CHAPTER NINETELN 19:1-11

3. "And this is life that they should
—_ thee, the only God,and
whom thou didst even Jesus
Christ.”
4, “And for their sakes I . myself, that they them-
selves also may be in "
5. I have spoken to the world; I ever taught in
: and in the temple, where all the Jews come
“‘together; and in _ spake I nothing.”
6. "If I have spoken evil,
of the evil: but if well, why thou me?”
7. “Thou sayest that T am a __ . To this end have I
been and to this end am I
into the world, that I should bear ‘ unto the

. Every one that is of the

heareth my voice.”
Questions for Thonght

1. Why did Jesus tell the disciples of such dark and foreboding future
persecutions ? (chapter 16)

2. Why did Jesus emphasize the “word” and “truth” so much in His
prayer? (chapter 17)

3. Why did Peter and John make a point to follow Jesus into the
courtyard of the home of the High Priest?

CHAPTER NINETEEN

This is John's account of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Here again
the Fourth Gospel shows its supplementary natute. John omits even
some of the incidents of the crucifixion which are recorded by the
Synoptics (especially the words of the two thieves and the taunts of
the hecklers around the cross). But John supplies some of the more
tender and personal scenes and words which occurred at the foot of
the cross that day.

The account of John is very evidently the account of an eyewitness,
for it records even the words Jesus spoke to His mother. John alone
recotds that it was Pilate who wrote the inscription “King of the Jews”
and placed it upon His cross. Only John records that His legs were
not broken but that the soldiers pierced His side with a spear and watet
and blood came gushing forth,

The nineteenth chapter really begins with the final examination by
Pilate and tells of Pilate’s final attempt to release Him. But the Jewish
rulers are determined to put this enemy to their popularity to death and
they bring great political pressure to bear on Pilate.
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19:1-11 GOSPEL OF JOHN

John’s account of the crucifixion also supplies us with a list of proph-
ecies which were fulfilled there on Golgotha's brow.
We now continue our presentation of the Spectacle of His Passion.
III. The Word Manifested to the Disciples and Their Acceptance of
Him, 13:1—20:31
B. Public Spectacle of His Passion, 18:1—20:31
2. The Crucifixion and Burial, 19:1-42
Pronounced Innocent, 19:1-11
. Condemned and Crucified, 19:12-22
Those Around the Cross, 19:23-27
. It is Finished, 19:28-37
The Entombment, 19:38-42

PRONOUNCED INNOCENT
Text: 19:1-11

1 Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him.
2 And the soldiers plaited a crown of thorns, and put it on his
head, and arrayed him in a purple garment;
3 and they came unto him, and said, Hail, King of the Jews! and
they struck him with their hands.
4 And Pilate went out again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring
him out to you, that ye may koow that I find no crime in him.
5 Jesus therefore came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the
purple garment. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold, the man!
6 When therefore the chief priests and the officers saw him, they
cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him! Pilate saith unto them,
Take him yourselves, and crucify him: for I find no crime in him.
7 The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by that law he
ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.
8 When Pilate therefore heard this saying he was the more afraid;
9 and he entered into the Praetorium again, and saith unto Jesus,
Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer.
10.Pilate therefore saith unto him, Speakest thou not unto me?
knowest thou not that I have power to release thee, and have
power to crucify thee?
11 Jesus answered him, Thou wouldest have no power against me,
except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered
me unto thee hath greater sin.

Queries
a. Why did Pilate not telease Jesus immediately after “finding no
crime in him?”
b. Why did the Jews not take Jesus themselves and crucify Him as
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CHAPTER NINETEEN 19:1-11

Pilate had invited them to do?
‘¢, Why did Jesus not answer Pilate’s question? (v, 9)
Paraphrase (Harmony)

And Pilate again answered and said unto them, What then shall I
do unto him whom ye call the King of the Jews? And they cried out
again, Crucify him, And Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil hath
he done? But they cried out exceedingly, Crucify him. And he said
unto them a third time, Why, what evil hath this man done? I have
found no cause of death in him: I will therefore chastise him and re-
lease him. But they were urgent with loud voices, asking that he might
be crucified. And their voices prevailed,

And Pilate, wishing to content the multitude, gave sentence that
what they asked for should be done. And he released Barabbas, him
that for insurrection and murder had been cast into prison, whom they
asked for; but Jesus he scourged and delivered up to their will to be
crucified. And the soldiers of the governor took Jesus, led him away
within the court, which is the Praetorium; and they call together the
whole band. And they stripped him, and clothed him with purple and
put on him a scarlet robe. And they plaited a crown of thorns and put
it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand; and they kneeled down
before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews! And they
spat upon him, and took the reed and smote him on the head, and bow-
ing their knees, worshipped him,

And Pilate went out again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring
him out to you, that ye may know that I find no crime in him. Jesus
therefore came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple gar-
ment, And Pilate saith unto them, Behold, the man! When therefore
the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Cruci-
fy him, crucify him! Pilate saith unto them, Take him yourselves, and
crucify him; for I find no crime in him. The Jews answered him, We
have a law, and by that law he ought to die, because he made himself
the Son of God. When Pilate therefore heard this saying, he was the
more afraid; and he entered into the Praetorium again, and saith unto
Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate there-
fore saith unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? Knowest thou not
that I have power to release thee, and have power to crucify thee?
Jesus answered him, Thou wouldest have no power against me, except
it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto
thee hath greater sin.

Summary

The theme of this section is the repeated pronouncements of Pilate

that Jesus is innocent and his repeated efforts to telease Jesus. Pilate,
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19:1-11 GOSPEL OF JOHN

due to his political cautiousness and religious superstitions, is afraid te
exonerate Jesus and free Him completely.
Comment

When Herod sent Jesus back-to Pilate attired in the royal tobes of
mockery. it was a sign to Pilate-that “Herod, who fromhis position
must have known Jesus' history, had no knowledge of any seditious
practices in Galilee, and regarded Him ds a harmless man, whose Mes-
sianic pretensions were rather to be ridiculed than severely punished.”

Pilate was convinced that, politically speaking, the Nazarene himself
was harmless to Caesar’s throne. In fact, as one reads the account of
Pilate’s efforts in this section one is aware that Pilate’s conscience is
telling him. to release Jesus. Pilate pronounces.Jesus innocent of the
charges. To Pilate the Galilean is a philosopher concerned with the
“kingdom of truth’ and not with Caesar’s kingdom.

But the Jews are not to be satisfied until the Nazarene is put to
death! Pilate takes Jesus and orders Him to be scourged. Scourging
was a Roman method of extracting from condemned criminals confes-
sion of guilt or secrets. The scoutge, or whip, consisted of a short
wooden handle to which several leather thongs were attached. Fastened
on the ends of these leather thongs were pieces of lead or brass or
sharp pointed pieces of bone. The victim was usually tied to a post
(Acts 22:25) and the blows were applied to the back and loins, some-
times even to the face and the bowels. The body was at times torn and
lacerated to such an extent that the inner flesh was exposed and made
to look like the raw meat of a butchered animal. At times even the
entrails and inner organs of the victim were exposed. So hideous was
the pumshment that the victim usually fainted and sometimes died
from it. It is no wonder that after such torture, lack of rest and agony
of the soul this night that another (Simon of Cyrene) was forced to
carry the Nazarene’s cross (Lk. 23:26) when He stumbled under its
weight. The soldiers added insult to injury. They made a crown. of
thorns and jammed it down upon His head and began to mock Him
and strike Him. The soldiers are petmitted to array Him in mock robes
of a king.

Pilate’s purpose was basically one of political expediency. His con-
science told him this was an innocent man, Especially would the couta-
geous, unreviling manner: in which Jesus bore this punishment increase
his conviction that He was innocent. Yet his precarious position as
governor must be gunarded. He had already fallen into ill-repute with
the “powers that be” in Rome over mismanagement of a previous
position. He must satisfy the blood-thirst of these influential Jews.
After having scourged Jesus, Pilate brings Him out for the bloodthirsty
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CHAPTER NINETEEN 19:1-11

mob to behold, Pilate hoped they would see that he “cross-examined”
the Nazarene by the “scourge” and that under the whip He did not
confess guilt, Pethaps Pilate also felt sure that the sight of this One so
severely tortured would satisfy the mob and would be the expedient to
solve the whole problem. Pilate would not have to kill an innocent
man and he would appease the Jews all with one stroke. Thus Pilate
displayed Jesus, “Ecce homo!”

It seems as if the mere sight of the tortured Jesus enraged the mob
all the more, His patience and composure was unexpected. The malig-
nant eavy and jealousy that had engulfed their reason and their feeling
led them to cty even more hatefully, “*Crucify him, crucify him!” Death
was the only expedient the Jewish rulers would tolerate. Death was the
only alternative—it was either His death or their positions and purses.

Pilate repeats, time after time, that the “man” is innocent (cf.
18:38; 19:4; 19:6 and parallels, Matt. 27:23; 27:24; Mk. 15:14;
Lk. 23:4; 23:13-15; 23:22). But Pilate will not follow the light of
his conscience. He allows his conscience to be seared with the hot iron
of expediency. Some are wont to say, “‘Let us not condemn Pilate—he
did the best he could. How was Pilate to know who this Jesus was.
Hind-sight is better than foresight., We who have the advantage of
looking back on history should not sit in judgment upon Pilate.” Some
of this attitude is true but most of it is not. Pilate did not do the best
he could! He knew enough about Jesus to know He was not guilty and
that He should not be put to death, Pilate will be judged by the “law
of conscience” (cf. Romdns, chapters 1 and 2, and I Jn. 3:19-21). This
was the critical moment. The Jews had accused Jesus of sedition and
solicited Pilate for authority to have Him executed (the Jews could not
execute anyone according to Roman law), But Pilate had investigated,
questioned and “cross-examined” (scourged) Jesus and pronounced
Him, “Not guilty!” Pilate was about to release Him, Pilate was not
really sentencing Jesus here but was taunting the Jewish rulers. The
Jews had troubled him, they had pressured him and were trying to get
him to execute an innocent man. This would get him into more diffi-
culty with Rome, Pilate, assured of the Nazarene’s innocence, taunts
them back. Pilate kriows full well that the rulets know they have no
authority to put anyone to death. So Pilate sarcastically says, “'Behold,
the man. I find no crime in him. If you are so bent on spilling innocent
blood do not trick me into doing your ‘dirty-work’ for you. Here he is,
I will release him—take him yourselves, and crucify him.”

