
I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  
T H E  L E T T E R  T O  T H E  

R O M A N S  

The Apostle Peter said that Paul wrote some things which were difficult 
to understand (2 Pet. 3:15-16). Romans is perhaps the most difficult of 
Paul’s inspired writing, yet for just this reason it is extremely valuable. 
Luther says: “You find, then, in this epistle, the greatest abundance of 
things that a Christian ought to know: what the Law is, the Gospel, sin, 
punishment, grace, faith, rigbteousness, Christ, God, good works, love, 
hope, cross-bearing, also how we are to conduct ourselves in every relation 
toward the godly and toward sinners, toward friends, toward enemies, and 
toward ourselves . . . It seems, therefore, that the apostle’s object in this 
epistle was to draw up a syllabus of the entire Christian and evangelical 
doctrine, and to prepare an introduction to the entire Old Testament. I t  

A Judge once said that “every part of a document should be examined 
in its relation to the whole, and the whole examined in its relation to the 
different parts.” This is true of the entire Bible, but especially so for this 
Letter to the Romans. Each verse and each statement stands in its relation 
to the entire Letter, and to the entire Bible. Some have said that Paul took 
a Jewish Gospel and distorted it with his own opinion. This cannot be true! 
The ONE Holy Spirit guided the sacred writers and each wrote what God 
wanted written7 Compare 2 Tim. 3:16-17. 

The controversy about the Law of Moses erupted very early at Rome. A 
certain type of Jew, both rich and extremist, fought over this question with 
more bitterness than in other churches. See note on Acts 6:9. The unbe- 
lieving Jews joined in the battle, and so great was the controversy that 
Emperor. Claudius banished all the Jews from Rome (see Acts 18:2‘ and 
note). 

’ 



2 INTRODUCTION TO ROMANS 

No one knows just when the church was planted in Rome. There were 
already Christians there before Paul arrived (Acts  28:14-15). On the day 
of Pentecost, there were both Jews and Gentiles converted to Judaism at 
Jerusalem who had come there from Rome (Acts 2:10-11). Paul wrote this 
letter to the Romans from Corinth, during his three months in Greece 
(Acts 20:2-3). At the time he wrote, he was about to take money to the poor 
of the messianic community in Jerusalem (Rom. 152528). Rumsuy gives 
the date of 57 A.D., in the spring, for the time of writing. 



T H E  L E T T E R  O F  P A U L  T O  T H E  

R O M A N S  

1 Jesus, called to be an 
apostle and set apart for the 
gospel of God-the gospel 2 
he promised beforehand 
through his prophets in the 

I Holy Scriptures regarding 3 
his Son, who as to his human 
nature was a descendant of 
David, and who through the 4 

~ Spirit of holiness was de- 
clared with power to be the 
Son of God by his resunec- 
tion from the dead: Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Through 5 
him and for his name’s sake, 
we received grace and a os- 
tleship to call peo le {om 
among all the Gentles to the 
obedience that comes from 
faith. And you also are a- 6 
mong those who are called 
to belon to Jesus Christ. 

To alfin Rome who are 7 
loved by God and called to 
be saints: 

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, and an 1 apostle chosen and called by God to preach 
his Good News. 

2The Good News was promised long ago by 
God through his prophets, and written in the 
Holy Scriptures. 31t is about his Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ: as to his humanity, he was born a 
descendant of David; 4as to his divine holiness, 
he was shown with great power to be the Son 
of God by being raised from death. SThrough 
him God gave me the privilege of being an 
apostle, for the sake of Christ, in order to lead 
people of all nations to believe and obey. 6This 
also includes you who are in Rome, whom God 
has called to belong to Jesus Christ. 

’And so I write to all of you in Rome whom 
God loves and has called to be his own people: 

.l-7. From Ped, a servant of CMst JWM. The custom In the first century was for the writer to intro- 
duce himself at the beginning of a letter. Chosen and called by God. Paul makes this strong statement 
of his “apostleship,” because Jews of the “circumcision party” tried very hard to discredit him. Jesus 
Christ appointed Paul to be an apostle (Acts 9:15; I Cor. 9:l). To preach his Good News. God himself 
is the source of the gospel. It is God’s act in Christ which sets us free (compare 1 Cor. 2:8-10). W ~ E  
promised long ago. The Good News was no “off-beat distortion of Judaism.” It was the fulfillment of 
God’s Plan. The prophets of the Old Testament pointed forward to “Someone who is coming.” It is 
about his Son. Christianity is based on the rock-foundation of this fact: Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the 
Son of God. Certain Jews were offended by this claim (see Luke 22.47-71). He w a ~  born. Christ was 
uniquely the “child ofthe woman” (see notes on I Tim. 2:15; Gal. 4.4). This made him a descendant 
of David by his human birth, since his human mother belonged to “David’s family.” Compare Mutt. 
22:41-46. As to his divine hohws. Jesus had no human father, but God himself by means of the Holy 
Spirit was directly the father of Jesus. But more than this, Jesus was the Eternal Logos in human form. 
Both humanity and divinity were united in him. Compare Rom. 8:3. He wan h o r n .  The “raising from 
death” proved him to be the son of Godlll Through hlm God gave me. Christ chose the apostles 
directly. CompareJohn 176-12. An apostle. “Apostle” originally meant one of the ships which trans- 
ported grain on the Meditenarfean Sea. Apostles had all the miraculous “gifts from the Spirit,” and 
only they could pass these oh to others (Act# 8:14-17). Paul was an apostle and could do these things. 
In order. “To believe and obey” = “unto obedience of faith.” Paul’s mission was to proclaim the Good 
News so people could believe and obey. Compare Rom. 10:17: Acts 26:16-18. [On$ith, see note on 
James 2:19.] Thii llso Includea yon. These Christians at Rome had believed and obeyed. God had 
called them to Christ through the Good News. And BO I write. Paul sends this letter to all who are 
“God’s people” in Rome. Rome was the capital of the world, home of Emperor Nero, a city of some 
two million. Whom God  love^. Compare Col. 3:12 and note. E& own people. Christians are uniquely 
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May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
give you grace and peace. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
8First, I thank my God, through Jesus Christ, 

