ODUCTION TO
ETTER TO THE
ILIPPIANS

How do you account for the sin, evil, and misery that is in the world???
Earth would be a wilderness, if it were not cultivated with great care!“It
grows weeds and poisonous plants as it is, and natural disasters desttoy
crops and take lives! Many of the human race are wicked to excess, and
their evil brings misery and suffering upon themselves and othets. Bes1des
all thxs mankind is subject to a variety of painful diseases and to death!

Many theories have been inventéd to account for this. Some have sald_
that this universe was created by an evil god, who fights against the true
God. Some have said humans are being punished here for sins done in a
previous life. Some have said that there is no reason and no sense to any of
it, and that it has always been just like it is with no change at all. The
Epicureans taught a theory much like modern evolutior.

But into this darkness has come the light of Christ! There is but one
first Cause, who is both infinitely powerful and infinitely good!!! Every
being in the universe derive their existence from Him, absolutely depend
upon Him, and are under His rule!!! Whatever evil exists, grows out of
the freedom of will which God originally gave His rational creatures, and
which made them moral, and responsible for their own actions!!! Adam
and Eve, our first parents, abused their freedom of will by one act of dis-
obedience, and brought God’s curse down upon this earth. You wouldn’t
have done this??? But you did!!! You came into this world as pure and
innocent as Adam, and you abused your free will just as he did.

What is the answer to all this??? You cannot save yourselfl!! But what
* you cannot do, God already did!!! He AcTED in Christl!! God’s purpose
for this was to set man free from: (1) the power of sin; (2) the guilt and
punishment of sin. God chose to make faith the basis of receiving the
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“ benefits of this finished work in Christ, MacKnight says of this action of
t God: “But that, for remedying these evils, God was graciously pleased, in
his original plan, to appoint the mediation of his Son, whereby the penal
consequences of sin are so far: prevented, that they do not take place in
all cases; for as many of mankind as are delivered by him from the power
of sin, shall at length be also delivered from its punishment, and be raised
to:a degree of perfection and happiness, greater than if they never had
sinned.”

( Paul planted this church on his second tour of missions, around 50 A.D.
See Acts ch 16, 1t is generally thought that this Letter was written during
Paul’s first imprisonment at Rome, between 60-62 A.D.

S




THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE

PHILIPPIANS

From Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ
Jesus—
To all God’s people living in Philippi who are
in union with Christ Jesus, and to the church
leaders and helpers:

Paul and Timothy, ser-
1 vants of Christ Jesus,

To all the saints in Christ
Jesus at Philippi, together
with the overseers and
deacons:

Grace and peace to you 2
*May God ‘our Father and the Lord Jesus | from God out Father and
Christ give you grace and peace. the Lord Jesus Christ.
; Thanksgiving and Prayer
Paul’s Prayer for His Readers iI tIhank my God evety 3
- . . time I 1 .Inall 4
*I thank my God for you every time I think of myi)raye;}se Tor all of y(ﬁx,al
. 4 H always pray with joy because 5
you; .ands every time I pray f.or you all, I pray | & Rt rtnetshlyp oause
- with joy, *because of the way in which you have | gospel from the first day un-
helped me in the work of the gospel, from the | til now, being confident of 6
. P ... | this, that he who began a
very first day until now. °And so I am sure of this: | good work in you will carry
that God, who began this good work in you, will [ it ontocompletion until the
Y il it is finished in the D. £ Christ day of Christ Jesus.
carry it on until 1t is finished in the Day o S It is right for me to feel 7

Jesus. "You are always in my heart! And so it is
only right for me to feel this way about you. For
you have all shared with me in this privilege that
God has given me, both now that I am in prison
and also while I was free to defend and firmly

this way about all of you,
since I have you in my heart;
for whether I am in chains or
defending and confirming
the gospel, all of you share

1. From Paul and Timothy. This is more like an ordinary letter. Paul does not assert his apostleship,
but gives a friendly greeting from himself and Timothy. Timothy is described in the Introduction to
First Timothy. To all God’s people. Christians are God’s people! [Saints: see note on I Cor. 6:11.]
Church leaders. Titus 1:5; 1 Tim. 3:1, Church helpers. I Tim. 3:8.

2. May God. See note on Rom. 1:7.

3. Ithank my God. See note on Rom. 1:8. Paul, imprisoned, has much to thank his God for!!!

4. I pray with joy. The faith of these Christians at Philippi made him jubilant!!!

5. Because of the way. Paul is probably thinking of the money and gifts which they sent him at differ-
ent times (Phil, 2:25; 4:10, 18). But it goes even deeper than this because they share a common faith
in the One Lord!!!

6. And so. “‘I have no doubt about your faith, and I know you will go on to the end!!!” That God. God
began this work by sending Paui to them. Paul sees God’s work in all that is done, hut he also sees God
and man as partners in the Christian life (Phil. 2:12-16; 1 Cor. 3:6).

7. You are always! “You are especially dear to me in Christ!!!” For you. They all share a common
grace in Christ, but Paul probably means the way they shared with him in sending Epaphroditus with
gifts to help him while he is imprisoned and cannot work to help himself (Phil, 2:25-30; 4:18). They
also helped finance his work at other times (Phil, 4:15-16). ’
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establish the gospel. *God knows that I tell the | inGod’s grace with me, God 8
truth when I say that my deep feeling for you all | &t fest y how 1 long for all
comes from the heart of Christ Jesus himself. Chliisé Jeshus. i 0
MThic} , nd this is my prayer:

’ This is my prayer for you: I pray that your love | ., 2 vour Tove, may abownd
will keep on growing more and more, together | more and more in k"‘}Y’

. : 10 ledge and depth of insight,
with true l_cnowledge and perfect jufigment, SO | o Fhat you nil’ay be ab o 10
that you will be able to choose what is best, Then giscern what islbestland may

$ 5 H e putre and blameless unti
you will be free_ frolrln all impurity and blame on the%ay of Christ, fillod with 11
the Day of Christ. !*Your lives will be filled with | the fruit of ]:ightel:)u?ness
1+ 5 5 that comes through Jesus
the truly good qualities which Jesgs Christ alone | G5 Somes i alory and
can produce, for the glory and praise of God. praise of God,
Paul’s Chains Advance the
To Live Is Christ Gospel
12 Now I want you to know, 12

- I want you to know, my brothers, that the brothers, that what has hap.
things that have happened to me have really | pened to me has really ser-
helped the progress of the gospel. ?As a result, | i¢d to advance the gospel.
the whole palace guard and all the others here | clear throughout the whole
know that I am in prison because I am a servant | Palace guard and fo every-
of Christ. And my being in prison has given | for Christ. Because of my 14
most of the brothers more confidence in the'| chains, most of the brothers

s . in the Lord have been en-
Lord, so that they grow bolder all the time in | couraged to speak the word
preaching the message without feat. gfiﬁggﬂgg;‘; courageously

8. God knows, “As God himself knows, my deep feeling for you is the same as the deep feeling Christ
has for you!!!”” Compare Eph. 5:21 and note.

9. I pray that your love, “I pray that your Jove of Christ and your fellow man will continue to grow and
grow, as you gain more true knowledge and perfect judgment through your study and practice of God’s
word|!1”

10. Able to choose. ““I want you to be able to examine all things in the light of God’s truth, so that you
can choose what is best (I Thess. 5:21-22).” There was danger from the circumeision party who dis-
torted the gospel (see Acts ch 15), and it is vitally important that they be able to recognize what is true!!!
Then you will be. Day of Christ = Judgment. The ultimate test of their Christian life is that they ate
free from all impurity and blame on the Day of Christ!!]

