INTRODUCTION TO
LUKE

Luke, “our dear doctor” (Col. 4:14), was a doctor of medicine and a
historian. He was a close companion of Paul, and was with him during both
the first and second imprisonments at Rome (Col. 4:14; Philemon 24;
2 Tim. 4:11). He was not a Jew. His name, his style of writing, and his
pattern of thought, all point to Greek training. He may have been one of
the first Gentile converts at the metropolitan city of Antioch (Acts
11:20-21), where the first Gentile church outside the borders of Palestine
was planted.

Both Matthew and John were “eyewitnesseses” of the life of Christ.
Mark based his work on the “‘eyewitness account” of Peter. Luke draws
on authentic material already in circulation, and carefully studies and
compares it [he says this in Luke 1:1-4], probably consulting with Paul
about it. In every case, these writers wrote under the guidance of God
[inspirATION] and what they wrote was ExacTLY what God wanted them
to write (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

Evidence points to Luke writing this Gospel while Paul was imprisoned
at Caesarea (Acts 23:33; 24:27). Luke probably wrote the Acts during
Paul’s first imprisonment at Rome, since he was there with him, and,
because the Book of Acts terminates with Paul’s first imprisonment and
mentions nothing of the years between the release in 63-64 A.D. and the
second imprisonment of 68 A.D. Luke’s statement in Acts 1:1 shows the
Gospel of Luke already written when the Acts is begun. With the death
of Jesus being in 30 A.D. [by the corrected calendar], this means both
Luke and Acts were written within 34 years of the Cross. In fact, of all the
New Testament writers, only John wrote later than this, toward the end
of the First Century [the Gospel of John, 1,2,3 John, Revelation].
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Introduction

Dear Theophilus:

1 Many have done their best to write a report
of the things that have taken place among us.
*They wrote what we have been told by those
who saw these things from the beginning and
proclaimed the message. *And so, your Excel-
lency, because I have carefully studied all these
matters from their beginning, I thought it good
to write an orderly account for you. ‘I do this so
that you will know the full truth of all those
matters which you have been taught.

The Birth of John the Baptist Announced
*During the time when Herod was king of the

land of Israel, there was a priest named Zecha--

riah, who belonged to the priestly order of
Abijah. His wife’s name was Elizabeth; she also

Introduction

Many have undertaken
1 to draw up an account of
the things that have been
fulfilled among us, just as
they were handed down to
us by those who from the
first were eyewitnesses and
setvants of the word, There-
fore, since I myself have
carefully investigated every-
thing from the beginning,
it seemed good also to me to
write an orderly account for
you, most excellent Theo-
philus, so that you may
know the certainty of the
things you have been taught,

The Birth of John the Baptist
Foretold

In the time of Herod, king
of Judea, there was a priest
named Zechariah, who be-
longed to the griestly divi-
sion of Abijah; his wife Eliz-
abeth was also a descendant

1-2. Dear Theophilus. The name means “one who loves God.” Acts is also addressed to him. We
know nothing more about him. Many have done their best, It is human nature to write down important
things and share them with others, Alford (Greek Testament) says: “I believe the only probable inter-
pretation of the words to be, that many persons, in charge of Churches, or otherwise induced, drew up,
here and there, statements (narratives, DIEGESIN) of the testimony of eye-witnesses and ministers of
the word, so far as they themselves had been able to collect them.” The ‘“‘many” [which does not include
the other Gospels] had done their best, but it is implied that their work was incomplete.

3-4, Because I have carefully studied. Luke had made a careful examination of all available material,
and he had the assistance of the apostle Paul, So that you will know the full truth. Luke wants to make
the full truth of the history of Christ available to Theophilus, Things put in writing are put in
permanent form. Which you have been taught. Theophilus knew these facts about Jesus, but Luke’s
Gospel would be valuable to show the accuracy of these things.

S, During the time when Herod was king. Herod the Great (see note on Matt, 2:1). A priest named
Zechariah, Not a “‘chief priest,” one of the lower ranks. Order of Abijah. All the priests were grouped
in twenty-four orders. The “Order of Abijah’ was the eighth (I Chron. 24;10). Each Order took
charge of the temple worship in sequence, for a week at a time beginning on the Sabbath, The “heads”
of these twenty-four Orders are the “chief priests,” His wife’s name was Elizabeth. She is also from a
ptiestly family, so John the Baptist is of ‘‘priestly descent’’ on both sides of his family.
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belonged to a priestly family. °They both lived 3fﬁ;fl‘:‘}n%§tehs‘l’§;{‘f)'}‘§§£e 6
good lives in God’s sight, and obeyed fully all | o servin% all thed Lorcll’s

the Lo_rd’s commandmer_lts and rules. "They had fg‘::’gg,,‘;f;‘;;",,;:gggy 7
no children because Elizabeth could not have l;:?_d lx’mthchildrf’n, becausg
any, and she and Zechariah were both very old. th;z;wgm i w:ﬁ‘:{“;n;“in

®0One day Zechariah was doing his work as a YRS e &
prlest before God, taking his turn in the daily division W‘;;;;, dufy e ho

service. *According to the custom followed by was serving a riest ll;ei;orte 9

the priests, he was chosen by lot to. burn the | JiCoidin o :hgsggs_m{;o%_

incense on the altar. So he went into the temple :he Pfies?:ﬁ“i’ tcago lgtgthe
10 1 : empie o e Lord an urn

of the Lord, ‘°while the crowd of people outside | iicerce”and when the time 10
prayed during the hour of burning the incense. | for the l});x}:'mng ofb incense
i s came, al € assembled wor-
""An angel of the Lord appeared to him, stand- | gioci<'were prayingoutside.

ing at the right side of the altar where the incense | Then anangel of the Lord 11
was burned. ?When Zechariah saw him he was :%’fg:‘;‘éhtt"sig;“gf Standing

troubled and felt afraid. **But the angel said to | ofincense. When Zechariah 12

him. “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! God has [ 2% ‘;‘r‘}‘l;;edwv‘jftffaf?ﬁ‘ ;‘;‘1 13
heard your prayer, and your wife Elizabeth will | the a‘;lgel fsai(zi to Zhin}ll: “[1)10
s . not be afraid, Zechariah;
bear you a son. You are to name him John. your peayer has been heatd.
“How glad and happy you will be, and how | Yourwife Elizabeth will bear
o you a son and you are to give

him the name John. He will 14
be a joy and delight to you,
and many will rejoice be-

cause of his birth, for he will 15

6. They both lived good lives in God’s sight. Great men of God almost always come from parents who
live holy lives. (Compare 2 Tim. 1:5).

8. Was doing his work as a priest. Zechariah came to Jerusalem once every twenty-four weeks, to
serve his week in the temple with others of the Order of Abijah.

9. He was chosen by lot. In order to remove the “human element,” specially marked stones were used
to determine who was to do each separate part of the worship to God (compare Prov. 16:33; Acts 1:26).
So he went into the temple of the Lord. Into the Holy Place. Philo mentions an Altar of Incense placed
between the- Seven-branched Lampstand and the [table which held] the Bread of the Presence.
[Hebrews-9:4 speaks of a “gold altar for the burning of incense” in the Most Holy Place (Holy of
Holies) in the Tent (the portable temple orzgmally used in the Wilderness).] Incense was burned on the
altar in the Holy Place each morning and evenmg This was such an honor, that no one was permitted
to do this more than once. It brought the serving priest closer to the Divine Presence in the Most Holy
Place than any other priestly service, and because of the special blessing connected with it, it was
believed that all should have their time to share in it.

10. While the crowd of people outside prayed. People were in the Court of Israel and the Women’s
Court. Incense was symbolic of prayer (Psalm 141:2; Rev. 5:8). At the time the priest began to burn
the incense, a bell signaled the people, who joined in prayer in deep silence.

11. An angel of the Lord appeared. Gabriel (verse 19).

13. Don’t be afraid, Zechariah. The angel brings a message of hope! God has heard your prayer. They
felt it was a dlsgrace to be ch:ldless, and had ptayed continually for a child. You are to name him John.
John means “God-given.’
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happy many others will be when he is born! !*He
will be a great man in the Lord’s sight. He must
not drink any wine or strong drink. From his
very birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit.
16He will bring back many of the people of Israel
to the Lord their God. {"He will go ahead of him,
sttong and mighty like the prophet Elijah. He
will bring fathers and children together again;
he will turn the disobedient people back to the
way of thinking of the righteous; he will get the
Lord’s people ready for him.”
18Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know
if this is so? I am an old man and my wife also
is old.”

19¢T am Gabriel,” the angel answered. “I
stand in the presence of God, who sent me to
speak to you and tell you this good news. **But
you have not believed my message, which will
come true at the right time. Because you have
not believed you will be unable to speak; you
will remain silent until the day my promise to
you comes true.”

2tTn the meantime the people were waiting for
Zechariah, wondering why he was spending such

be great in the sight of the
Lord, He is never to take
wine or other fermented
drink, and he will be filled
with the Holy Spirit even
from birth, Many of the
geogle of Israel will he bring

ack to the Lord their God,
And he will go on before the
Lord, in the spirit and power
of Elijah, to turn the hearts
of the fathers to their child-
ren and the disobedient to
the wisdom of the right-
eous—to make ready a
people prepared for the
Lord.”

Zechatiah  asked the
angel, “How can I be sure of
this? I am an old man and
my wife is well along in
years.”

The angel answered, “I
am Gabriel. I stand in the
presence of God, and I have
been sent to speak to you
and to tell you this good
news, And now you will be
silent and not able to speak
until the day this happens,
because you did not believe
my words, which will come
true at their proper time."”

Meanwhile, the people
were waiting for Zechariah
and wondering why he stay-
ed so long in the temple.

18

15. He must not drink any wine or strong drink, John was to be & Nazarite (see the law of Nazarites,

Numbers 6). [Jesus was a Nazarene, something entirely different.]
16. He will bring back. See Mark 1:1-5.

17. Strong and mighty like the prophet Elijah. The way he looked, the way he dressed, and the way he

lived, all reminds us of Elijah. See note on Matt. 16:14. He will bring fathers and children together

again. The language of Mal, 4:5-6. The Law of Moses is about to be superseded by the Good News of
Jesus Christ. He will get the Lord's people ready for him. He was the ‘“‘advance man,” getting things
ready for Jesus to begin his teaching tour of Palestine, which could climax in the Cross. John began a
“renewal movement” in Palestine. The common people loved both John and Jesus. The Jewish leaders
rejected them both,

18. How shall I lmow? He wanted a miraculous sign. )

19. I am Gabriel. The word of an angel was sign enough! I stand in the presence of God. See Rev, 8:2;
Dan, 8:15-18; Heb. 1:14.

20, You will remain silent. He would not be able to utter a sound.

21. The people were waiting for Zechariah. Those who were praying in the courts waited until the priest
who burned incense came out to dismiss them with a benediction. They wondered why he did not
come out.
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a long time- in the temple. *When he came out
he could not speak to them, and so they knew
that he had seen a vision in the temple. Unable
to say a word, he made signs to them with his
hands. .

2*When his period of service in the temple was
over, Zechariah went back home.: **Some: time
later his wife Elizabeth became pregnant, and
did not leave the house for five months. >*“Now

at last the Lord has helped me in this way,” she

said. ‘““He has taken away my public disgrace!”
The Birth of Jesus Announced '

2¢In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy
God sent the angel Gabriel to a town in Galilee
named Nazareth. *’He had a message for a girl
promised in marriage to a man named Joseph,
who was a descendant of King David. The girl’s
name was Mary. 2*The angel came to her and
said, “Peace be with you! The Lord is with you,
and has greatly blessed you!”

»Mary was deeply troubled by the angel’s
message, and she wondered what his. words
meant. *°The angel said to her. “Don’t be afraid,
Mary, because God has been gracious to you.

When he came out, he could 22
not speak to them. They re-
alized he had seen a visionin
the temple, for he kept mak- .
ing signs to them but re-
mained unable to speak.

When his time of service 23
was completed, he returned
home. After this his wife 24
Elizabeth became. pregnant
and for five months re-
mained in seclusion. ‘““The 25
Lord has done this for me,”
she said. “In these days he
has shown his favor and
taken away my disgrace
among the people.”

The Birth of Jesus Foretold

In the sixth month, God 26
sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27
to a virgin pledged to be
married to a man named
Joseph, a descendant of
David. The virgin’s name
was Mary. The angel went-to 28
her and said, “Greetings,
you who are highly favored!
The Lord is with you.”

Mary was greatly troubled 29
at his words and wondered
what kind of greeting this
might be. But the angel said 30
to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, you have found favor

22. He could not speak to them. This was the sign. They knew he had seen a vision. But Gabrie! was
not a vision, he had been there in person.

23. Zechariah went back home. After he had completed his week of serving in the temple, he returned
to his home in the hill country (verse 39). The town is not identified.

24. And did not leave the house for five months. Her age might be the reason for this, but more likely
she stayed in the house to spend more time in worship to Ged. )

25. He has taken away my public disgrace. To be childless in Israel was a public disgrace. Compare
Gen. 16:1-3; 30:1-2.

26. To a town in Galilee named Nazareth. To the home of Mary, Matthew tells of a later visit of the
angel to Joseph (Matt. 1:20-25), but does not tell the angel’s name.

27. He had a message for a girl. This girl was a vircIn - “‘The Virgin” of Isaiah 7:14 (see note on Matt.
1:23). Promised in marriage. Equivalent to being married. See note on Matt. 1:19.Who was a
descendant of King David. Both Mary (the mother of Jesus) and Joseph (the LEGAL father of Jesus) were
descendants of King David.

30-33. Don’t be afraid. In the angel’s words we have: (1) relief of anxiety, Don’t be afraid; (2) a
promise, Give birth to a son; (3) a command, You will name him Jesus; (4) a prophecy, He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High God. His kingdom will never end! Compare Acts
15:15-18; Matt. 16:18-19.
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3'You will become pregnant and give birth to a
son, and you will name him Jesus. **He will be
great and will be called the Son of Most High
God. The Lord God will make him a king, as

his ancestor David was, **and he will be the king

of the descendants of Jacob forever; his kingdom
will never end!”

Mary said to the angel, “I am a virgin. How,
then, can this be?”

5The angel answered, ‘“The Holy Spirit will
come on you, and God’s power will rest upon
you. For this reason the holy child will be called
the Son of God. **Remember your relative Eliza-
beth. It is said that she cannot have children;
but she herself is now six months pregnant, even
though she is very old. *’For there is not a thing
that God cannot do.”

384T am the Lord’s servant,” said Mary; ‘“‘may
it happen to me as you have said.”” And the angel
left her.

Mary Visits Elizabeth ,

39Soon afterward Mary got ready and hurried
off to the hill country, to a town in Judea, *°She
went into Zechariahs house and greeted Eliza-
beth. “‘When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,
the baby moved within her, Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit, “*and spoke in a loud voice,
“You are the most blessed of all women, and
blessed is the child you will bear! **Why should
this great thing happen to me, that my Lord’s

with God, You will be with 31
-child and give birth to a son,
and you are to give him the
name Jesus, He will be great 32
and will be called the Son of
the Most High, The Lord
God will give him the throne

of his father Dayid, and he 33
will reign over the house of
Jacob forever; his kingdom
will never end.”’

“How can this be,” Mary 34
asked the angel, ‘‘since I am
avirgin?” :

The angel answered, “The 35
Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow
you. So the holy one to be
botn will be called the Son of
God. Even Elizabeth your
relative is going to have a
child in her old age, and she
who was said to be barren is
in her sixth month. For
nothing is impossible with
God.”

“T am the Lord’s servant,”
Mary answered. “‘May it be
to me as you have said.”
Then the angel left her.

Mary Visits Elizabeth

At that time Mary got
ready and hurried to a town
in the hill country of Judah,
where she entered Zechari- 40
ah’s home and greeted
Elizabeth, When Elizabeth 41
heard Mary’s greeting, the
baby leaped in her womb,
and Elizabeth was filled with
the Holy Spitit, In a loud 42
voice she exclaimed: ‘‘Bless-
ed are you among women,
and blessed is the child you
will bear! But why am I so 43
favored, that the mothet of
my Lord should come to me?

39

34-38. Mary said to the angel. Compare what the angel told Joseph in Matt, 1:19-25 (see notes there),
and see what Christ taught about divorce in Matt. 19:1-9 (see notes there).

39. Soon afterward. Because of what the angel said to her. Hurried off to the hill country. The central
plateau of Judea. Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Hebron were all on this plateau. We are not told which

town Elizabeth lived in,

41, The baby moved within her. Luke intends to imply something more than the natural movemehts of
an unborn child. Note Elizabeth is in the sixth month of her pregnancy (verse 26).

42.45, Elizabeth speaks in the poetic imagery of the Middle East, and she speaks as a prophet. My
Lord’s mother. Mary was to be the mother of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. [Note the pre-existence of
Tesus (Col, 1:15-17). Jesus was born of a human mother to take human form (Gal. 4:4; Heb. 2:14).]
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mother comes to visit me? *“For as soon ag I
peard your greeting, “the baby within me | & o baty in gy womb leaped
jumped with gladness. “*How happy are you to [ for joy. Blessed is she who 45

believe that the Lord’s message to you will come | has belicved that what the

As scon as the sound of your 44
greeting -reached my ears,

true!” ) accomplished!”
Mary’s Song of Praise Mary's Song
46 s ' And Mary said: 46
l\fary saxd, . “My soul praises the Lord
My heart praises the Lord; gd my spirit rejoices in 47
47 : 1 1 od my Savior,
“my soul is glad because of God my.Sav1or, for T T e imdful of 48
because he has remembered me, his lowly the humble state
of his servant.

servant! ,
From now on all people will call me happy,
because of the great things the Mighty
God has done for me.
His name is holy;
°he shows mercy to those who fear him,
from one generation to another.
$tHe stretched out his mighty arm ~
and scattered the proud with all their
plans.
2He brought down mighty kings from their
thrones,
and lifted up the lowly.
$*He filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away with empty
hands.
$*He kept the promise he made to our
ancestors,
and came to the help of his servant
Israel; . -

From now on all genera-
tons will call me blessed, -
for the Mighty One has 49
done great things
for me—
holy is his name,

His mercy extends to those S0
who fear him, from gen-
eration to generation,

He has performed mighty 51
deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those
who are proud in their
inmost thoughts.

He has brought down 52

- rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the
humble, -

He has filled the hungry 53
with %lood things but has
sent thetichawayempty.

He has helped his servant -54
Israel, remembering to
be merciful

46-55. Mary said. Mary is also filled with the Holy Spirit. These two holy women are the first human
prophets of the New Testament Age. Mary speaks the language of the Psalms. In verses 46-49, she
praises God for his unusual gift of grace to her. In verses 50-53, she praises God because he brings
down the proud, but lifts up the humble. In verses 54-55, she praises God because the ancient promise
to Abraham is now being made to come true, and humble Israel will be lifted up by this. God my Savior.
Mary includes herself among the lost. She herself would receive salvation through God’s act in Jesus
Christ (compare Heb. 9:15). Will call me happy. It was a great honor to be the human mother of the
Messiah. We see Abraham called “happy,” because he is the father of the faithful; Paul, because he is
the apostle to the Gentiles; and Peter, because he was first to preach the Good News. To show mercy to
Abraham. See Gen. 12:1-3; 13:14-17; 15:5. And to all his descendants forever! Gal. 3:29 shows the
promise fulfilled in Christ as The Descendant, and that everyone who is 1v Christ is a“descendant
of Abraham.” ’
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5%he remembered to show mercy to Abra-
ham
and to all his descendants forever]”
$6Maty stayed about three months with Eliza-
beth and then went back home.

The Birth of John the Baptist

$"The time came for Elizabeth to have her
baby, and she gave birth to a son. **Her neigh-
bots and relatives heard how wonderfully good
the Lord had been to her, and they all rejoiced
with her.

$When the baby was a week old they came to
circumcise him; they were going to name him
Zechariah, his father’s name. °But his mother
said, “No! His name will be John.”

“'They said to het, ‘“But you don’t have any
relative with that namel”” 2Then they made signs
to his father, asking him what name he would
like the boy to have.

©3Zechariah asked for a writing pad and wrote
““His name is John.” How surprised they all were!
64At that moment Zechariah was able to speak
again, and he started praising God. **The neigh-
bors wete all filled with fear, and the news about
rthese things spread through all the hill country
of Judea. **Everyone who heard of it thought
about it and asked, “What is this child going to
be?” It was plain that the Lord’s power was with
him,

to Abraham and his de- 55
scendants forever,
even as he said to our
fathers.”
Mary stayed with Eliza- 56
beth for about three months
and then returned home.

The Birth of John the Baptist

When it was time for Eliz- 57
abeth to have her baby, she
gave birth to a son. Her 58

| neighbors and  relatives

heard that the Lord had
shown her great mercy, and
they shared her joy.

On the eighth day they 59
cameto circumcise the child,
and they were going to name
him after his father Zechari-
ah, but his mother spoke up 60
and said, “No! He is to be
called John,”

They said to her, “Thete 61
is no one among your rela-
tives who has that name.”

Then they made signs to 62
his father, to find out what
he would like to name the
child. He asked for a writing 63
tablet, and to everyone’s
astonishment he wrote, ‘‘His
name is John.” Immediately 64
his mouth was opened and
his tongue was loosed, and
he began to speak, praisin
God. The neighbors were all 65
filled with awe, and through-
out the hill country of Judea
people were talking about all
these things, Everyone who 66
heard this wondered about
it, asking, “What then is
this child going to be?” For
;he Lord’s hand was with

im.

59. When the baby was a week old. On the eighth day Jewish boy babies were circumcised and named
(Gen. 17:12). [Circumcise: to cut off the foreskin of a Jewish baby boy as a sign of God’s covenant with
the people of Israel (Gen. 17:9-14).] They were going to name him Zechariah. This was the custom.

63. Asked for a writing pad and wrote. He still could not make a sound. His name is John. See verse 13.
65. The nelghbors were all filled with fear. Because of the unusual things'which had happened.
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Zechariah’s Prophecy

¢’John’s father Zechariah was filled with the

Holy Spirit, and he spoke God’s message,

68¢Let us praise the Lord, the God of Israel!

He came to the help of his people and
set them free.
89He provided a mighty Savior for us,
who is a descendant of his servant David.
°Long ago by means of his holy prophets
he said this:.
*he promiseéd to save us from our ene-
mies,
and from the powet of all those who
hate us.
2He said he would show mercy to our
ancestors,
and remember his sacred covenant.

"<7*He made a solemn promise to our ances-

Zechariah’s Song

His father Zechariah was 67
filled with the Holy Spirit
and prophesied:

‘“Praise the Lord, the God 68
of Israel, because he has
come and has redeemed
his people.

He has raised up a horn of 69
of salvation for us in the
house of his servant
David

(as he said through his 70
holy prophets of long
ago),
salvation from our 71
enemies and from the
hand of all who hate us—

to show mercy to our 72
fathers and to remember
his holy covenant, the 73
oath he swore to our
father Abraham:

to rescue us from the hand 74
of our enemies, and to
enable us to serve him

without fear in holiness 75

tor Abraham, and righteousness before
and vowed that he would rescue us him all our days.
) . And you, my child, will be 76
from ouf enemies, . . called a %rophet of the
and allow us to serve him without fear; Most High; for you will

go on before the Lord to

75to be holy and righteous before him, prepate the way for him,

all the days of our life.
76You my child, will be called a prophet of
the Most High God.
You will go ahead of the Lord
to prepare his road for him;

67. And he spoke God’s message. Prophecy is speaking by the inspiration of God. As soon as Zechariah
can speak again, he immediately begins to praise God, and to predict the future work of John,

68-75. Let us praise the Lord. Zechariah’s prophecy is in Hebrew thought and idiom. This shows the
influence that molded John’s character as he grew up as Zechariah’s son. A mighty savier for us.
Compare Phil. 2:6-11. By means of his holy prophets. The symbolism and rituals of the Old Testament
point to Jesus. He was the totality of all their predictions! Jesus was Abraham’s promised Descendant,
Moses’ Prophet; Isaiah’s Emmanuael; Ezekiel's Shepherd; Daniel’s Holy One: all these and others,
pointing to his Coming. Vowed that he would rescue us. Zechariah no doubt thinks of the Roman
Occupation Troops as he says this. [God’s vow is found in Gen 22:16-17. See Heb. 6:13-18. The
promise was completely fulfilled in the First Coming of Jesus and the climax of the Cross and
Resurrection.] '

76-79. You, my child. Zechariah’s prophecy points to John’s future role. A prophet of the Most High
God. John would be the greatest of the Old Testament prophets [not counting Jesus himself]. See
what Jesus said about him in Luke 7:28. By having thelr sins forgiven. The next verses give a brief
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o tell his people that they will be saved, to givle dhis If)eop}e the 77
: S0l H knowledge of salvation
by having _thelr sins forgiven. fhrongh the forgivencs
70ur God is merciful and tender. of their sins,
He will cause the bright dawn of salva- bf::r‘gf ogfouig‘eG(}gndg; 8
. . )
tion to rise on us, which risin su}rlx will
79 3 come to us from heaven
and S.hm.e from heaven on all those to shine on those living in 79
who live in the dark shadow of darkness and in the
death shadow of death,
i . to guide our feet into the
to guide our steps into the path of path of peace.”
peace ” And the child grew and 80
‘. . became strong in spirit; and
8T'he child grew and developed in body and | helived in the desert until he
spitit. He lived in the desert until the day when | appeared publicly to Tsracl.
he would appear publicly to the people of Israel.
The Birth of Yesus
The Birth of Jesus o) Xl thct)se ) dayi1 %aesar
ugustus 1ssued a aecree
(AlSO Mazt, 1.18-25) that ag census should be
. taken of the entire Roman
At that time Emperor Augustus sent out an | world. (This was the first 2
2 order for all the citizens of the Empire to | census that took place while
, 2 . Quirinius was governor of
register themselves for the census. *When his | Syria) And everyone went 3
first census took place, Quirinius was the gover- | t© ;gs Jf’:;gp;f’“gfsy‘ffeﬁlffi; 4
nor of Syria, °Everyone, then, went to register | from the town of Nazarethin
himself, each to his own town, Galilee to Judea, to Bethle-
4 . hem the town of David, be-
Joseph went from the town of Nazareth, in [ cause he belonged to the
Galilee, to Judea, to the town named Bethlehem,
where King David was born. Joseph went there

statement of the Good News. Our God is merciful and tender, Because he is merciful and tender, he
is about to act in history to cause the bright dawn of salvation to rise on us. The Good News will tell
that condemnation can be taken away, and men [and women] can be “put right with God.”” See Rom,
8:1-4; John 3;16-17; Eph. 2:4-10.

80, He lived in the desert. The nature of John's public life later, points to a childhood lived as a kind
of “holy hermit.” This is similar to what the childhood of Elijah must have been, since that prophet
grew up among the semi-nomadic people of the land of Gilead. 2 Kings 2:8.

1. At that time Emperor Augustus. Augustus Caesar, nephew and heir of Julius Caesar, was now the
ruler of the civilized world. Herod was king of Judea, but Augustus Caesar was ovet him. To register
themselves for the census. The word “tax’ formerly meant “to register for the census,” since in
ancient times, the two things went together,

2. When this firs¢ census took place. This reference to Quirinius as the governor of Syria clearly identi-
fled the time this happened, and Theophilus would cleatly understand it. Scholars pinpoint the birth of
Jesus in 4 B.C. by our calendar (which is in error, since it is supposed to date from the birth of Christ].

3. Each to his own town. Jewish and Roman customs were mixed together, The Jews registered people
by Tribes and Families. Joseph was of the Family of David, and would have to register in David’s town.

4. Joseph went from the town of Nazareth. There is no record of how long he had been living, in
Galilee. To the town named Bethlehem. This was David’s town, because he had been born there,
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because he was a descendant of David. *He went | house and line ggg?s‘:gdm}tlﬁ
to register himself with Mary, who was promised | Mary, who was pledged to
: : ‘A hi a1’ H be married to him and was

in marriage to him. She was p_regnant, and while | expecting o child, While 6
they were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to | they were there, l:he tinge
7 H came for the baby to be

have her b_aby_. She gave bn'_th t_o h.er first son, born, and she gave birth to 7
wrapped him in cloths and laid him in a manger | her firstborn, & son. Shef
—_ : L wrapped him in strips o
there was no room for them to stay in the inn. cloth and placed him in &
manger, because there was
The Shepherds and the Angels no room for them in the inn.
There were some shepherds in that part of R‘;ms‘“l"‘“"’ and  the

the countr_y who were spepdmg the9 night in the And there were shepherds 8
fields, taking care of their flocks. An angel of | living out in the ll:lelds near-
by, keeping watch over their

the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of t_he o e n%ght_ A angel of 9
Lord shone over them. They were terribly afraid, thed L(})lrd alppeati‘d ;10 ﬂici’m(i
10 1 ¢4 ’ 1 and the glory of the Lor
but the ang_el said to them, “Don’t be. afralsi! fhone amund them. and

I am here with good news for you, which will | they were terrified. But the 10
angel said to them, “Do not
be afraid. I bring you good
news of great joy that will be

5. He went to register himself with Mary. Women had to be registered too, and Mary was also of the
Family of David. She would also be assessed the tax. _

6. The time came for her to have her baby. The order from Emperor Augustus fulfilled scripture by
bringing Mary and Joseph here, so Jesus would be born in Bethlehem (see Micah 5:1-2).

7. She gave birth to her first son. PRoTOTOKON. The language implies that Mary would be the mother
of other children. See note on Matt. 1:25; John 2:12. Wrapped him in cloths. New-born children were
wrapped tightly in a long, narrow cloth. And laid him in 2 manger. In the animal’s feeding trough.
Tradition places the birth in a cave behind the inn. Justin Martyr mentions a prophecy in Isa. 33:16
[Septuagint] which reads: *‘He shall dwell in a high cave of a strong rock: bread shall be given him, and
his water shall be sure.”” Caves are used to house animals in most rocky countries. The number of
people who came to Bethlehem to register for the census crowded the inn, so there was no room for
Mary and Joseph to stay. Also, the more private cave would be better for the birth to take place, and,
when Jesus came as a human being, he stooped to its most humble circumstances. {Inn: built on the
plan of an Eastern house, but much larger. Four rows of rooms, enclosing a large yard with a well at the
center. The outer wall is usually of brick on a stone foundation. The rooms are entered from the yard,
and the rooms themselves are built two or three feet above the surface of the yard. Below and behind
the row of rooms was the stable, which could be a cave, or a long room ot row of rooms. The floor of the
guest rooms was often extended into the stable to form a shelf to hold the food for the animals.}

8. There were some shepherds. David guarded his flocks of sheep here. Who were spending the night
in the fields. At this time of the year, they stayed out in the open, guarding their sheep from wild
animals and thieves. This argues against a winter date for the birth.

9. An angel of the Lord. An angel announced the coming birth of Jesus; an army of angels praise
God at Jesus’ birth; an angel strengthens Jesus at the temptation; an angel strengthens Jesus in the
garden; at his raising from death, an angel rolls the stone away from the grave; as he was taken up to
heaven, angels go along with him; when he comes to judge the world, his holy angels will come with him.
10. I am here with Good News for you. The bright dawn of salvation was about to shine on the whole
human race. Which will bring great joy to all the people. The barrier between Jew and Gentile was
about to be broken down. God’s Truth was to be made available to the Gentiles as well as to the Jews.
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bring great joy to all the people. *'This very day
in David’s town your Savior was born—Christ
the Lord! 1*What will prove it to you is this: you
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in
a manger.” :
3Suddenly a great army of heaven’s angels
appeared with the angel, singing praises to God,

for all the people. Today
in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is
Christ the Lord, This will be
a sign to you: You will find a
baby wrapped in strips of
cloth and lying ina manger,”

Suddenly a great company
of the heavenly host appear-
ed with the angel, praising

1

12

13

14Glory to God in the highest heaven, God and saying,
and peace on earth to those with hiofy, 10 God o the 14

whom he is pleased!”

15When the angels went away from them back
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has happened, that the Lord has told us.”

1650 they hurried off and found Mary and
Joseph, and saw the baby lying in the manger.
17When the shepherds saw him they told them
what the angel had said about this child. **All
who heard it were filled with wonder at what the
shepherds told them. *Mary remembered all
these things and thought deeply about them.
0The shepherds went back, singing praises to
God for all they had heard and seen; it had been
just as the angel had told them.

and on earth peace to
men on whom his favor
rests.”

When the angels had left
them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one
another, “Let's go to Bethle-
hem and see this thing that
has happened, which the
Lord has told us about.”

So they hurried off and
found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby, who was lying in
the manager. When they
had seen him, they spread
the word concerning what
had been told them about
this child, and all who heard
it were amazed at what the
shepherds said to them. But

Mary treasured up all these

things and pondered themin
her mind. The shepherds
returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the
things they had heard and
seen, which were just as they
had been told.

11. In David's town. Seven hundred years before this, the prophet had told about this day (Mica# 5:2).
See.note on Matt. 2:6. David was born here. Now David’s Son begins his earthly career in this town.
Christ the Lord. The Anointed Lord—the Messiah—which the Nation eagerly awaited.

12, What wilf prove it to you is this. The prediction of what they will find is the sign. The proof will be
the baby, the cloths, and the manger.

13, Suddenly a great army of heaven’s angels. Compare Rev. 5:11-12.

14. Glory to God. The life of Jesus upon the earth was the fulfillment of their song of praise. Every
thought, word, and action of that life was the translation of God’s Love into visible forms which humans
could see. Jesus brought glory to God and peace on earth. See note on Phil, 4:7 for the true meaning of
“peace on earth.”

16. So they hurrled off. Note how quickly they respond to the angel’s message!

19, Mary remembered all these things. A mother remembers things connected with her children.
Probably the reference here is to what the shepherds told that the angels had said.
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Jesus Is Named Yesus Presented in the
2 . Temple
A week later, when the time came for the | o, ihe eighth day, whenit 21
baby to be circumcised, he was named Jesus, the s time to cir(cim}mcise hltxlxll
3 H H 3 € was name esus, e
name which thg angel had given him before he [ .o W&, "@Hec, o8 given
had been conceived. him befote he had been con-
cetved.,
When the time of their 22
Jesus Is Presented in the Temple purification according to the
s : Law of Moses had been com-
*The time came for Joseph and Mary to do pleted},l JosephJ and1 Mary
i / took him to Jerusalem to
what the Law of Mose_s corpmanded and perform present him to the Lord (as 23
the ceremony of purification. So they took the | itiswritten in the Law of the
child to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, | Lotd, Every firstbom male
Pas it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every | Lord”), and to offer  sacti- 24
firstborn male shall be dedicated to the Lord.” | fice in keeping with what is
24They also went to offer a sacrifice of a pair of | “A pair of doves or two
] i young pigeons.”
doves or two young pigeons, as required by the N oS as & man in 25
law of the Lord. Jerusalem c}:lalled Simeon,
25 ivi H who was righteous and de-
Now there was a man living in Jerusalem vout. Ho wes waiting for the
whose name was Simeon. He was a good and | consolation of Israel, and
- i it the Holy Spirit was upon
God-fearing man, and was waiting for Isre:sl to [ o B a6
be saved. The Holy Spirit was with him, °and | him by the Holy Spirit that
iri he would not die before he
he had been _assured by the Holy Spirit that h,e B e e
would not-die before he had seen the Lord’s

21. When the time came for the baby to be circumcised. See note on Luke 1:59. Jesus lived under the
Jewish Law (Gal. 4:4). He obeyed it perfectly. He was citcumcised on the “eighth day” [a week after
birth], because it was God’s Law at that time and was to be obeyed as long as it was in force. [There is
no link between circumcision and baptism. Note that: (1) Circumcised Jews were baptized into Christ;
(2) Circumcision only applied to males, while both sexes are baptized; (3) There is no Bible basis for
saying that one takes the place of the other. Compare notes on Col. 2:11-12. He was named Jesus.
According to Jewish custom, the baby was named at the time of circumcision. The angel had given the
name, “‘Jesus’ means Savior. The Hebrew form is ‘Joshua''—*Jehovah’s Salvation.”

22. The ceremony of purification. Thirty-three days after the birth of a male child (sixty-six days for
a female child), he was to be presented at the temple with the proper ritual (see Lev. 12).

23. Every firsthorn male. Compare Num. 3:13.- All the first-born were to be presented to the Lord and
redeemed with an offering (Num. 18:15-16).

24. To offer a sacrifice. The fact that they offer two birds shows they were poor. The Law (Lev. 12:6-8)
required a lamb for a burnt offering and a pigeon or a dove for a sin offering, but allowed two birds
to be substituted by those who could not afford the lamb. Note the Magi had not yet brought their gifts.
(see note on Matt. 2:11).

25. Whose name was Simeon. He was the first prophet to declare that Christ had come. Waiting for
Israel to be saved. That is, the Coming of the Messiah. The Holy Spirit was with him. To give him
supernormal knowledge.

26. And he had been assured by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit had promised Simeon that he would
live to see the Messiah in person. .
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promised Messiah. *’Led by the Spirit, Simeon
went into the temple. When the parents brought
the child Jesus into the temple to do for him
what the Law required, **Simeon took the child
in his arms, and gave thanks to God:
2%“Now, Lord, you have kept yout promise,
and you may let your servant go in

Moved by the Spirit, he went
into the temple courts,
When the parents brought
in the child Jesus to do for
him as the custom of the
Law required, Simeon took
him in his arms and praised
God, saying:
”Sovere':jgn Lord, as you
promised,
now dismiss your servant

27

ppace. in peace.
°With my own €yes I have seen your salva- For my eyes have seen 30
tion, yout salvation,
31

*'which you have prepared in the pres-
ence of all peoples:

2A light to reveal your way to the Gentiles,

and bring glory to your people Israel.”

*The child’s father and mother were amazed
at the things Simeon said about him. **Simeon
blessed them and said to Mary, his mother,
“This child is chosen by God for the destruction
and the salvation of many in Israel. He will be
a sign from God which many people will speak
against, *Sand so reveal their secret thoughts.
And sorrow, like a sharp sword, will break your
own heart.” '

which you have 1prepared
in the sight of all people,
a light for revelation to
the Gentiles

and for glory to your
people Israel,”

The child’s father and
mother marveled at what
was said about him, Then
Simeon blessed them and
said to Mary, his mother:
“This child is destined to
cause the falling and rising
of many in Israel, and to be
a sign that will be spoken
against, so that the thoughts
of many hearts will be re-
vealed. And a sword will
pierce your own soul too.”

34

35

27. Led by the Spirit. The Holy Spirit directed him. Compare Acts 8:29. What the Law required, The
ritual of the Law was strictly obeyed, because Jesus lived under the Law.

28. And gave thanks te God. The “prophetic speeches’” of Elizabeth, Mary and Simeon form a chain,
Mary sings of the Messiah [who will come through her]; Zechariah praises the salvation of Israel; and
Simeon announces a light to the Gentiles. Note Simeon announces Jesus as a suffering Messiah (verses
34-35), who would both destroy and save.

32. A light to reveal your way. Simeon announces that God’s plans include the Gentiles. James later
quotes the prophet Amos in Acts 15:15-18, See alsoIsa, 9:2; 49:6.

33. Were amazed. That Simeon should know the child, and the things which he was predicting.

34, For the destruction and salvation of many. Christ destroyed the hopes of those who looked for a
political Messiah. Unbelievers would “fall on him’ and be broken to pieces (see notes on Matt,
21:42-44). Christ brought a universal Kingdom, prepared for all nations. Many would reach out in
faith to seize his act of sacrifice and make themselves part of it, See what Paul said in 2 Cor. 2:16,

35. And sorrow, like a sharp sword. Happiness and sotrow will both fill her heart. He would be a king,
but he must go by way of the Cross. The preaching of Christ produces either hate or love.




244 LUKE

Ch.

2

%There was a prophetess named Anna,
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was an old woman who had been married for
seven years, *’and then had been a widow for
eighty-four years. She never left the temple; day
and night she worshiped God, fasting and pray-
ing. **That very same hour she arrived and gave
thanks to God, and spoke about the child to all

There was also a prophet-
ess, Anna, the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was very old; she
had lived with her husband
seven years after her marri-
age, and then was a widow
until she was eighty-four.
She never left the temple but
worshiped night and day,
fasting and praying. Coming
up to them at that very mo-
ment, she gave thanks to

36

w

8

who were waiting for God to redeem Jerusalem.

: God and spoke about the
child to all who were looking
forward to the redemption
of Jerusalem.

When Joseph and Mary 39
had done everything re-
quired by the Law of the
Lord, they returned to Gali-
lee to their own town of Naz-
areth. And the child grew
and became strong; he was
filled with wisdom, and the
grace of God was upon him.

The Boy Jesus at the Temple

* Every year his parents 41
went to Jerusalem for the
Feast of the Passover. When 42
he was twelve years old, they
went up to the feast, accord-

The Return to Nazareth

*When they had finished doing all that was
required by the law of the Lord, they returned
to Galilee, to their home town of Nazareth. *“The
child grew and became strong; he was full of
wisdom, and God’s blessings were with him.

The Boy Jesus in the Temple

“'Eyery year the parents of Jesus went to Jeru-
salem for the Feast of Passover. ?When Jesus
was twelve years old, they went to the feast as

36. A in'ophetess named Anna. One who spoke by inspiration. Daughter of Phanuel. Who must have
been well known at that time. Of the trthe of Asher. One of the Twelve Tribes, occupying land on the
sea coast between Sidon and Carmel.

37. A widow for eighty-four years. It was not unusual for a girl to marry at twelve years of age, so
Anna must have been at least 103 years old at this time. Unusual, but still very possible. She evidently
lived inside the temple walls, and probably was given living space because of her holy life.

38. And spoke about the child. She announced to all that he was the promised child. She knew this by
inspiration.

39. They returned to Galilee. Luke does not mention the visit of the Magi, the escape into Egypt, and
the return from there. Matthew tells about this in chapter 2. To their home town of Nazareth. A
mountain village in southern Galilee. This will be the home of Jesus until he is 30 years old.

40. The child grew and became strong. He experienced human life to its fullest, by growing up in a
normal childhood. He was full of wisdom. *“The divine nature revealed its own wisdom in propottion to
the measure of the bodily growth.”—Cyril. See I Tim. 3:16, One of the riddles of time, is that the God-
man should become a baby, not only in bedy, but in mind and wisdom as well, (Compare Phil. 2:6-11.)
4_1. Went to Jerusalem. The Law required every male Jew to come to the temple at Jerusalem three
times a year, for the Feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles [also called the Feast of Booths,
and Succoth; similar to our Thanksgiving]. Women were not required to attend, but they often did, to
worship God.

42, When Jesus was twelve years old. At age twelve, a Jewish boy became a legal adult. From this
time on it would be Jesus’ personal responsibility to obey the Law.
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usual. *When the days of the feast were over,
they started back home, but the boy Jesus stayed
in Jerusalem. His parents did not know this;
“4they thought that he was with the group, so
they traveled a whole day, and then started look-
ing for him among their relatives and friends.
4They did not find him, so they went back to
Jerusalem looking for him. “¢On the third day
they found him in the temple, sitting with the
Jewish teachers, listening to them and asking
questions, *’All who heard him were amazed at
his intelligent answers. “*His parents were a-
mazed when they saw him, and his mother said
to him, ‘“Son, why have you done this to us?
Your father and I have been terribly wortied
trying to find you.”

49He answered them, “Why did you have to
look for me? Didn’t you know that I have to be in
my Father’s house?”” °But they did not under-
stand what he said to them.

51So Jesus went back with them to Nazareth,
where he was obedient to them. His mother

ing to the custom. After the 43
feast was over, while his par-
ents were returning home,
the boy Jesus stayed behind
in Jerusalem, but they were
unaware of it. Thinking he 44
was in their company, they
traveled on for a day. Then
they began looking for him
among their relatives and
friends, When they did not 45
find him, they went back to

‘Jerusalem to look for him,

After three days they found 46
him in the temple courts,
sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking
them questions. Everyone 47
who heard him was amazed

at his understanding and his
answers, When his parents 48
saw him, they were astonish-

ed. His mother said to him,
“Son, why have you treated

us like this? Your father and

1 have been anxiously
searching for you.”

“Why were you searching 49
for me?” he asked. “Didn’t
you know I had to be in my
Father’s house?” But they 50
did not understand what he
meant,

Then he went down to Na- 51
zareth with them and was
obedient to them. But his
mother treasured all these

43. When the days of the feast were over. The seven days of the Passover week. Jesus stayed in
Jerusalem. Because he was preoccupied in his talk with the Jewish teachers.

44, With the group. People traveled in large groups for protection against wild animals and bandits,
as well as to have someone to talk to. Since Jesus had probably been there every year, it would be
treasonable for them to think he was somewhere in the crowd of people. Therefore, they did not begin to
search for him until the end of the first day’s travel.