for all of you; because the whole world is 
hearing of your faith.. 9God can prove that what 
I say is true-the God whom I serve with all my 
heart by preaching the Good News about his Son. 
God knows that I always remember you loevery 
time I pray. I ask that God, in his goad will, 
may at last make it possible for me to visit you 
now. “For I want very much to see you in order 
to share a spiritual blessing with you, to make 
you strong. 12What I mean is that both you and 
I will be helped at the same time, you by my faith 
and I by your faith. 

13Y0u must remember this, my brothers: many 
times I have planned to visit you, but something 
has always kept me from doing so. I want to win 
converts among you, too, as I have among other 
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Grace and peace to you 
from God our Father and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Pad’s Longing to Vbit 
Rome 

First, I thank my God 8 
through Jesus Christ for all 
of you, because your faith is 
being re orted all over the 
world. dod, whom I serve 9 
with my whole heart in 
preaching the gospel of his 
Son, is my witness how con- 
stantly I remember you in 10 
my prayers at all times; and 
I pray that now at last by 
God‘s will the way may be 
opened for me to come to 
you. 

I long to see you so that I 11 
may impart to you some 
spiritual gift to make you 
strong-that is, that you and 12 
I may be mutually encour- 
aged by each other’s faith. I 13 
do not want ou to be un- 
aware, brotiea,  that I 
planned many times to come 
to you (but have been pre- 
vented from doing so until . 
now) in order that I might 
have a harvest among you, 
just as I have had among the 
other Gentiles. 

God‘s own people. [Saint originally meant “one consecrated to God” = “God’s own people.”] Give 
you grace and peace. This is Paul’s greeting to them. It is a prayer for God and Jesus to bless them. 
Note that Paul was not a “Unitarian.” [Paul states the gospel in this introduction: (1) Jesus is the Son 
of God; (2) he took our humanity; (3) he demonstrated divine power; (4) he was raised from death; 
(5) men are saved when they believe and obey.] 
8-15. Flrst, I thank my God. Paul made it a habit to thank God through Jesus Christ for each and 

every believer. Here he directs these words to the Christians at Rome to show his deep interest in their 
spiritual health. Because the whole world. Rome was the center of civilization, and therefore the church 
at Rome would be known and talked about everywhere. God can pmve. Only God could know Paul’s 
private prayers. God does hear his people pray (see Rev. 8:l-5 and notes). Whom I serve with dl my 
heart, Paul made his whole life a living sacrifice! [“All my heart” = “in spirit” (John 4:23-24).] “hat 
I always remember you. This shows his deep love for all God’s people. Compare Eph. 1:lS-16; Phil. 
1:3-4; Col. 1:3; 1 Thess. 12. I ask that God. Paul asked God to allow him to go to Rome. God did do 
this, but in an unusual way (see note on Acts 28:16). For I wnnt very much to see yon. Compare 1 Thess. 
2:11 and note. To share a spirltual hlesslng with yon. This means that so far, no apostle had ever been 
at Rome. The spiritual blessings (gifts from the Spirit) were passed on by the apostles. See note on 
Acts 8:17. To make you stmng. See note on 1 Cor. 12:7. This would give them “instant maturity.” 
Both you and1 wlll he helped. No hint of despotism herel They were partners and co-workers in Christ. 
Many times I have planned. Such as Acts 19:Zl. But the time had not been right. When Paul did go, 
the whole church watched him (so to speak). I want to win converts. This fierce desire burned in Paul 



Ch, 1 ROMANS 

Gentiles. 14F0r I have an obligation to all 
peoples, to the civilized and to the savage, to the 
educated and to the ignorant. lSS0 then, I am 
eager to preach the Good News to you also who 
live in Rome. 

The Power of the Gospel 
161 have complete confidence in the gospel; 

it is God’s power to save all who believe, first 
the Jews and also the Gentiles. ’‘For the gospel 
reveals how God puts men right with himself: 
it is through faith, from beginning to end. As 
the scripture says, “He who is put right with 
God through faith shall live.” 