11. Will be filled. ““And then, like trees of righteousness planted by the Lord, you will be filled with
the fruit of righteousness, to the praise of God!!!"” Compare Gal, 5:22-23.

12. I want you to know. “I don’t want you to be sad or discouraged because I am now imprisoned and
suffering! I want you to see these things in their true light! All this has really helped to spread the gospel
of Christ!” ) .

13, As a result. “It is common knowledge that I have been imprisoned because of my religion, and
this makes people curious!” See note on A cts 28:16.

14. Has given. “My courage at this time has set an example which has made most of the brothers mote
confident as they preach the message!!!” See Phil, 4:22 and note for some of the results of this.
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150f course some of them preach Christ be- c hIt xstruethfatsomepr;ach 15

: rist out of envy and ri-

cause they are .jealops and quarre}some, but valry, but others oot of good
others preach him with all good will. *These K:l“ Thel;tterldoso in ove, 16

owing that I am put here

do so from love, because they k_now that God | B0 e e o ih gospel.
has given me the work of defending the gospel. | The former preach Christ 17

"The others do not proclaim Christ sincerely,
but from a spirit of selfish ambition; they think
that they will make more trouble for me while
I am in prison.

18Tt does not matter! I am happy about it—
just so Christ is preached in every way possible,
whether from wrong or right motives. And I will

out of selfish ambition, not
sincerely, supposing that
they can stir up trouble for
me while I am in chains. But
what does it matter? The
important thing is that in
every way, whether from
false motives or true, Christ
is preached. And because of
this I rejoice.

Yes, and I will continue to

18

15. Of course some. How do we fit this in with our /dea of the early church??? The truth is, of course,
that the early church faced every problem that the church is facing today!!! Technology does not change
the basic problems, which grow out of human relationships. Robert Rainy says: “*Mixture of motive
has haunted the work even of those who strove to keep their motives pure. And men in whom lower
motive and worse motive had a strong influence have struck into the work alongside of the nobler and
purer laborers. So it has pleased God to permit; that even in this sacred field men might be tried and
manifested before the judgment of the great day; and that it might be more plain that the effectual
blessing and the true increase come from Himself.” See verse 17.

16. These do so from love. Those who preach Christ with all good will. These viewed Paul’s imprison-
ment in the light of truth - as a defence of the gospell!!

17. The others. Robert Rainy says: “There were, as we all know, in the Church of those days powerful
sections of professed believers, who contested Paul’s apostleship, questioned his teaching, and whoily
disliked the effects of his work. Perhaps by this time the strain of that conflict had become a little less
severe, but it had not wholly passed awdy. We call these persons the Judaisers [circumcision party].
They were men who looked to Jesus Christ as the Messiah, who owned the authority of His teaching,
and claimed an interest in His promises. But they insisted on linking Christianity to Jewish forms, and
rules, and conditions of law-keeping, which were on various gmunds dear and sacred to them . . . Pos-
sibly there might even be a Christian congregation in the city in which this type prevailed.” Compare
Acts 21:20; John 19:15 and notes. They probably preached Chrxst as king, hoping to stir up the Roman
authorities against Paul.

18. It does not matter! Robert Rainy says: “It is not true that the preaching of Christ serves no purpose
and yields no ftlllts, in cases where it is not carried on in the right or the best spirit . . . Now the Apostle,
looking at this, is glad of it. He is not glad that any men, professing Christ, give way to evil and un-
christian tempers. But he is glad that Christ is preached. There were cases in which he vehemently
contended with such persons - when they strove to poison and pervert Christians who had learned the
better way. But now he is thinking of the outside world; and it was good that the making known of
Christ should gather strength, and volume, and extension. And the Apostle knew that the Lord could
bless His own message, imperfectly delivered perhaps, to bring thirsty souls to Himself, and would not
fail in His unsearchable wisdom to care for those who came, and to lead them in the ways He thought
best. Let Christ be preached. The converts do not belong to the denominations, but fitst of all to Christ.
Neither is it appointed that the denominations shall permanently hold those whom they bring in; but
Christ can hold them, and can order their future in ways we cannot foretell. . . . But God is not tied up
to give ro success to men acting under wrong motives: at least, if we are not to say He gives the success
to them, yet in connection with them He is well able to take success to Himself. Through strange chan-
nels He can send blessings to souls, whatever He gives or denies to the unworthy workmen. Souls truly
gathered in will soon get beyond their teaching.”
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continue to be happy, *because I know that by
means of your prayers and the help which comes
from the Spirit of Jesus Christ, I shall be set free.
My deep desire and hope is that I shall never
fail my duty, but that at all times, and especially
right now, I shall be full of courage, so that
with my whole being I shall bring honor to
Christ, whether I live or die. *'For what is life?
To me, it is Christ. Death, then, will bring more.
»But if by living on I can do more worthwhile
work, then I am not sure which I should choose.
23] am caught from both sides. I want very much
to leave this life and be with Christ, which is
a far better thing; *but it is much more impor-
tant, for your sake, that I remain alive. 2*I am
sure of this, and so I know that I will stay. I will

rejoice, for 1 know that 19
through your prayers and
the help given by the Spirit

of Jesus Christ, what has
happened to me will turn out

for my deliverance. I eagerly 20
expect and hope that I will

in no way be ashamed, but .
will have sufficient courage

so that now as always Christ
will be exalted in my body,
whether by life or by deatl{.
For to me, to live is Christ 21
and to die is gain, If I am to 22
go on living in the body, this
will mean fruitful labor for
me, Yet, what shall I
choose? I do not know! I am 23
torn between the two: I de-
sire to depart and be with
Christ, which is better by
far; but it is more necessary 24
for you that I remain in the
body. Convinced of this, I 25

know that I will remain, and

stay on with you all, to add to your progress and
1 will continue with all of you

e, S 26 , .
joy in .the faith. *So when I am with you again | ¥ your progress and joj in
you will have even more reason to be proud of | thefaith, so that throughmy 26

5 o § : : being with you again your
me, in your life in Christ Jesus. joy in Christ Tesus arill over.
flow on account of me.

19. Because I kmow. Paul’s enemies see his imprisonment as a source of shame and possible danger.
But Paul sees God'’s hand at work in all this! Compare Acts 23:11 and note, Paul says with confidence:
I shall be set free! Compare 2 Tim. 4:18,

20. That 1 shall never fail. Johnson says: “‘There is no anxiety about himself, only that he may glorify
Christ.”

21. For what is life? Paul’s main thought is whether Christ will be honored by his life or his death.
Compare Acts 21:11-13 and notes. Death would bring more to him personally, as he would escape from
suffering into Paradise!!!

22. But if by living on, Paul shows that his desire to stay and work for Christ in this world is equally as )
strong as his desire to go to his heavenly homell}

23. 1 am caught. Note Paul views death as leading to a more complete lifel!! See notes on Luke 16:27-31.
24, For your sake, He feels a deep obligation for the Philippians and all the Gentile Christians! Com-
pare 2 Thess. 2:7 and note.

