INTRODUCTION TO
REVELATION

It is 96 A.D., the church is in what seems to be a ‘“death-struggle” with the
forces of evil, and the Christians seem to be losing! But things are not
always what they seem to be outwardly. “Write, then, the things you see,
both the things that are now, and the things that will happen afterward”
(Rev, 1:19).

To understand this book, we must first begin at the fact that it was in-
tended for the believers in John’s day and age (Rev. 1:1-3). It is God’s
answer-to the prayers and tears of severely persecuted Christians who were
scattered through the cities of Asia Minor. It must be studied in the light
of the conditions that existed in the last ten years of the First Century A.D.
It shows Jesus as the EXPEDITER (one who puts into effect an order or decree
in the shortest possible time) of God’s Plan (Rev. 5). The Trumpets of
chapter 9 answer the question: “How can a loving God allow pain and
suffering?”’ To the Christian who suffers pain, this is a Seal (compare
Rev. 7:2-3 note); but to the unbeliever, this pain and suffering is a Trumpet
of warning!

The theme of this book is stated very well in the words of Rev. 17:14.
“They will fight against the Lamb; but the Lamb, and his called, chosen,
and faithful followers with him, will defeat them, for he is Lord of Lords
and King of Kings.

Chapters 1 to 3 form the basic foundation of this entire book. Revelatioﬁ
is made up of “picture-symbols,” which, like “modern art,” are intended
to express an idea. Each of these picture-symbols presents one central idea.

It seems normal to us to write an account by *“beginning at the beginning,
going on to the end, and then stopping.” But there are other ways of look-
ing at things. The Jewish mind often arranged things according to their
importance, rather than by the order in which they happened. And some-
times they would record one event out of sequence just because it seemed
to them worthy of stress. Still another method is to work like a farmer
plowing his field: make one pass across the field, go back, move over
slightly, and make another pass, and continue until the whole field has
been covered.
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Revelation uses this third method. We find seven (the Divine number)
parallel sections in the book. All sections begin with the First Coming of
Christ, and all continue to, or past, the Second Coming.

c

*" (1) The Church in the World. chapters 1-3.
(Matr, 28:20)
(2) Trial and Persecution of the Chruch. chapters 4-7.
(John 16:33)
-+*(3) The Church VICTORIOUS! chapters 8-11.
- (Luke 18:7)
'(4) Christ versus the Dragon. chapters 12-14.
o (Gen. 3:15)
'(5) Christ’s final wrath. chapters 15-16.
o (Rom. 2:5)
(6) The fall of Babylon. chapters 15-16 17-19.
_ (2 Pet, 3:13)
(7) Christ and his Church VICTORIOUS! chapters 20-22,
(Rom. 8:37)
INTO ETERNITY FOREVER!

In Revelation, the curtain of both the present and the future is lifted, so
that we may know what is being worked out here and now, and the GUAR-
ANTEED CERTAINTY that those who win the victory through faith, will re-
cexve everything God has promised them!

£y )




THE REVELATION

OF TJOHN

This book is about what Jesus Christ re-
1 vealed, which God gave him, to show to
God’s servants what must happen very soon.
Christ made these things known to his servant
John by sending his angel to him, *and John has

Prologue

The revelation of Jesus
1 Christ, which God gave
him to show his servants
what must soon take place.
He made it known by send-
ing his angel to his servant

told all that he has seen. This is his report con- Jg n, \ﬁ/ho testlﬁ;s to every- 2
: thing he saw—that is, the
cerning the message .frm? God and the truth | BU88 B S st
revealed by Jesus Christ. *Happy is the one who morilyofJesus (}Ilhrist.}(}iless;d 3
: M 1steoneworeaste
reads this book, a.nd happy_ar.e those who listen | ° “° oo0 ) prophecy, and
to the words of this prophetic message and obey | blessed are those who hear it
what is written in this book! Fot the time is near | 1d fake to heart what is
when all this will happen. time is near.
. Greetings and Doxology
Greetings to the Seven Churches Tohn 4

‘From John to the seven churches in the prov-

To the seven churches in
the province of Asia:

ince of Asia: (
Grace and peace be yours from God, who is,
who was, and who is to come, and from the seven

Grace and peace to you
from him who is, and who
was, and who is to come, and
from the seven spirits before

The Church in the World, Chapters 1 - 3. (Mazz. 28:20)

[Chapters 1 to 3 form the basic foundation of this entire book. Revelation is made up of “picture-
symbols,” which, like “modern art,” ate intended to express an idea. Each of these picture-symbols
presents one central idea. Be careful not to try to give a ‘“deeper meaning,” any more than is necessary
to bring out this central idea. To evaluate these, ask: (1) How much description forms the entire
picture-symbol? (2) What is the central idea?]

1. Revealed. The curtain of both the present and the future is lifted (verse 19). Jesus Christ. It is his
message (see chapter 5). Which God gave him. God’s Plan is behind it all. By sending his angel.
Throughout this book, angels are given the messages to reveal. [See Heb. 1:14; Rev. 4:1; 21:9; 22:1;
22:8; ete.] John, as a prophet, is to record all this and pass it on to all mankind.

3. Happy is the one who reads. This refers to the "“lector” who read the Scriptures aloud. This blessing
is for the one who reads, those who listen and obey.

4. John to the seven churches. This is to the Roman province called Asia. Ephesus was the capital.
All seven churches are in that province. They are named in verse 11. There were other churches as well
in Asia (Acts 20:17; Col. 4:13). Seven is the perfect or sacred number, and these churches are symbolic
of all the church everywhere at every age of time. Grace and peace. A blessing, directly to the seven,
indirectly to all the church. God, who is. See Exod. 3:14. The seven spirits. Symbolic of the fullness
and perfection of the Holy Spirit.
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spirits in front of his throne, *and from Jesus | nis throne, and from Jesus 5
Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn Son | Christ, who is the faithful

: . witness, the first born from
who was raised from death, who is also the ruler | the.dead, and the ruler of
of the kings of earth. the kings of the earth,

He loves us, and by his death he has freed us hag;}?gé“&:g%,f‘gﬁ‘;f,,;"ﬁg
front our sins *and made us a kingdom of priests bis blood, and has made us 6
to serve his God and Father, To Jesus Christ be | {o o¢ 2 kingdom and priests
the glory and power forever and ever! Amen. —to bedgloryl eXm power for

"Look, he is coming with the clouds! Evety- ©' L0k, he is coming with 7
one will see him, including those who pierced '-'thed clouds, o
him. All peoples of earth will mourn over him, | %5 €verY &¥e Wit see
Certainly so! Amen. even those who picrced

‘him;

8“T am the Alpha and ’ghe Omega,” says the and all the peoples of the
Lord God Almighty, who is, who was, and who eqlrlth N "
iS tO come. wi mr.nourn ecause’ o

I Solfhaknlithbel Acxlneﬁx.
o “I am the Alpha and the 8
A Vision of Christ S)meg_a,” says the Lord God,

’I am John, your brother, and in union with w}”}2°i‘§’£"d¢3¥§’§, “the yis

Jesus I share with you in suffering, and in his | mighty.”
Kingdom, and in enduring. I was put on the { one Like a Son of Man
island named Patmos because I had proclaimed | | John, your brother and 9
God’s word and the truth that Jesus revealed. | companion in the suffering
and kingdom and patient
endurance that are ours in
Jesus, was on the island of
Patmos because of the word
of God and the testimony of

5. And from Jesus Christ. He is the faithful witness (John 8;14); the firstborn Son (Col. 1:18); the
ruler (Eph. 1:21). He loves us. Continuous love! Death . . . freed us. Our sin-offering (see I Pet.
1:18-19).

7. Look, he is coming. (Matt. 26:64; Acts 1:9-11.) Everyone. All the dead will awake. Those who
plerced him, National Israel (Zech, 12:10). All peoples of earth. Because he is coming to judge the
world (Aets 17:31).

8. 1am the Alpha and the Omega. The first and last letters of the Greek alphabet - the beginning and
the end (Isa, 41:4), All things begin and end in God (The Father - see also Rev. 21;5-6. But notice Col.
1:15-16).

9-11. I am John. He mentions himself for the third time. [The fourth and fifth times are in Rev, 21:2 &
22:8.] X share with you in suffering. All the church was being persecuted. Kingdom . . . Enduring,
Being part of Christ’s Kingdom also means enduring patiently, Island named Patmos. In some way,
John's loyalty to Christ had caused his exile to this cruel island. Historical evidence points to 95-96 A.D.
for the date of this book. Patmos is a rocky “prison house” in the south part of the Agean Sea about
thirty miles in circumference. On the Lord’s day. The resurrection of Jesus on Sunday caused that
day to be known as the Lord’s day, The letters writteri by Barnabas, Ignatius and Dionysius near this
time, speak of the Lord’s day in this way, and this “name” is commonly used ftom that time onward.
1t is not to be confused with the “‘Sabbath day’’ which was Saturday (see Smith’s Bible Dictionary, etc.).
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%On the Lord’s day the Spirit took control of | Jesus. On the Lord’s Day I 10
me, and I heard a loud voice, that sounded like | Y in the Spisit, andIheard
a trumpet, speakingbehind me. !'It said, “Write | a trampet, which said: 11
down what you see, and send the book to these | ~Wtite on a seroll what you
seven churches: in Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, (s:hurches:P to Ep}iggus,
. . * s [ 2 myrna, FPergamum, a-
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodlcga. tira, Sardis. Philadelphia
12 turned around to see who was talking to an;l Laod‘iicea.” q e 12
13 turned around to see the
me. There I saw seven gold lamp.stands. Among | . rhec sl speaking to
them stood a being who looked like a man, weat- | me. And vlvhen I 1tumed I saw
i i seven golden lampstands,
ing a robe that_ reached to !ns fget, and a gold | sever ong the Tampsiands 13
band around his chest. “His hair was white as | was someone ‘(;m;e a son l())f
: hi 5 . | man,” dressed in a robe
woo}, or as snow,.and his eyes blazpd like fire; Teaching down to his feet and
'* his feet shone like brass melted in the furn- | with a golden sash around
ace and then polished, and his voice sounded | his chest. His head and hair 14
. . t
like. a mighty waterfall. 'He held seven stars | as snow, and his eyes were
in his right hand, and a sharp two-edged sword | like blazing fire. His feet 15
. s s were like brass glowing in a
came out of his mouth. His face was as bright | furnace, and his voicehwas
s 17 H like the sound of rushing
as tlge mldd_ay sun. *"When I saw him [ fe!l dgwn et To T vight hamd 1S 16
at his feet like a dead man. He placed his right | neld seven stars, and mllat of
id, ¢ ’ i his mouth came a shar
hand on me and said, “Don’t be afraid! I am the doabinedned - mword, Hb
face was like the sun shining
in all its brilliance.
When I saw him, I fell at 17
his feet as though dead.
Then he placed his right
hand on me and said: “Do
not be afraid. I am the First

The Spirit took control of me. He was “lifted up” to that spiritual state in which revelations are given
Uohn 14:26; 2 Pet. 1:21). Write down what you see. This message was to be circulated among all the
Christians (verse 4). i

12. Isaw seven gold lampstands. He saw this first, They symbolize the seven churches (verse 20).

13. Among them. “T will be with you always!” Like a man. (John 1:14; Rom. 8:3) [Son of Man - Luke
22:69-70; Dan. 7:13.] A robe . . . a gold band. The robe of a high priest with the gold band of a king,
14. His halr was white. Not with age, but with heavenly gloryl White symbolizes purity and victory.
15. His feet . . . his voice. Along with the eyes that blaze like fire, these are symbolic of great power and
authority (see Dan. 10:6; Ezek. 43:2).

16. Seven stars. The “angels” of the churches (verse 20). Sharp two-edged sword, A symbol of God’s
word (Rev. 19:15; Epkh, 6:17). His face was as bright. See the transfiguration (Luke 9:29).

17. 1 fell down. Shock and fright! Don’t be afraid. The old love (John 14:1-3). The first and the last.
Compare verse 8. Note the similarity between God and Christ.
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first and the last. '*I am the living one! I was [ and theLast, IamtheLiving 18
y One; I was dead, and behold
dead, but look, I am alive forever and ever. 1| 1 am alive for ever and ever!
have authority over death and the world of the | And1hold the keys of death
dead, “Write, then, the thi both | e
ea 3 rite, then, the things y<_>u see, 0_ “Write, therefore, what 19
the things that ate now, and the things that will | you haye seen, what is now
201 is th t . and what will take place
happen afterward. ere is the secret meaning | later. The mystery of the 20
of the seven stars that you see in my right hand, | seven stars that you saw in
I . my right hand and of the
and of the seven gold lampstands: the seven stars | seven golden lampstands is
are the angels of the seven churches, and the | this: The seven stars are the
d th h hes.” angels of the seven churches,
seven lampstands ate the seven churches. and hthe seven larlx]lpstands
are the seven churches
The Message to Ephesus To the Church in Ephesus
T s froe “To the angel of the
2 “To _th.e’angel of the church in Ephesus write: [ 2 > 1%® Ephesus write:
This is the message from the one who holds These are the words of him
the seven stars in his right hand, who walks ;‘vlhonhﬂf;th% seven stﬁ:s in
. s -
among the seven gold lampstands. *I know what | mongthe seven golden Tamp.
you have done; 1 know how hard you have worked stanrdsh Idknow lgrourddeeds, 2
and how patient you have been. I know that | Joii etnnce T know Tt
you cannot tolerate evil men, and that you have | you cannot tole;ate “;icli:g
men at you have tes
tested those who say they are apostle_s but are | those who claim to be a-
not, and have found out that they are liars. *You OStlgstllalut are naf, ;nd gave
are patient, you have suffered troubles for my g‘;‘;;‘ever:d“;ng e onnave 3
' ardships for my name, and
have not grown weary.

18. T am the living one! Killed, but alive forever! Note the siress on life. I have authorlty Compatre
Matt, 28:18. He has authority even over death and Hades [the world of the dead]. He will raise everyone
from death at his Coming! SeeJohn 5:27-29,

19. Wrlte. John is to preserve this vision so that all may share its message. Now. Current events, dating
from the First Coming of Christ. Afterward. Those things which had not yet happened. The curtain of
both the present and the future s lifted. )
20. Seven stars, The “‘angels” of the seven churches. “Angel” means “messenger,” and is used for both
human and heavenly messengers in the Bible [in the original language]. ‘“Angels” here must refer
to the “‘evangelists”’ [preachers - see note on Eph. 4:11] of the churches since John is to write to them.
Compare Malachi 2:7; 2 Tim. 4:5.

[These seven churches are symbolic of all the church everywhere at all times, The letters to the churches
describe conditions and events which occur again and again in the history of the church in the world.
The geography of these churches can be found in a good Bible Dictionary. We concentrate on the
spiritual lesson to be learned from each of these.

The idea which would make these churches represent seven successive periods of church history is

clearly fulse, since this would make the dead church at Sardis represent the golden age of Reformation,]
1-2. To the angel of the church In Ephesus. To the evangelist. See note on Rev. 1:20, This 1s the
message, See Rev, 1:13, 16, 20. 1 know what you have done. This church had a good past record. They
had worked hard; they had aggressively carried out the Great Commission in a spirit of patience; they
had fought for the Faith (Jude 3) and tested those who made the claim to be apostles (I John 4:1-3).

3. You are patient. All the Devil could do to them did not make them give up!
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sake, and you have not given up. ‘But here is
what I have against you: you do not love me now
as you did at first. SRemember how far you have
fallen! Turn from your sins and do what you did
at first. If you don’t turn from your sins, I will
come to you and take your lampstand from its
place. *But here is what you have in your favot:
you hate what the Nicolaitans do, as much as I.

7“If you have ears, then, listen to what the
Spirit says to the churches!

“To those who have won the victory I will give
the right to eat the fruit of the tree of life that
grows in the Garden of God.”

The Message to Smyrna

#‘To the angel of the church in Smyrna write:

“This is the message from the one who is the
first and the last, who died and lived again. °I
know your troubles; I know that you are poor—
but really you are rich! I know the evil things
said against you by those who claim to be Jews,

Yet Ihold this against you:
You have forsaken your first

-love. Remember-the height

from which you have fallen!
Repent and dothe things you
did at first. If you do not
repent, I will come to you
and remove your lampstand
from its place. But you have
this in your favor: You hate
the practices of the Nicolai-
tans, which I also hate.

He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to
the churches. To him who
overcomes, [ will give the
right to eat from the tree of

life, which is in the paradise-/ "

of God.

To the Chuxch in Smyrna

“To the angel of the church
in Smyrna write:

These are the words of him
who is the First and the Last, -
who died and came to life a-
gain. I know your afflictions
and your poverty—yet you
are rich! I know the slander
of those who say they are
Jews and ate not, but are a

but are not; they are a group that belongs to

4. You do not love me. A very serious charge! Paul had planted the church here about 52.A.D. (Acts
18:19-21). This church was more than forty years old as Christ dictates the letter to John. A second
generation has grown up who do not have the intense enthusiasm, spirit, and love which the first
generation church had. Christ was not “real” to them. (Compare Joshua 24:31; Judges 2:7, 10.) They
were fiercely zealous for truth, yet they did not love Christ! [This lack of love characterized the
Pharisees. They were fanatics for truth (as they understood it) but despised everybody else (Luke
18:9-12). One who despises others, will come to despise God as well!]

5. Remember how far you have fallen! (1) They had been at a high spiritual level, (2) They had lost
their hold on Christ and had dropped into the pit of spiritual defeat (but they did not know it/].
(3) Turn! They must actively recapture this love. It is AGAPE - an act of will. I will love God; I will love
fellow man.”’ See I John 4:15-21. If you don’t. This warning speaks to every church which has lost
its ““first love.” It will cease to exist, if it does not turn from its SIN [rr 15 A s1¥ NOT TO LOVE] and re-
captute the Spirit and Power of Christ!

6. Here . . . in your favor. The Nicolaitans taught that Christian liberty gave permission to live
immorally. They were right to hate what the Nicolaitans did [not the Nicolaitans themselves].

7. If you have ears, A grim warning to listen carefully. To those who have won the victory. God’s
promise! Christian life is a battle. Tree of life. Note the stress on LiFE. [See Gen. 2:9; 3:22; Rev. 22:2.]
Garden of God. Paradise (2 Cor. 12:2-4) - the home of God’s people.

8. To the angel of the church in Smyrna. To the evargelist. See note on Rev. 1:20.

9, I know your troubles. Being a Christian at that time often meant losing your job, and hardship
followed. The Lotd tells those believers that they must not let themselves fall into self-pity. They are
poor - yet rich in spiritual things (Matt. 6:20; 19:21; Luke 12:21). Their Lord knows all this! Evil things
sald against you. These who claimed to be Jews slandered Christ and accused Christians before the
Roman officials (and did what they could to get Christians fired from their jobs). See Acts 13:50;
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Satan! °Do not be afraid of anything you are

about to suffer. Listen! The Devil will put you
to the test by having some of you thrown into
ptison; your troubles will last ten days. Be faith-
ful to me, even if it means death, and I will give
you the crown of life,

synagogue of Satan, Do not
be afraid of what you are a-
bout to suffer. I tell'you, the
devil will put some of you in
prison to test you, and you
will suffer persecution for ten
days. Be faithful, even to the
point of death, and I will give
you the crown of life,

10

1“Tf you have ears, then, listen to what the| = Hewhohasanear,lethim 11
Spirit says to the churches! ?ﬁf rc}\lv&]r?h:e E{glmgagietﬁ
“Those who win the victory will not be hurt by | comes will not be hurt at all
the second death.” by the second death,
To the Church in Pergamum
The Message to Pergamum “To the ange! of the church 12
in Pergamum write:
12¢T'o the angel of the church in Pergamum These are the words of him
iwrite: who has the sharp, double-
“This is the message from the one who has the ;Sﬁe?iigﬁr&;e‘m‘“;‘;“:a: here 13
sharp two-edged sword. *I know where you live, | his throne, Yet YouYremaig
there where Satan has his throne. You are true ;r(ﬂe'ra&ic?;edr f:ilihd;n '
to me, and you did not abandon your faith in| me evenin the days of Ani
me even during the time when Antipas, a faith- | asputto death in your city
ful witness for me, was killed there where Satan —glels;gt iifeasns lilvehséve .

lives, ““But here are a few things I have against
you: there with you are some who follow the
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak how to
cause the people of Israel to sin by eating food
that had been offered to idols, and by committing

things against you: You have
people there who hold to.the
teaching of Balaam, who
taught Balak to entice the
Israelites to sin by eating
food sacrificed to idols and

by committing sexual im- -

14:2, 5, 19, 17:5; 21:27-30; 24:2. Thesé “Jews”" are no longer God’s people.

10. Do not be afrald. You may suffer, but do not fear. The Devil. He is the power behind those who
claim to be Jews. [“Jew” in the Bible is applied to different groups of people. Sometimes it means
specifically the Pharisees, Sadducees and teachets of the Law (the group who rejected Christ).] Your
troubles will last ten days. A definite, full, but short period of time. See Mart, 24:22; 2 Cor. 4:8-9; 1 Pet.
1:6-9. Be faithful to me. Not just until death, but even if it costs you your life! Crown of life. Note the
emphasis on victory over death! (See also 2 Tim. 4:7-8.)

11. Not be hurt by the second death. Life eternal to those who win the victory! The second death is
eternal separation from God (Rev. 20:14).

12, To the angel of the church in Pergamum. To the evangelist, See note on Rev. 1:20. Sharp two-
edged sword. See Rev. 1:16.

13. I know where you live. They lived in a center of Satan-inspired ido! wotship, Christians were asked
to burn incense to the fetish of the emperors and to say “Caesar is our Lord.” You are true to me. They
resisted the temptation to repudiate Christ to save themselves, They kept their faith even when Antipas
was martyred, [The identity of Antipas is not known,]

14, A few things. Probably, they emphasized individuality to the point where church discipline was
ignored, In the error of Balaam (Num. 25:2; 31:16) false teachers at Pergamum taught Christians
to join in the feasts of idols and the sex orgies. They may have taught that this was allowed in order
to escape persecution.
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immorality. !*In the same way, you also have | morality. And you have 15
people among you who follow the teaching of the ;’;ge;sf vho hold tothe teach- ¢
Nicolaitans. !*Turn from your sins, then! If not, | pent therefore! Otherwise, é
5 [ will soon come to you an
I will come to you soon and fight against those | Ty fight against them with
people with the sword that comes out of my | thesword of my mouth.
mouth He who h:s asnear, lethim 17
. . hear what the Spirit says to
17If you have ears, then, listen to what the | the churches. To him-who
Spirit says to the churches! gﬁ‘h?'l‘]‘fdsd o Il give some
“To those who have won the victory I will | also give him a white stone
give some of the hidden manna. I will also give ;‘t’“‘]‘( bl o’ﬁ;“fowl’lﬁf':vgg
each of them a white stone, on which a new name | receivesit.
is written whlch no one knows except theonewho | . . Thyatira
receives it. “To the angel of the church 18
in Thyatira write:
The Message to Thyatira s Thefs% are the}:l words of the
) . . Son of God, whose eyes are
18T0 the angel of the church in Thyatira write: lfnkeE bla]z'll?gbﬁre.aﬁx% \i)vhose
6 o 4 eet arc iike burnished brass.
This is the message from the Son of God, | [iygy your deeds, your love 19
whose eyes blaze like fire, whose feet shine like | and faith, your s&ar:l:ci and
. 19 k perseverance, and that you
polished brass. "’I know what you do. T know [ ZE5 a0 thanyou
your love, your faithfulness, your service, and | did atfirst. _ )
your patience. I know that you are doing more |  Nevertheless, I have this 20
now than you did at first. 2°But here is what I | that woman Jezebel, who
have against you: you tolerate that woman Jeze- ;:‘r‘ie‘;i’}ff;gzgg‘s‘fe‘:gss pod
bel, who calls herself a messenger of God. She | servants into sexual immo-
teaches and misleads my servants into commit- | rality and the eating of food
ting immorality and eating food that has been

15. In the same way. Nicolaitans - see verse 6.

16. Turn from your sins. Forgiveness requires turning from sin first. If not I will come. A grim warning
to the unrepentant.

17. If you have ears. Listen! Hidden manna. The bread of life is Jesus Christ - hidden from the world.
A white stone, The symbol of being pronounced *“not guilty.” It implies victory over sin and the Devil.
A new name. Symbolic of the new relationship the Christian will have with God and Christ in that
Eternal World (compare 2 Cor. 5:17-21).

18. To the angel of the church in Thyatira. To the evangelist. See note on Rev. 1:20.

19. I know what you do. They had done the opposite of the church at Ephesus. They had continued
to grow stronger in their “first love,” and showed this in the way they helped the poor.

20. But here Is what I have against you. Here.in Thyatira, labor guilds were centefed around an idol. -
Sex orgies and drunkenness were part of the activity of these guilds. Obviously a Christian could not
take part in this sort of thing, so, he lost his job! This created terrific pressure on the Christians to
participate in these orgies, so he could keep his job and feed his family (see I Pet. 4:4; compare I Cor.
7:26-28). Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, symbolizes seduction, idolatry and immorality [1 Kings 16:31; 18:4;
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offered to idols. *'I have given her time to turn
from her sins, but she does not wish to turn
from her immorality. **And so I will throw her on
a bed where she and those who committed adul-
tery with her will suffer terribly. I will do this
now, unless they repent from the wicked things
they did with her. 2°I will also kill her followers,
and then all the churches will know that I am he
who knows men’s thoughts and wishes. 1 will
repay each one of you according to what you
have done.
?4“But the rest of you in Thyatira have not
followed this evil teaching; you have not learned
“what the others call ‘the deep secrets of Satan,’
I say to you that I will not put any other burden
on you. **But you must hold firmly to what you
have until I come, ?6-2To those who win the
victory, who continue to do what I want until
the very end, I will give the same authority which
I received from my Father: I will give them au-
thority over the nations, to rule them with an
iron rod and to break them to pieces like clay
pots. I will also give them the morning star.

sacrificed to idols. I have 21
ﬁiven her time to repent of

er immorality, but she will
not. So I will cast her on a 22
bed of suffering, and I will
make those who commit
adultery with her suffer in-
tensely, unless they repent of
her ways, I will strike her 23
children dead. Then all the
churches will know that Iam
he who searches hearts and
minds, and I will repay each
of you according to your
deeds, Now I say to the rest 24
of you in Thyatira, to you
who do nothold to her teach-
ing and have not learned
Satan’s so-called deep se-
crets (I will not impose any
other burden on you): Only 25
hold on to what you have un-
til I come.