The Guilt of Mankind 
18God’s wrath is revealed coming down from 

heaven upon all the sin and evil of men whose 
evil ways prevent the truth from being known. 

5 ’  

I am obligated both to 14 
Greeks and nonFGreeks, 
both to the wise and the fool- 
ish. That is why I am so 15 
eager to preach the gospel 
also to you who are at Rome. 

I am not ashamed of the 16 
gospel, because it is the 
power of God for the salava- 
tion of evetyone- who be- 
lieves: first for the Jew, then 
for the Gentile. For in the 17 

os el a righteousness from 
&oi! is revealed, a righteous- 
ness that is by faith from 
first to last, just as it is writ- 
ten: “The righteous will live 
by faith.” 

God’s Wrath Agafnat . 
Mankind 

revealed from heaven a- 
gainst all the godlessness 
and wickedness of men who 
suppress the truth by their 

The wrath of God is being 18 

l i e  a fie1 The Gentiles were his special responsibility (Acts 9:15). For I have an obllgatlon. God had 
put Paul right with Mmself. Now Paul is sent to proclaim the Good News to everyone everywhere111 
The civilized Greeks and Romans had contempt for other people; and the educated had contempt 
for the ignorant, But Paul’s obligation applied to all (ours does too). So then, I am eager. Not just 
willing, but eager1 . 
16-17. I have wmplate wddeace In the goorpel. Paul is making a positive declaration and the TEV 
words it sol The gospel is the Good News of God’s act in Christ to set men free! It L God’s power to 
w e  d d o  bellwe. The gospel includes facts to be believed, commands to be obeyed, and promises 
to be receivedl The death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (1 Cor. 15:l-4) form the focal-point of 
God’s offer to put men right with himself. Compare 1 Cor. 1:23-25. Fint the Jew. This offer from 
God came first to the Jews. AIM tbe Gentilea. [Greek = Gentile.] God’s same terms of salvation were 
preached to both Jew and Gentile. For tbe goorpel rev&. The obedient believer has the righteousness 
of Christ ritually credited (imputed) to him. Compare Rom 3:21-26; 8:3-4. It L thmsgh fnlth. Eddins 
says: “Further, the actions of obedience are actions growing out of faith. When considered this way 
God’s plan is “faith from beginning to end.” [Faith is obediential: See note on James 219.1 As the 
ocrlplum orayor. The quotation is from Habakuk 24.  The Old Testament had predicted this system of 
righteousness by means of f i th .  
18. Gud’or wnth lor revealed. The balance of this chapter shows that God is justified in sending his 
wrath on the sin and evil of men. Salvation is not “make-believel” The Law shows the reality of sin. 
Against the background of the Law, God’s ACT in Christ to set men freeis clearly seen as a beautiful 
act of LOVE! Whore evil mgr prevent. Evil men inflict blindness upon themselves and others, and so 
prevent the truth from being known. 

. 
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19God punishes them, because what men can 
know about God is plain to them. God himself 
made it plain to them. 2oEver since God created 
the world, his invisible qualities, both his eternal 
power and his divine nature, have been clearly 
seen. Men can perceive them in the things that 
God has made. So they have no excuse at all! 
21They know God, but they do not give him the 
honor that belongs to him, nor do they thank 
him. Instead, their thoughts have become 
complete nonsense and their empty minds are 
filled with darkness. 22They say they are wise, 
but they are fools; 23instead of worshiping the 
immortal God, they worship images made to 
look like mortal man or birds or animals 
or reptiles. 

54Because men are such fools, God has given 
them over to do the filthy things their hearts 
desire, and they do shameful things with each 
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wickedness, since what may 19 
be known about God is plain 
to them, because God has 
made it plain to them. For 20 
since the creation of the 
world God’s invisible qual- 
ities-his eternal power and 
divine nature-have been 
clearly seen, being under- 
stood from what has been 
made, so that men are with- 
out excuse. 

God, they neither glori- 
fied him as God nor gave 
thanks to him, but their 
thinking became futile and 
their foolish hearts were 
darkened. Although they 22 
claimed to be wise, they be- 
came fools and exchanged 23 
the glory of the immortal 
God for images made to 
look like mortal man and 
birds and animals and rep- 
tiles. 

over in the sinful desires of 
their hearts to sexual im ur- 
ity for the degrading of tieir 
bodies with one another. 