25. Tam sure, Some think God told Paul this in a vision, Paul expects to stay in his earthly body a few
mote years, to add to their progress in the faith and their increased joy in Christ!!! See notes on Acts
28:30-31,

26. So when. ‘‘My release will show I have successfully defended the gospel before my judges, and I will
have a further opportunity to teach you!”’
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2

2’Now, the important thing is that your man- ‘ Vi’hatevexi happens, con- 27

M 2 s . Uct youtselves 1n 2 manner
ner of life be as the gospel of Christ requires, | yorny of the gospel of
so that, whether or not I am able to go to see you, | Christ. ghen, whether R
I will hear that you stand firm with one common | }e2 sbout'vor in my ab.
purpose, and fight together, with only one wish, sencg,fl will know ;hiat you
for the faith of the gospel. **Don’t be afraid of | Fading as one wia for she
your enemies; always be courageous, and this faith of the gospel without 28
will prove to them that they will lose, and that b;‘.‘}tﬁoseg hitoned 1D say ey
you will win, because it is God who gives you Thhxs Is f,ig‘}l to the’f; that
the victory. 2For you have been given the privi- | fhey Wil be dostroyed, but
lege of serving Christ, not only by believing in | that gy God. For it has been 29
him, but also by suffering for him. **Now you | ganted to you on benalf of
can take part with me in the fight. It is the same him, but also to suffer for

H 3 im, Since you are going
one you saw me ﬁghtlpg in the past and the | 0oh the same stroggle
same one I am still fighting, as you heatr. : {gutsla\z&ll;‘ad, and now hear

. ac 1 s ave.
Christ’s Humility and Greatness Imitating Christ’s Humility
spl s : If you have any encout-
2 Does your life in Christ make you strong? | 2 agement from being uni.
Does his love comfort you? Do you have ted with Chelst, if any com-

f : [ s ort from his love, if an
fellowship with the Spirit? Do you feel kindness | fiowship with the Spitit, if
and compassion for one another? I urge you, any tettﬁdemes; and compas- X

H sion, then make my joy com-
then, make me completely happy by having the plt by being “keyjn{'nd.ed,
same thoughts, sharing the same love, and being | baving the same love, being

one in spirit and purpose.

27. Now, the important thing. “You must stand firm for the truth and fight together against the cir-
cumcision party who want to make you slaves to The Law, and against the heathens who try to force
you back into idolatry!”

28. Don't be afraid. Both the TEV and NIV follow the corrected Greek text. *Your courage in the face
of persecution will prove to your enemies that they must lose and that you will win!”* Compare 2 Thess.
1:4-5 and notes.

29, The privilege. “Super-saints” look for some gift to set them apart from other Christians - every
gift, that is, except the one that is offered to all (Phil, 3:10-11).

30. Now you can take part. ‘‘This is the very same fight you saw me fighting in your own city, and that
I am now fighting in Rome! You must expect such things yourself, and face these with courage and
endurancel”

1. Does? Paul bases his encouragement to them on things they know to be true! Robert Rainy says:
“Deeds are the true profession of our faith; they are the verification of our religious experience. And in
this practical form we must overcome, not the temptations of other people or other ages, but our own.
There is no more dangerous working of unbelief than that in which it never questions the doctrinal
theory, but renders our Christianity cold and slack, and leads us to indulge a preference for a religion
that goes easy.”

2. I urge you, then. “Because you know all these things I just mentioned are true, I ask you just one
thing more. Make my joy complete by really being one in Christ!” What Paul describes in this verse is
a messianic community with a life style which finds its main expression in love and respect, and a
common goal!
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one in soul and mind, *Don’t do anything from
selfish ambition, or from a cheap desire to
boast; but be humble toward each other, never
thinking you are better than others. ‘And look
out for each other’s interests, not. just for your
own. *The attitude you should have is the one
that Christ Jesus had:

Do nothing out of selfish
ambmon ot vain conceit, but
in humility consider others
better than yourselves, Each
of you should look not only
to your own interests, but
also to the interests of
others.

Your attitude should be
the same as that of Christ

Jesus:

Who, being in very nature 6
God, did not consider
equality with God some-
thing to be grasped,

butmade himselfnothing, 7
taking the very nature

SHe always had the very nature of God,
but he did not think that by force he
should try to become equal with God.
"Instead, of his own free will he gave it all

up, of a servant, being made
and took the nature of a servant, N 13 }i)uman fl‘lketaess. .

. nd being found in ap-

He became like man, carance as a man, bo

umbled himself and
became obedient to
death—even death on a
cross!

and appeared in human likeness.
*He was humble and walked the path of
obedience to death—
his death on the cross.

3. Don’t do anything, Selfish ambition or a cheap desire to boast, would destroy the spirit of com-
munity!!! Christians must work together, not compete!!! But be humble. When each tries to seize the
honor and glory for himself, no one is honored! But when each gives the honor and glory to the other
person, all are honored!!!

4, And look out for. See I Cor. 10:24, 33 and notes.

5, The attitude. “‘Let me show you the example which Christ set for us!’’ There was a real threat of
division in the Philippian church, and it was of vital importance that they develop a spirit of community!
They must relate to each other through their reverence for Christ (Eph. 5:21 and note).

6. He always had. Ernst Lohmeyer has expanded the meaning of this section of verses. He says this is
avery early Christian hymn, originally written in Aramaic (the Judean dialect of Hebrew), and sung in
connection with the Lord’s Supper (Holy Meal). But in studying this, note that Paul uses it to emphasize
Christian ethics, not theology, The very nature of God. Compare John 1:1-3; Heb. 1:3. But he did not
think. “‘He always had the very nature of God, even when he was in human form, but while in the flesh,
he did not have an attitude of selfish ambition and try to make himself equal with God by force, even
though he could have done it!’’ The next verse explains.

7. Instead. *“The Son, who is the Etetnal Logos, of his own free will gave up his rank (but not his divine
nature) to take the nature of a servant and become what we are - a human being, with a human nature
(Rom. 8:3) and be tempted as we are (Heb. 4:15).”

8. He was humble. The pagan world thought of humility as we think of humiliation! Obedlence. Re-
member Paul is stressing the Christian ethic!l] Christ set the example by his obedience!!! His death on
the cross, This is the ultimate humiliation!!! Note: (1) He always (even in human form) had the very
nature of God, and also the rank. (2) He gave up his rank and the glory of heaven. (3) He took a
servant’s nature and became like us, (4) He shared our human nature completely, by also experiencing
death. (5) He was completely humiliated in the shame of the Cross!
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For this reason God raised him to the Th;tefoteh Ghodh etxallted 9
p : im to the highest place
highest pl.ace above, ) and gave him the name
and gave him the name that is greater ;hat is z;‘bove overy game,
that at the name of Jesus
than any other name. , ‘every knee should bow,
19And so, in honor of the name of Jesus, in (];eavgn a;lld on, %arth
and under the ea N
all beings in heaven, on earth, and in the and every tongue confess 11
world below that Jesus Christ is
will fall on their knees, é"orddih;%::‘]fer?l"”y of
tand all will openly proclaim that Jesus
. Christis the Lord, . SMT':"&:# Stars dour 12
ereiore, my ear
to the glory of God the Father. friends, as you have always

obeyed—not onlyin my pres-

Shining as Lights in the World ence, but now much more in

my absence—continue to
1280 then, dear friends, as you always obeyed | Wotkoutyour salvation with

me when I was with you, it is even more impor-

tant that you obey me now, while I am away from

you. Keep on working, with fear and trembling,

9. God. The first part of this hymn tells what Christ did. The second part shows God’s response. ““God
rasied him from the dead and took him up to the highest place above, in his crucified body! This is how
God rewarded Christ for his humility and obedience! I show you this as an example.” And gave him the
name. Names, to the ancient people, showed character and status. Being given a new name, then,
shows Christ being raised to high rank and great honor! The question arises: “If Christ always had the
very nature of God, is it possible that he is now higher than he was before???”” Robert Rainy answers:
“A line of contemplation, hard to follow yet inspiring, opens up in considering the Incarnation of our
Lord as permanent. No day is coming in which that shall have to be looked upon as gone away into the
past. This is suggestive as to the tie between Creator and creature, as to the bridge between Infinite
and finite, to be evermore found in Him. But it may suffice here to have indicated the topic.” Compare
Psalm 8; Heb. 9:24-28.