The teason, therefore, that the Jews do not take Jesus immediately
and crucify Him is that they could not. They must force Pilate, the
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19:1-11 GOSPEL OF JOHN

Roman governor, the only one with sufficient authority, to pronounce
the death sentence and execute Jesus,

The first ruse did not work! Jesus was acquitted of the first charge
of treason. It was not the teal charge which the Jewish rulers had
charged Jesus with anyway. They had charged Him in their tribunals
with blasphemy. They probably did not mention blasphemy to Pilate
first for fear that Pilate would simply dismiss the whole affair as a
religious squabble. But now it is the only recourse left to them.

Perhaps the Jews felt that Pilate was obligated to administer the full
extent of the Jewish law since the Roman government had taken away
the right of the Jews themselves to enforce their own laws. If this is
ttue then the rulers of the Jews were asking Pilate to execute Jesus on
the basis of the sentence of the Jewish law upon blasphemy.

When the Jews mentioned Jesus’ claims to be the Son of God it
struck a note of superstitious fear in the heart of Pilate. His wife had
already come to him speaking of .dreams and omens concerning this
man. The pagan Romans had adopted practically all the heathen te-
ligions under the sun. Many of these heathen religions taught that the
gods often manifested themselves to men in the form of man. Perhaps
Pilate began to be fearful that this Galilean might indeed be one of
the gods and that the vengeance of the gods might come upon him if
he allowed this god to be put to death. If Jesus had, at that moment,
performed a miracle in the presence of Pilate, Pilate would have re-
leased Him immediately. But Pilate’s response would have been moti-
vated by a belief that Jesus was a pagan god and not from his sense
of justice and Jesus' innocence. Jesus did not so much as answer Pilate’s
question, “Whence art thou?” (v. 9). Barnes gives four reasons why
Jesus deemed it expedient not to answer: (1) Jesus had already told
Pilate the nature of His kingdom (18:36-37); (2) Jesus had already
said enough to satisfy Pilate of His innocence and Pilate was con-
vinced; (3) It is not probable that Pilate would have understood Him
if He had declared to him the truth about His origin and about His
being the Son of God; (4) After what Pilate had already done—show-
ing his susceptibility to political pressure by scourging Jesus—Jesus
had no reason to expect justice at his hands, and therefore properly de-
clined to make any further defense.

One of the most common reactions against fear is boasting and
bullying. This was exactly the tack taken by Pilate. Pilate’s question to
Jesus in verse 10 would be literally translated, “To me you do not
speak?” As Hendriksen puts it, “Hence, in order to conceal his fear he
begins to boast!” Pilate means to say, “You cannot scare me with your
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CHAPTER NINETEEN 19:12-22

claim to be one of the gods for you are my prisoner and I have the
power of life and death over you.”

The arrogance and presumptuousness of this mortal must be corrected
and so Jesus speaks. Pilate is infotmed that even the small amount of
power he exercises over men in this world did not originate with him
or with his empetor. All mortal power is ordained from above. And
all men in position of authority and power on this earth are Lespon51ble
to the One God who grants such authority, Would that all men in
authority in all the governments of the world might recognize and sur-
render to this revealed truth (cf. Rom, 13:1ff).

The “therefore” of verse 11 refers to the guilt of Pilate’s sin. Pilate
had been granted authotity to rule and make decisions by God and was
therefore responsible to God. Pilate is making his decision about God'’s
Son and will be held accountable for his decision. But Pilate’s position,
and as a consequence his ability to know about Jesus, is not as privi-
leged as the position of the Jewish rulers. The Jewish rulers have been
entrusted with the oracles of God and have been given the privileged
position to really know the Messiah—therefore they have the greater
sin. Unto whom much is given, from him much will be required! (cf.
Remans 2).

uiz .
. What did Pilate learn from the way Herod had treated Jesus?
. Describe the Roman method of “scourging.”
What was Pilate’s purpose in ordering Jesus to be scourged?
Why does Pilate say, “Take him yourselves, and crucify him:”?
Why did Jesus not answer Pilate’s question, ‘“Whence art thou?”
. Why did Jesus inform Pilate of the origin of his authority?
. How does Pilate’s God-given position have a bearing upon his sin
in connection with Jesus?
CONDEMNED AND CRUCIFIED
Text: 19:12-22
12 Upon this Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out,
saying, If thou release this man, thou art not Caesar’s friend; every
one that maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar.
13 When Pilate therefore heard these words, he brought Jesus out,
and sat down on the judgment-seat at a place called The Pavement,
but in Hebrew, Gabbatha.
14 Now it was the Preparation of the passover: it was about the
sixth hout. And he saith unto the Jews, Behold, your King!
15 They therefore cried out, Away with him, away with him, cru-
cify him! Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The
chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.
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19:12-22 GOSPEL OF JOHN

16 Then therefore he deliveted him unto them to be crucified.
17 They took Jesus therefore: and he went out, bearing the cross
for himself, unto the place called The place of a skull, which is
called in Hebrew Golgotha:

18 where they crucified him, and with him two others, on elther
side one, and Jesus in the midst,

19 And Pilate wrote a title also, and put it on the cross. And there
was written, JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE
JEWS.,

20 This title therefore read many of the Jews, for the place where
Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city; and it was written in
Hebrew, and in Latin, and in Greek.

21 The chief priests of the Jews therefore said to Pilate, write not,
The King of the Jews; but, that he said, I am King of the Jews.
22 Pilate answered, What I have written I have written.

Queries
a. What is the “Preparation” of the passover?
b. Why did the Jews claim no king but Caesar?
c. Why did Pilate insist (v. 21-22) that his title for Jesus not be
changed?

Paraphrase (Harmony)

Upon this Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, say-
ing, If thou release this man, thou art not Caesar’s friend: evety one
that maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar. When Pilate there-
fote heard these words, he brought Jesus out, and sat down on the
judgment-seat at a place called the Pavement, but in Hebtrew, Gab-
batha. Now it was the Preparation of. the passover: it was about the
sixth hout. And he saith unto the Jews, Behold, your King! They
therefore cried out, Away with him, away with him crucify him! Pilate
saith unto them, Shall I crucify the King? The chief priests answered,
We have no king but Caesar. So when Pilate saw that he prevailed
nothing, but rather that a tumult was arising, he took water, and
washed his hands -before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the
blood of this righteous man; see ye to it. And all the people answered
and said, His blood be on us, and on our children. Then therefore he
delivered him unto them to be crucified. And when they had mocked
him, they took off from him the purple and the robe, and put on him
his garments, and led him away to crucify him.,

They took Jesus therefore: and he went out, bearing the cross. for
himself, And when they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, pass-
ing by, Simon by name: coming from the country, the father of Alex-
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CHAPTER NINETEEN 19:12-22

ander and Rufus, him they compelled to go with them, and laid on him
the ctoss, to bear it after Jesus.

And there followed him a great multitude of the people, and of
women who bewailed and lamented him. But Jesus turning unto them
said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for your-
selves, and for your children. For behold, the days are coming in which
they shall say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare,
and the breasts that never gave suck. Then shall they begin to say to the
mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us, For if they do these
things in the green tree, what shall be done in the dry? And thete were
also two others, malefactors led with him to be put to death,

And when they came unto the place called the place of a skull, which
is called in Hebrew Golgotha: they offered him wine to drink mingled
with gall: and Myzsrh: but when he had tasted it, he would not drink.
And it was the third hour, and there they crucified him, and with him
the malefactors, two robbers; one on his right hand, and the other on
the left. And Jesus said, Father, forgive them; for they know not what
they do. And Pilate wrote a title also, the superscription of his accusa-
tion and put it up over his head on the cross. And there was written,
This is Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews., This title therefore
read many of the Jews, for the place where Jesus was crucified was
nigh to the city; and it was written in Hebrew, and in Latin, and in
Greek. The chief priests of the Jews therefore said to Pilate, Write not,
the King of the Jews; but, that he said, I am King of the Jews. Pilate
answered, What I have written I have written,

Summary

The Jewish rulers, seeing their "pigeon” about to escape, intimidate
Pilate with subtle inferences concerning the procurator’s patriotism
and loyalty to Caesar. This is enough to sway the vacillating Pilate. He
sentences Jesus to be crucified against the urgings of his own con-
science.

' Comment

The subtleness of the accusation brought by the Jews (v. 12) did
not cause Pilate to miss its import! They are not merely accusing Pilate
here in Jerusalem, but infer that they will accuse him before Caesar in
Rome. The charge will be that Pilate is incompetent to punish those
convicted of treason. The Jews were sure that even such a rumor reach-
ing the ears of Caesatr would do Pilate no good. Pilate had found the
Nazarene innocent of any attempt to cause sedition. But a good part
of political maneuvering was then, as now, based upon rumor and pub-
lic opinion. Pilate could not afford even the rumor to drift back to
Rome that he let a possible rebel go.
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19:12-22 GOSPEL OF JOHN

This ended the matter with Pilate. A decision had to be made. He
must listen to his conscience and release 2 man not guilty of anything
more than what he deemed proclaiming a religious philosophy, or, he
must, for expediency’s sake, sentence this Nazarene, accused of sedi-
tious talk lest these influential Jews spread rumors about his incom-
petency which would reach the ears of Caesar causing him to forfeit
his position, perhaps even his life. He quickly chose the latter. He
brought Jesus out of his quarters inside the Tower of Antonia unto the
public place of judgment called “The Pavement.” The Tower of An-
tonia was a sort of a tower-castle connected with the Jewish temple on
the northwest corner probably built by Herod the Great and named by
him in honor of Mark Anthony. A Roman legion was stationed in the
castle to guard against sedition and tevolt which would be more apt to
originate in the temple courts and at the great festivals of the Jews.
The Roman procurator of Palestine came there often (especially at
passover time) to supervise military operations at critical times. For the
location of ““The Pavement” see our comments on 18:28. Most prob-
ably the judgment-seat was an elevated dias like those uncovered by
archaeologists in the Grecian cities of the apostle Paul's time, If so, it
was open to the public. The crowd could gather around and witness
the sentencing.

In verse 14 we have another of John's notations of time. The “Prep-
aration” of the passover was Friday. It is plain that Preparation is the
word then used to mean the sixth day of the week, Friday, when one
compares Matthew 27:62; Mark 15:42; Luke 23:54 with John 19:14.
It is also very evident that Jesus was crucified on Friday, not on
Wednesday or Thursday. Preparation was the day designated for prep-
aration for the Sabbath. The entire week of passover celebration was
designated simply, “passover.” Thus this “Preparation of the pass-
over” was the Friday which fell within that particular passover week
(cf. Special Study No. Three at the end of this chapter entitled, *"Was
Jesus Crucified on Friday?”).

