
STUDIES IN JQSHUA4JUDGES-RUTH 

When he put the fleece out the second time, he asked God 
to leave the fleece dry and have water around. The 
second sign would have seemed more unnatural, thus re- 
quiring what would have been considered more definitely 
a supernatural act on the part of God. God did not fail 
Gideon, and he received the assurance he wanted before 
he went into the battle. 
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TEN QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER 6 
Who were the oppressors mentioned in Judges 6? 
What was the name of the judge raised up? 
Of what tribe was he a member? 
Who was his father? 
What did this judge offer on the altar? 
By what other name was this judge known? 
Who joined the foes of Israel in the second invasion 
mentioned? 
Where was the battle pitched? 
What other tribes joined in the battle? 
How much water was wrung from the fleece used in 
the first sign? 

A DIGEST OF CHAPTER 7 
1- 8 Selection of Gideon’s three hundred.  Gideon 

started out with thirty-two thousand men in 
his army. When he allowed everyone who was 
fearful to return, twenty-two thousand turned 
back. God indicated this was still too large a 
force. He devised a test whereby Gideon took 
with him the men who lapped the water as 
dogs lap it. These men were prepared for 
battle, and with these chosen three hundred 
Gideon drove out the Midianites. 
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Vv. 9-1 8 The enemy  soldier’s dream. Gideon overheard 
an enemy soldier telling of his dream. The 
interpretation was clear to the  enemy warrior 
-God was going to deliver the Midianites into 
the hand of Gideon. Such a revelation, must 
have struck fear in the hearts of the Midianites; 
and a t  the same time, it must have given 
courage to Gideon. 

Vv. 19-25 Israel’s rouf  of the Midiaiiifes. The Midianites, 
Amalekites, and children of the East had 
gathered themselves together to war against 
Israel. By the use of a divided force and by 
giving the impression they had surrounded the 
enemy, Gideon and his men were able to  defeat 
the oppressing forces completely. 

LESSONS FOR LEARNING 
1. M a n y  aye called; few are chosen. Gideon started out 

with thirty-two thousand, Twenty-two thousand were 
allowed to return when they indicated they were afraid. 
The remaining ten thousand were reduced to three 
hundred by a test which God directed. It does not 
matter to the Lord whether He  saves by few or by 
many. In like manner, not every soldier who enlists in 
the army of the Lord will receive the crown of life. 
Many are called, but few are chosen. 

1 2,  God speaks ii? differelit ways. The opening verse of the 

the fathers by the prophets in divers portions and 
sundry manners (Hebrews 1: 1 ) .  The dream of the 
enemy soldier must have been revealed and interpreted 
largely for Gideon’s benefit, but the effect would have 

I 
I book of Hebrews declares God spoke in times past unto 
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7: 1-4 STUDIES IN JOSHUA- JUDGES-RUTH 

been great on the enemy as well. Those who heard it 
must have been gripped by fear and left with little 
courage to fight. God has spoken primarily to us 
through His Son by the written Word. At the same 
time, the heavens declare His glory, and the firmament 
showeth His handiwork (Psalms 19: 1 ) .  When God 
speaks to our hearts, we should be quick to obey. 

The Midianite soldier 
declared that the meaning of his dream dealt with the 
sword of the Lord and of Gideon. He knew that Gideon 
was God’s man. If a victory were achieved it would be 
to  the glory of God, but it would also bring recogni- 
tion to Gideon. What is done today in the church 
should be done for the glory of God, but victory will 
also bring glory to His church and to His people. 

3.  For God and for His people. 

CHAPTER SEVEN 

Gideon’s Men Redwed t o  Three Hzindred 7: l -14  
Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon and all the people that 

were with him, rose up early, and pitched beside the well 
of Harod: so that the host of the Midianites were on the 
north side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley. 

2 And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people that 
are with thee are too many for me to give the Midianites 
into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, 
saying, Mine own hand hath saved me. 

3 Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the 
people, saying, Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him 
return and depart early from mount Gilead. And there 
returned of the people twenty and two thousand; and 
there remained ten thousand. 

4 And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people are yet 
too many; bring them down unto the water, and I will 
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JUDGES 7~5.12 

try them for thee there: and it sliall be, that of whom I 
say uiito thee, This shall go with thee, the  same shall go 
with thee; and of whomsoever I say unto thee, This shall 
not go with thee, the same shall not go. 

5 So he brought down the people unto the water: 
and the Lord said unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth 
of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt 
thou set by himself; likewise every one that boweth down 
upon his knees to drink. 

6 And the number of them that lapped, putting their 
hand to their mouth, were three hundred men: but all the 
rest  of the people bowed down upon their knees to drink 
water. 