10. And so, in'honor. In honor to the authority that the name ‘‘Lotd” represents, all Creation and even
his enemies, fall on their knees in praise and submission to him!!l Angels, men, and even the dead!!!
11, Proclaim. It is the beings mentioned in verse 10 who proclaim this. The symbolism is of subjects
swearing loyalty to their king. Johnson says: **All the universe is called to confess him as Lord, and thus
glorify God. All will yet confess him, either in joy or shame.”
12. So then. Now Paul draws some needed lessons from this example of Christ he showed them in verses
6-11. As you always oheyed me. “Even though I cannot be with you in person, it is more important than
ever that you show the attitude of humility and obedience that Christ had!!!” Keep on working. The
Philippian church will not always have Paul available to them in person. It is very important that they
be able to take care of themselves. It is necessary that they keep on working to complete their salvation!!!
They do this by imitating the attitude and obedience which Christ demonstrated. Johnson says: “While
Christ is our Savior, and the author of our salvation, we must accept him and work together with him
. Unless we do our part Christ cannot save us.” We must reach out through faith to seize Christ, and
then continue to hold ﬁrmly to him! Fear and trembling. This is a favorite expression of Paul, and
means: “reverence and awe.’
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to complete your salvation, '*because God is gﬁﬁ at;ld trenll(bling, for it liﬁ 13
s 113 ] who works in you to wi
always at wor'k in you to make you willing and | 7o #0.me pleases him,
able to obey his own purpose. Do everything without 14
“Do everything without complaining or at- fgﬂgﬁ&‘ﬁ%ggcgﬂﬁgh? 15
guing, “*so that you may be innocent and pure, | less and pure, children of
as God’s perfect children who live in a world of | $od, without, fault in a
corrupt and sinful people. You must shine a- ﬁ(ation, in w};lic you shine "
: : : 16 ike stars in the universe as
mong them like stars hghtmg.up the sky, ¢as you vou hold out the word of
offer them the message of life. If you do so, I | life—in order that I may
shall have reason to be proud of you on the Day | 5oist on the day of Christ
of Christ, because it will show that all my effort IfJor nothing. e%ut even 1ifl am 17
eing poured out like a
and work have not b’een wasted. drink offering on the sacri.
"Perhaps my life’s blood is to be poured out | fice afx}d iervice coln:iing{&rom
: . H 5 your faith, I am glad and re-
like an offering on tl}e sacrifice that your faith Toice with all of ou. So you 18
offers to God. If that is so, I am glad, and share | too should be glad and re-
my joy with you all. **In the same way, you too | oice withme.
must be glad and share your-joy with me.

13. Because God. After stressing personal responsibility in verse 12, Paul shows God at work in us.
Johnson says: “‘God works in the converted person by his word and Spirit. His Spirit is a helper. He does
not destroy our free will, for we may resist him (I Thess. 5:19).” To make you willing and able. Robert
Rainy says: “All efforts to divide the ground between God and man go astray. In the inward process
of salvation, and especially in this ‘willing and doing,” God does all, and also man does all. But God
takes precedence, For it is He that quickeneth [makes alive] the dead, and calleth things that are not
as though they were. Here we may say, as the Apostle does in another case, ‘This is a great mystery.’
Let us tecognize it as a mystery bound up with any hope we ourselves have of proving to be children of
God. And under the sense of it, with fear and trembling let us work, for it is God that worketh in us to
will and to do.”

14, Without. “Do not be like restive slaves, who complain about everything they are asked to do; nor
like disobedient children, who argue with their parents about everything they are asked to do!”

15, Innocent and pure. If they do as Paul urges them, they will be innocent and pure. As God's per-
fect children. Compare Eph. 5:8 and note. You must shine. Compare Matt. 5:16 and note.

16. As you offer them, Joknson says: *‘Always preaching Christ in word, in life, and in deed. That was
theit work, Unless they did this they were a failure.” Reason to be proud of you. Compare I Thess.
2:19-20 and notes. .

17. Perhaps my life’s blood. Paul viewed his service to Christ as an offering for the Gentiles. In Phil,
1:25 he seems confident he will not die just yet. Perhaps here he looks into the future to the time his
life’s blood will be poured out as an offering - poured over the sacrifice of the Gentile Christian’s faith.
Paul was beheaded in Rome, either 67 or 68 A.D.

18. In the same way. “You must have this same attitude and be glad when you suffer and even die for
the gospel! In this way you will share your joy in Christ with me!”’
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Timothy and Epaphroditus

191 trust in the Lord Jesus that I will be able
to send Timothy to you soon, so that I may be
encouraged by news of you. 2°He is the only one
who shares my feelings, and who really cares
about you. *'Everyone else is concerned only
about his own affairs, not about the cause of
Jesus Christ. 22And you yourselves know how
he has proved his worth, how he and I, like a
son and his father, have worked together for the
sake of the gospel. %I hope to send him to you,
then, as soon as I know how things are going
to turn out for me. **And I trust in the Lord that
I myself will be able to come to you soon.

25] have thought it necessary to send you our
brother Epaphroditus, who has worked and
fought by my side, and who has served as your
messenger in helping me. 2*He is anxious to see
you all, and is very upset because you heard that

Timothy and Epaphroditus

I hope in the Lord Jesus to 19
send Timothy to you soon,
that I also may be cheered
when I receive news about
you. I have no one else like 20
him, who takes a genuine °
interest in your welfare. For 21
everyone looks out for his
own interests, not those of
Jesus. Christ. But you know 22
that Timothy has proved
himself, because as a son
with his father he has served
with me in the work of the
gospel. I hope, therefore, to 23
send him as soon as I see
how things go with me. And 24
1 am confident in the Lord
that I myself will come soon.

But I think it is necessary 25
to send back to you Epa-
})hroditus, my brother, fel-
ow worker and fellow sol-
dier, who is also your mes-
senger, whom you sent to
take care of my needs. For 26
he longs for all of you and is

distressed because you heard

19, To send Timothy. ‘‘Through the help of the Lord Jesus, I hope to send Timothy to you soon. He can
tell you about me, and he can bring back the good news of what you are doing!”

20. Hels. Robert Rainy says: “‘Notice the importance which may justly attach to human instrumental-
ities. One is not as good as another. Some are far more fit for use than others are. The Apostle thought
earnestly on the point who was fittest to go, and he was glad he had a man like Timothy to send. It is
true that the supreme source of success in gospel work is God Himself; and sometimes He gives un-
expected success to unlikely instruments. But yet, as a rule, much depends on men being adapted to
their work. When God prepares fresh blessing for His Church, He commonly raises up men fitted for
the service to be rendered. Therefore' we do well to pray earnestly for men eminently qualified to do the
Lord’s work.”