Arndt and Gingrich’s Greek lexicon of the New Testament and
Other Eatly Christian Literature has this to say on the word paraskene
(Preparation): . . . acc. to Jewish usage (Josephus, Antiquities, 16,
163; Synesius, Ep. 4 p. 161D) it was Friday, on which day everything
had to be prepared for the Sabbath, when no work was permitted . . .
for the Christians as well paraskene served to designate the sixth day
of the week, Friday . .

The next note of time in this fourteenth verse has caused some critics
of the Bible to claim a contradition. If the reader will check Mark
15:25 he will find Mark stating that Jesus was crucified at the “third
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hour.” Yet John says here in verse 14 that Pilate did not sentence Jesus
until the “sixth hour,” We have said before that John undoubtedly uses
the Roman method of computing time (cf. our comments on 1:39;
4.6; 4:52, etc.). If this be so then John's “sixth hout” would be about
six o’clock a.m. whereas Mark’s “third hour” would be nine o'clock
a.m. There would be no contradiction here. There is only a supposed
problem of about three houts (which could actually be about two and
one-half hours) between Pilate’s sentencing and the actual crucifixion.
Considering the fact that Jesus had to carry His cross part of the way
and considering the narrow streets and the crowds thronging the way
from the Praetorium to Golgotha and considering the stops that were
no doubt made along the way it could easily have taken two and one-
half hours. Pilate, wishing to torment his opponents, brought the hu-
miliated, mutilated Nazarene out to the mob and cried, “Behold, your
King!” with the emphasis on “King!”’

The answer of the Jews, “We have no king but Caesar,” is pregnant
with inference and ambiguity! They are inferring that Pilate has not
been altogether loyal to Caesar by seeking to release this Nazarene
whom they have pronounced seditious. They are saying, **“We have no
king but Caesar—what about you Pilate?” With their lips they pledge
allegiance to Rome but their hearts are far from it. In the past they
have followed false deliverers and saviours. Even now if one would
come and raise up an earthly army and claim a temporal throne they
would recant their allegiance to Rome and side with the revolt. They
are shrewd politicians (as well as being crafty priests) and are wise
enough to pledge allegiance to Caesar as long as Caesar is the most
powerful.

Pilate, though he conscientiously believed Jesus innocent and though
he would like nothing better than to do injury te his tormentors, by re-
leasing Jesus, sutrenders to expediency and delivers Jesus to his subor-
dinates to be crucified.

Golgotha means, in Hebrew, séull. Calvary comes from the Latin
language and also means sk#ll. The exact location of Golgotha is a
moot question. Some locate it about 250 yards northeast of the Damas-
cus gate on a hill shaped like a skull—this is “Gordon’s Calvary.” Most
locate it where the Church of the Holy Sepulcher stands today in Jeru-
salem (which is inside the walls of modern Jerusalem). There is strong
inference that Jesus was crucified outside the walls of Jerusalem in
Hebtews 13:12 . . . “Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify
the people through his own blood, suffered without the gate.”” This,
however, may be a figure of speech indicating that He suffered “‘out-
side the camp” of Judaism having been excommunicated for blasphemy.
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None of the four gospels indicate specifically that the place of ctuci-
fixion was outside the city walls. John says, 19:41, that near Golgotha
~was a garden in which was the tomb where they buried Jesus. Some
~ have supposed this had to be outside the city walls. We like what
Andrews, “Life of Our Lord . . .” says; "Fortunately, here, as often,
it is of little importance whether the traditionaty sité be or be not the
true -one. The fact of the Lotd’s resurrection is a vital one, but not
whether He arose from a tomb in the valley of Jehosaphat, or on the
side of Acra . . . The little value attached by the apostles to the holy
places appears from the brevity with which they speak of them when
they ‘allude to them at all. Not to the places of His birth and of His
burial would they turn’ the eyes of the early Christians, but to Him-
self—the ever-living One, and now the great High Priest at the right
hand of God.”

We do not know which place is correct. Golgotha was outside the
city walls .(cf. v. 20—"for the place where Jesus was ctucified was
nigh to the city;”), Where the walls were in the days of Jesus is.not
absolutely certain.

Death by -crucifixion was the most dreaded death in alI the ancient
world. It-was the type of death reserved for slaves and criminals, Death
by this method usually followed the same routine. We quote hete from
Wm. Barelay: “When the case had been heatd, and the criminal had
been condemned, the judge uttered the fateful sentence: 'Ibis ad cru-
cem,” ‘You will go to the cross.” The verdict was carried out there and
then. The criminal was placed in the center of a quaternion, a company
of four Roman soldiers. His own cross was placed upon his shoulders.
It is to be remembered that scourging always preceded crucifixion, and
it is to be remembered how terrible scourging was. Often the criminal
had to be lashed and goaded along the road, to keep him on his feet;
as he staggered to the place of crucifixion. Before him there walked an
officer with a placard on which was written the crime for which he was
to die. He was led through as many streets as possible on the way to
the place of execution. There was a double reason for that. Theré wds
the grim reason that as many as possible should see it, and-should re-
alize that crime does not pay, and should take warning from such a
fate. But there was a merciful reason. The placard was carried before
the condemned man, and the long route was chosen, so- that if anyone
could still bear witness in his favor, he might come forward and do so

. By Roman law a criminal must hang upon his cross until he died
from hunger and thirst and exposure, a torture which sometimes lasted
for days. But by Jewish law the bodies must be taken down and buried
by nightfall. In Roman law the criminal’s body was not buried, but
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was simply thrown away for the vultures and the crows and the pariah
dogs to dispose of ;"

Such was the tortuous death to which the Son of God was subjected.
In “hanging on a tree” at Calvary He bore the curse of the law for all
men (cf. Deut, 21:23; Gal, 3:13), In being crucified as a criminal,
between two criminals, He fulfilled the prophecy of Isa. 53:12, “He
was numbered with the transgressots.” He was made to be sin on our
behalf (cf. IT Cor. 5:14-19).

The “superscription, accusation, title” placed on the cross above the

head of Jesus read, “THIS IS JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING
OF THE JEWS.” This was the full title and was written in Hebrew,
the language of the Jews; in Roman, the official language of the occu-
pation government; in Greek, the international language of the day.
Some have found a contradiction in the gospel tecords because of this
inscription. Matthew (27:37) records, “This is Jesus, the King of the
Jews.” Mark records, “The King of the Jews,” (Mark 15:26). Luke
(23:38) records, “This is the King of the Jews.” John recotds, ‘‘Jesus
of Nazareth the King of the Jews,” (Jn. 19:19). Hendriksen has an ex-
cellent answer to this: “Where, just where, is the discrepancy? Is a
person who has witnessed an accident a liar because he does not repott
everything that occutred? . . . It certainly was not necessary for each
Gospel writer to write down all of the words . . . Each gives the gist,
as he sees it.”
' Now when the chief priests saw this superscription they were en-
raged. They certainly did not want the wotld to see such an inscription
over one being crucified as a common criminal. Especially this meek
and humble Nazarene. The cross has always been a stumbling block
to the Jews (cf. I Cor. 1:22-25). They do not to this day accept the
idea of a Suffering Servant Messiah (cf. Isa. 53). He was not their
king!

Pilate’ has conceded all he is going to! He will not give in to his
agitators. In fact he is determined to have the last word. He will make
the last rapier thrust—throw the last dart. All the populace in and
around Jerusalem during this great passover time will see what the
powerful Roman empire thinks of the Jews and their “king!” He will
have his way and so what he has written will stand. Perhaps, as Hen-
driksen suggests, God’s providence directed the hand of Pilate as he
wrote the title. Surely Jesus was the King of the Jews. He was the One
of whom all the O.T. prophets wrote (cf. Isa. 2; 9; 11; etc.). The
title, as such, was indeed true.

uiz
1. What did the Jews mean to accomplish by ctying out to Pilate, “If
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thou release this man, thou art not Caesar’s friend . ..”?

2. What is the “Preparation” of the passover? Was Jesus crucified on
Friday?

3. How do we reconcile the alleged disctepancy between Mark and
John as they report the time of Jesus’ crucifixion?

4. Why did the Jews insist, ““We have no king but Caesar”? Was their
statement true?.

5. Where is Golgotha located relatlve to the city of ]erusalem?

6. What significance is there in the fact that Jesus was crucified be-
tween two ctiminals?

7.-Why did the Jews plead with Pilate to change the title upon the

: cross of Jesus? A

THOSE AROUND THE CROSS
Text: 19:23-27
23. The soldlers therefore, when they had crucified Jesus, took his
garments and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also the.
coat: now the coat was made without seam, woven from the top.
throughout. . i
24 They said therefore one to another, Let us not rend it, but cast
lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled,
which saith, They patted my garments among.them, and upon my.
vesture did -they cast lots.
25 These things. therefore the soldiers did. But there were standmg
by the .cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the-
wife of Clopas, and. Maty Magdalene. -
26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the dlsClPle standmg
by whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy
son!
27 Then saith .he to the dlscxple, Behold thy mother' And from
that hour the disciple took her unto his own home.. :
Queries | .. .- ..

4. What is the significance of the seamless coat?

-b.. Why, were the women there at the cross?

c. What is the meaning of ]esus words to his mothe: and to, ]ohn

(v 2627)? .
Pampbmse ( Harmony) .

The soldiers therefore, when they had crucified Jesus, took h1s gar
ments and made four patts, to every soldier a part; and also the coat:
now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout. They
said therefore one to another; let us not rend it, but cast lots for it,
whose it shall be:.that the sctipture might be fulfilled, which saith,
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They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they
cast lots.

These things therefore the soldiers did. And they sat and watched
him there. And the people stood beholding. And they that passed by
railed on him, wagging their heads, and the rulers also scoffed at him,
saying, Ha, thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three
days, save thyself: if thou art the Son of God, come down from the
cross. In like manner also the chief priests mocking him among them-
selves with the scribes and the elders, said, He saved others; himself
he cannot save. Let him save himself, if this is the Christ of God, his
chosen. He is the King of Israel; let him now come down from the
cross, that we may see and believe on him. He trusteth on God; let him
deliver him now, if he desireth him: for he said, I am the Son of God.