To him who overcomes 26
and does my will to the end, -
1 will give authority over the
nations—

‘He will rule them with a 27

arod of iron
and dash them to pieces
like pottery'— )
just as I have received au-
thority from my Father. I 28
will also give him the morn-

19:1-2]. Here “Jezebel” symbolizes a faction in the church who developed an ‘“‘easy way out.” What
they said must have been this: “You can’t conquer sin unless you experience it. If you learn the deep
things of Satan by worshiping the idol and joining the orgy, you will be a better Christian.” The church
at Thyatira was permitting this, but the One whose “‘eyes blaze like fire’’ 'is not to be fooled! He has
said: ‘“You must be holy, because I am holy” (I Pet. 1:16).

21. I have given her time. It is God’s wish that everyone would turn from sin. Even Jezebel is offered
the opportunity to repent. (See why Jesus came! John 3:16-17.)

22. And so I will throw her, A “bed” and “terrible suffering” are symbolic of God’s wrath. Those
who refuse to turn from their sin bring upon themselves certain punishment!

23. 1 will also kill her followers. A grim threat of Diviné vengeance upon those who “follow Jezebel”
(by participating in this sin), Then all the churches will kmow. God loves us (see Rom. 5:8-11) and
wants to bless us. But sin brings punishment, sometimes in this life (see Ananias and Sapphira -
Acts 5:1-11).

24. But the rest of you. Some were faithful and had not followed the false way of Jezebel. Any other
burden. Only to avoid the sins of the faction. [Compare Acts 15:28-29.]

25. But you must hold firmly. To the gospel of Christ which the apostles had taught them.

26-28. To those who win the victory. The world may seem to be winning now, but it is the Christians
who really are ruling the world right now at this time! (See Rev. 8:3-5; 5:8-10; Rom. 5:17.) I will -
give them authority. A just reward for the suffering Christian! (Compare Luke 19:17; 1 Cor. 4:20.)
The morning star. The right to share in Christ’s glory! (Compare Rev. 22:16; 2 Pet. 1:19.) X you
have ears. Grim warning to the wicked; confident hope to the friends of God!
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3

2“If you have ears, then, listen to what the.

Spirit says to the churches!”

The Message to Sardis

“To the angel of the church in Sardis write:
3 “This is the message from the one who has
the seven spirits of God and the seven stars, I
know what you are doing; I know that you have

ing star. He who has an ear, 29

let him hear what the Spirit
says.to the churches.

To the Church in Sardis

“To the angel of the

3 church in Sardis write:
These are the words of him
who holds the seven spirits of
God and the seven stars. [
know your deeds; you have a
reputation of being alive,

the reputation of being alive, even though you are | yy; you are dead. Wake upl 2
dead! 2So wake up, and strengthen what you sarg?gg:?lttvgg?: Lemains
still have, before it dies completely. For I find | 1ot found your deeds com-
that what you have done is not yet perfect in the | plete in thesight of my God.

. IR b then hat vou Remember, therefore, what 3
sight of my God. *Remember, ien, what y you have received and heard;
were taught and how you heard it; obey it, and | obey it, and repent. But if

s If d t k 1 will you do‘not walge up, 1 will
turn from your sins. If you do not wake up, come like a thief, and you
come upon you like a thief, and you will not even m not lé?gwoit what time [

com .
know the hour when I come. ‘But a few of you | "yetyo have s few people 4
there in Sardis have kept your clothes clean. You | in Sardis who have not sotled

. . lothed i hite. b use you th_exr clothes. They_wﬂl wlalk
will walk with me, clothed in white, because y with me, dressed in white,
are worthy to do so. *Those who win the victory (f)or rthey are \H?rlt‘lll(yﬂﬁle wgg 5

. . [ . . vercomes will, likethem,
will be clothed like this in white, and I will 10t | gressed in white. 1 will never
remove their names from the book of the living. erase hfisli%]an})eutfmt‘r]ll the

. 00K O €, wl1 -

In the presence of my Father and of his angels I | ynowledge his name before

will declare openly that they belong to me. my Father and his angels.
He who has an ear, let him 6

8“If you have ears, then, listen to what the
Spirit says to the churches!”

hear what the Spirit says to
the churches.

1. To the angel of the church in Sardis. To the evangelist. See note on Rev, 1:20. I know what you are
doing. Sardis was sinking into the death of spiritual apathy. Christ has the *‘seven [life-giving] spirits”
of God. He knows their need of life, and calls for them to repent and live.

2. So wake up. Sardis still has a good name, but it sleeps spiritually. In Pergamum and Thyatira, a
small part of the church had been captured by the temptation of the world. At Sardis, almost the entire
church had fallen. But, there is still hope that renewal can come! Not yet perfect. The forms were there,
and the ceremonies, but the spirit and power were lacking (compare 2 Tim. 3:5).

3. Remember . . . obey it. They had received the gospel of Christ. They must obey it again, as they had
once done. Like a thief. A grim warning of sudden disaster, if they do not repent,

4. But a few of you. God had some few who were still faithful to him. These were “‘lights” in the dark-
ness. Clothed in white. Symbolic of the victory of God’s people (see Isa. 61:10; Rev. 19:8).

5. Those who win. Those who are spiritually dead will have their names erased from the book of the
living. Those who win will receive everything the Lord has promised them! [Book of the living: ancient
cities wrote the names of their citizens in a book. Criminals had their names erased, also the dead.] I
will declare openly. See Matt. 10:32-33, Christ will cite those who cite him! [crrE: to single out and call
special attention to.]

6. If you have ears. A warning to listen to Jesus and to obey his command.
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The Message to Philadelphia To the Church in
g Philadelphla
“To the angel of the church in Philadelphia | . . angel of the church 7
write; ““This is the message from the one who is | in Philadelphia write:
holy and true, who holds the key that belonged to |  These arethe words ofhim
; . who is holy and true, who
David, who opens so that none can close, Who | pqidsthe keyof David, What
closes so that none can open. I know what you hedopeln:s, Bo one can shut;
do; I know that you have a little power; you have | &he ot e <3 o one o
followed my teaching and have been faithful to | See, Iha;eplzzlclefiy before you
4 T
me. I have opened a door before you, which no | PTG, ‘tat you have
one can close. “Listen! As for that group that | lttle strength, yet you have
belongs to Satan, those liats who claim that they gggfeg‘fnyﬁg%‘;“‘}v?fﬁv;:@; 9
are Jews, but are not, I will make them come | those wfhg are ofhthel syna-

. : gogue of Satan, who claim to
before you and bow down at your feet. They will | §8.0 70 0 tes are not,
all know/that I love you, '°Because you have kept | but are liars—I will make
my order to be patient, I will also keep you safe | e ?&’I‘Zﬁ’&fi&i&‘i’éﬁ;ﬁ
from the time of trouble which is coming upon | that I have loved you, Since 10
the whole world, to test all the people on earth. | Jo',nave kept joy commang
T am coming soon. Keep safe what you have, slso kecp you from the hour

: : . of trial that is going to come
so that no one will rob you of your victory prize. | 5 e whole world to test
12] will make him who is victorious a pillar in the | those who live on the earth.
temple of my God, and he will never again leave | 2™ coming soon. Eié 11
it. I will write on him the name of my God, and | no one will take your crown.

Him who overcomes I will 12
make a pillar in the temple
of my God, Never again will
he leave it. I will write on him

7. To the angel of the church in Phlindelphla. To the evangelist. See note on Rev. 1:20. Who holds
the key. A key opens and shuts. Christ has the authority to do this. He has the power of David’s throne
(Isa, 22:22; Matt, 16:19; 28:18; Rev, 5:5; Acts 15:15-18),

8. I kmow what you do. Christ knows their living faith and their spiritual strength. I have opened a
door. Symbolic of great opportunities (compare Acts 14:27; 1 Cor, 16:9; 2 Cor, 2:12; Col. 4:3).

9, Listen! As for that group. Bitter opposition from those who'claim to be Jews. (See note on Rev., 2:9.)
I will make them come. Vlctory over the opposition. Also, some of these who fight against them will
come to Christ and join in praising him.

10. Because you have kept. They lived their faith (compareJames 2:14-26), They continued to proclaim
the gospel. I will also keep you safe. A promise of Divine protection. Note that it goes hand in hand
w1tb “Keep safe what you have” in the next verse, The ‘‘time of trouble” comes on the earth again and
again, to test people and to call them to turn to God. (Compare Rev. 16:10-11; Acts 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9.)
11. I am coming soon. His promise. Jesus comes in judgment through his angels (Rev. 1:1). He will
come in person at the Second Coming (Rev. 1:7).

12. 1 will make him. The victory prize is to be permanently with God! See Psalm 27:4. In the temple.
The church of Christ (Eph. 2:22). I will write on him. When one enters Christ’s church, the spiritual.
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the name of the city of my God, the new Jeru- | the name of my God and the
salem, which will come down out of heaven from | name of the city of my God,
. . . the new Jerusalem, which is
my God. I will also write on him my new name. coming down out of heav]en
1366 3 from my God; and I will also
1 If you have ears, thgn, listen to what the | o my =ec o ey mame,
spirit says to the churches! He who has an ear, let him 13
. hear l;vhaf_l the Spirit says to
the churches.
The Message to Laodicea '
. . To the Church in Laodicea
14“To the angel of the church in Laodicea |
. To the angel of the church 14
write: | inLaodicea write:
“This is the message from the Amen, the | , Theseare the wordsof the
. N . . . Amen, the faithful and true
faithful and true witness, who is the origin of all | vimess, the ruler of God’s
that God has created. *I know what you have | creation. I know your deeds, 15
. that you are neither cold nor
done; I know that you are neither cold nor hot. | hot. T wish you were either
How I wish you were either one or the other] | oneortheotherl So, because 16
16 b barel ither hot ou are lukewarm—neither
But ecause yO}l are a.l'e y warm, neither no ot nor cold—I am about to
nor cold, I am going to spit you out of my mouth! %’olg you Oiltagf b “Iw}lll;?e .
7] am rich and well off,’ you say, ‘I have all I acquired wealth and do not
need.” But you do not know how miserable and gg:d t:afll;i:gthgut you ;irg
pitiful you are! You are poor, naked, and blind. | yretched, efmful, po%r, blind
18] advise you, then, to buy gold from me, pure | and naked. I counsel you to 18
. . . . buy from me gold refined in
gold, in order to be rich., Buy also white clothing | the fire, so you can become
to dress yourself and cover up your shameful fviggr :gd ovlvlhcl;: gﬁesoﬁg
nakedness. Buy also some medicine to put on shamoful nakedness: “and
yout eyes, so that you may see. '°I reprove and salge ;g gel;t on your eyes, 50
punish all whom I love. Be in earnest, then, and | "Tfoce whom I love I re- 19
buke and discipline. So be

temple on earth three names are written on him [Father, Son, Holy Spirit - Matt. 28:19]. When he
enters the Eternal temple, three names are written on him [the rame of my God, the name of the city
of my God, my new name (Jesus speaking)}.

13. If you have ears. Listen carefiilly to the words of promise!

14, To the angel of the chuxch in Laodicea. To the evangelist. See note on Rev. 1:20. The Amen, See
2Cor. 1:20.

15. I know what you have done. Sardis was sinking into death, but Laodicea was already dead spirit-
ually. Christ has no word of praise for them. They are barely warm (tepid). They are not hostile to
Christ, but neither do they love him.

16. Y am going to spit you out of my mouth. Symbolic of intense disgust!

17. 1 am rich and well off. They liad lots of money and a very high standard of living. But they had
mistakenly substituted this for spiritual wealth. [They were a success by the world’s standards.] You are
poor, naked, and blind. This was how God saw them.

18. I advise you. A call to turn to Christ! Gold. Symbolic of true wisdom (Col, 2:3). White clothlng.
Symbolic of union with Christ (Matt. 22:11-13; Gal. 3:27). Medicine. Symbolic of being able to “see”
the truth (I John 2:20), and of “removing blindness.”

19. Ireprove and punish all whom Ilove. As a father spanks his children to teach them (Heb. 12:5-11).
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turn from your sins. *°Listen! I stand at the door

and knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens.
-the door, I will come into his house and eat with

him and he will eat with me. 2'To those who win
the victory I will give the right to sit by me on
my throne, just as I have been victorious, and
now sit by my Father on his throne. 2“If you
have ears, then, listen to what the Spirit says to

And the voice that sounded like a trumpet,
which I had heard speaking to me before, said,
“Come up here, and I will show you what must

earnest, and repent. Here |
am| I stand at the door and
knock, If anyone hears my
voice and opens the door, I
will go in and eat with him,
he with me.

To him who overcomes, 1
will give the right to sit with
me oh my throne, just as I
overcame and sat down with
my Father on his throne, He
who has an eat, let him hear

‘the churches!” what the Spirit says to the
B churches.”
Worship in Heaven The Throne in Heaven
. . . . After this I Jooked, and
4 At this point I had another vision, and saw fhere b_efzre ox;q was
an open door in heaven. door standing open in heay-

en, And the voice I had first
heard speaking to me like a
trumpet said, “Come up
here, and I will show you
what must take place after

20

21

22

happen after this.” ?At once the Spirit took this." At once T was in the 2
. [ < 1T, a €re berore me
control of me. There in heaven was a throne, w‘;s“;‘m,.,e_in heaven with
with someone sitting on it. *His face gleamed like | someone sitting on it. And 3
h P : d lian: all the one whosat therehad the -
such precious stones as jasper and carnelian; all | ;ppearance of jasper. and
around the throne there was a rainbow the color | carnelian. A rainbow, resem-
f 1d. *T itel d the th bling an emerald, encircled
of an emerald. ‘In a circle around the throne | e throne. Surrotnding the 4

were twenty-four other thrones, on which were
seated twenty-four elders dressed in white and

throne were twenty-four
other thrones, and seated on
them were twenty-four el-

20. Listen! I stand at the door and knock. Christ is always knocking at the door, but they must turn
from sin and open the door to him. Faith and turning from sin are man’s action. These are Christ’s
own people, but they have forgotten him and are being called to renewal.

21. To those who win the victory. The promise is available! Sit by me. Share his rule (compare I Cor.
6:2-3). Just as I have been victorious, He has already defeated Satan (Heb. 12:2).

22. M you have ears, then. A grim word of warning; but also a promise!

Trial and Persecution. Chapters 4 - 7. (John 16:33)

Back To FIrsT COMING OF CHRIST

Chapters 4 - 7 begin with the First Coming and deal with the church being persecuted and tested in
the world. Jesus says: *‘But be brave! I have defeated the world!” (John 16:33).

Chapter 4 relates to God and Cteation. The central idea is that God’s throne [his authority, sovereignty,
etc.] is the ABSOLUTE CENTER of the Universe, and that he 1s IN coNTROL!

1. Thad another vislon. John is given a series of visions in this book. An open door in heaven. So that
he can see how God looks at our entire Universe! Come up here. To the throne as it appears in the
vision! Note that chapters 4 & 5 teach ONE MAIN LESSON - ‘Jehovakh reigns; let the peoples tremble!”

3-6. God's throne is the spiritual center of the universe. Words can only hint at his glory! Jasper. A
diamond - white, brilliant - symbolic of holiness. Carnellan. A topaz - bloody red - symbolic of judgment
and wrath, Rainbow. Symbolic of the storm ending! God’s promise through Christ (compare Rom.
8:28). Twenty-four elders. Symbolic of God’s people in both the Old and New Testaments. They are
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wearing gold crowns. ‘From the throne came d%r.s. Thﬁ] were dresstfed ig
: : y white and had crowns of go

flashes of lightning, sounds, and peals of | TFSC0,E o Ehe s
thunder. There were seven lighted torches burn- | throne came flashes of light-
ing before the throne; these are the seven spirits | fing, cumblings and peals of
of God. ¢In front of the throne there was what | seven lamps were blazing.
looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal. hese are the seven spirits of -

Surrounding the throne, on each of its sides, | there was what looked like a
were four living creatures covered with eyes in Sei}:ftglea?en ‘ileerafaﬂ;iﬁggf:;-e
front and in back. "The first living creature | throne, werefour livingerea-

g
looked like a lion; the second looked like a calf; %ﬁse‘;‘e‘g they were covered
the third had a face like a man’s face; and the | back. The first living crea- 7
fourth looked like a flying eagle. *Each one of the | ture wes like & lion, the sec
four living creatures had six wings, and they were ?ad 2 face1 like 2 man the

H nei ourth was like a flying eagle.
covered over .w1?h eyes, mslde_ and out. They Bach of the four [ving o 8
never stop their singing day or night: tures hdad Siﬁ‘ wings and was
M 3 covered with eyes all around,
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God b A wings. Dy
Almighty, . and night they never stop
who was, who is, and who is to come.” G ioly. ho. hol
"The four living creatures sing songs of glory | i ineLor'God Almighty,
and honor and thanks to the one who sits on the whovas, and s
throne who lives forever and ever. When they do | . an ‘;t"l‘?".me'
10 1d fall d bef th enever the living crea- 9
50, 'the twenty-four elders fall down before the | tures give glory, honor and
one who sits on the throne, and worship him who | thanks to him whosits on the
! ; . throne and who lives for ever
lives forever and ever. They throw theit crowns | and ever the twe€t¥.fout el 10
ders fall down before him
before the throne, and say, who:sits on the throne, and
worship him who lives for
ever and ever. They lay their
crowns before the throne and
.say:

dressed in white to show purity, and wear gold crowns to show victory over death (see Rev. 2:10).
Lightning, sounds, thunder. Symbolic of God’s mighty power. Seven spirits of God. Seven is the Divine
complete number. Symbolic of the Holy Spirit. A sea of glass. Symbolic of God’s purifying power
(compare Rev. 7:14). Four living creatures. These are Cherubim (a spécial type of angel) - they sym-
bolize the total creation (see Ezek. I & 10; Rom. 8:20-21). [The Cherubim were fifteen feet tall! See
1 Kings 6:23(1}

7-8. Angels everywhere have strength, offer service, have intelligence and are swift. See Psalm 103:
20-21; Heb, 1:14; Dan, 9:21; Luke 12:8; 5:10. Lion. Symbolizes strength. Calf. Symbolizes service.
Man. Symbolizes intelligence. Eagle. Symbolizes swiftness. Wings, eyes. Symbolize unceasing activity.
[The central idea of the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures is to clearly show the impor-
tance of The Throne. They surround The Throne in praise and honor, always ready to carry out the will
of God.] .

9-11. In these verses, all Creation (symbolized by the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures)
praise the Triune God - ELoHIM - on his Throne, and worship their Creator. The picture is one of con-
tinuing, ceaseless worship. The song (verse 11) praises God for Creation and for his will which gave
existence and life to all things (compare Col. 1:15-20).
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1Our Lord and God! You are worthy
to receive gloty, honot, and power.
For you created all things,
and by your will they were given exis-
tence and life.”

The Scroli and the Lamb .

I saw a scroll in the right hand of the one

who sat on the throne; it was covered with
writing on both sides, and was sealed with seven
seals. *And I saw a mighty angel, who announced
in a loud voice, ‘“Who is worthy to break the seals
and open the scroll?” *But no one was found in
heaven, or on earth, or in the world below, who
could open the scroll and look inside it. “I cried
bitterly because no one had been found who was
worthy to open the scroll or look inside it. *Then
one of the elders said to me, ‘“Don’t cry. Look!
The Lion from Judah’s tribe, the great descent-
ant of David, has won the victory and can break
the seven seals and open the scroll.”

*You are worthy, ourLord 11

and God,
toreceiveglory and honor
and power,
for you created all things,
and by your will they were
created and
have their being,”

The Scroll and the Lamb

Then I saw in the right

hand of him who sat on
the throne a scroll with writ-
ing on both sides and sealed
with seven seals, And I saw a
mighty angel. proclaiming in
a loud voice, “Whois worthy
to break the seals and open
the scroll?'* But no one in
heaven or on earth or under
the earth could open the
scroll or even Jook inside it.
I wept and wept because no
one was found who was
worthy to open the scroll or
look inside, Then one of the
elders said to me, “Do not
weep! See, the Lion of the
tribe of Judah, the Root of
David, has triumphed, He is
able to open the scroll and
its seven seals.”

Chapter 5 relates to God's Lamb (Jesus Christ) and his work of “buying men for God, '’ The last two
verses of this chapter are the praise of the total Universe, joined together in worship to God and the
Lamb.

1. Scroll, This is symbolic of God’s Eternal Plan - his purpose for the total Universe throughout
history. {Books in ancient times, were made by gluing together pages to form a sheet many feet in
length, These were rolled up for storage.] Sealed. Scrolls were sealed to prevent unauthorized use.
These were often arranged so that breaking the first seal would allow access to the first part. Then a
second seal would have to be broken to give access to further material. The SEALED scroll symbolizes
God's Plan undisclosed and unexecuted,

2, Who is worthy? Only someone with authority could break the seals.

3. But no one was found, No one, man or angel, had the authority to break the seals and execute
God’s Plan.

4. Icried bitterly, John, in the vision, feels the dismay of Creatlon as God’s Scroll remains sealed.

S. Then one of the elders. Not an angel, but an elder (Rev. 4:4), speaks the good news! Look! Jesus
Christ has won the victory! He is the ‘‘Lion from Judah's tribe” (Gen. 49:9-10); and ‘‘the great descen-
dant of David” (Isa. 11:1-10; Matt. 22:41-45). He won the victory through his death (Luke 9:31).
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*Then I saw a Lamb standing in the center of | ThenIsaw 8 Lgmb llook- 6
ing as if it had been slain,
the throne, surrounded by the four living| 182! g in the center of the
creatures and the elders. The Lamb appeared to | throne, encircled by the four
have been killed. It had seven horns and seven| ine g:a{l‘;ffss:;‘gnﬂl‘;;];
eyes, which are the seven spirits of God that have | and seven eyes, which are the
been sent into all the world. "The Lamb went and | seven spirits of God sent out
. into all the earth. He came 7
took the scroll from the right hand of the one who | and took the scroll from the
8 : ivi right hand of him who saton
sat on the throne. °As he did so, the four living | fghthand ofbim whosaton

creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down
before the Lamb. Each had a harp, and gold
bowls filled with incense, which are the prayers
of God’s people. *They sang a new song:.

had taken it, the four living
creatures’ and the twenty-
four elders fell down before
the Lamb. Each one had .a
harp and they were holding

golden bowls full of incense,
which are the prayers of the
saints. And they sang a new 9

‘“You are worthy to take the seroll
"and to break open its seals.

song:
For you were killed, and by your death Y ou are worthy to take
you bought men for God, th% scroll l
s : and to open its séals,
from every tribe, language, nation, and because you were slain,
race. and with your blood you
purchased men for God

1%You have made them a kingdom of
priests to serve our God,
and they shall rule on earth.”

from every tribe and
language and people
and nation.
You have made themto 10
be a kingdom and
priests to serve our

and théy will reign on the
earth.”

6. Then I saw a Lamb. Not the Lion, but the Lamb. Center of the throne. This shows both the author-
ity of Jesus, and the authority of his act of sacrifice on the Cross. Seven horns, Symbolic of his authority.
Seven eyes. Symbolic of the Holy Spirit (Rev. 1:4; Eph. 2:22).

7-8. The Lamb went and took the scroll. The sovereignty of both heaven and earth is given into his
hands! [See Heb. I & 2; Phil. 2:6-11.] As he did so. As he takes the scroll and is made King of Creation,
there is a great burst of praise from the four living creatures [Creation] and the twenty-four elders
[God’s people in all ages of time]. Harps. Symbolic of great happiness (compare Rev. 18:22). Gold
bowls. Symbolic of prayer and thankfulness.

9-10. The praise of the created and the Redeemed! By your death. The bloody death-of the Cross is
the PRICE of buying men [men and whmen] for God (Rev. 1:6). A kingdom of priests. In Christ’s king-
dom (Col. 1:13) everyone is a priest. Christ himself is the high priest. Alford (Greek Testament) says:
*The present BASILEUOUSIN [they shall rule] is not to be rendered as a future, but keeps its own mean-
ing (the whole aspect and reference of this heavenly vision being not future, but present: the world and
church as now existing, compare Eph 2:6).” Those who are bought for God: (1) are made into a King-
dom; (2) become priests; (3) receive kingly authority. These things are true, even though God’s people
are petsecuted and insulted,
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11Again I looked, and I heard angels, thou-
sands and millions of them! They stood around
the throne, the four living creatures, and the
elders, *?and sang in a loud voice,
“The Lamb who was killed is worthy
to receive power, wealth, wisdom, and -
strength,
honor, glory, and praise!”

And I heard every creature in heaven, on.

eatth, and in the world below, and every
creature in the sea—all creatures in the whole
universe—and they were singing,

“To him who sits on the throne, and to

the Lamb, '
be praise and honor, glory and might,
forever and ever!”’
14The four living creatures answered, ‘‘Amen!”

And the elders fell down and worshiped.

The Seals

Then 1 saw the Lamb break open the first of
6 the seven seals, and I heard one of the four
living creatures say in a voice that sounded like

1y

1

Then 1 looked and heard
the voice of many angels,
numbering thousands upon
thousands, and tenthousand
times ten thousand. They
encircled the throne and the
living creatures and the el-
ders. In a loud voice they
sang:

“Worthyis the Lamb, who

was slain,

to receive power and

wealth and wisdom
and strength

and honor and glory and

praisel”

Then I heard every crea-
ture in heaven and on eatth
and under the earth and on
the sea, and all that is in
them, singing:

“To him who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb
be praise and honor and
glory and power,
for ever and ever!”
The four living creatures
said, ‘“Amen,” and the elders
fell down and worshiped.

The Seals

I watched as the Lamb
6 opened the first of the
seven seals. Then I heard
one of the four living crea-
tures say in a voice like thun-

11

14

v .
)

11. Again I looked. Still a vision. The angels of heaven join the Created and the Redeemed to praise

Jesus.

12, And sang in a loud volce. They sing the pralses of Jesus for his act of death which sets men free from
the results of sin. Christ demonstrated that he is “worthy"” by his heroic sacrifice (Eph. 3:8-11).

13. And I heard every creature. Every being joins in the chorus of praise to God and the ‘Lamb! It is

God's act in Jesus the Lamb, which allows God to give the verdict of “not guilty” in regard to those
who were “paid for” by the death of Christ. The total Universe shares in the benefits of this act (Rom.

8:20-21; Col. 1:20).

14. Amen. The four living creatures place their seal of approval on the worship. And the elders. They,
too, fall down to worship the Triune God, and especially the Lamb. [It was a custom in the ancient
world to fall down with the face pressed to the ground as a sign of submission and worship.]