21. Everyone else. Paul does not mean his associates, if any are with him. MacKnight says: “For all
the teachers here seek their own pleasure and profit, and not the things belonging to Christ Jesus,”’

22. And you yourselves know. They knew Timothy well (A czs 16:3, 12). Paul speaks like a proud father/
Timothy played an important part in the spread of Christianity!

23. As soon as I know. The fact that Paul is inspired, does not mean the future is an open book to him!
He feels the need to keep Timothy with him until he hears the Emperor’s verdict!

24. And I trust. Paul has great confidence in the Lord, and may have had a vision about this, yet he
knows he cannot place an obligation on the Lord. Compare Phil, 1:25-26 and notes.

‘25, Epaphroditus. This is the messenger which the Philippian church sent to Paul. Now Paul is going to
send him back to them immediately, with this Letter.

26. He is anxious. Epaphroditus has stayed at Rome much longer than he had intended to do. He is
eager to get home, and is upset because he knows they have worried about him!
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he was sick. *"Indeed he was sick, and almost
died. But God had pity on him, and not only
on him but on me, too, and spated me even
greater sorrow, *¢I am all the more eager, then,
to send him to you, so that you will be glad again
when you see him, and my own sorrow will dis-
appear. *’Receive him, then, with all joy, as a
brother in the Lord. Show respect to all such
men as he, *°because he risked his life and nearly
died, for the sake of the work of Christ, in order
to give me the help that you yourselves could
not give.

The True Righteousness

he was ill. Indeed he was ill,
and almost died, But God
had mercy on him, and not
on him only but also on me,
to spare me sorrow upon
sorrow, Therefore I am all
the more eager to send him,
so that when you see him
again you may be glad and I
may have less anxiety, Wel-
come him in the Lord with
great- joy, and honor men
like him, because he almost
died for the work of Christ,
risking his life to make up
for the help you could not
give me.

No Confidence in the Flesh

Finally, my brothers, re-
3 joice in the Lord! It is no
trouble for me to write the

27

28

29

same things to you again,

and it is a safeguard for you,
Watch out for those dogs, 2

those men who do evil, those

. In conclusion, my brothers, may the Lord
3 give you much joy. It doesn’t bother me to
tepeat what I have written before, and it will
add to your safety. *Watch out for those who
do evil things, those dogs, men who insist on

27, Almost died. This makes some ask: “Why didn't Paul use his power to heal this man???”
MacKnight says: “Those who possessed the power of miracles could not exercise it according to their
own pleasure, but according to the ditection of the Holy Spirit; otherwise Paul would have most certainly
have healed Epaphroditus, who, as implied in verse 30, had fallen into this dangerous sickness through
fatigue which he underwent in assisting the apostle, Miracles of healing were generally wrought for
convincing unbelievers.” But God. Paul implies that Epaphroditus’ recovery was God’s response to
their earnest prayers! .

28. So thatyou. ““I could use his help here, but I send him back to you, so that your own happiness will
make me happy tool”

29. With all joy. This is a genuine praise for one who had demonstrated his willingness to lay down his
life for the Good News!!! Show respect. It is right and proper to show respect and give honor to all
who show themselves worthy of it!!!

30. Because. “‘He risked his life and nearly died! He thought no price was too high to pay, to spread the
Good News of God’s act in Christ to set men free!!l He was your proxy to me!” .

1. May the Lord. Joy from the Lord = joy in the Lord. “Be jubilant in your knowledge of the Good
News of God’s finished work in Christ!!!” To repeat. Paul had written many letters to oppose the false
teaching of the circumcision party, Since these false teachers adapted their sales talk to the prejudices
of the people, Paul had to expose it in a different way in each case. The Philippians have certainly read
the things he has already written, Now he repeats himself to expose the circumcision party in a way
especially adapted to them! If members of the circumcision party were not already there at Philippi,
they would soon be coming!!! Forewarned is forearmed!!!

2, Watch out. Compare 2 Cor, 11:13-15. Paul calls them: *those who do evil things,” and “dogs.”
In ancient times, dogs were not “‘man’s best friend,” but vicious scavengers who snarled and snapped!!!
Who insist on cutting. Compare Gal. 5: 2 and note,
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cutting the body. *For we, not they, are the ones | mutilators of the flesh. For 3
who have received the true circumcision, be- | X1 we who are g‘jt:}‘ﬁ;“g
cause we worship God by his Spirit, and rejoice thec ipiritJof God,&vh«;l glory
N . . . in Christ Jesus, and who put
in our life in Christ Jesus. We do not put any { - cL e the ﬂe,slll)—
trust in external ceremonies. ‘I could, of course, }houghhl mysﬂi{fhavereasons 4
. . 1 Or such conrndence.
put my trust in such things. If anyone thinks he | *}; anyone clse thinks he
can trust in external ceremonies, I have even ld'Aas reasons tg %ut Icl(;nﬁ-
5 s . ence in the flesh, ave .
more reason to feel that way. °I was c_:lrcumc.lsed mote: cireumcissd on the 5
when I was a week old. I am an Israelite by birth, fight{n d?y,hof thg pe(;‘plBe of
. . . srael, of the tribe of Ben-
of the tribe of_]_’:en]amm, a pure-blogded Hebrew. jomin, a Hebrew of He.
So far as keeping the Jewish Law is concerned, | brews; in regard to the law,
I was a Pharisee, and I was so zealous that I :ef&‘gsgsefﬂ:sc}fﬁ”r:}f?‘;spg; 6
persecuted the church. So far as a man can be lfegiallistic righteousness,
5 . aultless.
rlghteoqs by obeying the commands qf the Law, | 50 atever was to my 7
I was without fault. ’But all those things that I | profitInow consider loss for
_might count as profit I now reckon as loss, for g‘gt:akf cgflsclg:‘ftevgy‘;ﬁn‘; 8
Christ’s sake. ®Not only those things; I reckon | a loss compared to the sur-
everything as complete loss for the sake of what &agssc"ﬁflsgt’f:;lf:f;y"lfng‘"f‘gt
is so much more valuable, the knowledge of v;'lhose sIake Idhavz;1 lost ;Lu
: : things. I consider them rub-
Christ Jesus my Lotd. For his .sake I have thrown | pii %0 °7 may gain Christ
everything away; I consider it all as mere gar-

3. For we, not they. Compare Rom. 2:29; 4:12 and notes. By his Spirit. Both the TEV and NIV follow
the corrected Greek Text. The fact that a person is a Jew by nationality and has been circumcised, does
not give him the right to worship God. Because Christians have the Spirit (Rom. 8:15), they worship
God as sons and daughters!!! To renounce Christ, they had to renounce the Spirit also (Heb. 10:29 and
note). In external ceremonies. Compare Col. 2:11-13 and notes.

4, 1 could, of course. “If salvation came by these things, I could trust in them just as much as anyone,
as I will now show you.”

S. 1 was circumelsed. Week old = on the eighth day. “I am no Gentile converted to Judaism! My
circumcision when a week old proves it! Neither were my parents and ancestors. Gentiles converted to
Judaism, as I show you by telling you I am of the tribe of Benjamin, a pure-blooded Hebrew!” I was a
Pharisee. A member of the strictest of the Jewish sects. It was Pharisaism at its worst, not its best, that
caused its disgrace. '

6. So zealous. Because he had seen Christianity as a heresy, his zeal had driven him to try to destroy
this new thing! Certainly he never forgot what he had done in ignorance (I Tim. 1:13-16)! So far as.
Paul says all this to show that by Jewish standards, he was as good a Jew as any who ever lived (except
Christ), and that his Jewish credentials were much better than those of the circumcision party.