And the soldiets also mocked him, coming to him, offering him vine-
gar, and saying, If thou art the King of the Jews, save thyself. And
one of the malefactors that was crucified with him railed on him, say-
ing, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us. But the other an-
swered, and rebuking him said, Dost thou not even fear God, seeing
thou att in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we re-
ceive the due rewatd of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing
amiss. And he said, Jesus, remember me when thou comest in thy king-
dom. And he said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou
be with me in Paradise. But there wete standing by the cross of Jesus
his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple
standing by whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold
thy son, Then saith he to the disciple, Behold, thy mother, And from
that hour the disciple took her unto his own home. ‘

Summary

" There were many different attitudes” expressed by those gathered
around the cross of Christ. Indifference of the soldiers; the hate of the
]ews the love of the women and John.

Comment

It was evidently a common ptactice then for the Roman soldiers to
take the immediate belongings of executed persons for themselves.
These the soldiers either kept or sold, Just what the four garments
(besides the seamless coat) were we are not sure, Some have suggested
headgear; sandals, belt and cloak (outer garment), as the four items.
We quote here from “Daily Life In The Time of Jesus,” by Henri
Daniel-Rops, pub. Mentor-Omega Books, pp. 211-212, “The coat or
tunic or chalonk must have been very like the chiton of the Greeks,
but longer; it came down well below the knees, and the rabbi's coat
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had necessarily: to appear for a good hand's-breadth below the cloak.
The ritual tassels, which were usually a very deep blue, hung from the
bottom.. For ceremonies, the coat was made of embroidered silk or
decorated with colored stripes: Most coats were cut out and then sewn
together, but there were some made of woven wool that were all in
one piece, and these were very much esteemed—it was:such a coat the
soldiers took from Christ, the coat for which they drew lots, so that it
should not be torn. The coat was kept on for work, but at night, in
going to bed, it was taken off.

“The cloak, the talith, took the place both of our suit and of our
overcoat. It was so necessaty a garment that the Law required a creditor
who had seized his debtor’s cloak as a pledge to give it up at night-
fall. It was also a dignifying garment, without which it would have
been improper to appear at the Temple or before a superior. Neverthe-
less, it was used for all kinds of purposes—a blanket, even a bed if
one had to sleep in the open, a saddle-cloth and even as a carpet to
welcome. great men, as we see in the account of Christ's entry. into-
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. It is by no means sure how: these cloaks
were made. Perhaps some. were: a simple piece of cloth with a'hole for
the head ‘and others two blankets sewr together; but there must also
have been some of a better cut, with separate sleeves, probably not
unlike our bartisters’ and graduates robes.” .

Archzologists haye found dice which.date' from the Roman perlod
and they are exactly the same as are used today: One was: found to be
so irregular that it might even be called “'loaded.” Plutatch says:that
when soldiers. wete not on: duty. they often played at-dice. Those who
drew lots for the coat of Jesus must have carried their dice with them.

The prophecy referred, to by John here is Psalms.22:18, Psalm 22 is
a Messianic psalm. Many of the very words which the crucified Messiah
would utter from the cross are there prophecied. See. our comments on
John 13:18 for notes on the fulfillment of prophecy. :

There were a number of differently motivated groups of people who
“stood beholding” this particular crucifixion. See the Paraphrase (Har-
mony) for-this section and the Sermon at the end of ‘chapter nineteen.

Lenski thinks only three women were present. Both Hendriksen and
R. C. Foster have. harmonized the three gospel accounts of the women
present (Matt. 27:56; Mark 15:40; John 19:25) and believe four

women were present. Mary, the mother of Jesus; Mary, the mother of
James the Less and of Joses and wife of Clopas; Salome, the sister
of . Jesus’ mother; and Mary Magdalene, These were some of the
women who had followed: with Jesus from Galilee (cf. Luke 23:49;,
Matt. 27:56). It is very doubtful that Mary, wife of Clopas, was the
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sister of Mary, mother of Jesus, since that would make two women in
the same family with the name, Mary, Mary Magdalene was definitely
not the sister of Mary, Jesus’ mother, therefore it would seem that Salo-
me, mother of James and John, was the “sister” referred to in John
19:25,

Verses 26 and 27 constitute, together, one of the seven sayings from
the cross. These seven sayings are here given in their chronological
order:

(1) “'Father, forgive them for they know not what they do" (Lk.
23:34)

(2) "Verily I say unto thee, Today thou shalt be with me in Paradise”
(Lk. 23:43)

(3) "“Woman, behold thy son.” “Behold, thy mother.” (Jn. 19:26-27)

(4) "My God, My God, Why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matt, 27:46;
Mk, 15:34)

(5) “I Thirst” (Jn. 19:28)

(6) "It is finished” (Jn. 19:30)

(7) “'Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit” (Lk. 25:46)

But why did Jesus, in His extreme agony and with the weight of all
the problems of eternity upon His soul, take time to speak to His moth-
er and the beloved disciple? Why does Jesus say, ‘"Woman” instead of
“mother” ? The answer to the first question is obvious. Jesus is provid-
ing someone to care for His bereaved mother. She is probably a widow
now—we do not hear anything of Joseph, her husband, since Jesus
was twelve years of age. The other children were unsympathetic with
Jesus' way of life and would give her little consolation. John, probably
Jesus’, cousin, a disciple whom He loved and trusted, is chosen to cate
for her, "And from that hour the disciple took her unto his own
home.” There may be a number of reasons Jesus used the term “wom-
an” when He spoke to her. Pethaps He did not use “mother” in order
to spare her an increased awareness of her maternal relationship to the
One in extreme agony. But ever since He reminded her in the Temple,
when He was twelve, of His unique relationship with God, He has
taught her that He is much more than her son. He taught her that He
was her Lord and Saviour (cf. Jn. 2:4; Matt. 12:46-50). The use of
“woman’ hetre from the ctoss follows His other teaching on the sub-
ject. And what of the reaction of this mother to whom He spoke?
The gospel writers did not deem it of importance to record for us
these details, We know she wept, as any mother would, We can only
imagine the agony of her soul as she beheld the spectacle. As Lenski
says, it is probably that “she who had all along understood undet-
stands now.”
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The Roman Catholic Church has wrested these words from Jesus
to His mother and John and by decree of Pius IX has made Mary
“the patroness of all Christians who are here represented by the dis-
ciple John.” Another of the same church says, “in the person of John
Mary receives all Christians as her children. And this capacity of Maty
entitles us to the right .and the trust, that we place all our interest
in her hands.” But it is not John nor Jesus who needs the help here—
it is Mary. Mary is not receiving John—John is the patron,
Quiz
1. What part of Jesus' clothing was the seamless coat?
2. How did the soldiers decide who was to get this coat?
3. What prophecy did their actions fulfill?
4. Why did Jesus commend His mother to John’s keeping?
IT IS FINISHED
Text: 19:28-37
28 After this Jesus, knowing that all things are now finished, that
the scripture might be accomplished, saith, I thirst.
29 There was set there a vessel full of vinegar: so they put a
sponge full of the vinegar upon hyssop, and brought it to his
mouth.
30 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is
finished: and he bowed his head; and gave up his spirit.
31 The Jews thetefore, because it was the -Preparation, that the
bodies should not remain-on the cross upon the sabbath (for the
day of that sabbath was a high day), asked of Pilate that their legs
might be broken, and that they might be taken away. ,
32 The soldjers therefore came, and brake the legs of the first, and
of the other that was crucified with him:
33 but when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already,
they brake not his legs:
'34 howbeit one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and
straightway there came out blood and water.
35 And he that hath seen hath borne witness, and his witness is
true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye also may believe,
36 For these things came to pass, that the scripture might be ful-
filled, A bone of him shall not be broken
37 And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him
whom they pierced.
Queries
a. What did Jesus mean, "It is finished ?”’
b. Why ask that His legs be broken?
¢. What is the significance of the “blood and water?”
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Paraphrase (Harmony)

And it was now about the sixth hour, and a darkness came over the
whole land until the ninth hour, the sun’s light failing: And about
the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why has
thou forsaken me? And some of them that stood by, when they heard
it said, Behold, he calleth Elijah; After this Jesus, knowing that all
things are now finished, that the scriptures might be accomplished,
saith, I thirst. There was set there a vessel full of vinegar; so straight-
way one of them ran, and took a sponge, and filled it with vinegar, and
put it on a reed, upon hyssop, and brought it to his mouth, and gave
him to drink. And the rest said, Let be; let us see whether Elijah
cometh to save him. When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar,
he cried with a loud voice, It is finished: and he said, Father, into
thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said this, he bowed his
head and gave up his spirit.

And behold the veil of the temple was rent in two from the top to
the bottom; and the earth did quake; and the rocks were rent; and
the tombs were opened; and many bodies of the saints that had fallen
asleep were raised; and coming forth out of the tombs after his resur-
rection they entered into the holy city and appeared unto many.

Now the centurion, who stood by over against him, and they that
were with him watching Jesus, that he gave up the ghost; when they
saw the earthquake, and the things that were done, feared exceedingly,
and glorified God, saying, Certainly this was a righteous man. Truly
this was the Son of God.

And all the multitudes that came together to this sight when they
beheld the things that wete done, returned smiting their breasts. And
all his acquaintance, and many women were there beholding from afar:
among whom were both Mary Magdalene, and Mary the Mother of
James the less and of Joses, and Salome; the mother of the sons of
Zebedee, who when he was in Galilee, followed him, and ministered
unto him; and many other women that came up with him unto
Jetusalem.

The Jews therefore, because it was the Preparation, that the bodies
should not remain on the cross upon the sabbath (for the day of that
sabbath was a high day), asked of Pilate that their legs might be
broken, and that they might be taken away., The soldiers therefore
came, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other that was cruci-
fied with him: but when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead
already, they brake not his legs: howbeit one of the soldiers with a
spear pierced his side, and straightway there came out blood and water.
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And he that hath seen hath borne witness,. and his witness is true:

and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye also may believe. For these

things came to pass, that the scripture might be fulfilled, a bone of

him shall not be broken. And again another scripture salth They shall

look upon him whom they pierced. A
Summary

The awful chasm of sin separating God and man now bndged by
His perfect sacrifice, Jesus gives up His spirit as the body is put to
death. The soldiers pierce His side so there can be no question about
His death. All this fulfills what was propheaed concermng the Messiah
by the prophets.