46. On the third day. That is, on the third day after they had last seen him. In the temple. There were
porches and rooms in the Women’s Court where the teachers of the Law taught classes regulatly. Sitting
with the Jewish teachers. Some of the greatest teachers in Jewish history lived about this time: Hillel,
Simeon, and Gamaliel. Asking questions. This was the normal format for classes.

49. Why did you have to look for me? Didn’t you know that I had to be in my Father's house? They
should have come straight to the temple. These words first reveal his consciousness of his “super-
normal” birth,

50. But they did not widerstand, They thought of him as “theit son,” and did not understand what
he said about his Fathet’s house,

51. So Jesus went back with them. His heart drew him to the Father’s house, but duty called him back
to Galilee. [Luke gives this isolated event from Jesus’ childhood. There would have been more, if Luke
had more to tell. Verses 41-52 are all we know of Jesus’ early years.]
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treasured all these things in her heart. *>And
Jesus grew, both in body and in wisdom, gaining
favor with God and men. ’

The Preaching of John the Baptist
(Also Mazrt. 3.1-12; Mark 1.1-8; John 1.19-28)

It was the fifteenth year of the rule of Em-
3 peror Tiberius; Pontius Pilate was governor
of Judea, Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his
brother Philip ruler of the territory of Iturea and
Trachonitis; Lysanias was ruler of Abilene, 2and
Annas and Caiaphas were high priests. It was
at this time that the word of God came to John,
the son of Zechariah, in the desert. *So John
went throughout the whole territory of the Jordan
River. ‘“Turn away from your sins and be bap-
tized,” he preached, ‘““and God will forgive your

things in her heart. And 52

Jesus grew in wisdom and
stature, and in favor with
God and men.

John the Baptist Prepares
the Way

In the fifteenth year of
3 the reign of Tiberius
Caesar—when Pontius Pilate
was governor of Judea, He-
rod tetrarch of Galilee, his
brother Philip tetrarch of
Tturea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias tetrarch of Abi-
lene—and during the high-
ptiesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God
came to John son of Zecha-
tiah in the desert. He went
into all the country around
the Jordan, preaching a
baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. As is
written in the book of the

words of Isaiah the prophet:
“A voice of one calling in
the desert,
‘Prepare the way for the
Lord

sins.” “As the prophet Isalah had written in
his baok,
“Someone is shouting in the desert:
‘Get the Lord’s road ready for him; make straight paths for
make a straight path for him to travel! him.
*All low places must be filled up, very valley shali be filed 3
all hills and mountains leveled off. and every mountain and

. qe hill leveled off.

The winding roads must be made The crooked roads shall
stralght, become straight,

and the rough paths made smooth. and the rough ways

52. And Jesus grew. Jesus grew up in a remote province of the Roman Empire, a provinee conquered
by occupation troops, in a little country village whose name was a “proverb” for futility, in poverty and
manual labor in a carpenter shop. Perhaps this is God’s “seNsE or HuMoR” (compate I Cor. 1:27-28).
But Jesus had the supetvision by Mary and Joseph, the Old Testament scriptures, the wotship in the
synagogue at Nazareth (Luke 4: 16), the Feasts in the temple at Jerusalem (Luke 2:41), and the constant
communion of his spirit with God, his heavenly Father. Gaining favor. Eighteen years of silence are
covered in this verse. Some have questioned how Jesus could gain favor, if he was pure and sinless
already. But since he shared our human nature (Rom. 8:3), he would be expected to grow and gain
favor as humans do. Note that one of Jesus’ fayorite names for himself was “Sox or Man.”

1. It was the fifteenth year of the rule of Emperor Tiberius. Tiberius was the step-son of Emperor
Augustus (Luke 2:1), and followed him as Emperor. Luke gives great detail to pinpoint the date of
this. It would be 26 A.D. by our calendar.

2. Annas and Calaphas were high priests. The Jews accepted only one high priest, who held that po-
sition for life. But Pilate, the Roman governor, had set aside Annas, and appointed Caiaphas, son-in-
law of Annas, as high priest in his place. Both were called high priests at the same time. The word of
God came to John. This is God’s call for John to begin his work. John is 30 years old at this point, 6
months older than Jesus.

3. So John went throughout the whole territory. See notes on Matz. 3:1-12.
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A1l mankind will see God’s salvation]’ ”’

"Crowds of people came out to John to be
baptized by him, ‘““You snakes!” he said to them,
“Who told you that you could escape from God’s
wrath that is about to come? *Do the things that
will show that you have turned from your sins.
And don’t start saying among yourselves, ‘Abra-
ham is our ancestor.’ I tell you that God can take
these rocks and make descendants for Abraham|
*The ax is ready to cut down the trees at the
roots; every tree that does not bear good fruit
will be cut down and thrown in the fire.” ‘

19The people asked him, “What are we to do,
then?”’

"He answered, “Whoever has two shirts must
give one to the man who has none, and whoever
has food must share it.”

2Some tax collectors came to be baptized, and
they asked him, ‘“Teacher, what are we to do?”’

3“Don’t collect more than is legal,” he told

them.
14Some soldiers also asked him, “What about

us? What are we to do?”

He said to them, “Don’t take money from
anyone by force or accuse anyone falsely. Be
content with your pay.”

SPeople’s hopes began to rise, and they began
to wonder about John, thinking that perhaps he
might be the Messiah. !*So John said to all of
them, “I baptize you with water, but one who is
much greater than I is coming. I am not good
enough even to untie his sandals. He will baptize

And all mankind shall see

God’s salvation.’ "

John said to the crowds
coming out to be baptized
by him, “You brood of vi-
pers] Who warned you to
flee from the coming wrath?
Produce fruit in keeping
with repentance, And do not
begin to say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as out
father.” For I tell you that
out of these stones God can
raise up children for Abra-
ham, The ax is already at
the root of the trees, and
every tree that does not pro-
duce good fruit will be cut
down and thrown into the
fire.”

“What should we do
then?” the crowd asked.

John answered, “Theman
with two tunics should share
with him who has none, and
the one who has food should
do the same.”

Tax collectors also came
to be baptized. “Teacher,”
they asked, “what should we
do?”

“Don’t collect any more
than you are required to,”
he told them.

Then some soldiers asked
him, ‘“And what should we
do?”

He replied, ‘“Don’t extort
money and don’t accuse
people falsely—be content
with your pay.”

The people were waiting
expectantly and were all
wondering in their hearts if
John might possibly be the
Christ. John answered them
all, “I baptize you with
water. But one more power-
ful than I will come, the
thongs of whose sandals I

10
1

12

15

16

7. You snakes! John said this to the Pharisees (Matt, 3:7),

10-11. What are we to do, then? The baptized must be taught; and those who baptized them are
requited to teach them (Matt, 28:19-20). John’s answer gives his moral code - which is more concerned
with external conduct, while Jesus puts more stress on the inner motives that create the outward con-
duct. [John preached renewal; Jesus came to make possible a new birth. See notes on Acts 19:1-7.]
12-13, Some tax collectors. Jews who collected taxes for the Roman Occupatin Government.

14, Some soldiers also asked him. These were probably Jews or Gentiles converted to Judaism who

wete part of the Roman army.
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you with the Holy Spirit and fire. "He has his
winnowing shovel with him, to thresh out all the
grain and gather the wheat into his barn; but he
will burn the chaff in a fire that never goes out.”

8In many different ways John urged the people
as he preached the Good News to them. '*But
John spoke against Governor Herod, because he
had married Herodias, his brother’s wife, and
had done many other evil things. 2*Then Herod
did an even worse thing by putting John in
prison.

The Baptism of Jesus
(Also Matt. 3.13-17; Mark 1.9-11)

21 After all the people had been baptized, Jesus
also was baptized. While he was praying, heaven
was opened, ??and the Holy Spirit came down
upon him in bodily form, like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my own dear
Son. I am well pleased with you.”

The Genealogy of Jesus
(Also Matt. 1.1-17) .

2*When Jesus began his work he was about

thirty years old; he was the son, so people

thought, of Joseph, who was the son of Heli,
24the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of

Melchi, the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, '

25the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son
of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Naggéi,

am not worthy to untie, He
will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing fork is in his
hand to clear his threshing
floor and to gather thewheat
into his barn, but he will
burn up the chaff with un-
quenchable fire.”” And with
many other words John ex-
horted the people and
preached the good news to
them.

But when John rebuked
Herod the tetrarch because
of Herodias, his brother’s
wife, and all the other evil
things he had done. Herod
added this to them all; He
locked John up in prison.

The Baptism and Genealogy
of Jesus

When all the people were
being baptized, Jesus was
baptized too. And as he was
praying, heaven was opened
and the Holy Spirit descend-
ed on him in bodily form like
a dove. And a voice came
from heaven: “You are my

“:Son, whom I love; with you I

am well-pleased.”

Now Jesus himself was a-
bout thirty years old when he
began his ministry. He was
the son, so it was thought, of
Joseph, the son of Heli, the
son of Matthat, the son of
Levi, the son of Melchi, the
son of Jannai, the son of Jo-
seph, the son of Mattathias,
the son of Amos, the son of
Nahum, the son of Esli, the

-

8

21

19-20. But John spoke against Governor Herod. See notes on Matt, 14:1-12,
21-22. Jesus also was baptized. See notes on Matt. 3:13-17. Luke alone pomts out that Jesus was
praying when heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit came down like a dove. Luke shows Jesus praying

at each crisis in his life.

23-38. When Jesus bega.n his work. Luke gives the Genealogy of Jesus, and this is compared with
Matthew’s Genealogy in notes on Matt.1:1-17, Luke evxdently gives the family record of Mary, since
Heli was her father, Joseph’s father was Jacob. This was “standard practice” to state it as Luke does,
and the Jews, who were very accurate about such things, did not dispute either set of “family records.”
He was the son, so people thought, of Joseph. Joseph was Jesus’ LEGAL father, and perhaps only Mary
and Joseph [at this time] knew the Miraculous Birth of Jesus. [See note on Matt. 27:56 about the dif-

ficulty of tracing names at this time.]
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26the son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the
son of Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Joda,
27the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of
Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of
Netri, 2*the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the
son of Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of
Er, **the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the
son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi,
*the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of
Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim,
*1the son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of
Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son of David,
*2the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of
Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon,
*3the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the
son of Arni, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez,
the son of Judah, *the son of Jacob, the son of
Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the
son of Nahor, **the son of Serug, the son of Reu,
the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of
Shelah, *$the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad,
the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of
Lamech, *'the son of Methuseélah, the son of
Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel,
the son of Cainan, **the son of Enos, the son of
Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.

The Temptation of Jesus
(Also Matt. 4.1-11; Mark 1.12-13)

Jesus returned from the Jordan full of the

4 Holy Spirit, and was led by the Spirit into
the desert, *where he was tempted by the Devil
for forty days. In all that time he ate nothing,
so that he was hungry when it was over.

*The Devil said to him, “If you are God’s Son,
order this stone to turn into bread.”

“‘Jesus answered, “The scripture says, ‘Man
cannot live on bread alone.’ ”’

son of Naggai, the son of
Maath, the son of Mattathi-
as, the son of Semein, theson
Josech, the son of Joda, the
son of Joanan, the son of
Rhesa, the son of Zerubbab-
el, the son of Shealtiel, the
son of Neri, the son of Mel-
chi, the son of Addi, the son
of Cosam, the son of Elma-
dam, the son of Er, the son of
Joshua, the son of Eliezer,
the son of Jorum, the son of
Matthat, the son of Levi, the
son of Simeon, the son of
Judah, the son of Joseph, the
son of Jonam, the son of Elia-
kim, the son of Melea, the
son of Menna, the son of
Mattatha, the son of Na-
than, the son of David, the
son of Jesse, the son of Obed,
the son of Boaz, the son of
Salmon, the son of Nahshon,
the son of Amminadab, the
son of Ram, the son of Hez-

ron, the son of Perez, the son -

of Judah, the son of Jacob,
the son of Isaac, the son of
Abraham, the son of Terah,
the son of Nahor, the son of
Serug, the son of Reu, the
son of Peleg, the son of Eber,
the son of Shelah, the son of
Cainan, the son of Arphax-
ad, the son of Shem, the son
of Noah, the son of Lamech,
the son of Methuselah, the
son of Enoch, the son of
Jared, the son of Mahalaleel,
the son of Cainan, the son of
Enos, the son of Seth, theson
of Adam, theson of God.

The Temptations of Jesus

Jesus, full of the Holy
4 Spirit, returned from the
Jordan and was led by the
Spirit inthe desert, where for
forty days he was tempted by
the devil. He ate nothing
during those days, and at the
end of them he was hungry.
The devil said to him, ““If
you are the Son of God, tell
this stone to become bread.”
Jesus answered, ‘It is writ-
ten: ‘Man does not live on
bread alone.’ ”

26

27

28
29

30

31

32

33

34

35
36

37

38

1. And was led by the Spirit into the desert. See notes on Matt. 4:1-11.
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SThen the Devil took him up and showed him
in a second all the kingdoms of the world. *‘I
will give you all this power, and all the wealth,”
the Devil told ‘him. ‘It was all handed over to
me and I can give it to anyone I choose. 7All
this wﬂl be yours, then, if you kneel down before
me.”

tJesus answered, ‘“The scripture says, ‘Wor-
ship the Lord your God and serve only him!” ”

*Then the Devil took him to Jerusalem and set
him on the highest point of the temple, and said
to him, “If you are God’s Son, throw yourself
down from here. °For the scripture says, ‘God
will order his angels to take good care of you.” !'It
also says, ‘They will hold you up with their hands
so that not even your feet will be hurt on the
stones.” ”’

2Jesus answered him, ‘“The scripture says,
‘You must not put the Lord your God to the
test.””

*When the Devil finished tempting Jesus in
every way, he left him for a while.

Jesus Begins His Work in Galilee
(Also Matt. 4.12-17; Mark 1.14-15)

“Then Jesus returned to Galilee, and the
power of the Holy Spirit was with him. The news
about him spread throughout all that territory.
SHe taught i in their synagogues and was pralsed
by all.

The devil led himup to a .
high place and showed him
in an instant all the king-
doms of the world. And he
said to-him, ““I will give you
all their authority and splen-
dor, for it has been given to
me, and I can give it to any-
one I want to. So if you wor-
ship me, it will all be yours.”

Jesus answered, “It iswrit-
ten: ‘Worship the Lord your
God and serve himonly.” ”

The devil led him to Jeru-
salem and had him stand on
the highest point of the tem-

ple. “If you are the Son of
God " he said, “throw your-
self down from here. For it is
written:

‘He will command his an-
gels concerning you
to guard you carefully;
and they will lift you up in
their hands,
so that you will not strike
your foot
against a stone.

Jesus answered, “It says:
‘Do not put the Lord your
Godtothetest.” ”

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth .

When the devil had finish-
ed all these temptations, he
left him unttl an opportune
time.

Jesus returned to Galilee
in the power of the Spirit,
and news about him spread
through the whole country-
side. He taught in their syna-
gogues, and everyonepraised

im,

[Tl

5

10

12

14. Then Jesus returned to Galilee. For the events before the return, see note on Matt. 4:12. And the
power of the Holy Spirit was with him. He had conquered Satan in the Temptation. Conquering evil

" gives new strength.

15. He taught in their synagogues. See note on Matt. 4:23. Synagogue: the place where Jews met every
Sabbath day for their public worship; it was also used as a social center and as a school for Jewish

children during week days.
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Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 1He lwegtdtg Nilt)zareth 16
where he ha een brough
(Also Matt. 13.53-58; Mark 6,1-6) up, and on the Sabbath day
e went into the synagogue,
1¢Then Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had | a5 was his custom, Ant he
been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he | stood up to read, The scroll 17
) of the prophet Isaiah was
went as usual to the synagogue. He stood up to | nanded to him. Unrolling it,
read the Scriptures, "and was handed the book | hefoundthe place where it is
of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll | ™ier
prop - He unre “The Spirit of the Lord is 18
and found the place where it is written, on me; therefore he has
18¢The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, gﬁga“ﬁi‘v‘v;?f ﬂfg pgf)e:Ch
because he has chosen me to preach the He has sent me to pro-
p P
Good News to the poor claim freedom for the
g prisoners and recovery o
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to fight fo}: the blind, to re- )
: ease the oppressed, to 19
the captives, . ) proclaim the year of the
and recovery of sight to the blind; Lord’s favor.”’
to set free the oppressed, tf)ﬂen a‘?eeit glcelgtout% thte 20
scroll, e at-
19 and announce the year when the Lord fondiant and sat down. The
will save his people.” eyes of ever¥one in dthe s}zna-
s t im,
Jesus rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the §;§u1fezfi§ :;‘ft;‘;;,%“Tog;y 21
attendant, and sat down. All the people in the thlsr;cerélr{turt’;,is fulfilled in
. . ng.
Synagogue h_ad their eye? ﬁ?(ed on him. MHC ymfm spoi(egwell of him and 22
began speaking to them, “This passage of scrip- were antlﬁz:d at thefgracu;ll{s
ture has come true today, as you heard it being | fips. o't this Joseph's
read.” son?” they asked.
22They were all well impressed with him, and
marveled at the beautiful words that he spoke.
They said, “Isn’t he the son of Joseph?”’

16. He went as usual to the synagogue. All religious Jews went to the Sabbath worship. This was a
“ready made” opportunity for Jesus to teach. Compare Mazt, 13:53-58 and see notes there. Matthew
probably gives a different visit, making at least two visits with similar events. He stood up to read.
Anyone could read, and he did grow up here.

17. The book of the prophet Isaiah. Thete were regular readings for each Sabbath, and this one was
partly in the book of Isaiah. [Scroll: a book made by gluing pages together to form long strips, which
were rolled up for storage.] And found the place. He read from Isaiah 61:1-3. [The quotation agtees
more closely with the Septuagint, with a few words from Isa, 58:6.] Note how accurately this describes
his mission.

20. Jesus rolled up the scroll. After doing this, he gave it back to the attendant who was responsible
for the building and its furniture. and sat down. It was the custom to stand while reading, and to sit
while teaching. Had thelr eyes fixed on him. One who “‘gtew up there” was about to teach them for
the first time. Since the “news about him spread throughout all that territory,” there would be unusual
interest in what he was about to say, His mother, brothers, sisters, and perhaps Joseph [since the date
of his death is not known] were probably all here at the synagogue.

21-22. This passage of scripture has come true today. By his reading of it, and by his mission. We are
not told alf he taught, but the people were well impressed with him. Isn’t he the son of Joseph? A “‘sour
note” creeps in. Compare Matt. 13:54-58; John 6:42. Joseph was his “‘FoSTER FATHER,” but probably
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He said to them, “I am sure that you will
quote this proverb to me, ‘Doctor, heal yourself.’
You will also say to me, ‘Do here in your own
home town the same things we were told happen-
ed in Capernaum.” ?*I tell you this,” Jesus
added. “A prophet is never welcomed in his
own home town. **Listen to me: it is true that
there were many widows in Israel during the time
of Elijah, when there was no rain for three and a
half years and there was a great famine through-
out the whole land. 2¢Yet Elijah was not sent to
a single one of them, but only to a widow of
Zarephath, in the territory of Sidon. ’And there
were many lepers in Israel during the time of the
prophet Elisha; yet not one of them was made
clean, but only Naaman the Syrian.”

28All the people in the synagogue were filled
with anger when they heard this. **They rose
up, dragged Jesus out of town, and took him to
the top of the hill on which their town was built,
to throw him over the cliff. **But he walked
through the middle of the crowd and went his
way.

A Man with an Evil Spirit
(Also Mark 1.21-28)

*1Then Jesus went to Capernaum, a town in
Galilee, where he taught the people on the

Jesus said tothem, “Surely 23
you will quote this proverb to
me: ‘Physician, heal your-
selfl Do here in your home
town what we have heard
that you did in Caper-
naum.’

“ tell you the truth,”” he 24
continued, “no prophet is
accepted in his home town. I 25
assure you that there were
many widows in Israel in Eli-
jah’s time, when the sky was
shut for three and a half
years and there was a severe
famine throughout the land.
YetElijah was notsent toany 26
of them, but to a widow in
Zarephath in the region of
Sidon. And there were many 27
in Israel with legrosy in the
time of Elisha the prophet,
yet not one of them was
cleansed except Naaman the
Syrian,” i

All the people in the syna- 28
gogue were farious when
they heard this. They got up, 29
drove him out of the town,
and took him to the brow of
the hill on which the town
was built, in order to throw
him down the cliff. But he 30
walked right through the
crowd and went on his way.

Jesus Drives Out an Evil
Spirit )
Then he went down to 31

Capernaum, a town in Gali-
lee, and on the Sabbath be-

no one knew this but Mary and Joseph [and of course, Jesus himself]. They were both astonished and
impressed by the words he spoke, and annoyed that one so “‘common” [he was a local boy] would
teach them!

23-24. Doctor, heal yourself. He answers the whispers and the unspoken words in their minds, They
had heard the news of his fame, but he is just a poor young man from a poor family to them. A prophet
is never welcomed in his own home town. ‘‘Familiarty breeds contempt. "’

25-27. Listen to me. He points out that Elijah saved a Sidonian widow in Zarephath; and Elisha healed
Naaman, a Syrian leper. He points to the saving of the Gentiles.

28-30. Were filled with anger when they heard this. If the Gentiles could be saved, that meant they
were as good as they were, and this filled them with rage! (Compare Acts 22:22.) Dragged Jesus out of
town. In their anger, they are going to kill him. (Compare notes on Matt. 5:21-22.) But he walked
through the middle of the crowd. He is calm, cool; they are wild with anger. This is not really a miracle.
His majesty surpris%s and dazzles them.

31. Then Jesus went to Capernaum. Nazareth was in the hills; Capernaum was in the concavity of
Lake Galilee.
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Sabbath. **They were all amazed at the way he
taught, because his words had authority. **There
was a man in the synagogue who had the spirit of
an evil demon in him; he screamed out in a loud
yoice, **Ah! What do you want with us, Jesus
of Nazareth? Are you here to destroy us? I know
who you are: you are God’s holy messenger!”

3Jesus commanded the spitit, “Be quiet, and
come out of the man!” The demon threw the
man down in front of them and went out of
him without doing him any harm,

%They were all amazed, and said to onme
another, “What kind of words are these? With
authority and power this man gives orders to the
evil spirits, and they come out!” *’And the report
about Jesus spread everywhere in that region.

Jesus Heals Many People
(Also Matt. 8.14-17; Mark 1.29-34)

Jesus left the synagogue and went to Simon’s
home. Simon’s mother-in-law was sick with a

He went and stood at her bedside, and gave
a command to the fever, The fever left her, and
she got up at once and began to wait on them.

s After sunset, all who had friends who were
sick with various diseases brought them to Jesus;
he placed his hands on every one of them and
healed them all. “‘Demons, also, went out from
many people, screaming, “You ate the Son of
God!”

Jesus commanded them and would not let
them speak, because they knew that he was the
Messiah.

gantoteach the people. They 32
wete amazed at his teaching,
because his message had
authority.

In the synagogue there was 33
a man possessed by a de-
mon, an evil spirit, He cried
out at the top of his voice,
“Hal! What do you want with 34
us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have
you come to destroy us? I
know who you are—the Holy
One of God!”’

“Be quiet!” Jesus said 35
sternly, “Come out of him!”
Then the demon threw the
man down before them all
and came out without injur-
ing him.

All the people were a- 36
mazed and said to each
other, “What is this teach-
ing? With authority and
power he gives orders to evil
spirits and they come out!”

nd the news about him 37
spread throughout the sut-
rounding area.

Jesus Heals Many

Jesus left the synagogue 38
and went to the home of Si-
mon, Now Simon’s mother-
in-law was suffering from a
high fever, and they asked
Jesus to help her. So he bent 39
over her and rebuked the
fever, and it left her. She got
up at once and began to wait
onthem.

When the sun was setting, 40
the people brought to Jesus
all who had various kinds of
sickness, and la ing his
hands on eachone, %e ealed
them, Moreovet, demons 41
came out of many %eo le,
shouting, *You are the Son
of God!” But he rebuked
them and would not allow
them to speak, because they
knew he was the Christ.

33.37. There was a man in the synagogue. See notes on Mark 1;21-

account.
38-39. Simon’s mother-in-law was sick. See notes on Matt. 8:14-17.

27. Matthew does not give this
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Jesus Preaches in the Synagogues At dayb}eak Jesus went 42
out to a solitary place. The
(Also Mark 1.35-39) people were looking for him
*2At daybreak Jesus left the town and went off ;;‘dv‘;;*;e“t}};;y‘;;';‘; tt%w,?::g
to a lonely place. The people started looking glm f'rgn}‘lleavmtg theml.lB}\];t 43
for him, and when they found him they tried acod news of the Kinadom of
to keep him from leaving. *But he said to them, bGod to th;‘ o:h_er fovins also,
“I must preach the Good News of the Kingdom s:,ft“‘_ﬂs_e A,!f‘i he. kept on 44
of God in other towns also, because that is what pgaflhmg in the synagogues
God sent me to do.” ot fudes.
4480 he preached in the synagogues all over { The Callingofthe First
the country. Disciples
5 Oneddaybas lgesi‘lskwasf
. . standing by the Lake of
Jesus Calls the First Disclples Gemhe‘saret, witk:ltl;le_ peoplg
crowdaing aroun Im an
{(Also Matt. 4.18-22; Mark 1.16-20) gsteninggto the word ongd, )
S One time Jesus was standing on the shore of iy the water by the
Lake Gennesaret while the people pushed fﬁthiggﬁnhxsogere&v?:z )
their way up to him to listen to the word of God. | o of ihe boats, the one be.
*He saw two boats pulled up on the beach; the }loilllngitr:)gtotSin‘:fn, ﬁ&? agrked
fishermen had left them and were washing the | ghore Thonhe set down and
nets. *Jesus got into one of the boats—it belonged faught the people from the
to Simon—and asked him to pUSh off a little ‘Viv.hen he had finished 4
from the shore. Jesus sat in the boat and taught | speaking, he said to Simon,
h d Put out into deep water,
the crowd. . . . and let down the nets for a
‘When he finished speaking, he said to catsqh-” ‘ & “Mas. S
Simon, “Push the boat out further to the deep | tor. wove worked hard i
water, and you and your partners let your nets ni%i andBlt:tavggétucaught
’ Can ng. ause you
down fora catcl.l.’ « say so,gI will let down };he
‘Master,” Simon answered, “we worked hard | nets.”
all night long and caught nothing. But if you

43, Imust preach . . . in other towns also. See notes on Mait, 8:14-17,

1. While the people pushed their way up to him. When people have not been made prejudiced by
false teachers, they are usually eager to hear the Word. Lake Gennesaret. Another name for Lake
Galilee [also called Lake Tiberias],

2. He saw two boats. They belonged to Peter and Andrew; and James and John. See notes on Mazz.
4:18-22, .

3. It belonged to Simon. We know him bettar as Peter. And taught the crowd. He sat in the fishing
boat to teach, so the crowd could not push against him.

4-5. Out further to the deep water. Where the fish are. Let your nets down for a catch. This is Jesus’
promise that they will catch fish. But if you say so. They had worked hard all night without catching
any fish, but if Christ says so, he will try again. Note that Simon Peter was already a disciple of Jesus
Uohn 1:40-42).
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say so, I will let down the nets.” ¢They let the
nets down and caught such a large number of ish
that the nets were about to break. "So they
motioned to their partners in the other boat to
come and help them, They came and filled both
boats so full of fish that they were about to sink,
*When Simon Peter saw what had happened, he
fell on his knees before Jesus and said, ‘“Go
away from me, Lord! I am a sinful man!”

°He and the others with him were all amazed
at the large number of fish they had caught.
The same was true of Simon’s partners, James
and John, the sons of Zebedee. Jesus said to
Simon, ‘“‘Don’t be afraid; from now on you will
be catching men.”

They pulled the boats on the beach, left
everything, and followed Jesus.

Jesus Makes a Leper Clean
(Also Matt. 8.1-4; Mark 1.40-45)

120nce Jesus was in a certain town where there
was a man who was covered with leprosy. When
he saw Jesus, he threw himself down and begged
him, “Sir, if you want to, you can make me
clean!”

UJesus reached out and touched him. ‘I do
want to,” he answered. ‘‘Be clean!” At once the
leprosy left the man. “Jesus ordered him, “Don’t
tell this to anyone, but go straight to the priest
and let him examine you; then offer the sacrifice,
as Moses ordered, to prove to everyone that you
are now clean,”

When they had done so,
they cau%ht such a large
number of fish that their nets

an to break, So they sig-

ed their partners in the
other boat to come and help
them, and they came and
filled both boats so full that
they began to sink.

When Simon Peter saw
this, he fell at Jesus' knees
and said, “Go away from
me, Lord I am a sinful
man!” For he and all his
companions were astonished
at the catch of fish they had
taken, and so were James
and John, the sons of Zebe-
dee, Simon’s pattners.

Then Jesus said to Simon,
“Don't be afraid; from now
on you will catch men,” So
they pulled their boats up on
shore, left everything and
followed him.

The Man With Leprosy

10

While Jesus was in one of 12

the towns, a man came along
who was covered with lepro-
sy. When he saw Jesus, he
fell with his face to the
ground and begged him,
“Lord, if you are wlllmg, you
can make meclean.”

Jesus reached out his hand
and touched the man. “I am
wﬂlmg he said. ‘“Be
clean!” And immediately the
leprosy left him.

Then Jesus ordered him,
“Don’t tell anyone, but go,
show yourself to the priest
and offer the sacrifices that
Moses commanded for your
cllleansmg, as a testimony to
them

6. That the nets were about to break. “The schools of fish in Lake Galilee are things of wonder, black
masses hundreds of yards long, as thick as they could pack themselves together, with their black fins
sticking up out of the water. Any net would strain to hold such a heavy load."”

8. He fell on his knees before Jesus, Amazed and frightened by the miracle which brought the fish

into their nets.

10. JYesus said to Simon. He speaks to Simon, but he intends this for the others also (Mars 4:19).
11, Left everything, and followed Jesus. They were already disciples (John 1:40-42), but had continued
to go on fishing. Now they will follow Jesus personally, From now on they will be catching men for
Jesus. Together they will “let the nets down” at Pentecost, and harvest a large number.

12-16. A man who was covered with leprosy. See notes on Matt, 8:1-4.
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15But the news about Jesus spread all the more .

widely, and crowds of people came to hear him
and be healed from their diseases. *But he would
go away to lonely places, where he prayed.

Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man
(Also Matt. 9.1-8; Mark2.1-12)

7"One day when Jesus was teaching, some
Pharisees and teachers of the Law were sitting
there who had come from every town in Galilee
and Judea, and from Jerusalem. The power of
the Lord was present for Jesus to heal the sick.
18Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on
a bed, and they tried to take him into the house
and lay him before Jesus. *Because of the crowd,
however, they could find no way to take him in.
So they carried him up on the roof, made an
opening in the tiles, and let him down on his bed
into the middle of the group in front of Jesus.
20When Jesus saw how much faith they had, he
said to the man, “Your sins are forgiven you, my
friend.”

21The teachers of the Law and the Pharisees
began to say to themselves, “Who is this man
who speaks against God in this way? No man
can forgive sins; God alone can!”

22Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them,
“Why do you think such things? *’Is it easier to
say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Get
up and walk’? *I will prove to you, then, that
the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, *I tell
you, get up, pick up your bed, and go home!”

25 At once the man got up before them- all, took
the bed he had been lying on, and went home,
praising God. 2°They were all completely
amazed! Full of fear, they praised God, saying,
“What marvelous things we have seen today!”

Yet the news about him 15
spread all the more, so that
crowds of people came to
hear him and to be healed of
their sicknesses. But Jesus 16
often withdrew to - lonely
places and prayed.

Jesus Heals a Paralytic

One day as he was teach- 17
ing, Pharisees and teachers
of the law, who had come
from every village of Galilee
and from Judéa and Jeru-
salem, were sitting there.
And the power of the Lord
was present for him to heal
the sick. Some men came 18
catrying a paralytic on a mat
and tried to take him into the
house to lay him before
Jesus. When they could not 19
find a way to do this because
of the crowd, they went up on
the roof and lowered him on
his mat through the tiles into
the middle of the crowd,
right in front of Jesus.

When Jesus saw their 20
faith, he said, “Friend, your
sins are forgiven.”

The Pharisees and the 21
teachers of the law began
thinkin% to themselves,
“Who is this fellow who
speaks blasphemy? Who can
forgive sins but God alone?”*

Jesus knew what they were 22
thinking and asked, “Why
are you thinking these things, B
in your hearts? Which is 23
easier: to say, ‘Your sins are
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up -
and walk’? But that you may;.24
know that the Sofi ‘of Man'
has authority on earth to for-
givesins. . .”” He said to the
paralyzed man, “I tell you,
ﬁet up, take your mat and go

ome.” Immediately he
stood up in front of them,
took what he had been lying
on and went home -praisin

25

‘God. Everyone was amazed 26

and gave praise to God. They
were filled with awe and said,
“We have seen remarkable
things today.”

17-26. Some Pharlsees and teachers of the Law. See notes on Matz. 9:1-8.
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Jesus Calls Levi
(Also Matt. 9.9-13; Mark 2.13-17)

2 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax
collector named Levi, sitting in his office. Jesus

said to him, ‘“Follow me.” ?*Levi got up, left -

everything, and followed him.,

»Then Levi had a big feast in his house for
Jesus, and there was a large number of tax collec-
tors and other people at the table with them.
3%Some Pharisees and teachers of the Law who
belonged to their group complained to Jesus’
disciples. “Why do you eat and drink with tax
collectors and outcasts?”’ they asked.

3Jesus answered them, ‘‘People who are well
do not need a doctor, but only those who are
sick. *2I have not come to call the respectable
people to repent, but the outcasts.”

The Question about Fasting
(Also Matt. 9.14-17; Mark 2.18-22)

*3Some people said to Jesus, “The disciples of
John fast frequently and offer up prayers, and
the disciples of the Pharisees do the same; but
your disciples eat and drink.”

*Jesus answered, “Do you think you can make
the guests at a wedding party go without food
as long as the bridegroom is with them? Of
course not! **But the time will come when the
bridegroom will be taken away from them, and
they will go without food in those days.”

The Calling of Levi

After this, Jesus went out 27
and saw a tax collector by the
name of Levi sitting at his tax
booth, “Follow me,” Jesus
said to him, and Levi got up, 28
left everything and followed
him, Then Levi held a great 29
banquet for Jesus at his
house, and a large crowd of
tax collectors and others
wete eating with them. But 30
the Pharisees and the teach-
ers of the law who belonged
to their sect complained to
his disciples, ‘“Why do you
eat and drink with tax col-
lectors and ‘sinners’?”’

Jesus answered them, “It 31
is not the healthy who need a
doctor, but the sick. I have 32
not come to call the right-
eous, but sinners to repent-
ance.” ’

Jesus Questioned About
Fasting

They said to him, “John’s 33
disciples often fast and pray,
and so do the disciples of the
Pharisees, but yours go on
eating and drinking.”

Jesus answered, ““Can you 34
make the guests of the bride-
groom fast while he is with
them? But the time will come 35
when the bridegroom will be
taken from them; in those
days they will fast.”

27-39. And saw a tax collector named Levi. We know this man better as Matthew. See notes on Matt.
9:9-17, All the "inner circle” of disciples had been disciples of John the Baptist, who then left him to
follow Christ (Acts 1:20-21). All had continued to work at their jobs until this official call from Jesus.
Matthew Levi, too, leaves everything to follow Jesus. Then Levi had a big feast in his house. To have
Jesus meet his fellow tax-collectors. (See note on Matt. 9:10.) The disciples of John fast frequently.
[Fast: to go without food for a while as a religious duty.] But your disciples eat and drink. They said
this to scold Jesus [and his disciples] for attending this feast. Jesus shows that “fasting’” should not be
an empty formality, but should be done with real meaning, But it is “out of place” at some times. And
no one wants new wine after drinking old wine. This is the final answer to the question in verse 33.
Only Luke tells this, The disciples of John drank the old wine of Jewish orthodoxy, and did not like the
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%¢Jesus told them this parable also, “No one
tears a piece off a new coat to patch up an old
coat. If he does, he will have torn the new coat,
and the piece of new cloth will not match the
old. *’Nor does anyone pour new wine into used
wineskins. If he does, the new wine will burst the
skins, the wine will pour out, and the skins will
be ruined. **No! New wine should be poured into
fresh skins! **And no one wants new wine after
drinking old wine. ‘The old is better,” he says.”

The Question about the Sabbath
(Also Matt, 12.1-8; Mark 2.23-28)

Jesus was walking through some wheat fields
6 on a Sabbath day. His disciples began to pick
the heads of wheat, rub them in their hands,
and eat the grain. *Some Pharisees said, “Why
are you doing what our Law says you cannot
do on the Sabbath?”

*Jesus answered them, ‘“Haven’t you read
what David did when he and his men were
hungry? “He went into the house of God, took
the bread offered to God, ate it, and gave it
also to his men. Yet it is against our Law for
anyone to eat it except the priests.”

SAnd Jesus concluded, “The Son of Man is
Lord of the Sabbath.”

The Man with a Crippled Hand
(Also Mazt. 12.9-14; Mark 3.1-6)

¢On another Sabbath Jesus went into a syna-
gogue and taught. A man was there whose right

Hetold them this parable:
“Noone tears a patch from a
new garment and sews it on
anold one. Ifhe does, he will
have torn the new garment,
and the patch from the new
will not match the old. And
no one pours new wine into
old wineskins, Ifhe does, the
new wine will burst the skins,
the wine will run out and the
wineskins will be ruined. No,
new wine must be poured in-
to new wineskins. And no
one after drinking old wine
wants the new, for he says,
‘The old is better.”

Lord of the Sabbath

One Sabbath Jesus was
6 going through the grain-
fields, and his disciples be-
gan to pick some heads of
ain, rub them in their
ands and eat the kernels.
Some of the Pharisees asked,
“Why are you doing what is
unlawful on the Sabbath?”
Jesus answered - them,
“Have you never read what
David did when he and his
companions were hungry?
Heentered the house of God,
and taking the consecrated
bread, he ate what is lawful
only for priests toeat. Andhe
also gave some to his com-
panions.” Then Jesus said to
them, “The Son of Man is
Lord of the Sabbath.”

On another Sabbath he

went into the synagogue and
was teaching, and a man was

36

37

38
39

there whose right hand was

new wine of the grace and freedom of the Gospel. Note there is no comparison being made between the
old and the new. The point is that the one who drinks the old will not even try the new because he thinks

the old is better.

1-5. Through seme wheat fields on a Sabbath day. For notes on the argument with the Pharisees, see
Matt. 12:1-14. [Note: corn is wheat or batley in England; oats in Scotland.]
6-11. On another Sabbath. For notes about the healing of the crippled hand, see Matzz, 12:9-15.
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hand was crippled. "Some teachers of the Law
and Pharisees wanted some reason to accuse
Jesus of doing wrong; so they watched him very
closely to see if he would cure on the Sabbath.
*But Jesus knew their thoughts and said to the
man with the crippled hand, “Stand up and
come here to the front.” The man got up and
stood there. *Then Jesus said to them, “I ask
you: What does our Law allow us to do on the
Sabbath? To help or to harm? To save a man’s

life or destory it?”’ °He looked around at them

all, then said to the man, “Stretch out your
hand.” He did so, and his hand became well
again,

11But they were filled with rage and began to
discuss among themselves what they could do to
Jesus.

Jesus Chooses the Twelve Apostles
(Also Matt. 10.1-4; Mark 3.13-19)

12At that time Jesus went up a hill to pray,
and spent the whole night there praying to God.
3When day came he called his disciples to him
and chose twelve of them, whom he named
apostles: “Simon (whom he also named Peter)
and his brother Andrew; James and John, Philip
and Bartholomew, !*Matthew and Thomas,
James, the son of Alphaeus, and Simon (who
was called the Patriot), ¢Judas, the son of
James, and Judas Iscariot, who became the
traitor.

shriveled, The Pharisees and 7
the teachers of the law were
looking for a reason to ac-
cuse Jesus, so they watched
him closely to see if he would
heal on the Sabbath. But 8
Jesus knew what they were
thinking and said to the man
with the shriveled hand,
“Get up and stand in front of
everyone.” So he got up and
stood there,

Then Jesus said to them, 9
“I ask you, which is lawfulon
the Sabbath: to do good or to
do evil, to save life or to de-
stroy it?”

He looked around at them 10 .
all, and then said to the man,
“Stretch out your hand.” He
did so, and his hand was
completely restored. But 11
they wete furious and began
to discuss with one another
what they might do to Jesus.

The Twelve Apostles

One of those days Jesus 12
went out into the hills to
pray, and spent the night
praying to God. Whenmorn- 13
ing came, he called his dis-
ciples to him and chose
twelve of them, whom he also
designated apostles: Simon 14
(whom he named Peter), his
brothet Andrew, James,
John, Philip, Bartholomew,
Matthew, Thomas, James 15
son of Alphaeus, Simon who
was called the Zealot, Judas 16
son of James, and Judas Is-
cariot, who became a traitor.

12. Jesus went up a hill to pray. Jesus prepared for each crisis or important event, by praying.

13, He called his disciples to him. Out of these, he choses twleve and appoints them to a special work.
The word “‘apostle’’ means messenger - one sent on a mission. It was not a technical term, but a work
description. For notes on this and a comparison of the lists of apostles, see Matt, 10:1-5,
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Jesus Teaches and Heals Blessingsand Woes
(AISO Matt. 4.23-25) He went down with them 17
. . . and stood on a level place. A
7Coming down from the hill with them, Jesus larget l::rowd 3f his dltsclples
1 was there.and a great num-
stood on a level place with a large number of | yo? pTEe £ & o over
his disciples. A great ctrowd of people was there Eldea,h from Ierustngem, ang
from all over Judea, and from Jerusalem, and | §0 oot ore o hear 18
from the coast cities of Tyre and Sidon; '*they himand to be he?led&fgh%u
1seases. ose -{rouole Y
came to hear him and to be healed of their | o' irits were cured, and 19
diseases. Those who were troubled by evil spirits %he peogale all tried to touch
m, Wwer was -
also came and were healed. "All the people tried | oot o'Fom him and heal:
to touch him, for power was going out from him mgﬁ)he;p all, ¢ s iscioles. 20
s ; oking at his disciples,
and healing them all. hesaid:
“Blessed are you who are
0 oor,
Happmess and Sorrow r yours is the kingdom
(Also Matt. 5.1-12)
P . Blessed are you who hun- 21
20Jesus looked at his disciples and said, grnow,
6 . ryouw1 e satisfie
Happy_ arc you P°°r’ . Blessed are you who weep
the Kingdom of God is yours! mOW,
2166 . oryouw1 au,
Happy,are you who are hungry now; Blessed are you %vhen men 22
you will be filled! ha}l;ce you, ua
7] . when they exclude you
Happy are you who weep now; and insult you
you w111 laugh! and 1reject your name as
2266 evil,
Happy are you when men hate you, and Because of the Son of
reject you, and insult you, and say that you are Man.
evil, because of the Son of Man! 2*Be glad when : “szj:ige igetl;gt ;daye :tng 23
ea| s
that happens, and dance for joy, because a great | you reward in heaven, For
reward is kept for you in heaven. For their :lrw:t gthl}eolg;og;eitrs fathers *
. . eate ets.
a:mestors did the very same things to the proph- “Burtn woe to you who are 24
ets. rich,
2466 5 H for you have already re-
But how terrible for you who are rich ceived your comfort
now; '
you have had your easy life!

17-19. Jesus stood on a level place. This leads into Luke’s version of the Sermon on the Mount (which
Matthew gives in much greater detail). Only Luke tells us the Sermon was preceded by healing the
crowds of sick.

20-23. Happy. These beatitudes are given more fully by Matthew. See notes on Mazt. 5:1-12. King-
dom of God. Luke uses this phrase, while Matthew uses Kingdom of heaven. This shows the two
phrases are interchangeable and mean the same thing.

24-26. But how terrible for you who are rich now. Matthew does not give these. Jesus lists four “hor-
rors” which are the exact opposité of the beatitudes he had just given, and the meaning will be found
in the comparison. Rich now. Those who are so much “IN Love” with this present “world” that théy
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25 How terrible for you who are full now;
you will go hungry!
“How tetrible for you who laugh now;
you will mourn and weep!
%6How terrible when all men speak well of
you; because their ancestors said the very same
things to the false prophets.”