For although they knew 21 

Therefore God gave them 24 

19. God pmishea them. God did not “cut off” the Gentiles and leave them with no knowledge at all 
of him. Melchizedek and Balaam were both priests of God outside of the Law of Moses. There could 
have been others, although the scripture is silent. The point is that there was enough about God which 
could be known that the evil men of verse 28 have no excuse for their action. CompareActs 2E27. 
20. Ever since God created the world. “Have been clearly seen” is in the continuous tense. Ever since 
Creation, enough evidence has been present to prevent anyone from worshiping lifeless images. There 
is no excuse, then, since no one can claim ignorance. 
21. They know God. MacKnight says: “The writings of Plato, Xenophon, Plutarch, Cicero, and other 
philosophers . . . prove that the learned heathens, though ignorant of the way of salvatipn, were 
acquainted with the unity and spirituality of God, and had just notions of his perfections, of the 
creation and government of the world, and of the duties which men owe to God and to one another.” 
When men in their pride deliberately blind themselves to Truth, they plunge deeper into the darkness 
ofevil. [Heart = mind.] 
22. But they are fools. Those who repudiate God, are fools. Intelligence does not keep anyone from 
making a fool of himself. The Greeks and Romans were proud of their wisdom, but their worship of 
images showed them to be fools. 
23. Instead of wornhiping the immortal God. Nature clearly shows there is an immortal God who is 
the Creator. When they made themselves blind to God, they began worshiping false gods and made 
images of them. 
24. To do the Nthy things. God himself did not cause their sin, but when they rejected him, he allowed 
them to bring trouble upon themselves. The false religions accelerated the moral decay of the Gentile 
world. Compare note on 2 Thess. 2:9. 
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other. 2SThey exchange the truth about God for 
a lie; they worship and serve what God has 
created instead of the Creator himself, who is 
to be praised forever! Amen. 

26Because men do this, God has given them 
over to shameful passions. Even the women 
pervert the natural use of their sex by unnatural 
acts. 271n the same way the men give up natural 
sexual relations with women and burn with 
passion for each other. Men do shameful things 
with each other, and as a result they themselves 
are punished as they deserve for their wrong- 
doing. 

28Because men refuse to keep in mind the 
true knowledge about God, he has given them 
over to corrupted minds, so that they do the 
things that they should not. 29They are filled 
with all kinds of wickedness, evil, greed, and 
vice; they are full of jealousy, murder, fighting, 
deceit, and malice, They gossip, 30and speak 
evil of one another; they are hateful to God, 
insolent, proud, and boastful; they think of more 
ways to do evil; they disobey their parents; 9hey  
are immoral; they do not keep their promises, 
and they show no kindness or pity to others, 

I 

The exchanged the truth of  25 
G d f  or a lie, and worshiped 
and served created things 
rather than the Creator- 
who is forever praised. 
Amen. 

them over to shameful lusts, 
Even their women ex- 
changed natural relations 
for unnatural ones. In the 27 
same way the men also a- 
bandoned natural relations 
with women and were in- 
flamed with lust for one an- 
other. Men committed in- 
decent acts with other men, 
and received in themselves 
the due penalty for their per- 
version. 

did not think it worthwhile 
to retain the knowledge of 
God, he gave them over to a 
depraved mind, to do what 
ought not to be done. They 29 
have become filled with 
every kind of wickedness, 
evil, greed and depravity. 
They are full of envy, mur. 
der, strife, deceit and mal- 
ice. They are gossips, slam 30 
derers, God-haters, inso- 
lent, arrogant and boastful; 
they invent ways of doing 
evil; they disobey their 

B aithless, heartless, ruthless, 

Because of this, God gave 26 

Furthermore, since they 28 

arents; they are senseless, 31 

25. They exchange the truth. Some think the images were originally intended to help focus the mind 
on God. In time, the image became “god” for them, and God the Creator was forgotten. 
26-27. Because men do thls. That is, because men make themselves and others blind to Truth. Even 
the women. They committed unnatural acts (such as lesbianism) with other women. In the mame way 
the men. The Romans of the first century felt no guilt about homosexual activity. Natural eemd 
relations. See 1 cor. 7;l-5 and notes. They themselves are pnnlahed. Wrongdoing curses and finally 
destroys the one who practices such things. 
28$ To corrupted minds. Compare 2 Them. 2:9-12. Those whom God cannot convince, he confises. 
See note on Mutt. 24:21 for an example of what people bring on themselves by rejecting God. 
29, They are BLLed. The language of, the TEV shows us clearly the character of those who have 
corrupted minds. 
30. They are hateful to God. Sin is a hateful thing to God. See note on Mutt. 27;46. 
31. They are Immoral. ASUNETOUS = without insight into moral and religious things. These are so 
amoral that they have lost all sense of Good and evil. No ldndnees or plty. Compare Mutt. 18:21-35 
and notes. 
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32They know that God’s law says that people 
who live in this way deserve death. Yet, not 
only do they continue to do these very things, 
but also approve of others who do them. 

God’s Judgment 
Do you, my friend, pass judgment on others? 2 You have no excuse at all, whoever you are. 