7 And t h e  Lord said uiito Gideon, By the three hun- 
dred men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the 
Midianites into thine hand: and let all the other people 
go every man unto his place. 

8 So the people took victuals in their hand, and their 
trumpets: and he sent all the rest of Israel every man unto 
his tent, and retained those three hundred men: and the 
host of Midian was beneath him in the valley. 

9 And it came to pass the same night, that the Lord 
said unto him, Arise, get thee down unto the host; for 
I have delivered it into thine hand. 

10 But if thou fear to go down, go thou with Phurah 
thy servant down to the host: 

11 And thou shalt hear what they say; and afterward 
shall thine hands be strengthened to go down unto the host. 
Then went he down with Phurah his servant unto the 
outside of the armed men that were in the host. 

12 And the Midianites and t h e  Amalekites and all 
the children of the east lay along in the valley like grass- 
hoppers for multitude; and their camels were without 
number, as the sand by the seaside for multitude. 
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7: 1 , 2  STUDIES IN JOSHUA- JUDGES-RUTH 

13 And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a 
man that told a dream unto his fellow, and said, Behold, I 
dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled 
into the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote 
it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay along. 

14 And his fellow answered and said, This is nothing 
else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of 
Israel: for into his hand hath God delivered Midian, and 
all the host. 

1. Where were the Well of Harod and the Hill of M o r e h  
7 :  1 
The Well of Harod is a t  the foot of Mount Gilboa. 

The Hill of Moreh is in the valley of Jezreel. Today a 
fine spring of water flows from the base of a hill and 
through an area which has been made into a recreational 
park for the benefit of the present-day inhabitants of the 
land. The valley is fertile and is tilled extensively. In the 
modern times, and in the times of Gideon, i t  was a place 
well suited for the pitching of a battle. Water was avail- 
able for the troops, and the terrain was such as could be 
traversed easily by the troops. 
2. Why did God w a i d  to reduce the number of soldiers? 

7:2  
If the battle seemed to be won in a natural way, the 

people would say they had won the victory by their own 
power. After the number was reduced and they faced 
overwhelming odds, they knew God had given them the 
victory. In such a case they would praise God instead 
of taking credit for themselves. We are not told how many 
soldiers gathered under the banner of the Midianites, but 
they were joined by the Amalekites and the children of 
the East. There should be no doubt, however, that Israel 
faced overwhelming odds when she put only three hundrd 
men in the field. 
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JUDGES 7:3-7 
3 ,  Was it a u s u a l  ciistonz to  allow soldiers to leave fbe 

The Law 
said, “What man is there tha t  is fearful and fainthearted? 
let him go and return to his house, lest his brother’s heart 
faint as well as his heart” (Deuteronomy 20:8). This is 
the provision which was given to Israel by Moses concern- 
ing times when the  people would go out to battle. The 
morale of the army would thus be high, and in reality the 
army was left as a group of volunteers. If cowards were 
allowed to stay in the army, they would encourage others 

a m y ?  7:3  
Any faint-hearted man was sent home. 

l 
1 

, to be fainthearted. 
I 

4.  To w h a t  water did they go? 7 : 4  
I Gideon went to the waters flowing out from the 

l Well of Harod. Even today the  water flows into a large 
pool where people can bathe. It then drains out into a 

I stream which flows through the valley of Jezreel, provid- 
I 

ing water for extensive plant life-trees, cereal and grain 
1 crops, and grasses. In fact, it is one of the most verdant, 
’ well-watered, and fertile areas of northern Israel. 
l J .  Why did Gideoii take those who lapped? 7:7 

’ 
They were ready for battle and on guard. Those who 

were less alert must have put their faces down into the 
water so tha t  they were unable to keep their eyes on the 
enemy. Some may have enjoyed the refreshing stream so 
much that they stayed too long, washing and splashing, and 
in general, giving in to the desires of the flesh for the 
enjoyment of the stream. 
the battle which lay ahead of Israel. Only those who 
took just a t i t  of water in their hands, raised it to their 
mouths, and lapped it as a dog laps water were ready for 
the battle, These were the men whom God designated as 
the ones to fight the Midianites. They were only three 
hundred in number. 