Love for Enemies
(Also Matt. 5.38-48; 7.12a)

27¢“But I tell you who hear me: Love your en-
emies, do good to those who hate you, 2®bless
those who curse you, and pray for those who
mistreat you. *If anyone hits you on one cheek,
let him hit the other one too; if someone takes
your coat, let him have your shirt as well. *°Give
to evetyone who asks you for something, and
when someone takes what is yours, do not ask for
it back. *'Do for others just what you want them
to do for you. :

2Tf you love only the people who love you,
why should you receive a blessing? Even sinnets
love those who love them! **And if you do good
only to those who do good to you, why should
you recieve a blessing? Even sinners do that!
3And if you lead only to those from whom you
hope to get it back, why should you receive a
blessing? Even sinners lend to sinnets, to get

Woe to you who are well 25
fed now,
for you will go hungry,
Woe te you wholaugh
now,
for you will mourn and
weep.
Woe to you when all men 26
speak well of you,
for that is how their
fathers treated the
false prophets.

Love for Enemles

“but I tell you who hear 27
me: Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you,

less those who curse you, 28
pray for those who mistreat
you. If someone strikes you 29
on one cheek, turn to him the
other also. If someone takes
your cloak, do not stop him
from taking your tunic. Give 30
to everyone who asks you,
and if anyone takes what be-
longs to you, do not demand
it back. Do to others as you 31
would have them do to you.

“If you love those who love 32
you, what credit is that to
you? Even ‘sinners’ love
those who love them. And if 33
you do good to those who are
good to you, what credit is
that to you? Even ‘sinners’
do that. And if you lend to 34
those from whom you expect
repayment, what credit is
that to you? Even ‘sinners’
lend to ‘sinners,’ expecting

have become proud, arrogant, and unteachable. Such as these disqualify themselves for Christ’s
spiritual Kingdom. Full now. Those who are completely satisfied with material things. They have no
deep sense of spiritual need, no desire to be “‘put right” with God. Because they have made this world
their ““god,” they will go Aungry when all that is material is stripped away. Laugh now. Not ordinary
laughter, but those who make their sin and rebellion against God a hilarious frolic. These will not laugh

* when Jesus Comes and thie dead are raised! Compate Rev. 6:12-17. When all men speak well of you.
This is said specifically to the disciples. It is the exact opposite of verse 22. Whoever structures his life
to please God will meet people who will hate, reject, and insult him, [as they did to Christ]. To get all
men to speak well of you, you must join the false prophets. [These four “horrors” can be undetstood
as four types of people. (1) Those who worship riches. (2) Those delighted with this present life,
(3) Those who live only for pleasure. (4) Those who live only to get praise and glory.]

27-36. Love your enemies, See notes on Matt. 5:38-48.
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back the same amount! **No! Love your enemies
and do good to them; lend and expect nothing
back. You will have a great reward, and you will
be sons of the Most High God. For he is good to
the ungrateful and the wicked. **Be merciful,
just as your Father is merciful.”

Judging Others
(Also Matt. 7.1-5)

¥7“Do not judge others, and God will not
judge you; do not condemn others, and God will
not condemn you; forgive others, and God will
forgive you. **Give to others, and God will give
to you: you will receive a full measure, a generous
helping, poured into your hands—all that you
can hold. The measure you use for others is the
one God will use for you.”

**And Jesus told them this parable, ‘“One blind
man cannot lead another one; if he does, both
will fall into a ditch. **No pupil is greater than

his teacher; but every pupil, when he has com-

pleted his training, will be like his teacher.
4t“Why do you look at the speck in your broth-
er’s eye, but pay no attention to the log in your
own eye? ‘2How can you say to your brother,
‘Please, brother, let me take that speck out of
your eye,” yet not even see the log in your own
eye? You hypocrite! Take the log out of your
own eye first, and then you will be able to see
and take the speck out of your brother’s eye.”

to be repaid in full. But love 35
your enemies, do. good to
them, and lend to them with-

out expecting to get anything
back. Then your reward will

be great, and you will be sons

of the Most High, because he

is kind to the ungrateful and
wicked. Be merciful, just as 36
your Father is merciful.

Judging Othexs

“Do not judge, and you 37

will not be judged. Do not ~
condemn, and you will not
be condemned. Forgive, and
you will be forgiven. Give, 38
and it will be given to you,.
A good measure, pressed
down, shaken together and
running over, will be poured
into your lap. For with the
measure dyou use, it will be
measured to you.”

He alsotold them this par- 39
able: “‘Can a blind man lead
a blind man? Will they not
both fall into a.pit? Astudent 40
is not above his teacher, but
everyone who is fully trained
will be like his teacher.

“Why do you look at the 41
speck -of sawdust in your
brother’s eye and pay no at-
tention to the plank in your
own eye? How can you say to 42
your brother, ‘Brother, let
me take the speck out of your
eye,’ when you yourself failto
see the plank in your own
eye? You hypocrite, first
take the plank out of your
eye, and then you will see
clearly to remove the speck
from your brother's eye.

37-38. Do not judge others. See notes on Matt. 7:1-2.

39. One blind man cannot lead another one. See note on Mait. 15:14.

40. No pupil is greater than his teacher. See note on Mazt. 10:24. This also must be understood in view
of verse 37. Jesus did not come to “judge” (John 12:47-48), but to save. Every Christian must follow

his example. .

41-42, Why do you look at the speck. An example to show how stupid this *judging” really is! Many
who want to reform the world, need first to reform and clean up their own lives. Note that Jesus uses

“HUMOR.”
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A Tree and Its Fruit
(Also Matt, 7.16-20; 12.33-35)

43A healthy tree does not bear bad fruit, nor
does a poor tree bear good fruit. “‘Every tree is
known by the fruit it bears; you do not pick figs
from thorn bushes, or gather grapes from
bramble bushes. ‘A good man brings good out
of the treasure of good things in his heart; a bad
man brings bad out of his treasure of bad things.
For a man’s mouth speaks what his heart is
full of.”

The Two House Builders
(Also Matt 7.24-27)

%““Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and
don’t do what I tell you? “’Everyone who comes
to me, and listens to my words, and obeys
them~1] will show you what he is like. “°*He is
like a man who built a house: he dug deep and
laid the foundation on the rock. The river
flooded over and hit that house but could not
shake it, because it had been well built. *°But
the one who hears my words and does not obey
them is like a man who built a house on the
ground, without laying a foundation; when the
flood hit that house it fell at once— what a terri-
ble crash that was!”

A Tree and Its Fruit

“No good tree bears bad 43
fruit, nor does a bad tree
bear good fruit, Each tree is 44
recognized by its own fruit,
People do not pick figs from
thornbushes, or grapes from
briars. The good man brings 45
good things out of the good
stored up in his heart, and
the evil man brings evil
things out of the evil stored
up in his heart. For out of
the overflow of his heart his
mouth speaks.

The Wise and Foolish
Builders

“Why do you call me, 46
‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do
what I say? I will show you 47
what he is like who comes to
me and hears my words and

uts them into practice. He 48
1s like a man building a
house, who dug down deep
and laid the foundation on
rock. When a flood came,
the torrent struck that house
but could not shake it, be-
cause it was well built, But 49
the one who hears my words
and does not put them into
practice is like a man who
built a house on the ground
without a foundation. The
moment the torrent struck
that house it collapsed and
its destructxon was com-
plete.”

43-45. A healthy tree does not bear bad fruit. Whatever a man really is will show up in his actions. See

notes on Matt. 7:15-21,

46-49, Why do you call me, Lord, Lord? Many fool themselves by being “all talk and no action” [even
though they do things which they think are important]. See notes on Matt, 7:21-27. Dug deep. Luke
adds that the one man dug deep and /aid the foundation on the rock. The foolish man built his house
on the ground, without laying a foundation. We must build on The Rock who is Christ our Lord. The
declaration of faith (Matt. 16:16) must be believed in our hearts (Rom. 10:9-10) and declared with our
lips for us to build on the Rock (Matt. 16:18; Mark 16:16) and be saved.
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Jesus Heals a Roman Officer’s Servant The Faith of the Centurion
When Jesus had finished

(Also Matt. 8.5-13)

. When Jesus. had finished saying all these
7 things to the people, he went to Capernaum.

2A Roman officer there had a servant who was:

very dear to him; the man was sick and about to
die. *When the officer heard about Jesus, he sent
to him some Jewish elders to ask him to come
and heal his servant. “They came to Jesus and
begged him earnestly, “This man really deserves
your help. .*He loves our people and he himself
built a synagogue for us.” '

So Jesus went with them. He was not far from
the house when the officer sent friends to tell
‘him, ““Sir, don’t trouble yourself. I do not de-
serve to have you come into my house, 'neither
do I consider myself worthy to come to you in
person. Just give the order and my servant will
get well. I, too, am a man placed under the
authority of superior officers, and I have soldiers
under me. I order this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes; I
order that one, ‘Comel’ and he comes; and I
order my slave, ‘Do this!’ and he does it.”

*Jesus was surprised when he heard this; he
turned around and said to the crowd following
him, ““I have never found such faith as this, I
tell you, not even in Israell”

“The messengers went back to the officer’s
house and found his servant well.

Jesus Raises a Widow’s Son

1Soon afterward Jesus went to a town named
Nain; his disciples and a large crowd went with

7 saying all this in the
hearing of the people, he en-
tered . Capernaum. There a
centurion’s servant, whom
his master valued highly, was
sick and about to-die. The
centurion heard of Jesus and
sent some eldets of the Jews
to him, asking him-to come
and heal his servant, When
they came to Jesus, they
pleaded earnestly with hiny,
“This man deserves to have
you do this, because he loves
our nation and has built our
synagogue.” So Jesus went
with them.

He was not far from the
house when the centurion
sent friends to say to him:
“Lord, don’t trouble your-
self, for I do not deserve to
have you come under my
roof. That is why I did not
even consider myself worthy
to come to you. But say the
word, and my servant will be
healed. For I myself am a
man under authority, with
soldiers under me. I tell this
one, ‘Go,” and he goes; and
that one, ‘Come,” and he
comes. I say to my servant,
‘Dothis,’ and he doesit.”

‘When Jesus heard this, he
was amazed at him, and
turning to the crowd follow-

have not found such at
faith even in Israel.” %‘r}fen
the men who had been sent
returned to the house and
found the servant well.

Jesus Ralses a Widow’s Son
Soon afterward, Jesus
went to a town called Nain,
and his disciples and a large
crowd went along with him.

| inghim, he said, “Ltelt you, I--

10

1-10 A Roman officer there had a servant. For notes on the healing of this servant, see Matt. 8:5-13.
11. Soon afterward Jesus went to a town named Nain. Only Luke tells of this “raising from death.”
Nain was a town on the northwest slope of “Little Hernion,” about twenty-five miles south of Caper-

naum.



Ch, 7 LUKE 265
him. *2Just as he arrived at the gate of the town, | As he approached the town 12
gate, a dead person was

a funeral procession was coming out. The dead
man was the only son of a woman who was a
widow, and’a large crowd from the city was with
her. *When the Lord saw her his heart was
filled with pity for her and he said to her, ‘““Don’t
cry.” “Then he walked over and touched the
coffin, and the men carrying it stopped. Jesus
said, “Young man! Get up, I tell you!” *5The
dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus
gave him back to his mother.

1Bveryone was filled with fear, and they
praised God, “A great prophet has appeared
among us!” and, “God has come to save his
people!”

"This news about Jesus went out through all
the country and the surrounding tertitory.

The Messengers from John the Baptist
(Also Matt. 11,.2-19)

John’s disciples told him about all these
things. He called two of them to him “and sent
them to the Lord to ask him, “Are you the one
John said was going to come, or should we expect
someone else?”’

being carried out— the only
son of his mother, and she
was a widow. And a large
crowd from the town was
with her. When the Lord saw
her, his heart went out to her
and he said, “Don’tcry.”

Then he went up and
touched the coffin, and those
carrying it stood still. He
said, *‘Young man, I say to
you, get up!”’ The dead man
sat up and began totalk, and
Jesus gave him back to his
mother,

They were all filled thh
awe and praised God., “A
great prophet has appeared
among us,” they said. “God
has come to help his peaple.’”
This news about Jesus spread
throughout Judea and the
surrounding country.

Jesus and John the Baptist

John’s disciples told him
about all these things. Call-
ingtwo of them, he sentthem
to the Lord to ask, ‘‘Are you
the one who was to come, or
should we expect someone
else?”’

12, Just as he arrived at the gate of the town. Most towns in the Middle East had walls and a gate. He
met the funeral procession coming out. The dead were always carried out of a Jewish town to be buried
outside. The dead man. He was being carried in an open coffin, covered with a cloth. [soros = coffin;
bier; urn; a stand on which a corpse is cartied.] The only son. A bitter loss. Compate Jer. 6:26;
Amos 8:10.

13. His heart was filled with pity. Jesus really loved people. He had pity toward those who were sad
and in need. Compatre Matt. 14:14.

14. And touched the coffin, This signaled them to stop. Get up! This is the first time he commanded
the dead to ‘“‘get up!’”’ Compare the raising of Jairus’ daughter (Matz. 9:18-26); and the raising of
Lazarus (Jokn 11), Imagine the amazement of the crowd, also of the disciples!

15, The dead man sat up. Jesus speaks and the miracle is done! Language canmiot express the feelings
of this moment.

16-17. Everyone was filled with fear. They are shocked and astonished to see e the dead man get up. A
great prophet has appeared among us! Even the Twelve had not yet declared his Messiahship. Through
all the country. All Palestine. Even John the Baptist, in prison east of the Dead Sea, seems to have
heard about this,

18-33. And sent them to the Lord to ask him. John the Baptist had already identified Jesus as the
Messiah (John 1:31-34). But the Jews expected a political Messiah, and John wonders why Jesus does
not overthrow Herod and the Romans, declare himself king, and release him from prison. See notes on
Mart, 11:2-19,
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2°When they came to Jesus they said, “John the
Baptist sent us to ask, ‘Are you the one he said
was going to come, or should we expect some-
one else?’ ”’

21At that very time Jesus healed many people
from their sicknesses, diseases, and evil spirits,
and gave sight to many blind people. ??He an-
swered John’s messengers, “Go back and tell
John what you have seen and heard: the blind
can see, the lame can walk, the lepers are made
clean, the deaf can hear, the dead are raised to
life, and the Good News is preached to the poor.
23How happy is he who has no doubts about me!”

24 After John’s messengers had left, Jesus began
to speak about John to the crowds, ‘“When you
went out to John in the desert, what did you ex-
pect to see? A blade of grass bending in the
wind? **What did you go out to see? A
man dressed up in fancy clothes? Really, those
who dress like that and live in luxury are found in
palaces! 2¢Tell me, what did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, I tell you—you saw much more
than a prophet. ’For John is the one of whom the
scripture says, ‘Here is my messenger, says God;
I will send him ahead of you to open the way for
you.’” 2°I tell you,” Jesus added, ‘“John is greater
than any man ever born; but he who is least in
the Kingdom of God is greater than he.”

29All the people and the tax collectors heard
him; they were the ones who had obeyed God’s
righteous demands and had been baptized by
John. *°But the Pharisees and the teachers of the
Law rejected God’s purpose for themselves, and
refused to be baptized by John.

When the men came to
Jesus, they said, “John the
Baptist sent us to you to ask,
‘Are you the one who was to
come, or should we expect
someone else?” "’

At that very time Jesus
cured many who -had diseas-
es, sicknesses and evil spir-
its, and gave sight to many
who were blind. go hereplied
to the messengers, ‘‘Go back
and report to John what you
have seen and heard: The
blind receive sight, the lame
walk, those who have leprosy
are cured, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the
good news is preached to the
poor. Blessed is the man who
does not fall away on account
of me.”

After John's messengers
left, Jesus began to speak to
to the crowd about John:

“What did you go out into
the desert to see? A reed
swayed by the wind? If not,
what did you go out to see?

man dressed in fine
clothes? No, those who wear
expensive clothes and indul-
ge in luxury are in palaces.
But what did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell
you, and more than a
prophet. This is the one
about whom it is written:
‘T will send my messen-
ger ahead of you,
who will prepare your
way before you.’
I tell you, among those

20

21

22

[

5

[

6

born of women there is no™

one greater than John; yet
the one who is least in the
kingdom of God is greater’
than he.” -

(All the people, even the
tax collectors, when they
heard Jesus’ words, ac-
knowledged that God’s way
was right, because they had’
been baptized by John, But
the Pharisees and experts in
the law rejected God’s put-
pose for themselves, because
they had not been baptized
by John.)

1

0
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*1“Now, to what can I compare the people of
this day? What are they like? **They are like
children sitting in the market place, One group
shouts to the other, ‘We played wedding music
for you, but you would not dance! We sang
funeral songs, but you would not cryl’ **John the
Baptist came, and he fasted and drank no wine
and you said, ‘He has a demon in him!’ **The
Son of Man came, and he ate and drank, and you
said, ‘Look at this man! He is a glutton and wine-
drinker, a friend of tax collectors and outcasts!’
*God’s wisdom, however, is shown to be true
by all who accept it.”

“To what, then, can I
compare the people of this
generation? What are they
like? They are like children
sitting in the marketplace
and calling out to each
other:

‘We played the flute for

for you, and you did not

dance;

we sang a dirge, and you

did not cry.’

For John the Baptist came
neither eating bread nor
drinking wine, and you say,
‘He has a demon.’ The Son
of Man came eating and
drinking, and you say,
‘Here is a glutton and a
drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and ‘‘sinners,” ’

31

32

Jesus at the Home of Simon the Pharisee But wisdom is proved right 35
by all her children.”
26 . , .
_ A Pharisee 1nv1ted. Jesus to have dinner with Jesus Anofnted by a §
him. Jesus went to his house and sat down to | Woman

eat. *"There was a woman in that town who lived
a-sinful life. She heard that Jesus was eating in
the Pharisee’s house, so she brought an alabaster
jar full of perfume **and stood behind Jesus, by
his feet, crying and wetting his feet with her
tears. Then she dried his feet with her hair,
kissed them, and poured the perfume on them.

Now one of the Pharisees
invited Jesus to have dinner
with him, so he went to the
Pharisee’s house and re-
clined at the table, When a
woman who lived a sinful
life in that town learned that
Jesus was eating at the
Pharisee’s  house, she
brought an alabaster jar of
perfume, and as she stood
behind him at his feet weep-
ing, she began to wet his feet
with her tears. Then she

38

I
36. A Pharisee invited Jesus. Only Luke gives this anointing, and it is not the same as the one in Matt.

26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; John 12:1-8, in which Mary was the woman. This event is eatly in the ministry
of Jesus, before the gap between himself and the Pharisees became so severe they could not be friendly
with each other. Jesus would eat with Pharisees and tax collectors alike. Pharisees are described in
Luke 18:9-14. Johnson says: “We must imagine the guests arriving, Sitnon greeting each one with a
hug and kiss {this was the custom], having slaves to wash their feet [it was dusty and they wore san-
dals], pouring olive oil over their heads to moisten the parched skin [which also was the custom']. But
one guest is ignoted. he is a poor man, not a Pharisee, invited as an act of snobbish pride. He gets no
kiss of greeting, no hug; no slave washes his feet, but of course a poor man would not expect such
things.”

37, A woman , . . sinful life. The language implies she was a prostitute in Capernaum. She heard that
Jesus, The fame of Jesus was the talk of the town. She believed there was mercy, even for her. So she
brought. The room whete they were eating had no door, but the whole front of it was open, making it
easy to slip in. :

38, And stood behind Jesus. Rather than sitting up, these people lay on their side on a couch when
they ate a feast. She stands behind him, at his feet [which stick out behind the couch]. Crying and
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When the Pharisee who had invited Jesus saw
this, he said to himself, “If this man really were a
prophet, he would know who this woman is who
is touching him; he would know what kind of
sinful life she leads!”

40Jesus spoke up and sald to him, “Slmon, 1
have something to tell you.”

“Yes, Teacher,” he said, “tell me.”

41“There were two men who owed money to a
money-lender,” Jesus began; “‘one owed him five
hundred dollars and the other one fifty dollars.
“?Neither one could pay him back, so he can-

celed the debts of both. Which one, then, will’

love him more?”’

43T suppose,”’ answered Simon, “that it would
be the one who was forgiven more.”

“Your answer is correct,” said Jesus. *Then
he turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do
you see this woman? I came into your home, and
you gave me no water for my feet, but she has
washed my feet with her tears and dried them
with her hair. **You did not welcome me with a
kiss, but she has not stopped kissing my feet

-~ owed

wiped them with her hair,
kissed them and poured per-
fume on them.

When the Pharisee who 39
had invited him saw this, he
said to himself, “‘If this man
were a prophet, he would
know w ls touchmg him
and what kmd of woman she
is—that she is a sifner.’

Jesus answered him, 40
“Simon, I have something °
to tell you.”

“Tell me, teacher,” he
said.

“Two men owed money to 41
a certain moneylender.
him five hundred
denarii, and the other fifty.
Neither of them had the 42
money to pay him back, so
he canceled the debts of
both. Now which of them
will love him more?”

Simon replied, “I suppose 43
the one who had the bigger
debt canceled.”

“You have gudged cor-
rectly,” Jesus said

Then he turned toward the 44
woman and said to Simon,
“Do you see this woman? 1
came into your house. You
did not give me any water for
for my feet, but she wet my
feet with her tears and wiped
them with her hair. You did 45
did not give me a kiss, but
this woman, from the time
I entered, has not stopped

wetting his feet. These are tears of repentance, with a deep sense of sin, and a strong hope of mercy
and forgiveness. She dried his feet with her long hair, and poured the perfume on them.

39. When the Pharisee. He was surprised that Jesus would not drive her away. He said to himself.
Simon decides in his own mind that Jesus: (1) either does not know what this woman is - which no true
prophet could fail to know; (2) or he knows it and still lets her touch him - which defiles him, and no
true prophet would allow this. Therefore, Simon decides Jesus is not a prophet at all.

40-43. Jesus spoke up. He answers the unspoken question of Simon. Two men who owed money. This
is a parable - using common things to teach spiritual truth. Neither could pay him back. Both were
helpless, as we all are before God. So he canceled the debts. This is GRACE: an undeserved favor. Which
one, then? Grace brings love. Will one love him more than the other? The one who was forgiven more.
This is Simon’s evaluation. By it he judges himself.

44-46. I came into your home. Jesus shows the sharp contrast between Simon and the woman. Simon
refused him water; she gave him her tears [which Augustine calls the blood of her heart.]. Simon would
not greet him with a kiss; she kissed his feet. Simon refused to provide oil for his head; she covered his
feet with expensive petfume. Simon treated Jesus as a servant; she treated him as a king. [The water
for the feet, the kiss, and the oil for the head were normal etiquette in that part of the world.]
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since I came. *You provided no oil for my head,
but she has covered my feet with perfume. I tell
you, then, the great love she has shown proves
that her many sins have been forgiven, Whoever,
has been forgiven little, however, shows only a
little love.” : -

“Then Jesus said to the woman, “Your sins
are forgiven.”

“The others sitting at the table began to say
to themselves, *“Who is this, who even forgives
sins?”’ ,

SBut Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith
has saved you; go in peace.”

Women Who Accompanied Jesus

Some time later Jesus traveled through towns
8 and villages, pteaching the Good News about
the Kingdom of God. The twelve disciples went
with him, 2and so did some women who had been
healed of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (who was

kissing my feet, You did not 46
anoint my head with oil, but
she has anointed my feet
with perfume, Therefore, 1 47
tell you, her many sins have
been forgiven—for she loved
much, But he loves little
who has been forgiven
little,”

Then Jesus said to her, 48
“Your sins are forgiven.”

The other guests began to 49
say among themselves,
“Who is this who even for-
gives sins?”’

Jesus said to the woman, 50
“Your faith has saved you;
go in peace.”

The Parable of the Sower

After this, Jesus traveled
8 about from one city and
village to anothet, proclaim-
the good news of the king-
dom of God. The Twelve
were with him, and also 2
some women who had been
cuted of evil spirits and dis-
eases: Mary, called Mag-
dalene, from whom seven
demons had come out;

called Magdalene), from whom seven demons

47-50. 1 tell you, then. “‘Simon, if the one who was forgiven more will love more, this woman's great
love proves she has been forgiven, because she had a lot to be forgiven for.” [Simon thinks of the

“woman as vety sinful and doubts her repentance; and thinks of himself as not a sinner at all.] Your

sins are forgiven. Jesus rewards her faith and love by pronouncing her forgiven. Who is this? That s,
what right does this man have to forgive sins? But Jesus said to the woman. Jesus ignores their
questions. He tells her to go in peace, He has given her back her dignity. LEsson For us: (1) Some
‘may feel more guilt, but all are equally unable to cancel the guilt of sin. (2) Christ can forgive.
(3) “Decent”” people may not recognize their deep need. (4). Not sin itself, but awareness of sin for-
given produces love. Gratitude is based on appreciation; and appreciation is based on a sense of need.
Simon had no sense of need, did not ask to be forgiven, and received no forgiveness. The woman knew-
her need, came to Jesus, and was put tight with God.
1. Jesus traveled through towns and villages. A tour of missions. Only Luke tells us about this.

2. And so did some women. The fact that these women were part of the group who went along with
Jesus was contrary to Jewish custom. The teachers of the Law did not believe women should be taught
spiritual matters. Jesus breaks down all barriers (Gal. 3:28). Mary. There is no reason at all to think
that she was the woman at Simon’s house (Luke 7:37). She was one of the most devoted friends of
Christ, and was first to see him when he raised from death (John 20:16). The women named all must
have had wealth and influence, [On demon possession, see note on Matt, 4:24; 8:28-29.]
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had been driven out; *Joanna, the wife of Chuza
who was -an officer in Herod’s court; and Su-
sanna, and many other women who used their
own resources to help Jesus and his disciples.

The Parable of the Sower
(Also Mait. 13.1-9; Mark 4.1-9)

“People kept coming to Jesus from one town
after another; and when a great crowd gathered,
Jesus told this parable,

$“A man went out to sow his seed. As he
scattered the seed in the field, some of it fell
along the path, whete it was stepped on, and the
birds ate it up. *Some of it fell on rocky ground,
and when the plants sprouted they dried up,
because the soil had no moisture. "Some of the
seed fell among thorns, which grew up. with the
plants and choked them. *And some seeds fell
in good ‘soil; the plants grew and bore grain, one
hundred grains each.”

And Jesus concluded, ‘Listen, then, if you
have ears to hear with!”

The Purpose of the Parables
(Also Mazt. 13.10-17; Mark 4.10-12)

°His disciples asked Jesus what this parable
meant. %Jesus answered, “The knowledge of the
secrets of the Kingdom of God has been given
to you; but to the rest it comes by means of
parables, so that they may look but not see, and
listen but not understand.”

Joanna the wife of Chuza,
the manager of Herod's
household;” Susanna; and
many others. These women
were helping to support
them out of their own
means.

While a large crowd was
gathering and people were
coming to Jesus from town
after town, he told this
parable:

“A farmer went out to sow
his seed. As he was scatter-
ing the seed, some fell alon,
the path; it was trample
on, and the birds of the air
ate it up. Some fell on rock,
and when it came up, the
plants withered because they
had no moisture. Other seed
fell among thotns, which
grew up with it and choked
the plants. Still other seed
fell on good soil. It came up
yielded a crop, a hundred
times more than was sown.”

When he said this, he
called out, ‘“He who hasears
to hear, let him hear.”

His disciples asked him
what this parable meant. He
said, “The knowledge of the
secrets of the kingdom of
God has been given to you,
but to others, I speak in
parables, so that,

‘though seeing, they may

not see;
though hearing, they
may not understand.’

[y
(=

3. Joanna. Nothing more is known of her. Note that her husband was an officer in Herod’s court,
which shows her social standing. [Herod Antipas. See note on Matt, 2:1.] Susanna. Mentioned only
here. Who used their own resources. Note that they financed this tour of missions. What they were
doing was unusual, but the customs of Palestine permitted them to do this [without scandal] to show

their gratitude and devotion.

4-15. A man went out to sow his seed. For notes on this parable, see Matt. 13:1-23.



Ch. 8 LUKE

271

Jesus Explains the Parable of the Sower
(Also Matt. 13.18-23; Mark 4.13-20)

11°This is what the parable means: the seed is
the word of God. **The seed that fell along the
path stands for those who hear; but the Devil
comes and takes the message away from their
hearts to keep them from believing and being
saved. *The seed that fell on rocky ground
stands for those who hear the message and
receive it gladly. But it does not sink deep into
them; they believe only for a while, and fall away
when the time of testing comes. *The seed that
fell among thorns stands for those who hear; but
the wotries and riches and pleasures of this life
crowd in and choke them, and their fruit never
ripens. 5The seed that fell in good soil stands
for those who hear the message and retain it in a
good and obedient heart, and persist until they
bear fruit.”

A Lamp under a Bowl
(Also Mark 4.21-25)

16“No one lights a lamp and covers it with a
bowl or puts it under a bed. Instead, he puts
it on the lampstand, so that people will see the
light as they come in. 7 Whatever is hidden away
will be brought out into the open, and whatever
is covered up will be found and brought to light.

18¢Be careful then, how you listen; because
whoever has something will be given more, but
whoever has nothing will have taken away from
him even the little he thinks he has.”

“This is the meaning of
the parable; The seed is the
word of God, Those along
the path are the ones who
hear, and then the devil
comes and takes away the
word from their hearts, so
that they cannot believe and
be saved, Those on the rock
are the ones who receive the
word with joy when they hear
it, but they have no root.
They believe for a while, but
in the time of testing they fall
away., The seed that fell
among thorns stands for
those who hear, but as they
go on their way they are
choked by life’s worries,
riches and pleasures, and
they do not mature, But the
seed on good soil stands for
those with a noble and good
heart, who hear the word,
retain it, and by persevering
produce a crop.

A Lamp on a Stand

“No one lights a lamp and
hides it in a jar or puts it un-
der a bed. Instead, he putsit
on a stand, so that those who
come in can see thelight. For
there is nothing hidden that
will not be disclosed, and
nothing concealed that will
not be known or brought out
into the open. Thereforecon-
sider carefully how you lis-
ten. Whoever has will be
given more; whoever does
not have, even what he
thinks he has will be taken
from him.”

11
12

13

14

16

17

16-18. No one lights & lamp and covers it. See notes on Matt. 5:15; Mark 4:21-25. Mark says: “‘Pay
attention to what you hear.” Luke says: “Be careful, then, how you listen." What we hear depends

upon how we listen.
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Jesus’ Mother and Brothers
(Also Matt. 12.46-50; Mark 3.31-35)

19Jesus’ mother and brothers came to him,
but were unable to join him because of the crowd.
2Someone said to Jesus, ‘“Your mother and
brothers are standing outside and want to see
you'!’

*Jesus said to them all, “My mother and
brothers are those who hear the word of God and
obey it.”

Jesus Calms a Storm
(Also Matt. 8.23-27; Mark 4.35-41)

22Qpe day Jesus got into a boat with his dis-
ciples and said to them, “Let us go across to the
other side of the lake.” So they started out. °As
they were sailing, Jesus went to sleep. A strong
wind blew down on the lake, and the boat began
to fill with water, putting them all in great
danger. **The disciples came to Jesus and woke
him up, saying, ‘“‘Master, Master! We are about
to diel”

Jesus got up and gave a command to the wind
and to the stormy water; they quieted down and
there was a great calm. **Then he said to the
disciples, “Where is your faith?”

But they were amazed and afraid, and said to
one another, “Who is this man? He gives orders
to the winds and waves, and they obey him!”’

Jesus Heals a Man with Demons
(Also Matt. 8.28-34; Mark 5.1-20)

2They sailed on over to the territory of the
Gergesenes, which is across the lake from

Jesus’ Mother and Brothers

Now Jesus’ mother and
brothers came to see him,
but they were not able to get
near him because of the
crowd. Someone told him,
“Your mother and brothers
are standing outside, want-
ing to see you.”

He replied, ‘“My mother
and brothers are those who
hear God’s word and put it
into practice.” ’

Jesus Calms the Storm

One day Jesus said to his
disciples, ‘“‘Let’s go over to
the other side of the lake.”
So they got into a boat and
set out, As theysailed, he fell
asleep. A squall came down
on the lake, so that the boat
was beinf swamped, and
they were In great danger.

The disciples went and
woke him, saying, ‘“Master,
Master, we're going to
drown!”

He got up and rebuked the
wind and the raging waters:
the storm subsig

was calm. ‘“Where is your
faith?” he asked his dis-
ciples.

In fear and amazement
they asked one another,
“Who is this? He commands
even the winds and the
water, and they obey him.”

The Healing of a Demon-
possessed Man

They sailed to the region
of the Gerasenes, which is
across the lake from Galilee.

19

20

21

22

23

ed, and all *

19-21, Jesus’ mother and brothers came to him. See notes on Matt, 12:46-50; Mark 3:21.
22-25. One day Jesus got into a heat with his disciples. For notes on the Calming of the Storm, see

Matt, 8:23-27.

26-39. A man from town who had demons in him. See notes on Matt. 8:28-34. The incident with the
pigs proves the demons were not “‘make-believe.” [Some scholars believe such demon possession

disappeared after 70 A.D. when Jerusalem was destroyed.]
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Galilee. *’As Jesus stepped: ashore, he was met
by a man from the town who had demons in him.
He had gone for a long time without clothes, and
would not stay at home, but spent his time in the
burial caves. **When he saw Jesus he gave a loud
cry, fell down before him, and said in a loud
voice, ‘“Jesus, Son of the Most High God! What
do you want with me? I beg you, don’t punish
mel”’?°He said this because Jesus had ordered
the evil spirit to go out of him. Many times it had
seized him, and even though he was kept a
prisoner, his hands and feet tied with chains, he
would break the chains and be driven by the
demon out into the desert.

3%Jesus asked him, ‘“What is your name?”’

“My name is ‘Mob,’ ”’ he answered—because
many demons had gone into him. **The demons
begged Jesus not to send them into the abyss.

327 large herd of pigs was near by, feeding on
the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let
them go into the pigs, and he let them, **So the
demons went out of the man and into the pigs;
the whole herd rushed down the side of the cliff.
into the lake and were drowned.

%4The men who were taking care of the pigs
saw what happened, so they ran off and spread
the news in the town and among the farms.
$SPeople went out to see what had happened.
They came to Jesus and found the man from
whom the demons had gone out sitting at the
feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind; and
they were all afraid. **Those who had seen it told
the people how the man had been cured. *’Then
all the people from the territory of the Gergesenes
asked Jesus to go away, because they were
terribly afraid. So Jesus got into the boat and
left. **The man from whom the demons had
gone out begged Jesus, “Let me go with you.”

But Jesus sent him away, saying, **“Go back
home and tell what God has done for you.”

When Jesus stepped ashore,
he was met by a demon-
possessed man from the
town, For a long time this
man had not worn clothes or
lived in a house, but had
lived in the tombs. When he
saw Jesus, he cried out and
fell at his feet, shouting at
the top of his voice, “What
do you want with me, Jesus,
Son of the Most High God?
Ibeg you, don’t torture mel”
For Jesus had commanded
the evil spirit to come out of
the man, Many times it had
seized him, and though he
was chained hand and foot
and kept under guard, he
had broken his chains and
had been driven by the de-
mon into solitary places.

Jesus asked him, “Whatis
your name?”’

“Legion,” he replied, be-
cause many demons had
gone into him. And they
begged him repeatedly not to
order them to go into the
Abyss.

A herd of many pigs was
feeding there on the hillside,
The demons begged Jesus to
let them go into them, and
he gave them permission.
When the demons came out
of the man, they went into
the pigs, and the herd
rushed down the steep bank
into the lake and was
drowned.

When those tending the
pigs saw whathad happened,
they ran off and reported
this in the town and country-
side, and the people went out
to see what had happened,
When they came to Jesus,
they found the man from
whom the demons had gone
out, sitting at Jesus’ feet,
dressed and in his right
mind; and they were afraid,
Those who had seen it told
the people how the demon-
possessed man had been
cuted. Then all the people
of the region of the Gera.
senes asked Jesus to leave
them, because they were

27

29

[£5]

7
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The man went through the whole town telling
what Jesus had done for him.

Jairus’ Daughter and the Woman
Who Touched Jesus’ Cloak

(Also Matt. 9.18-26; Mark 5.21-43)

4“When Jesus returned to the other side of the
lake the crowd welcomed him, because they had
all been waiting for him. **Then a man named
Jairus arrived, an official in the local synagogue,
He threw himself down at Jesus’ feet and begged
him to go to his home, *’because his only
daughter, twelve years old, was dying.

As Jesus went along, the people were crowding
him from every side. **A certain woman was
there who had suffered from severe bleeding for
twelve years; she had spent all she had on
doctors, but no one had been able to cure her.
#She came up in the crowd behind Jesus and
touched the edge of his cloak, and her bleeding
stopped at once. **Jesus asked, “Who touched
me?”

Everyone denied it, and Peter said, “Master,
the people are all around you and crowding in
on you.”

46But Jesus said, ‘‘Someone touched me, for I
knew it when power went out of me.” *"The
woman saw that she had been found out, so she
came, trembling, and threw herself at Jesus’ feet.
There, in front of everybody, she told him why
she had touched him and how she had been
healed at once. *Jesus said to her, “My
daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in
peace.”

overcome with fear. So he
got into the boat and left.
The man from whom the
demons had gone out begged
to go with him, but Jesus sent
him away, saying, “Return
home and tell how much
God has done for you.” So
the man went away and told
all over town how much
Jesus had done for him.

A Dead Girl and
a Sick Woman

Now when Jesus returned,
a crowd welcomed him, for
they were all expecting him,
Just then a man named Jait-
us, aruler of the synagogue,
came and fell at Jesus’ feet,
pleading with him to come
to his house because his only
daughter, a girl of about
twelve, was dying.

As Jesus was on his way,
the crowds almost crushed
him. And awomanwas there
who had been subject to
bleeding for twelve years,
but no one could heal her.
She came up behind him and
touched the edge of his
cloak, and immediately her
bleeding stopped.

“Whotouched me?” Jesus
asked.

When they all denied it,
Peter said, ‘“Master, the peo-
ple are crowding and pres-
sing against you.”

But Jesus said, “Someone
touched me; I know that
power has gone out from
me.”

Then the woman, seeing
that she could not go un-
noticed, came trembling and
fell at his feet. In the pres-
ence of all the people, she
told why she had touched
him and how she had been
instantly healed. Then he
said to her, ‘“Daughter, your
faith has healed you. Go in
peace.”

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

40-56. Then a man named Jairus arrived. This was the second time Jesus raised a person from death.
[The first is in Luke 7:1-17.] For notes on Jairus’ daughter and the woman who touched Jesus’ cloak,

see Matt, 9:18-26; Mark 5:21-43.
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““While Jesus was saying this, a messenger
came from the official’s house. “Your daughter
has died,” he told Jairus; ‘“don’t bother the
Teacher any longer.”

s°But Jesus heard it and said to Jairus, “Don’t
be afraid; only believe, and she will be well.”

5'When he arrived at the house he would not
let anyone go in with him except Peter, John,
and James, and the child’s father and mother.
s’Everyone there was crying and mourning for
the child, Jesus said, “Don’t cry; the child is not
dead—she is only sleeping!”’

3They all made fun of him, because they knew
that she was dead. *But Jesus took her by the
hand and called out, “Get up, child!” s*Her life
returned and she got up at once; and Jesus
ordered them to give her something to eat. *Her
parents were astounded, but Jesus commanded
them not to tell anyone what had happened.

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Disciples
(Also Matt. 10.5-15; Mark 6.7-13)

Jesus called the twelve disciples together and
9 gave them power and authority to drive out
all demons and to cure diseases. *Then he sent
them out to preach the Kingdom of God and to
heal the sick. *He said to them, ‘“Take nothing
with you for the trip: no walking stick, no
beggar’s bag, no food, no money, not even an

_extra shirt. “Wherever you are welcomed, stay in

the same house until you leave that town;
swherever people don’t welcome you, leave that
town and shake the dust off your feet as a
warning to them.”

The disciples left and traveled through all the
villages, preaching the Good News and healing
people everywhere.

While Jesus was
speaking, someone came
from the house of Jairus, the
synagogue ruler, “Your
daughter is dead,” he said.
“Don't bother the teacher
any more.’

Heating this, Jesus said 50

to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid;
just believe, and she will be
healed.”

When he atrived at the 51

house of Jairus, he did not
let anyone go in with him ex-
cept Peter, John and James,
and the child’s father and

mother, Meanwhile, all the 52

people were wailing and
moutning for her. “Sto
wailing,”’ Jesus said, "She is
not dead but asleep.”

They laughed at him, 53

knowing that she was dead.

But he took her by the hand 54

and said, “My child, get

up!” Her spirit returned 55

and at once she stood up,
Then Jesus told them to give

her something to eat. Her 56

parents were astonished, but
he ordered them not to tell
anyone what had happened.

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve

When Jesus had called
9 the Twelve together, he
ave them power and author-
ity to drive out all demons
and to cure diseases, and he
sent them out to preach the
kingdom of God ahd to heal
the sick. He told them:
“Take nothing for the jour-
ney—no staff, no bag, no
bread, no money, no extra
tunic, Whatever house you
enter, stay.there until you
leave that town. If people do
not welcome you, shake the
dust off your feet when you
leave theit town, as a testi-
mony against them.” So they
set out and went from village
to village, preaching the gos-
peland healing people every-
where,

still 49

1-6. Jesus called the twelve disclples together, The “sending out’ of the Twelve is given in the greatest

detail by Matthew. See notes on Matt. 10:1-15.
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Herod’s Confusion
(Also Matt. 14.1-12; Mark 6.14-29)

"Herod, the ruler of Galilee, heard about all
the things that were happening; he was very con-
fused about it because some people were saying,
“John the Baptist has come back to lifel” *Others
said that Elijah had appeared, while others said
that one of the prophets of long ago had come
back to life. “Herod said, “I had John’s head cut
off; but who is this man I hear these things
about?”’ And he kept trying to see Jesus.

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
(Also Matt. 14.13-21; Mark 6.30-44; John 6.1-14)

19The apostles came back and told Jesus every-
thing they had done. He took them with him and
they went off by themselves to a town named
Bethsaida, ''When the crowds heard about it
they followed him. He welcomed them, spoke to
them about the Kingdom of God, and healed
those who needed it.

2When the sun had begun to set, the twelve
disciples came to him and said, ““Send the people
away so they can go to the villages and farms
around here and find food and lodging, because
this is a lonely place.” ‘

*But Jesus said to them, ‘“You yourselves give
them something to eat.”

They answered, “All we have is five loaves
and two fish. Do you want us to go and buy food
for this whole crowd:” !“(There were about five
thousand men there.) ‘

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘“Make the people
sit down in groups of about fifty each.”

Now Herod the tetrarch
heard about all that was
going on. And he was per-
plexed, because some were
saying that John had been
raised from the dead, others
that Elijah had appeared,
and still others that one of
the prophets of long ago had
come back to life, But Herod
said, ‘I beheaded John.
Who, then, is this I hear
such things about?’’ And he
tried to see him.

Jesus Feeds the Five
Thousand

When the apostles re-
turned, they reported to
Jesus what they had done.
Then he took them with him
and they withdrew by them-
selves to a town called Beth-
saida, but the crowds
learned about it and follow-
ed him. He welcomed them
and spoke to them about the
kingdom of God, and healed
those who needed healing.

Late in the afterncon the
Twelve came to him and
said, ‘‘Send the crowd away

'so they can go to the sur-

rounding  villages and
countryside and find food
and lodging, because we are
in a remote place here.”

He replied, “You give
them something to eat.”

They answered, ‘“We have
otily five loaves of bread and
two fish—unless we go and
buy food for all this crowd.”
(About five thousand men
were there.)

But he said to his disci-
ples, “Have them sitdown in
groups of about fifty each.”

—

2

—

3

7-9. Herod,the ruler of Galilee. [Herod Antipas. See note on Matz. 2:1.] For notes on Herod’s confu-

sion, see Matt, 14:1-12,

10-17. They went off hy themselves. See notes on Matt. 14:13-27 about the Feeding of the Five
Thousand. Bethsaida. This is Bethsaida-Julias, at the top of Lake Galilee, near where the Jordan flows
into it. [The other Bethsaida was on the western shore of the lake, near Capernaum,] Matthew tells us
they were in a lonely place, which was probably the narrow plain of El-Batihah on the eastern shore.
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15The disciples did so and made them all sit
down, '¢Jesus took the five loaves and two fish,
looked up to heaven, thanked God for them,
broke them, and gave them to the disciples to
distribute to the people. "They all ate and had
enough; and the disciples took up twelve baskets
of what the people left ovet.

Peter’s Declaration about Jesus
(Also Matt. 16.13-19; Mark 8.27-29)

180ne time when Jesus was praying alone, the
disciples came to him. ““Who do the crowds say I
am?”’ he asked them.

19Some say that you are John the Baptist,”
they answered. ‘‘Others say that you are Elijah,
while others say that one of the prophets of long
ago has come back to life.”