For when you judge others, but do the same 
things that they do, you condemn yourself. ZWe 
know that God is right when he judges the people 
who do such things as these. 3 B ~ t  you, my friend, 
do these very things yourself for which you pass 
judgment on others! Do you think you will escape 
God’s judgment? 40r  perhaps you despise his 
great kindness, tolerance, and patience. Surely 
you know that God is kind because he is trying 
to lead you tq repent. 5 B ~ t  you have a hard and 
stubborn heart. So then, you are making your 
own punishment even greater on the Day when 
God’s wrath and right judgments will be reveal- 
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Although they know God’s 32 
righteous decree that those 
who do such things deserve 
death, they not on1 continue 
to do these very t h g s ,  but 
also approve of those who 
practice them. 
God’s W ~ ~ ~ W J I I A I  Judgment I 

You, therefore, have no 2 excuse, you who pass 
judgment on someone elsea: 
for at whatever point you 
judge the other, you are cod  
demning yourself, because 
you who pass judgment do 
the same things. Now we 
know that God’s judgment 
against those who do such 
things is based on truth. So 3 
when you, a mere man, pass 
judgment on them and yet 
do the same things, do you 
think you will escape God’s . 
judgment? Or do you sh 
contempt for the riches 
his kindness, tolerance and 
patience? not realiiin that 
God’s kindness shoulf lead 
you to repentance? 

But because of your stub- 5 
bornness and your unty- 

32. They h o w  that God’s law, “They” means the evil men and women just described. God’s “natural 
law of right and wrong” is written in the minds of every human being1 Compare verse 29. Deserve 
death. The Gentile philosophers showed they knew this, by the things they wrote. Yet, not only. This 
is a deliberate act, because they know what God’s law (ofnuturn) says. Knowing the consequences, 
they sin, approve of others who do the same things, and actually taught people how to sin111 Historians 
such as Tactitus, Horace, Seneca and Juvenal show that this picture of sin which Paul shows to us, is 
accurate in describing the Gentile world of the first century. This is conclusive proof of the mess man 

1. Do yon? Paul has shown in chupfer I just why God’s wrath comes on the Gentiles. Now he shows 
the Jews that they ace no better, even though they had God’s special revelation, the Old Testament. 
The Jews may not have gone as deep into moral decay as did the Gentiles, but the same mot lay Btthe 
bottom of their sin. They rejected God’s truth. For this reason, every time they denounced the 
they denounced themselves also. 
2. We know that God ts right. Truth makes it right for God to judge those who make sin 

:.r? I 
3. These very things yovonrself. The Jew did think he was exempt from God’s wrath. Read what Jesus 

11 

4. Or perhaps you deapise. They did despise God’s love, because they did not understand. Thefact 
that God did not punish them immediately for their sin causep them to think they would never be. 
punished. Therefore they despised the Law, because they believed it was inoperative. But God’s kind- 
ness was intended to make them repent. SeeZPet. 3:9. 
5. But yon have a hard end stubborn heart. By misunderstanding God’s kindness, they closed, their 

minds to Truth. They used God’s patience to sin even more against him. This increased the ampunt 

makes of things when he tries to escape God. I: ,<! 

whether they are Jews or Gentiles. Compare Rev. 18:4-9. 

said in Mutt. 7:3-5. Many think their own sin will go unpunished1 

oftheir guilt. [Degrees of punishment? See  note onLuke 1246.J 5 ,  
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ed. 6For God will reward every person according 
to what he has done. ‘Some men keep on doing 
good, and seek glory, honor, and immortal life; 
to them God will give eternal life. men are 
selfish and reject what is right, to.follow whai 
is wrong; on them God will pour his wrath and 
anger. 9There will be suffering and pain for all 
men who do what is evil, for the Jews first and 
also for the Gentiles. ‘OBut God will give glory, 
honor, and peace to all who do what is good, to 
the Jews first, and also to the Gentiles. ”For 
God judges everyone by the same standard. 

’*The Gentiles do not have the Law of Moses; 
they sin and are lost apart from the Law. The 
Jews have the Law; they sin and are judged by the 
Law. 13F0r it is not by hearing the Law that men 
are put right with God, but by doing what the 

9 
pentant heart, you are stor- 
in u wrath against your- 
s e i  t% the da of God’s 
wrath, when h i  righteous 
judgment will be revealed, 
God “will give to each per- 6 
son according to what he has 
done.” To those who by per- 7 
sistence in doing good seek 
glory, honor and immortal- 
ity, he will give eternal life, 
But for those who are self- 8 
seeking and who reject the 
truth and follow evil, there 
will be wrath and anger. 
There will be trouble and 9 
distress for every human 
being who does evil: first for 
the Jew, then for the Gen- 
tile: but glory, honor and 10 
peace for everyone who does 
good: first for the Jew, then 
for the Gentile. For God 11 
does not show favoritism. 

All who sin apart from the 12 
law will also perish apart 
from the law, and all who 
sin under the law will be 
judged by the law. For it is 13 
not those who hear the law 
who are righteous in God’s 

6 .  For God wlll reward. Having Abraham for an ancestor will be no help. God treats all men alike. 
The greatest sin is disbelief. The greatest work is to believe Jesus is the Messiah. [On the nature of faith, 
see note onJames2:19.] 
7. Some men keep on doing good. Even though salvation is based entirely on God’s act in Christ, we 

save ourselves by a series of actions (see Phil. 2:12; Acts 2.40: 1 Cor. 1558; 2 Pet. 1:lO). Man divides 
himself into two groups: those who obey God: and those who obey the Devil. Faith is action (seeJames 
2:22). 