These were certainly unfit for‘ 
1 
l 
I 
I 
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7:8-15 STUDIES IN JOSHUA- JTJDGES-RUTH 

6. W h a t  victuals did the people tuke? 7:8 
The 300 kept the military equipment of the 9,700. 

The trumpets of the full army were taken so that Gideon 
could give the impression of a much larger force. They 
also took the necessary provisions from those who were 
turned back from the battle. They would thus have all 
the necessary supplies without having to forage for food. 
In this manner, they were free to give their undivided 
attention to the battle. 
7 .  Was Gideon afraid? 7:lO 

God knew Gideon was facing overwhelming odds. 
He was thus willing for Gideon to be as well prepared as 
possible for the great task of ridding Israel of the devastat- 
ing oppressors. Gideon had asked for repeated signs which 
gave him the necessary assurance to begin his work. In 
this instance, he was told that he might take his servant 
with him and go down to hear the interpretation of a dream 
which God was sending to an enemy soldier. Gideon im- 
presses us as a man who would obey God’s will implicitly, 
but he was a man who wanted to be as fully prepared 
and as completely confident as possible. 

8. W h y  was Gideon encouraged by a soldier’s dream? 

A barley 
cake was seen rolling down a hill. It rolled through the 
enemy camp and flattened a soldier’s tent. The soldier 
knew what it meant. Evidently both the dream and the 
interpretation were given by God. It signified clearly to 
the soldier that God was going to defeat the armies of the 
Midianites, Amalekites, and the children of the East a t  the 
hands of Gideon, a man who was threshing grain to make 
cakes when God called him to be a judge. 

7:13-1j 
The dream was of a very unusual nature. 
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JUDGES 7: 15-23 

The Laiiips aiid the Pitchers 7 :  1 5 -23 
1 5  And it was so, when Gideon heard the  telling of  

the  dream, and the  interpretation thereof, that he wor- 
shiped, and returned into the host of Israel, and said, Arise; 
for the  Lord hath delivered into your hand the host of 
Midian. 

16 And he divided the three hundred men into three 
companies, aiid he put a trumpet in every man’s hand, with 
empty pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers. 

17 And he said unto them, Look on me, and do like- 
wise: and, behold, when I come to the  outside of the camp, 
it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. 

1 8  When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are 
with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of 
all the camp, and say, The sword of the Lord, and of 
Gideon. 

19 So Gideon, and the three hundred men that were 
with him, came unto the outside of the camp in the be- 
ginning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set 
the watch: and they blew the trumpets, and brake the 
pitchers that were in their hands. 

20 And the three companies blew the  trumpets, and 
brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their le f t  hands, 
and the trumpets in their right hands to  blow withal: and 
they cried, The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon. 

21 And they stood every man in his place round 
about the camp: and all the host ran, and cried, and fled. 

22 And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and 
the Lord set every man’s sword against his fellow, even 
throughout all the host: and the host fled to Beth-shittah 
in Zererath, and to the border of Abel-meholah, unto 
Tabbath. 

23 And the  men of Israel gathered themselves together 
out of Naphtali, and out of Asher, and out of all Mannas- 
seh, and pursued af ter  the Midianites. 
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7: 16-20 STUDIES IN JOSHUA- JUDGES-RUTH 

9. Why did Gideon divide his force? 7;16 
It was military strategy. It would be very unusual 

for three hundred men to  have three hundred trumpets 
and three hundred torches. Such large numbers of this 
kind of equipment would indicate a much larger force. 
The great cry, the divided force, completely surrounding 
the enemy, and the many lights confused the Midianites. 
They believed that they were surrounded. In their con- 
fusion, they fled before a much smaller number of soldiers. 
They were so surprised and bewildered that they attacked 
each other thinking they were smiting the Israelites. God 
granted Israel a complete victory. 
10. Where were the trumpets ~ 1 2 d  Pidchers obtained? 7:16 

These were normal for an army of 10,000. These were 
the normal supplies for the commissary or kitchen crew of 
the army. No doubt, these were humble, earthen pitchers 
used for holding liquids of various natures. The trumpets 
would have been in the hands of those who signaled the 
marching of the army. The noise, the lights, and the 
divided attack routed the Midianites. 
11. What was the meaning o f  Gideon’s battle cry? 7:18 

The word for sword does not appear in this verse, but 
it is in verse 14 and it appears again in verse 20. The 
main idea of the cry was that the victory would be to the 
glory of God. In addition, Gideon would gain the respect 
of the men of Israel and strike terror into the hearts of 
the enemy. Gideon was God’s inspired leader and de- 
liverer of the people of Israel. Only by God’s power was 
Gideon able to win a war against the much larger force 
of the Midianites. God was working a mighty deliverance 
by a man who was following God’s guidance. It was most 
appropriate for the soldiers to adopt this battle cry. 
12. How were the urticles used? 7:20 

The lights were kept in the pitchers until they were 
exposed by breaking the pitchers. The trumpets were 
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JUDGES 7; 22-24 

blown to indicate how many companies of soldiers were 
in the camp, 111 addition, t h e  noise would be tremendous, 
striking terror into the hearts of the opposing soldiers, and 
a t  t he  same time, encouraging the army of Gideon. 
13. What additiorial factor affected the mult of the battle? 