7. But all those things. “I could be very proud of my ancestors and my Jewish background. But now
they are just things to be thrown away, because they have no value in Christ!”’ Joknson says: “Instead
of saving him, a trust in them would have been eternal ruin.”

8. Not only. “‘Not only my Jewish heritage, but everything which men are so proud of, and by which
they try to save themselves - all of this I gladly throw away for the sake of what is so much more valuable,
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord!!!”
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bage, so that I might gain Christ, *and be com- | and be found in him, not 9
pletely united with him, No longer do I have a ggﬁ"tghaafigc‘(‘)m‘;“}:gf;’fgg
righteousness of my own, the kind to be gained | 1aw, but that which is
by obeying the Law. I now have the righteousness g‘égge%*:l sf:gsl; m“?:tnstc:lm
that is given through faith in Christ, the right- | from God and is by faith, T 10
eousness that comes from God, and is based on gg;;;‘°§p°;f‘}2:ﬁ;‘;gtfgg
faith. *°All I want is to know Christ and to exper- | and the fellowship of sharing
ience the power of his resurrection; to share in i{}(g“;lﬂ’ﬁfg“}ﬁ?hé’a"t?“:“:g 1
his sufferings and become like him in his death, so, somehow, to attain tothe
in the hope that I myself will be raised from | tesurrection from the dead.
death to life. Pressing on Toward the Goal
Not that I have already 12
Running toward the Goal ;’;’;g;“ege:}: this, or gﬁ‘r’t? eg:
2] do not claim that I have already succeeded | but! g)’fﬁg};ﬁ%‘;}‘;&{“}‘g&f
ot have already become perfect. I keep going on | took hold of me. Brothers, I 13
to try to win the prize for which Christ Jesus has | donot :ﬁgg“}f&?{fg‘ﬁyeﬁﬁ‘:
already won me to himself. **Of course, brothers, | one thing I do: Forgetting
I really do not think that I have already won it; | Whatis behing and siraning
the one thing I do, however, is to forget what is
behind me and do my best to reach what is

9. And be. Compate Rom. 8:1-4 and notes. No longer. Compare Rom, 10:3 and note. That s given
through faith. Compare Rom. 4:3 and note. We reach out through faith to seize Christ and make our-
selves part of Him!!! Compare what Paul says in Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27; 2 Cor. 5:17 and notes.

10. AllX want. Robert Rainy says: ‘‘The Christ of Paul is the Lord who met him by the way (Acts 9:5). It
is Christ dead, risen, and ascended; it is Christ with the reason and the result of His finished work made
plain, and with the relation unveiled which He sustains to men who live by Him; it is Christ with the
significance of His wonderful history for believers shining out from Him - Christ vestrrus EVANGELIO.”

11. In the hope. Union with Christ opens up Eternity!!! Some think Paul says in the hope, because the
false teachers were saying the Resurrection was already past (compare 2 Tim. 2:17-18 and notes). They
claimed to already be perfect and to have the blessings of Eternity! Thls heresy has popped up again and
again over the centuries.

12. I do not claim. Evidently the false teachers claimed they were righteous because they obeyed The
Law, and that they had already been raised from death. Paul makes no such claim!!l The prize still is
in the future for him (compare Heb. 11:40). Perfect. This word means the perfection that comes with
the end of time and the coming of Eternity. The false teachers probably claimed to be like the angels,
spiritually perfect, and they may have said this excused them from all moral laws! In contrast, Paul
says: I keep going on. Paul keeps on reaching out through faith, trying to win the prize of life for
which Christ has already won him (at Paul’s conversion).

13. Of course, brothers. ‘I was a better Jew than these false teachers, but I do not think I am as good
a Christian as they claim to be. That is, I do not claim to have already won the prize.” The one thing
Ido. ‘'l forget everything in the past and all the progtess I have already made! I do my best to cover the
part of the race that is still ahead so that I can reach the prize!!l” Paul will not allow the past to domin-
ate the present, and as he lets go the past, he can more easily reach ahead to the future,
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ahead. “So 1 run straight toward the goal in | toward what is ahead, I 14
order to win the prize, which is God’s call through | press on toward the goal to
. . ; win the prize for which God
Christ Jesus to the llfe above. has .called me heavenward in
*All of us who are spiritually mature should | ChrlstJesus.
of us who are mature 15

have this same attitude. If, however, some of you
have a different attitude, God will make this
clear to you. '*However that may be, let us.go

should take such a view of
things. And if on some point
you think differently, that
too God will make clear to

forward according to the same rules we have fol- | you. Only let us live up to 16
N what we Thave already
lowed until now. attained. .

'"Keep on imitating me, my brothers. We have | | g’°§;‘yw‘e"l‘agjgfgs ‘l;‘rg‘t’llllgt“s’ 17
set the right example for you, so pay attention to | and take note of those who
those who follow it. **I have told you this many | Lve according to the pattern

N v . we gave you. For, as T have 18
times before, and now I repeat it, with tears: | often toid you before and
there are many whose lives make them enemies | 1oV say again even with

e 19 N teats, many live as enemies
of Christ’s death on the cross. !They are going | of the cross of Christ. Their 19

destiny is destruction, their
god is their stomach, and

to end up in hell, because their god is their bodily
desires, they are proud of what they should be

14. So I run siraight toward. The goal marks the end of the race. Paul must complete his race and reach
the goal in order to be given the prize. The prize is God'’s call to life above, that is, to Eternity. Compare
the language in Rev. 11:12.

15, Who are spiritually mature. This is a play on words: he is not perfect, he is mature. Those who are
mature should have this attitude: forget the past; run straight toward the goal. If, however. It may
be that the false teachers who claimed to be perfect, also claimed God spoke directly to them. *‘If you
have a different attitude, the God who speaks to you will make this clear!” We can also understand
it: “If you really want to be perfect, God, in his word, will make this clear to you!”

16. However. ‘‘You have already run part of the race! Even though some of you have a different attitude
than I have, let us run straight toward the goal using the same rules we have followed until now!”

17. Imitating me. Robert Rainy says: “Do not mistake the whole nature of Christianity; do not alto-
gether miss the path in which God’s children go. It is one Spirit that dwells in the Church; let not your
walk forsake the fellowship of that Spirit. Christians are not bound to any human authority: Christ is
theit Master.”” We have set. Paul and the other servants of Christ have set the right example by follow-
ing Christ! The Philippians are to pay attention to see who is following this right example, and also
follow them!

18. I'have told you. Again and again Paul has warned about those who would refuse to follow the fellow-
ship of the Spirit. Compare Acts 20:29-31. Whose lives make them enemfes. They are enemies of
Christ’s death because: of their sinful lives (verse 19); their teaching about The Law (verse 9); their
refusal to suffer with Christ for the truth (verse 10). On the cross. Christ-on-the-cross is the source of
salvation (I Cor. 1:23). By teaching forgiveness through the sacrifices of The Law, the circumcision
party in effect preached a cross-less- Christ and destroyed- the very foundation of the Good News!!!
Compare Heb. 10:29 and note,

19, To end up in hell. APOLEIA. See note on Acts 8:20. Robert Rainy says: “Probably, as was said, the
Apostle is speaking of a class of men whose faults were gross, so that at least an Apostolic eye could not
hesitate to read the verdict that must be passed upon them. But then we must consider that his object
in doing this was to address a warning to men to whom he imputed no such gross failings; concerning
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ashamed of, and they think only of things that
belong to this world, **We, however, are citizens
of heaven, and we eagerly wait for our Savior
to come from heaven, the Lord Jesus Christ, **He
will change our weak mortal bodies and make
them like his own glorious body, using that
power by which he is able to bring all things
under his rule.