. C omment
- The Synoptlcs include many incidental words and scenes of the
ctucifixion which John has seen fit to omit. John ofnits the following:

a. Jesus' cty "My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?” and

the reaction of the bystanders (cf. Matt. 27:46-47; Mk. 15:34-35)
" b. The words: of Jesus, "Into thy hands I commit my spirit.” (cf.
Lk. 23:46)
c. The rending of the veil of the Temple and the resurrected dead
- walking in Jerusalem. (cf. Matt. 27:51-53; Mk, 14:38)
d. The words of tlie Roman centurion. (cf. Matt. 27:54; Mk. 14: 39;
Lk. 23:47) -
e. The multitudes returning to Jerusalem smiting their breasts. (cf
Lk. 23:48)

John, however, is the only gospel writer who includes the account
of the breaking of the legs of the two thieves and the soldier piercing
the side of the dead body of Jesus. There is a disputed variation which
would cause Matt. 27:49 to read, “And another took a spear and
pietced his side, and there came out water and blood.” But the manu-
script evidence is so scant and insignificant that the translators of the
K.J.V. and the AS\V. and the R.S.V. have all omitted the readmg
from the text.

In verse 28 we are informed that even on the cross and at the very
apex of His suffering that which was uppermost in His mind was
the fulfillment of all that the scriptures had prophesied concerning
Him! When Jesus knew, “that all things are now finished,” He looked
forward, in omniscience, to the complete work of redemption which
would include even the burial and resusrection and ascension, (cf. Jo.
1:42, 47, 48; 2:24, 25; 5:6; 6:64; 16:30; 21:17).

The entire ministry of Jesus and the work of redemption from His
incarnation to the suflerings, death, butial, resutrection and establish-
ment of the church and preaching the gospel to the Gentiles is all
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prophecied in the Old Testament (cf. Lk, 24:43-49 and Acts 13:29),
For any reader who desires more information on the prophecies ful-
filled in the ministry of Jesus we recommend The Bible Handbook,
by Halley, published by Zondervan.

When Jesus said, “I thirst,” verse 28 seems to imply that in the
very speaking of the words the scriptures which prophesied His re-
demptive work were being fulfilled. This being true it would seem that
there was a deeper significance to His words than merely desiring to
slake a physical thirst. Jesus suffered physically upon the cross and
there is no denying that! But His real agony was the agony of the
“second death!” “Him who knew no sin he made to be sin on our
behalf; that we might become the righteousness of God in him™ (II
Cor. 5:21). The second death (eternal death) in Hell is eternal sepa-
ration from God the Father—Jesus suffered and experienced that on
the cross and cried out, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me?” The second death includes torment and thirst (cf, Luke
16:23-24)—Jesus suffered the torments of evil men and thirst upon the
cross, The second death includes darkness (“'the outer darkness”) and
there was darkness over the whole land when Jesus was crucified.

When Jesus died upon the cross the penalty and sentence of the
Law was paid and thus the Law was nailed to the cross (cf. Eph,
2:11-22; Col. 2:8-15). When Jesus died upon the cross and came
forth from the tomb and sent forth the Spirit to proclaim the way
of salvation all the promises of the covenant made to the patriatchs
and rejterated in the Law and the prophets reached their climax (cf.
Gal. 3:15-29; Acts 3:11-26) thus the Old Testament (covenant) has
been fulfilled, abrogated (in its entirety II Cor. 3) and superceded.
This is why Jesus said, "It is finished!”

The “‘vessel full of vinegar’” was probably a sour wine which the
soldiers were in the habit of drinking. The soldiers had offered Him
a. mixture (probably as an anesthetic) of wine and myrrh just before
they nailed Him to His cross (Matt. 27:34), This vinegar was touched
to His lips and then He bowed His head and gave up His spirit, cry-
ing, "It is finished!” and, “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit!”
Note the emphasis on His death as a voluntary act. He gave »p His
spirit!

PThe Jews were meticulously careful that the Law should not be
btoken by allowing a body to hang “upon a tree” overnight (cf, Deut.
21:23). And it would be even worse for such a violation to occur
on the Sabbath (the day of “Preparition” being Friday). This was
Friday evening and the sun was about to “set”—when the sun "went
down” it would be the Sabbath. It would also be a very special sabbath

399



19:28-37 GOSPEL OF JOHN,

since it occutred within the Passover week. They were extremely scrup-
ulous about this detail while they blatantly violated the weightier mat-
ters of the law such as justice, mercy and faith (cf. Matt. 23:23).
There was not one ounce of justice or mercy or faith in them when
they criminally attacked Jesus and tried H1m illegally and sentenced
Him on the basis of bribed witnesses.

The Romans employed a vety grim method to put to-death those
who lingered too long after having been crucified--they smashed their
limbs (legs) with an iron mallet until they died. One contemporary
doctor has said, *"The shock attending such cruel injury to bones ¢an be
the coup de grace causing death.” This was applied to the two male-
factors crucified with Jesus but the soldiers, seeing that Jesus was
already dead, did not break His legs. This also fulfilled a prophecy
made in Numbers 9:12 and Exodus 12:46.

The emphasis John wishes to make when he records hlS eyewitness
account that the legs of Jesus were not broken and the piercing of His
side and the blood and water flowing is the actual death of Jesus.
Jesus did not swoon—He died a physical death. What caused His
death is not of primary importance to John. He is not interested in the
medical diagnosis ot autopsy. Of primary importance is the eyewit-
nessed, historically verified fact that He did die.

There 'is one théoty as to the medical cause of His death—this is
the theory of death due to a “broken” or “ruptured” heast. This theory
is discussed in the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia article en-
titled “Blood and Water,” in Hendriksen's commentary on John's gos-
pel; in an atticle by R. C. Foster in the Christian Standard, April 10,
1965. This is the theory that Jesus died from a ruptured heart in con-
sequence of great mental agony and sorrow. Hendriksen says, *‘Such
a death would be almost instantaneous, and the blood flowing into
the pericatdium (the sac or membrane surrounding the heart) would
coagulate into the red clot ‘(blood) and the limpid serum (water).
This blood and water would then be released by the spear-thrust.”
But to quote R. C. Foster, "“We should rejoice that the physical cause
of Jesus' death is not a matter of faith. At the center of the gospel is
the historic fact, “Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures’
(I Corinthians 15:3).”

There are some commentators who believé that the blood and water
which flowed from His side are to be connected symbolically to the
“three witnesses” of I John 5:6-8. We believe, however that the “three
witnesses” of John's first epistle concern baptism- (Jesus was baptized
and gave baptism as a command to be obeyed by all who desire sal-
vation), the Lord’s Supper (which is a remembrance of the blood of
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Christ shed for our sins) and the Word of God (which is the Word
of the Spirit bearing witness here on earth). The testimony of John in
verse 35 is simply a re-emphasis that he, John, was an eyewitness to
the actuality of the death of Jesus, The significance of the blood and
water is to show that there was no possibility of any life remaining in
the One who had been pierced.

In a tract entitled, “A Study in Prophecy,” published by Hermon
House, 56 Second Ave., New York 3, N. Y., there are listed all the
prophecies fulfilled in the ministry of Christ. We list here only those
prophecies which were fulfilled specifically at the crucifixion:

a. Nuailed to the cross (Psa. 22:16; Jn. 19:18; 20:25).

b. Forsaken by God (Psa. 22:1; Matt. 27:46)

¢. Mocked (Psa. 22:7-8; Matt. 27:39-44)

d. Gall and Vinegar given Him to drink (Psa. 69:21; Matt. 27:34)

e. Garments parted and lots cast (Psa. 22:18; Matt. 27:35)

f. Numbered with transgressors (Isa. 53:12; Mk. 15:27-28)

g. Intercession for His murderers (Isa. 53:12; Lk. 23:34)

h. His expiration (Isa. 53:12; Matt. 27:50)

i. Not a bone of Him Broken (Ex. 12:46; Psa. 34:20; Jn. 19:33-36)

j. Pierced (Zech. 12:10; Jn. 19:34-37) '

k. Buried with the rich (Isa. 53:9; Matt, 27:57-60).

The two points of emphasis made in this section (19:28-37) are:
(a) the physical death of Jesus was actual and complete; (b) His
death was voluntary and according to foreknowledge and plan of God
and fulfilled a number of prophecies made hundreds of years before.

uiz
1. Name some of the words and scenes of the crucifixion omitted by
John.
2. What did Jesus mean when He said, “I thirst?” Was it physical
altogether?
3. Did Jesus suffer anything beyond the physical pain upon the cross?
Explain.

4, What did He mean when He said, "It is finished ?”
5. Why were the Jews so concerned about Jesus hanging on the cross
overnight?
6. Is it possible that Jesus died of a "broken heart?” explain!
7. What are the two major points of emphasis in this section?
THE ENTOMBMENT
Text: 19:38-42

38 And after these things Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple
of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked of Pilate that he
might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He
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came therefore, and took away his body.
39 And there came also Nicodemus, he who at the first came to
him by night, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hun-
dred pounds.
40 So they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in linen cloths
with the splces, as the custom of the Jews is to buty.
41 Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden;
and in the garden a new tomb wherein was never man yet laid.
42 There then because of the Jews’ Preparation (for the tomb was
nigh at hand) they laid Jesus.
. Queries ‘

a. Why the sudden bravery of Joseph and Nicodemus now?

b. Of what significance is the “hundred pounds” of spices?

¢. Where was the tomb located ?

Paraphrase (Harmony)

And when even was now come, because it was the Preparatlon that
is, the day before thé sabbath, there came a rich man 'named Joseph,
who was a councilor, of honorable estate a good and righteous man
(he had not consented to their-counsel and deed), a man of Ari-
mathaea, a city of the Jews who also himself was looking for the king-
dom of God, bemg a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the
Jews, boldly went in unto Pilate, and asked that he mlght take away
the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave "him leave.

And Pilate marvelled if he were already- dead: and calhng unto
him the centurion, he asked him whether he had been anywhile dead.
And when he learned it of the centurion, he granted the corpse to
Joseph. And Joseph brought a linen cloth, and came therefore and,
taking him down tock away his body.

And there came also Nicodemus, he who at the first came to h1m by
night, bringing a mixture of myrth and aloes, about a hundred pounds.
So they took the body of Jesus, and bound it in linen cloths with the
spices, as the custom of the Jews is to bury. Now in the place where
he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new tomb
wherein was never man yet laid. And Joseph took the body; wrapped
in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had
hewn out in the rock, and he rolled a great stone to the door of the
tomb, and departed. And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other
Mary, the mother of Joses sitting over against the sepulchre, And it
was the day of the Preparation and the sabbath drew on. And the
women, who had come with him out of Galilee, followed after and
beheld the tomb, and now his body was laid. And they returned, and
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prepared spices and ointments. And on the sabbath they rested accord-
ing to the commandment,
Summary

Friends of Jesus ask for His body and give it a tender and careful
burial. His body is prepared in a kingly fashion and is buried in a
tich man’s tomb.