8. Other men are selflsh. This verse shows the character of the wicked. Verse 9 shows their punish- 
ment, God lets us choose which group we are in, and Jesus is the basis of that choice (see John 

4. There wlll be suffering and pnin. God’s wrath will come on the wicked. See Jude 14-16, Compare 
notk‘bn Rev. 15:I. For the Jews k i t .  The Jews werefirst in line to receive God’s truth. Therefore, they 
will be first in line to be judged. 
10,’Bot God wlll glve glory. Glory, honor, and peace are the eternal reward of those who do what is 
good. Again, the Jew standsfirst in line, because he heard about it first. [But no man really does good. 
See Romans 3:9-20.1 
11. By the  me standard. Both Jew and Gentile are measured by the same standard. Acts 10:34-35 
explains this. 
12. The Gentile8 do not have the Law of Mow. The subject is “Jews and Gentiles.”-The TEV restates 
the subject to make it clear. The Law of Moses was God’s revelation to the Jew only. The Gentile had 
no part in the Law. He sinned and was lost apart from the Law. See alsoActs 17:30. 
13. But by doing. The Jew heard the Law, but did not obey it. Therefote it did him no good. Only those 
who obey the Law can be put right with God by it. [The technical term is justiJied,] Whether there is 
anyone who actually can obey the Law is not a question asked here, 

, 
14:21-24), 



Law commands. 14The Gentiles do not have the 
Law; but whenever of their own free Will they do 
what the Law commands, they are a law to them- 
selves, even though they do not have the Law. 
lSTheir conduct shows that what the Law com- 
mands is written in their hearts. Their con- 
sciences also show that this is true, since their 
thoughts sometimes accuse them and sometimes 
defend them. 16And so, according to the. Good 
News I preach, this is how it will be on that Day 
when Gad, through Jesus Christ, will judge the 
secret thoughts of men. 

The Jews and the Law 
”What about you? You call yourself a Jew: 

you depend on the Law and boast about God; 
‘*you know what God wants YOU to do, and YOU 
have learned from the Law to choose what is 
right; 19y0u are sure that you are a guide for the 
blind, a light for those who are in darkness, 

that you-are a guide for the 
blind, a light for those who I 

14. The GenHlea. When we examine things closely, we see that there is no such thing as a man abso- 
lutely without the knowledge of God’s will. Rom. 1:18-32 shows this, therefore Paul’s argument is 
accurate. The Law did not make the Jew closer to God than the Gentile, even though it was an advan- 
tage. The whole point of Paul’s reasoning is that God has decreed only one method of putting men right 
with himself, and will follow one rule in rewarding and punishing them. 
15. Their conduct shows. Their actions show that they do have this Law written in their hearts. Their 
consciences also demonstrate this by showing they know right from wrong. They have a sense of moral 
values. The codes of law in the ancient Gentile world showed this also. 
16. And so. This verse connects with verses 12-13. There will be no secrets on that Day1 Those who have 
sinned (the whole human race) will be judged, whether under the Law or apart from the Law. Se8,yerse 
3. Through Jesus CMst. The fact that God will judge the whole human race through Jesus Chist  is 
declared many times in the scriptures. See John 5:22,27; Acts 17:31; 1 Cor. 4:s; 2 Cor. 510. 
17. What about you? Some were proud and boasted because they were Jews. Paul has showed that all 
will be strictly judged according to their actions, whether they have the Law or not. In verses 17-20, Paul 
shows what the Jew claimed for himself. You call yournelfa Jew. They were proud of this name, because 
it meant to them that they were “God’s chosen people,” and this made them proud. You depend on the 
Law. There is an article before law in the corrected Greek text. The Law was their “good luck charm.” 
And boast about God. They thought of God as “their personal property,” and believed they were 
“eternally secure,” no matter what they did1 
18. You know what God wanta yon to do. They did have this advantage. But they thought it was enough 
if they had this knowledge. Compare verse 13. 
19. A &de for the blind. This was their claim. God intended the Jews to be teachers of the Truth. But 
they failed to do it. Their actions did not match their claims. 

, 

sight, but it is those who o- 
bey the law who wdl be de- 
clared righteous. (Ind 
when Gentiles, who do 
have the law, do by nature 
things required by the law, 
they are a law for them- , 
selves, even though they do 
not have the law, since they,l5 
show that the requirements 

:iLp i:rrtF tzpca 
sciences also bearing w b ;  

~ ~ ~ ~ s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ $  
ing them.) This will takq 16 
place on the day when God 
will judge men’s secrets 
throu h Jesus Christ, as my 
gospef declares. 

TheJewssndtheL*w 

s e ~ ~ ’ ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ’ $  
law andbrag about your 

~ ~ $ $ ~ 1  zz;a:pg l8 
of what is superior because 
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2oan instructor for the foolish, and a teacher for 
the young, You are certain that in the Law you 
have the full content of knowledge and of truth, 
21You teach others-why don’t you teach your- 
self? You preach, “DO not steal”-but do you 
yourself steal? zzYou say, “DO not commit 
adultery”-but do you commit adultery? You 
d.Gtest idols-but do you rob temples? 2 3 Y ~ u  
boast about having God’s law-but do you bring 
shame on God by breaking his law? 24The scrip- 

? tuee says, “Because of you Jews, the Gentiles 
speak evil of God’s name.” 