Instructions

So, then, my brothers—and how dear you

are to me, and how I miss you! how happy
you make me, and how proud I am of you!—this,
dear brothers, is how you should stand firm in
your life in the Lord.

their glory is in their shame,
Their mind is on earthly

things, But our citizenship 20

is in heaven, And we eagerly
await a Sayior from there,

the Lotd Jesus Christ, who, 21

by the power that enables
him to bring everything un-
der his control, will trans-
form our lowly bodies so that
they will be like his glorious

Therefore my brothets,
4 you whom I love and
long for, my joy and crown,
that is how you should stand
firm in the Lord, dear
friends!

Exhortations

1 plead with Euodia and I
plead with Syntyche to agree
with each other in the Lord.

*Euodia and Syntyche, please, I beg you, try

whom, indeed, he was persuaded for other things, even things that accompany salvation; but whom he
knew to be exposed to influences tending in the same direction, and whom he expected to see preserved
only in the way of vigilance and diligence.”

20. We, however. In contrast to those who think only of worldly things, Paul and all who imitate his
example are CITIZENS OF HEAVEN! Christians are foreigners and refugees, living in this world only
until they can go on to their heavenly home!!] For this reason, the world is no longer important to them
(although people are important). We eagerly wait. The false teachers said that sin and death had
already been conquered] Paul shows that we as Christians eagerly wait for our Savior to come! Not until
then will our salvation be complete, as he shows in verse 21, Christ’s sEcoND coming will signal the
defeat of death (7 Cor. 15:25-26)!

21, He will change. Our bodies are not vile, but weak and mortal, All that will change when Christ
comes!!! Robert Rainy says: “How decisive the change is which Christ completes at His coming - how
distinctive, therefore, and unworldly, that citizenship which takes its type from heaven where He is, and
from the hope of His appearing - is last of all set forth. . . ., In our body we carry about with us what
seems to mock the idea of an ethereal and ideal life. And when we die, the corruption of the grave
speaks of anything but hope. Here, then, in this very point the salvation of Christ shall complete its
triumph, saving us all over and all through.” Compare I John 3:1-3 and notes.

1. So then, my brothers. This burst of praise for the Philippian Christians forms the link between the
closing verses of chapter 3, and the instructions he is about to give. You should stand firm. Robert
Rainy says: *How the Apostle longed to see this victory achieved in the case of all these Philippians, who
wete the treasure and the fruit of his life and labor! Be decided about this, be clear about it, cast every
other way of it from you.”

2, Euodia and Syntyche. Macedonian women were given an unusual amount of freedom. Women were
more than usually active in the Philippian church. Lydia was the first convert, and her house became a
meetingplace (Acts ch 16), These two Philippian women had a difference of opinion, and we see in
thém the slight dissension which Paul hints at in places. What it was all about, we have no way of know-
ing. From the whole tone of this Letter, it cannot have gotten seriously out of hand as yet. Schinz says:
“In such a pure church, even slight bickerings would make a great impression.” Paul begs each of them
individually, wanting to treat each one exactly the same,
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to agree as sisters in the Lord. *And you too, my

faithful partner, I want you to help these women;-

for they have worked hard with me to spread the
gospel, together with Clement and all my other
fellow workers, whose names are in God’s book
of the living.

‘May you always be joyful in your life in the
Lord. Isay it again: rejoicel

5Show a gentle attitude toward all. The Lord
is coming soon. *Don’t worry about anything, but
in all your prayers ask God for what you need,
always asking him with a thankful heart. And
God’s peace, which is far beyond human under-
standing, will keep your hearts and minds safe,
in union with Christ Jesus.

®In conclusion, my brothers, fill your minds
with those things that are good and desetve
praise: things that are true, noble, right, pure,

Yes, and I ask you, loyal
yokefellow, help these wom-
en who have contended at
my side in the cause of the
gospel, along with Clement
and the rest of my fellow
workers, whose names are in

"the book of life.

Rejoice in the Lord always.
I will say it again: Rejoice!
Let your gentleness be evi-
dent to all. The Lord is near.
Do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything,
by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. And the
peace of God, which tran-
scends all uuderstandmg,
will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, brothers, what-
ever is true, whatever is
noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is admir-
able—if anything is excellent

or praiseworthy—think a-

3. My faithfal partner: Paul asks a third party to help these two settle their differences. Who this faith-
ful partner was, we have no way of knowing. Have worked hard. Paul certainly refers to Euodia and
Syntyche. Together with Clement. These together had worked hard to spread the gospel. Some connect
this Clement with the celebrated bishop of Rome, but others think this cannot be so! All my other fellow
workers. History gives no record of the many who helped spread Christianity! Only important is the
fact that their names are in God's book of the living (see note on Rev. 20:14-15).

4. Always be joyful! Rejoice! expresses the mood of this Letter, “Instead of being sad about the evils to
which you are exposed, may you always be joyful in your life in the Lord. And because this attitude is
very important to Christians, I say it again: rejoice!”

5. Show a gentle attitude. Gentleness and kindness are characteristics of Christ! See 2 Cor. 10:1 and
note. Coming soon. Christians live in a ““last hour” situation. See I Jokn 2:18 and note.

6. Don’t worry a_bout anything. See Mart. 6:25-34 and notes. Ask God. “Instead of worrying, you
should put yourseives in God’s hands! Let your prayer grow out of a thankful heart! Ask God for
everything you need, and he will either give it to you, or give you the strength to be patient and endure
whatever problems God allows to come yout wayl” See note on Rom. 8:26.

7. And God’s peace. Paul describes this peace which Gad gives in terms of “one who stands guard
duty to secure the area.” In unfon. God’s peace is available only to those who are united with Christ
and are in his fellowship.

8. In conclusion. Verse 6 shows that the Christian must actively reach out to God to receive God’s
peace. Paul's conclusion further explains this reaching out. Fill your minds. The Christian is constantly
faced with choices, and because he is new (2 Cor.- 5:17), he must purposely fill his (or her) mind with
those things that are good and deserve praisel!! Most of these are familjar enough to need no further
explanation. Noble = of good character, worthy, respectable. I.ovely those things whose grace
attracts, things which produce love as a response. Greeks would not view this list of virtues (ethical
qualities) as religious, but Paul does - in the context of the last hour situation (verse 5).
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lovely, and honorable. °Put into practice what | bout such things. Whatever 9
you learned and received from me, both from my | Jouhave learned or received
words and from my deeds. And the God who | me—put it into practice,
Ly 3 the God of peace wil
gives us peace will be with you. fnd o Of peace wil
Thanks for the Gift T“I‘“k‘ for the G‘f“ e 10
. . . ep s rejoice greatly in the
"How great is the joy I have in my life in the | Lord tl(llat at last you m}ve
1 renewed your concern for
Lord! After so long'a time, you once more had | Xheeq. o7, you have been
the chance of showing that you. care for me. 1| concerned, but you had no
don’t mean that you had quit caring for me— | oPPortity o show it. Lam 11
you did not have a chance to show it. “And I Ln need, orll?ave lemi:ledto
H H . e content whatever the cir-
am not saying this because I feel neglected; for I | 2 o Yt o it 12

have learned to be satisfied with what I have.
121 know what it is to be in need, and what it is to
have more than enough. I have learned this

- secret, so that anywhere, at any time, I am con-

to be in need, and I know
what it'is to have plenty, I
have learned the secret of
being content in any and
every situation, whether
well-fed or hungry, whether

living in plenty or in want, I 13
can do everything through
him who gives me strength,

Yet it was good of you to 14

tent, whether I am full or hungry, whether I have
too much or too little. '*I have the strength to
face all conditions by the power that Christ gives
me.