In chapters 6 & 7, the Lamb who took ‘the sealed scroll (Rev, 5:7), now begins to open the seals and to

disclose a sequence of events.

1. Then Isaw. The Lamb breaks open the first of the seals. Come, The four hvmg creatures (cherublm)

take turns introducing a horseman,
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thunder, “Come!” *I looked, and there was a
white horse. Its rider held a bow, and he was
given a crown. He went out as a conqueror to
conquer.

*Then the Lamb broke open the second seal;
and 1 heard the second Iliving -creature
say, “Come!” ‘Another horse came out, a red
one. Its rider was given the power to bring war

" on the earth, that men should kill each other; he
was given a large sword. -

*Then the Lamb broke open the third seal; and
I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” 1
looked, and there was a black. horse. Its rider
held a pair of scales in his hand. I heard what
sounded like a voice coming from among the
four living creatures. It said, “A quatt of wheat
for a day’s wages, and three quarts of barley for
a day’s wages. But do not damage the olive oil
and the wine!”

der, “Comel!” I looked, and
there before me was a white
horse] Its rider held a bow,
and he was given a crown,
and he rode out as a con-
queror bent on conquest.

When the Lamb opened
the second seal, I heard the
second living creature say,
“Comel” Then another
hotse came out, a fiery red
one. Its rider was given
power to take peace from the
earth and to make men slay
each other, To himwas given
alarge sword.

When the Lamb opened
the third seal, I heard the
third living creature say,
“Come!” I looked, and there
before me was a black horse!
Its rider was holding a pair
of scales in his hand. Then
I heard what sounded like a
voice among the four living
creatures, saying, “A quart
of wheat for a day’s wages,

and three quarts of barley for
a day’s wages, and do not
damage the oil and the
winel”

2. There was a white horse. The Rider on the white horse symbolizes Christ. [This is still a vision.]
The bow, the crown, and the white horse, are symbolic of conquest and victory. As a conqueror to
conquer. Christ is a conqueror (Rev, 3:21). He has already conquered death and the world of the dead
(Acts 2:24; Rev. 1:18). Compare the Rider in Rev. 19:11ff Christ stands among his gold lampstands
(Rev. 1:12f), and this can be taken as symbolic of his conquest through his church. It is the church
(the messianic community) which is commanded to: “Go!” (Matt. 28:19-20).

3-4, Another horse came out. This horse isred - symbolic of violent death. As the Good News of Jesus
is preached, .persecution and sacrifice follow. Read what Jesus said in Mazt, 10:34-39. The red horse
refers to religious persecution stirred up: by preaching Christ. The sword here is the sacrificial knife
which was used to kill the animal on the Jewish altar (compare Heb. 9:12ff). “‘Kill” as used hete means-
to “slaughter as a sacrifice.”’ The world.slaughters the people of God as a sacrifice [they don’t intend -
it that way] to God, which he accepts as praise to him (Rev. 13:9-10; 14:13).

5-6. There was a black horse. Symbolic of great economic hardship. The scales are symbolic of famine
(Ezek. 4:10ff), and the prices given for wheat and barley-arefamine prices. But it is not famine, since
plenty of wheat and batley are available if you can pay-the price/ Oil ahd wine symbolize luxury here,
but these people can barely buy.the cheapest food. Who are they? - The Christians. See note on Rev.
2:20; 13:17. The second and third Riders  belong together. As soon asthe Good News of Christ is preach-
ed, the world will persecute the church in every way The two forms mentloned here: slaughter and
economic hardship - are symbolic of every form of petsecution.
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"Then the Lamb broke open the fourth seal; | When the Lamb opened 7
and I heard the fourth living creature say, | the fousth seal, I hearl the
“Comel” ®I looked, and there was a pale colored | creature say, “Come!” I 8
hotse. - Its rider was named Death, and Hades Jooked, and thete before me
followed close behind. They were given authority | was ramed Death, and
over' a fourth of the earth, to kill with war, | Hades was ,ﬁf’l:{a"y"g‘;rgegfgg
famine, and disease, and w1th the wild ammals power over a fourth of the
of earth. earth to kill by sword, famine
'Then the Lamb broke open the fifth seal. I {‘,L‘Ss?s‘%%‘éﬁgi’;iﬁy the wild
saw underneath the altar the souls of those who Se;{"hf?;:‘; opened the fifth 9
had been killed because they had proclaimed | the souls of those who had
God’s word and had been faithful in their bee‘é S‘fagoé’ecggsteh °ft t?.e
witnessing., !'°They shouted in a loud voice, X‘?fny 2hey had maintained.
They called out in a loud 10

“Almighty Lord, holy and true! How long will it
be until you judge the people of earth and punish
them for killing us?’’ **Each of them was given a
white robe; and they were told to rest a little
while longeér, until the total number was reached
of their fellow servants and brothers who were to
be killed, as they had been,

12And I saw the Lamb break open the sixth
seal. There was a violent earthquake, and the sun
became black, like coarse black cloth, and the

voice, “How long, Sovereign
Lotd, holy and true, until
you judge the inhabitants of
the earth and avenge our
blood?” Then each of them
was given a white robe, and
they were told to wait a little
longer, until the number of
their fellow servants and
brothers who were to be
killed as they had been was
completed.

I watched as he opened
the sixth seal, There was a
gteéat "earthq uake. The sun
turned black like sackcloth
made of goat hair, the whole
moon turned blood-red, and

—_

1

7-8. There was a pale-colored horse. This horse is a very sickly gruesome color, symbolic of disease
and death. Its Rider is Death, and Hades (the world of the dead) comes trotting along behind. War,
famine, disease and wild animals come on believer and unbeliever alike. Death cuts down, and Hades -
[symbolizing disembodied spirits of the dead (see notes on Luke 16:22-23)] seizes them. To the believer,
this punishment is helpful (Heb. 12:5-11); but to the nonbeliever, it is a curse, because they do not turn
from their sins (Rey, 9:20-21).

9. Then the Lamb broke open the fifth seal, This is still a vision. I saw . . . the souls, He sees an altar,
and under it the souLs (not bodies) of those who were being slaughtered under the second seal. Thejr .
lives were both a sacrifice and a testimony to Christ.

10. How long? These souls shout in a loud voice, asking for vengeance! But did not Jesus ask God to -
forgive those who killed him? We answer, these souls do not ask for revenge, but they ask God's ven-
geance for God's sake, By slaughtering them, the world repudiates God! See Jude 14-15. :
11. They were told to rest. A white, flowing robe is given to each of them (symbolic of being free from
-guilt, of being holy, and of great happiness). God hears their prayers, but his purpose is not yet fulfilled. .
God knows the exact number of martyrs to his cause, and not until this many are sacrificed to him, will
our world come to an end.

12-14, And I saw the Lamb break open the sixth seal, The sixth seal introduces the Judgment, and
shows us something of the terror of the wicked at that time. The events of verses 12, 13, 14 are to be
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moon turned completely red, like blood. **The
stars fell out of the sky to earth, like unripe figs
falling from the tree when a strong wind shakes
it. “The sky disappeared, like a scroll being
rolled up, and every mountain and island was
moved from its place.” !Then the kings of the
earth, the rulers and the military chiefs, the
rich and the mighty, and all other men, slave

and free; hid themselves in caves and under rocks.

on the mountains. !“They called out to the
mountains and to the rocks, ‘“Fall on us and hide
us from the eyes of the one who sits on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb! '"The
great day of their wrath is here, and who can

the stars in the sky fell to 13;
earth, as late figs drop from
a fig tree when shaken bya* *
strong wind. The sky reced-
ed like a scroll, rolfvng up,
and every mountain and is-~
land was removed from itss;
place.

Then the kings of the"fS
earth, the princes, the gen- 27
erals, the nch the mig
and every slave and every
free man hid in caves and a-
mong the rocks of the moun-

“Fall on us and hide us .,
from the face of him whosits ~

on the throne and from they: -
wrath of the Lamb! For the .17

great day of their wrath has™
come, and who canstand?” . *

144,000 Sealed

After this I saw four
7 angels standing at the
four corners of the earth,
holding back the four winds
of the earth to prevent any
wind from blowing on the
land or on the sea or on any

stand up against it?”

The 144,000 People of Israel

After this I saw four angels standing at the
7 four corners of the earth, holding back the
four winds of the earth, so that no wind should

lumped together around the central idea of God’s wrath and power unleashed [at Christ’s Secoiid
Comiig] against the world of wicked people. Compare Ezekiel 38:19; Amos 8:8; Joel 2:10.

15-16. Then the kings of the euth, ete. Under the symbolism of six groups of men, John sees [in his
vision] the total godless world in terror as they will attempt to escape from God’s wrath, As'the véty
earth shakes to pleces beneath their feet, even death itself seems less to be feared than the wrath of thie
Lamb who comes in Judgment (Rev. 1: 7) Suffering Christian, you have no reason to be aftald of all
this! THE LaMB 18 YOUR KING AND YOUR FRIEND! - -

17. The great day of thelr wrath Is here. Chapter 6 closes with Judgment Day, but the seventh seal is not
yet opened! God sends punishmént on the world in our day [or at least allows it to comie] because the
wicked persecute his people. But God will not execute his complete vengeance, not close the door of .
grace, until his Plan is fulfilled and Jesus returns to begin his work of Judgment (see Acts 17:31). .
Judgment halted for the sealing of God’s people 144, 000 is- symbolic of God’s people in both the Old
and New Testaments.

1. After this I saw four angels, Two events are presented in this chapter: the sealing of God’s people
[symbolic of ownership; protection; genuineness]; and thé gatheritig of God’s people in the Eternal
Wotld. Chapter six ends with Judgment ready to begin. As chapter seven opens, four angels (symbolic
of the total agencies of destruction) are standing at the four corners of the earth (symbolic of the total
Creation: North, South, East, West) holding back the four winds (symbolic of punishment, destruction,
anguish), just about to release them to do their work of vengeance. :
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blow on the earth, the sea, or any tree. And I saw
another angel coming up from the east with the
seal of the living God. He called out in a loud

voice to the four angels to whom God had given |

the power, to damage the earth and the sea. *The

angel said, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or-

the trees, until we mark the servants of our God
with a seal on their foreheads.” “And I was told
the number of those who were marked with
God’s seal on their foreheads: it was 144,000,

tree, Then I saw another
angel coming up from the
east, having the seal of the
living God, he called out in
a loud voice to the four
angels who had been given
power to harm the land and
the sea: “Do not harm the
land or the sea or the trees
until we put a seal on the
foreheads of the servants of
our God.” Then I heard the
number of those who were
sealed: 144,000 from all the

tribes of Israel.
From the ttibe of Judah 5
12,000 were sealed,
from the tribe of Reuben

from every tribe of the people of Israel. *There
were 12,000 from the tribe of Judah marked with
the seal; 12,000 from the tribe of Reuben; 12,000
from the tribe of Gad; ¢12,000 from the tribe of
Asher; 12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali; 12,000
from the tribe of Manasseh; 712,000 from the
tribe of Simeon; 12,000 from the tribe of Levi;

12,000,
from the tribe of Gad
12,000,
frlom the tribe of Asher 6

* Ov
from the tribe of Naphtali
12,000,
from the tribe of
Manasseh 12,000,
from the tribe of Simeon 7
12,000,
from the tribe of Levi

from the tribe of Issachar

2-3. And I saw another angel. This angel has the seal of the living God [which shows he is acting on
God’s instructions]. He puts into effect a “hold” on Judgment until all God’s people are sealed, A
“seal” identifies ownership; protects against tampering; certifies genuineness. One who is a Christian
issealed by the death of Christ (he bought us for God and we share his death - Rom. 6:3-4); is certified
by the Holy Spirit as to genuineness (Rom. 8:16); and has the Father’s protection throughout this
life.

.(;',grt:.'And 1 was told the number. John does not see the number, he hears it! 144,000. Numbers have
symbolic meanings [this was especially true with the ancient peoples]. This number (144,000) is formed
by multiplying 3 (the Trinity) by 4 (the total Creation, because the redeemed come from the ‘“four
corners” of the world), which makes 12, This number (12) becomes the symbol of the Father acting
through the Son in the Spirit to set men free from their sins (3 x 4 = 12). To show God’s people in both
the Old and New Testaments, we multiply 12 times 12 (12 Tribes; 12 Apostles) to get 144. Then to
emphasize that it is the zotal number of God’s people, not just a small part, we multiply 144 by 1,000/
[1,000 = 10 x 10 x 10 symbolic of perfect completeness.] This number 144,000 represents the total
Church Militant in both the Old and New Testaments [all those who do in fact belong to God]. The
Church Militant is the messianic community of believers, at work in this wotld (First Seal). [The Re-
deemed in the Old Testament are included in this number, although not actually part of the church
which Jesus built. However, they will share in the promise (Heb. 11:39-40).]

'5-8. There were 12,000, Exactly 12,000 are sealed from 12 tribes to make 144,000. This cannot be
the Jews (in the flesh), (1) The Ten Tribes had disappeared in Assytia and lost their identity. (2) Judah
and Benjamin had lost their national existence and all the records destroyed, in the seige and destruc-
tion'of Jerusalem [some 25 years before John writes this]. (3) The Tribes are arranged out of sequence.
Tudah is put fitst, not Reuben, Dan and Ephraim are omitted, There was no Tribe of Joseph, but his
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12,000 from the tribe of Issachar; °12,000 from
the tribe of Zebulun; 12,000 from the tribe of
Joseph; and 12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin.

The Great Crowd

*After this I looked, and there was a great
crowd~—no one could count all the people! They
were from every race, tribe, nation, and lan-
guage, and they stood in front of the throne and
of the Lamb, dressed in white robes, and holding
palm branches in their hands. !°They called out
in a loud voice, “Our salvation comes from our

from the tribe of Zebulun 8

12,000,

from the tribe of J oseph -
12,000,

from the tribe of Benjamm

The'Great Multitude in
‘White Robes it

After this I looked and” 9

there before me was a great .
multitude that no one could
count, from every nation;

2

tribe, people and language, -’

standmg before the throne
and in front of the Laml

They were wearing whitg? -

robes and were holding pa]m

branches in their hands. And’ 10
they cried outinaloud voice::

“Salvation belongs to our

God, who sits on the throne, and from the
Lamb!” !*All the angels stood around the throne,

the elders, and the four living creatures. Then God,
they fell down on their faces before the throne ‘:rlllgtsgfh?f:; f)h,r,one,

and worshiped God, '’saying, “Amen! Praise,
glory, wisdom, thanks, honor, power, and might
belong to our God forever and ever! Amen!”

All the angels were stand- 11
ing around the throne and
around the elders and the
four living creatures. They
fell down on their faces be-
fore the throne and wor-
shiped God, saying:
“Amen!
Praise and glory
and wisdom and thanks
and honor
and power and strength
be to our God for ever and
and ever.
Amen!”

12

sons Ephraim and Manasseh each founded a Tribe,(Gen. 48:5). Levi is also counted to make 12, but
as the priestly Tribe had no inheritance (Num. 2:33), to count Levi would have made 13 Tribes. (4)
Christ did away with the distinction of race (Gal. 3:23-29; Eph. 2:14-18). (5) 144,000 is mentiofiéd
again in chapter 14, where they are all: men [males]; unmarried; virgin. This is cleatly symbolic (see
notes on Rev. 14:3-5). B
9. And there was a great crowd. This time John sees the Chruch Triumphant [God’s people in Eterniity]
as they live forever in the presence of God and his Throne. Notice that the Redeemed in Eternity aré*a
Great Crowd, so many of them that they cannot be counted! THE WORK OF CHRIST IS NOT A FAILURE!
They are from EVERY race, tribe, nation, and language (see Col. 1:23). All those Jews who accepted
Christ are included in this number (compare Acts 21:20). White robes. Symbolic of being free’ from
guilt, of being holy, and of great happiness. Palm branches. Symbolic of happiness after a victory. -
10. Our salvation. They shout their praise to God and to the Lamb. Note they look to Gob AND CmuST
as the source of their salvation.
11-12. All the angels. The chotus of heaven and Creation joins in the song of the Redeemed as they
praise God and the Lamb (compare Rev. 5:11).



Ch, 7 REVELATION

523

* 130ne of the elders asked me, “Who are these
people dressed in white robes, and where do
they come from?”

4471 don’t know, sir. You do,” I answered.

He said to me, “These are the people who have
come safely through the great persecution. They
washed their robes and made them white with
the blood of the Lamb. !*That is why they stand
before God’s throne and serve him day and night
in his temple. He who sits on the throne will
protect them with his presence. '*Never again
will they hunger or thirst; neither sun nor any
scorching heat will burn them; '"because the
Lamb, who is in the center of the throne, will be
théir shepherd, and he will guide them to springs
of living water. And God will wipe away every
tear from their eyes.”

o y
¥

Then one of the elders 13
asked me, “These in white
robes—who ate they, and
where did they come from?”

I answered, “Sir, you 14
know,"”
And he said, “These are

they who have come out of
the great tribulation; they
have washed their robes and
made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. There- 15
fore,

they are before the throne
of God
and serve him day and

ﬁht in his temple;

and he who sits on the
throne will spread

his tent over them,

Never again will they 16
hunger; .
never agam will they

thirst,

The sun will not beat upon.
them,
nor any scorching heat,

For the Lamb atthe center 17
of the throne

will be their shepherd;
he will lead them to
springs of living water.

And God will wipe away
every, tear from their
eyes.

‘,13 One of the elders asked me. He asks this to focus John's attention on the great crowd of people,
' 14, Tdon't Ikmow, sir. You do. John’s answer shows that he is eager to know the answer,
~15-17. These are the people. The words of the elder form the close to this section [chapters 4- 7.
Remember the central idea of this section is: ‘Jehovah reigns; let the peoples tremble!"” The theme of
1this section is: the church being persecuted and tested in the world, What the elder says is the inspired
winterpretation of the GREAT CRowp. These people are the Church Triumphant, who have kept their
- faith during persecution, and who have "‘graduated” from Earth, Now they are assembled in Eternity,
L never to leave the presence of God and the Lamb., They have washed their flowing white robes and made
;them white in the blood of the Lamb (I John 1:7; Heb. 9:14; Rom. 6:3-11). Springs of living water.
Water symbolizes eternal life and salvation (Isa, 55:1; John 7:38-39). Springs of water symbolize the
source of life which they have through the Lamb, and the eternal companionship with the Father. And
" God will wipe away every tear from their eyes, “'He will annihilate death for all time; and the Lord, the
E'ternal, will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the shame of His people He will remove from the
‘whole earth; because the Eternal has said this.'" [Isaiah 25:8. Zamenhofs version of the Masoretic
Text].
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The Seventh Seal

When the Lamb broke open the seventh seal,

there was silence in heaven for about half
an hour. *Then I saw the seven angels who stand
before God; they were given seven trumpets.
3Another angel, who had a gold incense con-
tainer, came and stood at the altar. He was given
much incense to add to the prayers of all God’s
people and offer on the gold altar that stands
before the throne. *The smoke -of the burning
incense went up with the prayers of God’s people
from the hands of the angel standing before God.

Then the angel took the incense container, filled

it with fire from the altar, and threw it on the
earth. There were peals of thunder, sounds,
flashes of lightning, and an earthquake.

The Trumpets

‘Then the seven angels with the seven ttumpets
prepared to blow them,

The Seventh Seal and the
Golden Censer

When he opened the
8 seventh seal, there was
silence in heaven for about
half an hour.

And I saw the seven angels§
who stand before God, and
to them were given seveﬁ
trumpets:

Another angel, whohad & '3

golden : censer, came and .
stood at the altar. He was’
given much incensé to offer,
with . the .prayers of all the
saints, on the golden altar
before the throne. The -
smoke of the incense, to-
gether with the prayersofthe
saints, went up before. God
from the angel’s hand. Then
the angel took the censet,
filled it with fire from the al- .
tar, and hurled it on the
earth; and there came ]peals
of thunder, rumb )
flashes of lightning and an
earthquake.

The Trumpets

Then the seven angelswho 6
had the seven trumpeis pre-
pared to sound them.

Church Victorious! Chapters 8-11 (Luke 18:7)

In this section of chapters, we again return to the First Coming of Christ. The Seals [of persecution]
bring Trumpets [warning of Judgment] which bring Bowls [of judgment poured out]. Chapter 8 is
God’s pledge of destruction on unbelievers. It shows God’s vengeance through the ages of time - by the
medium of natural disasters. The first four Trumpets are sent by God as a watningl Notice that the
Seals, Trumpets, Bowls of Wrath, and similar symbols, refer to Principles - of man's conduct and God's
discipline - that are at work throughout history. The events symbolized by the Trumpets may be seen
any day of the year in any part of the earth. Therefore, Trumpets are simultaneous with Seals. |

1-2. Silence in heaven. The hush of silence is to emphaslze the things which are about to happen. TI:en
Isaw. John did not see the silence, but he sees the seven angels. They are glven seven Trumpets to wam
the unbelievers on earth,

3-4. Another angel. Before the Trumpets are blown, another angel comes. He has a gold mcense
container, and he is given much incense to add to the prayers of all God’s peaple. Christ is our “go-
between” at the Father’s right side, and he pleads with God for his people. The Holy Spiritis ““ ANOTHER
Helper” (John 14:16) here on ear®h, and he adds to our prayets by *“pleading with God for us” (Rom.
8:26). The smoke . . . went up. The prayers of God’s people go up to the Throne of God! The One on
the Throne both sees and knows the suffering and the praise of his children on earth.

5. And threw it on the earth. God has heard the prayers, and the judgments to come are his answer to
them.-Peals of thunder, etc. This is to show that this is Ged’s decree.

6. Prepared to blow them. To catry out God’s decree. This is serious warning, but not ﬂnal doom
Note that Trumpets affect a third of the earth - but not the whole earth.
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"The first angel blew his trumpet. Hail and | The first angel sounded 7
fire, mixed with blood, came pouring down on | his trumpet, an oherg came
the earth. A third of the earth was burned up, a | blood, and it was hurled
third of the trees, and every blade of green grass. g;"t",:}a‘;g‘;;‘l;“;faes“{g‘r-n‘:ﬂ‘;‘f

*Then the second angel blew his trumpet. | 4 third of the trees were
Something that looked like a large mountain gg;sf;e‘s e ;rr:g 3‘3, the green
burning with fire was thrown into the sea. A third | *The second angelsounded 8
of the sea was turned into blood, °a third of the R}:ef;“ﬁggthzﬂ ::i?eglﬁg
living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the mm& ‘;?rsd thfmﬁm into tl;g
ships were destroyed, sea. A third of the sea turn

. . into blood, a third of the liv- 9.

!*Then the third angel blew his trumpet. A | ing creatures in the sea died,
large star, burning like a torch, dropped from ‘gggt &tggd of the ships were
the sky and fell on a third of the rivers, and on | “The third angel sounded 10
the springs of water, '!(The name of the star is | histrumpet, and a greatstar,

. . s blazing fike a torch, fefl fr
Bitterness.) A third of the water turned bitter, | the sky on a third of the
and many men died from drinking the water, %ﬁ;ﬁﬂg;ﬂ nt::'t springs ﬂ?ef "
because it had turned bitter. star is Wormwood. Ab'third
2Then the fourth angel blew his trumpet. A | of the waters turned bitter,

: N d eople died from
third of the sun was struck, and a third of the | ffe wators that had become

1 i i bitter.
moon, and a third 'of th_e stars, so that their o fourth angel sounded 12
light lost a third of its brightness; there was no | nis trumpet, and a third of
i i i i the sun was struck, a third
llght durmg.a third of the day and during a i ol A i
third of the night also. the stars, so that a third of

them turned dark. A third of

the day was without light,

and also a third of the night.
;pr.‘t

7. Hall and fire, mixed with blood. These came pouring down. Symbolic of destructive land disasters,
which our Lord sends against those who persecute his church, A/ land disasters should be viewed in
this light. .

8. A large mountain burning with fire, That is what it Jooked like. This is symbolic of destructive
disasters in which God uses the sea as a tool of vengeance. We are to interpret all disasters involving the
sea in the light of this. .

10, A large star, burning like a torch. It drops from the sky to show that it is God’s act. It may.be the
Devil who inflicts these things, but God allows it and God sends it against those who persecute his
people (the messianic community). Now the land waters (lakes, rivers, etc.) are used as a tool of ven-
geance. The star’s name is Bitterness - symbolic of the bitter sorrow which these disasters bring to
wicked people. [Perhaps such things as polution and shortages, including all sorts of problems, can be
thought of as part of this third Trumpet,]

12. Then the fourth angel blew his trumpet, The heavens themselves become tools to be used against
the enemies of Christ’s church! All disasters which have their origin in space are included here.
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1*Then I looked, and I'heard an eagle that was
flying high in the air say in a loud voice, “O
horror! horror! How horrible it will be for all who
live on earth when the sound comes from the
trumpets that the other three angels must blow!”
Then the fifth angel blew his trumpet. I saw

9 a star which had fallen from the sky to earth;
it was given the key to the abyss. ?The star
opened the abyss, and smoke poured out of it,
like the smoke from a large furnace; the sunlight

As I watched, I heard an

13

eagle that was ﬂymg in mid- .

air call out in a loud voice:,

“Woe! Woe! Woe to the in-" -

habitants of the earth, be-

cause of the trumpet blasts™

about to be sounded by the’

other three angels!” e

9 his trumpet, and I saw a
star that had fallen from the
sky to the earth. The star
was given the ke 131rto theshaft

The fifth angel sounded*:.

and the air were made dark by the smoke from 2?13? tx’ay;syssv,v &'ﬁ?ﬁ; 2
the abyss. *Locusts came down out of the smoke | fom ;;g;f%;f:a2?°¥§ef‘s‘{l’;‘
upon the earth, and they were given power like angdlgsky were darkened by
that of scorpions. “They were told not to harm | the smoke from the Abyss.
out of the smoke locusts

the grass, or the trees, or any other plant; they

came down upon the earth’

and were given power like

could harm only the men who did not have the fhat of sorpions of the

earth. They were told not to 4
harm the grass of the earth
or any plant or tree, but only
those people who did not
have the seal of God on their

13. I heard an eagle. Four angels have blown. Now there is a short intermission. The eagle is a bird of
prey (symbolic of violence and destruction). The next three Trumpets will be more horrible than the
first four!

The fifth and sixth Trumpets are brought by Satan, not God. Yet God can use even the Devil's work.
to punish and to warn the wicked.