Comment

Here, for the first time, Joseph of Arimathaea come on the stage of
gospel history. Hendriksen says, “The Arimathaea from which he came
was probably the ancient Ramathaim-zophim . , , fifteen miles straight
east from Joppa.” The Synoptics tell us a great deal about this man.
Matthew 27:57 tells us that he was a rich man; Mark 15:43 states
that he was a respected member of the council (Sanhedrin) and that
he was “looking for the kingdom of God" (in other words, he was. a
devout man who believed the Old Testament prophets and was eagerly
looking forward to the coming Messianic kingdom); Luke 23:50-51
informs us that he was a good and righteous man and one who had
not consented with the rest of the council to their evil purposes and
deeds respecting Jesus.

It is evident that Joseph was a member of the Sanhedrin for Luke
records that he could have given consent with them to the death of
Jesus but he did not. Why he did not we are not told. It is probable
that he deliberately absented himself from the midnight quorum called
by Caiaphas to condemn Jesus. Up until now Joseph, like Nicodemus,
was a secret disciple of Jesus. He believed but not enough to confess
Christ openly and take the consequences. Why the “boldness” now?
Fitst, there would not be neatly as much danger from the opposition
now that Jesus was dead and their blood-thirstiness had been satisfied.
Second, Luke gives us the hint that this man’s righteous indignation
had been stitred up at the unjust and inhumane treatment the council
had unleashed upon Jesus. Stalker, in his book, “The Trial and Death
of Jesus Christ,” puts it this way, "It was the excess of wickedness
in his fellow-councillors, who at length went to a stage of violence
and injustice which allowed him to hesitate no longer.” We find it hard
to agree with Hendriksen and Lenski that Joseph’s boldness is a result
of his knowledge of the “atoning” death of Jesus for him. It is incon-
ceivable that Joseph, without the resurrection of Christ, should have
such as grasp of the atoning efficiency of the death of Christ when even
the disciples who had companied with Jesus for over three years did
not then comprehend it!

Pilate, after assuring himself by the word of one of the soldiers that
Jesus was dead, consented to allow Joseph and Nicodemus to take the
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body for burial. The boldness of Joseph had a contagion which was
caught by Nicodemus. He brought a hundred pounds (about seventy-
two pounds in our weights today) of burial spices. This was enough
spices to bury a king. The spices were sprinkled profusely upon each
strip of the linen bandaging as the body was wrapped limb by limb.
The Jews did not embalm as the Egyptians, These spices would not
hide the sickening odor of decaying flesh long, The body of Lazatus
began to “‘stink™ in four days (cf. Jn. 11:39). Because this was Friday
evening and the Sabbath would begin at sunset, most of the usual cus-
toms of Jewish burial were foregone. The dead body would not be
carried to the “upper chamber” of a house where his relatives and
neighbors could come and mourn and say good-bye for the last time.
"The dead body would not be carried to the tomb on the litter-type
funeral bier. There would be no hired mourners or funeral procession;
no hired flutists and no rending of the garments.

According to Henri Daniel-Rops, in his book “Daily Life In The
Time Of Jesus,” the typical tomb was "a kind of cave or excavation, a
vault cut into a rock cliff, with a little vestibule befote it. One had to
bow one’s head to go into the vault itself. Sometimes the same entrance
would lead to-several vaults: as many as eight have been found to-
gether. The body was laid upon a bench specially cut in the rock, and
no doubt surrounded and covered with aromatic herbs, often a great
many of them. The tombs of the pooter people wete closed by being
walled-up, but the grander tombs had a more solid kind of gate, which
is still to be seen in Palestine: it is a great round, like millstone, set
in a deep groove and held open by a woodern wedge; as soon as the
wedge is taken away the heavy stone sinks into its place and guards
the entrance from all comers, thieves or hyenas,”

Just such a tomb became the burial place of the Lord Jesus Churist.
It was located in the immediate area of His crucifixion, Calvary. It
was 2 new tomb (no one else had ever been placed in it for burial) ;
it belonged to a rich man and had been hewn out of solid rock located
in a lovely garden. The tomb chamber was so low the women had to
stoop to look in (Jn. 20:11) and the stone rolled before the door
was exceedingly heavy (Mk. 16:4). For a discussion of the place of
the crucifixion see our comments on Jn. 19:12-22.

Thete are two important points to emphasize in the burial of Jesus.
First, His burial in a rich man’s tomb was a fulfillment of prophecy
(cf. Isa. 53:9). Second, Pilate and his soldiexs were certain that Jesus
was dead—He had not swooned or fainted. Blood and water gushed
from His side, He had stopped breathing—He was dead and now
Joseph and Nicodemus may take Him and bury Him.
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niz

1. Where was Arimathea probabl% located in Palestine?
2, Name four things about the character of Joseph of Arimathea which

are related to us by the gospel writers.
3. Since Joseph was a member of the Sanhedrin how could he have

kept from voting at the sentencing of Jesus?
4. Why was Joseph, formerly a secret disciple of Jesus, now so bold as

to ask for His body for burial ?

. What did Nicodemus contribute to the burial?
. Why would the usual customs of Jewish burial be foregone?
7. What ate two important points of emphasis connected with the

burial of Jesus?

SPECIAL STUDY NO. THREE
WAS JESUS CRUCIFIED ON FRIDAY?
by SETH WILSON

When the question, Was Jesus crucified on Friday? is raised, it may
be hard for you to find 2 clear and definite statement about it in the
Bible. Good Christians may think He had to be in the tomb longer
than the time from Friday afternoon to Sunday morning because of the
expression “three days and three nights” in Matthew 12:40.

It doesn’t matter too much on what day Jesus was crucified; but
it does matter much how people use the Scriptures and how they
trouble the church over such questions. Any view that denies that
Jesus ate the Passover meal at the regular time is in direct conflict
with plain statements of fact in three inspired books of the New Testa-
ment. Yet such a view is often taken by people who think that they
ate upholding the strict accuracy of Jesus’ words against centuries of
false tradition.

This is merely a question of historic fact, not affecting our obedience
to the commands of the Lord, and not essential to our reverent ap-
preciation of Him. It should not be made a “test of fellowship” or
soutce of contention. But as a matter of fact it makes all the better ex-
ample for a study of how to get the truth of God’s Word by consid-
ering all the facts and letting the passages which are definite and clear
in meaning determine the interpretation of those which are not so sure,

What Does The Bible Say?

This is a Bible study. Get your Bible and read the passages cited.
Space will not permit quoting them,

All the Gospels say that Jesus was crucified and buried on the day
called the Preparation. Read Mark 15:42; Luke 23:54; John 19:14,
31, 42; and Matthew 27:60-62. The word translated Preparation was
used as a name for the day which we call Friday in modern Greek,
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John 19:14 says, “It was the preparation of the passover.” Some
have thought that this means the day on which the Passover lamb was
prepared; but it can mean simply “Friday of Passover week.” Com-
parison with all the facts will show that this is what it does mean.
Beginning with the Passover sacrifice and supper, seven days of un-
leavened bread wete observed; and the entire week was called the
Passover (See Luke 22:1; John 2:23; 18:39). Mark 15:42 explicitly
states; "It was the preparation, that is, the day before the sabbath.”
The same meaning is shown in John 19:31. The regular Weekly Sabbath
was Saturday

But Which Sabbath?

The first day of unleavened bread might be called a Sabbath, be-
cause it was a day of rest according to the law (Leviticus 23:7, 8),
and so was the seventh, or last, day. Some suggest that the Sabbath
immediately following Jesus’ death was not Saturday, but the first day
of unleavened bread, which could fall on any day of the week.

In the law (Leviticus 23:4, 6), the seven days of unleavened bread
were counted afterthe Passover meal, beginning Nisan 15. But all
leaven was put out on the day the Passover was prepared, Nisan 14;
so the day that the lamb was killed came in time to be called the first
day of unleavened bread. (See Mark 14:12 and Luke 22:7.)

But if either of these days—the one just preceding the supper, or
the one following it—was actually called a Sabbath, still neither of
them could be the Sabbath day that followed the burial of Jesus. For
Matthew 26:17-20; Mark 14:12-17 and Luke 22:7-16 all state with
absolutely unmistakable clarity that Jesus was alive and eating the Pass-
over supper in the evening following the first day of unleavened bread
when the lamb was sacrificed. If the day following the supper was the
day of rest (or special Sabbath) it was still not the day after Jesus
was buried, because it was the day of crucifixion,

Therefore, we see that, if there was in that week any day called a
Sabbath other than Saturday, it had to be one that was past by the time
Jesus was buried, and not the day following His burial. The day of
preparation, then, on which He was crucified, could not be any day
other than the day before the regular weekly Sabbath which we call
Saturday.

One good brother has suggested that the seventh day of unleavened
bread was the Sabbath which “drew on” as Jesus was buried. That
would mean that Jesus was subjected to six or seven days of trials,
mockings, and delays between the time He was arrested and the day
of crucifixion. The Gospels do not show any intention of indicating
that. The trials before the priests and the Sanhedrin were at night and
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dawn (Luke 22:66); that before Pilate was eatly (John 18:28); all
happened in quick succession.

Moreover, no account gives any hint of mote than one Sabbath be-
tween the burial of Christ and His resurrection on the first day of the
week. Just turn and read how clearly Friday, Saturday, and Sunday are
recorded in Luke 23:54 to 24:1. “And that day was the preparation,
and the sabbath drew on. And the women also . . . beheld the sepul-
chre, and how his body was laid. And they returned, and prepared
spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath day according to the
commandment, Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the
morning, they came unto the sepulchre.” The word Sabbath here is
singulat.

Properly Read, John Agrees

John's account agrees completely with these statements. John 13:1
does not say that the last supper was before the Passover, but that Jesus
knew before the Passover that He must depatt at this time, John 13:29
does not prove that the Passover meal was to come later. The disciples
who supposed that Judas was sent to buy something for the feast may
have had in mind the seven-day festival. Ot if it was possible at that
hour to buy provisions they might have been for the meal now begin-
ning. (In John 13:2 the Greek does not say “supper being ended,” but
“supper being come.”)

John 18:28 does not prove that the Pharisees had not eaten the
‘Passover meal, because they called all seven days connected with it
“the Passover.” Anyway, the Passover meal was eaten at night, and such
defilement as they feared «n Pilate’s hall would end at sunset.

John 19:31 shows plainly that the preparation was the day before
the Sabbath. Calling that Sabbath “a high day” does not make it other
than a Saturday Sabbath. It only means that it was considered especially
sacted because it came in Passover week.

