’, (A.V.), but
. “

laver, that is, a vessel in which washing takes place.’ (The Epistles of
Paul, p. 888) ibid p, 177
Fairbairn: ‘And the only question is, how the expression, when coupled
here with regeneration, is to be explained. Some have taken it in an
altogether figurative sense, as emblematically representing the spiritual
change; some, again of the Holy Spirit, or of the word-the one as the
efficient, the other as the instrumental cause of regeneration, But these
cannot be termed quite natural explanations; and neither here nor in Eph.
5:26 do they seem to have occurred to the ancient interpreters. They all
apply the expression to the baptismal ordinance.’
(ibid., p. 294) ibid 177
b. “It is not to say there is something magical in the water of baptism. But
we do Intend to say that it is here we are buried into the death of Christ.
(Cf. Romans 6:l-3)
When one comes to baptism in wholehearted faith and repentance, it:
becomejust what God intended--a ‘new birth’.” Don DeWelt on Titus, p.
117
2. Renewing of the Holy Spirit

i

a. This is a renewing accomplished by the Holy Spirit, not by our own will.

b. Compare Romans 12: 1-2
I

i’

c, Through this renewing God develops a completely new individual.

3. He has freely given to us the Holy Spirit. vs6
a. God does not hold back, lie gives liberally.

b, This Spirit is given to us a t baptism. Acts 2 3 8
c. This Holy Spirit comes through Jesus Christ our Savior

4. We are justified by God’s grace. vs7
a. We do not deserve to be freed from our sin but upon our obedience God
DFCl ARES us t o be free from all past sin.
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b, It is through His wonderful grace we are justified.
c, We are freed, we are joint-heirs and we possess the hope of eternal

life.
d.

”We were by nature children of‘ wrath-we have been made alive-we now look forward by faith to the ages to come when we shall
receive even greater glory, (Eph. 2: 1-1 0).
We were idol-worshippers--we now serve the true and living God+we await the coming of the Son of God from heaven (IThess. 1 :9-

IO), and our everlasting fellowship with him. (IThess, 4:1318).
We were ungodly and ruled by worldly passions--we have
renounced all this and are now living lives of self-mastery and
fairness and devotion-we are waiting for the realization of the
blessed hope (Titus 2:l 1-1 3).”
Hendriksen on Titus, p.392 & 393

C. The Christian follows truth and shuns evil. vs 8-1 1

1, “Faithful is the saying.” vs8
a. This is the last of the five ‘faithful is the sayings’.

b. I Timothy 1 :I5; 3:l; 4.:8-9; II Timothy 2: 1 1-1 3 and Titus 3:8,

c. These are principles that do not change.

2. Paul has very definite reasons for this admonition.
a. Those who believe God will be careful to maintain good works.

b. Repetition is the good method of remembering.
c.

His reasons are excellent!

1. These things are good.
2. And they are profitable unto men.
3. If there is a search for that which is lasting let all examine what Paul;,
through the Holy Spirit has to offer.

Titus-Chapter 3

D,

Keep yourself' from profitless procedures, vs9

1, Stay away from stories devised to deceive,

2, Do'not invest time in "looking up the family tree" that could be better spent in God's
service

I

3. Strifes--and fighting about the law. They are nothing more than word battles and
produce not the fruits of the spirit nor evangelism.

I
I

I.

4, As already stated--they bring no profit to God's Kingdom.
I
I

4P.

E. Dealing with intentional troublemakers. vsl0

1. The troublemaker defined,
a. Factious--causes trouble.

b. Heretic--one who holds any opinion different From the Scriptures.

I
~

I

j

c. One who causes division in God's family.

2. T

U

I

a. Talk to him, a t least twice.
I

I

b. Compare Matthew 18: 15-1 7.

c. This is to be done in a spirit of love, not hate.
d. Compare James 5: 1 9-20.
F. The condition of the factious man reveals the need for removal. Vsl 1

1. He is perverteda, All messed up in thought and action as compared to God's Word-

b. He stands in opposition to the will of God.
2. He sins and he knows it. When attempts of restoration are made he clearly indicates
he prefers Satan's way to God's way.
3. He condemns himself by his deeds and words.
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a.

He cannot blame the Christians

b. He cannot blame God.
c. On his shoulders rests the complete weight of his guilt.

111, Paul Makes Special Requests of Speclfic People, Vsl2-14
A. He is concerned about the work of God. vs12
1. He wants Titus to meet him in Nicopolis but he does not want him t o leave until
someone can take his place.
#*

2, He is going to send Artemas or Tychicus as a replacement.

3. When replaced Titus is to leave to meet with Paul.
4. Titus is to send Zenas, the lawyer, and Apollos on their journey.
a. They are not t o “want” or lack anything; therefore, Paul is requesting Titus to

raise the needed funds or material.

b. Titus is not to supply everything. The other Christians are t o aid in this
ministry. Vs14
c. That will help them to apply the scriptural teaching in a practical way,
I

d. They are t o take the Scripture from the study room and apply it in the living
room.
e. In so doing they will learn the proper uses to which to apply their labors.

f. Because they maintain good deeds for the correct purpose they shall be very
profitable individuals for God.
IV. Paul’s Benediction. vsl5

A. Everyone here sends their best wishes to you.
B. Let everyone that loves us in the faith know we greet them also.

C. My prayer is that God’s wonderful grace be with all of you who read this epistle.
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SUMMARY
WITH SHORT, BUT EFFECTIVE, EXHORTATIONS PAUL BRINGS THIS EPISTLE TO ITS
CONCLUSION. HE IS WANTING THE CHRISTIANS TO REAUZE THEY HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO
THE LOCAL COMMUNITY TO LIVE THE RIGHTEOUS LIFE.
THEY ARE TO REMEMBER THE GREAT DELIVERANCE FROM SINS GOD PROVIDED FOR
THEM. THEY ARE ALSO TO REMEMBER THE METHOD OF REMOVAL OF SIN PROVIDED.
AS THEY THUS REMEMBER, THEY ARE TO APPLY TO THEIR LIVES THE TEACHING
RECEIVED FROM MEN OF GOD.
THEY ARE WARNED OF DANGERS AND HOW TO HANDLE THEM, AS WITH THE FACTIOUS
INDIVIDUAL
.I,.’

THEY ARE ENCOURAGED TO BE A REAL PART OF GOD’S MINISTRY BY WORKING WITH
PAUL.
AS PAUL ADDRESSED THE LETTER TO TRUS HE ADDRESSED IT TO US. WE WILL DO
WELL TO GROW IN THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS.

TEST OVER TITUS - CHAPTER 3
NAME
t

DATE

GRADE,

Use extra pages if needed.

1. Name seven(7) areas of obedience that will bring glory t o the Lord.
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2. What causes the Christian t o appreciate his position with God?

3. What is God‘smethod to Cree men from sin?
,’*

4. Explain the phrase “Faithful is the saying”, and state its locations in I & II Timothy and
Titus.

,

5. tiow is a trouble maker defined?

2.
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I
I

I

j
!

I

i

6, Name three conditions of a factious man that call for his removal.

I
1.
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