. 20“What about you?”’ he asked them. ‘“Who

do you say I am?”

Peter answered, ‘“You are God’s Messiah.”

Jesus Speaks about His Suffering and Death
(Also Matt. 16.20-28; Mark 8.30-9.)

1Then Jesus gave them strict orders not to
tell this to anyone, **and added, ‘‘The Son of
Man must suffer much, and be rejected by the
elders, the chief priests, and the teachers of the
Law. He will be put to death, and be raised to
life on the third day.”

22 And he said to all, “If anyone wants to come
with me, he must forget himself, take up his
cross every day, and follow me. 2*For whoever
wants to save his own life will lose it; but whoever

The disciples did so, and 15
evetybody sat down, Taking 16
the five loaves and the two
fish and looking up to heay-
en, he gave thanks and
broke them. Then he gave
them to the disciples to set
before the people. They all
ate and were satisfied, and
the disciples picked up
twelve basketfuls of broken
pieces that wete left over.

[y

7

Peter’s Confession of Christ

Once when Jesus was pray- 18
ing in private and his disci-
ples were with him, he asked
them, “Who do the crowds
say [ am?”

They replied, “Some say 19
John the Baptist; others say
Elijah; and still others, that
one of the prophets of long
ago has come back to life.”

“But what about you?” 20
he asked. ““Who do you say 1
am?”’

Peter answered, ‘““The
Christ of God."”

Jesus strictly warned them 21
not to tell this to anyone.
And he said, “The Son of 22
Man must suffer many
things and be rejected by the
elders, chief priests and
teachers of the law, and he
must be killed and on the
third day be raised to life.”

Then he said to them all: 23
“If anyone would come after
me, he must deny himself
and take up his cross daily
and follow me. For whoever 24
wants to save his life will lose
it, but whoever loses his life

18-21. One time when Jesus was praying alone, Only Luke mentions

that he was praying alone when

the disciples came to him and he asked them this question, Who do the crowds say I am? He does not

ask this for information, but to “draw out” a declaration of their

own faith. See notes on Matt,

16:13-20. You are God’s Messiah. Peter says what they all believe, This fact that Jesus is God’s Messiah

is the foundation stone upon which the church of Christ is buitt.

22-27. The Son of Man must suffer much, [Son of Man: see Luke 22:69-70.] This is his first announce-

ment that he must suffer and die, See notes on Matt, 16:20-28.
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loses his life for my sake will save it. 2Will a man
gain anything if he wins the whole world but is
himself lost or defeated? Of course not! 2°If a
man is ashamed of me and of my teaching, then
the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he
comes in his glory and the glory of the Father
and of the holy angels. ¥Remember this! There
are some here, I tell you, who will not die until
they have seen the Kingdom of God.”

The Transfiguration
(Also Matt. 17.1-8; Mark 9.2-8)

28 About a week after he had said these things,
Jesus took Peter, John, and James with him and
went up a hill to pray. 2*While he was praying,
his face changed its appearance and his clothes
became dazzling white. **Suddenly two men were
there talking with him, They were Moses and
Elijah, *‘who appeared in heavenly glory and
talked with Jesus about how he would soon fulfill
God’s purpose by dying in Jerusalem. **Peter and
his companions were sound asleep, but they
awoke and saw Jesus’ glory and the two men who
were standing with him. **As the men were
leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, ‘“Master, it is a
good thing that we are here. We will make three
tents, one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.”” (He really did not know what he was
saying.)

“While he was still speaking, a cloud
appeared and covered them with its shadow;
and the disciples were afraid as the cloud came

for me will save it. What
good is it for a man to gain
the whole world, and yetlose
or forfeit his very self? If any-
one is ashamed of me and
my words, the Son of Man
will be ashamed ofhim when
he comes in his glory and in
the glory of the Father and
of the holy angels. I tell you
the truth, some who are
standing here will not taste
death before they see the
kingdom of God.”

About eight days after
Jesus said this, he took Peter,
John and James with him
and went up onto a moun-
tain to pray. As he was pray-
ing, the apé)earance of his
face changed, and his clothes
became as bright as a flash
of lightning. Two men,
Moses and Elijah, appeared
in glorious splendor, talking
with Jesus. They spoke
about his departure, which
he was about to bring to ful-
fillment at Jerusalem, Peter
and his companions were
very sleepy, but when they
became fully awake, they
saw his glory and the two
men standing with him. As
the men were leaving Jesus,
Peter said to him, ‘“Master,
it is good for us to be here.
Let us put up three shelters
—one for you, one for Moses
and one for Elijah.” (He did
;\ot know what he was say-
ng.

While he was speaking, a
cloud appeared and envel-
oped them, and they were
afraid as they entered the

25

26

27

28

29

30

i

32

33

34

28-36. About a week after he had said these things. [A week ends as the eighth day begins.] Luke tells
us that Jesus went up a hill to pray, and that while he was praying the Transfiguration took piace. See
notes on Matt. 17:1-9. 31, How he would soon fulffll God’s purpose. Not by setting up an earthly king-
dom (compare Johr 6:15), but by dying in Jerusalem (compare John 10:17-18). God’s purpose was to
make peace through his Son’s death (Col. 1:20). All men take part in Christ’s death (2 Cor 5:14), and
what mankind unconditionally lost in Adam, mankind unconditionally receives in Christ (Rom.
5:18-19), so that all who believe can become NEw in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17; Rom. 6). Jesus said: “If you
obey my teaching you are really my disciples; you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free"

John 8:31-32).
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over them, **A voice said from the cloud, ‘“This
is my Son, whom I have chosen—listen to him!”

**When the voice stopped, there was Jesus all
alone. The disciples kept quiet about all this,
and told no one at that time anything they
had seen,

Jesus Heals a Boy with an Evil Spirit
(Also Matt. 17.14-18; Mark 9.14-27)

*"The next day they went down from the hill,
and a large crowd met Jesus. **A man shouted
from the crowd, ‘“Teacher! Look, I beg you, at
my son—my only son! **A spirit attacks him with
a sudden shout and throws him into a fit, so that
he foams at the mouth; it keeps on hurting him
and will hatdly let him go! I begged your
disciples to drive it out, but they couldn’t.”

“Jesus answered, ‘“How unbelieving and wrong
you people are! How long must I stay with you?
How long do I have to put up with you?”’ Then
he said to the man, ‘“‘Bring your son here.”

42 As the boy was coming, the demon knocked
him to the ground and threw him into a fit. Jesus
gave a command to the evil spirit, healed the boy,
and gave him back to his father. **All the people
were amazed at the mighty power of God.

Jesus Speaks Again about His Death
(Also Mazt. 17.22-23; Mark 9.30-32)

The people were still marveling at everything
Jesus was doing, when he said to his disciples,
44“Don’t forget what I am about to tell you! The
Son of Man is going to be handed over to the
power of men.” “*But they did not know what
this meant. It had been hidden from them so
that they could not understand it, and they were
afraid to ask him about the matter.

cloud, A voice came from the 35
cloud, saying, “This is my
Son whom I have chosen;
listen to him,” When the 36
voice had spoken, they found
that Jesus was alone, The
disciples kept this to them-
selves, and told no one at
that time what they had seen,

The Healing of a Boy With
an Evil Spirit

The next day, when they 37
came down from the moun-
tain, a large crowd met him,

A man in the crowd called 38
out, “Teacher, I beg you to
look at my son, for he is my
only child. A spirit seizeshim 39
and he suddenly screams; it
throws him into convulsions

so that he foams at the
mouth, It scarcely ever
leaves him and is destroying
him. I begged your disciples 40
to drive it out, but they could
not.”

“0 unbelieving and per- 41
verse generation,” Jesus re-
plied, ‘how long shall I stay
with you and put up with
you? Bring your son here,”

Even while the boy was 42
coming, the demon threw
him to the ground in a con-
vulsion. But Jesus rebuked
the evil spirit, healed the boy
and gave him back to his
father. And they were all 43
amazed at the greatness of
God.

While everyone was mar-
veling at all that Jesus did,
he said to his disciples, “Lis- 44
ten carefully to what I am
about to tell you: The Son of
Man is going to be betrayed
into the hands of men.” But 45
they did not understand
what this meant. It was
hidden from them, so that
they did not grasp it, and
they were afraid to ask him
about it.

37-42. Teacher! Look, I beg you, at my son. For the healing of this boy with an evil spirit, see notes on

Matrt, 17:14-21,

43-45, Don’t forget what I am about to tell you. For this second announcement of his death, see notes

onMatt 17:22-23.
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Who Will Be the Greatest?
(Also Matt. 18.1-5; Mark 9.33-37) An axgument  statted 46

46 An argument came up among the disciples as
to which one of them was the greatest. *’Jesus
knew what they were thinking, so he took a
child, stood him by his side, “®and said to them,
“Whoever in my name welcomes this child,
welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me, also
welcomes the one who sent me. For he who is
least among you all is the greatest.”

Who Is not against You Is for You
(Also Mark 9.38-40)

“John spoke up, ‘‘Master, we saw a man
driving out demons in your name, and we told
him to stop, because he doesn’t belong to our
group.”

$0“PDo not try to stop him,” Jesus said to him
and to the other disciples, ‘‘because whoever is
not against you is for you.”

A Samaritan Village Refuses to Receive Jesus

1 As the days drew near when Jesus would be
taken up to heaven, he made up his mind and set
out on his way to Jerusalem. ?He sent messen-
gers ahead of him, who left and went into a
Samaritan village to get everything ready for
him. But the people there would not receive
him, because it was plain that he was going to

among the disciples as to
which of them would be the
greatest. Jesus, knowing 47
their thoughts, took a little
child and had him stand be-
side him. Then he said to 48
them, ““Whoever welcomes
this little child in my name
welcomes me; and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the
one who sent me. For he who

is least among you all—he is
the greatest.’

“Master,” said John, “we 49
saw a man driving out de-
mons in your name and we
tried to stop him, because he
is not one of us.”

“Do not stop him,” Jesus 50
said, “for whoever is not
against you is for you.”

Samaritan Opposition

As the time approached 51
for him to be taken up to
heaven, Jesus resolutely set
out for Jerusalem, and he 52
sent messengers on ahead.
They went into a Samaritan
village to get things ready for
him, but the people there 53
did not welcome him, be-
cause he was headed for

46-50. As to which one of them was the greatest. See notes on Matt. 18:1-6, John spoke up. See notes
on John'’s statement in Mark 9:38-40.

51-52. As the days drew near. The time when he must suffer and die. Set out on his way to Jerusalem.
He knew what he must face there, but he has made up his mind, and will do as God wants him to do.
It is impossible to know the exact time frame here. This seems to be still early in Jesus’ public ministry.
Luke must intend to show that Jesus was aware of the Cross long before he came to it, and that this
Cross fuifilled Old Testament prophecy. Compare Luke 24:25-26. He sent messengers ahead of him.
Tofind a place to stay for the night, Went into a Samaritan village. Josephus says the Galileans usually
went through Samaria on their way to Jerusalem for the Feasts. The Samatitans and the Jews hated
each other.

53-54. Would not receive him. The reason given for this is that it was plain he was going to Jerusalem.
Perhaps if he had planned to stay there and teach and heal, they would have received him, Lord, do
you want us to call fire down? To refuse to receive a religious teacher was considered the same as
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Jerusalem. “When the disciples James and John
saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to
call fire down from heaven and destroy them?”

$5Jesus turned and rebuked them; ¢and they
went on to another village,

The Would-Be Followers of Jesus
(Also Matt. 8.19-22)

57As they went on their way, a certain man
said to Jesus, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.”

$6Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and
birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no
place to lie down and rest.” S°He said to another
man, “Follow me.”

But that man said, “Sir, first let me go back
and bury my father.”

9Jesus answered, ‘“‘Let the dead bury their
own dead. You go and preach the Kingdom
of God.”

81 Another man said, “I will follow you, sir;
but first let me go and say good-bye to my
family.”

2Jesus said to him, “Anyone who starts to
plow and then keeps looking back is of no use
for the Kingdom of God.”

Jerusalem, When the disci- 54
ples James and John saw
this, they asked, “Lord, do
you want us to call fire down-
from heaven to destroy
them?’’ But Jesus turned and

rebuked them, and they 56

went to another village.,

The Cost of Following Jesus

As they were walking 57
along the road, a man saj
to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.”

Jesus replied, “Foxes have 58
holes and birds of the air
have nests, but the Son of
Man has no place to lay his
head.”

He said to another man, 59
“Follow me.”

But the man replied,
“Lord, first let me go and
bury my father.”

Jesus said to him, “Letthe 60
dead bury their own dead,
but you go and proclaim the
kingdom of God,”

Still another said, “I will 61
follow you, Lord; but first let
me go back and say good-by
to my family,”

Jesus replied, ‘“No one 62

‘who puts his hand to the

plow and looks back is fit for
service in the kingdom of

God,”

rejecting his teaching. The two “Men of Thunder” (Mark 3:17) are ready to destroy the whole village.
Religious enthusiasm has caused people to sin by persecuting others. [But compare Elijah, 2 Kings
2:9-12,]

55, Jesus turned and rebuked them, He had not come to destroy, but to save! [A few manuscripts add:
“You don't know what kind of Spirit you belong to; for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's
Tives but to save them."']

57-62. A certaln man sald to Jesus. This must have happened many times. See notes on Matt. 8:18-22,
Matthew identifies this man as a teacher of the Law. I will follow you. That is, become a disciple and
travel with Jesus, But the Son of Man. The Messiah (see note on Matt. 10:23). Jesus tests this man’s
sincerity by pointing out the hardships. Jesus had no permanent home, and often spent the night out
in the open. He sald to another man. A disciple. See note on Matt. 8:21. Let the dead bury their own
dead, This disciple may have been an apostle who wanted to stay with his father until his father’s death.
Preaching the Kingdom of God has the very highest priority. Let the world take care of its own duties.
And then keeps looking back. This was not just ‘‘saying good-bye” to his family. This man feels he
cannot leave his family. A believer, ready to be buried with Christ in baptism, who goes home to talk
it over with unbelieving relatives, has a good chance of being talked out of doing it, See Matt. 10:34-39
and notes there. )
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Jesus Send Out the Seventy-two J;suss Sends Out
. the Seventy-two
After this the Lord chose another seventy- Aﬁg this the Lord ap-
10 two men and sent them out, two by two, to 10 pointed seventy-two
i othets and sent them two by
go al_lead of him to every town and place where | Pthets anc sent them | overy
he himself was about to go. *He said to them, | town and place where hewas
“There is a large harvest, but few workers to | r%‘;-stfils*’- ;fégtitfﬁ?méut{ﬁ: 2
gather it in. Pray to the owner of the harvest that | workers are few. Ask the
he will send out workers to gather in his harvest. | Lord of the harvest, there-
*Go! I am sending you like lambs among wolves. | tohis harvest field. Gol Iam 3
‘Don’t take a putse, ot a beggat’s bag, or shoes; | sending you out like lambs
, s among wolves. Do not takea 4
don’t stop to greet anyone on the road. SWhen- | purse or bagor sandals; and
ever you go into a house, first say, ‘Peace be Sgagot greet anyone on the
with this house.” If a peace-loving man lives| “Whenyou enter a house, 5
there, let your greeting of peace remain on him; | first say, ‘Peace to this
X . 7 house.’ If a man of peace is 6
if not, take back your gl‘eetlng of peace. Stay there, your peace will rest on
in that same house, eating and drinking what | him; if not, it will return to
. . you. Stay in that house, eat- 7
they offer you, because a worker should be given | ing and drinking whatever
his pay. Don’t move around from one house to | they giveyou, for the worker
"Wh it " d deserves his wages. Do not
another. enever you gO nto a town ang are move around from house to
made welcome, eat what is set before you, °heal ho}}gghen you enter a fown 8
the sick in that town, and say to the people there, | and are welcomed, eat what
‘The Kingdom of God has come near you.” *But | i set before you. Heal the 9
whenever you go into a town and ate not we- | them, The kingdom of God
comed there, go out in the streets and say, | is near you’ But when you 10
116 he dust f " that sticks t enter a town and are not wel-
Evel‘lt € aust 1rrom yOllr own at sticks to our comed' gf) into its streets
feet we wipe off against you; but remember this, | and say, “Even the dust of 11
your town that sticks to our -
feet we wipe off against you.
Yet be sure of this: Theking-

1. The Lord chose another seventy-two men. [A few manuscripts say seventy.] Only Luke tells this. It
must have taken place gfter the events already given. Seventy-two may have been a symbolic number,
and Grotlius, et. al., connect it with the seventy-two members of the Sanhedrin. Since Jesus had already
sent out the Twelve (Luke 9:1), it proves the deep influence of his teaching that he could find seventy-
two more capable of being sent out. Two by twe. So each could give the other ‘‘moral support.” Also,
at least two witnesses were required to establish truth under the Law. To every town and place. It was
perhaps six months before his death. He wants to go to every town in person, and he sends these ahead
as “advance-men” to prepare the people for his message.

2. There is a large harvest. See note on Mutt. 9:37, where he said this at a different time.

3-12. Go! He gives them roughly the same instructions as the twelve. See notes on Matt. 10. Matthew
gives the most detail, but Luke adds: “Donr't stop to greet anyone on the road.” The Jews had a ritual
for greeting people, and it took a lot of time [sometimes as much as three hours!]. They cannot spare
the time to do this, because there is work to be done. Peace be with this house. They are to greet people
with this blessing. [It was the custom for a guest to do this.] If a peace-loving man. The one who
deserves this blessing accepts these messengers as guests in his home [he is receptive].
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You will be thrown down to hell!”
15Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever listens

with joy and said, “Lord,
even the demons submit to

the Kingdom of God has come near you!” '2I tell | dom of iGuog is neatt;. 1 tell 12
i ou, it will be more bearable
you that on the Judgment Day God vY,lll show | You, 't day for Sodom than
mote mercy to Sodom than to that town! for that town,
W“Woe to y};)u,h Ch&)rlaz[;nl 13
N oe to you, Bethsaidal For
The Unbelieving Towns ;f the r&nracles tha; wgre per-
ormed in you had been
(AlSO Matt. 11.20'24) Is)egform%d in lrgy;e and
. P . P idon, they wou ave re-
1““How.terrlble it will be for you, Chorazin! | Jented Tong ago, sitting in
How terrible for you too, Bethsaida! If the sagflkcgoth and %shes.b?utf it 14
miracles which were performed in you had been Tyre and Sidon at the judg-
-performed in Tyre and Sidon, long ago the rcnentthan for you, And you, 15
people there would have sat down, put on sack- | fifieq up to the skiss? No.
cloth, and sprinkled ashes on themselves to show érouthwxl go down to the
that they had turned from their sins! *God will | “Fye'uno listens to you Tis- 16
show more mercy on the Judgment Day to Tyre | tens to me; he %vhtohrejecl;cs
and Sidon than to you. '*And as for you, Capet- Z;’J‘;crt?e,;: rejocts him who
naum| You wanted to lift yourself up to heaven? | sentme.
The seventy-two returned 17

to you, listens to me; whoever rejects you, rejects | U YOUrname.

me; and whoever rejects me, rejects the one who
sent me.”’

The Return of the Seventy-twe

"The seventy-two men came back in great
joy. “Lord,” they said, “‘even the demons obeyed
us when we commanded them in your name!” .

L

13-15, How terrible it will be for you. See notes on Matt, 11:20-24. He seems to be repeating what he
had said at a different time, to point out the sin of rejecting the Lord’s inessengers.

16. Whoever listens to you, listens to me. The Lord works by proxy through his people. See note on
Matt. 10:40.

17-20. The seventy-two men came back in great joy. Luke seems to emphasize the work of these
seventy-two, How long they had been out on their mission is not known. Even the demons obeyed us.
Jesus gave a promise to the Twelve (Matt. 10:8), and must have repeated it to the seventy-two. They
used the power of Christ's name. See note on Mark 9:38-40. 1saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.
It may be that Christ refers to the origmal fall of Satan. But it may also be prophetic, speaking of the
fall of Satan which will take place in the victory of the Cross. See I John 3:8; Rev. 20:1-3. So that you
can walk on snakes and scorpions. This sounds a lot like the language of Mark 16:17-18. It is a promise
of victory. And over all the power of the Enemy. This shows the snakes and scorpions are symbolic. But
don’t be glad. Pride causes Satan’s original fall, Because your names ave wrltten in heaven. The most
important reason to be glad is that we are God’s people!
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18Jesus answered them, “I saw Satan fall like
lightning from heaven. "*Listen! I have given
you authority, so that you can walk on snakes
and scorpions, and over all the power of the
Enemy, and nothing will hurt you. *But don’t
be glad because the evil spirits obey you; rather
be glad because your names are written in
heaven.”

Jesus Rejoices
(Also Maztt. 11.25-27; 13.16-17)

21 At that time Jesus was filled with joy by the
Holy Spirit, and said, “Father, Lord of heaven
and earth! I thank you because you have shown
to the unlearned what you have hidden from the
wise and learned. Yes, Father, this was done by
your own choice and pleasure.

22°My Father has given me all things. No one
knows who the Son is except the Father, and no
one knows who the Father is except the Son and
those to whom the Son wants to reveal him.”

23Then Jesus turned to the disciples and said
to them privately, ‘‘How fortunate you are, to see
the things you see! 2*Many prophets and kings,
I tell you, wanted to see what you see, but they
could not, and to hear what you hear, but they
did not.”

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

25A certain teacher of the Law came up and
tried to trap Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what
must I do to receive eternal life?”’

He replied, “I saw Satan 18
fall like lightning from
heaven. I have given you 19
authotity to trample on
snakes and scotpions, and to
overcome all the power of
enemy; nothing will harm
you, However, do not rejoice 20
that the spirits submit to
you, but rejoice that your
names are recorded in
heaven.

At that time Jesus, full of. 21
joy through the Holy Spirit,
said, ““I praise you, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden
these things from the wise
and learned, and revealed
them to litile children. Yes,
Father, for this was your
good ¥leasure. .

“All things have been 22
committed to me by my
Father. No one knows who
the Son is except the Father,
and no one knows who the
Father is except the Son and
those to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him.”

Then he turned to his dis- 23
cigles and said privately,
“Blessed are the eyes that
see what you see, For I tell 24
you that many prophets and
kings wanted to see what you
see but did not see it, and to
hear what you hear but did
not hear it.”

The Parable of
the Good Samaritan

On one occasion an expert 25
in the law stood up to test
Jesus, ‘“Teacher,” he asked,
“what must I do to inherit
eternal life?”

21-22. Father . . . I thank you. He said this more than once. See notes on Mait, 11:25-27.

23-24, How fortunate you are. See notes on Matt. 13:16-17. He probably said this more than once.
25-29, A certain teacher of the Law. Only Luke tells the Parable of the Good Samaritan, the Lost Son,
and the Rich Man and Lazarus. Trled to trap Jesus. His motive was not right. What must I do? Jesus
told people to turn from sin. This :nan did not think he had any sin. What do the Seriptures say? This
is the place to find God’s answers. You must love the Loxd your God. This teacher knew the Scriptures
and gave the cotrect answer. Do this and you wil! live, True worship to God includes “practicing what
you preach.” Jesus said: “Whoever loves me will cbey my message” (John 14:23). Wanted to put him-
self in the right. He had a “guilty conscience.” He does not love his fellow man, so, he asks: Who is

my fellow man? Jesus gives a parable in answet.,
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26Jesus answered him, “What do the Scriptures “What is written in the 26
say? How do you interpret them?” g s ied: “How do
*"The man answered, ““ “You must love the He answered: “ ‘Love the 27
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your mftw“;irﬂ?ﬁl“”}fgui“ your
. . i
soul, with all your strength, and with all your witE allll your strength and
[T ‘ . with all your mind’; and,
n(l)l;l:l 2 ;I,flfl,, You must love your fellow-man as Loy youf neighbor 2t your.
yourselt. self.
2866 3 ” 5 . 85 “You have answered cor- 28
_ Your answer is ,c,orrect, replied Jesus; “do rectly.” Josts replied, Do
this and you will live. this and you will live,”
*But the teacher of the Law wanted to put |  But he wanted to justify 29,
himself in the tright, so he asked Jesus, “Who | “And who is my neighbor?”
is my fellow-man?”’ {xk reply Jesus sal;i: . 30
m
""Jesus answered, “There was a man who was | fom Jef‘fsg;; & Toricho,
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when wpenélg fell into ‘chet ?andg
robbers attacked him, stripped him, and beat him of his clothee. beat him
him up, leaving him half dead. 3'It so happened | and went away, leaving him
P . ving . PP ‘| halfdead. A priest happened 31
that a priest was going down that road; when he | i e going down the same
saw the man he walked on by, on the other | road, %nd wher(li 1}: saw ?ﬁe
side. *In the same way a Levite also came there, | othor side- So too, » Levite. 32
went over and looked at the man, and then whgn he came to tl}le lgﬂace
walked on by, on the other side. *But a certain T other side. Bot wSarath 33
Samaritan who was traveling that way came upon | tan, as he traveled, came
. . whete the man was; and
him, and when he saw the man his heart was | yhen he saw him, he took
filled with pity. **He went over to him, poured p:ltg » rlm Iée ent (t)?“lllcilm 34
. » . {c
oil and wine on his wounds and bandaged them; | Houring on oil and wine.
then he put the man on his own animal and took hendg; put tthe man on his
him to an inn, where he took care of him. **The | T and tock care of hitn.
next day he took out two silver coins and gave ”lf{le next :aylaetooktol:lttwjto 35
them to the innkeel‘)er. ‘Take care of him,” he f{_,;"’{:,‘l’l‘(ese;;‘r. Bk e
told the innkeeper, ‘and when I come back this him,” he said, ‘and when I
way I will pay you back whatever you spend on | fo."any extra expense you
him.’” may have.

30-37, There was a man. A Jew, from Jerusalem. Who was going down. The road from Jerusalem to
Jericho descends over 3,000 feet in eighteen miles. When robbers attacked him. This road was danger-
ous to travel, for just that reason. Stripped him, and beat him up. They took everything he had, and
left him in serious condition from the beating. That a priest was going down. Jericho was a city of
priests. A priest ought to be a holy man, and the Law commanded mercy and help. In the same way a
Levite. A Levite served in the temple as an assistant to the priests. He even goes over and looks at the
wounded man, before going on his way, But a certain Samaritan. To get the full impact of this, you
must remember that Jews and Samaritans hated each other! “Jews will not use the same dishes that
Samaritans use’ (John 4:9), If anyone had an excuse to pass this man by, it was the Samaritan. His
heart was filled with pity. Note the contrast between the Samaritan and the others. His “‘pity”’ makes



286 LUKE

Ch. 10

And Jesus concluded, “In your opinion,
which one of these three acted like a fellow-man
toward the man attacked by the robbers?”’

#7The teacher of the Law answered, “The one
who was kind to him.”

Jesus replied, “You go, then, and do the
same.”

Jesus Visits Martha and Mary

8As Jesus and his disciples went on their way
he came to a certain village where a woman
named Martha welcomed him in her home.
**She had a sister named Mary, who sat down at
the feet of the Lord and listened to his teaching,
“°Martha was upset over all the work she had to
do; so'she came and said, “Lord, don’t you care
that my sister has left me to do all he work by
myself? Tell her to come and help mel”

“The Lord answered her, “Martha, Marthal
You are worried and froubled over so many
things, **but just one is needed. Mary has chosen
the right thing, and it will not be taken away
from her.”

“Which of these three do
you think was a neighbor to
the man who fell into the
hands of robbers?”

The expert in the law re-
plied, “The one who had
mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and
do likewise.”

At the Home of Martha
and Mary

As Jesus and his disciples
were on their way, he came
to a village where a woman
named Martha opened her
home to him. She had a sis-
ter called Mary, who sat at
the Lord’s feet listening to
what he said. But Martha
was distracted by all the
preparations that had to be
made. She came to him and
asked, “Lord, don’t you care
that my sister has left me to
do the work by myself? Tell
her to help me!”

“Martha, Martha,” the
Lord answered, ‘you are
worried and upset about
many things, but only one
thing is needed. Marty has
chosen what is better, and it
gi]l not be taken away from

er,”

36

37

38

39

40

41

£

him go out of his way to help this man. He gives him “'first aid,” puts him on his own animal [and per-
haps has to walk himself], takes him to an inn, stays the night with him, and pays the bill out of his own
pocket. [Inns are described in note on Luke 2:7.] Two stlver colns. This was two day’s pay at this time,
And he promised to pay more. Which one of these three. Clearly, the one who was kind. The teacher
of the Law cannot escape this. You go, then, and do the same. The teacher of the Law MusT show this
same spirit of help to everyone! All who need help are our “fellow man.” Christianity must submit to
no batriers of race or sect or political ideology.

38. He came to a certain village. This is Bethany, home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. We do not
know the exact time this happened. It might have been on his last trip to Jerusalem.

39. Who sat down at the feet of the Lord. We see Martha *“rushing around,” preparing the meal; while
Mary sits at his feet, listening to his teaching. But there is not as much difference between the two
women as seems to be,

40. Lord, don’t you care? Mattha thinks she has a problem, and she “lets this grow” until she speaks
sharply to Jesus. Sometimes we can bear the heaviest sorrows, and then stumble over some little thing.
Martha was a good woman,

41-42. You are worried and troubled over so many things. The Africans have a proverb: “Don’t sell
your elephant to buy medicine for your cat.” But just one is needed. The important thing was the
“bread of life,” Mary has chosen the right thing. Jesus can be with them only a short time, and it is
not too important whether he gets a feast or a piece of bread. But his teaching will stay with them all
their lives, and so it has the greatest importancel We must learn to classify things according to their
importance, If something must go undone, it ought to be of less importance.
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Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer
(Also Matt, 6.9-13; 7,7-1)

One time Jesus was praying in a certain

11 place. When he finished, one of his disci-
ples said to him, ‘‘Lord, teach us to pray, just as
John taught his disciples,”

Tesus said to them, “This is what you should
pray:

‘Father:

May your holy name be honored;
may your Kingdom come.
* Give us day by day the food we need.
4 Forgive us our sins,
because we forgive everyone who
does us wrong.

And do not bring us to hard tesung

SAnd Jesus said to his disciples, “Suppose one
of you should go to a friend’s house at midnight
and tell him, ‘Friend, let me borrow three loaves
of bread. °A friend of mine who is on a trip
has just come to my house and I don’t have any
food for him!’ "And suppose your friend should
answer from inside, ‘Don’t bother me! The door
is already locked, and my children and I are in
bed. I can't get up to give you anything.” *Well,
what then? I tell you, even if he will not get up
and give you the bread because he is your friend,
yet he will get up and give you everything you
need because you are not ashamed to keep on

asking. *And so I say to you: Ask, and you will’

receive; seek, and you will find; knock, and the

Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer

One day Jesus was
11 praying in a certain
place, When he finished,
one of his disciples said 10
him, “Lord, teach us to
pray, just as John taught his
disciples,”

He said to them, “When
you pray, say:

‘Father,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

Give us each day our daily

bread.

Forgive us our sins,

for we also forglve every-
one who sins
against us.
And Iead us notinto temp-
" tation.’

Then he said to them,
“Suppose one of you has a
friend, and he goes to him at
midnight and says, ‘Friend,
lend me three loaves of
bread, because a friend of
mine on a journey has come
to me, and I have nothing to
set before him.’

“Then the one inside an-
swets, ‘Don’t bother me.
The door is already locked,
and my children are with me
in bed. I can’t get up and
give you anything,’ 1 tell
you, though he will not get
up and give the bread
cause he is his friend, yet be-
cause of the man's persis-
tence he will get up and give
him as much as he needs.

“So I say to you: Ask and
it will be given to you; seek :
and you will find; knock and
the door will be opened to

1. One time Jesus was praying in a certain place. Luke does not tell where or when this happened.
But it seems to tie in with the Sermon on the Mount. Lord, teach us to pray. Matthew gives this “model
prayer”’ in Matt. 6:9-13. See notes there.

5.8. Friend, let me borrow three loaves of bread. Jesus gave this parable to teach that we should not
be ashamed to keep on asking God for what we need. Compare Matt. 7:7-11; also the parable of the
Widow and the Judge, Luke 18:1-8, My children and I are In bed. He cannot get up without waking
them up. Because you are not ashamed to keep on asking. How much more we ought to ExeecT from
our Father in heaven{ i

9-13. Ask, and you will recelve. See note on Matt. 7:7-11. Luke does not give a ‘‘chronological
history,’” and these events are ‘“‘out of sequence.” Will give the Holy Spirit, Matthew says: ‘good
things. " The Holy Spirit is the best possible gift. Compare Jokn 3:5; 7:37-39; Acts 2:38.
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door will be opened to you. '°For everyone who
asks will receive, and he who seeks will find, and
the door will be opened to him who knocks.
1"Would any of you who are fathers give your son
a snake when he asks for fish? ?Or would you
give him a scorpion’ when he asks for an egg?
3As bad as you are, you know how to give good
things to your children. How much mote, then,
the Father in heaven will give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him!”

Jesus and Beelzebul
(Also Mazt. 12,22-30; Mark 3.20-27)

14Jesus was driving out a demon that could not
talk; when the demon went out, theman began
to talk. The crowds were amazed, *but some of
the people said, “It is Beelzebul, the chief of
the demons, who gives him the power to drive
them out.”

18Qthers wanted to trap him, so they asked
him to perform a miracle to show God’s approval.
"But Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them,
“Any country that divides itself into groups that
fight each other will not last very long; a family
divided against itself falls apart. '*So if Satan’s
kingdom has groups fighting each other, how
can it last? You say that I drive out demons
because Beelzebul gives me the power to do so.
UIf this is how I drive them out, how do your
followers drive them out? Your own followers
prove that you are wrong! *°No, it is rather by
means of God’s power that I drive out demons,
which proves that the Kingdom of God has
already come to you.

24“When a strong man, with all his weapons
ready, guards his own house, all his belongings

you. For everyone who asks ‘10
receives; he who seeks finds;
and to him who knocks, the
door will be opened.

“Which of you fathers, if
your son asks for a fish, will
give him a snake instead?
Or if he asks for an egg, will 12
give him a scorpion? If you 13
then, though you are evil,
know how to give good gifis

—_

1

. to your children, how much -

mote will your Father in
heaven give the Holy Spirit
to those who ask him!”

Jesus and Beelzebub

Jesus was driving out a de- 14
mon that was mute. When
the demon left, the man who
had been dumb spoke, and
the crowd was amazed. But 15
some ofthem said, ‘‘By Beel-
zebub, the prince of demons,
he is driving out demons.”
Others tested him by asking 16
for a sign from heaven.,

Jesus knew their thoughts 17
and said to them: ‘“‘Any
kingdom divided against it-
self” will be ruined, and a
house divided against itself
will fall, If Satan is divided 18
against himself, how can his
kingdom stand? I say this
because you claim that I
drive out demons by Beelze-
bub. Now if I drive out de- 19
mons by Beelzebub, by
whom do your followers
drive them out? So then, -
they will be your judges. But 2
if I drive out demons by the
finger of God, then theking-
dom of God has come to

ou,

“When a strong man, 21
fully armed, guards his own.
house, his possessions are

14-26. It is Beelzebul . . . who gives him the power. See notes on Matt. 12:22-29, 43-45, This conver.

sation took place in Galilee.
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are safe. »?But when a stronger man attacks him
and defeats him, he carries away all the weapons
the owner was depending on and divides up what
he stole. '

23 Anyone who is not for me is really against
me; anyone who does not help me gather is really
scattering.”

The Return of the Evil Spirit
(Also Matt. 12.43-45)

2#4“When an evil spirit goes out of a man, it
travels over dry country looking for a place to

- rest. If it can’t find one, it says to itself, ‘I will

go back to my house which I left.” 25So it goes
back and finds the house clean and all fixed up.
2¢Then it goes out and brings seven other spirits

even worse than itself, and they come and live.

there. So that man is in worse shape, when it is
all over, than he was at the beginning.”

True Happiness .
*"When Jesus had said this, a woman spoke

‘up from the crowd and said to him, “How happy

is the woman who bore you and nursed you!”
*But Jesus answered, ‘‘Rather, how happy are
those who hear the word of God and obey it!”

The Demand for a Miracle
(Also Matt. 12.38-42)

2°As the people crowded around Jesus he went
on to say, ‘‘How evil are the people of this day!
They ask for a miracle, but none will be given
them except the miracle of Jonah. *°In the same
way that the prophet Jonah was a sign for the
people of Nineveh, so the Son of Man will be a

safe. But when someone 22
stronger attacks and over-
powers him, he takes away
the armor in which the man
trusted and divides up the
spoils.

“He who is not with me is 23
against me, and he who does
not gather with me, scatters.

“When an evil spirit 24
comes out of a man, it goes
through arid places seeking
rest and does not find it,
Then it says, ‘I will return to
the house I left.’ When it ar- 25

.rives, it finds the house

swept clean and put in or-
der, Then it goes and takes 26
seven other spirits mote
wicked than itself, and they

-goin and live there. And the

inal condition of that man
is worse than the first.”

As Jesus was saying these 27
things, a woman in the
crowd called out, “Blessed is
the mother who gave you
birth and nursed you.”

He replied,. ‘‘Blessed 28
rather are those who hear
the word of God and obey
it.!!

The Sign of Jonah

As the crowds increased, 29
Jesus said, “This is a wicked
generation. It asks for a mit-
aculous sign, but none will
be given it except the sign of
Jonah, For as Jonah was a 30
sign to the Ninevites, so also
will the Son of Man be to

27.28. How happy Is the woman. This woman who speaks, comes closer to the worship of the human
mother of Christ, than anyone else in the New Testament. Jesus rebukes her, and points out that it
is not his human mother, but rather those who hear the word of God and obey it, who are mAPPY. [On

the meaning of “happy,” see note on Matt. 5:3.]

29-32, They ask for a miracle. See notes on Matt, 12:38-42.
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sign for the people of this day. **On the Judg-
ment Day the Queen from the South will stand
up and accuse the people of today, because she
traveled halfway around the world to listen to
Solomon’s wise teaching; and there is something
here, I tell you, greater than Solomon. *2On the
Judgment Day the people of Nineveh will stand
up and accuse you, because they turned from
their sins when they heard Jonah preach; and
there is something here, I tell you, greater than
Jonah!”

The Light of the Body
(Also Matz. 5.15; 6.22-23)

$“No one lights a lamp and then hides it or
puts it under a bowl; instead, he puts it on the
lampstand, so that people may see the light as
they come in. **Your eyes are like a lamp for the
body. When your eyes are clear your whole body
is full of light; but when your eyes are bad your
whole body will be in darkness. **Be careful,
then, that the light in you is not darkness. *°If,
then, your whole body is full of light, with no
part of it in darkness, it will be bright all over,
as when a lamp shines on you with its bright-
ness.”

Jesus Accuses the Pharisees and
the Teachers of the Law

(Also Matt. 23.1-36; Mark 12.38-40)

**When Jesus finished speaking, a Pharisee
invited him to eat with him; so he went in and
sat down to eat. **The Pharisee was surprised
when he noticed that Jesus had not washed

this generation. The Queen 31
of the South will rise at the
judgment with the men of
this generation and con-
demn them, for she came
from the ends of the earth to
listen to Solomon’s wisdom,
and now one greater than
Solomon is here. The men of 32
Nineveh will stand up at the
judgment with this genera-
tion and condemn it, for
they repented at the preach-
ing of Jonah, and now one
greater than Jonah is here.

The Lamp of the Body

“No one lights a lamp and 33
puts it in a place where it
will be hidden, or under a
bowl, Instead he puts it on
its stand, so that those who
come in mai see the light.
Your eye is the lamp of your 34
body. When your eyes are
good, your whole body also
is full of light. But when
they are bad, your body also
is full of darkness. See to it, 35
then, that the light within
you is not darkness. There- 36
fore, if your whole body is
full of light, and no part of it
dark, it will be completely
lighted, as when the light of
alamp shines on you.”

Six Woes

When Jesus had finished 37
speaking, a Pharisee invited
him to eat with him; so he
went in and reclined at the
table. But the Pharisee, no- 38
ticing that Jesus did not first
wash before the meal, was
surprised.

33-36. And then hides it. See notes on Mazz, 5:15; 6:22-23. 1f, then, your whole body is full of light.
Symbolic of the Christian’s influence. See Mazt. 5:16. Also symbolic of eternal glory (Matt. 13:43).
37-38. A Pharlsee invited him to eat with him. Jesus did not hesitate to mix with all classes of people.
Was surprised when he noticed. The Jews had a special ritual for washing their hands. Jesus had not
followed this ritua] before eating. See notes on Matt. 15:2; Mark 7:2-5.
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before eating. *°So the Lord said to him, “Now,
then, you Pharisees clean the cup and plate on
the outside, but inside you are full of violence
and evil. “Fools! Did not God, who made the

outside, also make the inside? *'But give what is

in your cups and plates to the poor, and every-
thing will be clean for you.

2¢How terrible for you, Pharisees! You give
to God one tenth of the seasoning hetbs, such
as mint and rue and all the other herbs, but
you neglect justice and love for God. These you
should practice, without neglecting the others.

43“How terrible for you, Pharisees! You love
the reserved seats in the synagogues, and to be
greeted with respect in the matket places. ““How
terrible for you! You are like unmarked graves
which people walk on without knowing it.”

450ne of the teachers of the Law said to him,
“Teacher, when you say this you insult us tool”

46Jesus answered, ‘“‘How terrible for you, too,
teachers of the Law! You put loads on men’s
backs which are hard to carry, but you your-
selves will not stretch out a finger to help them
catrry those loads. ‘’How terrible for you! You
make fine tombs for the prophets—the very
prophets your ancestors murdered. ‘*You your-
selves admit, then, that you approve of what your
ancestors did; because they murdered the
prophets, and you build their tombs. *“*For this
reason the Wisdom of God said, ‘T will send
them prophets and messengers; they will kill

Then the Lord said to
him, “Now then, you Phari-
sees clean the outside of the
cup and dish, but inside you
are full of greed and wicked-
ness. You foolish people!
Did not the one who made
the outside make the inside
also? But give what is inside
to the poor, and everything
will be clean for you,

“Woe to you Pharisees,
because you give God a
tenth of your mint, rue and
all other kinds of garden
hetbs, but you neglect jus-
tice and the love of God,
You should have practiced
the latter without leaving the
former undone.

“Woe to you Pharisees,
because you love the most
important seats in the syna-
gogues and greetings in the
matketplaces.

“Woe to you, because you
are like unmarked graves,
which men walk over with-
out knowing it.”’

One of the experts in the
law answered him, “Teach-
er, when you say these
things, you insult us also.”

Jesus replied, ‘“And you
expetts in the law, woe to
you, because you load peo-
ple down with burdens they
can hardly carry, and you
yourselves will not lift one
finger to help them.

“Woe to you, because you
build tombs for the proph-
ets, and it was your forefath-
ets who killed them. So you
testify that you approve of
what your forefathers did;
they killed the prophets, and
you build their tombs. Be-
cause of this, God in his wis-
dom said, ‘I will send them
prophets and apostles, some

39

43

47

48

49

39-52. So the Lord said to him. Jesus may have said this more than once, See notes on a similar lesson
in Matt, 23:1-36, Verse 41 is only given by Luke. The Jewish leaderts hated evetybody who was not a
patt of their own group, especially the poor. Compare what Jesus taught in Matt, 25:.31-46. You are llke
unmarked graves. Touching a grave made a person “ritually unclean,” so graves were whitewashed just
before Feast Days, so they could be cleatly seen. You make fine tombs. See note on Matt, 23:29-30,

You have kept the key. They did this by teaching lies which prevent people from believing in Christ,

Compatre Matt. 23:13 and note there; also I Thess. 2:15-16.
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some of them and persecute others.’ °So the

people of this time will be . punished for the

murder of all the prophets killed since the
creation of the world, S'from the murder of Abel
to the murder of Zechariah, who was killed
between the altar and the holy place. Yes, I tell
you, the people of this time will be punished
for them all!

S2“How terrible for you, teachers of the Law!
You have kept the key that opens the door to the
house of knowledge; you yourselves will not
go in, and you stop those who are trying to go
in!” -

$*When Jesus left that place the teachers of the
Law and the Pharisees began to criticize him
bitterly and ask him questions about many
things, **trying to lay traps for him and catch
him in something wrong he might say.

A Warning against Hypocrisy
(Also Mazt, 10.26-27)

As thousands of people crowded together,
12 so that they were stepping on each other,
Jesus said first to his disciples, “Be on guard
against the yeast of the Pharisees—I mean their
hypocrisy. *Whatever is covered up will be un-
covered, and every secret will be made known.
3So then, whatever you have said in the dark
will be heard in broad daylight, and whatever
you have whispered in men’s ears in a closed
room will be shouted from the housetops.”

of whom they will kill and
others they wiil persecute.’
Therefore this generation 50
will be held responsible for
blood of all the prophets
that has been shed since the
the beginning of the world,
from the blood of Abel tothe 51
blood of Zechariah, who was
killed between the altar and
the sanctuary. Yes, I tell
you, this generation will be
held responsible for it all.