7 :  22 
In the midst of the confusion, the Midianites, ‘Ama- 

lelrites, and the children of the East attacked one another. 
As the  verse says, “And the Lord set every man’s sword 
against his fellow.” The Israelites had lights, but the 
enemies were fighting in darkness. The enemy was expect- 
ing many more soldiers than those bearing the  lights and 
the trumpets and thought surely some of their own fellows 
were Israelites. As a result the  victory was completely 
Israel’s. 
14. What titibes ?.allied to  Gidron’s aid? 7:23 

The men of Israel out of the tribes of Naphtali, Asher, 
and Manasseh joined in the pursuit of the Midianites. 
Gideon also called men from the tribe of Ephraim to take 
the fords of the Jordan so that the Midianites would not 
be able to get across into the Transjordan area, from which 
Lhey had come. Issachar was directly involved in the  war 
since the battle was fought in her territory, and it may 
be presumed that they were also rallying to assist since 
there is no word t o  the contrary. Their tribes were in 
the northern part of Israel, and there is no mention of 
the tribes beyond t h e  Jordan or the southern tribes coming 
to fight in the battle. 

Gideon’s Victoly 7 :24-2 5 
24 And Gideon sent messengers throughout all mount 

Ephraim, saying, Come down against the Midianites, and 
t a k e  before them the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. 
Then all the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, 
and took the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. 
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7:24,25 STUDIES IN JOSHUA- JUDGES-RUTH 

25 And they took two princes of the Midianites, Oreb 
and Zeeb; and they slew Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and 
Zeeb they slew a t  the winepress of Zeeb, and pursued 
Midian, and brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon 
on the other side Jordan. 

1J .  What were the waters of Beth-barah? 7:24 
The name Beth-barah is a compound of two Hebrew 

words, beth and barah, and it means “house of the ford.” 
Presumably, these fords were the outlets of the streams 
which ran down from the mountains of Ephraim in the 
vicinity of Beth-shan, where Gideon won his victory. It 
was a t  this place that Jacob crossed the Jordan on his 
return from Haran, and it was here that Jephtha slew the 
Ephraimites in a later episode. Van de Velde identified 
this spot as the crossing of the Jordan, which is on the 
road from Nablus in Israel to Es Salt in Jordan. 
16. What were the “Rock of Oreb” and the “Winepress 

of Zeeb?” 7:25 
They were west of Jordan where Ephraim possessed 

the fords. The winepress was probably in the vicinity. 
These locations were so named because Zeeb and Oreb 
were slain there. These memorials were probably well 
known in the days when Judges was written. The land 
of Israel abounds in rocks, stones, winepresses, altars, and 
other reminders of the way in which God blessed His 
people. These two memorials were of that nature. 

TEN QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER 7 
1. What was Gideon’s other name? 
2. Where was the army of Israel when they fought 

Midian? 
3.  How many soldiers did Gideon have a t  the outset of 

the battle? 
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4. How many were fearful and returned home? 
5 .  To what number was the army finally reduced? 
6. What was the name of Gideon’s servant? 
7. What was destroyed by the barley cake in the soldier’s 

dream? 
8. What was the battle cry of the soldiers of Israel? 
9. What were the names of the two princes of Midian 

slain by Gideon’s men? 
IO. What other people were with the Midianites in the 

battle ? 

A DIGEST OF CHAPTER 8 
Vv. 1- 9 Gideods pzirsuit of the M i d i a d e s .  The men 

of Ephraini asked why they had not been 
I 
I 

I 

called to help in the beginning of the battle, 
I Since they had rendered valuable service in 

holding the fords of the  Jordan, Gideon compli- 

beyond the Jordan, refused to aid Gideon; and 

of the fleeing armies of Midianites, Amalekites, 

I I mented them; and their anger subsided. The 
1 men in Succoth and the men in Penuel, sites 

he threatened them as he continued his pursuit 

and the children of the East. 

I 

I 

I 
I 

~ 

Vv. 10-21 The slaughter of tJw armies of Mz’diaw. The 
two kings, Zebah and Zalmunna, were caught 
in Transjordan and put to death. The men 
who had refused to aid Gideon’s cause were 
punished, Spoils of war were obtained, and 
Gideon returned to his home in victory, 

Vv. 22-3 5 Israel’s continued idolatry. Gideon asked for 
the gold of the spoils to  be given to him. H e  
made an ephod of it. Whether it was worn 
or not has not been made clear, but one thing 
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