1. I'saw a star. The star is Satan (Luke 10:18 “I saw Satan fall like lzghtnmg Jfrom heaven."), Whlch
had fallen. The Devil rebelled against God, lost his holiness, his position in heaven, and his glory.
Was given the key. In the visior John sees the authority to release the forces of evil given to Satan.

2. Opened the abyss. This is “hell” before the Judgment. After Judgment hell is the “lake of fire”
(Rev. 20:14-15). Were made dark by the smoke. Satan opens the abyss and fills the world with demons
and evil influence. The society of men is “darkened” by the moral and spiritual wickedness created
through Satan’s influence.

3. Locusts came down. CompareJoel 1:7-12. Locusts look like a giant grasshopper. A swarm oflocusts
drops down out of the sky, like smoke, darkening the sun-light, falling on the farmer’s fields and
quickly stripping evéry leaf off the growing plants. Locusts, then, symbolize destruction, grief, hope-
lessness, despair. Locusts are just the right symbol for John to use to describe the forces of evil which
pour out from the abyss, bringing horror and destruction. This kind of locust does not harm the grass,
or trees, or any plant. They can only harm those who do not have God’s seal. God’s people are sealed
(Rev. 7:1:8), and have the promise: “he will not allow you to be tempted beyond your power to resist”
{ Cor. 10:13), ~ +
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mark of God’s seal on their foreheads. *The
locusts were not allowed to kill these men, but
only to torture them for five months. The pain
caused by their torture is like the pain a man
suffers when stung by a scorpion. *During the
five months those men will seek death, but will
not find it; they will want to die, but death will
flee from them.

"The locusts looked like horses ready for
battle; on their heads they had what seemed to
be gold crowns, and their faces were like men’s
faces. *Their hair was like women’s hair, their
teeth were like lions’ teeth. *Their chests were
covered with what looked like iron breastplates,
and the sound made by their wings was like the
noise of many horse-drawn chariots rushing into
battle. °They have tails and stings, like those of
a scorpion, and it is with their tails that they have
the power to hurt men for five months. ''They
have a king ruling over them, who is the angel in
charge of the abyss. His name in Hebrew is
Abaddon; in Greek the name is Apollyon (mean-
ing ‘“The Destroyer”’).

foreheads, They were not 5
given power to kill them, but
only to torture them for five
months, And the agony they

suffered was like that of the

sting of a scorpion when it
strikes a man, During those 6
days men will seek death,
but will not find it; they will
long to die, but death will e-
lude them.

The locusts looked like 7
horses prepared for battle.
On their heads they wore
something like crowns of
gold and their faces resem-
bled human faces. Their hair 8
was like women’s hair, and
their teeth were like lions’
teeth, They had breastplates 9
like breastplates of iron, and
the sound of their wings was
like the thundering of many
horses and chariots rushing

into battle, They had tails 10

and stings like scorpions and

in their tails they had power

to torment people for five
months. They had as king 11
over them the angel of the
Abyss, whose name in He-
brew is Abaddon, and in
Greek, Apollyon,

FIEN
[

5. Not allowed to kill these men. God has placed a limitation on these evil spirits who operate ini the
Hearts and lives of evil men and women, They are destructive, horribly so, yet they can torture, but not
kill. The pain caused by their torture. The scorpion has a poisonous sting in its tail, and its sting is
extremely painful, and sometimes fatal.

6. During the five months. Verses 6-10 give a symbolic picture of these “locusts from the abyss.” Do

not try to “pick apart” the symbol of the locusts [what is the separate meaning of the hair, teeth, breast-
plates, etc,]. We look at these verses as a ‘“‘whole” - a symbolic picture giving one central meaning. The
details belong to the picture as a whole, What more frightening, horrible, and true picture could be
painted, of the powers of evil at work in the world of men? Hete are demons, stealing the light from
those who do not know God [who do not want to know God], They take away love and good will; joy and
peace; common sense and knowledge. They cause mankind to bring terror and destruction upon each
other. They bring political and social chaos [think of the Red Guards in China; the French Revolution,
etc,]. Man’s inhumanity to man is the source of incredible misery and suffering!
11, They have a king. Their king is the angel in charge of the abyss. His name is given in Hebrew and
Greek - meaning “the Destroyer.” This entire symbolic picture shows one central idea: terror-panic-
destruction! That is Satan’s work, [In view of this, think about what Paul wrote: “‘He rescued us.from
thie power of darkness and brought us safe into the kingdom of his dear Son'' (Col, 1:13). See also Eph.
6:12]
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12The first horror .is over, after this there are
still two more hotrrots to come.

*Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet. I

heard a voice coming from the corners of the
gold altar standing before God. **The voice said
to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release
the four angels who are bound at the great river
Euphrates!”” !*The four angels were released;
they had been prepared for this very hour of this
very day. of this very month and year, to kill a
third of all mankind. '*I was told the number of
the mounted troops: it was 200 million. ?And in
my vision I saw the horses and their riders: they

The first woe is past; two 12
other woes are yet to come. .
The sixth angel blew his 1
trumpet, and I heard a voice
coming from the horns of the .
olden altar that is before
od. It said to the sixth.14
angel who had the trumpet,
“Release the four angels who
are bound at the great river .-
Euphrates.” And the four 15
angels who had been kept
ready for this very hour and
dayand month and yearwere .
released to kill a third of~
mankind. The number of the 16
mounted troops was two
hundred million. I heard
their number. :

The horses and riders I 17
saw in niy vision looked like
this: Their breastplates were
fiery red, dark blue, and
yellow as sulfur. The heads
of the horses resembled the
heads of lions, and out of
their mouths came fire,

had breastplates red as fire, blue as sapphire,
and yellow as sulfur. The horses’ heads were like
lions’ heads, and from their mouths came out

12. The first horror is over. It is over in John's vision. See verses 20-21.

13. Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet. As this angel blows, a voice is heard coming from the corners
aof the gold altar standing before God. In Rev. 8:3-4, we saw the incense and the prayers of God’s people
go up from the altar to the Throne of God. Here, the answer to those prayers is spoken of as coming
from the “corners of the gold altar.” God uses the work of the Devil to bring warning of judgment or
warning judgments on wicked men.

14. Release the four angels. These ate evil angels. Note they have been bound at the great river. [The
four angels of Rev. 7:1 are good angels, who “stand at the four corners of the earth.”] As these evil
angels are released, the same powers of evil that do the work of destruction in the hearts and livés:of
men, change these wicked men into devils (so to speak). In times of war, wicked people lose the thin
veneer of morality and civilization [the atrocities of any war show this]. The sixth Trumpet paints. a
picture of war; not one specific war, but ALL WAR - past, present, and future. The four evil angels are
pleased with the idea of plunging all mankind into war. Yet they cannot act unless God permits [they
were bound]! Let us keep in mind, that in allowing them to be released, God uses even war as a voice
calling for the wicked to repent (compare verses 20-21). [The Trumpets of Revelation 9 answer the
question: “How can a loving God allow pain and suffering?”’ To the Christian who suffers in pain, this
is a Seal (compare Rev. 7:2-3 note); but to the unbeliever, this pain and suffering is a Trumpet of
warning!] The great river Euphrates. This symbolizes Assyria and Babylon, therefore, the entire wicked
world. e
15-18. The four angels were released. War is in God’s decree (even though it is Satan who actually
brings it); and the hour, day, month, and year are fixed. These angels are allowed to kill one third of
all mankind - horrible, yet limited. John sees in the vision the armies on the battlefield. There are so
many troops he cannot count them, but he is told there are 200 million (a symbolic number); and these
mounted troops and horses have but one purpose - to destroy! In the vision, the mounted troops and the
horses work together so well, that the colors of the breastplates and the fire, smoke, and sulphur coming
from the horses’ mouths, match each other. Fire, symbolic of destruction. Sapphire, symbolic of suf-
fering. Sulphur, symbolic of torture. These symbolize the destructive machines of war, the bombs ete.,
the defoliating chemicals, poison gas, etc. - ail the things which man uses to kill each other in battle.
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fire, smoke, and sulfur, *A third of mankind smollc(q aéxd sulfﬁrl.l Qj t}tn’ird }?f 18
s . mankind was ki y the
was killed by those three Plagues. the fire, thc:, three plagues of fire, smoke
smoke, and the sulfur coming out of thé horses’ | and sulfur that came out of
mouths. *For the power of the horses is in theijr | fheir mouths. The poyer of 19
mouths, and also in their tails. Their tails are | mouths and in their tails; for
like snakes, with heads, and they use them to L‘;ev‘irngﬂjm‘;’se‘ﬁt{:‘;%fc'}f:‘;;
hurt people. inflict injury.
20The rest of mankind, all those who had not |  The rest ﬁifu’;‘g“‘{)g‘dtﬁ‘;:; 20
been killed by these plagues, did not turn away | plagues still did not repent
from what they themselves had made. They did ,‘(’Ifetyhgig’gf)‘g s‘;f);h;grsﬁgﬁé
not stop worshiping the demons and the idols of d(lemonsi) and idols of goldd,

[ s silver, bronze, stone an
gold, silver, bronze, stone, and yvood, which | & e et canat
cannot see, hear, or walk. 2!Nor did those men see oF hear ot \;/_lalk. No‘ri did 21

y [ [ H i1 3. | theyrepent of their murders,
repen‘f of their -murde.rs, their magic, their im- | ey *Per- 0 s, theit sental
morality, or theit stealing. : immorality or their thefts.

o : The Angel and the Little
The Angel and the Little Scroll Seroll

Then I saw another mighty angel coming 10 gilgt‘:tyl angl 1‘;‘1’;‘1‘:;
10 down out of heaven. He was dressed in a | Gown from heaven. He was
cloud, with a rainbow around his head; his face | robedinacloud, with a rain-

. . s bow above his head; his face
was like the sun, and his legs were like columns | was like the sun, and hislegs
of fire. *He had a small scroll open in his hand, Kg{;ﬂ‘;:ﬁﬁﬁg‘iﬁgl Hewas 2
He put his right foot on the ‘sea, his left foot on | iay open in his hand. He
the land, %and called out in a loud voice that gé:n;;g ‘;‘lissf]legf‘:tff:;’ttg: 3;:
sounded like the roar of lions. After he had called | jand, land ﬁie gave lloud 3

. 1 shout like the roar of a lion.
out; the seven‘thunders answered back with a | ghout e fe s o e voions

: of the seven thunders spoke,

) .

20-21. The rest of mankind. From this we see that the general meaning of these six Trumpets is clear.
During'the period of time which began with Christ’s first Coming, and extends all the way to his Second
Coming, our Lord Jesus Christ who is ruling all things as he is authorized by the Scroll of God’s Decree
(Rev, 5:7), will again and again punish those who persecute his church, by allowing [inflicting] disasters
on every part of theit life - both physical and spiritual, [But disasters in the Christian’s life do not indi-
cate punishment, as Jesus points out in Luke 13:1-5] Nor did those men repent. Man in general ignores
the warning voices! Stubborn, foolish, man continues to violate the commandments of God by worship-
ing false gods (verse 20), and hating his fellow-man (verse 2I). The un-repentance of mankind brings
the Bowls of wrath poured out (ckapters 15 & 16), and the final Day of Judgment, Delay is no longer
possiblel .

+1-3. Then I saw another mighty angel. To announce the third and final horror (the Final Judgment),
another angel appeats. The symbolism shows he is to be closely associated with Christ (see Rev. 1:7;
4:3; 1:17; 1:15). Note that John does not worship this angel as he does Christ. Cloud: authority, judg-
ment. Ralnbow: mercy and promise for God’s people. Sum: God’s power and holiness. Fire: fierce
destruction. A small scroll: the Gospel - the Good News of what Jesus has done. He stands on the sea
and land and shouts! What he has to say concerns the whole Universe and must be heard by everyone.
The seven thunders answered back. Thunder is God's voice (see Psalm 29:1-5).
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roar. ‘As soon as. they spoke, I was about to
write. But I heard a voice speak from heaven,
“Keep secret what the seven thunders said: do
not write it down!”

SThen the angel that I saw standing on the sea
and on the land raised his right hand to heaven
‘and made a vow in the name of God, who lives

forever and ever, who created heaven and all-

things in it, the earth and all things in it, and the
sea and all things in it. The angel said, “There
will be no more delay! 'But when the seventh
angel:blows his trumpet, then God will accomp-
lish -his secret plan, as he announced to his
servants, the prophets.”

SThen the voice that I had heard speaking
from heaven spoke to meagain, saying, “Go and
take the open scroll which is in the hand of the
angel standing on the sea and on the land.”

°T went to the angel and asked him to give me
the little scroll. He said to me. “Take it and .eat
it; it will turn sour in your stomach, but in your
mouth it will be sweet as honey.”

19 took the little scroll from his hand and
ate it, and it tasted sweet as honey in my mouth.

. But after I had swallowed it, it turned sour-in my'

And whenthe seven thunders™. .4
spoke, I was about to write;, .,
but T heard a voice from
heaven say, ‘“‘Seal up what..
the seven thunders have
said and do not write 1t

.down.

Then the angle [ had seen 5
standing on the sed and op
the land raised his rlght
hand to heaven. And he - 6
swore by him who lives fop.”
ever and ever, who created :.,
the heavens and all that is in™
them, the earth and all that (.
is in 1t and the sea and all .,
that is in it, and said, “Theré’;
will be no more delayl Buti" 7
in the days when the seventh s
angel is about to sound hi§
trumpet, the mystery of Godv:!
will be accomplished, justas - -
he announced to his servants
the ’121 ophets.”

en the voice that T had -8
heard from heaven spoke to
me once more: “Go, take. -
the scroll that lies open in
the hand of the angel who is
standing on the sea and on
theland.” .

So I went to the angel and 9
asked him to give me the lit-
tle scroll, He said to me,
“Take it and eat it. It will
turn your stomach sour, but
in your mouth it will be as
sweet as honey.” | took the 10
little scroll from the angel’s **
hand and ate it. It tasted as ~
sweet as honey in my mouth,
but when I had eaten it, my §Ln

o

4. Keep secret what the seven thunders sald. There are things at work in both the present and the

future which are not revealed to us.. Seven is the Divine number, and these seven thunders are God’s
- instrumeénts working out his Plan, ~ .

5-6. Then the angel. He acts as: God’s agent. There will be no more delay! The Final Judgment is
ready to come! God's secret Plan (I Cor. 2:9-10) will reach its total completeness in the Final Judgment,
Then will God’s people be given theit final reward and inheritance, just as God promised. [Note that
the ““apparent delay” in Rev. 10:8 to 11:13 is not *‘time on the clock,” but describes our present wotld
from the viewpoint of the work of the church. .

8. Go and take the open scroll. John is told to take the scroll, which is the Good News about Jesus.
Notice that it is open, not sealed. Its message is for all peoples.

9. It will turn sour in your stomach. The Gospel (Good News) is a thing of beauty and “sweet as
honey.” But the “sour taste’’ of persecution follows it.
10. But after I had swallowed it. Not only must John (and each Christian) understand and digest the
message of the Good News; he (and we) must live it and experience it (Eph. 2:10). But this very persecu-
tion brings new opportunities to speak for Christ (Luke 21:12-19).
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stomach, **Then I was told, ““Once again you
must speak God’s message about many nations,
races languages, and kings.”

The Two Witnesses

11 rod, and told, ‘“Get up and measure the
temple of God and the altar, and count those

who are worshiping in the temple. *But omit the,

outer courts of the temple. Do not measure them,
because they have been given to the heathen,
who will trample on the Holy City for 42 months.
*I will send my two witnesses, dressed in sack-
cloth; and they will proclaim God’s message
durmg those 1,260 days.”

“The two witnesses are the two olive trees and

I was then given a measuring stick, like a

stofach turned sour, Then 11

I was told, “You must
prophesy again about many
peoples, nations, languages
and kings.”

The Two Witnesses

I'was given a reed like
11 a measuring rod and
was told, “Go and measure
the temple of God and the
altar, and count the wor-
shipers there. But exclude
the outer court; do not
measure it, because it has
been given to the Gentiles.
They will trample on the

holy city for 42 months. And

I will give power to my two
witnesses, and they will
prophesy for 1, 260 days,
clothed in sackcloth ' These
are the two olive trees and
the two lampstands that

stand before the Lord of the

the two lamps that stand before the Lord of the
earth, If anyone. tries to 5

earth. °If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes

11. Once again. Not “to,” but “about.” John is old, perhaps one hundred years old, as he receives
this vision, Thete is more for John to record, so that all down the stream of history, bellevers will “hear”
John speak God's message [Read the "“Key’ to Revelation in the introduction, ]

‘Bitter Persecution. John now speaks about the “‘sour’’ experiences which come to the church of Christ
when the ‘‘sweet" Gospel is preached.

1. I was given a measurlng stick. To “‘measure’’ is symbolic of settmg apart, making secure, clearly
identifying, [This is still a vision, The fact that there is no temple in Jerusalem when he writes this, is
not important,] Count those who are worshiping in the temple. These are God’'s people - the true
church, They will suffer severely, but they will never lose God’s promise - if they hold firmly to their
faith! [Compare I Thess. 3:3.]

2. But omit the outer courts. Symbolic of the “nominal Christian,” who is an unfaithful church
ember, but not really one of Christ’s people. John sees earthly Jerusalem and the earthly temple. The
outer courts have been given to the heathen (unbelievers). 42 months. 42 months = 1,260 days = 34
years [time, times, and half a time] = the cntire Gospel Age, from Pentecost to the Second Coming.
This period of time is symbolic of God’s church being persecuted, yet not destroyed, Compare James
5:17; Rev, 11:6; I Kings 171 to 18:10.

3 I will send my two witnesses, [The two witnesses are the Church Militant.] Jesus sent his disciples
out two by two (Luke 10:1). Two witnesses symbolize the outreach [missionary spirit] of the messianic
community in taking the “sacred and ever-living message of eternal salvation'' to the whole world, 1,260
days. The Gospel Age (see note on verse 2). The church judges the world. Compare James 5:17-18.

‘4-6, The two witnesses are the two olive trees. The two olive trees symbolize evangelism - the outreach
of the messianic community. The two lamps symbolize the fellowship within the messianic community.
Compare Zech. 4. God blesses his people through the preaching of the word [evangelism] and through
the fellowship within the messianic comimunity. In a very real sense, the messianic community is a
“coLoNY oF HEAVEN!" If anyone trles to harm them. God hears and answers the prayers of his perse-
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out of their mouths .and destroys their enemies;
and i this way whoever shall try to harm them
will be killed. ‘They have authority to shut up
the sky so that theré -will be no rain during the
time they proclaim God’s message. They have
authority also over the springs of water, to turn
them into blood; they have authority also to
strike the earth with every kind of plague as
often as they wish.

"When they finish proclaiming their, message,
the beast that comes up out of the abyss will
fight agairst them, He will defeat them and kill
them, ®and their bodies will lie on the street of
the great city, where their Lord was nailed to the
cross.‘The symbolic name of that city is Sodom,
or Egypt. °People from all nations, tribes,
languages, and races will look at their bodies
for three and a half days, and will not allow them
to be buried. °The people of earth will be happy

harm them, fire comes from-.
their mouths and devours
their énemies. This is how
anyohe ‘who wants to harm'”.
them must die. These men..6
have power to shut up the
sky so that it will not rain® .
during. the time they are.
prophesying; and they havé

- power to turn the waters into'™:

blood and to strike the earth
with every kind of plague h
as often as they want. 2
Now when they have fin- ;7
ished their testimony, the ™ -
beast that comes up from the: .
Abyss will attack them, and.
overpower and kill them ‘8
Their bodies will lie in the
street of the great city, which ,:
is figuratively called Sodom™ *
and Egypt, where also, their
Lord was crucified. For three,, 9
and a half days men from
every people, tribe, language
and nation will gaze on their
bodies and refuse them::
burial. The inhabitants ofrlO

the earth will gloat over them
and will celebrate by sending -

each other gifts, because
these two prophets had tor-
mented those who live on the
earth,

over the death of these two. They will celebrate,
and send presents to one another, because those
two prophets ' brought much suffering upon the

cuted people. (Rev. 8:3-5). The church may seem to be weak and helpless, but God’s power backs them
up! Whoever fights against the church of Christ will be destroyed by the fire that comes out of the
mouths of the two witnesses. Symbolic, but nio less real! The Triumpets of chapters 8 & 9 can be thought
of as the church’s judgment on the world. They have nuthorlty A blessing, when rejected, turns into a
curse! One who rejects the Good News of God's AcT in Christ to save men, brings God’s curse ugon
himself (compare 1 Thess. 2:16). ARMAGEDDON - the cycle of the church. Originally a royal canaafi-
ite city, on a hill guarding an important mountain pass. Many battles were fought there. Solomon biilt
fortifications there. King Josiah was killed there (2 Chron. 35:22-27), and the Jews held a specil.
memorial service for him each year. As a symbol, Armageddon represents fierce struggle. In Revelation
we meet this “‘battle of Armageddon’’ four times: Rev. 11:7-13; 16:12-21; 19:19-21; 20:7-10.
7-10. The beast . . . will fight against them. I the vision, a beast comes up out of the abyss [hell before
the Judgment], fights against the two witnesses, defeats them and kills them. This is Satan, workitig
through the entire anti-christian world. He defeats the church of Christ, and their dead bodies lie'on
the street. Earthly Jerusalem symbolizes the anti-christian forces of Satan. Sodom symbolizes immoral-
ity. Egypt symbolizes slavery. The people of the earth will be happy. They think that by silencing the
voice of the church of Christ, they have freed themselves from God’s power. They think they can do ds
they please, without any messianic community to *‘judge them” and bring suffering upon them because
of their sins. B
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people of earth. ''After three and a half days | - ‘But after the three and a 11
a life-giving breath came from God and entered | helf days e;tg?;“ge;f, Jife
them, and they stood up; all who saw them were | they stood on their feet, and
terribly afraid. *Then the two prophets heard | ferror struck tt‘l‘l‘;sye ;’:‘:tgﬂz 2
a loud voice say to them from heaven, “Come up | loud voice from heaven say-
hete!” As their enemies watched, they went up | ing to them, “Come up
" . hete.”” And they went up to
into heaven in a cloud. **At that very moment heaveiniliaclz(lggd,while eir
H . H enemies Joo! on.
there was a violent earthquake; a tenth of !:he cx.ty At that very hour theré 13
was destroyed, and 7,000 people were killed in | was a severe earthquake and
the earthquake. The rest of the people were | atenthofthe :éti’)g’gﬂpi,‘:dré
terrified and praised the greatness of the God of k}i\lledingheearthquake,_%nd
heaven, ] the survivors were terrified
! . and gave glory to the God of
4The second hotror is over; but look! The | heaven. ° i
o 5 The second woe has 14
third horror will come soon. passod; the third wos s com.
) ing soon.
The Seventh Trumpet The Seventh Trampet
5Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, The seventh angel sound- 15
and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, | ed his trumpet, and there
“ i were loud voices in heaven,
The power to rule over the world belongs now | whichsaid:
to our Lord and his Messiah, and he will rule “The kingdom of the
world has become the
. kingdom of our Lord
and of his Christ,
and he will reign for ever
and ever.”

it

;’El"':;z;

.11-14, After three and'a half days. The two witnesses [the Church Militant] is “‘dead”’ only a short time.
-The world is happy too soon! God sends a life-giving breath, and they stand up! The wicked are tetribly
‘afraid! Come up here! God honors them by calling them to come up to where he is. They went up into
heaven in a cloud. They go up in the same way that their Lord went up (Acts 1:9). A violent earthquake.
Symbolic of God’s judgment on the wicked. Compare Rev. 6;12-17. CENTRAL IDEA. Verses 7-13
show a continuing cycle of events. Satan himself fights against the church of Christ [through the anti-
christian world] and destroys it. But after 3%2 days, God sends a life-giving breath into it. The chruch
.seems to die, and is reborn, AGAIN AND AGAIN! The church does not terminate. It is taken up to God
‘and continues to be with him forever, in the eternal Wedding Feast of the Lamb (Rev. 19:7-9). God’s
purpose in the First Coming of Jesus, is stated inJohn 3:16-17.
-15-18, Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, This introductes the End of the World and the Final
Judgment, but does not describe it! The loud voices in heaven announce: “The power to rule over the
world belongs now to our Lord and his Messiah, and he will rule forever and ever!” Compare I Cor.
15:24-28. It may seem as if Satan is the supreme ruler, and that all the power is on the side of the forces
of evil. Revelation shows us that God is in control Now! Judgment will reveal God’s mighty power as it
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forever and ever!” '*Then the twenty-four elders | And the twenty-four elders, 16

3 H who were seated on their
who sit on their thrones before God fell down on thrones before God. el on

their faces and worshiped God, '"saying: their faces and worshiped
“Lord God Almighty, who is and who God, saying: 17
! 'We give thanks to you,
was » Lord God Almighty,
We thank you that you have used your who is and who was,
because you have taken
great power your great power
and have begun to rule! Ts}:nd h:t\{e:egunr to reign.
"The heathen were filled with rage, and youe weath has e
because it is the time for your wrath to The time has come for
judging the dead,
come, o ) and for rewardmg your
and for the dead to be judged. servants the prophets
It is the time to reward your servants, and your saints and those
the prophets, by?}t:r narlrlle, 4 ot
and all your people, all who fear you, and f:;“ges:gyif;atgse
great and small alike. who destray the
It is the time to destroy those who destroy earth.” .
. Then God’s temple in 19
the earthl heaven was opened, and

YGod’s temple in heaven was opened, and | within his temple was seen
A . . . the sacred chest of his cove-
the bOX h()ldlng the Covenant was seen 1in hlS nant. And there came flashes

temple. Then there were flashes of lightning, | of lightning, rumblings,
) peals of thunder, an earth-
sounds, peals of thunder, and earthquake, | quakeandagreat hailstorm.

and heavy heil. The Woman and the Dragon
A great and wondrous
1 2 sign appeared in heav-

The Womisn snd the Dragon

Then a great mysterious sight appeared in
12 the sky. There was a woman, whose dress

actually is!!! Then the twenty-four elders. Symbolic of the Redeemed. They respond to what the loud
voices announced by falling down [see note on Rev. 5:14] and worshiping God. And have begun to
rule! God has been ruling all along, but not in ways clearly séen. As Judgment begins, all opposition is
crushed forever! Because it is the time. It has not been the right time, up till now. To reward your
sérvants. God keeps his promises! Compare Rev, 22:12, It Is the time to destory those who destory the
earth! Sin pays its wage. The wicked earn the punishment they will receive. Compare Rev. 18:6,

19. God’s temple in heaven was opened. This symbolic picture shows the beauty of God’s love t6 his
children. The temple is wide open so all can see the box holding the covenant. That box symbolizes the
real and perfect union [fellowship of 1 John 1:7 given real meaning] of God and his people. Flaskes of
lightning. The same box holding the covenant is symbolic of God’s wrath to those who have re_]ected
him. The lightning, sounds, thunder, earthquake, and hail symbolize God’s mighty power brought in
wrath against the ungodly (compare Jude 15).