“Woe to you expertsin the .52
law, because you have taken
away the key to knowledge.
You yourselves have not en-
tered, and you have hindered
those who were entering.”

When Jesus left there, the 53
Pharisees and theteachers of
the law began to opgose him
fiercely and to besiege him
with questions, waiting to 54
catch him in something he
might say.

‘Warnings and
Encouragements

Meanwhile, when a
12 crowd. of many thou-
sands had gathered, so that
they were trampling on one
another, Jesus began to
speak first to his disciples,
saying: “Be on your guard
against the yeast of the Phar-
isees, which is hypoetisy.
There is nothing concealed 2
that will not be disclosed, or
hidden that will not be madé&' *
known. What you have said 3
in the dark will be heard in
the daylight, and what you
have whispered in the ear:
behind closed doors will be
proclaimed from the house-
tops.

53-54. Trying to lay traps for him. Compare Matz. 22; John 8 & 10, for details of how they tried to trap

Jesus,

1-5. As thousands of people crowded together. This is one of the statements which show the great
influence of Christ on the people. [See also Mark 1:33; 2:2; 3:9; 6:31; etc.] This sermon is almost
identical to the one in Matthew. Be on guard agaiust the yeast. Symbolic of the spirit of the Pharisees.
Religion can easily become only ritual and hypocrisy. See note on Matt. 16:6. Whatever Is covered up.
For notes on verses 2-5, see Matt. 10:26-28. The houses had flat roofs which made a “stage” for some-

one to speak and attract attention.
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Whom to Fear “Ibtell Olildmyf fr}ilends, go 4
not be afraid of those who

(Also Mazt. 10.28-31) kil the body and after that

4“1 tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of :ﬁgw“;’03°w‘§gf:-y§,’,‘;g§o‘;}g _
those who kill the body but cannot afterward do | fear. Fear him who, after the
' 5 : , | kifling of the body, has
anything worse. °I will show you whom to fear: | jowerto throw you into hell.

fear God who, after killing, has the authority to gets, i{tell you, fear hix&- z}re 6
throw into hell. Yes, I tell you, be aftaid of him! | f; pennice? Yet not one of

s“Aren’t five sparrows sold for two pennies? thgm dis f%rgotten ay,God% .
Yet not a single one of them is forgotten by God. | Jece .4 e wi mumbered.
"Even the hairs of your head have all been | Don’t be afraici; you ate
numbered. So do not be afraid; you are worth | jorth wmore than many

much more than many sparrows!” “T tell you, whoever ac- 8
k}?owmdgt?id me beﬁor? men,
the Son of Man will also ac-

Confessing and Denying Christ knmqled eG g‘iimeefcl)‘re t}l‘le 9
1, of . But he who
(Also Matt. 10.32-33; 12.32; 10.19-20) Eis%“;,fns me egefogefmen wlimu

. di the -

81 tell you: whoever declares publicly that | angeis of God. And everyons 10
he belongs to me, the Son of Man will do the moszg]ezlgsbfax%gl ﬁﬂlflgsrt
same for him before the angels of God; °but | given, but anyone who blas-
whoever denies publicly that he belongs to me, §”;’ﬁi§m"§:2%? ; (’ffqveflloly

the Son of Man will also deny him before the | “Pypen you are S rousht 11
angles of God. before sina_gtggues,d rufers
io“Anyone who says a word against the Son | &m0 aeo e, ool for
of Man can be forgiven; but the one wh fend yourselves or what you

given; t 0 5ays will say, for the Holy Spirit 12

evil things against the Holy Spirit will not be
forgiven.

11“When they bring you to be tried in the
synagogues, or before governors or rulers, do not
be worried about how you will defend yourself
or what you will say. *For the Holy Spirit will
teach you at that time what you should say.”

will teach you at that time
what you should say.”

6-9, Aren’t five sparrows sold for two pennles? Sparrows were the cheapest birds sold. See notes on

Mazt, 10:29-33,

10. Will not be forgiven. For notes on the “unforgiveable sin,” see Matt, 12:31-32.
11-12, When they bring you to be tried in the synagogues. A promise of supernormal help. See notes

on Matt. 10:19-20.
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The Parable of the Rich Fool

13A man in the crowd said to him, ‘“Teacher,
tell my brother to divide with me the property our
father left us.”

1Jesus answered him, “Man, who gave me the
right to judge, or to divide the property between
you two?”’ **And he went on to say to them all,
“Watch out, and guard yourselves from all kinds
of greed; because a man’s true life is not made
up of the things he owns, no matter how rich
he may be.”

*Then Jesus told them this parable, ‘“A rich
man had land which bore good crops. !"He began
to think to himself, ‘I don’t have a place to keep
all my crops. What can I do? '*This is what I
will do,” he told himself; ‘I will tear my barns
down and build bigger ones, where I will store
the grain and all my other goods. *Then I will
say to myself, Lucky man! You have all the
good things you need for many years. Take life
easy, eat, drink, and enjoy yourselfl’ 2°But God
said to him, ‘You fooll This very night you will
have to give up your life; then who will get all
these things you have kept for yourself?’

The Parahle of the Rich Fool

Someone in the crowd 13

said to him, ‘““Teacher, tell
my brother to divide the in-
heritance with me.”

Jesus replied, “Man, who 14

appointed me a judge or an

arbiter between you?”” Then 15

he said to them, “Watch out!
Be on your guard agamst all
kinds of greed; a man’s life
does not consist in the abun-
dance of his possessions.”

And he told them this 16

patable:
““The ground of a certain
rich man produced a good

crop. He thought to himself, 17

‘What shall I do? I have no
place to store my crogr s.’

“Then he said, “This is 18
what I'll do. I will tear down
my barns and build bigger
ones, and there 1 will store
all my igram and my goods.
And I’
have plenty of good things
laid up for many years. Take
life easy; eat, drink and be
metr!

“But God said to him, 20

‘You fooll This very night
your life will be demanded
from you. Then who will get
what you have prepared for

say to myself, “You 19

yourself?

13-14. A man in the crowd said to him. Only Luke gives this parable of the Rich Fool. Tell my brother.
Whether this man’s brother had been unfair or not, isn’t told. But the parable shows that the one who
said this was motivated by greed. He wants Jesus on his side to be able to force the brother to give in to
his demands. Man, who gave me the right? The Lord’s business was not to help secure land and money
for others. His mission was to save. [There wete legal authorities to handle such things. But note what
Paul says in I Cor. 6:1-6.]

15. Guard yourselves from all kinds of greed. Money is not the problem, but the love of money (I Tim.
6:10). A man’s true life. Comfort, happiness, and especially eternal things do not depend upon how
much we have of material wealth. Many have sacrificed health to gain wealth, only to be forced to sacri-
fice wealth to attempt to regain health.

16-19. Then Jesus told them this parahle. To show that riches are no protection. A rich man had land.
No hint that this man was dishonest. He worked hard for what he had. What can I do? His riches were
in the form of perishable foodstuffs. Where I will store the grain and all my other goods. Notice his
intention to hoard his surplus, instead of using it for the good of others. Selfishness is the beginning of
his foolishness. You have all the good things you need for many years. His second serious mistake is to
forget that we are all transients in this life. Take life easy. His third error is ignore his spiritual needs
It is not his wealth which is wrong, but his aztitude toward it, and what it symbolizes to him.

20-21. You fool! His fellow men may have thought he was wise, but he is a fool in God’s view. This very
night you will have to give up your life. He thought he had long years ahead of him, but instead his life
is terminated! He thought he was secute, but he dies unprepared. [Note that the same Greek word is
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2! And Jesus concluded, ‘“This is hoW it is with
those who pile up riches for themselves but are
not rich in God’s sight.”

Trust in God
(Also Matt. 6.25-34)

#2Then Jesus said to the disciples, “This is
why I tell you: do not be worried about the food
you need to stay alive, or about the clothes you
need for your body. **Life is much more impor-
tant than food, and body much more important
than clothes. **Look at the crows: they don’t
plant seeds or gather a harvest; they don’t have
storage rooms or barns; God feeds them! You
are worth so much more than birds! 2*Which one
of you can live a few more years by wortying
about it? *If you can’t manage even such a
small thing, why worry about the other things?
*Look how the wild flowers grow: they don’t
work or make clothes for themselves. But I tell
you that not even Solomon, as rich as he was, had
clothes as beautiful as one of these flowers.
2Tt is God who clothes the wild grass—grass
that is here today, gone tomorrow, burned up
in the oven. Won’t he be all the more sure
to clothe you? How little faith you have! *°So
don’t be all upset, always concerned about what
you will eat and drink. *°(For the heathen of
-this world are always concerned about all thése
things.) Your Father knows that you need these
things. *'Instead, be concerned with his King-
dom, and he will provide you with these things.”

“This is how it will be with
anyone who stores things up
for himself but is'not rich to-
watd God,”

Do Not Worry

Then Jesus said to his
disciples: “Therefore I tell
you, do not worty about your
life, what you will eat; or
about your body, what you
will wear, Life is more than
food, and the body more
than clothes. Consider the
ravens: They do not sow or
reap, they have nostoreroom
or barn; yet God feeds them,
And how much more valu-
able you arethan birds! Who
of you by worrying can add a
single hour to his life? Since
you cannot do this very little
thing, why do you worry
about the rest?

“Consider how the lilies
grow. They do not labor or
spin. Yet I tell you, not even
Solomon in all his splendor
was dressed like one of these.
If that is how God clothes
the grass of the field, which
is here today and tomorrow
is thrown into the fire, how
much more will he clothe
you, O you of little faith!
And do not set your heart on
what you will eat or drink;
do not worty about it. For
the pagan world runs after
all such things, and your
Father knows that you need
them. But seek his kingdom,
and these things will be given
to you as well.

21

22

23
24

25
26

27

28

translated Jife ot soul by its meaning in a sentence.] This is how it {s. Every man is a fool, who worships
riches as an idol, and neglects the One True God. See note on Matt, 6:24.

22-31, Do not be worrled. These verses about Trust in God are almost identical to those in Matt,

6:25-34, See notes there.
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Riches in Heaven
(Also Matt. 6.19-21)

2¢Do not be afraid, little flock; because your
Father is pleased to give you the Kingdom.
*3Sell all your belongings and give the money to
the poor. Provide for yourselves purses that

don’t weat out, and save your riches in heaven,

where they will never decrease, because no
thief can get to them, no moth can destroy them.
*For your heart will always be where your riches
are.”

Watchful Servants

354Be ready for whatever comes, with your’

clothes fastened tight at the waist and your lamps
lit, *¢like servants who are waiting for their
master to come back from a wedding feast.
When he comes and knocks, they will open the
door for him at once, *’How happy are those
servants whose master finds them awake and
ready when he returns! I tell you, he will fasten
his belt, have them sit down, and wait on them.
*How happy are they if he finds them ready,
even if he should come as late as midnight or
even later! **And remember this! If the man of
the house knew the time when the thief would
come, he would not let the thief break into his

“Do not be afraid, little 32
flock, for your Fathet has
been pleased to give you the
kingdom. Sell your posses- 33
sions and give to the poor.
Provide ﬁ)utses for yourselves
that will not weat out, "a
treasure in heaven that will
not be exhausted, where tio
thief comes near and no
moth destroys. For where 34
your treasure is, there will
your heart be also.

Watchfulness

“Be dressed ready forsefv- 35
ice and keep your lamps
burning, like men waiting 36
for their master to return
from a wedding banquet, so
that when he comes and
knocks they can immediately
open the door for him. Itwill 37
be good for those servants
whose master finds them
watching when he comes. |
tell you the truth, he will
dress himself to serve, will
have them recline at thetable
and will come and wait on
them. It will be good for 38
those servants whose master
finds them ready, even if he

comes in the second or third
- watch of the night. But un- 39

derstand this: Ifthe owner of
the house had known at what
hour the thief was coming,
he would not have let his .

32. Do not be afraid, little flock. The flock of sheep is safe only because of the Shepherd’s protection.
Jesus is the True Shepherd (Jokn 10:1-16). Your Father is pleased to giye you the Kingdom. This is
both the Kingdom/church now (Matt. 16:18; Col. 1:13), and the promisé of ““new heavens and a new
earth” (2 Pet. 3:13).

33. Sell all your helongings. The Lord does not intend to say that everyone should take a “vow of
poverty.” He shows that the only way to store up wealth is to use it for good. Compare Acts 2:45. See
notes on Matt. 6:19-21.

35-46. Be ready for whatever comes. People in the East wore long robes, which had to be tucked under
their belts to get ready to travel. See notes on Matt. 24:42-44. And your lamps lit. See notes on Matt.
25:3-8. They will open the door for him at once. The master returning from a wedding feast would be
expecting his servants to “wait up on him.” If they were asleep, or unprepared, it would take them a
long time to answer. Knew the time when the thief would come. See notes on Mazt, 24:43-44. Peter
said. Peter sometimes did not know just how far Jesus intended his parables to apply. Compare notes
on Matt. 18:21-22. Who, then, is the faithful and wise servant? See notes on Matt, 24:45-51.
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house. “°And you, too, be ready, because the
Son of Man will come at an hour when you are
not expecting him.”

The Faithful or the Unfaithful Servant
(Also Matt. 24.45-51)

“1Peter said, ‘‘Lord, are you telling this parable
to us, or do you mean it for everyone?”’

2The Lord answered, ‘“Who, then, is the
faithful and wise servant? He is the one whom
his master will put in charge, to run the house-
hold and give the other servants their share of
the food at the proper time. “*How happy is that
servant if his master finds him doing this when
he comes home! “‘Indeed, I tell you, the master
will put that servant in charge of all his property.
45But if that servant says to himself, ‘My master
is taking a long time to come back,’ and begins
to beat the other servants, both the men and the
women, and eats and drinks and gets drunk,
4sthen the master will come back some day when
the servant does not expect him and at a time he
does not know. The master will cut him to pieces,
and make him share the fate of the disobedient.

47The servant who knows what his master
wants him to do, but does not get himself ready
and do what his master wants, will be punished

with a heavy whipping; “*but the servant who.

does not know what his master wants, and does
something for which he deserves a whipping,

house be broken into, You 40

also must be ready, because
the Son of Man will come at
an hour when you do not ex-
pect him.”

Peter asked, “Lord, are
you telling this Parable to us,
ot to everyone?”’

The Lord answered,
“Who then is the faithful
and wise manager, whom the
master puts in charge of his
servants to give them their
food allowance at the proper
time? It will be good for that
setvant whom the master
finds doing so when he re-
turns. Itell you the truth, he
will put him in chatge of all
his possessions. But suppose
the servant says to himself,
‘My master is tak1 a long
time in coming,’ and he then
begins to beat the men and
women servants and to eat
and drink and get drunk.
The master of that servant
will come on a day when he
does not expect him and at
an hour he is not aware of,
He will cut him to pieces and
assign him a place with the
unbelievers.

“That servant who knows
his master’s will and does
not get ready or does not do
what his master wants will be
beaten with many blows. But
the one who does not know
and does things deserving
punishment will be beaten
with few blows. From every-
one who has been given
much, much will be de-
manded; and from the one
who has been entrusted with
much, much more will be
asked.

41

42

F-S

3

44
45

46

47

48

47-48, The servant who knows. This servant deliberately sins. But the servant who does not know.
This servant sins through ignorance. This parable points especially to those who listen to Jesus and were
pleased with what he said, but made no attempt to learn its meaning or apply it to their lives. The |
greatest work is to believe in Christ (John 6:29). The greatest sin is to reject Christ (Matt. 12:31-32).
Degrees of teward and punishment become meaningless when compared with Eternal Joy ot Eternal

. IPunishment.
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will be punished with a light whipping. The
p ; .t- a light w -pp g :.. | Not Peace but Division
man to whom much is given, of him much is T ha 0 bring fire 49
required; the man to whom more is given, of | o ¢necarth, and how Iwish
him much more is required.” it were already kindled! But 50
I have a baptism to undergo,
) a'ndl how distressed I am un-
Jesus the Cause of Division 311 ltk is complet%d! Do you 51
11 came 10 bring peace
(Also Matt. 10.34-36) on earth? No, I tell you, but
4066 . division, From now on there 52
I came to set the earth on fire; how I wish | will be five in one famibi1 di-
3 H 50 : vided against each other,
it were already.kmdled! I have a l?ap_psm to | Yoo against two and two
receive; how distressed I am until it is over! | against three. They will be 53
51 [y divided, father against son
Do you suppose that I came to bring peace to | S vceC against . father,
the world? Not peace, I tell you, but division. | mother against daughter
?From now on a family of five will be divided, | and daughter against moth-

. . . 53 er, mothpr-m- aw against
three against two, two against three. *°Fathers | daughter-inlaw and daugh-
will be against their sons, and sons against f:;;lﬂ'lawagamstm"th“'m'
their fathers; mothers will be against their '
daughters, and daughters against their mothers; | Interpreting the Times
mothers-in-law will be against their daughters- | , He said to the crowd: 54
. A . . When you see a cloud ris-
in-law, and daughters-in-law against their | ingin the west, immediately

if- D you say, ‘It’s going to rain,’
-mOtherS in-law and it does. And when the 55
south wind blows, you say,
Understanding the Time ‘It’s going to be hot,” and it
is. Hypocrites! You know 56
(Also Matt. 16.2-3) how to interpret the appeat-
. ‘ ance of the earth and the
$4Jesus said also to the people, “When you see | sky. How is it that you don’t
a.cloud coming up in the west, at once you say, | knovhow to interpret this
‘It is going to rain,” and it does. **And when you | -
feel the south wind blowing, you say, ‘It is going
to get hot,” and it does. **Hypocrites! You can
look at the earth and the sky and tell what it
means; why, then, don’t you know the meaning
of this present time?”’

49. I came to set the earth on fire. Conflict and persecution would be the effect of preaching the Good
News. When Truth is put into the hands of a man, he MusT decide what to do with it! See notes on
Mazt, 10:34-37. How I wish it were already kindled. Some see in this the opposition of the Jewish
leaders which leads to the Cross. But Jesus seems to point beyond to the beginning of his church on
Pentecost. Compare Heb. 2:9-10.

50. I have a baptism to recelve. This is symbolic of the events presented in the act of the Cross. How
distressed I am. He anticipated the heavy load of the Crucifixion, Compare Heb. 5:7-10.

51-53. Not peace, I tell you, but division. Following Jesus sometimes ‘‘tears us loose” from beth people
and things we love. See note on Matt. 10:34.

54-56. When you sce a cloud comlﬁg up. The Jewish Age was about to close. See notes on Matt. 16:2-3,
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Settle with Your Opponent
(Also Matt, 5,25-26)

s7Why do you not judge for yourselves the
right thing to do? **If a man brings a lawsuit
against you and takes you to court, do your best
to settle the matter with him while you are on
the way, so that he won’t drag you before the
judge, and the judge hand you over to the
police, and the police put you in jail. *You will
not come out of there, I tell you, until you pay
the last penny of your fine.”

“Why don’t you judge for
yourselyes what is right? As
you are going with your ad-
versary to the magistrate, try
hard to be reconciled to him
on the way, or he may drag
you off to the judge, and the
judge turn you over to the
officer, and the officer throw
you into prison. I tell you,
you will not get out until you
have paid the last penny.”

Repent or Perish

Now there were some
13 present at that time
who told Jesus about Gali-
eans whose blood Pilate had

57
38

59

Turn from Your Sins or Die mixed with their sacrifices.
. Jesus answered, ‘Do you 2
1 3 At that time some people were there who | think that these Gt?llileanlsl
: : were worse sinners an al
jcold J esus about the Gahlea}ns whox_n Pilate | j°7 Por Galileans because
had killed while they were offering sacrifices to | they suf,feaedt thii way? Ttell 3
2 1 you, 1o ut uniess you re-
God_. Jesus ans.werecli them, ‘‘Because th_ese Dent, you too will all perish,
Galileans were killed in that way, do you think Of, thos}:; eitghteen whsoldied 4
: s when the tower in Siloam
it proves tl}&t they were worse sinners th.an all the | Fi'on themdo vou hink
other Galileans? Nol! I tell you that if you do tl;lether; more guilty Jthan
H H $ all the others. living in Jeru-
not turn from your sins, you will die as they | 225" 08 you_nol But 5

did. “What about those eighteen in Siloam who
were killed when the tower fell on them? Do you
suppose this proves that they were wotse than
all the other people living in Jerusalem? *No! 1
tell you that if you do not turn from your sins,
you will all die as they did.”

unless you repent, you too
will all perish.”

57-59. Why de you not judge for yourselves. They had enough information, and they could see all that
was taking place. If a man brings a lawsuit against you. This is another example of doing everything
you can to be prepared—uwhile you can do it! See notes on Matt. 5:25-26, Until you pay the last penny.
This was true of material things. The spiritual lesson is that when you stand before the Judge, it will

* be too late to solve your problem, Compare Heb, 4:6-7.

1. Who told Jesus about the Galileans. Jesus teaches in these verses that calamities which happen

to God's people are not to be thought of as “special acts of judgment for hidden sin.”' Compare James

. 1:2-4 and also Rev. 6. Only Luke tells of this happening to the Galileans. Fights at the temple and
severe reptisals by the Roman soldiers were common, Those who told Jesus about this evidently thought
it a judgment.

3. No!Jesus does not deny that these people were sinners, but he does say with emphasis, that they
were no worse than other people. You will all die as they did. He says this to teach them with strong
words that only turning from sin [repentence] will save them! (Compare Acts 2:38 and notes.)

4.5, What about those eighteen in SHloam? Only Luke tells of this. The lesson is the same as before.
They were not killed because they were worse sinners. All must turn from sin, or perish! [Siloam
was a suburb of Jerusalem, south of the city.]
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The Parable of the Unfruitful Fig Tree Then he told this parable: 6
o “A man had a fig tree,
SThen Jesus told them this parable, “A man Elanted in tllis vineyard, and
had a fig tree growing in his vineyard. He went | ic oo look for f\':,’yit s 7
looking for figs on it but found none. ’So he said | hesaid to the man who took
to his gardener, ‘Look, for three years I have | S, ons noong pron
been coming here looking for figs on this fig :g_mir}_g o lock fog f}rluit on
tree and I haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why | foung ay. cut it downl
should it go on using up the soil?” °*But the | Why should it use up the
gardener answered, ‘Leave it alome, sir, just | Vi the man replicd,
this one year; I will dig a trench around it and | ‘leave it alone for one more
fill it up with fertilizer. °Then if the tree bears | Xi and Il dig around it =
figs next year, so much the better; if not, then | fruit next year, finel If not,
you will have it cut down,” ”’ then cut it down. :
A Crippled Woman Healed
Jesus Heals a Crippled Woman on the Sabbath | on the Sabbath
100 : . . On a Sabbath Jesus was 10
ne Sabbath day Jesus was teachlng In a | teaching in one of the syna-
synagogue. ‘A woman was there who had an gogues, and a woman olod i1
evil spirit in her that had kept her sick for | vy a spirit for eiggteen
eighteen years; she was bent over and could not | years. Shewas bent over and
straighten up at all. *When Jesus saw het he | ali. When Jesus saw her, he 12
called out to her, “Woman, you are fiee from fg‘l’lgg ?&ggﬁ‘;’:fdozﬂ;‘r:ag
your sickness!”’ 1*He placed his hands on her and | free from your’i);lﬁnnit;.”
at once she straightened herself up and praised [ Then he put his hands on 13
God. ’ ?tergig?lttledne:imla;egxli?ihg{aiztg
““The official of the synagogue was angry that | Cd.. =
Jesus was healed on the Sabbath; so he spoke had heoled on iﬁzuss:bbii}’: .
up and said to the people, “There are six days in :g: syrzaglggufTrl:lel:r s%;id to.s
which we should work; so come during those dayspt%rpwc;rk. So come and
days and be healed, but not on the Sabbath!” gfl 1:;:153&1; ttillle,se days, not

6-9. A man had a fig tree. A common fruit. It symbolizes the entire Jewish nation here. But found
none. They did not honor God with their lives! Look, for three years. This is how long Jesus had been
teaching and preaching. The people should have listened and honored God. Cut it down! There is no
hope of it beginning to bear fruit. Just this one year. Give it one last chance to be fruitful. The last
months of Christ’s ministry would end in his rejection and crucifixion. Then the doom of the nation was
finalized!

10-17. A woman was there. Only Luke tells this healing of the Crippled Woman. A similar healing on
the Sabbath is given in Matt. 12:10-13; Mark 3:1-5. That had kept her sick for eighteen years. A demon
was the cause of her trouble (see verse 16). When Jesus saw her. She had no.thought of being healed.
But when Jesus sees her need, he at once heals her. The officlal of the synagogue. One of the synagogue
elders, who called together the congregation, preserved order, and who invited the readers and
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15The Lord answered him by saying, ‘“You
hypoctrites! Any one of you would untie his ox
or his donkey from the stall and take it out to
give it water on the Sabbath. *Now here is this
descendant of Abraham whom Satan has kept in
bonds for eighteen years; should she not be
freed from her bonds on the Sabbath?”’ !'"His
answet made all his enemies ashamed of them-
selves, while all the people rejoiced over every
wonderful thing that he did.

The Parable of the Mustard Seed
(Also Matt. 13.31-32; Mark 4.30-32)

Jesus asked, ‘“What is the Kingdom of God
like? What shall I compare it with? It is like
a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in
his field; the plant grew and became a tree, and
the birds made their nests in its branches.”

The Parable of the Yeast
(Also Mart. 13.33)

20Again Jesus asked, “What shall I compare
the Kingdom of God with? 2'It is like the yeast
which a woman takes and mixes in a bushel of
flour, until the whole batch of dough rises.”

The Narrow Door
(Also Matt, 7.13-14, 21-23)
2Jesus went through towns and villages, teach-

ing and making his way toward Jerusalem.

The Lord answered him, 15
“You hypocrites! Doesn’t
each of you on the Sabbath
untie his ox or donkey from
the stall and lead it out to
give it water? Then should
not this woman, a daughter
of Abraham, whom Satan
has kept bound for eighteen
long years, be set free on the
Sabbath day from what
bound her?”

When he said this, all his
opponents were humiliated,
but the people were delight-
ed with all the wonderful
things he was doing.

The Parables of the Mustard
Seed and Yenst

Then Jesus asked, “What 18
is the kingdom of God like?
What shall I compare it to?
It is like a mustard seed,
which a man took and plant-
in his garden. It grew, be-
came a tree, and the birds of
the air perched " in its
branches.”

Again he asked, “What 20
shall I compare the kingdom
of God to? It is like yeast 21
that a woman took and
mixed into a large amount
of flour until it worked all
through the dough.”

[ory

6

—

7

—

9

The Narrow Door

Then Jesus went through 22
the cities and villages, teach-
ing as he made his way to

speakers, Jaitus was one (Matt. 9:15). Was angry. He thought Jesus had “‘broken’ the Sabbath. The
Law did not say it was wrong to heal on the Sabbath, but Jewish Tradition did say so. And sald to the
people. He did not want to scold Jesus, so he scolds the people, expecting Jesus to understand he is
really scolding him. There are six days. He is saying the woman should have been healed on a week day.
You hypocrites! They would take cate of their animals on the Sabbath, but refuse to help a human
being. Whom Satan has kept In bonds. Satan brought sin, and sin brought disease into the world. All
disease, then, is indirectly from Satan. But this woman's disease was due to an evil spirit. [Demons:
see note on Matt, 4:24.]

18-21., What shall I compare it with? For notes on the parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast, see
Matt, 13:31-33. ]

22, Jesus went through the towns and villages. Probably in the area called Perea, east of the Jordan
river, People often went this way from Galilee to Jerusalem, to detour around Samaria.
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: : R lem. § ked 23
»Someone asked him, “Sir, will just a few ﬁ;ﬁ‘f?.i‘grd’ are only a fow
people be saved?” people g_oéntgt(; l:ae savs.g;?”k "
Jesus answered them, ‘Do your best t0 g0 in | qyery effort to enter through
through the narrow door; because many people; | the nasrow door, _ﬁetcrau:e
I tell you, will try to go in but will not be able. | Ty, TilT0 {onid to,
»sThe master of the house will get up and close Ortlce the ounet ofttr}lle léouse 25
the door; then when you stand‘ outside and begin ggus A Zt‘;;eg e
to knock on the door and say, ‘Open the door for { knockingand ¥1eadh’\g, ‘Sir,
us, sir!’ tie will answer you, ‘I don’t know where | Pefhe dooribrus’ =
you come from!’ 2°Then you will answer back, | don't knbvayou or where you
: . ; s ou come from.”
‘We ate and Qrank w1th. you; you’taught in our | YL you will say, ‘We 26
town!” 2’He will say again, ‘I don’t know where | ate 1nd dhrtapk witht you, and
. H ou tau; in our streets.
you'come from. Gpt away from e, all you evil- | YU g2ten Bt reply, ‘Ldon’t 27
doers!’ 2*What crying and gnashing of teeth there | know you or where you come
will be when you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob g‘i’l‘géé‘}:‘;?" from me, all you
and all the prophets in the Kingdom of God, “There will be weeping 28
while you are thrown out! 2°People will come ;‘gﬂé‘e"l‘,“%ﬁfh;’;ﬁef;;‘ag’ggg
from the east and the west, from the north and | Jacob and all the prophetsin
the sduth, and sit at the table in the Kingdom ';23 l}fgl‘lgr‘slgl‘;s"tfhggg; ot:ﬁt
of God. *°Then those who are now last will be Pegple will come frolr;l easé 29
H ” and west an nort] an
first, and those who are now first will be last. Soth and Wil ke theis
plac%s at t?e feast Iindthe
9 kingdom of God. Indeed 30
Jesus’ Love for .?;usgalem th}fre e f,hoi-e o o }as "
- who will be first, and first
(AISO Matt. 23. 3_ ) . . who will be last.”
*1At that same time some Pharisees came to | Yosus® Sorcow for Terusale
[ 1 1] Jesus FTow Jor Jerusalem
You must get out of
Jesus and said to him, ou t g At that time some Phari- 31
sees came to Jesus and said

23. Sir, will just a few people be saved? This question is often asked. Jesus never answers it, but tells
each one to make sure of his own salvation. [See the Redeemed in Eternity pictured in Rev. 7:9.]

24. Do your best. This implies a maximum amount of effort. [And yet the causk of our salvation
is God’s acr in Christ.] Through the narrow door. See note on Matt, 7:13-14, The door of the Kingdom
is so narrow that we must leave our many sins and idols behind, to be able to enter.

25. And close the door. The time of opportunity will expire. If we continue to say “no” to God, we may
find the door shut when we decide to enter.

26-27. We ate and drank with you; you taught in our town! “They heard! Doesn’t this merit God’s
approvai???”’ But faith is obediential (see notes on Matt. 7:22-23).

28-29. When you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, The “fathers” believed and obeyed. See notes on
Matz. 8:11-12.

30. Then those who are now last will be first. The Gentiles had not shared in the Law. The Jew thought
the Gentile had no hope, while he himself was sure of salvation. See note on Matt. 20:16.

31. Some Pharisees came to Jesus. They intended to scare Jesus into hiding, where he could not teach
people. Herod Antipas (see note on Matz. 2:1) had already killed John the Baptist.
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here and go somewhere else, because Herod
wants to kill you,”

to him, “Leave this place
and go somewhere else, Her-
od'wants to kill you,”

Jesus answeted them, “Go tell that fox: ‘I | He repllli%d, “Go tell that 32
11 5 fox, ‘I will drive out demons
am driving out demons and performing cures | %% /o people today and
today and tomorrow, and on the third day I shall | tomorrow, and on the third
finish my work.” »Yet I must be on my way g:; 1 will reach my gga;;)i}l‘é 3
today, tomorrow, and the next day; it is not right | todayand tomoroy and the
i i next day—for surely no pro-
for a prophet to be killed anywhere except in Dhet can die outside Tera.
Jerusalem, salem!
3“Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You kill the proph- | O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 34
you who kill the prophets
ets, you stone the messengers God has sent you! | and stone those sent to you,
How many times I wanted to put my arms around | how often lllrha:}t]aﬂl&);%edt?
all your peop}e, just as a hen gathers her chicks ge@her, a6  hen gathers her
under her wings, but you would not let mel] | chicks under her wings, but
you were not willing! Look, 35

*Now your home will be completely forsaken.
You will not see me, I tell you, until the time
comes when you say, ‘God bless him who comes
in the name of the Lord.’ ”’

Jesus Heals a Sick Man

One Sabbath day Jesus went to eat a meal
14 at the home of one of the leading Phari-
sees; and people were watching Jesus closely.

your house is left to you des-
olate. I tell you, you will not
see me again until you say,
‘Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord.”

Jesus at a Pharisee’s House

1 4 One Sabbath, when

Jesus went to eat in
the house of a prominent
Pharisee, he was being care-

32. Go tell that fox. A fox is symbolir of sly cunning. This described the charactet of Herod, It may
be that Herod himself sesi; “#~ Tharisees to try to scare Jesus. He could not kill Jesus because of
his popularity, On the ¢kirdl doy. Some think Jesus meant he would be moving on in three days’ time.
But it is more likely he meant this symbolically, speaking of his teaching mission ending in the glory
of the Cross and Resurrectioi.

33. To be killed anywhere except in Jerusalem. [John the Baptist was the exception to this, dying in the
Machaerus prison in Perea.] Jerusalem (the earthly city) was symbolic of the forces of evil which fight
against God (see Rev. 11:8). Jesus would die there, and his church would begin therel

34.35. Jerusalem, Jerusalem! Jesus may have said this more than once. See notes on Matt, 23:37-39.
Now your home will be completely forsaken. God would depart the temple, even though the ritual
would continue to go on. The temple was destroyed in 70 A.D., and the ritual ceased.,

1. One Sabbath day, Jesus went to eat a meal. The Pharisees had rigid ideas about working on the
Sabbath, but they made it a day of feasting, They would say: ‘‘Greet the Sabbath with a good appetite;
fill your table with fish, meat, and plenty of wine,” And people were watching. Jesus is a guest, but they
watch closely, hoping to trap him. :
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2A man whose legs and arms were swollen came 'funy_ watched. Thereinfront 2
to Jesus, *and Jesus spoke up and asked the | of him was a man suffering
. ¥ from dropsy. Jesus asked the 3
teachers of the Law and the Pharisees. ‘“Does | Pharisees and experts in the
our Law allow healing on the Sabbath, or not?” | law, “Is it lawful to heal on
4 s the Sabbath or not?” But 4
But they would not say a thing. Jesus took the they remained silent. So
man, healed him, and sent him away. Then he | taking hold of the man, he
: 7] healed him and sent him a-
said to them, “If any one of you had a son or an | ygy,
ox that happened to fall in well on a Sabbath, | Then he asked them, “If 5
ld t 11 hi t t n the Sab' one ofyou_hasason or an ox
301111 y(;u Bo pu m out at once on that fal}lls :lnto a rlv]e]l on the
itse Sabbath day, will you not
a:B hf? t abl hi bout immediately pull him out?”
" ut they were not able to answer him about | ;4 they had nothing to 6
. say.
this ‘When he noticed how the 7
guests picked the places of
Humility and Hospitality hl:)nor :t the tbalble, he told
them this parable: .
"Jesus noticed how some of the guests were [ “When someone invites 8
choosing the best places, so he told this parable | 3o &ie the piacs of honor
to all of them, *“When someone invites you to a | for a person more di}s)ﬁn-
wedding feast, do not sit down in the best place. | o fnvited. It o, the host 9
It could happen that someone more important | who invit‘;,d both of you éyin
than you had been invited, *and your host, [ frS i voue sears Then
who invited both of you, would come and say to humiliated, you will have to
you, ‘Let him have this place.” Then you would :)Eiaze. But when yourare in. 10
be ashamed and have to sit in the lowest place. vitediltake the lovest place,
"“Instead, when you are invited, go and sit in [ o the WheR your tost
the lowest place, so that your host will come to | ‘Friend, move up to a_tlalettgr
you and say, ‘Come on up, my friend, to a better L“lfgt'ed ine;lhey%lrlesmce of
place.’ This will bring you honor in the presence | all your fe}llow giles;si. Fcixt" 11
of all the other guests. !'Because everyone who :};fﬁ;‘;’ifumb‘;ez’f“afd oo
makes himself great will be humbled, and every- | humbles himself will be
one who humbles himself will be made great.” | exalted-

2-6. A man whose legs and arms were swollen. Jesus knows they are watching to see if he will heal this
man on the Sabbath. Does our Law allow? The Law of Moses did allow it, but their Tradition said it
was wrong. But they would not say a thing. They knew they did not follow what the Law said. Then he
said to them. Jesus very plainly points out the fact that they say one thing and do another. See notes on
Mazt, 12:10-11.

7-11. So he told this parable. A parable uses common things to teach a spiritual lesson. Do net sit
down in the best place. Protocol gave special honor to certain places. Some of the guests were trying to
get one of the besz places and the honor that went with it. It could happen that someone. If you were
“moved down” to a lower place, yowwould “lose face” [be dis-honored]. Come on up. If you are moved
up to a higher seat, you “gain points” [be honored] by this action. Because everyone who makes him-
self. This is a general law. Why you do something is often more important than what you do. [““It is
surprising what you can do, when you don’t care who gets the credit for it.”] Many fail because they
want all the glory and will not cooperate with others.
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12Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give
a lunch or a dinner, do not invite your friends,
or your brothers, or your relatives, or your rich
neighbors—because they will invite you back and
in this way you will be paid for what you did.
“When you give a feast, invite the poor, the
crippled, the lame, and the blind, "*and you will
be blessed; because they are not able to pay you
back. You will be paid by God when the good
people rise from death.”

The Parable of the Great Feast
(Also Matt. 22.1-10)
150ne of the men sitting at the table heard this

and said to Jesus, ‘‘How happy are those who will
sit at the table in the Kingdom of God!”’

Then Jesus said to his
host, ‘“When you give a
luncheon or dinner, do not
invite your friends, your
brothers or relatives, or your
rich neighbors; if you do,
they may invite you back
and so you will be repaid,
But when you give a ban-
quet, invite the poor, the
crippled, the lame, the
blind, and you will be
blessed, Although they can
not repay you, you will be re-
paid at the resurrection of
the righteous.”

The Parable of the Great
Banquet

When one of those at the
table with him heard this, he
said to Jesus, “Blessed is the
man who will eat at the feast
in the kingdom of God.”

12

15

t6Jesus said to him, ‘“There was a man who was | = yecus replied: 16
giving a great feast, to which he invited many | “A certaintn;’zn was pre-
people. *"At the time for the feast he sent his Fivited fnil;,e; gues‘;g.ueAtihe 17

servant to tell his guests, ‘Come, everything is
ready!’ 1*But they all began, one after another,
to make excuses. The fitst one told the servant,
‘I bought a field, and have to go and look at it;

- please accept my apologies.” ’Another one said,

‘I bought five pairs of oxen and am on my way to
try them out; please accept my apologies.’
20Another one said, ‘I have just gotten married,

time of the banquet he sent
his servant to tell those who
had been invited, ‘Come, for
everything is now ready.’
“But they all alike began
to make excuses, The first
said, ‘I have just bought a
field, and I must go and see
it. Please excuse me.’
“Another said, ‘I have
just bought five yoke of
oxen, and I'm on my way to
try shem out, Please excuse

e,

“Still another said, ‘I just
got married, so I can't
come.’

19

20

12-14. When you give a lunch or a dinner. There is no honor in giving with the thought of being paid
back. Helping those who could not possibly pay you back pleases God. “When you give to the poor it
is like lending to the Lord, because the Lord will pay you back''(Prov. 19:17).

15-24. How happy are those. This is the happiness which God gives. It is a great honot to be *rescued
from the power of datkness and brought safe into the Kingdom of Christ” (see Col. 1:13). But many
are not ready and willing for this/ Matthew gives a similar parable in Matr, 22:1-14.Come, everything
is ready. It was the custom to give the second invitation just as the feast was to begin, John the Baptist
gave the first invitation to the Jewish people, Jesus-is giving the second. The feast began on Pentecost.
The Good News of Christ continues to say: “Corme, everything is ready.’’ To make excuses, The excuses
show they really didn’t want to be guests. The first one told the servant. The excuses are sillyl The first
claims to have bought a field sight unseen! The second claims to have bought five paits [yoke = pait]
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and for this reason I cannot come.’ **The servant
went back and told all this to his master. The
master of the house was furious and said to his
servant, ‘Hurry out ot the streets and alleys of
the town, and bring back the poor, the crippled,
the blind, and the lame.’ ?*Soon the servant said,
“Your order has been carried out, sir, but there is
room for more.” 2*So the master said to the ser-
vant, ‘Go out to the country roads and lanes, and
make people come in, so that my house will be
full. #*I tell you all that none of those men who
were invited will taste my dinner!” ”’

The Cost of Being a Disciple
(Also Matt. 10.37-38)

25Great crowds of people were going along with
Jesus. He turned and said to them, ?*“Whoever
comes to me cannot be my disciple unless he
hates his father and his mother, his wife and his
children, his brothers and his sisters, and himself
as well. 2?Whoever does not carry his own cross
and come after me cannot be my disciple. 2°If one
of you is planning to build a tower, he sits down
first and figures out what it will cost, to see if he
has enough money to finish the job. *’If he
doesn’t, he will not be able to finish the tower
after laying the foundation; and all who see what

“The servant came back 21
and reported this to his mas-
ter, Then the owner of the
house became angry and or-
dered his servant, ‘Go out
quickly into the streets and
alleys of the town and bring
in the poor, the cnppled the
blind and the lame.

 ‘Sir,” the servant said, 22
‘what you ordered has been
done, but there is still
room.’

“Then the master told his 23
servant, ‘Go out to the roads
and country lanes and make
them come in, so that my
house will be full. I tell you, 24
not one of those men who
were invited will get a taste
of my banquet.’ ”’

The Cost of Belng a Disciple

Large crowds were travel- 25
ing with Jesus, and tutning
to them he said: “If anyone 26
comes to me and does not
hate his father and mother,
his wife and children, his
brothers and sisters—yes,
even his own life—he cannot
be my disciple. And anyone 27
who does not carry his cross
and follow me cannot be my
disciple.
“Suppose one of you 28
wants to build a tower. Will
he not first sit down and es-
timate the cost to see if he
has enough money to com-
lete it? For if he lays the 29
oundation and is not able to
finish it, everyone who sees

of oxen without testing them out! The third has just gotten married and claims his wife doesn’t want
to attend! Hurry out to the streets and alleys. The Jewish leaders had “turned down’’ the invitation.
Now another class of people ate called. The poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame. The outcasts
of society. There were many of them in that part of the world, as there are everywhere. Go out to the
country roads and lanes. To the Gentile nations! Make people come in. By using the power of the Good
News (Rom 1:16-17). 1 tell you that none of those. Those who refuse to come, shut themselves out by
their own act.
26-27. Whoever comes to me. See notes on Matt. 10-37-38. Unless he hates his father. This is not
“hate’ in the sense of “‘despise, be hostile toward.” Jesus says his disciples must hate “himself as well, "’
yet each disciple is told to ‘love your fellow man as yourself.” The meaning is this: we must choose
Christ no matter what it costs us to do so!

* 28-33. He sits down first and figures out what it will cost. This is just good sense. Befote anyone follows
Christ, they must learn what it will cost them, because everything that stands between them and Christ
must be pushed into the background! But also look at the rewards!!!
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happened will make fun of him, **“This man
began to build but can’t finish the job!’ they will
say, *'If a king goes out with ten thousand men
to fight another king, who comes against him
with twenty thousand men, he will sit down first
and decide if he is strong enough to face that
other king. **If he isn’t, he will send messengets
to meet the other king, while he is still a long
way off, to ask for terms of peace. **In the same
way,” concluded Jesus, “none of you can be my
disciple unless he gives us everything he has.”

Worthless Salt
(Also Matt. 5.13; Mark 9.50)

344Salt is good, but if it loses its taste there is
no way to make it salty again, **It is no good for
the soil or for the manure pile; it is thrown away.
Listen, then, if you have ears!”

The Lost Sheep
(Also Matt. 18.12-14)

One time many tax collectors and outcasts
15 came to listen to Jesus, The Pharisees and
the teachers of the Law started grumbling,
“This man welcomes outcasts and even eats with
them!” *So Jesus told them this parable,

it will ridicule him, sayinf, 30
“This fellow began to build
and was not ableé to finish.’