14But it wa$ very good of you to help me in my

9. Put into practice. Paul is saying for them to imitate the complete example which he set for them
by following Christ! Compare Phil, 3:17 and note. And the God, Faith becomes perfect through action
(James 2:22), As you reach out through faith, both God's peace and the God who gives us peace will
be yours!!!

10. How great is the joy! ‘I praise God as the source of all blessings, and I want you to know how happy
I was when Epaphroditus camhe to me with your gift!” Paul was always very sensitive about money,
because of the slander against him (I Thess. 2:5; 1 Cor. 9:3-18; 2 Cor. 11:8-9). Note that Paul is not
scolding them for taking so long, but rather praising their generosity when his circumstances gave them
one more opportunity to help! :

11. And I am not. Neglected is probably the better transiation. Would Paul be in actual need, when
there were so many Christians in Rome??? If he was, it would be due to the influence of the circumecision
party (Phil, 1:17). Probably it is not the gift itself, but the fact that they used this opportunity to show
their great love for him, that gives him such joy! Paul had learned the hard way, to be satisfied with
what he had, whether material things or companionship!

12, X know what i¢ 1s. This explains the "I have learned to be satisfied”’” of verse 11. Compare 2 Cor.
6:4-10 and notes. .

13. By the power. This sums it all up: by the power that Christ gives me. The Stoics taught that a man
ought to be self-sufficient and completely independent! Paul knows he has not done it alone! Compare
2 Cor. 9:8. ,

14, But it was very good of you. “‘Even though I could have survived, by the power that Christ gives me,
I want you to know how much I appreciate what you did! It was very good of you to help me in my
troubles!” )
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troubles. *You Philippians yourselves know very
well that when I léft Macedonia, in the early
days of preaching the Good News, you were the
only church to help me; you were the only ones
who shared my profits and losses. *More than
once, when I needed help in Thessalonica, you

share in my troubles. More-
over, as you Philippians
know, in the early days of
your acquaintance with the
ospel, when I set out from
acedonia, not one church
shared with me in the matter
of giving and receiving, ex-

15

? . . A cept you only; for even when 16
sent it to me. '7It is not that I just want to receive | I was in 'l(;hessalonitéa, you
SPhae sent me aid again and again
gifts; rather, I want to see profit a}dded to your | St T oas inaced. Not that 17
account. !*Here, then, is my receipt for every- %am lloollt(mg ffor a gft but
H Ot H 1 am looking for what may
thing you have given me—and it has been more | 2 o< ¥ your account,
than enough! I have all I need, now that Epaph- | I have received full payment 18

roditus has brought me all your gifts. These are
like a sweet-smelling offering to God, a sacrifice
which is acceptable and pleasing to him. ?And
my God, with all his abundant wealth in Christ
Jesus, will supply all your needs. 2°To our God
and Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

and even more; I am amply
supplied, now that I have
received from Epaphroditus
the gifts you sent. They are
a fragrant offering, an ac-
ceptable sacrifice, pleasing
to God. And my God will
meet all your needs accord-
ing to his glotious riches in

Christ Jesus.
To our God and Father be 20
g‘lory for ever and ever.
men.

15. You Philipplans. Paul looks back to their actions in the past. Kennedy has Paul say: “But this is
no new thing, for you have always been generous. You know this as well as I do.” Profits and losses.
Paul had given them priceless spiritual gifts! It was only squaring the account for them to share their
material things with him! Robert Rainy says: *‘In this connection it is fit we should remember that the
view we take of money, and the use we make of it, are referred to with extraordinary frequency in the
New Testament, as a decisive test of Christian sincerity. This feature of Bible teaching is very faintly
redlized by many. The other point noteworthy in relation to this Philippian gift is the assurance that it
shall be recompensed (rewarded). God will not be unfaithful to reward their work and labor of love, in
that they have ministered to His servant. We are not to shrink from the doctrine of reward [just] because
it has been perverted.”

16. More than once. Even though Thessalonica was a larger and richer city, Paul would not allow the
people there to support him (I Thess. 2:5; 2 Thess. 3:8). Some think the “more than once” also includes
other places, such as Corinth.

17. I¢is not. Again Paul’s sensitivity about money shows through. “I mention all this about your great
help in the past, not because I just want to receive gifts, but I want to see your good actions credited to
your account.” See Acts 20:35 and note.

18. Here, then. “I write paid ir full on any obligation you might have to me! Your generous gift through
Epaphroditus has more than paid any debt you might have to me! I have all I need!” A sweet smelling
offering. Compare Romn. 12:1-2 and notes. Their good actions ate praise to God (compare James 1:27
and note).

19. And my God. “Since you did not forget my needs, God will not forget yours!” Compare 2 Cor. 9:8
and note,

20. To our God and Fatller. “Let us join in praise to our God and Father who has given us this abun-
dant wealth in Christ Jesus, so that everything belongs to us (I Cor. 3:21-23) through his great lovel!l”
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Final Greetings Final Greetings

“Greetings to all God’s people who belong | (,Creet all the saints in 21
to Christ Jesus. The brothers here with me send | who are with me send greet-

' H 22 ’ ings, All the saints send you 22
you tpen‘ greetings. All God’s people here send groetings, especially  those
greetings, especially those who belong to the }\;vho 1})eilémg to Caesar’s

ousehold,

Emperot’s palace.
. The grace of the Lord 23
2*May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be| sesus chiist be with your

with you all. spirit.

21. Greetings. “‘Greetings to all in yout city who are now God’s people because they belong to Christ!”
The brothers here, This shows that Paul was not completely alone.

22. All God’s people here. He expands this greeting to include all the Christians at Rome. [Saints: see
note on I Cor. 6:11,] The Emperor's Palace. The Expositor’s Greek Testament says: “SH. point out
that a number of the names mentioned for salutation in Rom. 16 occur in the Corpus of Latin Inscrip-
tions as members of the Imperial household, which seems to have been one of the chief centers of the
Christian community at Rome, In the first century A.D. most of the Emperor’s household servants
came from the East. Under Claudius and Neto they were people of real importance. And we find, from
history, that Christian slaves had great influence over their masters.” Traditional history links Seneca,
brother of Gallio (A czs 18:12), with Paul, Josephus identifies Nero’s wife Poppaea as a Gentile converted
to Judaism (proselyte of the gate), and some think she might have become a Christian. We have no way
of knowing for sure about this, but Paul cites the Christians in the Emperor’s Palace as evidence of his
success in his service to Christ. -

23, May the grace. This is his benediction as an apostle. Spirit = human spirit = you all (as persons).