Christ and The Dragon. Chapters 12-14. (Gen. 3:15)

This is the fourth parallel section, and we again return to the First Coming of Christ. “And I will
place hostility between you and the woman and between your children [1DARo] and her children
[1DARO]; he will crush your head, and you will strike at his heel.”” [Gen. 3:15. Zamenhof]

1. Then a great mysterlous sight appeared In the sky. In the vision, the woman is symbolic of God’s
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was the sun and who had the moon under her

feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head.

2She was soon to give birth, and.the pains and
suffering of childbirth made her cty out.
s Another mysterious sight appeared in the sky.

There was a huge red dragon with seven heads’

and ten horns, and a crown on each of his heads.
‘With his tail he dragged a third of the stars out

of the sky and threw them to earth. He stood in-

front of the woman who was about:to give birth,
in order to eat her child as soon as it was born.
SThen the woman give birth to:a son, -who will

rule over all nations with an iron rod. But the

child was snatched away and taken to God and

his throne. *The woman fled to the desert, to a -

place God had prepared for her, where she will
be taken care of for 1,260 days. -

"Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and
his angels fought against the dragon, who fought

en: awoman clothed with the
sun, with the moon undet
her feet and a crown of
twelve stars on her head. She
was pregnant and cried out
in pain as she was about to
give birth, Then another sign
appeared in heaven: an

-enormous red dragon with

seven heads and ten horns
and seven crowns on his
heads. His tail swept a third
of the stars out of the sky and
flung them to the earth. The
dragon stood in front of the
woman who was about to
give birth, so that he might
devour her child the moment
it was born, She gave birth to
a son, a male child, who will
rule all the nations witha rod
of iron. And her child was

-snatched up to God and to

his throne. The woman fled
into the desert to a place pre-
pared for her by God, where
she might be taken care of
for 1,260 days.

And there was war in
heaven. Michael and his
angels fought against the
dragon, and the dragon and

people in both the Old and New testaments, At the right time, Jesus is born of a human mother and
lived under the Jewish Law (Gal. 4:4). There is a continuity between the Jewish church and the church
of Christ (see Heb. 9:15), Verses 1-6 form one central idea - God's act in history! The sun: the New
Testament [the Christian system]. The moon: The Old Testament [the Law]. Twelve stars: the twelve
apostles. To give birth: The Incarnation [Christ taking human form]. The pains and suffering: compare
Isa. 66:5-12.

3. Another mysterious sight appeared in the sky. In the vision, the huge red dragon is Satan, The
seven heads, ten horns, and the crowns are a lot like those of the beast in Rev, 17. [Compare notes
there. These can be understood as symbolic of the Roman Empire, but Satan uses all the governments
of the world against Christ and his church.]

4, With his tail. Symbolic of the great power this dragaon has! [See Eph. 2:1-3; 6:10-13.] In order to
eat her child, Matt. 2 helps us understand this. Satan, acting through Herod, has the male children
of the Bethlehem area, two years old and under, killed. But Christ lives on, in Egypt. [Satan tries in
every generation to destroy God’s people, but he is unable to do it!]

5. Then the woman gave birth. The whole earthly life of Jesus. Who will rule. Compare Luke 19:27.
But the child was snatched away. Christ being taken up to heaven to sit on his throne. See Rev. 5:7;
Phil, 2:9.

6. The woman fled to the desert. Symbolic of the fact that Satan cannot destroy God's people 1,250
days. See note on Rev. 11:2,

7. Then war broke out in heaven. The central idea of verses 7-12 is that Christ’s atonement [God’s
act in Christ to set men free] frustrates the Devil. Note that Michael and his angels do the attacking.
The dragon is defeated and expelled from heaven, See notes on Rev, 20:1-3.
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back with his angels; *but the dragon was de- Eis angels fought back. Bﬁt 8
1 e was not strong enough,
featet.i, and he and his angels vgvere not allowed to | o°} Fhey lost thets place. in
stay in heaven, any longer. °The huge dragon | heaven. The_gr;at dragon 9
i was hurled down-—that
was thrqwn out! He is that old serpent, named | W& serpent called the
the Devil, or Satan, that deceived the whole | devilor Satan, wholeads the
i whole world astray. He was
world. He was thrown down to earth, and all his B o e serth and s
angles with him. angels with him. )
10Then I heard a loud voice in heaven saying, in%’g:&;?:;fd a Joud voice 10
“Now God’s salvation has come! Now God has “Now have come the
shown his power as King! Now his Messiah has salvation andhthﬁi .
shown his -authority! For the accuser of our Pg‘f”gﬁfgf,;,e ngdom
brothers, who stood béfore God accusing them and the authorty of his
: rist.
day and night, has been .thrown out qf heaven. For the sccuser of out
1Our brothers won the victory over him by the brothers,
blood of the Lamb, and by the truth which they Wg‘&%g‘fgi;“:ﬁ ‘l’flé‘}’f:
proclaimed; and they were willing to give up their’| has been hurled down.
lives and die. 12And so be glad, you heavens, and Tg’;{’h"e"g‘]gzﬁ“gg‘t‘l‘:; Lomb
all you that live there! But how terrible for the and by the word of their
5 testimony;
earth and the sea}! For the Pevﬂ has come down they did not love their lives
to you, and he is filled with rage, because he somuch _
knows that he has only a little time left.” Th“esr:‘f"fr‘;""feff)‘i’ge‘ de“yt(‘)‘d 2
1*When the dragon realized that he had been heavens
thrown down to the earth, he began to pursue and you who inhabit
. But woe to the earth and
- thesea, =
because the devil has
gone down to you!
He is filied with fury,
because he knows that
his time is short.”

When the dragon sawthat 13
he had been hurled to the
earth, he pursued the woman
who had given birth to the

10. Then I heard a loud voice in heaven saying. The picture John has seen in verses 7-9 is l.mw explained
by what he hears. Satan has been “thrown out of heaven” in the sense that he has lost his place as the
“accuser of our brothers.” Compare Rom. 8:33-34. Now God’s salvation has come! This is the first
effect of Christ’s atonement.

11. Our brothers won the victory! This is the second effect. The blood of the Lamb, and the Truth of
the Good News, permit escape from the “law of sin and death” (Rom, 8:1-4).

12. For the Devil has come down. This is the third effect. Satan is filled with rage because time is tun-
ning out and he has already lost the fight! He wants to do as much harm as he can, before he-is thrown
into the “lake of fire” (Rev. 20:10).

13. He began to persue the woman. Verses 13-18 form the third “picture.” The central idea is that
the Devil will now direct his fury against the messianic community.
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the woman who had given birth to the boy. '“She | male cﬁild’. The woman was 14
: $ : given the two wings of a great
was given the two wings of a large eagle in c?rder Sagle, so that shermight fy to
to fly to her place in the desert, where she will be | the place prepared for her in
taken care of for three and a half years, safe from | fhe desert, where she would
the serpent’s attack. '°And then from his mouth | times, and half a time, out

the setpent poured out a flood of water after gfoﬁgehsizrléfg&tirf}?g‘gegi‘:ﬂ 15
"the woman, so that it would carry her away. *But | spewed water like a river, to
the earth helped the woman; it opened its mouth | overtake the woman and
sweep her away with the tor-

and swallowed the water that had come from the | rent. But the earth helped 16
’ 17 H i the woman by opening its
dragon’s mouth. "The dragon was furlqus with | fhe Homar sallowing: the
the woman, and went off to fight against the | river that the dragon had
rest of her descendants, all those who obey God’s | spewed out of his mouth,

. en the dragon was en- 17
commandments and are faithful to the truth | raged at the woman, and
revealed by Jesus. '*And the dragon stood on | yentofftomakewar lfrgizg‘_sj
the seashore. those who keep God’s com-

mandmentsf?nd hold to the
testimony of Jesus.
The Two Beasts 13 And the dragon stood 1
Then I saw a beast coming up out of the on the shore of the sca.
13 sea. It had ten horns and seven heads, with !

14, To fly to her place in the desert. Symbolic of divine protection. That is, the Lord gives his people
such strength that they can be faithful even to the point of death! Three and a half years. See note on
Rev. 11:2, .
15. The serpent poured out a flood of water. Symbolic of words and language. Here it means: Lies,
false doctrines, false ideologies. These are all things which hinder the spread of the Good News.
16. But the earth helped the woman. Symbolic of the great masses of people. Even though Satan is
able to use them against the church, they also defeat Satan’s purpose by “‘swallowing up”’ the ‘‘water”
from his mouth.
17. Against the rest of her descendants, Satan makes his attack against individual Christians, hoping to
“pick them off one by one.” See note on Acts 6:13-14, Christians are to know that during this Gospel
Age which stretches from Pentecost until the Second Coming, both good and bad will come to God’s
people. Satan will send persecution and lies against the messianic community, and against each Chris-
tian, But God’s special help prevents the Devil from attacking the church directly and destroying it!
Satan is to be allowed one last all-out effort to destroy the church (Rev. 20:7-10), and this may parallel
the persecution of the first century, But we already know the outcome! Satan has already lost! And
the Second Coming will put a stop to his final effort. [Some think a period of explosvie growth will
take place in the church of Christ at the exact same time that Satan is permitted to make his last effort.
Histoty shows that “the blood of martyrs is the seed of the church. ']
18, And the dragon stood on the seashore, This introduces the next chapter, as Satan produces agents
to do his work, Since he himself cannot attack the church directly, he raises up anti-christian powers
[human agencies] through whom he works indirectly

The Devil produces agents to do his work. First is the beast from the sea. Second, the beast from the
earth. The first beast is horrible to look at. The second looks harmless, which makes it the more
dangerous of the two. A third agent is identified in Rev. 14:8, Great Babylon the Prostitute.

1. ThenTsaw a beast coming up out of the sea. We learn from Rev. 17'that this beast is symbolic of

=
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a crown on each of its horns, and a wicked name
written on its heads. *The beast I saw looked like
a leopard, with feet like a bear’s feet, and a
mouth like a lion’s mouth, The dragon gave
the beast his own power, his throne, and his vast

The Beast out of the Sea

And [ saw a beast coming
out of the sea. He had ten
horns and seven heads, with
ten crowns on his horns, and
on each head a blasphemous

name. The beast I saw re- 2
authority. *One of the heads of the beast seemed | sembled a leopard, but had
to have been killed, but the fatal wound had | fet ke those of a bear and
healed. The whole earth was amazed and ;Il'he dragon gave the beas:;

4 i is power and his throne am
followed after the beast. A!l people worsl:nped D On o the 3
the dragon because he had given his authority to | Beads of the beast seemed {0
the beast. They worshiped the beast also, saying, | havehad a fatal wound, but
" . qs . he fatal wound had been
Who is like the beast? Who can fight against | healed. The whole world was
it?”? astonished and followed the
beast. Men worshiped the 4

SThe beast was allowed to say terribly wicked
things, and it was permitted to have authority for

dragon because he had given
authority to the beast, and
they also worshiped the
beast and asked, “Who is

like the beast? Who can
make war against him?”

The beast was given a 5
mouth to utter proud words
and blasphemies and to ex-
ercise his authority for forty-

anti-christian world powers [governments]. Ten homs: destructive power. Seven heads: universal
authority and rule [in this world]. The crowned horns do not symbolize victory, but rather show that
this “universal authority” has been arrogantly seized.

2. The beast I saw. Three well known animals are mentioned here: each symbolic of smﬁnoss, crush-
ing power, eagerness to destroy. The dragon gave the beast his own power. Those in nations and govern-
ments who persecute the church of Christ, receive their power and their motivation from the dragon,
Satan. [Note that the same Roman government could serve both God and Satan. We see Rome sym-
bolized in the “‘seven heads and ten horns.” Yet read what Paul says in Roni. 13:1-7.]

3. But the fatal wound had bealed. Remember this was directed to the believers in John’s day. The
seven heads represent seven empires that follow each other in history (Rev. 17:10). [Old Babylon;
Assyria; New Babylon; Medo-Persia; Macedoriia; Rome; etc.] The beast symbolizes all anti-christian
empires. The head that seemed to have been killed, but had healed, must mean that one of these
empires which had been fiercely persecuting the church, had stopped doing this, but after a time, had
started the persecution again. Rome fits this pattern. Emperor Nero nailed Christians to posts, poured
oil on them and burned them as torches to amuse the mob. But in 68 A.D., Nero killed himself. For a
few years, Rome was “dead” as a persecuting power. But then in the last years of the first century,
Domitian began the persecution again (Rev. 1:9).

4. They worshiped the beast also. At the time when John lived, Roman Emperors demanded that
people call them “Lord”” and “Savior.” See notes on verses 15-16.

5. To have authority for 42 months. Satan works through the governments of this world throughout
the entire Gospel Age. The governments seize power that belongs only to God, and they blaspheme
God, heaven, and all God’s people. They are allowed to defeat God’s people [it seems that way, but see
Rev. 11:9-13]. Every tribe, nation, language, and race will worship anti-christian government and place
their trust in it. Compare Rev. 11:7.
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42 months. It began to curse God, his name, the | two months. He opened his 6
place where he lives, and all those who live in | mopth to blaspheme God,
heaven. "It was allowed to fight against God’s | nis d;velling lxl)lace and those ;
i 1 who live in heaven. He was
people' and to defeat. them, .and it was given piven power to make war a.
authority over every tribe, nation, language, and | gainst th; saistdal:ld to
8 vl H H H conquer them, An ¢ was
race. "All people living on earth will worship it, given authority over every
that is, everyone whose name has not been tribe, people, language and
written, before the world was cteated, in the | nation. All inhabitants of 8
. . . the earth will worship the
book of the living that belongs to the Lamb that | beast—all whose names have
was killed, EOtkbet?;lf rgc(l)rded in tge
. . . ife belonging to the
*‘Listen, then, if you have ears to hear with! L:(l)nbot}!at was sfatn from
1®Whoever is meant to be captured, will surely | thecreation of the world.
A . He who has an ear, let 9
be captured; whoever is meant to be killed by the | him hear.
sword, will surely be killed by the sword. This | Ifanyoneisto gointocap- 10

calls for endurance and faith on the part of God’s
people.”

"'Then I saw another beast coming up out of
the earth. It had two horns like a lamb’s horns,

tivity, into captivity he
will go.

If anyone is to be killed
with the sword, with the
sword he will be killed.

This calis for patient endur-

ance and faithfulness on the
part of the saints.

The Beast out of the Earth

Then I saw another beast, 11
coming out of the earth. He
had two horns like a lamb,
but he spoke like a dragon.

8. Before the world was created. “God stands at the close of history and looks back on the future
as though it had already happened!” He can know every choice which we will make, without interfering
with our free will. Compare John 6:44-45; 2 Thess. 2:13-14.

9-10. Whoever is meant to be. Persecution is part of God's decree (Rev. 6:9-11; I Thess. 3:3). One
who understands this will patiently bear his load, expecting to receive God’s blessing! When the world
used the “‘sword”” against the messianic community, God himself will avenge them.

11. Then1saw another beast. The beast from the sea is the Devil's “hands. " This beast from the earth

is the Devil's “mind." Like a lamb’s homs. This beast is the fulse prophet (Rev. 16:13; 19:20). Some

have applied this specifically to the Roman church. This is a mistake, This second beast symbolizes all

false religion and all false philosophy in every form during the entire Gospel Age. It is the Devil's

counterfeit of the “true Lamb of God.” It is not one individual, or one religion; but an attitude. [In

the church of Christ itself, two different attitudes have struggled together since the very beginning. One
“distorts” the Good News and leads away from God (see Gal.. 1:6-9; 2 Thess. 2:7). The other points

back to God’s perfection. Men such as the apostles opposed any distortion of the teachings of Christ,

and pointed all to the “perfect law that sets men free' (James 1:25).]
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and it spoke like .a dragon. ‘’It used the vast
authority of the first beast in its presence. It
forced the earth and all who live on it to worship
the first beast, whose fatal wound had been
healed. '°This second beast performed great
miracles; it made fire come down out of heaven
to earth, in the presence of all men. “And it

He exercised all the author-
ity of the first beast on his
behalf, and made the earth
and its inhabitants worship
the first beast, whose fatal
wound had been healed.
And he performed great and
miraculous signs, even caus-
ing fire to come down from
heaven to earth in full view

12

i ivi of men. Because of the signs 14
decelveq all the pgopl.e living on earth by meams | O e owet to do-on
of the miracles which it was allowed to perform in | vehalf of t;,e ﬁr:tbbeast, he%

deceived the inhabitants o
the presence of the first beast. .The bc_east to!d e o
all the people of the world to build an image in | toset up an image in honor
honor of the beast that had been wounded by the | of the beast who was wound-
. 15 ed by the sword and yet

sword, and yet lived. '*The second beast was lived. He was given power 15
allowed to breathe life into the image of the first | to give breath to the image
N . of the first beast, so that it
beast, so that the image could talk and put to | ¢ould speak and cause all

death all those who would not worship it. **The X“;;’g;egsgg lt(%lgrsgzpat};g 16
beast forced all men, small and great, rich and | forced everyone, small and
poor, slave and free, to have a mark placed on | sgreat, rich and poor, free
PO . 17 and slave, to receive a mark
their right hands and on their foreheads. '"No | o his right hand or on his

forehead, so that no one 17

one could buy or sell unless he had this mark,
that is, the beast’s name or the number that
stands for the name.

could buy or sell unless he
had the mark, which is the
name of the beast or the

number of his name.

12. It used the vast authority. A union of “church and state.” Anti-christian religion uses the power of
anti-christian government. The Roman Empire and the heathen priest worked hand in hand to perse-
cute the Christians.

13. It made fire come down. Tricks and false-miracles to “‘sell” people the State Religion. Also, since
"fire” can symbolize the Holy Spirit, this can refer to what seem to be *‘outpourings of the Spirit.” The
Devil does not mind people being religious, just as long as he can turn them away from God. See Matt.
24:24. To build an image. This is ‘‘emperor worship” in all its forms. Compare note on Rev. 2:13.
Images [idols, fetishes] were actually made in honor of the Roman Emperor, and worshiped. Whoever
refused to bow down to the Emperor’s fetish, or refused to say: ‘“The emperor is Lord,” was killed.
But this is symbolic of the new “corporate image’’ formed by the alliance of religion and government.
15-16. Allowed to breath life into the image. We see the ‘“‘unholy alliance” of anti-christian religion
and anti-christian government working together to make slaves out of people. When people can be
fooled into believing their leader [emperor, dictator, chariman, king, etc.] is a "‘god, ” they give them-
selves as willing slaves. The mark of thg beast is the spirit of anti-christ (I John 2:18-19) which shows
itself in individuals by their “God-opposing; Christ-rejecting, persecuting attitude.”” Contrast this with
the *‘seal” placed on the forehead of the believer (Rev. 7:3), symbolic of the “mind of Christ”’ (Phil, 2:5)
which each one of the saved is to have. The believer has a seal, but the unbeliever has only a mark.

17. No one could buy or sell. See note on Rev. 2:20. Anti-christian powers dlscrlmmate against the
believer who remains true to his Lord.
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8This calls for wisdom. Whoever is intelligent
can figure out the meaning of the number of the
beast, because the number stands for a man’s
name. Its number is 666.

The Song of the Redeemed

Then I looked, and there was the Lamb
14 standing on Mount Zion; with him were
144,000 people who have his name and his

This calls for wisdom. If 18

nyone has insight, let him

culate the number of the
beast for it is man’s num-
ber, His number is 666.

The Lamb and the 144,000

Then I looked, and
14 there before me was
the Lamb, standing on
Mount Zion, and with him
144,000 who had his name
and his Fathet's name writ-

Father’s name written on their foreheads. *And I | {en on their foreheads. And 2
heard a voice from heaven that sounded like the | like the roar of rushin

5 i waters and like a loud
roar of a mlghty.waterfall, like a loud peal of | waters anc like a loud pear
thunder. The voice I heard sounded like the | nheard was like that of har-

1 : i i i , | pists playing their harps.
gnusw made by harplgts playing - their harps plets tgey e g'a now sans 3
The 144,000 steod facing the throne, the four | before the throne and before
living creatures, and the elders. They sang a new | the four living creatures and

. the elders. No one could
song which only they, who had been redeemed | fearn the song except the
from the earth, could learn. *They are the men | 144,000 who had been re-

. deemed from the earth.
who have kept themselves pure by not having | These are those who did not 4

sexual relations with women; they are virgins.

defile themselves with

women, for they kept them-
selves pure, They follow the

18. Its number is 666. Not having our system of numbers, the ancients wrote numbers using letters of
their alphabet. But almost any name can be added up to “‘666,” if the letters are juggled enough. It may
be that John intended this to represent the name of the Roman Emperor at that time. But since the
number represents the beast’s name, it is symbolic. 7 is perfect, 6 is one less than perfection. The
church of Christ could be represented by 777, since it is perfect. The numbet of the beast is 666, com-
plete imperfection! Christ’s church does not terminate, but rises to Eternity to the “Feast in Heaven.”
The beast and the false prophet are thrown alive into the lake of fire (Rev. 19:20). Christ’s church
cannor faill The beast has failed already! [Christians must think of themselves as being in active
rebellion against Satan and all who follow him. See Eph. 6:12; 2 Tim. 2:3-4; Phil, 2:12-16.]

In the last chapter, we saw Satan introduce two agents in his battle against God's people. But he had
already lost, even before he began. This chapter shows the TRIUMPH OF THE CHURCH!

1-5. The Lamb standing on Mount Zion. ‘‘Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion" (Psalm
125:1) Compare Heb, 12:22; and see note on Rev. 7:9. 144,000. This is clearly a symbolic number.
Note that they are all: men (males); unmarried; virgins; faultless. The voice John hears sing the new
song is theirs. It sounded like: the roar of a waterfall; a loud peal of thunder; harpists playing. It is a
new song that omits the trivial and the trite. It sings of a NEW ExPERIENCE! This song is about the new
experience of those who have been “bought for God'' (Rev. 5:9). Only those who have been set free by
the imputed righteousness of Christ (Rom. 8:4) can understand the meaning of this. They have chosen
to follow Christ and have kept themselves pure from sin (James 1:27). Therefore only those who have
been REDEEMED from earth can learn this new song! [Avoid taking verse 4a literally! Read what Paul
says in I Tim. 4:1-5.] From the rest of mankind. They were bought for God out of the rest of the people.
The first fruits are for God, and Satan takes all the other. The Harvest of the Earth is pictured in the
last part of this chapter.
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They follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They | Lamb wherever he goes.
have been redeemed from the rest of mankind :‘n‘!?nwf;:np‘;;%“?ég aom
and are the first ones to be offered to God and to | firstfrsits to God and the
the Lamb. *They have never been known to lie; | Lamb- ggu‘,fgs‘;"”ﬂfg;‘“dai; 5
they are faultless. blameless.
The Three Angels n’l‘;h'l;:r:z::‘;::ther angel 6
‘Then I saw another angel flying high in the glyingtin m}dair, allldtlge h::
air, with an eternal message of Good News t0 | cizim 1o thoss who Tive on
announce to the peoples of the earth, to every | the ealrth--to every natiolm
race, tribe, language, and nation. "He said in a | Hooi u8e o peope
loud voice, “Fear God, and praise his greatness! | “Fear God and give him
For the time has come for him to judge mankind. ﬁ%‘s"yj“g;’gjf the hour of
Worship him who made heaven, earth, sea, and | Worship him who made the
the springs of water!” baerss, tie sy e 53
A second angel followed the first one, saying, 3 sqgoqualrllse} lgollllowe_d 8
“She has fallen! Great Babylon has fallen! She gzbﬁz;’thea(;r:at;a;lﬁcﬁ
gave her wine to all peoples, and made them | made all the nations drink
drink it— the strong wine of her immoral lust!” | e maddening wine of her
%A third angel followed the first two sayingina | . A third angel followed 9
loud voice, “Whoever worships the beast and its | ‘e, 14 as,i‘;one‘“wﬁrsl,‘,’i‘;,‘:
image, and receives the mark on his forehead or | the beast and his image and
on his hand, “will himself drink God’s wine, the | fccives his mark of the o
wine of his anger, which he has poured at full too, will drink of e wine of
strength into the cup of his wrath! All who do | ;iired full strength into the
cup of his wrath. He will be

6-7. Then I saw another angel. The three angels of this section, belong together. Their mission is to
warn of impending deom, and to call mankind to “fear God and praise his greatness!” This is ore
mission, because the warning is also'a call. God wants all mankind to turn to him! Fear God. All man-
kind is ALREADY L0ST! No one can escape, who continues in unbelief! The Good News is that God has
acted in history through Christ, and that all can now turn to him and bg saved!

8. A second angel. The angel identifies Babylon, the third of Satan’s agents. Babylon symbolizes
the world as a center of anti-christian seduction {the glamour, glitter, romance, etc., which leads many
to “‘sell their soul” because they are in love with this present world (2 Tim. 4:10)]. Babylon is described
more completely in chapters 17-19. She has fallen! So certain is the destruction of Babylon, that the
angel uses the “‘historjc future” to speak of the event as though it had already happened! This is a warn-
ing to all who love this world! The “strong wine of her immoral lust” brings only death! The Good
News is that Jesus offers a way to escape the Wrath of Judgment!

9-11. Whoever worships the beast and its image. “If your choice is to worship Satan, you must expect
to share his doom.”’ Since hell is 4 place of spirits, symbolic language is used to describe the TORMENT
that is really indescribable! The fact that never-ending punishment will be the fate of those who hate
the Lord and persecute his church, should help strengthen the believer to go on being faithful to the
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this will be tormented in fire and sulfur before
the holy angels and the Lamb. **The smoke of
the fire that torments them goes up forever and
ever. There is no relief, day or night, for those
who worship the beast and its image, for anyone
who has the matrk of its name.”

2This calls for endurance on the part of God’s
people, those who obey God’s commandments
and are faithful to Jesus.

“Then I heard a voice from heaven saying,
“Write this: Happy are the dead who from now
on die in the service of the Lord!”

“Certainly so,” answers the Spirit. “They will

enjoy rest from their hard work, because the

results of their service go with them.”