251f you obey the Law, your circumcision is 
of value; but if you disobey the Law, you might 
as well never have been circumcised. 261f the 

\ Gentile, who is not circumcised, obeys the com- 
nlands of the Law, will not God regard him as 
though he were circumcised? 27And so you Jews 
will be condemned by the Gentiles, because you 
break the Law, even though you have it written 
down and are circumcised, while they obey the 
Law, even though they are not physically cir- 

11 
are in the dark, an instruc. 20 
tor of the foolish, a teacher 
of infants, because you have 
in the law the embodiment 
of knowled e and truth- 
you, then, w80 teach others, 21 
do you not teach yourself? 
You who preach against 
stealing, do you steal? You 22 
who say that eople should 
not commit adPultery, do you 
commit adultery? You who 
abhor idols, do you rob tem- 
ples? You who bra about 23 
the law, do you &honor 
God by breaking the law? 
As it is written: “God’s 24 
name is blasphemed among 
the Gentiles because of 

you observe the law, but if 
you break the law, you have 
become as though you had 
not been circumcised. If 26 
those who are not circum- 
cised keep the law’s require- 
ments, will they not be re- 
garded as though they were 
circumcised? The one who 27 
is not circumcised physically 
and yet obeys the law will 
condemn vou who. even 

you.” 
Circumcision has value if 25 

20. You (UQ certain. They believed the Law was God’s complete revelation to the world. [It wasn’t1 
God’s complete revelation is Jesus Christ. CompareJohn 1:17; Heb. 1:l-3; 1 John 1:l-4. The Law was 
ih charge of us until Christ came (Gal. 3:24).] 
21. You teach others. In verses 21-24, he shows their actual practice. They did not “practice what they 
preached,” Do not steal. The Law said this, but Jews were famous (or infamous) for their shrewd 
business deals. 

Do not commlt adultery. The Law said this, but some of the best known teachers of the L ~ w  made 
a habit of this sin. You detest idols. Babylonian captivity taught the Jews never to worship idols again1 

“robbing temples,” Paul means they conducted business deals which brought them in contact with 
Is and their temples, defiling themselves, but feeling no guilt about it. 
You boast about. They were proud of the fact that God had given them the Law. But they shamed 

d by the way they lived their lives. 
. The scripture ssys. The quotation is from Isa. 52:s in the Septuagint. Their greed, their cheating, 
d their hypocrisy were well known to the Gentiles. And the Gentiles judged the Law of Moses by what 
y saw in those who claimed to follow it, 

25. If you obey the Law. The Jews were very proud of their circumcision, because this was the seal of 
the Covenant. But it could not substitute for obedience. Compare Paul’s in’spired statement in Gal. 
5:12. 
26. If the Gentile. The Gentile who obeys is “circumcised in spirit,” that is, he becomes a descendant 
of Abraham (Gal. 329) .  The disobedient b w  is no better than a Gentile. The obedient Gentile is as 
good as a Jew. 
21. WIlI be condemned by the Gentiles. Compare Matt. 12:41-42 and notes. The obedience of the 
Gentiles who did not have the Law, condemned the Jews who did have the Law but did not obey it. 



12 ROMANS 

cumcised. ’OAfter all, who is a real Jew, truly 
circumcised? Not the man who is a Jew on the 
outside, whose circumcision is a physical thing. 
29Rather, the real Jew is the man who is a Jew 
on the inside, that is, whose heart has been dir- 
cumcised, which is the work of God‘s Spirit, not 
of the written Law. This man receives his praise 
from God, not from men. 

Do the Jews have any advantage over the 3 Gentiles then? Or is there any value in being 
circumcised? zMuch, indeed, in every way! In 
the first place, God trusted his message to the 
Jews. jWhat if some of them were not faithful? 
Does it mean that for this reason God will not 
be faithful? 4Certainly not! God must be true, 
even though every man is a liar. As the scripture 
says, 

“You must be shown to be right when you 
speak; 

being tried.” 
you must win your case when you are 

Ch. 3 

though you have the written 
code and circumcision, are a 
lawbreaker. 

A man is not a Jew if he 28 
is only one outwardly, nor is 
circumcision merely out- 
ward and physical. No, a 29 
man is a Jew if he is one in- 
wardly; and circumcision is 
circumcision of the heart, by 
the Spirit, not by the Wtitteq‘d 
code. Such a man’s praisk 
is not from men, but fiord. 
God. 
God’s Faithhlnw 

What advantage, then, 3 is there in being a Jew, 
or what value is there in cir- 
cumcision? Much in every 2 
way! First of all, they have 
been entrusted with the very 
words of God. 