“Three Days And Three Nights”

Since the history states so plainly the fact that Jesus was crucified
on Friday, it is necessary to take the prophetic figure of speech about
the sigh of Jonah (Matthew 12:40) as an inexact exptession intended
to agree with the statement which is made a dozen times, that Jesus
arose “on the third day.” (See Matthew 16:21; 17:23; 20:19; 27:63,
G4; Luke 9:22; 18:33; 24:7, 21, 46; Acts 10:40; I Corinthians 15:4;
and Mark 9:31; 10:34 in K. J. V.) “After three days” is used in Mark
8:31 (9:31 and 10:34 in A.S.V.) to mean the same as “on the third
day.” While those do not seem the same to us, it is evident that they
did mean the same to the Jews, (See also 2 Chronicles 10:5 and 12;
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Esther 4:16 and '5:1; Matthew 27:63, 64.) “Three days and three
nights” is-just a fuller form for saying “after three days”; and both
could mean in popular speech the same as “on the third day.” Any
expression means just what it is used to mean. The facts of the record
show with what meaning the expression was used by Jesus. We must
not put into it a meaning that will deny or dlsregard the facts; but the
facts must control our interpretation.
SERMON' NO. EIGHTEEN
" BEHOLDING THE CRUCIFIED ONE
Luke 23:33-35a
Introduction

I. SPECTACLE OF THE CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST. After the be-
trayal and arrest come the trials. He was shamed by His own (high
priest). Herod plays with Him like a cat would a mouse. He mocks
Him and allows Him to be smitten in the mouth. Then Jesus is re-
turned to Pilate a second time. Pilate has Him scourged with a whip
made of leather and bone until His back is a bleeding mass of raw
flesh. Pilate wants to release Him. But the Jews cry “‘Crucify Him,
his blood be upon us and upon our children . . .’ Release unto us
Barabbas the murderer. And, for political reasons, Pilate releases Him
to be crucified.

And so the humiliated, tortured, betrayed, exhausted Son of God
goes out beating 4 300 pound cross of wood. Through the streets of the
city He goes, stumbling, dragging this cross along as the throngs cast
stones and spit upon him. Up the long hill of Golgotha. There He is
gtabbed roughly by the soldiers and laid down upon the cross, BUT
HE OFFERS NO RESISTANCE. The steel spikes ate btutally driven
into the quivering flesh of His hands and then His feet. The excruciat-
ing pain is relayed from the nerves to His brain. And what comes
from his mouth? Agony and screams? NO! Hate and curses? NO!
Wonder of wonders, His lips part to speak a blessing—"Father forgive
them, for they know not what they do.”

II. “AND THE PEOPLE STOOD BEHOI.DING " What did
they behold in the crucified One? What did those around the cross see?
They saw much the same thing as men and women see in the Cruci-
fixion today. THE CRUCIFIXION WAS NECESSARY. IT WAS IN
GOD’S PLAN FOR JESUS CONTINUALLY TAUGHT "I MUST
DIE . ..” IT WAS A SPECTACLE OF LOVE FOR MAN TO BE-
HOLD. 'IT WAS A PLANNED SPECTACLE FOR IT WAS
PROPHECIED Lk 2.

Discussion
I. THE ROMANS. They beheld Him through eyes of Indifference.
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Pilate made two tries to release Him and saw that politics de-
manded His death so he washed his hands of the whole matter,
WHAT WAS ONE MORE DEAD JEW?? AFTER ALL PEO-
PLE DIE EVERY DAY. He had many responsibilities of more
importance than the squabbles of the Jews. HE JUST HAD
OTHER THINGS TO DO MORE IMPORTANT THAN
LISTENING TO THIS NAZARENE'S CLAIMS OR BEING
TOUCHED BY HIS INNOCENCE. Notice the calloused in-
difference of the soldiers who methodically nailed him to the
cross and then sat down to gamble over his garments. There are
multitudes today who look at the Crucified One through eyes of
indifference. THEY COULDN'T CARE LESS THAT A MAN
DIED SOME 2000 YEARS AGO. THEY ARE TOO BUSY
WITH MORE IMPORTANT THINGS SUCH AS POLITICS,
PTA, KEEPING UP WITH THE JONESES. THEY HAVE SO
CALLOUSED THEIR HEARTS AND THEIR EMOTIONS
THAT THEY ARE NO LONGER TOUCHED WITH THE
LOVE SHOWN IN THE CROSS.

They thought they saw Weakness. Pilate said, “Don’t you
know I have the power of life and death over you . . . and still
you say nothing in your own defense?” This Nazarene had even
taught the doctrines of weaklings according to them. WHO EVER
HEARD OF TURNING THE OTHER CHEEK? GOING THE
SECOND MILE? RETURNING GOOD FOR EVIL? BUT A
LOOK AT ALL THE CIRCUMSTANCES SHOWS THIS TO
BE THE GREATEST ACT OF COURAGE HISTORY HAS
EVER WITNESSED. MY LORD WAS NO WEAKLING NOR
COWARD! HE WAS A MAN OF ALL MEN. THOSE WHO
STOOD WATCHING HIM WERE THE WEAK, SPINELESS,
GROVELING COWARDS. THESE WERE AFRAID TO FACE
UP TO THE DEMANDS AND CONSEQUENCES OF HIS
TEACHINGS. THE WEAKLINGS CANNOT TURN THE
OTHER CHEEK, AND WILL NOT GO THE OTHER MILE,

They thought they saw Foolishness. He claimed to be a King,
but where was His kingdom? They scoffed at Him as a religious
crackpot. He had claimed to be a God . . . but none of their gods
had ever acted like He did—HOW FOOLISH! WITH THEIR
GODS IT WAS OPPOSITE—MEN DIED FOR THEIR GODS.
He claimed to be dying in the place of men, This the wise heathen
philosophers could not accept as sensible. The Greek philosophers
at Athens scoffed at Paul's preaching the gospel of the cross and
resurrection. (Acts 17).
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1L

HEAR WHAT MODERN UNBELIEVERS HAVE TO SAY
.. . Dressed: in the pious robes of ecclesiastical finery, giving the
unsuspecting world the impression he is a follower of Christ,
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, former head of thé World Council
of Churches says, “We hear much of the substitutionary theoty
of the atonement. This theory to me is immoral. If Jesus paid it
all or if He is the substitute for me, or if He is the sacrifice for
all the sin of the world, then why discuss forgiveness? The books
ate closed. Another has paid the debt, borne the penalty, I owe
nothing. T am absolved. I cannot see forgiveness as: predicted upon
the act of someone else. It is my sin. I must atone.”

The theologians today do not see Jesus dying for our sins. They
see him merely dying a tragic death for his misguided conviction
that he had a special mission. IT WAS-NO ACCIDENT IT
WAS PLANNED BY GOD—READ THE PROPHETS, AND
SEE HOW GOD MOVES IN AND THOUGH ALL OF HIS-
TORY!

“If a prince or a king, passing by an execution, should take
the condemned man’s place and suffer in his place the deed
would ring through all history, and be quoted as an amazing in-
stance of heroic pity; and well deserved would be all the words
of praise and admiration which would record and eulogize it. Yet,
our Lord Jesus did this, and infinitely more for those who were
not merely criminals, but enemies to His own throne and person.
This is'a wonder of wonders. But it meets with small praise. The
most of men around us have heard of it, and treated it as of:little

“impott; as an idle tale; as a pious legend; as a venerable fable; as

an unpractical myth. Even those who know, believe and admire
are cold in theit emotions with regard to the story of the atone-
ment. Herein is love which ought to set our hearts on fire, and yet
we scarcely maintain a smoldering spark of enthusiasm.” So said

Spurgeon.

“We preach Christ crucified, unto Jews a stumbling block and
unto Gentiles foolishness . . .” “For the word of the ctoss is to
them that perish foolishness . . .” DO YOU STAND WITH

THE GENTILES AS YOU BEHOLD THE CROSS ? ? ?

WHAT DID THE JEWS SEE AS THEY BEHELD HIM? To
them His crucifixion was a stumbling block, What did they cry
as they circled the cross? “If you are the Son of God, come down
from the cross . . . He saved others, himself he cannot save . ., .”
THEY STUMBLED AT THE IDEA OF A CRUCIFIED AND
HUMILIATED JEWISH MESSIAH, ‘They had made up their
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minds ages ago just what type of Saviour they would accept.
THEY WANTED A SOCIAL REFORMER, A POLITICAL
LIBERATOR WHO WOULD LEAVE THE RELIGIOUS
STATUS QUO ALONE., NEEDLESS TO SAY THERE ARE
MULTITUDES OF PEOPLE TODAY WHO STUMBLE AT
THE SAME THING. THEY LOOK AT THE CHURCH AS A
FAILURE! THEY HAVE TRIED TO USE AND ABUSE THE
CHURCH AS A SOCIAL REFORM MOVEMENT, TO LIBER-

 ATE AND CONTROL POLITICS, BUT THEY WON'T HAVE

IT TO HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE SOULS OF
MEN!

They stumbled at His ¢/aims to be divine. 1 believe Jesus could
have gotten by and perhaps even have been honored if He had
claimed to be just another prophet. Many would allow Him this
much today, But when He claimed to: forgive sins, come before
Abraham, be the Messiah, and demanded rule over their hearts
THEY CRIED BLASPHEMY ... THEY COULD NOT AC-
CEPT ANY TEACHING THAT ASSOCIATED HIM WITH
GOD.

MODERN THEOLOGIANS REBEL AT THE IDEA THAT
GOD HAS ASSOCIATED HIMSELF WITH MAN OR HAS
COME INTO THE REALM OF HISTORY. THEY SAY
HE MUST BE WHOLLY TRANSCENDENT—"WHOLLY
OTHER.” THEY SAY WE LIMIT GOD'S POWER AND
HOLINESS  WHEN WE SAY THAT HE CAME IN THE
FORM OF FLESH. TO THE CONTRARY, TO RELEGATE
GOD ONLY TO THE REALM OF THE “WHOLLY OTHER”
LIMITS HIS POWER AND HOLINESS, HOW COULD A
GOD WHO HAD NO DESIRE TO BE TOUCHED WITH
OUR INFIRMITIES, TO REVEAL HIMSELF TO US IN HIS-
TORY, BE RIGHTEOUS AND HOLY AND LOVING ? ? ?