Thp Harvest of the Earth

*Then I looked, and there was a white cloud,
and sitting on the cloud was a being who looked
like a man, with a gold crown on his head and a
sharp sickle in his hand. *Then another angel
went out from the temple and cried out in a loud
yoice to the one who was sitting on the cloud,
“Use your sickle and reap the harvest, because
the right time has come; the earth is ripe for the

tormented with burning sul-
fur in the presence of the
holy angels and of the
Lamb,
their torment rises for ever
and ever. There is no rest
day or night for those who
wotship the beast and his
image, or for anyone’who
receives the mark of his
name,” This calls for patient
endurance on the patt of the
saints who keep God’s com-
mandments and remain
faithful to Jesus.

Then I heard a voice from
heaven say, “Write: Blessed
are the dead who die in the
Lord from now on.”

“Yes,” says the Spirit,
‘“they will rest from their
labor, for their deeds will
follow them.”

The Harvest of the Earth

Ilooked, and there before
me was a white cloud, and
seated on the cloud was one
‘“like a son of man” with a
crown of gold on his head

| and -a sharp sickle in his

hand, Then another angel
came out of the temple and

nd the smoke of 11

12

14

called in a loud voice to him -

who was sitting on the cloud,
‘‘Take your sickle and reap,
because the time to reap has
come, for the harvest of the

Lord. [It often Iooks like the Devil has it all on his side, and that he is winning. But you cannot sin and
get away with it! “Pay-day” will come! If you keep the faith, you cANNoTlose!] :

12-13. Happy are the dead! One of the “beatitudes” of Revelation. [See note on Rev. 19:9.] Those who
endure are HAPPY! [Happy: no word exactly translates MAKARIOS. It shows extreme happiness!] “Suffer-
ing Christian, you may have it hard now, but don’t let it discourage you!” “And this small and tempor-
ary trouble we suffer will bring us a tremendous and eternal glory, much greater than the trouble”
2Cor. 4:17).

14, Then Ilooked. We come again to the Final Judgment. We see a two-part harvest. Who looked like
a man. This is Jesus. Compare note on Rev. 1:13. He wears a crown of gold, not thorns. The cloud
symbolizes judgment. The sharp sickle in his hand symbolizes harvest.

15-16. Use your sickle. This is Christ’s harvest. Those symbolized by this are the first-fruits [the
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harvest!” '*Then the one who sat on the cloud
swung his sickle on the earth, and the earth’s
harvest was reaped.

"Then I saw another angel come out of the
temple in heaven, and he also had a sharp
sickle.

*Then another angel, who is in charge of the
fire, came from the altar. He shouted in a loud
voice to the angel who had the sharp sickle, “Use
your sickle, and cut the grapes from the vine-
yard of the earth, because the grapes are ripe!”
1980 the angel swung his sickle on the earth, cut
the grapes from the vine, and threw them into
the winepress of God’s great anger. 2°The grapes
were squeezed out in the winepress outside the
city, and blood came out of the winepress in a
flood 200 miles long and about five feet deep.

The Angels with the Last Plagues

15 sky, great and amazing. There were seven
angels with seven plagues, which are the last
ones, because they are the final expresmn of
God’s wrath.

Then I saw another mysterious sight in the

Ch.;15
earth is ripe.” So he that 16
was seated on the cloud

swung his sickle over the-.
earth, and the earth was.
hatvested.

Ancther angel came ot 17
of the temple in heaven, and
he too had a sharp sickle.
Still another angel, who had 18
charge of the. fire, came
from the altar and called in
a loud voice to him who hadi»
the sharp sickle, “Take your
sharp sickle and gather the
clusters of grapes from the
earth’s vine, because its
grapes are ripe.” The angel 19
swung his sickle on the earth,
gathered its grapes and
threw them into the great
winepress of God’s wrath’
They were trampled in the 20
winepress outside the city,
and blood flowed out of the
press, rising as high as the
horse’s bridles fora dlstance
of 1,600 stadia.

Seven Angels
With Seven Plagues

I saw in heaven an-
15 other great and mar-
velous sign: seven angels
with the seven last plagues—
last, because with them
God's wrath is completed. .

144,000 mentioned in the first section of this chapter] of earth. Swung his sickle on the earth, The
first harvest is all the redeemed, that is, all who have reached out through faith to seize the sacrifice of
Christ and make themselves part of it. [See notes on Acts 2:37-38.} Compare Matt. 3:12; 1 Théss.
4:16-17, The Chutch Militant becomes the Church Triumphant! See notes on Rew, 7:9.

17-20. Then I saw another angel. This, angel destroys all the unbelievers of earth. [This does not mean
annihilation.] He shouted In a loud vofce. Still another angel shouts to the, destroying angel. These
are God’s orders: “Use your sickle.” Cut the grapes from the vine, The vine symbolizes the great crowds
of evil men who repudiate God. The grapes symbolize the individual unbelievers. The grapes wére
squeezed out. These who would not believe ate crushed in the winepress of God’s wrath. The blood
comes out in a flood 200 miles long and about five feet deep to show the completeness of God’s rupa-
m;n' og tile earth. [l understand both hatvests to take place at the same time. Compare Matz, 13:36-43;
25:31-3

Christ’s Final Wrath. Chapters 15-16 (Rom. 2:5) N
This isthe fifth parallel section, The central idea is: *‘God will not tolerate sinful men forever.”’ I t orice
again begins with Christ's First Coming. “But the wicked, with actions and words, have called death
to themselves, and-thinking it a friend, have made an agreement with it, because they choose to be part
ofit.”

1, Then I saw another mysterious sight in the sky, Again and again we see a cycle of events in Revela-
tion - the cycle of the church. The Holy Spirit produces faith in the hearts of people through the preach-
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>Then I saw what looked like a sea of glass, | And I saw what looked like 2

Y i 8 sea of glass mixed with
mixed with fire. I also saw those who had won the fraand, standing beside the

victory over the beast and its image, and over | sca, those whc;1 llx)ad been
! ‘e ot victorious over the beast an
‘the one whose name is given by a number, They | [iforions over t1e Boast and

were standing by the sea of glass, holding hatps ber of his name, They held

£ 3 inoi s given them by God
+that God had given them, *They were singing the | 12pS | E ihe song of Moses, 3
song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song fhe servant of God, and the
ofthe Lamb: song of the Lamb:
. “Great and marvelous are
:*Lotd, God Almighty, your deeds,
how great and wonderful are your ¢ Lord God Almighty.
Just and true are your
P deeds! _ ways,
King of all nations, Wllgn\gxﬁf;g: ?g:: you, O 4
. how right and true are your ways! Lord, '
“Who will not fear you, Lord? angal:;g}?g glory to your
Who will refuse to declare your great- For you alone are holy.
ness? All nations will come
and worship before you,
< You alone are holy. for your righteous acts
All the nations will come have been revealed.”

and worship before you,
because your righteous deeds are seen
by all.”

ing of the Good News of God’s act in Christ to set men free, Those who believe and are baptized (dcts
2:41) are added to the group [the church: the messianic community], The Devil fights against them
through human agents, and we see that again and again, the church is persecuted [chapters 4-7). We
see God again and again send warning-judgments against the persecuting world [chapters 8-11], but
. these people do not repent. [Some few do.] This constant warfare between the world and the church
“points to the deeper conflict between the “child of the woman” [Christ] and the Dragon [chapters
12-14). But, when the Trumpets of Warning fail to produce repentance, and wicked men fail to turn

""t6'God, what then? Will God close his eyes to it all until the Judgment??? Chapters 15-16 answer this.
,Whenever in our world, wicked men ignore the Trumpets of Warning, the Bowls of God’s Wrath are
*“poured out! These are the Last Plagues! Death plunges these rebels, who will not accept forgiveness,
“into the hands of an angry God! [Notice that the same event may be a Seal to the believer, a Trumpet of
Waming to the wicked; and a Bow! of Wrath to the rebel.]

"2, Then I saw what looked like a sea of glass. Before John tells us about the Bowls of Wrath, he shows
"us the Church Tﬂumphant in eternity. The sea of glass, mixed with fire, symbolizes God's transparent
righteousness. “‘Because your righteous deeds are seen by all.”’ His wrath against the rebels is righteous
(see Rev. 18:4-8), 1 also saw those who had won the yictory. Notice God gave them the harps they hold,

" symbolic of God giving the victory to his faithful servants,

3-4, They were singing the song of Moses. A song of victory and triumph! Read it in Exod. 15:1-19.
Did not God send Trumpets of Warning again and again, pleading with the wicked to turn away from
their 5in??? By refusing God's mercy, they have “brought on themselves”” God’s Bowls of Wrath! After
the Judgment, the Church Triumphant will clearly see that this is true, arid they will praise God for his
just punishments on the rebels.
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Ch. 16

SAfter this I saw the temple .in heaven open,
with the tent of God’s presence in it. “The seven
angels who had the seven plagues came out of the

temple; they were dressed in clean shining linen,

and had gold bands tied around their chests.
"Then one of the four living creatures gave the
seven angels seven gold bowls full of the wrath of
God, who lives forever and ever. *The temple was
filled with smoke from the glory and power of
God, and no one could go into the temple until
the end of the seven plagues brought by the
seven angels.

After this I looked and:in 5
heaven the temple, that is,
the tabernacle of testimony,
was opened. Out of the tem- . 6
ple came the seven anfls "
with the seven plagues. T
were dressed in clean, shmd
ing linen and wore golden .
sashes around their chests.”'-
Then one of the four living; - 7
creatures gave to the seven_
angels seven golden bowls™
filled with the wrath of God;*
who lives for ever and ever. .,
And the temple was filled” *3
with smoke from the glory-,;?
of God and from his power, -
and no one could enter the <
temple until the seveph

The Bowls of God’s Wrath plagues of the seven angels .
: were completed. o s

Then I heard a loud voice speaking from | oo b e

16 the temple to the seven angels, “Go and God’s Wrath

Then I heard a loud?'r“
16 voice from the temple«,*
| saying to the seven angels,
“Go, pour out the seven :
bowls of God’s wrath on the:
earth.” L

pour out the seven bowls of God’s wrath on the
earth!” 7

5. After this I saw the temple in’ heaven open. The temple is opened and the tent of God’s ptesence
shown. This tells us that the wrath which we are about to see is God's wrath.

6. The seven angels. These angels come out of the temple. The way they are dressed shows they are
God’s angels.

7. Then one of the four living creatures. One of the cherubim (see note on Rev. 4:6). The bowls are
gold (symbolic of God’s service) and they are full (showing fierceness), The time for mercy is past.
Those who have rejected Christ’s sacrifice will feel the full weight of God’s wrath.

8. The temple was filled with smoke. Symbolic of the complete and thorough action of God’s wrath.
[Compare Isa. 6:4; 14:31; Psalm 14:1; 18:5.] No one could go into the temple. God’s wrath has closed
the door of merey. No one can *plead with God” for the rebels who are about to be punished. Compare
1 John 5:16. [This does'not mean God has closed the doors to the church of Christ. Those doors wc.re,’
opened that Pentecost, and will not be closed until Christ’s Second Coming. But those who rebel against
God Almighty finally reach a place whete they have used up all their opportunities. Then there i Is
nothing left at all, but the certain vengeance of the Lord.] i

1. Go and pour out the seven bowls. This is God’s authorization for what follows. [The Bowls of Wrath’
are a lot like the plagues sent on Egypt (see Exodus chapters 7-10); and they parallel the Trumpets of
Warning (Rev. ch 8-9). The first Trumpet (Rev. 8:7) affects the earth; so does the first Bowl (Rev. 16:2).
The second Trumpet affects the sea; so does the second Bowl, The third Trumpet the rivers; likewise
the third Bowl. The fourth both affect the sun. The fifth the pit of the abyss or the throne of the beast.
The sixth the river Euphrates. The seventh brings in the Second Coming and the end of the world.]
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?The first angel went and poured out his bowl
on the earth, Terrible and painful sores appeared
on those who had the mark of the beast, and on
those who had worshiped its image.

*Then the second angel poured out his bowl on
the sea. The water became like the blood of a
dead person, and every living creature in the
sea died.

“Then the third angel poured out his bowl on
the rivers and the springs of water, and they
turned into blood. °I heard the angel in charge
of the waters say, “You are righteous in these
judgments you have made, O Holy One, who is
and who was! ‘They poured out the blood of
God’s people and of the prophets, and so you
have given them blood to drink. They are getting
what they deserve!l” "Then I heard a voice from
the: altar saying, ‘‘Lord, God Almighty! True
and righteous indeed ate your judgments!”

*Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on
the sun, and it was allowed to burn men with its
fiery heat. *Men were burned by the fierce heat,
and they cursed the name of God, who has
authority over these plagues. But they would not
turn from their sins and praise his greatness.

e
.

Tl e

gt

The first angel went and

oured out his bowl on the
and, and ugly and painful
sores broke out on the people
who had the matk of the
beast and worshiped his
image.

The second angel poured
out his bowl on the sea, and -
it turned into blood like that
of a dead man, and every
living thing in the sea died.

The third angel poured
out his bowl on the rivers
and springs of water, and
they became blood. Then
heard the angel in charge of
the waters say;

“You are just in these
judgments,

you who are and who
were, the Holy One,
because you have so
judged;

For they have shed the
blood of your saints
and prophets,

and you have given
them blood to drink
as they deserve.”’
And 1 heard the altar
respond:

“Yes, Lord God Almighty,
true and just are your
judgments.”

The fourth angel poured
out his bowl on the sun, and
the sun was given power to
scorch people with fire. They
were seared by the intense
heat and they cursed the
name of God, who had con-
trol over these plagues, but
they refused to repent and
glorify him.

Lwil,

“-2‘.‘_Poured out his bowl on the earth. Disease (such as Acts 12:21-23); land disasters in general (see
no'té on Rev. 8:7). Note that the Trumpets affect only a third of the earth; but the Bowls affect the whole
earth|

3. Poured out his bowl on the sea. All disasters which involve the sea. (See note on Rev. 8:8.)

4. Poured out his bowl on the rivers. All disasters which come from the land waters. (See note on Rev,
8:10.)

5-7. 1 heard the angel. He declares the justice of what God is doing! God's people have cried out for

_ vengeance (Rev. 6:9-11); and God heard them and promised to answer these prayers (Rev. 8:1-5),

8-9. Poured out his bowl on the sun. The fourth Trumpet brings the heavens themselves as tools to be
used against the enemies of Christ’s church! (See note on Rev. 8:12.) Some think Deut. 28:20-22 applies

here, and that man's cruelty to each other is included in this.
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Ch. 16

19Then the fifth-angel poured out his bowl on
:the throne of the beast. Darkness fell over the
beast’s kingdom, and men bit their tongues
because of their pain, 'and they cursed the God
of heaven for their pains and sores. But they did
not turn from their evil ways.

2?Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on IV

the great river Euphrates. The river dried up, to
provide a way for the kings who come from the
east. *Then I saw thiee unclean spirits, that
looked like frogs, coming out of the mouth of the
dragon, the mouth of the beast, and the mouth of
the false .prophet. '“They are the spirits of

demons that perform miracles. These three -

spirits go out to the kings over the whole earth,
to bring them together for the war on the great
day of Aimighty God.

15“Listen! I am coming like a thiefl Happy is
he who stays awake and takes care of his cloth-
ing, so that he will not walk around naked and be
ashamed in public!”

*Then the spirits brought the kings together
in the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.

The fifth angel poured out 10
his bowl on the throne of the
beast, and his kingdom was
plunged into darkness. Men - *
gnawed their tongues in . .

gony and cursed the God 1}

heaven because of their -
pains and their sores, but'
they refused to repent of
what they had done.

The sixth angel poured. 12
out his bowl on the at ..,
rivet Euphrates, and its"
water was dried up to pre-

F?rare the way for the kings ..

om the east. Then' I saw 13+

- three evil spirits that looked ;%

like frogs; they came out of . ..
the mouth of thedragon, out, gt
of the mouth of the beast!:: -
and out of the mouth of the,, .,
false prophet. They aré 14
spitits of demons perform- .
ing miraculous signs, and, ..
they go out to the kings of
the whole world, to gather
them for the battle on theL y
great day of God Almi, dg(

“Behold, I come like a_15
thiefl Blessed is he who stays’
awake and keeps his clothess .
with him, so that he may not
go naked and be shamefully
exposed.”

hen they gathered. the 16

kings together to the place
that in Hebrew is called -

Armageddon.

10-11. Poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, This shows the incredible cruelty of man to each
other. Governments falll Political chaos brings economic depression! The throne of the beast is the
center of anti-christian government. When Assyria falls, or Babylon, or Rome, the whole universg of,
the ungodly seems to crash down around them! Compare notes on Rev. 9:6; Matt. 24:21.

12-14, Poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates. The sixth Trumpet introduces war in general
(see notes on Rev. 9:14). Here the Bowl brings us to Armageddon. See notes on Rev. 11:4-10. These
verses are a picture-symbol. The river represents the wicked wotld. The unclean spirits look like frogs
to show their hideous, repulsive nature. They represent the power and influence of hell introduced info
the thoughts and actions of mankind. The kings from the east and the kings over the whole earth come
together to war against the messianic community - MOTIVATED by hell itself! The central idea is Satan
and the powers of hell at work in our world. But God uses the horror that war brings to warn the un-
godly (Trumpet) and to punish the rebel (Bowl). Satan uses war in his attempt to destory God’s people.

In the continuing cycle of Armageddon, Satan destroys his own followets by forcing them to fight
against ‘God and his church. Compare 2 Kings 19:32-36, which is the “‘picture” of the final Armaged

don. That final Armageddon comes just before the Second Coming. Therefore the sixth bow! is
Armageddon, and the seventh bowl if*the Day of Judgment. The events of the first six bowls repeat
again and again, but reach their final form just before and in connection with the Last Day.

15-16. Listen! I am coming like a thief! At the peak of Satan’s effort, Christ suddenly appears! Com-
pare Rev. 20:9. The ungodly will be caught ‘‘naked” by this! As the kmgs come to Armageddon, the
seventh bowl is poured out.
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Ch, 17

"Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl | Theseyenth angel poured 17
in the ait. A loud voice came from the throne in | outhis ‘;g‘:‘:g;‘:p] he air, and
the temple, saying, “It is done!” **There were | loud voice from the throne,
flashes of lightning, sounds, peals of thunder, | saying, "1t is donel” ;{;‘ft" 18
and a terrible earthquake. There never has been | ning, rumblings, peals of
such an earthquake since the creation of man; f;l:xl;?gerrq?& 8 Severc eatth.
this was the worst earthquake of all! *The great | has ever occurred since man
city was split into three patts, and the cities of | has g“ﬂ on “tr}tlh’ so tll(‘e'

u . d t d God b d mendous was _e: quake.
all countries were destroyed. remembered | The great city splitintothree 19

great Babylon, and made her drink the wine
from his cup—the wine of his furious wrath. 2°All
the islands disappeared, all the mountains

parts, and the cities of the

nations collapsed. God re-
membered Babylon the
Great and gave her the cup
filled with the wine of the

vanished. ?'Great stones of hail, each weighing as
much as a hundred pounds, fell from the sky on
men. And men cursed God because of the plague
of hail, because it was such a terrible plague.

fury of his wrath. Every 20
island fled away and the
mountains could not be
found. From the sky huge 21
hailstones of about a hun-
dred pounds each fell upon
men. And they cursed

on account of the Flague of
hail, because the plague was

so terrible. ’

The"‘Great Prostitute

1 ¢ Then one of the seven angels who had the

seven bowls came to me and said, “Come | 1ye Woman on the Beast

. 17 One of the seven

angels who had the
17. Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl in the alr. Satan’s last effort at crushing God’s people
ends before it has any chance of succeeding, as the seventh bowl brings the Judgement. It Is done! God’s
decree has been carried out. The work is complete. The seventh bowl brings our world of time to an end.
18-21, There were flashes of lightning, These verses are symbolic of the horror of Judgment. The final
collapse of Babylon is a crushing blow to all who have the mark of the beast. The earth breaking to
pleces and the huge hail stones are part of the picture. The central idea is that in the final Judgment,
the entire empire of evil is to be destroyed! As the great stones of hail fall from the sky, they symbolize
the complete wrath of God directed against all the ungodly (see Jude 14-16). But even as they stand
on the brink of hell, these ungodly rebels curse God and blasphemé him!
Christ and the Fall of Babylon. Chapters 17-19 (I John 2:17)
This is the sixth parallel section. The central idea is: ‘'The world and everything in it that men desire
is passing away, "' We once again return to the First Coming. Chapter 17 shows the nature and history of
the prostitute; chapter 18 shows the inevitable, complete, irrevocable downfall and ruin of her; chapter
19 shows heaven celebrating God's victory over the prostitute.

1. Come, and I will show you. So far five enemies of Christ have been introduced to us: the dragon
(Satan); the beast from the sea (anti-christian government); the beast from the earth, who is the faise
prophet (anti-christian religion and philosophy); the prostitute Babylon (anti-christian seduction);
and the men who have the mark of the beast (who are rebels against God). We saw the doom of those
who have the mark of the beast in chapters 15 & 16, We will see the doom of Babylon in Rev. 18:2; the
doom of the sea beast and the false prophet (earth beast) in Rev. 19:20; and the doom of the dragon
(Satan) in Rev, 20:10. How the great prostitute is to be punished. Note that she is a prostitute, not an
adulteress! She is not an apostate church, but rather the world as it symbolizes LUXURY, VICE, and
GLAMOUR (I John 2:16).
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and I will show you how the great prostitute is
to be punished, that great city that is built near
many rivers. *The kings of the earth committed
immorality with the: great prostitute, and the
people of the world became drunk from drinking
the wine of her immorality.”

*The Spirit took control of me, and the angel
carried me to a desert. There I saw a woman
sitting on a red beast that had wicked names

written all over it; the beast had seven heads and-

ten horns. “The woman was dressed in purple
and scarlet, and covered with gold ornaments,
precious stones, and pearls. In her hand she
held a gold cup full of obscene and filthy things,
the result of her immorality. On her forehead
was written a name that has a' secret meaning:
“The Great Babylon, mother of all prostitutes
and perverts of the world.” *And I saw that the
woman was drunk with the blood of God’s
people, and the blood of those who were killed
because they had been loyal to Jesus.
When'I.saw her I was completely amazed.

seven bowls came and said
to me, “Come, I will show
you the punishment. of the
great prostitute, who sits on
many waters. With her the
kings of the earth committed
adultery and the inhabitants
of the earth were intoxicated
with the wine of her
adulteries.”.

Then the angel carried me
away in the Spirit into a
desert. There I saw a woman
sitting on a scarlet beast that
was covered with blas-
phemous names, and: had
seven heads and ten horns.
The woman was dressed in
purple and scarlet, and was
glittering with gold recious
stones and pearls. She held
a golden cup. in her hand,
filled with abominable
things and the filth of her
adulteries. This title was
written on her forehead:

MYSTERY
BABYLON THE GREAT
THE MOTHER OF
PROSTITUTES AND OF THE
ABOMINATIONS OF
THE EARTP
1 saw that the woman was
drunk with the blood of the
saints, the blood of those
who bore testimony to Jesus.
When I saw her, I was

2. Committed immoralty. The whole world is an 1oL to those who do not have the right attitude
toward God. Industry, commerce, art, culture, and all the other such things can be used by the Devil
to seduce people, even believers, and turn them away from God. Two people can live side by side in the
same house, and look out upon two completely dlfferent worlds!

3-6. There I saw a woman sitting on a red heast. "These verses form a picture-symbol. The red beast is
the sea-beast of Rev. 13:1. It is the governments of the world as the center or focus of the spirit of perse-
cution. The woman sits on this beast - the two work together. But do not identify this woman with the
woman of Rev. 12. The two are enemies!!! This picture-symbol paints a lurid picture of those, who like
Tudas, sell out the Lord for thirty-pieces of silver. This “selling out” of the Lord and persecuting his
people go hand-in-hand. We said Babylon symbolizes anti-christian seduction. The gold cup invites
you to drink, and implies something of great value. But it is full of obscene and filthy things. Some
things are evil in themselves, and other things which are good can be used in evil ways. The gold cup
symbolizes everything as it is used to separate people from God. Compare note on Rev. 18:4.



Ch, 17 REVELATION 551
"“Why are you amazed?”’ the angel asked me. | greatly astonished, Then 7
“I will tell you the secret meaning of the woman | e *;gge‘;;;gi,;g,ggz- M
and of the beast that carries her, the beast with | explain to you the mystery
seven heads and ten horns. *The beast you saw | of the women ant_ of the
was once alive, but lives no Jonger; it is about to | the seven heads and ten
come up from the abyss and will go off to be | horns The beast, which you 8
destroyed. The people living on earth whose | and will come up out of the
names have not been written, before the world | Abyssand go o his Gestruc.
was created, in the book of the living, will all | earth whose names hbaveknoz‘
been written in the book o
be: amazed.as they look at the be'axst._ It was once | [0 Mt reation of the
alive, now it no longer lives, but it will teappear. | world will be astonished
*This calls for wisdom and understanding. | Yhen theysee the beast, be-
. . cause he once was, now 1s
‘The seven heads are seven hills, the hills that the | not, and yet will come. .

: 5 . 10 “This calls for a mind 9
woman sits on. They are also seven kings: ''five | " €8s 100, & T80
of them have fallen, one still rules, and the other head}sl sre_soven hillfr on

. which the woman sits. They
one has not yet_ come; _when he comes he must e o Fhey 10
remain only a little while. **And the beast that | have fallen, oneis, g eot}?er
3 i fq 1 has not yet come; but when
was once alive, but lives no longer, is itself an B o e b st T
eighth king who belongs to the first seven and | main foxl'l a little while. Thg, u
beast who once was, an
goes off to be destroyed. now is not, is an eighth king,
He belongs to the seven and
is going to his destruction.

7-8. 1 will tell you the secret meaning. The woman sits on the red beast (verse 3), and they are one in
purpose and intent. Worldly people drink the wine of her immorality and experience her pleasures; and
the world as a center of persecution works in close cooperation with the world as the center of luxury,
anti-christian culture and pleasure. Both Babylon and the beast are “past, present, and future.” Their
form changes; their substance stays the same. Babylon will be destroyed and the beast will go off to be
destroyed, but not until both have fooled all who do not have their name written in the book-of the
living. See Rev, 13:8.