“Or suppose a king is a- 31

-bout to go to war against an-

other king. Will he not first
sit down and consider
whether he is able with ten
thousand men to oppose the
one coming against him with
twenty thousand? If he is 32
not able, he will send a dele-
gation while the other is still
a long way off and will ask
for terms of peace, In the 33
same way, any of you who
does not give up everything
he has cannot be my disci-

le.
P “Salt is good, but if it 34
loses its saltiness, how can it
be made salty again? It is fit 35
neither for the soil nor for
the manute pile; it is thrown

ut,
“He who has ears to hear,
{et him hear.”

The Parable of the Lost
Sheep

Now the tax collectots
1 5 and “sinners” wereall
athering around to hear
im. But the Pharisees and
the teachers of the law mut-
tered, ‘““This man welcomes
sinners and eats with them.”
Then Jesus told them this
parable:

34-35. Saltis good. See notes on Matt. 5:13; Mark 9:50. The Christian is the salt of the earth. The taste
is the spirit of love, good will, and self-sacrifice. One who does not have this spirit is worthless to Christ.

1. One time many tax collectors and outcasts. These people came to Jesus in great numbers, Tax
collector. They worked for the Roman Qccupation Army, and were thought of as traitors to their fellow
Jews. Most had been dishonest and made themselves rich. Outcasts. People who had been “suspended”
and no longer allowed to be part of the synagogue.

2. The Pharisees and the teachers of the Law. The Pharisees were the orthodox religious leaders. The
teachers of the Law were the theologians. And even eats with them! No strict Jew could eat with
Gentiles, and these'people were classed in with the Gentiles. The Pharisees felt they could not close
their eyes to this,

3-6. Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep. Jesus gives three parables in this chapter to show God’s
love for his creation. A shepherd who lost onie sheep would go out looking for it, even though the ninety-
nine were safe. He puts it on his shoulders. A common custom. I am so happy! This is God’s attitude
when a “lost one” is found! Every servant of Christ should shate this happiness when a sinner turns
to God. :
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4‘Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and
loses one of them—what does he do? He leaves
the other ninety-nine sheep in the pasture and
goes looking for the one that got lost until he
finds it. *When he finds it, he is so happy that
he puts it on his shoulders, ‘and carries it back
home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors
together, and says to them, ‘I am happy I found
my lost sheep, Let us celebrate!’ "In the same
way, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine respectable people who do not need to
repent.”

The Lost Coin

#‘Or suppose a woman who has ten silver coins
loses one of them—what does she do? She lights
a lamp, sweeps her house, and looks carefully
everywhere until she finds it. "When she finds it,
she calls her friends and neighbors together, and
says to them, ‘I am so happy I found the coin I
lost. Let us celebrate!’ °In the same way, I tell
you, the angels of God rejoice over one sinner
who repents.”

The Lost Son

'Tesus went on to say, “There was a man who
had two sons. !*The younger one said to him,
‘Father, give me now my share of the property.’
So the man divided the property between his two

“Supposeone of youhasa 4

hundred sheep and loses one
of them. Does he not leave
the ninety-nine in the o¥en
country and go after the lost
sheep until he finds it? And 5
when he finds it, he joyfully
puts it on his shoulders and 6
oes home. Then he calls his
riends and neighbors to-
gether and says, ‘Rejoice
with me; I have found my
lost sheep.” I tell you that in 7
the same way there is more
rejoicing in heaven over one -
sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous per-
sons who do not need to re-
pent.

The Parable of the Lost Coin

“Or suppose a woman has 8
ten silver coins and loses
one. Does shie not light a’
lamp, sweep the house and
search carefully until she
finds it? And when she finds 9
it, she calls her friends and
neighbors together and says,
‘Rejoice with me; I have
found my lost coin.” In the 10
same way, I tell you, there is
rejoicing in the presence of
the angels of God over one
stnner who repents.”

The Parable of the Lost Son

Jesus continued: ) 11
“There was a man who
had two sons. The younger 12
one said to his father,
‘Father, give me my share of
the estate.’ So he divided his

property between them,

7. There will be more joy in heaven. The Father, thie Son, and all the angels! Over one sinmer whe
repents. One who makes up his mind to turn from sin and give his life as a living sacrifice. Than over
ninety-nine respectable people. God does not love the ones who are “‘safe in the pasture” ANY LESs,
but the finding of the lost is cause for special joy!

8-10. Or suppose a woman who has ten silver coins. It is the custom in the East to have a stting of
coins for a bracelet, necklace, etc. The happiness of finding the lost coin shows the happiness of God
and his angels when a lost sinner is found!

11-13. There was a man who had two sons. The parables of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin symbolize
Christ searching for the lost sinner. This parable of the Lost Son shows the lost sinner bringing himself
back to the Father’s housé. All three show the happiness over the sinner who turns from sin. The
story of this man and his two sons touches hearts all the way around the world! In the symbolism, the
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sons. *After a few days the younger son sold his | 'Not long after that, the 13
. younger son got together all
part of the property and left home with the |he had, set off for a distant
money. He went to a country far away, where he | cquntry: and thore Sigi“*;i‘;‘ii:;'
wasted his money in reckless living. “He spent After he had spent every- 14
everything he had. Then a severe famine spread gmgw fl‘;e{gamsho?e severe
over that country, and he was left without a |y, and he began to be in
thing. *So he went to work for one of the citizens Ele;?s a%%*&*: ‘::“; Zﬂ?z:ﬁr%df 15
of that country, who sent him out to his farm 10 | that country, who sent him
take care of the pigs. '*He wished he could fill }gnhls dﬁeggs tt'l?lfeﬁf gég;algﬁ 16
. [} . (1
himself with the bean pods the pigs ate, but 10 | ith the pods that the pigs
one gave him anything to eat, "At last he came yere e;tlzig, but no one gave
to his senses and said, ‘All my father’s hired | "o he came to his 17
workers have more than they can eat, and here senses, ?eﬂslalgl, ’1%0“3 many
. a’ r's reg mel
I am, about to starvel "*I will get up and o t0 | fuyetood to spare, and here
my father and say, ‘“Father, I have sinned Ie;m sttarwgg to %eatl?ltl will 18
against God and against you. "’I am no longer | fnct” ona Sy to him,
fit to be called your son; treat me as one of Father, 1 have sinned a-
your hired workers.” * 2°So he got up and started | %5 am no longer worthy 19
back to his father. to b(la‘ ;alled yot;r son; x}?akg
“He was still a long way from home when his | 118,750 0 got up and went 20
father saw him; his heart was filled with pity and | to his father. i
he ran, threw his arms around his son, and | jongway off, his father saw
him and was filled with com-
assion for him. He ran to
is son, threw his arms a-
round him and kissed him,

fatheér is God; the older brother is those who are sanctimonious (sure of their own goodness and who
despise everybody else); the younger son is the sinful. [As Jesus tells this, the Pharisees and teachers
of the Law ate the “older brother,” and the tax collectors and the outcasts are the ‘‘younger son.’’] Give
me now. A selfish demand. The whole human race has done this! So the man divided the property. By
Jewish custom, the older son would get two shares, the younger only one (Deut. 21:17). He went to a
country far away. Among strangers who help him spend his money. Where he wasted his money. The
sinful life is a wasteful life. It is much worse when we waste our spiritual opportunities.

14-16. Then a severe famine. The world cannot meet the deep spiritual needs of mankind. To take
care of the pigs. This was just about as Jow as a Jew could get—rEEDING pIGs! [They were religiously
unclean animals.] With the bean pods. [The pods of the carob tree.] The bean pods of sin make very
poor eating!

17-19, At last he came to his senses. He could see the mess he was in, and he remembered how it
was back home. This is the contrast between sin and salvation. 1 will get up and go. This decision to
get up and go home is repentence. However, note that the younger son in this parable had no high
motives in what he did. “He went home because he was hungry, and there was plenty of food at home.”
I am no longer fit. Notice the hopelessness! The son has no thought of another chance, no hope of
being restored. He will be content to just be one of his father’s hired workers. [Grace is undeserved
favor.]

20-24, When his father saw him. Up to this point the parable tells a story that has happened many
times in this world. Countless people have acted like this younger son, But the real difference in this
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kissed him. 2'‘Father,” the son said, ‘I have
sinned against God and against you. I am no
longer fit to be called your son.’ ?But the father
called his servants: ‘Hurry!" he said, ‘Bring
the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on this
finger and shoes on his feet. 2*Then go get the
prize calf and kill it, and let us celebrate with a
feast! *“Because this son of mine was dead, but
now he is alive; he was lost, but now he has been
found.” And so the feasting began.

25“The older son, in the meantime, was out in
the field. On his way back, when he came close to
the house, he heard the music and dancing.
*He called one of the servants and asked him,
‘What’s going on?’ ?"*Your brother came back

“The son said to him, 21
‘Father, I have sinned a-
gainst heaven and against
you. I am no longer worthy
to be called your son.’

“But the father said to his 22
servants, ‘Quick! Bring the
best robe and put it on him.
Put a ring on his finger and
sandals on his feet. Bring 23
the fattened calf and Kkill it.
Let’s have a feast and cele-
brate, For this son of mine 24
was dead and is alive again;
he was lost and is found.” So
they began to celebrate.

“Meanwhile, the older 25
son was in the field. When
he came near the house, he
heard musi¢ and dancing.

So he called one of the ser- 26
vants and asked him what

was going on. ‘Your brother 27
has come,’ he replied, ‘and
your father has killed the
fattened calf because he has
him back safe and sound.’

“The older brother be- 28
came angry and refused to
go in. So his father went out
and pleaded with him. But 29
he answered his father,
‘Look! All these years I've
been slaving for you and
never disobeyed your orders.
Yet you never gave me even
ayoung goat so I could cele-

home,’ the servant answered, ‘and your father
killed the prize calf, because he got him back
safe and sound.’ 2*The older brother was so angry
that He would not go into the house; so his
father came out and begged him to come in.
Look,” he answered back to his father, ‘all
these years I have worked like a slave for you,
and I never disobeyed your orders. What have
you given me? Not even a goat for me to have a

parable is the Father who waited! The father waiting and watching and while the younger son was still
a long way from home, the father saw him! And he ran. No sober dignity! No stern demands! [God runs
to meet the sinner who is bringing himself home. See notes on Acts 2:36-38.] Father, the son said. And
as the son confesses his sins, the Father is saying: “Hurry! Bring the best robe . . . Put a ring oti his
finger . . . shoes . ., prize calf . . . but now he is alive!”’ [God gives everyman the gift of freedom, which
can be misused. He waits and hopes for everyman’s return. He runs when he sees everyman bringing
himself back home. He does not say: “You are only coming back because you are hungry; go back to
your pigs until you can become pure and spiritual.” It is this HuMILITY of God that the Jewish leaders
could not understand. They thought one who had deliberately sinned should not be allowed to come
back at all. But God was RUNNING to meet everyman in the historical Act of the Cross. See 7 Cor. 2:9
and notes there.]

25-32. The older son. He is symbolic of the Pharisees and teachers of the Law in verse 2. He is also
symbolic of some Christians who fall into the trap which James speaks about (James 4:1-4). The older
son is angry, because he sees no reason to forgive the younger son and welcome him back. The Pharisees
were angry with Jesus, because he offered MERcY to the tax collectors and outcasts. Some sanctimonious
Christians find it hard to be happy when “‘tax collectors and outcasts,” “‘notorious sinners,” and in
general “‘people shunned by their peer group” bring themselves home to Christ. Read the message in
these scriptures: I John 1:10; James 2:10; Rom. 3:23; 5:8; 1 Tim. 1:15; Rom. 8:1-4; Gal. 3:27.
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feast with my friends! *°But this son of yours
wasted all your property on prostitutes, and when
he comes back home you kill the prize calf for
him!’ ***My son,’ the father answered, ‘you are
always here with me and everything I have is
yours. **But we had to have a feast and be happy,
because your brother was dead, but now he is
alive; he was lost, but now he has been found.” ”

The Shrewd Manager

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘‘There was a
16 rich man who had a manager, and he was
told that the manager was wasting his master’s
money. 2He called him in and said, ‘What is

brate with my friends, But
when this son of yours who
has squandered your prop-
erty with prostitutes comes
home, you kill the fattened
calf for him!’

“‘My son,) the father
said, ‘you are always with
me, and everything I have is
yours. But we had to cele-
brate and be glad, because
this brother of yours was
dead and is alive again; he
was lost and is found,’ "

The Parable of the Shrewd
Manager

Jesus told his disci-
16 ples:

“There was a rich man
whose manager was accused
of wasting his possessions.

30

this I hear about you? Turn in a complete ac- So. Iéehgalleflw{xlim'inthgm% 2
count of your handling of my property, beca;use hear  about you?t Give an
you cannot be my manager any longer,” **My account of your manage-
. : : s : ment, because you canno
master is going to dls:mlSS me from my job,’ the | yemanager any 1yonger;
man said to himself, ‘What shall I do? I am not y Tl};, x%x:atgerh slinc} go 3
s : imself, ‘What sha 0
strong enough to dig ditches, and I am ashamed | ;547 My master is taking
to beg. “Now I know what I will do! Then when | away my job. I'm not strong
: : : : enough to dig, and I'm a-
my job is gone I.shall haye friends whq Will | hamed fo beg—I know 4
welcome me in their homes.’ *So he called in all what 'l do so that, when I .
[ : ose my job here, people wil
the people who were in debt to his master. He | 000 %" into: their
said to the first one, ‘How much do you owe my ouges.}; lod . S
) 6¢ s i1 “‘So he called in each one
master? Ol‘le hupdred barrels ,of olive 0il,” | ¢ 1is master's debtors. He
he answered, ‘Here is your account,’ the manager | asked the first, ‘How much
do you owe my master?’
“ ‘Eight hundred gallons 6

of olive oil,’ he replied.

“The manager told .him,
‘Take your bill, sit down
quickly, and make it four
hundred.’

1-3, There was a rich man. The three parables of the 15th chapter were aimed at the sanctimonious.
This one deals with greed, and may have been aimed at the tax collectors who were there. [Many of
them were guilty of dishonesty and mismanagement.] Was wasting his master’s money. Just like the
younger son in chapter 15:13. What is this I hear about you? The manager has betrayed his master by
his action, Turn in a complete account. He is fired! And the books will all be audited. What shall I do?
He has a few short days yet until the action is final, What can he do to help himself? “Reckless living”’
has made him too “soft” to work at manual labor. He is too proud to beg.

4.7, Now I know what I will do. The “way out” of all this comes to him in a flash! So he called in all
the people, In order to make friends who will welcome him in their homes. He calls these people to come-
in and lets them “write off’ their debts at reduced rates.
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told him; ‘sit down and write fifty.” "He said t0 | “Then he asked the sec- 7
another one, ‘And you—how much do you owe?’ | ond, /And how much do you
‘A thousand bushels of wheat,” he answered. h ‘A thous’an% bushels of
‘ . ’ {m-. | wheat,” he replied.
‘He.re is your account,, 8the manager told_ hlrp, et hll’m, “Take your
write eight hundred.” *The master of this dis- | bill and make it eight hun-
honest manager praised him for doing such a | & . o ed 8
shrewd thing; because the people of this world | the dishonest manager be-
are much more shrewd in handling their affairs f;“sgogetggdng‘;ﬁ Sggeggs
than the people who belong to the ]ight.” world are more shrewd in
9And Jesus went on to say, “And so I tell you: | dealing with their own kind
. . than are the people of the
make friends for yourselves with worldly wealth, | ggnt. T tell you, use worldly 9
so that when it gives out you will be welcomed in ;”::lé‘;l o %glala?:sg: lf(:;
the eternal home. ‘*Whoever is faithful in small | gone, you will be welcomed
matters will be faithful in large ones; whoever is mtgve‘}}elmérdvggﬂﬂggs&uste i 10
dishonest in small matters will be dishones'f in | with very little can also be
large ones. ''If, then, you have not been faith- 55,‘:22%2, ‘;fslﬂzus}r:;:;‘;{ ;;;ﬁ
ful in haqdling worldly wealth, 1}ow can you be | yery fittle will also_be dis-
trusted with true wealth? ?And if you have not lﬁgn:s;:tvgl; ',ﬂ'f,fmfg rl& you 1
. . . A{ €]
been faithful with what belongs to-someone else, handling worldly 'weajlrth,
who will give you what belongs to you? ggﬁevsv?ﬂlAt;gs;fy%la “f,:fi‘e‘f,‘;i "
13¢No servant can be the slave of two masters; | peen tmstwmhyy with some-
he will hate one and love the other; he will be | one else’s property, w?o will
loyal to one and despise the other. You cannot | &Y, you property of your
serve both God and money.” “No setvant can serve two 13
masters. Either he will hate
the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to the
one and despise the other,
You cannot serve both God
and Money.”

8. The master of this dishonest manager praised him. Not for his dishonesty, but for his shrewdness
in preparing for his future. Are much more shrewd. The shrewd manager knew better how to deal with
his master and the debtors [who were probably tenants] under his control, than people of light know
how to deal with their God above and their needy brothers here. Central 1dea: The one point taught in
this patable is to use our earthly resources shrewdly to prepare for the time when these very things will
fail us.

9. And so I tell you. We are managers of the worldly wealth which God gives us. We must not waste it,
nor hoard it up. We-are to use it in a way which meets with God’s approval, to make friends in that
eternal home. It is true of many things, that we “‘use it, or lose it!"

10-12. Whoever is faithful in small matters. A person who is faithful in minor details will not be un-
faithful in more important things. If, then, you have not been faithful. Our management of worldly
wealth clearly reveals our character and spmt The true wealth is the Eternal. With what belongs to
someone else. This world and all that is in it belongs to God! If we are faithful in our use of God’s
wealth, he will give us-Eternity! See Eph. 2:8-10.

13. No servant can be the slave of two masters. See note on Matt. 6:24.
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Some Sayings of Jesus The Pharis;es,“wlilo loveg 14
fr
(Also Matt, 11.12-13; 5.31-32; Mark 10,11-12) | Money, heard oll thie e 15
. . id to them, “Y th
14The Pharisees heard all this, and they made gs);es oo matify yourselves
fun of Jesus, because they loved money. '*Jesus i?the eyes Ofl men, 1%% gog
said to them, “You are the ones who make your- highly valued among men is
selves look right in men’s sight, but God knows detestablein Godssight, ¢
your hearts. For what men think is of great value | spers ;efeagr:;;aimeg antil
is worth nothing in God’s sight. Jol(l’g. Sinceftlﬁatk f::?de' n;d;«;
0y 00 news o e O
16“The Law.of Moses and the ‘writings of the | & is being preached, and
. prophets were in effect up to the time of John the sveryone is forcing rhﬁs vy
Baptist; since then the Good News about the and earth to disappear than
Kingdom of God is being told, and everyone | for the least stroke of a pen
forces his way in. "But it is easier for heaven | °d{opoutofthetew. .

y. 1. Vi ““Anyone who divorces his 18
and earth to disappear than for the smallest | wife and marries another
detail of the Law to be done away with. | 2nd the man who marries &

18“Any man who divorces his wife and marries givlorced woman commits a-
another woman commits adultery; and the man | 4"
who married a divorced woman commits adult- | The Rich Man and Lazarus
ety.” “There was a rich. man 19

who was dressed in purple

The Rich M dL and fine linen and lived in

e Rich Man and Lazarus

1%“There was once a rich man who dressed in
the most expensive clothes and lived in great

14, And they made fun of Jesus. They understood Jesus to be attacking greed, and they thought this
foolish, because they measured everything in terms of money.

15. Is worth nothing in God’s sight. The things that seem so important in this world, have no value in
God’s sight. Compare I Cor, 1:26-31.

16, The Law of Moses and the writings. See notes on Matt. 11:12-13.

17. But it Is easler. See note on Matt. 5:17-18.

18. Any man who divorces his wife. Marriage meant little to the Pharisees. See notes on Matt. 19:1-9.
19. There was once a rich man. Jesus tells this to illustrate the result of a wrong attitude and misuse of
worldly wealth, The parable of the Shrewd Manager showed how wotldly wealth is to be used; this
parable shows the horror which a failure to use worldly wealth properly will bring. [Jesus brings the
whole force of his rebuke on the one point of “‘failure to use. '’ Nothing said about this rich man wasting
other people's money nor any hint that he gained his riches dishonestly. To have described him as dis-
honest or drunken, would have clouded the issue. Here is a good citizen, with no hint of scandal
attached to his name. He was ‘‘well off, " and made no attempt to help anyone else. He spent his worldly
wealth pleasing himself, and spent none serving God or helping his fellow man.]
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luxury every day. **There was also a poor man, | luxuryevery day. At his gate 20
named Lazarus, full of sores, who used to be | yas lsid 2 beggar named
brought to the rich man’s door, 2thoping to fill | and longing to eat what fell 21
himself with the bits of food that fell from the | fom the rich man's table,
rich man’s table. Even the dogs would come and | licked his sates,
lick his sores. **The poor man died and was | ~The fime ::g‘:h‘zh;;‘gtehlg 2
carried by the angels to Abraham’s side, at the catned him to Abtaham’s
feast in heaven; the rich man died and was | side. Therich manalso died
buried. **He was in great pain in Hades; and he | where he was in torment, he
looked up and saw Abraham, far away, with | lockedupandsaw Abraham
Lazarus at his side. 2“So he called out, ‘Father | uisside. So he calied to him, 24
Abraham! Take pity on me, and send Lazarus to Father Abraham, have pity
dip his finger in some water and cool off my | gip the tip of his finger in
tongue, because I am in great pain in this firel’ | water and cool my tongue,
5But Abraham said, ‘Remember, my son, that | giegne, oo
in your lifetime you were given all the good ,S“But égg;a&latfgﬂigg; 25
things, while Lazarus got all the bad things; but | fifetime you received your
now he is enjoying himself here, while you are in ggggv:glggz,txgg: Iﬁfﬂrolg
he is comforted here and you

20. There was also a poor man. In the last stages of his life, this poor man has nothing to keep him
alive, but the charity he receives. Named Lazarus. This is the only time Jesus mentions a name in a
parable. Lazarus means God a help, and it is symbolic of absolute poverty. Augustine wrote: “Does
not Christ seem to you to have been reading in that book where he found the name of the poor man
written, but found not the name of the rich? For that book is the Book of Life.” [Book of the Living; see
note on Rev. 20:14-15.] The description shows the condition of the helpless poot at that time. The rich
man has friends, and servants to wait on him. Lazarus has only dogs. [Dogs: see note on Matt, 7:6.]
The whole point is that the rich man gave nothing to Lazarus. The bits of food from the rich man’s table
was the garbage which would be thrown out on the street.

22. And was carried by the angels. Not because he was poor, but because he pleased God.

23. He was in great pain in Hades. Not because he was rich [Abraham was rich], but because he
Jailed to use it shrewdly, Note also that both were Jews, and therefore both people of God. The
difference between them in this parable is how they used what they had.

24. Take pity on me. Note that the rich man was very conscious of his surroundings, and that he could

both see and recognize Abraham. [The Jews had a saying: “‘Abraham sits at the entrance to Hades and
will not let his descendants go in there.] He calls on Abraham for help. The conditions of the rich man

and Lazarus are sharply reversed in the spirit world. [See note at the end of this chapter.]

25. Remember, my son. Alford (Greek Testament) says: ““Analogy gives us every reason to suppose
that in the disembodied state the whole life on earth will lie before the soul in all its thoughts, words,

and deeds, like a map of the past journey before a traveler.”
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pain. *$Besides all that, there is a deep pit lying
between us, so that those who want to cross over
from here to you cannot do it, nor can anyone
cross over to us from where you are.” *’The rich
man said, ‘Well, father, I beg you, send Laza-
tus to my father’s house, **where I have five
brothers; let him go and warn them so that they,
at least, will not come to this place of pain.’
29 Abraham said, “Your brothers have Moses and
the prophets to warn them; let your brothers
listen to what they say.” *°The rich man
answered, ‘That is not enough, father Abraham]|
But if someone were to rise from death and go to
them, then they would turn from their sins.’
31But Abraham said, ‘If they will not listen to
Moses and the prophets, they will not be con-
vinced even if someone were to rise from death.’ ”

Sin
(Also Matt. 18.6-7, 21-22; Mark 9.42)

Jesus said to his disciples, “Things that
17 make people fall into sin are bound to
happen; but how tertible for the one who makes
them happen! *It would be better for him if a
large millstone were tied around his neck and he
were thrown into the sea, than for him to cause

are in agony, And besidesall 26
this, between us and you a
great chasm has been fixed,

50 that those who want to go
from here to you cannot, nor
can anyone cross over from
there to us,’

“He answeted, “Then I 27
beg you, father, send Laza-
rus to my father’s house, for 28
1 have five brothers, Let him -
warn them, so that they will
not also come to this place of
torment.’

“Abraham replied, ‘They 29
have Moses and the Proph-
ets; let them listen to them,’

““‘No, father Abraham,’ 30
he said, ‘but if someone
from the dead goes to them,
they will repent.’

“He said to him, ‘If they 31
do not listen to Moses and
the Prophets, they will not
be convinced even if some-
one rises from the dead.’ ”

Sin, Faith, Duty

Jesus said to his disci-
17 ples: “Things that
cause people to sin are
bound to come, but woe to
that person through whom
they come. It would be bet- 2
ter for him to be thrown into
the sea with a millstone tied
around his neck than for
him to cause one of these lit-

26, There Is a deep pit. Permanent and impassible! In the future state, the good and the evil will be
separated from each other. [See note at the end of this chapter.]

27-31, Send Lazarus to my father’s house. He first thought of himself. Now he wants to warn his family.
This is brought up to emphasize what follows. Your brothers have Moses and the prophets to warn
them. The rich man and his brothers thought worldly wealth was the only rREALITY. The warning was
there, loud and clear, but they did not listen! They will not be convinced. If they will not listen to Moses
and the prophets, Lazarus returning from the dead would not make them listen. JESUS DID RETURN
FROM THE DEAD| But many of the enemies of Jesus paid no attention to it! Compare I Thess. 2:14-16.
[Hades is the Greek name for the world of the dead, and is the same as Sheol in the Old Testament,
Hades sometimes means the abyss, a place of punishment for the wicked awaiting judgment (see note
on Rev. 9:2). But also in this spirit world of Hades is Paradise—‘‘heaven” before the Judgment. In
Hades we see the wicked in great pain; while the good enjoy their rewards. The joys of Paradise were
thought of as “‘the feast in heaven.'’ After the resurrection and the Judgment, the good will inherit the
Eternal Kingdom; while the wicked, death, and the world of the dead (Hades) will be thrown into the
lake of fire (see Rev. 20:14-15).]

1-2, Things that make people fall into sin. See notes on Mazt. 18:6-7.
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one of these little ones to sin. *Be on your guard! | t1e ones to sin. So watch 3.
‘“ e @l : H yousselves,

If your brother sms; rebuke' him, and if he | YOUR your brother sins, re-
repents, forgive him. ‘If he sins against you | buke him,and if he repents,
seven times in one day, and each time he comes ;‘;ﬁg‘s‘geygf‘“;evlefn he sins a- 4
to you saying, ‘I repent,” you must forgive him.” | day, and seven times comes

: back ‘o you and says, ‘I re-
. pent,’ forgive him.”
Faith The ‘apostles said to the 5
Lord, “Increase our faith!”
SThe apostles said to the Lord, “Make OUr |  He replied, “If you have
faith gteater fait(lll as small as a mustailrd
’ .. | seed, you can say to this
SThe Lord answered, “If you had faith as big mulbexj‘,ry tree, ‘Be uprooted
as a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry | 2nd planted in the sea,” and
c it will obey you.
tree, ‘Pull yourself up by the roots and plant “Suppose one of you had 7
yourself in the seal’ and it would obey you.” :fstzgv‘;;l‘;l’s‘ﬁ’;‘;‘gg;(}gﬁ“‘}‘lg
say to the sf:,rvant hWhefP Il:le
3 comes in from the field,
A Servant sDuty ‘Come alon, now and sit
“Suppose one of you has a servant who is | downtoeat’? Would he not 8
. . rather say, ‘Prepate my sup-
plowing or looking after the sheep. When he | per, get yourself ready and
comes in from the field, do you say to him, | yait on me %ﬁ;‘;olumya;‘z
‘Hurry along and eat your meal’? *Of course | and drink’? Would he thank 9
not! Instead, you say to him, ‘Get my supper | the servant because he did
rea'dy, then put on your apron and wait on me | you also, when you have
while I eat and drink; after that you may eat g;getoe‘éfﬁs‘;;gg] SO vere
and driqk.’ *The servant does not desetrve thaqks are unworthy semn{;;, we
for obeying orders, does he? !°It is the same with | heve only dore our duty.
you; when you have done all you have been told
to do, say, ‘We are ordinary servants; we have
only done our duty.” ”’

3-4. If your brother sins, rebuke him. Note that a rebuke and forgiveness are both duties. Compare
Gal. 6:1-2. See notes on Matt. 18:15-22, )

5-6. Make our faith greater. The disciples ask for faith to be able to do the things he has just told
them. If you had faith as big as a mustard seed. Godet writes: ‘“The only real power of the universe is
the divine will. The human will, which has discovered the secret of blending with this force of forces, is
raised, in virtue of this union, to omnipotence.” But the gap between ourselves and God shows how far
we are from that perfect union. See notes on Mait, 14:28-31. [The mulberry tree is a ‘‘fig-mulberry,”
called a sycamine in some versions. It was large, with very deep roots.]

7-10. Suppose one of you has a servant. This parable is based on the custom of having the same
servant work in the fields and in the house. The servant expected to serve his master ﬁrst, and himself
last! The servant does not deserve thanks for obeylng orders. There is no special merit in doing what
you are supposed to do. It is the same with you. Since in God’s sight no onle can even fulfill their duty
(Psalm 143:2), it is not possible for someone to do more than their duty. One who has great faith has
no reason to be proud of what he does! God owes us nothing just because we do a.good job. The eternal
reward comes through grace, not debt (Rom. 11:6; Eph. 2:4-10). But notice the warning in Rom. 6:1-2.
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Ten Healed of Leprosy
Jesus Makes Ten Lepers Clean Now on I wey to Jeru- 11
*As Jesus made his way to Jerusalem he went :g;ﬁ';grg::‘;:et‘;zg‘:f;'a,gggg
between Samaria and Galilee. ?He was going gmtd Gal,ihee‘ Asthe was going 12
H 4 mto a village, ten men wno
into a village when he was met by ten ‘l‘epers. had leprosy met him, They
They stood at a distance ’and shouted, “Jesus! stood st & distance and 13
b ”” called out 1n a loud voice,
Master! Have pity on us! ) . “Jesus, Master, have pity on
14Jesus saw them and said to them, ‘‘Go and usl‘;(’l ven b ' them. he 14
H H 1 en ne saw em (]
let the priests examine you, said, “Go, show yourselyes
On the way they were made clean. !*One of | to the griests." A{nd asdthey
went, they were cleansed.
them, whgr} he saw that he was healed, came | "G E e L Te saw 15
back, praising God in a loud voice. '*He threw | he was bealed, came back,

H y H raising God 1nh a loud voice,
hgmself to the ground at Jesus’ feet, thanking | 251 G0 el at Tesus 16
him. The man was a Samaritan. '"Jesus spoke ﬁeet and ghanked him—and

[ . e was a Samaritan,
up, There.were ten men mgde clqan, whete are Tosus asked. “VWere not 17
the other nine? *Why is this foreigner the only | all ten cleansed? Where ate
one who came back to give thanks to God?” | the other ninc? Was fo give 18
19And Jesus said to him, “Get up and go; your Frai_se to "God except this
faith has made you well.” foreigner?” Then hgeo,sa‘ydoﬁ‘r’ 19
faith has made you well,”
The Coming of the Kingdom The Comming of the Klngd
e of the gdom
(Also Matt. 24.23-28, 37-41) ofGod
9Some Pharisees asked Jesus when the King- | | Once, having been asked 20
N ‘s y the Pharisees when the
dom of God would come. His answer was, ‘“The kmgdm]n of Glogd W(’)I“1111d

s s come, Jesus replied, ‘“The
Kingdom of Czilod does not come in such a Wy | ot of Gad does ot
as to be seen. *'No one will say, ‘Look, here it is!” | comevisibly, nor will people 21
or, ‘“There it is!’; because the Kingdom of God | say, Hereitis," or ‘There it
S o tite ’ is,’ because the kingdom of
is within you. God is within you.”

11-19. As Yesus made his way to Jerusalem. The time of this is uncertain. If this happened on his last
tour, it would be just after he left Galilee, before he reached Perea. He went hetween Samarla and
Galilee. From west to east, to cross the Jordan river. He was met by ten Iepers, [Leprosy: see notes on.
Matt. 8:1-2.] Expelled from society, lepers banded together for company and protection. They stood
at a distance, The Law requited this (Lev. 13:45-46), Go and let the priests examine you. The priest had
to certify the leper as clean (see note on Matt. 8:4). Notice at this point they are still lepers. On the
way they were made clean. This was a test of faith. Not one would have been healed, if he disobeyed.

But when faith is action, their leprosy is gone! One of them . . . came back. To praise God and to thank
Jesus! Where are the other nine? One returns to thank Jesus, and it is the foreigner [a Samaritan]. The
others, saved from a living death, ate seen no more. Your faith has made you well. God says in effect:

“You move, and I will bless you." This man's faith also showed itself in love.

20-21. When the Kingdom of God would come. These Pharisees, and the Jewish people, expected a
political kingdom with the power and glory of David’s kingdom restored to Israel. Compare note on
Acts 1:6. In such a way as to be seen. It was not to be material and visible. Is within you. “You are in
fact the slaves of the master you obey” (Rom. 6:16), The Kingdom of God is made up of people who
have yielded their heart and loyalty to Christ—have become his disciples.
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22Then he said to the disciples, ‘“The time will
come when you will wish you could see one of the
days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it.
2*There will be those who will say to you, ‘Look,
over therel’ or, ‘Look, over here!’ But don’t go
out looking for it. 2*As the lightning flashes
across the sky and lights it up from one side to
the other, so will the Son of Man be in his day.
**But first he must suffer much and be rejected
by the people of this day. *°As it was in the time
- of Noah, so shall it be in the days of the Son of
Man. *’Everybody kept on eating and drinking,
men and women married, up to the very day
Noah went into the ark and the Flood came and
killed them all. 2*It will be as it was in the time of
Lot. Everybody kept on eating and drinking,
buying and selling, planting and building. 2°On
the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained
down from heaven and killed them all. *That is
how it will be on the day the Son of Man is
revealed.

*1““The man who is on the roof of his house on
that day must not go down into the house to get
his belongings that are there; in the same way,

the man who is out in the field must not go back

to the house. **Remember Lot’s wife! **Whoever
tries to save his own life will lose it; whoever loses
his life will save it. **On that night, I tell you,
there will be two men sleeping in one bed; one

Then he said to his disci- 22
ples, “The time is coming
when you will long to see one
of the days of the Son of
Man, but you will not see it.
Men will tell you, ‘There he 23
is!’ or ‘Here he is!’ Donot go -
running off after them, For 24
the Son of Man in his day
will be like the lightning,
which flashes and lights up

-the sky from one end to the

other. But first he must suf- 25
fer many things and be re-
jected by this generation.

“Tust as it was in the days 26
of Noah, so also will it be in
the days of the Son of Man,
People were eating, drink- 27
ing, marrying and being
given in marriage up to the-
day Noah entered the ark.
Then the flood came and de-
stroyed them all. “It was
the same in the days of Lot. 28
People were eating, drink-
ing, buying, selling, plant-
ing and building. But the 29
day Lot left Sodom, fire and
sulfur rained down from
heaven and destroyed them

all.
“It will be just like this on 30
the day the Son of Man is re-
vealed. On that day no one 31
who is on the roof of. his
house, with his goods inside,
should go down to get them.
Likewise, no one in the field
should go back for anything.
Remember Lot’s wifel Who- 32
ever tries to keep his life will 33
lose it, and whoever loses his
life will preserve it. I tell 34
you, on that night two
people will be in one bed;
one will be taken and the

22-24. When you will wish you could see. In their restless eagerness to see a visible kingdom, many
would be tempted to follow false prophets and false Messiahs. He warns them against this, telling them
that just as the lightning lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will be his visible Second
coming! ‘Look, he is coming with the clouds! Everyone will see him, including those who pierced him”’
(Rev. 1:7).

25. But first he must suffer. See notes on Luke 24:25-27.

26-37. As it was In the time of Noah. This is similar to parts of Matt. 24:17-41. See notes there. Re-
member Lot’s wife! By delaying and looking back, as they were fleeing Sodom, she lost her life.
Compare notes on Matt, 24:16-18. Where, Lord? They still thought the things he spoke about were a
local prediction. Jesus gave a proverbial answer. Sin will draw punishment and destruction to itselfl
Compare note on Matt, 24:28.
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will be taken away, the other left behind, **Two
women will be grinding meal together; one will
be taken away, the other left behind. [**Two men
will be in the field: one will be taken away, the

other left, Two women will
be grinding grain together;
one will be taken and the
other left.” [Two men will
be in the field; one will be
taken away, the other left

35

36

: D behind ]""¥
other left b'eh.md.] L . “Where, Lotd?” they 37
*The disciples asked him, ‘“Where, Lord?”’ | asked.

Jesus answered, ‘“Where there is a dead body
the vultures will gather.”

The Parable of the Widow and the Judge

Then Jesus told them this patable, to
18 teach them that they should always pray
and never become discouraged. **There was a

He replied, “Where there
is a dead body, there the vul-
tures will gather.”

The Parable of the
Persistent Widow

« Then Jesus told his
18 disciples a parable o
show them that they should
always pray and not give up.

. . . . He said: 2
judge in a certain town who neither feared God T & cortain town there
nor respected men. *And there was a widow in | was a judge who neither
. . feared God nor cared about
that same town who kept coming to him and | jen. And there was a widow 3
. . p . !

. inst m in that town who kept
pleading f;OE her rights .Help me against my coming to him with the plea,
opponent!” ‘For a long time the judge was not | ‘Grantme justice againstmy
willing, but at last he said to himself, ‘Even | adversary.’

B 5 For some time he re- 4
though I don’t fear God or respect men, °yet be- | fysed. But finally he said to
cause of all the trouble this widow is giving me | himself, ‘Even though I

: s : don’t fear God or care about

I will see to it that she gets her rights; or else she | men, yet because this widow 5
will keep on coming and finally wear me out!’ ” keel:; lzot}fllerintg I'?le’ticle wil;
And the Lord continued, “Listen to what | fra she wont eventually
that corrupt judge said. "Now, will God not | weat me, out with her

judge in favor of his own people who cry to him | ““Aifine Lord said, “Lis- 6
nd night? Will he be slow to help | ten to what the unjust judge

for help day a g w p says. And will not God bring 7

about justice for his chosen
ones, who cry out to him day
and night? Will he keep put-

1, To teach them that they should always pray. Prayer is a right, not a duty. And never become dis-
couraged, God knows our needs, much better than we do. But he wants us to ask him and to praise
hit, just as we want our children to talk to us. See Eph, 6:18.

2-3. There was a judge. Judges in the East were notorious for being dishonest and taking bribes. And
there was a widow. In the East, a widow was almost totally helpless, unless she had powerful friends.
The Bible presents God as a friend to the widow and the orphan. Help me against my opponent. She
had an enemy against whom she was helpless.

4-S, For a long time. The judge had no high motives, and she had no money to bribe him. This is
important, because it builds up to the “punch line.” Yet because of all the trouble. She kept on
“nagging” him, and finally he did what she wanted, even though there was nothing in it for him.

6-8. Listen to what the corrupt judge said. This is the application of the parable—the ‘“‘punch line,”
Will God not judge in favor of his own people? If a corrupt and dishonest judge would finally act be-

* Some MSS add verse 36.
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) U s s ting them off? I tell you, he 8
them? °I tell you, he will judge in their favor, | Gifcec that they get justice,
and do it quickly. But will the Son of Man find :}xlld uickly. However, when
P ’ e Son of Man comes, will
faith on earth when he comes?” he find faith on the earth?”
The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax The Rarable of the Pharisee
Collector ‘ To some who were confi- 9
*Jesus also told this parable to people who were dent of their own, righteous-
sure of their own goodness and despised every- f}\:_erybod%] else, Jesus told
body else. **“Two men went up to the temple to | “SfiF0C vent up o the 10
pray; one was a Pharisee, the other a tax col- templedt(t)hpra{},loneazl’hari-
lector. 'The Pharisee stood apart by himself and | 55,20 ¢ Gpon.a %208 11
prayed, ‘I thank you, God, that I am not greedy uplfafgl ograi\y;d zlt(bout tl;lh?i
dishonest, or immoral, li.ke everybody else; I | 55" =G ';n“(‘,‘thzg‘:ne:_
thank you that I am not like that tax collector. | robbers, evildoers, adulter-
2 H ers—or even like 1S tax
171 fast two days' every w’eek, and I give you one [ S0 -0% T vice & week 12
tenth of all my income.’ **But the tax collector | and give a tenth of all my in-
3 : 5 come.’
stood at a distance and woulq not even raise l'us "But the tax collector 13
face to heaven, but beat on his breast and said, | stood at a distance. He
: ! would not even look up to
heaven, but beat his breast
and said, ‘God, have mercy
onme, a sinner.’

cause of the continual “nagging” of this widow, Jesus says, what about a God who Joves you??? Wil
he be slow to help them? God will not act like the judge in this parable. He will answer right away! [But
note God does not always answer yes; sometimes he says no, or wait a while—just as we do with our own
children.] Find faith on earth when he comes? Not *“The Faith,” but the kind of faith the widow showed
in going to the judge again and again! The Lord is distressed by the unbelief of those who believe! See
note on Matt. 17:17. {Christians will be alive and waiting when Jesus returns. See notes on I Thess.
4:15-18.]

9. Jesus also told this parable, He must mean the Phansees, since they were sanctimonious. Rabbi
Simeon, a Pharisee, is supposed to have said: “If there were only thirty righteous men in the world like
Abraham, my son and I would be two of them; if only two, my son and I would be those; if only one;: it
would be myself.”

10. Two men went up to the temple to pray. Jesus deliberately uses extremes in this parable. The
Pharisees were very religious, and the tax collectors were outcasts. See notes on Matt, 3:7; 9:9.

11-12. The Pharisee stood apart by himself. So everyone would be sure to see him. The Pharisees liked
to impress people by showing off their goodness. Like everybody else. The Pharisees thought they-had
“God in a box,” and so they despised all “non-pharisees.” [But avoid praying: “I thank You that I
am not like that Pharisee!”’]

13. But the tax collector stood at a distance. He was conscious of being an outcast, and so stayed at a
distance from the others. But beat on his breast. Symbolic of sadness. Have pity on me, a sinner! Note
the difference in attitude. The Pharisee thought God owed him something. The tax collector humbly
asks for pity and mercy.
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‘God, have pity on me, a sinner!’ “I tell you,”
said Jesus, “this man, and not the other, was in
the right with God when he went home, Because
everyone who makes himself great will be hum-
bled, and everyone who humbles himself will be
made great.”

Jesus Blesses Little Children
(Also Mart 19,13-15; Mark 10.13-16)

SSome people brought their babies to Jesus
to have him place his hands on them. But the
disciples saw them and scolded them for doing
so. '*But Jesus called the children toe him, and
said, “Let the children come to me, and do not
stop them, because the Kingdom of God belongs
to such as these. "Remember this! Whoever does
not receive the Kingdom of God like a child will
never enter it.”

The Rich Man _
(Also Matt 19.16-30; Mark 10.17-31)

18A Jewish leader asked Jesus, “Good Teacher,
what must I do to receive eternal life?”’

19“Why do you call me good?”’ Jesus asked
him. “No one is good except God alone. **You
know the commandments: ‘Do not commit
adultery; do not murder; do not steal; do not lie;
honor your father and mother.” ”

'The man replied, “Ever since I was young
I'have obeyed all these commandments.”

- 22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You
still need to do one thing. Sell all you have and
give the money to the poor, and you will have
riches in heaven; then come and follow me.”

“I tell you that this man,
rather than the other, went
home justified before God,
For everyone who exalts

14

himself will be humbled, .

and he who humbles himself
will be exalted,”

The Little Children and
Jesus

People were also bringing
babies to Jesus to have him
touch them. When the disci-
ples saw this, they rebuked
them, But Jesus called the
children to him and said,
“Let the little children come
to me, and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of
God' belongs to such as
these. I tell you the truth,
anyone who will not receive
the kingdom of God like a
little child will never enter
it.”

The Rich Ruler

A certain ruler asked him,
“Good teacher, what must I
do to inherit eternal life?”’

“Why do you call me
good?”’ Jesus answered. ‘‘No
one is good—except God a-
lone. You know the com-
mandments: ‘Do not com-
mit adultery, do not mur-
der, do not steal, do not give
false testimony, honor your
father and mother.” *

“All these I have kept
since I was a boy,”” he said.