They felt they were 1id of One whose righteonsness they conld
not stand. As long as He was alive, they could not live with
themselves, their consciences cried out against them, AND MEN
AND WOMEN TODAY REJECT JESUS IN ORDER THAT
THEY MAY BE ABLE TO DO AS THEY PLEASE, HAVING
PUT BLINDERS UPON THEIR OWN CONSCIENCES. NO
ONE WANTS TO MEASURE HIMSELF BY THE PERFECT
STANDARD . , . JESUS CHRIST. WHEN HIS PERFECT
RIGHTEOUSNESS SHOWS US OUR UNRIGHTEOUSNESS,
WE TRY TO HIDE OURSELVES IN SOME WAY OR AN-
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OTHER. USUALLY BY “COMPARING OURSELVES WITH
OURSELVES.”

They saw in the Crzzczﬁed One their scapegoat, Their ngh
Priest had said, “It is expedient that one should die for the
hation, lest the Romans come and take away our nation and our
place.” IS HE NOT BEING USED AS A SCAPEGOAT TO-
DAY ? SOME HAVE ACCEPTED CHRIST BUT, UPON FIND-
ING THEY CAN'T HAVE HIM AND THE WORLD TOO,
THEY FALL AWAY AND “CRUCIFY AFRESH THE SON
"OF GOD, BY COUNTING THE BLOOD OF THE COVE-
NANT WHEREWITH THEY WERE SANCTIFIED AN UN-
HOLY THING.” cf. also Heb. 6:1-6. AND THEN WHAT
DO THEY DO? THEY USE HIS CHURCH AND HIS SAINTS
AS THEIR EXCUSE FOR BACKSLIDING. THEY HARP ON
THE HYPOCRITES . . . OR THEY HARP ON THE IDEA
THAT CHRISTIANS ARE TOO UNCOMPROMISING, TOO
INTOLERANT, FORGETTING  JESUS HIMSELF SAID
THERE ARE ONLY TWO WAYS—TWO CLASSES OF
HUMANITY, SAVED AND LOST. WHERE DO YOU STAND
TODAY AND BEHOLD THE CRUCIFIED ONE? ARE YOU
WITH THE JEWS? IF YOU ARE A BACKSLIDER, YOU
ARE WITH THEM.

III. WHAT DO BELIEVERS BEHOLD? One of the thieves beheld
the Son of God and in faith and trust committed His soul to
Him. We see sin condemned in the flesh. Jesus came in the flesh
and lived a sinless life in the flesh, tempted in all points like as
we are and WON THE VICTORY OVER SIN AND BECAME
THE ONLY ACCEPTABLE SACRIFICE FOR OUR SINS! He
fulfilled the requirements of the law of God, even the sentence
and penalty of the law which says, “The soul that sinneth it
shall die . . .” A

We see there the propitiation for our sin. WE BEHOLD JESUS
AS HE SUFFERED THE AGONY OF THE SECOND DEATH
FOR US. AND THEN WE READ AS HE HIMSELF REVEALS
FROM HEAVEN TO JOHN IN THE BOOK OF REVELA-
TION—THAT SUCH AS ARE BELIEVERS, OVER THEM
THE SECOND DEATH HATH NO POWER.

We see God manifesting Himself as being Just and the Justifier.
God decreed in His law that sin masz be punished. If He went back
on His word, He would be a powerless, unjust God. BUT HOW
CAN HE HAVE LOVE AND SAVE MEN AND STILL PUN-
ISH SIN? HE ACCOMPLISHED IT ALL IN THE CROSS OF
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CALVARY WHERE HE PUNISHED SIN AND SAVED MAN
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST!

We see sin as it was never shown before in all of its evilness.
As a sinner man is a slave who must be redeemed, an enemy
who must be reconciled, a dead corpse which must be resurrected
and given new life, a captive whose powerful oppressors must be
overthrown and a criminal who must be justified. WE SEE THE
HOLY AND PERFECT HATE WHICH GOD HAS FOR SIN
IN THE GIVING OF THE LIFE OF HIS SON.

We see the love and power of God manifested. The word of
the cross may be foolishness to some, “BUT TO THOSE WHO
ARE BEING SAVED IT IS BOTH THE POWER AND THE
WISDOM OF GOD . . .” GOD'S INFINITE WISDOM KNEW
THAT THE CROSS WOULD BE THE ONLY WAY TO
DRAW MEN UNTO HIM IN SINCERE FAITH. “And I, if
I will be lifted up, will draw all men unto me.” “Greater love
hath no man than this, that 2 man should lay down his life for
his friend.” "For the love of God hath been shed abroad in our
heatts . . . for while we were yet weak, in due season Christ died
for the ungodly . . .” A man may decide many things in this
life simply by human reason and knowledge. BUT WHEN IT
COMES TO THE SALVATION OF HIS SOUL, HE MUST
HAVE A POWER THAT IS BEYOND HUMAN REASON.
THAT POWER IS PROVIDED IN THE DEATH AND RES-
URRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST. The gospel is the power of
God unto salvation. IT IS GOD’S DIVINE SEAL, GOD, DESIR-
ING TO SWEAR WITH AN OATH, COULD SWEAR BY
NONE GREATER THAN HIMSELF, SO HE SEALED HIS
PROMISE BY SIGNING HIS OATH IN HIS OWN BLOOD
. . . THE BLOOD OF HIS SON UPON THE CROSS . . .

Conclnsion

YOU SAY, I WANT SOME ASSURANCE . .. I WANT SOME

AUTHORITY . . . I WANT SOME POWER BEHIND ANY
PROMISES OF SALVATION. THERE IT IS IN THE GOSPEL
OF JESUS CHRIST. His death was sufficient for your sins, His resur-
tection is power for your new life. The entire New Testament says
it is so. YOU MAY BECOME A NEW CREATURE ... YOU MAY
HAVE YOUR SINS BLOTTED OUT. YOU MAY HAVE THE
HOLY SPIRIT COME AND LIVE WITH YOU.

HOW DO YOU CONTACT THIS DEATH? By faith? YES,

BUT MORE! For contacting His death comprehends all of our obedi-
ence. By simply repenting? YES, BUT MORE! By prayer? YES,
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BUT MORE! By making public- confession of faith? YES, BUT
MORE. IT IS FULL AND COMPLETE OBEDIENCE. Rom. 6 . . .
“We ate baptized into his death; planted together with Him . . .”
Col. 2 ., . “We are buried with- Him in baptism.” I'T IS HERE THAT
THE FINAL ACT IN OUR CONTACTING THE DEATH TAKES
PLACE.

HOW DO YOU LOOK UPON THE CRUCIFIED ONE THIS
EVENING? I pray with all my soul that you look with faith trusting
and seeking to obey Him in all things. “He has become the author of
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.” Remember what He
told Nicodemus. “And as Moses lifted. up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so muist the Son of man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth
may in him have eternal life.” John 3:13 .

YOU KNOW THE ACCOUNT OF THE ISRAELITES AND
THE SERPENT OF BRONZE ON THE STAFF . . . THOSE BIT-
TEN OF THE FIERY SERPENTS WERE CURED WHEN THEY
LOOKED, IN FAITH AND OBEDIENCE, UPON THE BRONZE
SERPENT LIFTED UP THERE IN THE WILDERNESS. BUT IF
THEY DELAYED ... PROCRASTINATED IN UNBELIEF, THEY
DIED!

There was an old man converted at the age of 68. One day he sat
crying as the minister was preaching on the text, “No man liveth to
himself, and no man dieth to himself.” Latet, with tears streaming
down his cheeks, he approached the preachet. The preacher asked him
what was the matter ... . “Oh, sir that text—it is true!” he replied.

“I did not know the Lord until I was 68. I stopped at my son’s
home this morning and said, “Come on son, and go with me to church
this morning . . . and he Jaughed as he replied, “No, Dad, I've got
plenty of time; I'll wait until I am 68 to get religion, like you did.”

“I walked on down the street until I came upon my grandchildren
playmg and said, “Come on kids, let’s go down to Bible School this
morning.” “No, they rephed we are busy, Grandpa; we will wait until
we are old to start going-to Sunday School and church like you did.”

“Sir, he said to the preacher, I would give my right arm if I could
live my life over,’

Napoleon, the little general, paced the floor of his tent, Half of his
troops had been destroyed and the battle yet raged, A messenger tushed
in with the shout, “Tidings, sire, You have won the victory.”

“Yes, replied Napoleon quietly, I have won the victory but another
such victory would cost-me my kingdom.” YOU MAY HAVE WON
THE VICTORY OVER THE SERMON: YOU MAY HAVE WON
THE VICTORY OVER CONSCIENCE, OVER PRAYERS OF
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MOTHER, OVER PLEADINGS OF YOUR WIFE, BUT ANOTHER
SUCH “VICTORY” MAY COST YOU YOUR ETERNAL SOUL!

CHAPTER TWENTY

“My Lord and my God!” This might well be the theme of this
chapter. It records the climactic “'sign” of a book filled with records of
lesser “signs.’ And, as John adds in his postscript, Jesus did many
other “signs” in the presence of His followers but John and the other
gospel writers have witnessed and recorded enough supernatural signs
to lead men to believe in His diety (cf. Jn. 20:30-31). The physical,
bodily resutrection of Jesus from the dead, as He Himself foretold,
was the apex of all His signs. This is the one event in the life of Jesus
Christ which gives credence, meaning and relevance to all else He said
or did! One is tempted to wax eloquent for page upon page concerning
this event but we believe Dr. Merrill C. Tenney, Dean of the Graduate
School, Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois, has summarized it so
well we prefer to quote from his book, “The Reality of the Resurrec-
tion” here:

“, . . the resurrection of Christ . .. marks the intersection of the

temporal and eternal worlds, of material existence and spiritual

life. Because the event is supernatural, it expresses the essence of

God’s revelation; because it is historical, it is a genuine part of

human experience. The resurrection is 2 permanent witness to the

love, power, holiness, and redemptive purpose of God and is also

a fact which must he accepted as part of history. It cannot be dis-

missed as a speculative venture of the intellect which is possibly,

but not necessarily, true.

For this reason the resurrection is perpetually relevant to the
intellectual and spiritual problems of the world. The event pro-
vides a foundation for faith; its imagety contains the framework
for a new life . . . By this one great fact all theology can be inte-
gtated. Revelation, incarnation, redemption, sanctification, and
eschatology reach their fullest development in the demonstration
of the divine triumph over death.”

We feel compelled to repeat hete some quotations by famous
men showing their convictions concerning the resurrection of Jesus,

Warfield said, ““The resutrection of Christ is a fact, an external
occurrence within the cognizance of man, to be established by other
testimonies and yet which is the cardinal doctrine of our system:
on it all other doctrines hang.”

Lyndhurst (famous British jurist) said, "I know pretty well
what evidence is; and, I tell you, such evidence as that for the
Resurrection has never broken down yet.”
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