9-11, The seven heads are seven hills, Note that both the beast and Babylon ARE IN EXISTENCE as John
writes this! The seven hills clearly speak of Rome, as verse 18 also shows. Imperial Rome, center of the
Empire. John sees this city filled with glamour, romance, appeal - all the things to attract kings and
rulers. It was insane in its search for pleasure. Christians wete torn to pieces to please the crowds. The
prostitute was drunk with the blood of God’s people (verse 6). They are also seven kings. The five who
have fallen and the one who still rules can be fit into history, Old Babylonia, Assyria, New Babylon,
Medo-Persia, Greco-Macedonia - have all fallen. Rome still ruled, as John wrote this. The seventh
king/kingdom which will remain only a little while is not so easy to identify with history. Johnson thinks
it was the Eastern Roman Empire as it was revived by Justinian in the early part of the sixth century.
Others identify this with Constantine the Great; still others with the Germanic nations that conqueted
Rome. Perhaps this seventh king/kingdom is symbolic of all the anti-christian world powers that will
oppress God’s people until the time of the Second Coming. Is itself an elghth king. The beast itself is
the final form of world power, who will be destroyed by Christ’s Second Coming. Compare 2 Thess.
2:8. Again we say that the forms change but the substance stays the same. The beast seems to revive
after every defeat (verse 8) but always goes off to be destroyed. .
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12The ten horns you saw are ten kings who

have not yet begun to rule, but who will be given-

authority to rule as kings for one hour with the
beast. *These ten all have the same purpose, and

. A . the beast. They have one 13
they give their power and authority to the beast. | purpose %nd w}llll ve thtiu
14T 5 i1 y . wer and authority to the

They will ﬁght against the Lamb; buf the | fover They will make war 14
Lamb, and his called, chosen, and faithful | against the Lamb, but the
followers with him, will defeat them, because he b“:é‘;ﬁs:’“}w°"‘:;°°“£§nf“eg;

. . o a
is Lord of lords and King of kings. , Iorgs an‘c‘i lI‘(img o‘ﬁ kéngsh—

18 3 L1 9 and wit] m W e Iis
The angel also said to me, .The waters you | S " osen ‘and faith.
saw, on which the prostitute sits, are nations, | ful folowers.” :

Then the angel said to 15

peoples, races, and languages. !*The ten horns

“The ten horns you saw
are ten kings who have not

yet received a kingdom, but

who for one hour will receive
authority as kings along with

me, “The waters you saw,

12

where the prostitute sits, are
peoples, multitudes, nations
and languages. The beast 16
and the ten horns you saw
will hate the prostitute. They
will bring her to ruin and
leave her naked; theywill eat
her flesh and burn her with
fire. For.God has put it into 17
 their hearts to accomplish
his purpose by agreeing to
give the beast their power to
rule, until God’s words are
fulfilled. The woman you
saw is the great city that
rules over the kings of the
earth.”

you saw, and the beast, will hate the prostitute;
they will take away everything she has and leave
her naked; they will eat her flesh and destroy her
with fire. ’For God placed in their hearts the
desire to carry out his purpose, by acting with
one accord and giving to the beast their power to
rule, until God’s words come ttue.

1#“The woman you saw is the great city that
rules over the kings of the earth.”

12-14, The ten homs, The ten “horn-kings” who “rule as kings for one hour with the beast” syixibolize
ail the important and influential men of every activity [art, education, commerce; industry, govern-
ment, etc.] fo the degree that they setve the central authority. Their goal is to honor themselves, and
to do this they give their power and authority to the beast to help it fight against Christ and his church.
See verse 14, But the Lamb and his followers constantly defeat every form of anti-christian power.
1t may not seem that way on the surface of things, but just when the beast seems to be wmmng, his
doom is already there.

15-17. For God placed in thelr hearts, The prostitute sits on the waters, which symbohze the nations,
peoples, races and languages - that ate always working to oppose the church of Christ. The world in
general, especially the great men of influernce, drink from her gold cup and become drunk with the wine
of her immorality. They carry her and give themiselves to everything she has to offer. But the warld, in
a sense, destroys itself. The very people who make up the “anti-christian world” hate the prostitute
and utterly destroy her. God is using these very rebels as his own agents. They gwe their power to the
beast, until God’s words come true. Then they turn on her and destroy her, but it is too late! They are
punished by the results of their own foolishness. Compare Judas, as he throws down the thirty pieces
of silver and goes out to hang himself. Conipare Matt. 4:8-10 and notes.

18. Is the great city. Rome. See verse 9.
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The Fall of Babylon

After this I saw another angel coming
1 down out of heaven, He had gteat authoy-
ity, and his splendor brightened the whole earth.
*He cried out in a loud voice, ‘“She has fallen!
Great Babylon has fallen! She is now haunted
by demons and unclean spirits; all kinds of filthy
and hateful birds live in her. *For she gave her
wine to all peoples and made them drink it—the
sttong wine of her immoral lust. The kings of
the earth committed immorality with her, and
the businessmen of the world grew rich from her
untestrained lust.”
“Then 1 heard another voice from heaven,
saying,

The Fall of Babylon

After this I saw an-
18 other angel coming
down from heaven, He had
great authority, and the
earth was illuminated by his
splendor. With a mighty
voice he shouted:
“Fallen! Fallen is Babylon
the Great!
She has become a home
for demons
and a haunt for every evil
spirit, -
a haunt for everyunclean
and detestable bird,
For all the nations have
-drunk
+ the maddening wine of
her adulteries.
The kings of the earth
committed adultery

with her,
and the merchants of the
earth grew rich
from her excessive
luxuries.”
Then I heard another voice 4
from heaven say:
“Come out'of her, my
people, ‘
so that you will not share
in her sins,

so that you will not
receive any of her
plagues;

““Come out, my people! Come out from
her! =
You must not take part in her sins;
you must not share her punishments!

The Prostitute is “The Great Babylon” - the symbol of anti-christian seduction [the glamour, romance,
and appeal of this world (1 John 2:15-17)], at any moment of history. “Babylon”’ is the world as a center
of industry, commerce, art, culture, etc, A WRONG ATTITUDE toward these things (compare I Tim.
6:10) will cause a person to turn away from God, Babylon’s rALL happens again and again throughout
history, but perhaps the fall of the last Babylon [Babylon in its final form?] will be simultaneous with
the Second Coming of Christ, [Anti-christian religion is symbolized by the False Prophet.]

, 1-3, After this I saw another angel. Angels are sent to announce God’s decree, and to carry out his
work. Great Babylon has fallen! Compare Isa. 21:9; Jer. 50:2; 51:8. The angel uses the ‘‘historic future”
to speak of Babylon’s coming fall as though it had already happened. The emptiness and desolation of
“fallen Babylon” is described in the last haif of verse 2. (Compare Isa. 13:20-22; Jer. 50:39, 45; 51:37,
42; Zeph. 2:14.) Verse 3 gives the reason for Babylon’s fall. [It is a paradox that this present world is
both a blessing and a curse, serving both God and the Devil. What it is to you will be determined by
your attitude toward it (I Tim. 6:10).] ‘

4. Come out, my people. Notice that God has people living in Babylon. God’s people in all ages are
commanded to come out af Babylon. (Compare Isa. 48:20; 52:11; Jer. 50:8; 51:54; Zech. 2:7; 2 Cor.
2:16-18.) Since Babylon is the World, as a center of seduction, God’s people in all ages live right in the
middle.of it. To “come out” is to be pure from her sins. [Some have misunderstood this call to “‘come
out,” and dropped out of society and hidden themselves away. But the Apostles and early Christians
did not do this. They continued to be an active part of society, working to turn people to Jesus Christ -




554 REVELATION

Ch. 18

*For her sins are piled up as high as heaven,
and God remembers her wicked ways.

Treat her-exactly as'she has treated you;
pay her back tw1ce as much as she has

done. ‘
Fill her cup'with a drink twice as strong

as the drink she prepared for you.

’Give her as much suffering and grief

as the glory and luxury she gave herself )

For she keeps telling herself: .
‘Here I sit, a queen! o
I'am no widow, v
* I'will never know griefl’ -
"Because of this her plagues will all strike
her in one day,
disease, grief, and famine.
And she will.be burned with fire,
- because the Lord God, who judges her,
is mighty.”

’The kings of the earth who shared her im-
morality and lust will cry' and weep over the
city when they see the smoke ‘of her burning.
19They stand a long way: off, because they are:
afraid of her suffering, and say, '‘How terriblé!
How awfull This gréeat and mighty city Babyloh!

~In just one hour you have been punished!”

for her sins are piled up fo
heaven,- = :
and God has .
remeémibered hercrimes.
Give back to heras she has
given;
pay her back double for *
what she has done.
Mix her a double portion
" from her ewh cup.
" Give her as much tortiire
and grief :
as the glory and Tuxury
she gave herself,
- In her heart.she boasts,

‘I'sit as queen; I am nota’

© widow;. -
and 1 will never mourn.’

" Therefore in one day her

. plagues will overtake her:
death, mourning and-
famine.

She will be'consumed by :

fire, .

for mighty is ‘the Lotd
God whojudges her.

“When the kings of the

“earth who committed adul-’

tery:with her and shared her
luxury see the smoke of her,
burning, they will weep and
mourn over her, Térrified at
her torment, they will stand
far off and cry:

‘Woel Woe, O great city,
'O Babylom, city of power! .

"Inone hout your doom has
comel .

5

[

0

whxch then “changes the world” for that person. “‘When anyone is Jomed to Chmt he is a new bemg,

the old is gone, the new has come’’ 2 Cor. 5:17).

5. And God remembers her wicked ways. It may look like God has forgotten, but he has not! .

6. Pay her back twice as much. She deserves what she will receive!

7. For she keeps telling herself. In the vision, Babylon is proud and arrogant -(Compare Isa, 14; 13-14;

47:8; Jer. 50:29.)

8. Because of this. Because she is proud and boastful, her plagues will all strike her in one day (sym-
bolic of sudden, complete destruction). The Lord God, whom she has opposed, is very strong!
9-10. The kings of the earth. The kings (men of influence) cry and weep when they see her destroyed.-
They shared her 1mmora11ty and enjoyed her luxuries. Notice they stand a long way off because they

are afraid.
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" 13The businessmen of the earth also cry and “The .merchants of the 11
mourn for her because no one buys their goods. | carth will weep ;g‘z,n“;g‘:;;;

_any longer; '!no one buys their gold, silver, | their argoes any mors— -
-precious stones, and pearls; their goods of linen, | Sigoes of gold, sitver, pre 12
purple cloth, sﬂk and scarlet; all kinds of rate | linen, purple, sitk and scar-
woods, and all Kind of objects made of ivory {jggc‘l"tang";rr{;‘l’g ‘(’ffcétvg‘;‘;
.and of expensive wood, of bronze, iron, and | kind made of ivory, costly
marble; *and cinnamon, spice, incense, myrth, g{?%?ﬁgg‘:: iron and mar- |
and frankincense; wine and oil, flour and wheat, | and spice, of incense, myrrh
cattle and sheep, horses .and carriages, slaves :gg gfﬁ,‘;k‘o‘;fe‘;sfeﬁﬁf fowe
and even men’s souls. “The businessmen say to | and wheat; cattle and sheep;
her, “‘All the good things you longed to own gggﬁii a‘;“’jdmff}f(‘}gnﬁzhva"d
have disappeared, and:all your wealth and | “They will say, ‘The fruit 14
glamor are gone, and you will never find them | Yo 1°“%fdy£‘l’fr‘sn one from.
again!” '’The businessmen, who became rich | splendor 'have vanished,

* from doing business in that city, will stand a long gf;’fcfh;‘;ge;g%"":;fg th’;*;ﬁ 15
way off, because they are afraid of her suffering. | things ‘and gained . their’
They will cry. and mourn, !*and say, “‘How. ;”a‘;agpf ft‘gr‘gﬁ‘;gr a‘;"{}egti‘gg
terrible! How awful for the great city! She used | ment. They will weep and
to dress herself in linen, purple, and scarlet, and m";?‘ ‘;"V‘a"w g‘“ bty 16

. g s oel Woe, R
cover- herself  with -gold ornaments, precious dressed | mﬁnegfmm pﬂr
stones, and'pearls!:'"And i in.one hour she has Iost | = pleand scarlet,
all this wea,lth!” and glittering thh gold,

: ' precious stones
All -the ship captains and passengers, the . and gearlsl I
sailors and all_others who earn their living on | .onenour i,‘;‘;ngre“
the sea, stood a long way off, '*and cried out as . brought to ruin’
they saw the smoke of her burning, ‘“There never “Everysea captain, and all
who travel by ship, the sail-
ots, and all who earn their
. lxvmgfrom thesea, willstand
far off. When they see the 18
smoke of her burning, they
will exclaim, ‘Was thereever
a city like this great city?’

11-16. The businessmen of the earth. The businessmen cry and mourn, because their goods have sud-
denly become worthless! Most of the list of goods are luxuries for a pleasure-mad world! These include
slaves and even men's souls. Fortunes have been made through the ‘“‘seduction of the world.” Notice
these businessmen stand long way off because they are afraid.

17-19. All the ship captains. Those who make their fortune by the sea (exporters, importers, fisher-
men, pearl-divers, etc.). They throw dust on their heads as a sign of sorrow and grief. And in one hour
-she has lost everything. Babylon's fall happens again and again throughout history. The fall of Babylon
brings economic chaos! The unbeliever has built his trust and his hope on the things which Babylon
symbolizes (the luxuries and pleasures of this world). The world, as it is now, changes (I Cor. 7:29-31).
The wicked trust only in material things, and, when Babylon falls, they fali with it! (Compare Luke
12:16-21.) .
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has been another city like the great city!”’:**They
threw dust on, their heads, they cried and
mourned, saying, “How tertible! How awful for
the great city!. She is the city whete all who have
ships sailing the seas become rich on her wealth!
And in one hour she has lost everything!’”

20Be glad, heaven, because of her destruction!
Be glad, God’s people, and the apostles and

prophets! Because God has ]udged her for what -

she did to you!

'Then a mlghty angel picked up a stone the
size of a largémillstone and threw it into the sea,
saying, ““This is how the great city Babylon will
be thrown down with v1olence, and will never be

seen again. -**The music of harpists and” musi- -

cians, of players of the fluté and the trumpet,
will never be heard in you ‘again! No workman
in any trade will ever be found in you again; and
the sound of the millstone will be heard no
more! 2*Never again will the light of a lamp be
seen in you; no more will the voices of bride
and groom be heard in you:. Yout businessmen
were the most powerful in all the world, and with
your false magic you decelved all the people of
the world' ”

They will throw'dust: on ‘their 19
heads, .and with weepingand
mourmng cry out:
‘Woel Woe, O %eat clty,
- where all who had ships
.onthesea -
became rich through her
' wealth!
In one hour she has been
brought to ruin! '
Rejoice over her, O 20
heaven! )
Rejoice, saints and
.~ apostles and prophets!
God has judged her for the .
way she treated you.” ” -
‘Then a mighty -angel 21
picked up a boulder the size. -
of . a large millstone and’
thréw it into the sea, and
said: . ; .
“With such violence ,
the great city of Babylon
will be thrown down,
never to be found again. .
The music of harpists and 22
musicians,
flute-players and
trumpeters,
will never be heard inyou
again,
No workman of any trade
will ever be found in you

again.
The sound of a millstone
will never be heard inyou

again.
The light of a lamp 23
“will never shine in you

again,
The voice of bridegroom
and bride
will never be heard in you
again.
Your merchants were the
world’s great men,
By your magic spell all .
the nations wereled - |
astray.

20. Be glad! The world makes God’s people suffer (see note on Rev. 2:20). God will judge the world

in vengeance! He does this again apd again by making Babylon fall.

21-23. Then a mighty angel. The large stone is thrown down to the bottom of the sea where no one can
retrieve it! This is symbolic that Babylon will be found “never again!” [God continually judges “society’”
because “society” persecutes and harms God's people.] False magle. Compare Isa. 47:9-15. The
“glamour, romance, gold, and appeal” of this world are a “false magic,” but don’t forget that “witch-
craft, voodoo, fortune-telling, etc.,” turn people from God, and make vast fortunes for some.
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#Babylon was punished because the blood of
prophets and of God’s people was found in the
city: yes, the blood of all those who have been
killed on earth.

After this I heard what sounded like the
19 loud voice of a great crowd of people in
heaven, saying, ‘“Praise God! Salvation, glory,
and power belong to our God! 2True and right-
eous are his judgments! He has condemned
the great prostitute who was corrupting the
earth with her immorality. God has punished her
because she killed his servants.” *Again they
shouted, “Praise God! The smoke from the
burning of the great city goes up forever and
ever!”” ‘The twenty-four elders and the four living
creatures fell down and worshiped God who was
seated on the throne, and said, “Amen! Praise
God!”

The Wedding Feast of the Lamb

SThen there came from the throne the sound
of a voice, saying, “Praise our God, all his
servants, and all men, both great and small, who

In her was found thebjood 24

of prophets and
of the saints,
and of all who have been
killed on the earth.”

Hallelyjah!
After this, I heard
19 what sounded like the
roar of a great multitude in
heaven shouting:
‘Hallelujah!
Salvation and glory and
gowet belong toour God,
or true and just are his
judgments.
He has condemned the
great prostitute
who corrupted the earth
" byher adulteries.
He has avenged on her the
blood of his servants.”
And again they shouted:
“Hallelujah!
The smoke from her goes
up for ever and ever.”
The twenty-four elders
and the four living creatures
fell down and worshiped
God, who was seated on the
throne. And they cried:
“‘Amen, Hallelujah!”
Then a voice came from
the throne, saying:
“Praise our God,
all you his servants,
you who fear him,
both small and great!”

24, Punished because the blood. Babylon is “stained with the blood” of prophets and God’s people.
This requires God’s vengeancel Also, this is another reason to think of Babylon as past, present, and
future, rather than just a city or power at the “‘end time.”

Heaven celebrates God's victory over the prostitute, Babylon!

1-4. Like the loud voice of & great crowd. The angels praise God for what he has done! They declare
that in judging Babylon, God has completed the saving of his people. All opposition has been crushed
forever! The twenty-four elders. These symbolize all God’s people (see note on Rev. 4:3-6), and they
join in praising God for his judgment of the prostitute. The four living creatures join in also! (See note
on Rev. 18:20.)

The Wedding Feast of the Lamb.

5. The sound of a voice, saying. A solo voice, perhaps one of the angels. All - angel or man - are called

upon to Praise our God} :
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fear him!” *Then I heard what sounded like the edTlhenIheard whatlsom:ld- 6
i i i ike a great multitude,

voice of a great crowd, like the roar of a mighty | s ' & 8t & rashing
waterfall, like loud peals of thunder. I heard | waters and like loud peals of
them say, “Praise God! For the Lord, our Al- th‘}};feﬁ’ IS“_"‘;J‘“S‘
mighty God, is King! "Let us rejoice and be glad; | For our Lord God
let us praise his greatness! For the time has RAlmlghtyrelgtasbe wd 7
come for the wedding of the Lamb, and his bride a;g;‘:g‘;;f;“g‘;m, g
has prepared herself for it. *She has been given FIc:r th;lv;edding of the
clean shining linen to dress herself w’ith.” (The s bride has made
linen is the righteous deeds of God’s people.) _hetl'?elfrelz;\Qy.h . 5
“Then the angel said to me, “Write this: | Fifc inen brightan
Happy are those who have been invited to the | - wasgiven her to wear.”
wedding feast of the Lamb.” And the angel g““glgfe(}g;e:ct:’fggfﬁeg:ntf;lg
added, “These are the true words of God.” | "“ry ) iheangelsaidtome, 9
197 fell down at his feet to worship him, but he “\lllVrlte 'messdeclt ase thocsle
said to me,. “Don’t do it! I am a fellow servant | 3° g;;‘;‘f}th:ﬁa;{fﬁ
of yours, and of your brothers, all those who hold Ahnt he ad%ed ) C';I'O}(liese are
H 33 { the true words o
to the truth that Jesus revealed. Worshlg Godl ‘At this T fell at his feet to 10
For the truth that Jesus revealed is what | worshi hin:.dBu;c!lIle saidf to
P : me, “Do not do it! L am a fel-
Inspires the prophets. fow servant with you and
withhyotgr brothers wfhc} hold
to the ‘testimony of Jesus.
The Rider on the White Horse Worship God! For the test-
“Then I saw heaven open, and there was a | Mom ol Jsus s the spirit of
white horse. Its rider is called Faithful and True; e Rider om the Wi
i 1 i 1 H H e Rider on the te
it is with justice that he judges and fights his | = »
1 saw heaven standing 11
open and there before me
was a white horse, whose
rider is called Faithful and
True. With justice he judges

6. Thenl heard; He uses different symbols to describe the voice of praise directed to God!

7-8. For the time has come! Here is the reason for rejoicing! The time has come for the Wedding of
Christ and his church] This Wedding Feast will last through all Eternity! [Compare Isa. 51:1-3; 54:1-5;
62:5; Jer. 2:32; Hosea 2:1; Matt. 9:15; John 3:29; 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:32; Rev. 21.9,) v

9-10, Write this: Happy are those. One of the beatitudes of Revelation. See also Rev. 1:3; 14:13;16:15;
20:6; 22:7; 22:14. Warshlp Gad. John is ready to worship the speaket, but he is told to worship God!
No one elsé is to be worshiped.

The judgment of the beast and the false prophet.
11, There was a white horse, The Rider is Christ at his. Second Coming. [The white horse and Rider of
the first seal are Christ conquering through his church in this world (see Rev, 6:2).]
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battles, **His eyes wetre like a flame of fire, and | and makes war, His eyes are 12
he wore many crowns on his head. He had a | Jike plazing fire, and on 1is
name written on him, but no one except himself | has a name written on him
knows what it is. **The robe he wore was covered | that no one l;"grehs: Jimself |
with blood. The name by which he is called is | robe dipped in blood, and
“The Word of God.” "“The armies of heaven ,’Fg:i’f;:::h:fwhg;‘égf‘fvﬁe »
followed him, riding on white horses and dressed followgig 1um,d lgdmgd(;n
' H 5 15 white horses and dressed in
in clean white linen. *A sharp sw'ord came out | EhIG NOSC M ond olean,
of his mouth, with which he will defeat the | Out of his dmout}? cgmgs als
i i i i sharp sword with which to
nations. Ee will rule over therp w1_th a rod. of iron, S o the mations. He
and he will squeeze out the wine in the winepress | will rule thegl vﬁth a rod of
: 5 16 iron. He treads the winepress
of the furious wratp of the Almlghty God. *On | Xon’ Gury of the wrath of
his robe and on his leg was written the name: | God Almighty. On his robe 16
“King of kings and Lord of lords.” and on his thigh he has
'"Then I saw an aqgel standing in_ the sun. He KING OF KINGS AND
shouted in a loud voice to all the birds flying in LORD OF LORDS.
mid-air, ““Come, and gather together for God’s |, AndIsawan angelstand- 17
18 . ing in the sun, who cried ina
great feast! **Come and eat the flesh of kings, | ioud voice to all the birds fly-
generals, and soldiers, the flesh of horses and | inginmidair, “Come, gather
P together for the great supper
their riders, the flesh of all men, slave and free, | ofGod, so that you may eat 18
” the flesh of kings, generals,
gt'??t and smalll s and mlghty men, of horses
Then I saw the beast and the kings of the | nd their ridets, and the
earth and their armies gathered to fight against | flesh of all people, free and
id h d s hi slave, small and great.
the one who rides the horse, and against his Then I saw the beast and 19
army. 2°The beast was taken prisoner, together Eﬁ:xgm;.%rsm%{; thztagtelé a:lod
with the false prophet who had performed | pether to make war against
miracles in his presence. (It was by those miracles | the rider on the horse and his
army. But the beastwas cap- 20
tured and with him the false
prophet who had performed
the miraculous signs on his

12-16. A symbolic picture (like “‘modern art”) is painted of Christ, Fire: fierce destruction. Crowns:
power and honor. Name: authority. Robe . . . covered with blood: slaughter, vengeance. The Word of
God: his identity John 1:1). Sword: slaughter - the power to defeat. White horses: victory. White linen:
purity, being “not guilty.” King of Kings and Lord of Lords: he is the highest of all (Phil, 2:9)!

17-18. Come. So certain is the victory of Christ, that an angel already calls the birds to come feast on,
the slaughtered kings and armies!

19. Gathered to fight against. This is “Armageddon.” We meet this battle four times in Reve]atlon
(see also Rev, 11:7-13; 16:12-16; 20:7-10). Note that the armies of heaven do not wear armor or carry
weapons (verse 14). No battle is fought. When the forces of evil are all prepared to destroy the forces of
heaven (the church), “fire came down from heaven and destroyed them'' (Rev. 20:9). See note on Rev,
16:12.

20-21. The beast was taken prisoner. See what happens to the beast and the false prophet and those
who follow them. .
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that he had deceived those who had the mark

of the beast, and those who had worshiped: the
image of the beast.) The beast and the false
prophet were both thrown alive into the lake of
fire that burns with sulfur. 2'Their armies were
killed by the sword that comes out of the mouth
of the one who rides the horse; and all the birds
ate all they could of their flesh.

The Thousand Years

Then I saw an angel coming down from
20 heaven, holding in his hand the key of the
abyss and a heavy chain. *He seized the dragon,

that old serpent— that is, the Devil, or Satan— | hand a thge‘eﬁmcgzm e 2
and tied him up for a thousand years. *The | ancient serpent, %ho is the
angel threw him into the abyss, locked it and | devil, or Satan, and bound
sealed it, so thi.tt he could not deceive the nations | threw him inte the Ab:yss,
any more until the thousand years were over. ;ﬁlﬁk& a"‘li,ﬂffl'fi%f;"xt
After that he must be set loose for a little while. | ceiving the ,ﬂtms any more
“Then I saw thrones, and those who sat on :';frl: eg:f edthxl;ts;nfhaty“]::
them; they were given the power to judge. I also | nust be set free for a short
saw the souls of those who had been executed | time.
I saw thrones on which 4

because they had proclaimed the truth that
Jesus revealed and the word of God. They had

behalf. With these signs he
had deluded those who had
received the mark of the
beast and worshiped his
image. The two of them were
thrown alive into the fiery
lake of burning sulfur. The
rest of them were killed with
the sword that came out of
the mouith of the rider on the
horse, and all the birds
goried themselves on their
flesh.

The Thousand Years

20

heaven, having thekeytothe
Abyss and holding in his

were seated those who had
been Xl en authority to
n

And I saw an angel
coming down out of .

. v N judge. And I is of
not worshiped the beast or its image, nor had | s inGas e sousof
they received the mark of the beast on their ggrl}icsztsw::gglemtesnnfxgﬁy
foreheads or hands. They came to life and ruled | iord of God“a;;:;’ had

not worshiped the beast or

Chirist and His Church Victors! chapters 20-22. (Rom. 8:37)

This is the seventh parallel section, and we again return to the First Coming of Christ.