When Jesus heard this, he
said to him, “You still lack
one thing. Sell everything
you have and give to the
poor, and you will have trea-
sure in heaven, Then come,
follow me."”

—

6

—

7

nN

2

14. This man, and not the other. This is the ‘‘punch line.” The tax collector was forgiven and made
right with God. [He was already a child of God, but had sinned.] This parable teaches us that the right
attitude is important, for us to receive the promise of I Jokr 1:9. This parable, and the one before this,

should be kept in mind by every Christian.

15-17. Some people brought thelr babies to Jesus. See notes on Matt. 19:13-15. It was the custom for a

rabbi to bless babies.

18-30. A Jewish leader asked Jesus. See notes on Matt. 19:16-30. He was probably leader of a

synagogue (see note on Luke 13:14).
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23But when the man heard this he became very
sad, because he was very rich.

24Jesus saw that he was sad and said, ‘“How
hard it is for rich people to enter the Kingdom
of God! *’It is much harder for a rich man to
enter the Kingdom of God than for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle.”
*¥The peoplé who heard him asked, ‘“Who, then,
can be saved?”’

*Jesus answered, ‘“What is impossible for men
is possible for God.”

28Then Peter said, “Look! We have left our
homes to follow you.”

2%“Yes,” Jesus said to them, “and 1 tell you
this: anyone who leaves home or wife or brothers
or parents or children for the sake of the King-
dom of God *°will receive much more in this
present age, and eternal life in the age to come.”

Jesus Speaks a Third Time about His Death
(Also Matt. 20.17-19; Mark 10.32-34)

*Jesus took the twelve disciples aside and said
to them, “Listen] We are going to Jerusalem
where everything the prophets wrote about the
Son of Man will come true. *2He will be handed
over to the Gentiles, who will make fun of him,
insult him, and spit on him, **They will whip him
and kill him, but on the third day he will rise
to life.”

*4The disciples did not understand any of these
things; the meaning of the words was hidden
from them, and they did not know what Jesus
was talking about.

When he heard this, he 23
became very sad, because he
was & man of great wealth.
Jesus looked at him and 24
said, “How hard it is for the
tich to enter the kingdom of
God! Indeed, it is easier for 25
a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for a
tich man to enter the king-
dom of God.”

Those who heard this 26
asked, “Who then can be
saved?”

Jesus replied, *“What is 27
impossible with men is poss-
ible with God.”

Peter said to him, “We 28
have left all we had to follow
you!”

“T tell you the truth,” 29
Jesus said to them, ‘‘no one
who has left home or wife or
brothers or parents or chil-
dren for the sake of the
kingdom of God will fail to 30
receive many times as much
in this age and, in the age to
come, eternal life.”

Jesus Again Predicts His
Death

Jesus took the Twelve a- 31
side and told them, “We are
going up to Jerusalem, and
everything that is written by
the prophets about the Son
of Man will be fulfilled. He 32
will be handed over to the
Gentiles. They will mock
him, insult him, spit on
him, flog him and kill him.
On the third day he will rise 33
again.” -

The disciples did not 34
understand any of this. Its
meaning was hidden from
them, and they did not know
what he was talking about.

31-34. Listen! We are going to Jerusalem. See notes on Matt. 20:17-19; Mark 10:32-34. Luke adds:
“where everything the prophets wrote about the Son of Man will come true.” See Luke 9:31. [Some of
what the prophets wrote: Psalm 16:10; 22:7-8; 49:15; Isa. 53:1-9; Dan. 9:26.]
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Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar féi BI:lnd Beggar Recelves His
t
(Also Matt 20.29-34; Mark 10.46-52) & .
] ) As Jesus approached Jeri-
#5Jesus was coming near Jericho, and a certain | cho, & blind man was sitting
1 Y by th b . by the roadside begging,
blind man was sitting by the road, begging. When he heard the crowd 36
%When he heard the crowd passing by he asked, | goingby, he asked what was
“What is this?”’ happening, They told him, 37
37“?1: ist 1; N h bv.” th 1d “Jesus of Nazareth is pass-
esus of Nazareth is passin they to ingby.”
h" s p g 0¥ ¥ He called out, “Jesus, Son 38
m. ) ) of David, have metrcy on
¥He cried out, “Jesus! Son of David! Have o h o Ted th 2
. ose who led the way re-
mercy onmel” _ buked him and told him to
¥The people in front scolded him and told | be quiet, but he shouted all
. . the ‘more, “Son of David,
him to be quiet. But he shouted even more | pavemercy on mel”
loudly, “Son of David! Have mercy on me!” h]esus st(zppgd ﬂgld or?&rid 40
480 Jesus stopped and ordered that the blind | }is ™Fhen he came noar.
man be brought to him. When he came near, | Jesus asked h‘m:l, “fWhat ;1,9 41
Tesus asked him, ““What do you want me to do | ¥ s 1o 80 Ner e
for you?” replied. it h Re. 42
CQYp 39 “ Tea 99 Jesus said to him, “Re-
Sir,” he answered, }wagt to see again. celve your sight; yout faith
“Then Jesus said to him, “See! Your faith has has healed you. * Immedi. 43
i3] ately he recelvel 1S S1
made you well. and followed Jesus, prais?ng
At once he was able to see, and he followed God..Wh;n alllthe pec_)plg
Jesus, giving thanks to God. When the crowd | g ™ ey also prabse
saw it, they all praised God. A
Zacch the Tax Collect
Jesus entered Jericho
Jesus and Zacchaeus %1 9 . dA e pas;'mg ,
3 1 H through, A man was there
19 Jesus wen‘g on into Jericho gnd was passing | (e T acchacus;
through. ?There was a chief tax collector | he was a chief tax collector

35-43, Jesus was coming near Jericho. This is the last time he would go to Jerusalem, since the ctuci-
fixion was just a little more than a week away, See notes on Matt, 20:29-34. Matthew says there were
two, but Mark and Luke mention only the one who shouted.

1, Jesus went on into Jericho. Jesus had crossed the Jordan near Jericho, the city of palm trees, and the
road led directly through there on the way to Jernsalem., Mark shows us that Jesus was ahead of the
ctowd; went on in to Jeticho; the noise of the crowd disturbed the blind men [Luke mentions only the
one who shouted]; and as Jesus was leaving the town, the healing in Luke 18:35-43 took place; then this
meeting with Zacchaeus. From Jericho the road climbs more than 3,000 feet in eighteen miles, from the
valley floor to Jerusalem in the mountains.

2. There was a chief tax collector there. Both the importance and location of Jericho would make it
a center for the Roman tax collection. Zacchaeus was supervisor of the district, Who was rich. The job
payed very well, But he was honest (verse 8.
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there, named Zacchaeus, who was rich. *He was | and vas wealthy. He wanted 3
trying to see who Jesus was, but he was a little | being a short man he could
man and could not see Jesus because of the | 1o because of the crowd,

. o he ran ahead and 4
crowd. “So he ran ahead of the crowd and | climbed a sycamore-fig tree
climbed a sycamore tree to see Jesus, who would | ¥ ‘;el:ght‘}‘f;t :}:}fe Jesus was
be going that way. *When Jesus came to that When Jesus reached the S
place, he looked up and said to Zacchaeus, | $pof; helocked up and said
“Hurry down, Zacchaeus, because I must stay | down immediately. I must
in your house today.” Stay at your Rouse today.”

. . 0 he ¢ e down once
§Zacchaeus hurried down and welcomed him | and welcomed him gladly.
with great joy. ’All the people who saw it started | Al the people saw this 7
- e . - and began to mutter, “He
grumbling, “This man has gone as a guest t0 the | has gone to be the guest of a
: 44 sinner.”
hogne ofa smner! . But Zacchaeus stood up 8
Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, | and saidto the Lord, “Look,
“Listen, sir! I will give half my belongings to the | Lord! Here and now 1 give
A . half of my possessions to the
poor; and if I have cheated anyone, I will pay | poor, and if T have cheated
him back four times as much.” fv‘ﬁylt;gyb‘;‘;i gf’u*;nmggth:
*Jesus said to him, ‘‘Salvation has come to this | amount.”
house today; this man, also, is a descendant of | _Jesus said to him, “Todzy 9
Abraham. °For the Son of Man came to seek | house, because th{)s man,
- ’” too, is a son of Abraham.
and to save the lost. For the Son of Man came to 10
feek and to save what was
ost.”

3-4. He was trying to see who Jesus was. His curiosity was arou.éed by all the noise and the crowd.
Climbed a sycameore tree. This was a type of fig-mulberry tree with low-hanging branches. His small-
ness would not allow him to see over the heads of the crowd.

S. Because I must stay in your house today. Not just to find a place to stay, but because Jesus saw
in this man something valuable. His work was to search out and to save.

6. And welcomed him with great joy. He had not expected such an honor.

7. Started grumbling. This crowd expected Jesus to be crowned king of a political kingdom as soon
as he arrived at Jerusalem. Here he is the guest of a tax collector, a chief agent for the Roman oppres-
sors. If Jesus had been concerried about popularity, he would not have gone to Zacchaeus’ house.

8. Zacchaeus stood up. This must be in response to the Lord’s teaching. I will give half my belongings
to the poor. This is proof of his faith! No doubt he had been in love with the idea of being rich. Now
he has found something much greater, and gives his love to Jesus! And if I have cheated anyone, Per-
haps he had, because tax collectors were notorious for their dishonesty. If he has cheated anyone, he
makes the promise to pay them back four times as much/ True repentance causes us to try to right-the
wrongs we have done to others. “If you cannot restore what you got by cheating others, give it to God;
because the poor receive God’s charity.”

9. Salvation has come to this house. Because Zacchaeus has truly turned from sin and turned to Godl
Is a descendant of Abraham. Jesus may have said this to the crowd, because in their narrow under-
standing, they thought only Jews had any part in God’s kingdom. But the true descendants of Abraham
are those who believe in Christ (Gal. 3:7, 29).

10. For the Son of Man came. His whole purpose is to rescue those who are lost. This is why he went to
Zaccheaus’ house.
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The Parable of the Gold Coins
(Also Matr 25,14-30)

'While the people were listening to this, Jesus
continued and told them a parable. He was now
almost at Jerusalem, and they supposed that the

Kingdom of God was just about to appear. '2So.

he said, ‘“There was a nobleman who went to a
country far away to be made king and then come
back home. '*Before he left, he called his ten
servants and gave them each a gold coin and told
them, ‘See what you can earn with this while I
am gone.’ 1*Now, his countrymen hated him, and
so they sent messengers after him to say, ‘We
don’t want this man to be our king.’

15“The nobleman was made king and came
back. At once he ordered his servants, to whom
he had given the money, to appear before him
in order to find out how much they had earned.
16The first one came and said, ‘Sir, I have earned
ten gold coins with the one you gave me.” '"*Well
done,’ he said; ‘you are a good servant! Since you
were faithful in small matters, I will put you in
charge of ten cities.” !*The second servant came
and said, ‘Sit, I have earned five gold coins with

The Parable of the Ten
Minas

While they were listenin
to this, he went on to te
them a parable, because he
was near Jerusalem and the
people thought that the
kingdom of God was going
to appear at once. He said:

“A man of noble birth
went to a distant country to
have himself appointed king
and then to return. So he
called ten of his servants and
gave them ten minas. ‘Put
this money to work,’ hesaid,
‘until I come back.’

“But his subjects hated
him and sent a delegation
after him to say, ‘We don’t
want this man to be our
king.’

‘‘He was made king, how-
ever, and returned home,
Then he sent for the servants
to whom he had given the
money, in order to find out
what they had gained with

t,

“The first one came and
said, ‘Sir, your mina has
earned ten more.’

“ ‘Excellent, my good set-
vant!’ his master replied.
‘Because you have been
trustworthy in a very small
matter, take charge of ten
cities.’

“The second came and
said, ‘Sir, your mina has
earned five more.’

11

12

13

14

16

17

11. He was now almost at Jerusalem. Not over twenty miles from there. Since the crowd expected him
to set up an earthly kingdom like David’s as soon as he arrived at Jerusalem, he tells this parable.
12. There was a nobleman. This is a lot like the parable of the Three Servants in Matt, 25:14-30. But
this one has a different purpose. To be made king. Christ would leave earth and return to heaven before
being made King. i
13. And gave them each a gold coin. [Worth perhaps $160 in 1974 dollars.] See what you can earn with
this. It was given to be used. Note that in this parable, each received exactly the same amount. It seems
a small amount for a nobleman to give, and would not *“buy loyalty.”

14. We don’t want this man to be our king. After his raising from death and his being taken up to
heaven, many of the Jews would still reject him. ‘

15. The nobleman was made king and came back. His Second Coming, when he rewards his servants.
To appear before him, To find out how much each has earned with the “‘gold coin.”

16-19. Sir, 1 have earned ten gold colns, Compate notes on Matt. 25:19-23. The gold coin can be
symbolic of truth. Their ability to use it accounts for the different degree of gain. [Will there be degrees
of reward and punishment in Eternity? See note on Luke 12:48.] In this life, being trustworthy in small
matters brings greater responsibility, and honor as well.



326 LUKE

Ch. 19

the one you gave me.” *To this one he said, “You
will be in charge of five cities.” 2°Another servant
came and said, ‘Sir, here is your gold coin; I kept
it hidden in a handkerchief. 2'I was afraid of you,
because you are a hard man. You take what is
not yours, and reap what you did not plant.’ *?He
said to him, ‘You bad servant! I will use your own
words to condemn you! You know that I am a
hard man, taking what is not mine and reaping
what I have not planted. 2*Well, then, why didn’t
you put my money in the bank? Then I would
have received it back with interest when I re-
turned.’ **Then he said to those who were stand-
ing there, ‘Take the gold coin away from him
and give it to the servant who has ten coins.’
»sThey said to him, ‘Sir, he already has ten
coins!’ 26T tell you,” he replied, ‘that to every one
who has, even more will be given; but the one
who dogs not have, even the little that he has will
be taken away from him. »’Now, as for these
enemies of mine who did not want me to be their
king: bring them here and kill them before
me!’ 33

“His master answered, 19
‘You take charge of five
cities.”

“Then another servant 20
came and said, ‘Sir, here is
your mina; I have kept it
laid away in a piece of cloth.

I was afraid of you, becaus¢ 21
you are a hard man, You
take out what you did not
put in and reap what you did
not sow.’

“His master replied, ‘I 22
will judge you by your own
words, you wicked servant! -
You knew, did you, that I-.
am a hard man, taking out
what I did not put in, and
reaping what I did not sow?
Why then didn’t you put my 23
money on deposit, so that
when I-came back, I could
have collected it with inter-
est?’

“Then he said to those 24
standing by, Take his mina
away from hin and give it to
the one who ha. ten minas.’

“‘Sir,’ they aid, ‘he al- 25
ready has ten!’

“He replied, ‘I tell you 26
that to everyone who has,
more will be given, but as
for the one who has nothing,
even what he has will be
taken away. But those ene- 27
mies of mine who did not
want' me to be king over
them-—bring them here and
kill them in front of me.” ”

20-23. Sir, here is your gold coin. It is not enough that we do no harm to others. We must take positive
action to do good/ Salvation is solely on the basis of God's act in Christ; but we have been created for a
life of good works (Eph. 2:10). To fail to do this is rebellion against God! Compare notes on Matt.

25:24-27.

24-26. Then he sald. To the angels (Matt. 13:41; 2 Thess. 1:7; Jude 14]. That to everyone who has.
Those who have been faithful to their trust will receive all that God has promised! But the unfaithful
will be disinherited forever! [These are all God’s people who are being judged. The Jews had not kept

their trust (compare Matt. 23:37-39).]

27. As for these enemles of mine. This shows the doom of all who will not permit the Lotd to be their

King. See Matt, 13:49; 21:44; 25:30; 2 Thess. 1:8-10.
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The Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem

(Also Matt. 21.1-11; Mark 11,1-11;
John 12.12-19)

28Jesus said this and then went on to Jerusalem
ahead of them. **As he came near Bethphage
and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, he sent two
disciples ahead *°with these instructions, “Go to
the village there ahead of you; as you go in you
will find a colt tied up that has never been
ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3If someone
asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ tell him, ‘The
Master needs it.” ”’ '

2They went on their way and found everything
just as Jesus had told them. **As they were
untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why
are you untying it?”

34“The Master needs it,” they answered, **and

took the colt to Jesus. Then they threw their
cloaks over the animal and helped Jesus get on..

5As he rode on, they spread their cloaks on the
road.

"When he came near Jerusalem, at the place
where the road went down the Mount of Olives
the large crowd of his disciples began to thank
God and praise him in loud voices for all the
great things that they had seen: **“God bless the
king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace
in heaven, and glory to God!”

**Then some of the Pharisees spoke up from
the crowd to Jesus. ‘“Teacher,” they said, “‘com-
mand your disciples to be quiet!”’

4Jesus answered, “If they keep quiet, I tell
you, the stones themselves will shout.”

The Triumphal Entry

After Jesus had said this, 28
he went on ahead, going up
to Jerusalem, As he ap- 29
proached Bethphage and
Bethany at the hill called the
Mount of Olives, he sent two
of his disciples, saying to
them: “Go to the village a- 30
head of you, and as you
enter it, you will find a colt
tied there, which no one has
ever ridden, Untie it and
bring it here, If anyone asks 31
you, ‘Why are you untying
it? tell him, ‘The Lord
needs it.’ ”’

Those who were sent went 32
and found it just as he had
told them. As they were un- 33
tying the colt, its owners
asked them, ‘“Why are you
untying the colt?”’

They replied, “The Lord 34
needs 1t.”

They brought it to Jesus, 35
threw their cloaks on the
colt and put Jesus on it. As 36
he went along, people
spread their cloaks on the
road,

When he came near the 37
place whete the road goes
down the Mount of Olives,
the whole crowd of disciples
began joyfully to praise God
in Ioud voices for all the mir-
acles they had seen:

“Blessed is the king who 38

comes in the name
of the Lord! .

Peace in heaven and glo:

in the highest!”

Some of the Pharisees in 39
the crowd said to Jesus,
“Teacher, rebuke your dis-
ciples!”

“I tell you,” he replied, 40
“if they keep quiet, the
stones will cry out.”

28-40. And then went on to Jerusalem. The road from Jericho to Jerusalem climbs 3,000 feet in eighteen
miles. All four Gospels give this. See notes on Matt, 21:1-16. Down the Mount of Olives. The city of
Jerusalem and the temple burst into view! God bless the king! They still expected Jesus to announce
himself as the Messiah-King and set up a political kingdom, Jesus had told them he must die, but

they could not understand. Compare note on Acts 1.6,
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Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem

“1He came closer to the city and when he saw
it he wept over it, *’saying, “If you only knew
today what is needed for peace! But now you
cannot see it! **The days will come upon you
when your enemies will surround you with
barricades, blockade you, and close in on you
from every side. *They will completely destroy
you and the people within your walls; not a single
stone will they leave in its place, because you did
not recognize the time when God came to save
you!”

Jesus Goes to the Temple

(AlsoMatt. 21,12-17; Mark 11.15-19;
John 2.13-22)

4sJesus went into the temple and began to drive

out the merchants, “saying to them, “It is
written in the Scriptures that God said, ‘My
house will be called a house of prayer.” But you
have turned it into a hideout for thieves!”

“"Jesus taught in thé temple every day. The
chief priests, the teachers of the Law, and the
leaders of the people wanted to kill him, “*but
they could not find how to do it, because all the
people kept listening to him, not wanting to miss
a single word. ’

As he approached Jeru- 41
salem and saw the city, he
wept over it and said, “if 42
you, even you, had only
known on this day what
would bring you peace—but
now it is hidden from your
eyes. The days will come up- 43

‘on you when your enemies

will build an embankment
against you and encircle you

.and hem you in on every

side. They will dash you to'44
the ground, you and the.
children within your walls.
They will not leave one stone

on another, because you did
not recognize the time of
God'’s coming to you.”

Jesus at the Temple

Then he entered the tem- 45
ple area and began driving
out those who were selling.
“It is written,” he said to 46
them, “ ‘My house will be a
house of prayer’; but you
have made it a ‘den of rob-
bers.’ ”’

Every day he was teaching 47
at the temple. But the chief
priests, the teachers of the
law and the leaders amon
the people were trying to kill
him. Yet they could not find 48
any way to do it, because all
the people hung on his
words.

41-44, When he saw it he wept over it. Only Luke gives these words. This is a lot like what Jesus
predicted in Matz. 24:15-22. Compare notes there. Only one other place speaks of Jesus weeping (John
11:35). If you only knew today. This was the time of opportunity and peace. But unbelief made it im-
possibel for them to see the truth. What is needed for peace. If they had believed in Christ, they would
not have rebelled against Rome, Jerusalem would not have been destroyed, and the 1,100,000 who
were killed in that horror would not have died (see note on Matt, 24:21). They could have had earthly
peace, as well as the peace of God, but they did not want it! Will surround you with barricades. The
Roman soldiers built barricades to blockade the city and starve it into surrender. Inside the city civil
war raged, they destroyed their own food supplies, and the thousands died at the hands of their own
people (see note on Matt. 24:21). Not a single stone. This is how complete the destruction would be!
The soldiers may have believed gold had been hidden between the stones, and they dismantled the
entire city completely! Because you did not recognize the time. Christ had come to save them from their
doom. Because they would not listen and repent, a double measure of God’s wrath would come on them
(Matt. 23:35-36). '

45-48, Jesus went into the temple. An act of authority, He made the temple ritually pure. Seé notes on
Matt. 21:12-17. Because all the people. Public opinion made it difficult for the Jewish leaders to
kill Jesus.
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The Question about Jesus’ Authority The Authorlty of Jesus
(Also Matt, 21.23-27; Mark 11.27-33) Questioned
One day as he was
One day, when Jesus was in the temple 20  teaching the people in
the temple courts an

20 teaching the people and preaching the
Good News, the chief priests and the teachers
of the Law, together with the elders, came *and
said to him, “Tell us, what right do you have to
do these things? Who gave you the right to do
them?”

Jesus answered them, “Now let me ask you a
question. Tell me, “did John’s right to baptize
come from God ot from men?” .

SThey started to argue among themselves,
“What shall we say? If we say, ‘From God,’ he
will say, ‘Why, then, did you not believe John?’
‘But if we say, ‘From men,’ this whole crowd
here will stone us, because they are convinced
that John was a prophet.” ’So they answered,
“We don’t know where it came from.”

8And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell
you, then, by what right I do these things.”

The Parable of the Tenants in the Vineyard
(Also Matt, 21:33-46; Mark 12.1-12)

Then Jesus told the people this parable, “A
man planted a vineyard, rented it out to tenants,
and then left home for a long time. *When the
time came for hatrvesting the grapes, he sent a
slave to the tenants to receive from them his
share of the harvest. But the tenants beat the
slave and sent him back without a thing, '!So
he sent another slave; but the tenants beat him

.also, treated him shamefully, and sent him back

preaching the fospel, the
chief priests and the teach-
ers of the law, together with
the elders, came up to him,
“Tell us by what authority
you are doin‘g these things,”
they said, ‘“Who gave you
this authority?"”

He replied, “I will also
ask you a question. Tell me,
John’s baptism—was it from
heaven, or from men?”’

They discussed it among
themselves and said, “If we
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will
ask, ‘Why didn’t you believe
him?’ But if we say, ‘From
men,” all the people will
stone us, because they are
persuaded that John was a
prophet,”

So they answered, ‘“We
don’t know where it was
from.” ‘

Jesus said, “Neither will I
tell you by what authority I
am doing these things.”

The Parable of the Tenants

He went on to tell the
people this parable:

“A man planted a vine-
yard, rented it to some farm-
ers and went away for a long
time. At harvest time hesent
a servant to the tenants so
they would give him some of
the fruit of the vineyard. But
the tenants beat him and
sent him away empty-
handed. He sent another
servant, but that one also
they beat and (treated
shamefully and sent away
empty-handed. He sent still
a third, and they wounded
him and threw him out.

—

0

p—

2

1-8. Tell us, what right do you have? A man must have authority to do what Jesus did. See notes on

Matt, 21:23-27,

9-19, A man planted a vineyard. See notes on this parable in Matt, 21:33-46. The Jewish leaders

rejected every prophet God sent them!
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without a thing. '*Then he sent a third slave; the
tenants hurt him, too, and threw him out. **Then
the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do?
I will send my own dear son; surely they will
respect him!’ *But when the tenants saw him
they said to one another, ‘This is the ownet’s son.
Let us kill him and his property will be ours!’
13S0 they threw him out of the vineyard and killed
him.

“What, then, will the owner of the vineyard
do to the tenants?”’ Jesus asked. '“He will come
and kill those men, and turn over the vineyard
to other tenants.”

When the people heard this they said, “Surely
not!” :

"Jesus looked at them and asked, ‘“What, then,
does this scripture mean?

‘The very stone which the builders re-

jected
turned out to be the most important
stone.’ v
8Everyone who falls on that stone will be cut
to pieces; and if the stone falls on someone, it
will crush him to dust.”

The Question about Paying Taxes
(Also Matt. 22.15-22; Mark 12.13-17)

The teachers of the Law and the chief priests
tried to arrest Jesus on the spot, because they
knew that he had told this parable against them;
but they were afraid of the people. 2°So they
watched for the right time. They bribed some
men to pretend they were sincere, and sent them
to trap Jesus with questions, so they could hand
him over to the authority and power of the Gov-
ernor. *'These spies said to Jesus, “Teacher, we
know that what you say and teach is right. We
know that you pay no atention to a man’s status,
but teach the truth about God’s will for man.

“Then the owner of the 13

vineyard said, ‘What shall I
do? I will send my son,
whom I love; perhaps they
will respect him.’

“But when the tenanis
saw him, they talked the
matter over. ‘This is the
heir,” they said. ‘Let’s kill
him, and the inheritance

14

will be ours,” So they threw 15

him out of the vineyard and
killed him.

“What then will the own-
er of the vineyard do to
them? He will come and kill
those tenants and give the
vineyard to others.”

When the peoyle heard
this, they said, “May this
never bel”

Jesus looked directly at
them and asked, ‘‘Then
what is the meaning of that
which is written:

“The stone the builders re-

jected
has become the cap-
stone’?

Everyone who falls onthat 1
stone will be broken to

ieces, but he on whom it
alls will be crushed.”

The teachers of the law
and the chief priests looked
for a way to artest him
immediately, because they
knew he had spoken this
parable against them. But

—_

9

they were afraid of the .

people.

Paying Taxes to Caesar

Keeping a close watch on
him, they sent spies, who

pretended to be honest. -

They hoped to catch Jesus in
something he said so that
they might hand him over to
the power and authority of
the governor. So the spies’
questioned him: “Teacher,
we know that you speak and
teach what is right, and that
you do not show partiality
but teach the way of God in
accordance with the truth. -

21

20-26. Tell us, is it against our Law? For notes on this question about paying taxes, see Matt, 22:15-22.
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22Tell us, is it against our Law for us to pay
taxes to the Roman Emperor, or not?”’

2But Jesus saw through their trick and said
to them, *““Show me a silver coin. Whose face
and name are these on it?”

“The Emperot’s,”’ they answered.

2580 Jesus said, “Well, then, pay to the Emp-
eror what belongs to him, and pay to God what
belongs to God.”

2¢They could not catch him in a thing there
before the people, so they kept quiet, amazed
at his answer.

The Question about Rising from Death
(Also Matt. 22, 23-33; Mark 12,18-27)

Some Sadducees came to Jesus. (They are
the ones who say that people will not rise from
death.) They asked him, 2*“Teacher, Moses
wrote this law for us: ‘If a man dies and leaves
a wife, but no children, that man’s brother must
marry the widow so they can have children for
the dead man.’ **Once there were seven brothers;
the oldest got married, and died without having
children. *°Then the second one married the
woman, *'and then the third. The same thing
happened to all seven—they died without having
children. *2Last of all, the woman died. **Now,
on the day when the dead rise to life, whose wife
will she be? All seven of them had married her.”

¥Jesus answered them, “The men and women
of this age marry, **but the men and women who
are worthy to rise from death and live in the age
to come do not marry. *They are like angels and
cannot die. They are the sons of God, because

Is it right for us to pay taxes 22
to Caesar ot not?"

He saw through their dup- 23
licity and said to them,
“Show me a denarius, 24
Whose portrait and inserip-
tion are on it?"”

“Caesat’s,” they replied, 25

He said to them, “Then
give to Caesar what is
Caesar’s, and to God what is
God’s,”

They were unable to trap 26
him in what he had said
there in public, And aston-
ished by his answer, they be-
came silent.

The Resurrection and
Marriage

Some of the Sadducees, 27
who say there is no resurrec-
tion, came to Jesus with a
question. “‘Teacher,” they 28
said, “Moses wrote for us
that if a man’s brother dies
and leaves a wife but nochil-
dren, the man must marry
the widow and have children
for his brother. Now there 29
were seven brothers. The
first one married a woman
and died childless. The 30
second and then the third 31
married her, and in the
same way the seven died,
leaving no children. Finally, 32
the woman died too. Now 33
then, at the resurrection
whose wife will she be, since
the seven were married to
her?”

Jesus replied, “The people 34
of this age marry and are
given in marrjage. But those 35
who are considered worthy
of taking part in that age
and in the resurrection
from the dead will neither
matry nor be given in mar-
riage, and they can no
longer die; for they are like
the angels. They are God's
children, since they are chil-

[

6

27-40, Some Sadducees came to Jesus. For notes on this question about Rising frofn Death, see

Matt, 22:23-33.
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they have risen from death. *’And Moses clearly
proves that the dead are raised to life. In the

passage about the burning bush he speaks of

the Lord as ‘the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” **This means that
he is the God of the living, not of the dead, be-
cause all are alive to him.”

¥Some of the teachers of the Law spoke up,
“A good answer, Teacher!” *For they did not
dare ask him any more questions.

The Question about the Messiah
(Also Matt. 22.41-46; Mark 12.35-37)

“1Jesus said to them, ‘“How can it be said
that the Messiah will be the descendant of
David? **Because David himself says in the book
of Psalms,

‘The Lord said to my Lord:

Sit here at my right side,
“until I put your enemies as a footstool
under your feet.’
44David, then, called him ‘Lord.” How can the
Messiah be David’s descendant?”

Jesus Warns against the Teachers of the Law
(Also Matt. 23.1-36; Mark 12.38-40)

“As all the people listened to him, Jesus said
to his disciples, *“Watch out for the teachers
of the Law, who like to walk around in their long
robes, and love to be greeted with respect in the
market place; who choose the reserved seats in
the synagogues and the best places at feasts;
“who take advantage of widows and rob them
of their homes, and then make a show of saying
long prayers! Their punishment will be all the
worsel”’

dren of the resurrection, But 37
in the account of the bush,
even Moses showed that the
dead rise, for he calls the
Lord ‘the God of Abraham,
and the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob.’ He 1s not 38
the God of the dead, but of
the living, for to him all are
alive.”

Some of the teachers of 39
law responded, “Well said,
teacher!”” And no one dared 40
to ask him any more ques-
tions. - -

Whose Son Is the Christ?

Then Jesus said to them, 41
“How is it that they say the
Christ is the Son of David?
David himself declares in 42
the Book of Psalms:

‘The Lord said to my

Lord:
Sit at my right hand,
until I make your ene- 43
mies your footstool.’
David calls him ‘Lord.” How 44
then can he be his son?”

While all the people were 45
listening, Jesus said to his
disciples, “Beware of the 46
teachers of the law. They
like to walk around in flow-
ing robes and love to be
greeted in the marketplaces
and have the most impor-
tant seats in the synagogues
and the places of honor at
banquets. They devour 47
widows’ houses and for a
show make lengthy prayers.
Such men will be punished
most severely.”

41-44, How can it be said? For notes on this question about the Messiah, see Matt. 22:41-46. The Jews
did not expect the Messiah to be divine [God in human form]. But they did expect him to be David’s

descendant, which he was.

45-47, Watch out for the teachers of the Law. See notes on Jesus’ warning in Matt, 23:5-14.
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The Widow’s Offering
(Also Mark 12.41-44)

Jesus looked around and saw rich men
21 dropping their gifts in the temple treasury,
2and he also saw a very poor widow dropping in
two little copper coins. *He said, “I tell you that
this poor widow put in more than all the others.
“For the others offered their gifts from what they
had to spare of their riches; but she, poor as she
is, gave all she had to live on.”

Jesus Speaks of the Destruction of the Temple
(Also Matt. 24.1-2; Mark 13.1-2)

SSome of them were talking about the temple,
how beautiful it looked with its fine stones and
the gifts offered to God. Jesus said, $“All this
you see—the time will come when not a single
stone here will be left in its place; every one will
be thrown down.”

Troubles and Persecutions
(Also Matt. 24.3-14; Mark 13.3-13)

"“Teacher,” they asked, “when will this be?
And what will happen to show that the time has
come for it to take place?”’

#Jesus said, ‘“Watch out; don’t be fooled. Be-
cause many men will come in my name saying,
‘I am hel’ and, ‘The time has come!’ But don’t
follow them. *Don’t be afraid when you hear of
wars and revolutions; such things must happen
first, but they do not mean that the end is near.”

19He went on to say, ‘“‘Countries will fight each
other, kingdoms will attack one another. !'There
will be terrible earthquakes, famines, and
plagues everywhere; there will be awful things

T}le Widow's Offering

4" As he looked up,
21 Jesus saw the rich put-
ting their gifts into the tem-
ple treasury. He also saw a
poor widow put in two very
small copper coins. “I tell
you the truth,” he said,
“‘this poor widow has put in
mote than all the others. All
these people gave their gifts
out of their wealth; but she
out of her poverty put in all
she had to Jive on,”

Signs of the End of the Age

Some of his disciples were
remarking about how the
temple was adorned with
beautiful stones and with

ifts dedicated to God. But

esus said, ‘‘As for what you
see here, the time will come
when not one stone will be
left on another; evety one of
them will be thrown down.”

“Teacher,” they asked,
“when will these things hap-
pen? And what will be the
sign that they are about to
take place?”

He replied: “Watch out
that you are not deceived.
For many will come in my
name, claiming, ‘I am he,’
and, ‘The time is near.’ Do
not follow them. When you
hear of wars and revolu-
tions, do not be frightened,
These things must happen
first, but the end will not
come right away.”

Then he said to them:

“Nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom a-
gainst kingdom. There will

e great earthquakes, fam-
ines and pestilences in var-
ious places, and fearful
events and great signs from
heaven.

10

_ 1-4, Saw rich men dropping thelr gifts. For notes on the widow's copper coins, see Mark 12:41-44,
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and great signs from the sky. !?Before all these
things take place, however, you will be arrested
and persecuted; you will be handed over to trial
in synagogues and be put in prison; you will be
brought before kings and rulers for my sake.
*This will be your chance to tell the Good News.
“Make up your minds ahead of time not to worry
about how you will defend yourselves; !*because
I will give you such words and wisdom that none
of your enemies will be able to resist or deny what
you say. *You will be handed over by your
parents, your brothers, your relatives, and your
friends; they will put some of you to death.
Y"Everyone will hate you because of me. '*But
not a single hair from your heads will be lost.
Stand firm, because this is how you will save
yourselves.”

Jesus Speaks of the Destruction of Jerusalem
(Also Matt. 24.15-21; Mark 13.14-19)

2When you see Jerusalem surrounded by
armies, then you will know that soon she will
be destroyed. 2*Then those who are in Judea must
run away to the hills; those who are in the city
must leave, and those who are out in the country
must not go into the city. *?For these are ‘The
Days of Punishment,’ to make come true all that

“But before all this, they
will lay hands on you and
persecute you. They will de-
liver you to synagogues and
grisons, and you will be

rought before kings and
governors, and all on ac-
count of my name. This will
result in your being witness-
es to them. But make up
your mind not to worry be-
forehand how you will de-
fend yourselves. For I will
give you words and wisdom
that none of your adversar-
ies will be able to resist or
contradict. You will be be-
trayed by parents, brothers,
relatives and friends, and
they will put some of you to
death. Aﬁ)men will hate you
because of me. But not a
hair of your head will perish.
By standing firm you will
save yourselves.

“When you see Jerusalem
surrounded by armies, you
will know that its desolation
is near. Then let those who
are in Judea flee to the
mountains, let those in the
city get out, and let those
in the country not enter the
city. For this is the time of
punishment in fulfiliment of
all that has been written.

12

13
14

15

16

17
18

19
20

22

5-33. When will this be? This parallels Matthew 24. See notes on each section at the reference in Matz.

18. But not a single hair from your heads will be lost. Every Christian escaped from Jerusalem before
the Roman armies built the barricades. Not one of them died in the horror of the destruction. But also
even if some were killed because of their faith in Christ, they would not lose any of God’s promise!
20. When you see Jerusalem surrounded. This is the “Awful Horror” of Matthew. See note on Matt.
24:15. 24. And the heathen will trample over Jerusalem. This must mean the actual work of destruc-
tion. The Romans were thought of as “heathen’” by the Jews. See notes on Matt. 24:29-31. 25. There
will be signs in the sun. Josephus the Jewish historian tells that these things were actually seen and
heard in the last few years before Jerusalem was destroyed. 27. Then the Son of Man will appear.
Matthew says the sign of the Son of Man. Not the Second Coming, but a “spiritual coming” of Jesus
in the judgment on the Jewish nation. This can be tied in with I Pet, 4:17-18. 32. Before the people now
living have all died. This shows the “time frame’ for the fulfillment of what he says. It would be while
that generation of people were still living. See note on Matt, 24:34.
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the Scriptures say. **How terrible it will be in.

those days for women who are pregnant, and for
mothers with little babies! Terrible distress will
come upon this land, and God’s wrath will be
against this people. **Some will be killed by the
sword, and othets taken as prisoners to all
countries; and the heathen will trample over
Jerusalem until their time is up.”

The Coming of the Son of Man
(Also Matt, 24.29-31; Mark 13.24-27)

" 25There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and

the stats. On earth, whole countries will be in
despair, afraid of the roar of the sea and the
raging tides. **Men will faint from fear as they
wait for what is coming over the whole earth;
for the powers in space will be driven from their
courses. 2’Then the Son of Man will appear,
coming in a cloud with great power and glory.
28When these things begin to happen, stand up
and raise your heads, because your salvation is
near.”

The Lesson of the Fig Tree
(Also Matt. 24.32-35; Mark 13.28-31)

29Then Jesus told them this parable, “Remem-
ber the fig tree and all the other trees. **When
you see their leaves beginning to appear you
know that summer is near. *In the same way,
when you see these things happening, you will
know the Kingdom of God is about to come.

32¢Remember this! All these things will take
place before the people now living have all died.
%Heaven and earth will pass away; my words
will never pass away.”

The Need to Watch

*Watch yourselves! Don’t let yourselves be-
come occupied with too much feasting and
strong drink, and the worries of this life, or that

How dreadful it will be in
those days for pregnant
women and nursing moth-
ers! There will be great dis-
tress in the land and wrath
against this people. They
will fall by the sword and
will be taken as prisoners to
all the nations, Jerusalem
will be trampled on by the
Gentiles until the times of
the Gentiles are fulfilled.

“There will be signs in the
sun, moon and stars, On the
earth, nations will be in an-
guish and perplexity at the
roating and tossing of the
sea. Men will faint from tet-
ror, apprehensive of what is
coming on the world, for the
heavenly bodies will be
shaken. At that time they
will see the Son of Man com-
ing in a cloud with power
and great glory. When these
things begin to take place,
stand up and lift up your
heads, because your re-
demption is drawing near.”

He told them this parable:
“Look at the fig tree and all
the trees. When they sprout
leaves, you can see for your-
selves and know that sum-
mer is neat. Even so, when
you see these things happen-
ing, you know that the king-
dom of God is near.

“T tell you the truth, this
generation will certainly not
pass away until all these
things have happened.
Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will
never pass away.

“Be careful, or your
hearts will be weighed down
with dissipation, drunken-
ness and the anxieties of life,
and that day will close on
you unexpectedly like a

23

24

26

33

34
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Day may come on you suddenly. **For it will
come like a trap upon ali men over the whole
earth. **Be on watch and pray always that you
will have the strength to go safely through all
these things that will happen, and to stand be-
fore the Son of Man.”

*"Jesus spent those days teaching in the tem-
ple, and when evening came he would go out and
spend the night on the Mount of Olives. **All

trap. For it will come upon
all those who live on the face
of the whole earth. Be al-
ways on the watch, and pray
that you may be able to e-
scape all that is about to
happen, and that you may
be able to stand before the
Son of Man.”

35
36

Each day Jesus was teach- 37

ing at the temple, and each
evening he went out to spend
the night on the hill called

the Mount of Oi d all 38
the people would go to the temple early in the e pe“’)‘r‘,‘l‘e 2ame“e’§ily“1’; the
morning to listen to him. momling to hear him at the

temple.

The Plot against Jesus Judas Agrees to Betray Jeaus

(Also Matt. 26.1-5; Mark 14.1-2; John 11.45-53) 2 Fow th?l ?”ﬁ of g:d
The time was near for the Feast of Un- | &4, ctvene et o

22 leavened Bread, which is called the Pass- mz, and the chieb priests 2

over. *The chief priests and the teachers of the
Law were trying to find some way of killing Jesus;
because they were afraid of the people.

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus
(Also Mait 26.14-16; Mark 14.10-11)

*Then Satan went into Judas, called Iscariot,
who was one of the twelve disciples. *So Judas
went off and spoke with the chief priests and the
officers of the temple guard about how he could
hand Jesus over to them, *They were pleased and
offered to pay him money. *Judas agreed to it and

started looking for a good chance to betray Jesus |

to them without the people knowing about it.

and the teachers of the law
were looking for some way
to get rid of Jesus, for they
were afraid of the people.
Then Satan entered Judas,
called Iscariot, one of the
Twelve. And Tudas went to
the chief priests and the

- officers of the temple guard

and discussed with them
how he might betray Jesus.
They were delighted and a-
greed to give him money. He
consented, and watched for
an opportunity to hand
Jesus over to them when no
crowd was present.

34-36. Watch yourselves! Only Luke gives this exact wording. See notes on Matt, 24:38-51.

37. Spend the night on the Mount of Olives. Johnson thinks this means “at Bethany,” rather than
out on the lonely mountain side. See note on Mar. 21:17.

38. All the people would go to the temple. All the Gospels picture the intense interest of the people
in his teaching during this last week.

1-2. The time was near for the Feast. No leavened bread could be eaten during Passover week. The
Feast of Unleavened Bread lasted seven days after Passover, and was named because they did not use
leaven (yeast) in making the special bread for that week. Were trying to find some way of killing Jesus.

Public opinion was against them, so they search for a way to do it that will not stir up the people. See
notes on Matt. 26:1-5.

3-6. Then Satan went into Judas. hidas volunteered to do Satan’s dirty work! See notes on Matt.
26:14-16.
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Jesus Prepares to Eat the Passover Meal The Last Supper
.05, .27 Then came the day of Un- 7
(Also Matt. 26.17-25; Mark 14.12-21; eomnen came the day of Un-
John 13,21 '30) P:;_sso&re; famb had It’o be sacci 8
. rificed. Jesus sent Peter an
"The day came during the Feast of Unleavened | John, “Xi“lg %Go and make
Bread when the lambs for the Passover meal had g{:%fszgggrs Jfor us to eat
tobe kil}ed. 8Jesus sent Peter and John with these |~ «“Where doyouwantusfo 9
instructions, “Go and get our Passover meal | prepate for it?" they asked,
»” He replied, “As you enter 10
ready for us to eat. ) the city, a man cartying a jar
%“Where do you want us to get it ready?’’ they | of water will meet you. Fol-
. low him to the house that he
asked hlm.- . ) ) enters, and say to the owner 11
19He said, “Listen! As you go into the city a | of the house, “The Teacher
. . . asks: Where is the guest
man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow | ;qom, where I may eat the
him into the house that he enters, 'and say to %ass%e:h»gith my d}saiipleus?’ "
the owner of the house: ‘The Teacher says to per  toom, il_l" ey
you, Where is the room where my disciples and Merlie pren;afgcatlor;sdthefre-"d "
I will eat the Passover meal?” "He will show you things just as Jesus had told
a large furnished room upstairs, where you will ‘gxem- So they prepared the
. assover.
get everythmg ready‘” . , When the hour came, 14
*They went off and found everything just as Jegus artldthhig e osgesd e
p clined a e table. An [
Jesus had told them, and prepared the Passover | Gigo them, “1 have eagerly
meal, desired to eat this Passover
with you before I suffer. For 16
1 tell you, I will not eat it a-
The Lord’s Supper ﬂir;1 uﬂtil i(ti ﬁndsffcu}lfglment
the kin od.”
(Also Matt. 26.26-30; Mark 14.22-26; e ingcome
1 Cor. 11.23-25)
1“When the hour came, Jesus took his place at
the table with the apostles. **He said to them,
“I have wanted so much to eat this Passover meal
with you before I suffer! 'For I tell you, I will
never eat it until it is given its full meaning in
the Kingdom of God.”

7-8. The day came during the Feast. This says the Feast of Unleavened Bread had begun before the
Passover had been eaten, Alford (Greek Testament), et. al., believe Jesus and his disciples ate this
Passover a day before the Jews ate theirs, and that Jesus died on the cross about the time the passover
lambs were being killed. See notes on Jokn 18:28; 19:31; and on the parallel verses in the other Gospels.

9-13. Where do you want us to get it ready? On this preparation, see notes on Matt, 26:17-25, A large
furnished room upstalrs. The guest room of the house. [Some have thought the “young man” of Mark
14:51 was Mark, and that since Mark’s mother lived in Jerusalem (Acts 12:12,25), this room was in
her home.] ’

14-20. When the hour came. There are four descriptions of the beginning of the Lord’s Supper [the
Holy Meal], See notes on Matt, 26:26-30.
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"Then Jesus took the cup, gave thanks to
God, and said, “Take this and share it among
yourselves; **for I tell you that I will not drink
this wine from now on until the Kingdom of God
comes.”

*Then he took the bread, gave thanks to God,
broke it, and gave it to them, saying, ‘“This is
my body [which is given for you. Do this in
memoty of me.” 2°In the same way he gave them
the cup, after the supper, saying, “This cup is
God’s new covenant sealed with my blood which
is poured out for you.] ’

21“But, look! The one who betrays me is here
at the table with me! *?Because the Son of Man
will die as God has decided it; but how terrible
for that man who betrays him!”’

»3Then they began to ask among themselves
which one of them it could be who was going to
do this.

The Argument about Greatness

24An argument came up among the disciples
as to which one of them should be thought of as
the greatest. 2*Jesus said to them, ‘“The kings of
this world have power over their people, and the
rulers are called ‘Friends of the People.” 2*But
this is not the way it is with you; rather, the

greatest one among you must be like the young- -

est, and the leader must be like the servant.
YWho is greater, the one who sits down to eat or
the one who serves him? The one who sits down,
of course. But I am among you as one who serves.

28¢You have stayed with me all through my

After taking the cup, he 17

.gave thanks and said, ‘'Take

this and divide it among
you. For I tell you I will not 18
drink again from the fruit of
the vine until the kingdom

of God comes.”

And he took some bread, 19
gave thanks and broke it,
and gave it to them saying,
““This is my body given for
you; do this in remembrance
of me.”

In the same way, after the 20
supper he took the cup, say-
ing, ‘“This cup is the new
covenant in my bloed, which
is poured out for you. But 21
the hand of him who is going
to betray me is with mine on
the table. The Son of Man 22
will go as it has been de-
creed, but woe to that man
who betrays him.” They be- 23
gan to question among
themselves which of them it
might be who would do this.

Also a dispute arose a- 24
mong them as to which of
them was considered to be
greatest. Jesus said to them, 25
“The kings of the Gentiles
lord it over them; and those
who exercise authority over
them are given the title Ben-
efactor. But you are not to 26
be like that. Instead, the
greatest among you should
be like the youngest, and the
one who rules like the one
who serves. For who is great- 27
er; the one who is at the ta-
ble or the one who serves? Is
it not the one who is at the
table? But I am among you
as one who serves. You are 28
those who have stood by me

21-23. But, look! Luke puts this incident after the Lord’s Supper, while Matthew and Mark place it
before the Supper. Johnson thinks that Luke has it out of sequence, and that Judas therefore was not
present when the Supper was instituted. John 13:21-35 seems to imply this. Compare notes on Matt.

26:21-25.

24-30. An argument came up. They must have argued more than once about who was the greatest.
Jesus scolded their attitude by washing their feet (see John 13:2-12), But this is not the way it is with
you. He is greatest who serves the world best. The same agreement with you. A spiritual Kingdom,

not a political power. See note on Matt. 19:28.
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trials; *’and just as my Father has given me the
right to rule, so I will make the same agreement
with you, **You will eat and drink at my table
in my Kingdom, and you will sit on thrones to
judge the twelve tribes of Israel,”

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial

(Also Matt. 26.31-35; Mark 14.27-31;
John 13.36-36)

31%Simon, Simon! Listen] Satan has received
permission to test all of you, as a farmer separ-
ates the wheat from the chaff, **But I have
prayed for you, Simon, that your faith will not
fail. And when you turn back to me, you must
strengthen your brothers.”

**Peter answered, “Lord, I am ready to go to
prison with you and to die with you!”

34T tell you, Peter,” Jesus answered, “the
rooster will not crow today until you have said
three times that you do not know me.”

Purse, Bag, and Sword

*5Then Jesus said to them, *““When I sent you
out that time without purse, bag, or shoes, did
you lack anything?”

“Not a thing,” they answered.

*“‘But now,” Jesus said, ‘“whoever has a purse
or a bag must take it; and whoever does not have

in my trials, And I confer on
you a kingdom, just as my
Father conferred one on me,
so that you may eat and
drink at my table in my
kingdom and sit on thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of
Israel.

“Simon, Simon, Satan
has asked to sift you all as
wheat, But I have prayed for
you, Simon, that your faith
may not fail, And when you
have returned to me,
strengthen your brothers,”

But he replied, “‘Lord, 1
am ready to go with you to
prison and to death.”

Jesus answered, “I tell
you, Peter, before the roo-
ster crows today, you will
deny three times that you
know me,”

Then Jesus asked them,
“When I sent you without
purse, bag or sandals, did

you lack anything?”’
“Nothing,” they an-
swered.,

He said to them, “But
now if you have a purse,
take it, and also a bag; and
if you don’t have a sword,
sell your cloak and buy one.

29

30

31
32

33

34

35

36

31-34. Sim, Simon! Listen! For notes on this prediction and warning, see Mart. 26:31-35. Peter
was so confident here! But when the time actually came, he did'deny Jesus, and even used a vow to

make it stronger. (Matt, 26:74).

35, When I sent you out that time. See notes on Matt. 10:9-15. Luke gives the ‘“‘sending out” of seventy-

two mote (Luke 10:1-12).

36. But now, Jesus said. Before they could count on the good will of the Jewish people they were
working among. Now they can expect severe opposition. Whoever does not have a sword. This is
symbolic, meaning they will find enemies on every side. Compare Matt. 5:38-42; 26:51-52.
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a sword must sell his coat and buy one. *’For
I tell you this: the scripture that says, ‘He was
included with criminals,” must come true about
me. Because that which was written about me is
coming true.”

*The disciples said, ‘“Look! Here are two
swords, Lord}”

“That is enough!” he answered.

Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives
(Also Matt. 26.36-46; Mark 14.32-42)

*Jesus left the city and went, as he usually did,
to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples went
with him. *“When he came to the place he said
to them, “Pray that you will not fall into tempta-
tion.”

“Then he went off from them, about the dis-
tance of a stone’s throw, and knelt down and
prayed. ‘**Father,” he said, “if you will, take
this cup away from me. Not my will, however,
but your will be done.” [*An angel from heaven
appeared to him and strengthened him. *In
great anguish he prayed even more fervently;
his sweat was like drops of blood, falling to the
ground.]

“sRising from his prayer, he went back to the
disciples and found them asleep, worn out by
their grief. **And he said to them, “Why are you
sleeping? Get up, and pray that you will not fall
into temptation.”

‘It is written: ‘And he was 37

numbered with the trans-
gressors’; and I tell you that
this must be fulfilled in me.
Yes, what is written about
me is reaching its fulfill-
ment.” i

The disciples said, “See, 38
Lord, here are two swords.”

“That is enough,” he re-
plied.

- Jesus Prays on the Mount of
. Olives

Jesus went out as usual to 39

: the Mount of Olives, and his

disciples followed him. On 40
reaching the- place, he said
to them, “Pray so that you
will not fall into tempta-
tion.” He withdrew about a 41
stone’s throw beyond them,
knelt down and prayed,
“Father, if you are willing, 42
take this cup from me; yet
not my will, but yours be
done.” An ‘angel from 43
heaven appeared to him and
strengthened him. And 44
being in anguish, he prayed
more earnestly, and his
sweat was like drops of
blood falling to the ground.
When he rose from prayer 45
and went back to the disci-
ples, he found them asleep,
exhausted from sorrow. .
“Why are you sleeping?”’ he 46
asked them. “Get up and
pray so that you will not fall
into temptation.”

37. He was incladed with criminals. This is quoted from Isa. 53:12. 1t was about to come true in Jesus.

38. Look! Here are two swords. They take what he said in verse 36 literally. That is enough! He says
this to show he does not mean them to literally arm themselves with swords, since two swords would

not have been enough for twelve men.

39-46. To the Mount of Olives. For the suffering of Gethsemane, see notes on Matt, 26:36-46. Heb. 5:7
also speaks of this. His sweat was like drops of blood. Only Luke tells this. It shows the agony of Christ’s

suffering!
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The Arrest of Jesus Jesus Arrested

(Also Matt, 26.47-56; Mark 14.43-50; . While hea wasmstill speakd- 47
John 18.3-11 ) ?l}lg amcart? wwh‘:f1 v?a: pc,:a?lgd

“Jesus was still speaking when a crowd
atrived. Judas, one of the twelve disciples, was
leading them, and he came up to Jesus to kiss
him. “®But Jesus said, “Is it with a kiss, Judas,
that you betray the Son of Man?”

“*When the disciples who were with Jesus saw
what was going to happen, they said, ‘“Shall we
strike with our swords, Lord?"” *°And one of
them struck the High Priest’s slave and cut off
his right ear.

S'But Jesus said, “Enough of this!” He
touched the man’s ear and healed him.

$2Then Jesus said to the chief priests and the
officers of the temple guard and the elders who
had come there to get him, “Did you have to
come with swords and clubs, as though I were
an outlaw? %I was with you in the temple every
day, and you did not arrest me. But this is your
hour to act, when the power of darkness rules.”

Peter Denies Jesus

(Also Matt. 26.57-58, 69-75; Mark 14.53-54,
06-72; John 18.12-18, 25-27)

$4They arrested Jesus and took him away into
the house of the High Priest; and Peter followed
from a distance. 5*A fire had been lit in the center
of the courtyard, and Peter joined those who
were sitting around it. **When one of the servant

gitls saw him sitting there at the fire, she looked
-straight at him and said, ‘““This man too was

with him!”’
$"But Peter denied it, “Woman, I don’t even
know him)”’

Judas, one of the Twelve,
was leading them., He
approached Jesus to kiss
h?m, but Jesus asked him, 48
“Judas, are you betrayin
the Son of Man with a kiss?”’

When Jesus’ followers saw 49
what was going to happen,
they said, "“Lotd, should we
strike with our swords?”
And one of them struck the 50
servant of the high priest,
cutting off his right ear.

But Jesus answered, “No 51
mote of this!” And he touch-
ed the man'’s ear and healed
him.

Then Jesus said to the 52
chief priests, the officers of
the temple guard, and the
elders, who had come for
him, “Am I leading a rebel-
lion, that you have come
with swords and clubs? 53
Every day I was with you in
the temple courts, and you
did not lay a hand. on me.
But this is your hour—when

"darkness reigns.”

Peter Disowns Jesus

Then seizing him, theyled 54
him away and took him into
the house of the high priest.
Peter followed at a distance.
But when they had kindled a 55
fire in the middle of the
courtyard and had sat down
together, Peter sat down
with them. A servant girl 56
saw him seated there in the
firelight. She looked closely
at him and said, “This man
was with him.”

But he denied it. “Girl, I 57
don’t know him,” he said.

47-53. When a crowd arrived, For notes on this arrest of Jesus, see Matt, 26:47-56. Be sure to read the

section in the other Gospels.

54-62. And Peter followed from a distance, For notes on Peter’s denial, see Matt. 26:69-75,
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S8 After a little while, a man noticed him and
said, ‘““You are one of them, tool”

But Peter answered, ‘‘Man, [ am not!”

$9And about an hour later another man insis-
ted strongly, ‘““There isn’t any doubt that this
man was with him, because he also is a Gali-
lean!”

But Peter answered, ‘“Man, I don’t know
what you are talking about!”

At once, while he was still speaking, a rooster
crowed. ““The Lord turned around and looked
straight at Peter, and Peter remembered the
Lord’s words, how he had said, ‘“Before the
rooster crows today, you will say three times that
you do not know me.”” **Peter went out and wept
bitterly.

Jesus Mocked and Beaten
(Also M att. 26.67-68; Mark 14.65)

$The men who were guarding Jesus made fun
of him and beat him. *“They blindfolded him
and asked him, ‘“Who hit you? Guess!”’ *And
they said many other insulting things to him.

Jesus before the Council

(Also Matt. 26.59-66; Mark 14.55-64;
John 18.19-24)

%When day came, the elders of the Jews, the
chief priests, and the teachers of the Law met
together, and Jesus was brought to their Council.
87¢Tell us,” they said, “‘are you the Messiah?”

He answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe
me, *%and if I ask you a question you will not

A little later someone else 58
saw him and said, “You also
are one of them.”

“Man, I am not!”” Peter
replied.

About, an hour later a- 59
nother asserted, “Certainly
this fellow was with him, for
he is a Galilean.”

Peter replied, “Man, I 60
don’t know what you're
talking about!” Just as he
was speaking, the rooster
crowed. The Lord turned 61
and looked straight at Peter.
Then Peter remembered the
word the Lord had spoken to
him: ‘““‘Before the rooster
crows today, you will disown
me three times.” And he 62
went outside and wept
bitterly.

The Soldiers Mock Jesus

The men who were guard- 63
ing Jesus began mocking
and beating him. They 64
blindfolded him and de-
manded, *“Prophesyl Who
hit you?” And they said 65
many other insulting things
to him,

Jesus Before Pllate and Herod

At daybreak the council 66
of the elders of the people,
both the chief priests and
teachers of the law, met to-
gether, and Jesus was led
before them. “If you are the 67
Christ,” they said, “tell us.”

Jesus answered, “‘If I tell
you, you will not believe me,
and if I asked you, you 68

63-65. Made fun of him and beat him. For notes on this, see Matz, 26:67-68; Mark 14:65.

66. When day came. Jesus had already had a hearing before Annas, and had been sentenced to death
by Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin. But another meeting of their Council [Sanhedrin} had to be held to
make it legal, since the night trial had no legal standing. Luke gives this formal hearing in detail.

67-68. Are you the Messiah? They had expected the Messiah to set up an earthly kingdom like David’s.
He already answered this at the night trial (Matt. 26:63) He protests the violence and injustice of his

trial.
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answer, ®But from now on the Son of Man will
be seated at the right side of the Almighty God.”

would not answer, But from
now on, the Son of Man will
be seated at the right hand

69

°They all said, “Are you, then, the Son of | ofthe mighty God.”
God?” They all asked, ‘‘Are you 70
then the Son of God?”’

He answered them, “You say that I am.”

"And they said, “We don’t need any wit-
nesses! We ourselves have heard his very own
words!”

He replied, “You areright
in saying Y am.’

Then they said, ““Why do
weneed any more testlmony?
We have heard it from his
own lips.”

Then the whole as-
23 sembly rose and led

71

Jesus before Pilate him off to Pilate, And they 2
(Also Matt. 27.1-2, 11-14; Mark 15.1-5; began to accuse him, saying,
We have found this man
John I 8.28-38) subverting our na;ion, He
. opposes payment of taxes to
The whole group rose up and took Jesus ng_sar En_émc,}aims to be
23 before Pilate, *where they began to accuse | Christ, a king.

. s . B . So Pilate asked Jesus, 3
him, “We caught this man misleading our | «re you the king of the
people, telling them not to pay taxes to the [ Tews?

T . . . Yes, it is as you say,”
Empetor and claiming that he himself is Christ, | esus replied.
a king.” hThelel l?late announged 1:0 4
. s . the chief priests and the
*Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the °f1°Wd “Tfind no basis for a
’” charge against this man.”
Jews? But they insisted, “He §

“You say it,”” answered Jesus.

“Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the
crowds, ““I find no reason to condemn this man.”

SBut they insisted even more strongly, “He is
starting a. riot among the people all through
Judea with his teaching. He began in Galilee,
and now has come here.”

stirs up the people all over
Judea by his teaching. He
started in Galilee and has
come all the way here,”

69-70. But from now on the Son of Man. Notice how the Council understands ““the Son of Man.” Are
you, then, the Son of God? In their minds, Sor of Man and Son of God meant the same thing, Jesus
had used the language of Dan. 7:13, which they understood to apply to the Messiah. Jesus was God
{the Eternal Logos of John 1:1-3] in human form,

71. We don’t need any witnesses! To their minds, what Jesus has just said is BLAsPEEMY] [But it wasn 't]
He really was God in human formf]

1-25. And took Yesus before Pilate. See notes on Matt. 27:11-35; John 18:28 to 19:16, Matthew says
they put Jesus in chains and took him. Telling them not to pay taxes to the Emperor. This was false
(see Matt, 22:21). It is ironic that they accuse Jesus of doing what Barabbas had actually done (see
Mark 15:7 and note there), Claiming that he himself is Christ, a king. This was true, but not in the
sense of their charge. He did not claim to be an earthly king. I find no reason to condemn this man.
This is Pilate's verdict, after questioning Jesus (see Jon 16:33-35). He is starting a riot. They try again
to make Jesus seem to be one of the ‘“Zealots” who start riots in their attempt to drive out the Roman




344 LUKE

Ch. 23

Jesus before Herod

‘When Pilate heard this he asked, “Is this man
a Galilean?”” "When he learned that Jesus was
from the region ruled by Herod, he sent him to
Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time.
"Herod was very pleased when he saw Jesus, be-
cause he had heard about him and had been
wanting to see him for a long time. He was
hoping to see Jesus petform some miracle. °So
Herod asked Jesus many questions, but Jesus
did not answer a word. °The chief priests and
the teachers of the Law stepped forward and
made strong accusations against Jesus. 'Herod
and his soldiers made fun of Jesus and treated
him with contempt. They put a fine robe on him
and sent him back to Pilate. 2On that very day
Herod and Pilate became friends; they had been
enemies before this.

Jesus Sentenced to Death

(Also Matt. 27.15-26; Mark 15.6-15;
John 18.39-19.16)

1*Pilate called together the chief priests, the
leaders, and the people, '‘and said to them,
“You brought this man to me and said that he
was misleading the people. Now, I have ex-
amined him here in your presence, and I have
not found him guilty of any of the crimes you
accuse him of. **Nor did Herod find him guilty,
because he sent him back to us. There is nothing
this man has done to desetve death. '°I will have
him whipped, then, and let him go.”

[t”At each Passover Feast Pilate had to set free
one prisoner for them.] '*The whole crowd cried

On hearing this, Pilate
asked if the man was a Gali-

lean. When he learned that -

Jesus was under Herod’s
jurisdiction, he sent him to
Herod, who was also in Jeru-
salem at that time.

When Herod saw Jesus,
he was greatly pleased, be-
cause for a long time he had
been wanting to see him.
From what %e had heard
about him, he hoped to see
him perform some miracle.
He plied him with many
questions, but Jesus gave
him no answer. The chief
priests and the teachers of
the law were standing there,
vehemently accusing him.
Then Herod and his soldiers
ridiculed and mocked him.
Dressing him in an elegant
robe, they sent him back to

" Pilate. That day Herod and

Pilate became friends~—be-
fore this they had been
enemies.

Pilate called together the
chief priests, the rulers and
the people, and said to
them, “You brought me this
man as one who was inciting
the people to rebellion. I
have -examined him in your

resence and have found no
asis for your charges
against him. Neither has
erod, for he sent him back
to us; as you can see, he has
done nothing to deserve
death. Therefore, I will
B}mish him and then release
im "

Now he was obliged to re-
lease one man to them at the
feast.

With one voice they cried
out, “Away with this man!
Release Barabbas to us!”

9
10

[

1

—

5

Occupation Troops. He sent him to Herod. Herod Antipas. This man murdered John the Baptist.
Herod was very pleased. He had a great curiosity about Jesus. Herod and his soldiers made fun of Jesus.
Pilate was not cruel like Herod. Herod and Pilate became friends. Because Pilate had sent Jesus to
Herod. Nor did Herod find him gullty. Pilate tries again to set Jesus free. I will have him whipped,
then, and let him go. This would be a compromise which would allow the Council to “‘save face.” Pilate
will have an innocent man whipped and then let him go free. Set Barabhas free for us! Barabbas is a

guilty man! See notes on Matt. 27:15-26. See note on verse 2.
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out, “Kill him! Set Barabbas free for usl” *(Ba-
rabbas had been put in prison for a riot that had
taken place in the city, and for murder.)

20pPilate wanted to set Jesus free, so he called
out to the crowd again. ?'But they shouted back,
“To the cross with him! To the cross]”

22Pilate said to them the third time, “But what
crime has he committed? I cannot find anything
he has done to deserve death! I will have him
whipped and set him free.”

23But they kept on shouting at the top of their
voices that Jesus should be nailed to the cross;
and finally their shouting won, So Pilate passed

the sentence on Jesus that they were asking for.:

2sHe set free the man they wanted, the one who
had been put in prison for riot and murder, and
turned Jesus over to them to do as they wished.

Jesus Nailed to the Cross

(Also Matt. 27.32-44; Mark 15.21-32;
John 19,.17-27)

26They took Jesus away. As they went, they met
a man named Simon, from Cyrene, who was
coming into the city from the countty. They
- seized him, put the cross on him, and made him
carry it behind Jesus.
27A large crowd of people followed him; among
them were some women who were weeping and
wailing for him, **Jesus turned to them and said,
“Women of Jerusalem! Don’t cry for me, but for
yourselves and your children. ?For the days are
coming when people will say, ‘How lucky are the
women who never had children, who never bore
babies, who never nursed them!’ **That will be
the time when people will say to the mountains,

(Barabbas had been thrown 19

into prison for an insurrec-
tion in the city, and for
murder,)

Wanting to release Jesus, 20

Pilate appealed to them

again, But they kept shout- 21

-ing, “Crucify him! Cruci
i U v

For the third time he 22

spoke to them: “Why? What
crime has this man com-
mitted? I have found in him
no grounds for the death
Eenalty. Therefore, I will

ave him punished and then
release him.”

But with loud shouts they
insistently demanded that he
be crucified, and their
shouts prevailed. So Pilate
decided to grant their

23

bz

demand. He released the 25

man who had been thrown
into prison for insutrection
and murder, the one they
asked for, and surrendered

| Jesus to their will.

The Crucifixion

As they led him away,
they seized Simon from
Cytene, who was on his way
in from the country, and put
the cross on him and made
him carty it behind Jesus,
A large number of people
followed him, includ
women who mourned ang
wailed for him. Jesus turned
and said to them, ‘“Daugh-
ters of Jerusalem, do not
weep for me; weep for your-
selves and for your children,
For the time will come when
you will say, ‘Blessed are the
barren women, the wombs
that never bore and the
breasts that never nursed!’

Then,

‘They will say to the
mountains: Fall on us;
and to the hills: Cover

26

27

28

29

30

us.’

26-49, They took Jesus away. The most complete notes on the Crucifixion are found in Maet, 27:32-56.
A large crowd of people followed him, This shows that Jesus had a lot of sympathizers in Jerusalem.
‘Women of Jerusalem. These ate local residents, not from outlying areas, Don’t cry for me. Even in his
own agony, Jesus thinks of these people and the horrors which they are bringing on themselves (see
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‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Hide us!’ *'For
if such things as these are done when the wood is
green, what will it be like when it is dry?”

%2They took two others also, both of them
criminals, to be put to death with Jesus. **When
they came to the place called ‘“The Skull,” they
nailed Jesus to the cross there, and the two crim-
inals, one on his right and one on his left. **Jesus
said, ‘“Forgive them, Father! They don’t know
what they are doing.”

They divided his clothes among themselves

by throwing dice. **The people stood there
watching, while the Jewish leaders made fun of
him, ‘“He saved others; let him save himself, if
he is the Messiah whom God has chosen!”
*The soldiers also made fun of him; they came
up to him and offered him cheap wine, *’and
said, “Save yourself, if you are the king of the
Jews!”

*8These words were written above him: “This
is the King of the Jews.”

Omne of the criminals hanging there hurled
insults at him, “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save
yourself and us!” '

“9The other one, however, rebuked him, say-
ing, “Don’t you fear God? We are all under the

For if men do these things 31
when the tree is green, what
will happen when it is dry?”
Two other men, both 32
criminals, were also led out
with him to be executed.
When they came to the place 33
called The Skull, there they
crucified him, along with the

| ctiminals—one on his right,

the other on his left. Jesus 34
said, “Father, forgive them,
for they do not know what
they are doing.” And they
divided up his clothes by
casting lots.

The people stood watch- 35
ing, and the rulers even
sneered at him. They said,
“He saved others; let him
save himself if he is the
Christ of God, the Chosen
One.”

The soldiers also came up 36
and mocked him. They of-
fered him wine vinegar and 37
said, “If you are the king of
the Jews, save yourself.”

There was a written notice 38
above him, which read: THIS
1S THE KING OF THE JEWS.

One of the criminals who 39
hung there hurled insults at
him: ““Aren’t you the Christ?
Save yourself and us!”

But the other criminal re- 40
buked him. ‘“Don’t you fear
God,” he said, “since you
are under the same sen-

note on Matt. 24:21). For if such things as these are done. This is a proverb. The meaning is: “If the
leaders and the Romans crucify the nation’s Messiah, what will they do to the nation itself?”’ Forgive
them, Father. Only Luke tells these words. Jesus must have said this just after they nailed him to the
cross. The kind of Love which he demonstrates here, is the kind of love Christians are to develop. See
John 13:34-35; 1 John 4:16-21. They don’t know what they are doing. They don’t know they are re-
jecting and killing their own Messiah., They don’t know they are sealing the doom of their own city
and nation. They divided his clothes among themselves. See John 19:23-24.

39. One of the criminals hanging there. These criminals were certainly associates of Barabbas (see Mark
15:7 and note there). Matthew and Mark show these criminals insulting Jesus. [The Zealots tried to
drive out the Roman Occupation Forces. They had expected Jesus to announce himself king and raise
an army. Their insults express their frustration.]

40. The other one, however. This one has a “change of heart,” and rebukes his fellow criminal. Alford
(Greek Testament) mentions that some feel this penitent criminal was a disciple of Christ. If he was,
this would fit in with the fanaticism of the Zealots, especially what he says in verse 42. [One of the
Twelve was a ‘“zealot,” Simon the Patriot.] 41. Ours, however, Is only right. They knew the risks they
were taking by being political activists, and they knew also that Jesus was not one of them, but was



Ch. 23 LUKE

347

same sentence. *'Ours, however, is only right,
because we are getting what we deserve for what
we did; but he has done no wrong.” **And he
said to Jesus, “Remember me, Jesus, when you
come as Kingl!” ‘

4*Jesus said to him, “I tell you this: today you
will be in Paradise with me.”

The Death of Jesus

(Also Matt. 27.45-56; Mark 15.33-41;
John 19.28-30) ‘

41t was about twelve o’clock when the sun
stopped shining and darkness covered the whole
country until three o’clock; “*and the curtain
hanging in the temple was torn in two. “‘Jesus
cried out in a loud voice, “Father! In your hands
I place my spirit!”” He said this and died.

4"The army officer saw what had happened,
and he praised God, saying, *“Certainly he was
a good man.”

“*When the people who had gathered there to
watch the spectacle saw what happened, they
all went back home, beating their breasts. *All
those who knew Jesus personally, including the
women who had followed him from Galilee,
stood off at a distance to see these things.

tence? We are punished 41
justly, for we are getting
what our deeds deserve. But
this man has done nothing
wrong,”

Then he said, *“Jesus, re- 42
member me when you come
into your kingdom,”

Jesus answered him, *I 43
tell you the truth, today you
will be with me in paradise.”

Jesus’ Death

It was now about the sixth 44
hour, and darkness came
over the whole land until the
ninth hour, for the sun 45
stopped shining. And the
curtain of the temple was
torn in two. Jesus called out 46
with a loud voice, ‘‘Father,
into your hands I commit my
spirit.”” When he had said
this, he breathed his last,

The centurion, seeing 47
what had happened, praised
God and said, ““Surely this
was a righteous man.” 48
When all the people who had
gathered to witness this sight
saw what took place, they
beat their breasts and went
away. But all those who 49
knew him, including the
women who had followed
him from Galilee, stood at a
distance, watching these
things.

innocent of the charges. 42, Remember me, Jesus, when you come as King! This is an expression of
faith! This man obviously knows something of Jesus’ teaching, and ExeecTs him to come as King
fof a spiritual Kingdom]. 43. Today you will be in Paradise with me. Paradise is ‘‘heaven before the
Judgment” (see note at end of Luke 16:31). This man was Jew, a descendant of Abraham., If he was a
disciple of Christ (see note on verse 40), he had been baptized (John 4:1-2). Until Jesus died, the Old
Law was in effect (see Col, 2:14 and note). 46. Jesus cried out in a loud volce. He first said Eloi, Eloi,
lema sabachthani? Then: It is finished! Then: Father! In your hands I place my spirit! [We ordinarily
say “‘soul’” when we mean “‘spirit.”’] 47, The army officer. See note on Matt. 27:54, 48. Beating their
breasts. People would pound on their chest as a sign of great sadness! 49. Including the women. See

notes on Matt, 27:55-56.
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The Burial of Jesus -
(Also Matt. 27.57-61; Mark 15.42-47;
John 19.38-42) ‘

s0-51There was a man named Joseph, .from the
Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a good and

honorable man, and waited for the coming of

the Kingdom of God. Although a member of the

Council, he had not agreed with their decision-

and action. *2He went into the presence of Pilate
and asked for the body of Jesus. **Then he took
the body down, wrapped it in a linen sheet, and

placed it in a grave which had been dug out of.

the rock—a grave which had never been used.
%It was Friday and the Sabbath was about to
begin.

$The women who had followed Jesus from
Galilee went with Joseph and saw the grave and
how Jesus’ body was placed in it. **Then they
went back home and prepared the spices and
ointments for his body.

On the Sabbath they rested, as the Law com-
manded.

The Resurrection
(Also Matt, 28.1-10; Mark 16.1-8; John 20.1-10)

Very early on Sunday morning the women
24 went to the grave carrying the spices they
had prepared. *They found the stone rolled away
from the entrance to the grave, *so they went in;
but they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.

Jesus’ Burial

Now there was a man 50
named Joseph, a member of
the Council, a good and up-
right man, who had not con- 51
sented to their decision and
action. He came from the
Judean town of Arimathea
and he was waiting for the
kingdom of God. Going to 52
Pilate, he asked for Jesus’
body. Then he took it down, 53
wrapped it in linen clothand
placed it in a tomb cut in the
rock, one in which no one
had yet been laid. It was 54
Preparation Day, and the
Sabbath was about to begin.

The women who had come 55
with Jesus from Galilee fol-
lowed Joseph and saw the
tomb and how his body was
laid in it. Then they went 56
home and prepared spices
and perfumes. But they
rested on the Sabbath in
obedience to the command-
ment.

The Resurrection

On the first day of the
24 week, very early in the
morning, the women took
the spices they had prepared
and went to the tomb, They 2
found the stone rolled away
from the tomb, but when 3
they entered, they did not
find the body of the Lord

50-56. There was a man named Joseph. On the Burial of Jesus, see notes on Matt. 27:57-61. Although a
member of the Council. Both Joseph and Nicodemus were members of the Sanhedrin (the ruling Jewish
Council and Supreme Court) but had opposed the decision and action against Jesus. [Johnson thinks
that they were not present when the Sanhedrin took their action against Jesus.] It was Friday. The
day before the Passover (John 19:14). [Remember the Sabbath would begin at 6 P.M. Friday.] Jesus
died about 3 P.M. (Matt. 27:46), the time the lambs would be killed in preparation for the Passover.
This shows the Jews had not yet eaten the Passover Meal.

1-12. Very early on Sunday morning. Sunday has been called the “Lord’s Day” since then, because
Jesus raised from death on Sunday. The women “‘saw the grave and how Jesus’ body was placed in it"
on Friday, had “prepared the spices and ointments for his body"’ following the Jewish custom, and ‘‘on
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“They stood there puzzied about this, when
suddenly two men in bright shining clothes stood
by them. *Full of fear, the women bowed down to
the ground. as the men said to them, “Why are
you looking among the dead for one who is alive?
¢He is not here; he has been raised. Remember
what he said to you while he was in Galilee:
*The Son of Man must be handed over to sinful
men, be nailed to the cross, and rise to life on
the third day.’ ”’

8Then the women remembered his words, °re-
turned from the grave, and told all these things
to the eleven disciples and all the rest., *The
women were Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and

women with them told these things -to- the
apostles. *‘But the appostles thought that what
the women said was nonsense, and did not be-
lieve them. 'But Peter got up and ran to the
grave; he bent down and saw the grave cloths
and nothing else. Then he went back home
wondering at what had happened.

The Walk to Emmaus
(Also Mark 16.12-13)

*0n that same day two of them were going to
a village named Emmaus, about seven miles
from Jerusalem, *and they were talking to each
other about all the things that had happened.
15As they talked and discussed, Jesus himself

Jesus, While they were won- 4
dering about this, suddenly
two men in clothes that
gleamed like lightning stood
beside them, In their fright 5
the women bowed down with
their faces to the ground,
but the men said to them,
“Why do you look for the
living among the dead? He 6
is not here; he has risen! Re-
member how he told you,
while he was still with you in
Galilee: ‘The Son of Man 7
must be delivered into the
hands of sinful men, be cru-
cified and on the third day
be raised again,’ ” Then 8
they remembered his words,
When they came back 9
from the tomb, they told all
these things to the Eleven
and fo all the others. It was 10
Mary Magdalene, Joanna,
Mary the mother of James,
and the others with them
who told this to the apostles.
But they did not believe the
women, because their words
seemed to them like non-
sense. Peter, However, got 12
up and ran to the tomb.
Stooping down, he saw the
strips of linen lying by them-
selves, and he went away,
wondering to himself what
had happened.

[y

1

On the Road to Emmaus

Now that same day two of 13
them were going to a village
called Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, They 14
were talking with each other
about everything that had
happened. As they talked 15
and discussed these things
with each other, Jesus him-
self came up and walked

the Sabbath they rested." Notice the women came expecting to embalm the DEAD BoDY. When they
told the apostles, they thought it was nonsense, and did not believe them. For notes on Resurrection,

and an explanation of how the Gospels agtee on this, see Matt, 28:1-10.

13. Two of them were golng. Only Luke tells this in detail. Cleopas was one of the two (verse 18).

Emmaus. Six or eight miles west of Jetusalem.

15. As they talked and discussed. About Jesus and his death, Jesus himself drew near. Mark says Jesus
appeated in a different manner (see Mark 16:12-13). They did not know who he was. When our
thoughts are on Jesus, we are most likely to have him with us (see notes on Matt. 18:19-20).
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drew near and walked along with them; ‘¢they
saw him, but somehow did not recognize him.
"Jesus said to them, ‘“What are you talking a-
bout, back and forth, as you walk along?”

They stood still, with sad faces. '*One of
them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the
only man living in Jerusalem who does not know
what has been happening there these last few
days?”

19What things?” he asked.

“The things that happened to Jesus of Naza-
reth,” they answered. ‘““This man was a prophet,
and was considered by God and by all the people
to be mighty in words and deeds. *®Our chief
priests and rulers handed him over to be sen-
tenced to death, and he was nailed to the cross.
2And we had hoped that he would be the one
who was going to redeem Israel! Besides all that,
this is now the third day since it happened.
2Some of the women of our group surprised us;
they went at dawn to the grave, **but could not
find his body, They came back saying they had
seen a vision of angels who told them that he is
alive. **Some of our group went to the grave and
found it exactly as the women had said; but they
did not see him,”

2sThen Jesus said to them, ‘"How foolish you
are, how slow you are to believe everything the
prophets said! ?Was it not necessary for the
Messiah to suffer these things and enter his

along with them; but they 16
were kept from recognizing
him,

He asked them, “What 17
are you discussing together
as you walk along?”’

They stood still, their
faces downcast. One of 18
them, named - Cleopas,
asked him, ‘‘Are you the
only one living in Jerusalem
who doesn’t know what
things have happened there
in these days?”’

“What things?’ he asked. 19

“About Jesus of Naza-
reth,” they replied. “He was
a prophet, powerful in word
and deed before God and all
the people. The chief priests 20
and our rulers handed him
over to be sentenced to
death, and they crucified
him; but we had hoped that 21
he was the one who was
going to redeem Israel. And
what is more, it is the third
day since all this took place.

In addition, some of our 22
women amazed us. They
went to the tomb early this
morning but didn’t find his 23
body. T%ey came and told us
that they had seen a vision of
angels, who said he was a-
live. Then some of our com- 24
panions went to the tomb
and found it just as the wo-
men had said, but him they
did not see.”

He said to them, “How 25
foolish you are, and how
slow of heart that you do not
believe all that the prophets
have spoken! Did not the 26
Christ have to suffer these
things and then enter his

18. One of them, named Cleopas. Probably the Clopas of Johr 19:25. Compare note on Matt. 10:2-4.
19-24, What things? Christ asks this to get them to talk about it. They give a condensed version of the
recent events. Who was going to redeem Israel. They had expected him to declare himself king and
raise an army to drive out the Romans. Their hopes of this happening died with him. This Is now the
third day. This clearly identifies the day of Jesus’ resurrection. See note on Matt. 12:40. But could not
find his body. This shows they still could not think in terms of a resurrection/ They still had trouble

believing even when they had seen him (Mark 16:14).

25. How foolish you are! They knew very well what the prophets had said, and they had been with Jesus

over three years, and heard him explain all these things.

26. Was it not necessary? Isaiak 53; Daniel 9:26; etc., speak about this. And enter his glory. The Act

of the Cross is meant. See Luke 9:31.
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glory?” 2"And Jesus explained to them what was
said about him in all the Scriptures, beginning
with the books of Moses and the writings of all
the prophets.

*They came near the village to which they
were going, and Jesus acted as if he were going
farther; »*but they held him back, saying, ‘“‘Stay
with us; the day is almost over and it is getting
dark.” So he went in to stay with them, *°He sat
at table with them, took the bread, and said the
blessing; then he broke the bread and gave it
to them. *'Their eyes were opened and they

recognized him; but he disappeared from their -

sight. **They said to each other, “Wasn’t it like
a fire burning in us when he talked to us on the
road and explained the Scriptures to us?”’

*They got up at once and went back to Jeru-
salem, where they found the eleven disciples
gathered together with the others *4and saying,
“The Lord is risen indeed! He has appeared to
Simon!”

*5The two then explained to them what had
happened on the road, and how they had recog-
nized the Lord when he broke the bread.

Jesus Appears to His Disciples

(Also Mart 28. 16-20; Mark 16.14-18;
John 20.19-23; Acts 1.6-8)

While they were telling them this, suddenly
the Lord himself stood among them and said to
them, ““Peace be with you.”

$7Full of fear and terror, they thought that they

glory?” And beﬁinning with 27
Moses and all the Prophets,

he explained to them what
was said in all the Serip-
tures concetning himself,

As they approached the 28
village to which they were
going, Jesus acted as if he
wete going farther. But they 29
urged him strongly, “Stay
with us, for it is nearly eve-
ning; the day is almost
over.” So he went in to stay
with them,

When he was at the table 30
with them, he took bread,
gave thanks, broke it and
began to give it to them,
Then their eyes weré opened 31
and they recognized him,
and he disappeared from
their sight. They asked each 32
other, “Were not out hearts
burning within us while he
talked with us on the road
and opened the scriptures to
us?”

They got up and returned 33
at once to Jerusalem. There
they found the Eleven and
those with them, assembled
together and saying, ‘It is 34
true! The Lord has risen and
has appeared to Simon.”
Then the two told what had 35
happened on the way, and
how Jesus was recognized by
them when he broke the
bread.

Jesus Appears to the Disciples

While they were still talk- 36
ing about this, Jesus himself
stood among them and said
to them, ‘‘Peace be with
you.”

They were startled and 37
frightened, thinking they

29-32, Stay with us. That is, stay overnight and talk some more. And sald the blessing. Not as a guest
would do, but as a host. Thelr eyes were opened. This implies their eyesight was “distorted” so that he

was unrecognizable to them., (See verse 15.)

33-35. They got up at once! This kind of news would not keep! Found the eleven disciples. This may be
the same meeting as the one inJokn 10:19-23, He has appeared to Simon! See I Cor. 15:5.

36-43, Suddenly the Lord himself stood among them. They wete behind locked doors (John 20:19).
This implies that Jesus could “pass through” a door or wall in his resurrection body, Feel me, and you
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were seeing a ghost. *®But he said to them, “Why
are you troubled? Why are these doubts coming
up in your minds? **Look at my hands and my
feet and see that it is I, myself. Feel me, and you
will see, because a ghost doesn’t have flesh and
bones, as you can see I have.”

“He said this and showed them his hands and
his feet. **They still could not believe, they were
so full of joy and wonder; so he asked them, “Do
you have anything to eat here?”’ **They gave him
a piece of cooked fish, “which he took and ate
before them.

“Then he said to them, ‘“These are the very
things I told you while I was still with you: every-
thing written about me in the Law of Moses, the
writings of the prophets, and the Psalms had to
come trye.” ’

“Then he opened their minds to understand
the Scriptures, “°and said to them, ‘“This is what
is written: that the Messiah must suffer, and
rise from death on the third day, *’and that in
his name the message about repentance and the
forgiveness of sins.must be preached to all
nations, beginning in Jerusalem. “*You are wit-
nesses of these things. And I myself will send
upon you what my Father has promised. But
you must wait in the city until the power from
above comes down upon you.”

Ch. 24
saw a ghost. He said to 38
them, “Why are you troubl-

ed, and why do doubts rise

in your minds? Look at my 39
hands and my feet. It is 1
myself! Touch me and see; a
ghost does not have flesh
and bones, as you see I
have.”

When he had said this he 40
showed them his hands and
feet. And while they still did 41
not believe it because of joy
and amazement, he asked
them, “Do you have any-
thing here to eat?”’ They 42
gave him a piece of broiled
fish, and he took it and ate 43
it in their presence.

He said to them, *‘This is 44
what I told you while I was
still with you: Everything
must be fulfilled that is
written about me in the Law
of Moses, the Prophets and
the Psalms.”

Then he opened their 45
minds so they could under-
stand the Scriptures, Hetold 46
them, “This is what is
written: The Christ will
suffer and rise from the dead
on the third day, and repen- 47
tance and forgiveness of sins
will be preached in his name
to all nations, beginning at

" Jerusalem. You are wit- 48

nesses of these things. I am 49

oing to send you what my
g‘ather has promised; but
stay in the city until you have
been clothed with power
from on high.”

will see. His body showed the murks of his suffering. Thomas spoke of this as being proof (John 20:25).
They were so full of joy and wonder. This all seems too good to be true! Which he took and ate before
them. As proof that he was real, not just a ghost or materialized spirit.

44-49. Then he said to them. Luke passes over an interval of weeks, between verses 43 and 44, Christ
was seen a number of times after his resurrection (see notes on Matt. 25:9). Then he opened thelr
minds. To help them understand. He repeats the “‘oBLIGATION he placed on them in Galilee (see
notes on Matt. 28:16-20). Jesus requires that in his name (1) repentance; (2) forgiveness of sins; (3)
must be preached; (4) to all nations; (5) beginning in Jerusalem. They did this, beginning from the Day
of Pentecost. What my Father has promised. The baptism with the Holy Spirit (4cts 1:5). But you must
walt. Their great mission of making disciples to Christ could not begin until they received the gift of
the Holy Spirit from the Father.
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Jesus Is Taken up to Heaven
(Also Mark 16.19-20; Acts 1.9-11)
50Then he led them out of the city as far as

Bethany, where he raised his hands and blessed
them. $'As he was blessing them, he departed

from them and was taken up into heaven. **They

worshiped him and went back into Jerusalem,

filled with great joy, S*and spent all their time in |

the temple giving thanks to God.

The Ascension
When he had led them out 50

to the vicinity of Bethany, he
lifted up his hands and

- blessed them, While he was 51

blessing them, he left them
and was taken up into
heaven. Then theyworshiped 52
him and returned to Jeru-
salem with gteat joy, And 53
they stayed continually at
the temple, praising God,

50-53, Then he led them out. Compate Mark 16:19-20; Acts 1:1-9. And blessed them, The last act
of our Lord on the eatth, was a blessing, Filled with great joy. Thelr Lord and Savior was ALtve and
had been taken up to sit on his throne! [Compare Acts 15:16-18 and notes there,] And spent all thelr
time In the temple. Worshiping and teaching. See Acts 2:46. Verse 53 is a connecting link between

Luke and Acts,
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