1-3. And tied him up for a thousand years. Christ broke the power of Satan by dying on the cross
(Luke 9:31). In the vision, we see Satan tied up with a heavy chain, thrown into the abyss, which is then
locked and sealed. His power and influence over the nations is checked. The nationis cannot conquer
the church! The church conquers (makes them Christ’s disciples) the nations. Compare Rev. 11:12-14;
12:5-12. Satan is bound for a thousand years - the entire Gospel Age. Compare Rev, 11:2-6; 12:14.
Satan is bound by Christ and his sacrifice. Compare Matt. 12:29; Luke 4:1-13; 10:17-18; John 12:20-32;
Col. 2:15; Rev. 12:5-11, “So that he could not deceive the nations any more.” Satan is not permitted
to destroy the church! He must be set loose for » little while. To deceive the nations and persecute the
church. Satan is bound, but still permitted to use his evil influence. Again and again we see the events.
of Revelation repeat themselves. The church grows, becomes powerful, and Satan once. again brings
persecution against it. (See verses 7-10) .

4-6. ThenIsaw thrones. Note that the Second Coming of Clmst does not take place until verse 11..-In
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as kings with Christ for a thousand years. *(The
rest of the dead did not come to life until the
thousand years were over.) This is the first raising
of the dead. ‘Happy and greatly blessed are those
who are included in this first raising of the dead.
The second death has no power over them; they
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and they
will rule with him for a thousand years.

The Defeat of Satan

After the thousand years are over, Satan will
be set loose ftom his prison, tand he will go out to
deceive the nations scattered over all the wotld,
that is, Gog and Magog. Satan will bring them
all together for battle, as many as the grains of
sand on the seashore. *They spread out over the
earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people
and the city that he loves. But fire came down

his image and had not
received his mark on their
foreheads or their hands.
They came to life and
reigned with Christ a thou-
sand years. (The rest of the
dead did not come to life
untiithe thousand years wete
ended.) This is the first res-
urrection. Blessed and holy
atre those who have patt in
the first resurrection. The
second death has no power
over them, but they will be
priests of God and of Christ
and will reign with him for a
thousand yeats.

Satan’s Doom

When the thousand yeats
are over, Satan will be re- -
leased from his prison and
will go out to deceive the
nations in the four corners of
the earth—Gog and Magog
—to gether them for battle.

In number they are like the
sand on the seashore. They 9
matched across the breadth
of the earth and surrounded
the camp of God’s people,
the city he loves. But fire
came down from heaven and

the vision, John sees the souls (not bodies) of those who have killed (executed) for their work of pro-
claiming the Good News (Truth). A thousand years. Symbolic of a long indefinite period of time (com-
pare 2 Pet, 3:8). Here it stands for the Gospel Age - that period of time from the Cross to the Second
Coming. They came to life. This passage speaks only of souls of those who were killed because of their
proclaiming the Good News of Christ. No mention here of a bodily resurrection. Where do these souls
rule as kings with Christ? In heaven! [Paradise, see note at end of Luke 16:31.] They “sit by him on
his throne” (Rev. 3:21); they “stand with him on Mount Zion” (Rev. 14:1); they *‘stand facing the
throne, and sing a new song” (Rev. 14:3; 15:3). Happy and greatly blessed! See note on Rev. 14:13.
This first raising of the dead. Note that the *‘second death” has no power over these. It must refer, then,
to those who are completely removed from this world scene. Since it is a resurrection of the soul, it
speaks of the transfer of the serriT (soul) from this sinful earth [which is under the curse, Gen. 3:17-19;
Rom. 8:20-21] to heaven (in the sense of paradise, see notes on Luke 16:19-31). The second raising of
the dead will come when Christ returns (verse 11) and all the dead will be raised both body and spirit
(soul)! See notes on verses 12-13. They will rule with him for a thousand years. Not only shall these
souls rule with Christ, they will also worship God in Christ as priests all during the thousand years
(gospel age). See Rev. 1:6; 4:10; 5:10; 7:15; 14:4.

7-10. Satan will be set loose. Any interpretation of this must take into account the fact that there will
be Christians alive and waiting when Jesus returns (I Thess. 4:17); and that the ‘‘church” does not
terminate, but continues on into Eternity (Rev. 19:7-9). These verses present Armageddon - an event
which takes place again and again during the entire gospel age. But here they seem to represent one
final all-out effort of Satan, just before the Second Coming. But notice the sequence of events! Satan is
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from heaven and destroyed them. '°Then the | devoured them. And the 10
Devil, who deceived. them, was thrown into the | devil, who deceived them,

. was thrown into_the lake of
lake of fire and sulfur; where the beast and the | vurning sulfur, where the
false prophet had already been thrown; and they [ beast and the false gmphef

had been thrown. They will
will be tormented day and night, forever and be tormented day and night
ever. for ever and ever.
Tlie Dead Are Judged
The Final Judgment hThen I saw a great white 11
. throne and hi h
*'Then I saw a large white throne and the one seated on it. Earth and sky
who sits on it. Earth and heaven fled from his ?hegef?ggs F;::ef!;ﬁh:;d
presence, and were seen no more. -“A'.nd I 5aW | And I saw the dead, great 12
the dead, great and small alike, standing before ?ﬂgtmﬂ :f:éldgggk:j;fg;:‘
the throne. Books were opened, and then another | gpened. Another book was
book was opened, the book of the living. The | opened, which is the book of
‘ f . had 11 T})e dead were judged
dead were judged according to what they had | according to what they had
done, as was written in the books. *Then the sea | done as recorded in the
. ) books. The sea gave up the 13
gave up its dead. Death and the world of the | dead that were in it, and
dead also gave un the dead they held.. And all | death and Hades gave up
. . the dead that were in them,
were judged according to what they had done. | znq.each person was judged
“Then death and the world of the dead were gc%%rd,irrﬁgentgeﬂa:ngi&ﬁ ”
. . . one.
thrown into the lake of fire. (Thgs lake of fire iS | were thrown into the lake of
the second death.) ‘Whoever did not have his | fire. ’ghed Ia]fﬁ ogfﬂren is the "
name written in the book of the living was thrown | jame was nor found veitien
into the lake of fire. in the book of life, he was
thrown into the lake of fire.

set loose. He goes out to deceive the nations. He brings them against the camp of God’s people. Fire
comes down from heaven and destroys them! The Devil is thrown into the lake of fire and sulphur! No
BATTLE 18 FOUGHT! (Compare Rev. 11:7-13; 16:12-16; 19:19-21.) We see Jesus and his mighty angels,
with a flaming fire, coming to punish all who do not believe (2 Thess. 1:7-10). [Some believe the events
of Matt. 24 will be seen again, just before Jesus comes. If so, this must be balanced with the fact that
Jesus will come “like a thief’-when everything seems quiet and safe (I Thess. 5:1-9).]

11. Then I saw a large white throne. This is the Second Coming of Christ! We shall all stand before
Christ (2 Cor. 5:10:-Acts 17:.31; Matt. 25:31; Rev. 14:14).

12-13. And I saw the dead. This is the raising of all the dead, both soul (spirit) and body. See Jokn 5:28-
29; Acts 24:15; Rev. 1:7, The apostles stressed the resurrection of the complete man (see I John 3:2;
Phil. 3:21; 1 Cor. 15:35-57). Paul continually preached about Jesus and the resurrection (Acts 17:18).
In the vision, John sees the sea give up its dead, and Death and the world of the dead [Hades] give up
the dead they hold. Every one of the dead are raised to live again: some in Eternity with God; some in
the lake of fire with Satan.

14-15. Were thrown Into the lake of fire. We see the doom of the unbeliever] The unbeliever and the
unrighteous share the doom of the Deyil, in a place never intended for them. [Book of the living: ancient
cities kept the names of their legal citizens in a book. The names of the dead were erased from the
book, also the names of criminals.]
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The New Heaven and the New Earth

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth,
21 The first heaven and the first earth disap-
peared, and the sea vanished, 2And I saw the
Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God, prepared and ready, like a

bride dressed to meet her husband. °I heard a .

loud voice speaking from the throne, ‘‘Now God'’s
home is with men! He will live with them, and
they shall be his people. God himself will be
with them, and he will be their God. “He will
wipe away all tears from their eyes. There will
be no more death, no more grief, crying, or
pain. The old things have disappeared.”

SThen the one who sits on the throne said,
“And now I make all things new!”” He also said
to me, ‘“Write this, because these words are true
and can be trusted.” *And he said, “It is done! 1
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and
the end. To anyone who is thirsty I will give a free
drink of water from the spring of the water of

The New Jerusalem

Theh I saw a new
21 heaven and a new
earth, for the first heaven
and the first earth had
passed away, and there was
no longer any sea, I saw the
Holy City, the new Jeru-
salem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared
as a bride beautifully dressed
for her husband. And I
heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, “Now the
dwelling of God is with men,
and he will live with them,
They will be his people, and
God himself will be with
them and be their God. He
will wipe every tear from
their eyes, There will be no
more death ot mourning or
crying or pain, for the old
order of things has passed
away.”

He who was seated on the
throne said, “I am making
everything new!” Then he
said, ‘'Write this down, for
these words are trustworthy
and true,”’

He said to me: “It is done,
I am the Alpha and the O-
mega, the Beginning and the
End. To him who is thirsty
I will give to drink without
cost from the spring of the

The redeemed universe in Eternity as symbolically pictured in the messianic community of the redeemed
in the present!

1. Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. New - in the sense of being radically changed. [kaINos,
not NEOS, ‘‘entirely new, unused”’] Creation is to be set free from its slavery to decay (Rom. 8:21). Our
present universe is to be destroyed (2 Pet. 3:10). But God has promised new heavens and a new earth
(2 Pet, 3:13; Acts 3:21),

2. The new Jerusalem. Not the old material city, This is the church of Christ (Matt, 16:18), “like a
bride dressed to meet her husband."'

3. Now God’s home Is with men. This is true now (Eph. 2:22). God lives in his church through the
Holy Spirit. But the Church Triumphant will receive a greater fulfillment in Eternity! (Compare Isa.
65:17; 66:22; Ezek. 11:20; Zech. 13:9; Matt. 13:17; 2 Cor. 6:16.)

4. He will wipe away all tears. This is fulfilled now in the “peace which is beyond human understand-
ing'' which God gives the Christian (Phil. 4:5-7). Again, the Church Triumphant will receive a greater
fulfillment in Eternity (see notes on Rev. 7:13-17).

S-7. And now I make all things new. This is God’s promise! We become new when we are joined to
Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). Those who win the victory will share in the new heaven and new earth when God
makes all things new! (See Rev. 19:9; 22:6; Psalm 36.8; Rev, 7:14-17.)




564 REVELATION Ch. 21
life. "Whoever wins the. victory will receive this | water ovt"rillilfq. ll;le.rrhcﬁ over- 7
. s : : comes inherit a is,
from me:. I will be his God, and he will be my | O35 his God and he
son. *But the cowards, the traitors, and the | willbe myson, But the cow- 8
perverts, the murderers and the immoral, those %ﬂf’{h;h;u‘;gsgﬁ‘,"&% Jhe
who practice magic and those who worship idols, | ually immoral, those who
and all liars—the place for them is the lake | practiecmagicarts, theidol
burning with fire and sulfur, which is the second | place will be in the fiery lake
death.” - ] ofbm?dning sltlllfur. This is the
' . second death,”
. One of the seven angels 9
The New Jerusalem - w}m l}l'md the sevlen bov:ls full
) o of the seven last plagues
°One of the seven angels who had the seven e ?}“\‘ﬁlls:ﬂwt;’ou'?;é
bowls full of the seven last plagues came to me |.prige, ti,ewif_e ofthe Lamb.”
and said, “Come, and I will show you the Bride, | And he carried me away in 10
. 35 10 P the Spirit to a mountain
the wife of the Lamb.”” 1*The Spirit took control | great and high, and showed
of me, and the angel carried me to the top of a | methe HolyCity, Jerusalem,
. . . coming down out of heaven
very high mountain. He showed me Jerusalem, | from God. It shone with the 11
the Holy City, coming down out of heaven from ﬁ?ﬁe‘ga?ﬁgé t‘;‘:} J}sal"::];:
God, “_shining with the glory.of Gc?d. The city precious jewel, like a jasper,
shone like a precious stone, like a jasper, clear cleaart & ﬁrﬁﬁl'wiltth l::glv: 12
as crystal. ’It had a great, high wall, with twelve | §ics. and with twelyeangels
gates, and with twelve angels.in charge of the |. a rt:l;n t?:?ihg:axg’:s fates
gates. On tl?e gates were written the names of | yelve tribes of Israel. There 13
the twelve tribes of the people of Israel. *There were tg;etehga;:sn on i%ie cast,
were three gates on each side: three on the east, | ine south and three on the
three on the south, three on the north, and three :v;slt T}le w?lllt?fthe citydhag 14
on the west. “The city’s wall was bililt on tWelve | fhem were tho names of the
stones, on which were written the names of the twgflﬁe apostlleshof f”niéi’&’i't’ﬁ 5
. 5 al
twelve apostles of the Lamb. 7 me had & measuring rod of
*The angel who spoke to me had a gold mea- | gold to measure the city, its
suring stick, to measure the city, its gates, and |
its wall.

. 8. But the cowards. Notice that the cowARDs head the list of those who are to be punished for their
sin. Read what Jesus said in Mart. 10:32-39. Those who have done these things must meet God’s Wrath!
See Rev. 20:15. :

9-23. Come, and I will show you the Bride. Under the symbolism of [spiritual] Jerusalem, the New
Jerusalem, the wife of the Lamb [the church of Christ] is described. This Holy City is the Church Tti-
umphant [the glorified church of the future]. Even the Church Militant [the church here on earth]
gleams with this glory, SINCE THERE Is BUT ONE cHURCH! To show the vALUE of Christ’s Bride (his
church], the Holy City is constructed out of everything this world thinks so valuable. Gold, every kind
of precious jewel and stone - these things are used like common brick and mortar to build this city
The city is a perfect cube, 1,500 miles on a side, symbolic of the perfection of Christ’s church [the King-
dom of God]. The Most Holy Place in the Jewish Temple was also a pefect cube. The city shines with
the glory of God, and has no need for a *'sun” or a “moon” (verse 23). The great, high wall is symbolic
of protection and safety. God’s people will be free from worry and sorrow forever (see Rev. 7:14-17).
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8The city was petfectly square, as long as it
was wide. The angel measured the city with his
measuring stick: it was 1,500 miles long and was
as wide and as high as it was long. "The angel
also measured the wall, and it was 216 feet high,
according to the standard unit of measure, which
he was using. '*The wall was made of jasper,
and the city itself was made of pure gold, as clear
as glass. "The foundation stones of the city
wall were adorned with all kinds of precious
stones. The first foundation stone was jasper, the
second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth
emerald, °the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the
sevehth yellow quartz, the eighth beryl, the ninth
topaz, the tenth chalcedony, the eleventh tur-
quoise, the twelfth amethyst. *The twelve gates
were twelve pearls; each gate was made from a
single peatl. The street of the city was of pure
gold, transparent as glass.

2] did not see a temple in the city, because its
temple is the Lord God, the Almighty, and the
Lamb. #*The city has no need of the sun or the
moon to shine on it, because the glory of God
shines on it, and the Lamb is its lamp. ?*The
peoples of the world will walk by its light, and the
kings of the earth will bring their wealth into it.
*5The gates of the city will stand open all day;

they will-never be closed, because there will be no

night there. **The greatness and the wealth of
the nations will be brought into the city. *’But
nothing that is impure will enter the city, nor
anyone who does shameful things or tells lies.
Only those whose names are written in the
Lamb’s book of the living will enter the city.

gates and its wall. The city
was laid out like a square, as
long as it was wide, He mea-
sured the city with the rod
and found it to be 12,000
stadia in length, and as wide
and high as it is long. He
measured its wall and it was
144 cubits thick, by man’s
measurement, which the
angel was using. The wall
was made of jasper, and the
city of pure gold, as pure as
glass. The foundations of the
city walls were decorated
with every kind of precious
stone. The first foundation
was jasper, the second sap-
phire, the third chalcedony,
the fourth emerald, the fifth
sardonyx, the sixth carnel-
ian, the seventh chrysolite,
the eighth beryl, the ninth
topaz, the tenth chrysoprase,
the eleventh jacinth, and the
twelfth amethyst. The twelve
gates were twelve peatls,
each gate made of a single
pearl. The street of the city
was of pure gold, like trans-
parent glass.

I did not see a temple in
the city, because the Lord
God Almighty and the Lamb
are its temple. The city does
not need the sun or the moon
to shine on it, for the glory
of God gives it light, and the
Lamb is its lamp. The na-
tions will walk by its light,
and the kings of the earth
will bring their splendor into
it. On no day will its gates
ever be shut, for there will be
no night there. The glory and
honor of the nations will be
brought into it. Nothing im-
pure will ever enter it, nor
will anyone who does what is
shameful or deceitful, but
only those whose names are
written in the Lamb’s book
of life.

16

21

22

23

24

25

26
27

22, 1 did not see a temple In the city. God and the Lamb are its temple, and their glory fills the whole
city! Compare Jer. 3:16-17; 31-33-34; Heb, 8:7-13, In other words, the redeemed who live in this city
have no need to go to a specific location to meet God. God fills all and is with them in contact so in-
describable that we have no words to express it! [It would be useless to dissect the “‘picture-symbol”
given in verse 12-21 to make each jewel have a specific meaning. It intends to symbolically describe
those things which human language cannot express! The eternal reward for God’s people is far beyond

human imagination! And the church itselfis “what no man ever thought could happen' (I Cor. 2:9).]
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The angel also showed me the river of the
22 water of life, sparkling like crystal, which
comes from the throne of God and of the Lamb,
?and flows down the middle of the city’s street.
On each side of the river was the tree of life,
which bears fruit twelve times a year, once every
month; and its leaves are for the healing of the
nations. *Nothing that is under God’s curse will
be found in the city.

The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in
the city, and his servants will worship him. “They
will see his face, and his name will be written on
their foreheads. SThere shall be no more night,
and they will not need lamps or sunlight, because
the Lord God will be their light, and they will
rule as kings forever and ever.

The Coming of Jesus

“Then the angel said to me, “These words are
true and can be trusted. And the Lord God, who
gives his Spirit to the prophets, sent his angel to
show his servants what must happen very soon.”

"“Listen!” says Jesus. “I am coming soonl
Happy are those who obey the prophetic words
in this book!”

The River of Life

Thentheangel showed
22 me the river of the
water of life, as clear as crys-
tal, flowing from the throne
of God and of the Lamb
down the middle of the great
street of the city. On each
side of the river stood the tree
of life, bearing twelve crops
of fruit, yielding its fruit ev-
ery month. And the leaves of
the tree are for the healing of
the nations., No longer will
there be any curse. The
throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in the city, and
his servants will serve him.
They will see his face, and his
name will be on their fore-
heads. There will benomore
night. They will not need the
light of a lamp or the light of
the sun, for the Lord God
will givethem light. And they
will reign for ever and ever.
The angel said to me,
“These words are trust-
worthy and true. The Lord,
the God of the spirits of the
prophets, sent his angel to
show his setvants the things
that must soon take place.”

Jesus Is Coming

“Behold, I am coming
soon! Blessed is he who keeps
the words of the prophecy in
this book.”

COMPL‘E’I‘E Vicrory!l! Romans 8:37-39.

1. The river of the water of life. Water means many things in the Bible. It is symbolic of: separation
(see 1 Pet. 3:20-21); making pure (see-Heb. 9:19); life (see Psalm 107:35-37); the Holy Spirit (see
John 7:37-39); salvation (see Eph. 5:26; Col. 2:11-12). Note that here it comes from the throne of God
and of the Lamb. God: accepts as righteous all who “reach out through faith to seize the sacrifice of
Christ and make themselves part of it” (compare notes on Acts 2:38). The emphasis in these verses is
perfect fellowship with God!

2-3. Was the tree of life. No more curse! The “Paradise’ which was lost through Adam, has been
regained by those who belong to Christ! The throne of God and of the Lamb. God is LoVE to all in his
city! [God is wrath to all who are outside his city!]

5. There shall be no more night. Thie Chtistians rule on eatth (Rev. 5:10); in heaven with Christ a
thousand years (Rev. 20:40); and in the New Heaven and New Earth as kings forever and ever! ]

6. Then the angel sald to me. The angel affirms that these words are true-and can be trusted. This
_book [the whole Bible, as well] is of divine origin! Compare Heb. 1:1-2; Rev. 1:1-3; 19:9; 21:5. -

7. Happy are those-who obey. One of the “beatitudes” of Revélation. See-note'on Rev. 14:13,
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®I, John, have heard and seen all these things. | 1, John, am the one who 8
And when I finished hearing and seeing them, | heard and saw these things
And when I had heard and
I fell down at the feet of the angel who had shown seenhthem, Ih felfl dowfn ﬁo
H i i 9 i worship at the feet of the
me t}}ese t’hmgs' to worship him, *But he said to e who had been showing
me, ‘“‘Don’t do it! I am a fellow servant of yours, | them to me. fut,l;e saidftlo 9
’ me, ‘Do not do it! I am a fel-
and of your brothers the.proghets, and of a}ll oo sorant with you “and
those who obey the words in this book, Worship | with your brothers the
God!” *°And he said to me, “Do not keep the | prophetsand of all who keep
. . the words of this book, Wor-
prophetic words of this book a secret, because | ship God!”
the time is near when all this will happen. *Who- se;I;hflI; hfhtgk{v g‘r*:-i,s‘ Do not 10
ever is evil must go on doing evil, and whoever is | prophecy of this book, be-
filthy must go on being filthy; whoever is good | cause the time is near. Let 11
. . him who does wrong contin-
must go on doing good, and whoevet is holy | yetodo wrong; let him who
must go on being holy.” is vile continue to be vile; let
12667 3 s “ . him who does right continue
Listen!” says Jesus. “I am coming soon! | iodo right; and let him who
I will bring my rewards with me to give to each | isholy continue to be holy.
one according to what he has done. ©*I am the Somﬁe&‘;l‘r‘ewzrdaj's’wf&m,g‘eg’ 12
Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the | and 1 will give o etetyone
” according to what he has
beglnmng and the end. . done, I gm the Alpha and 13
"“Happy atre those who wash their robes clean, | the Omega, the First and the
and so have the right to eat the fruit from the tree Laﬁ‘t the Beginning and the
of life, and to go through the gates into the city. “Blessed are those who 14
5But outside the city are perverts and those who Was;‘ (fhelr robes, that they
practice magic, the immoral and the murderers, | tree: olt_'l 1111fe and may go
through the gates into the
those who worship idols, and those who are | L tside are the do g, 15
llal‘S both in words and deeds. those who practice magic
. arts, the sexually immoral,
the murderers, the 1dolaters
and everyone who loves and
practices falsehood.

8-9, But he said to me. Neither angels nor men are to be worshiped! Worship God!!!

10. Do not keep the prophetic words of this book a secret. See note on Rev. 1:19. This book lifts the
curtain of both the present and the future. Revelation is not meant to be a sealed book! It is to be read
and understood. It was to strengthen the suffeting Christians in the first century, and in all the ages to
come, up to the time when Jesus returns.

11-12. Whoever 15 evil must go on doing evil. A time is coming when men and- women will not be able
to turn-back from the life they have chosen! Jesus will teward everyone on the basis of their choice in
life.

13-14. Happy are those who wash their robes clean. A “beatitude.” See notes on verses I and 7. Those
who belong to Christ HAVE THE RIGHT to eat the fruit and to go into the city.

15. But outside the clty. No impurity is allowed in heaven. Those who have followed Satan in this life,
have no part in the Holy City! [Note that those allowed in have been accepted as perfect through the
imputed righteousness of Christ. See note on verse 1.] ‘
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1647, Jesus, have sent my angel to announce
these things to you in the churches. I am the
descendant from the family of David; I am the
bright morning star.”

17The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘“Come!”

Everyone who hears this must also say,
“Come!”

Come, whoever is thirsty; accept the water of
life as a gift, whoever wants it.

Conclusion

121, John, solemnly warn everyone who heats
the prophetic words of this book: if anyone adds
anything to them, God will add to his punish-
ment the plagues described in this book. *And if
anyone takes away anything from the prophetic
words of this book, God will take away from him
his share of the fruit of the tree of life, and his
share of the Holy City, which are described in
this book. ‘

20He who gives his testimony to all this, says,
“Certainly so! I am coming soon!”

So be it, Come, Lord Jesus!

21May the grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. |

“I, Jesus, have sent my 16
angel to give you this testi-
mony for the churches. T am
the Root and the Offspring
of David, and the bright
Morning Star.”

The Spitit and the bride 17
say, “Comel” And let hlm i

. who hears say, “Comel’] nm'

Whoever is thirsty, let him*
come; and whoever wishes” w
let him take the free gift of i~
the water of life. &

1 warn everyone who hears 18
the words of the prophecy of v
this book: If anyone ad
any‘thmg to them, God w .
add to him the plagues de¥-
scribed in this book. And if 19
anyone takes words away ..
from this book of prophecy,
God will take away from him
his share in the tree of lifé -
and in the holy city, which..
are described in this book. .

He who testiﬁes to these 20
things says, “Yes, Iam com- ,
ing soon.”

Amen. Comg, Lord Jesus

The grace of the Lord. 21
Jesus be with God's people
Amen.

17. The Spirit and the Brlde say, Come! The call is to everyone in the entire human race (John 6: 44-45)

Accept the water of life as a gift. Jesus has already paid for it with his act in history. [“Chnstlamty is
not the preacher standing on Mount Sinai, thundering ‘Do this, or you will be damned;” but the Lotd
of Glory, from His Cross and from His Throne, saying to everyone: “Here is the price of heaven, the
key to the Holy City, the infinite nches, instant pardon - if you will reach out and take it.”]

18-19. 1, Johu, solemnly warn everyone. This is a warning against tampering with the Word. God is
the authot [through John]. Do not add or take dway. Do not make fun of this book. Do not say it isn’t
worth studying. It speaks to the entire Gospel Age, from Christ’s First Coming until he returns! '

20-21. I am coming soon! Jesus answers the eager prayer of his church [the messianic community]. The
church of the first century ended ea,ch prayer wit_h the words: “‘Come, Lord Jesus!” May the grace of
the Lord Jesus be with all. John is jubilant as he gives this benediction! He has seen today and-tomorrow
in the vision, but most important, he has seen the day after tomorrow! He has seen the vision of God’s
- .people in Eternity!!! So should we all see this! THE VISION OF THE AGES!!! o