What if some did not have 3 
faith? Will their lack offaith 
nullify God’s faithfulness? 
Not at all! Let God be true, 4 
and every man a liar. As it 
is written: 

“So that you may be 
proved right in your 
words 
and prevail in your 
iudeine.” 

28. Who ir areal Jew4 Nationality and circumcision did not make a real Jew. 
29. Who ir a Jew on the in~~lde. Circumcision of the heart means inward purity. Compare CoL 211-12. 
Ihe work of God% SpMt. This contrasted with the letter o? the Law. Compare Phil 3:3; Titus 3:s; 
Rom. 3:24. Thir man realver Mu pmlw horn God. Men may say evil things about one who is a true Jew, 
a spiritual descendant of Abraham, but God will approve him. The religious advantages which a Jew 
had, made him that much more guilty when he did not live up to what he knew. CompareJames 4:17 
and note. 
1. Do the Jew have my d ~ ~ h g e ?  Paul’s conclusions in chapter 2 are contrary to what the J&s 

believed. We can imagine them asking: “If our advantages will be no help at Judgment, and Gentiles 
can also be accepted, what good is all this?” 
2. h &e Bnt plm. The advantage of the Jew is explained in Rom. 0-4-5 and notes. Paul here men- 

tions first: the message of ciod which IS the Old Testament. Next to Christ and the New Testament, 
the Old Testament was God’s greatest gift to mankind. It pointed forward to the Messiah, and gave a 
description of him so that he could be identified. 
3. What if rome? “Would not the unfaithfulness of some Jews invalidate God’s promise?” The Jewish 

argument runs: “If some of the chosen people are lost through their unfaithfulness, doesn’t this 
mean that God has not been faithful himself, since he promised to be a God to Abraham’s descendants 
forever?” 
4. certpinly not1 [Godfirbid is not in the Greek.] God’s promise was conditional (seeDeut. 28:l-14). 

and required faith and obedience. “God is true to his promise even though every Jew were unfaithful 
and proved to be a liar by breaking the promise.” The quotation is from Psalm 51:4 in the Septuagint. 
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S B ~ t  what if our doing wrong serves to show up 
more clearly God’s doing right? What can we 
say? That God does wrong when he punishes 
us? (I speak here as men do.) 6By no means! If 
God is not just, how can he judge the world? 

’But what if my untruth serves God’s glory 
by making his truth stand out more clearly? 
Why should I still be condemned as a sinner? 
*Why not say, then, “Let us do evil that good 
may come”? Some people, indeed, have insulted 
me by accusing me of saying this very thing! 
They will be condemned, as they should be. 

No Man Is Righteous 
9Well then, are we Jews in any better condition 

than the Gentiles? Not at all! I have already 
shown that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under 
the power of sin. ‘OAS the Scriptures say: 

“There is no one who is righteous, 

1 3  
But if our unci hteous- 5 

ness brings out Godis right- 
eousness more clearly, what 
shall we say? That God is 
unjust in bringing his wrath 
on us? (I am usinp a human 
argument,) Certainly not1 If 6 
that were so, how could God 
jud e the world? Someone 7 
migtt argue, “If my false- 
hood enhances God’s truth. 
fulness and so increases his 
glory, why am I still con- 
demned as a sinner?” Why 8 
not say-as we are being 
slanderously reported and as 
some claim that we say- 
“Let us do evil that good 
may result”? Their con- 
demnation is deserved. 

No One Is Righteous 

then? Are we any better? 
Not at all1 We have already 
made the charge that Jews 
and Gentiles alike are all 
under sin. As it is written: 

{‘There i s  no one right- 
eous. not even one: 

What shall we conclude 9 
- 

10 

5. But whst if o w  dolng wrong? Israel is under judgment for rejecting Christ. The Jewish argument 
is: “If our sin in crucifying Christ blessed the whole world, and if our unbelief makes the faithfulness 
of God stand out; how can God punish us for this good work?” See also Rom. 6:1-2. (I speak here 88 
men do,) That is, Paul is saying this is the human reasoning about this question. 
6. By no means! God could not judge at all if he were unjust. Because he does judge, he cannot be 

unjust, even when he judges men whose sin may have helped fulfill the Plan. 
7. But what if my untruth? It is plain that a charge of untruth was often made against Paul (compare 

Gal. I:20; Rom. 9:l). No unbelieving Jew questioned the fact that Paul would come into judgment, 
in Spite of the fact that his “faithlessness in becoming a Christian” had made the faithfulness of God to 
Israel stand out. Paul takes their idea that he is to be judged as a sinner and turns it on them. They 
believe he lied, but that some good came from it. Yet they condemn him as a sinner. This shows they 
already understand that even though good may come from sin, the sin i s  still not exucsed. [Scholars 
cannot agree on verses 7-8.1 
8. Why not say, then? If judgment could be escaped by sinning to the glory of God, then we ought to 

.do evil to produce good, The unbelieving Jews were telling people that Paul taught such a thing. They 
be condemned. God’s judgment on those who pervert the truth in such ways as this, is just1 God 

does not permit sin (1 Pet. 1:13-16). 
9. In any better condition? The Jew was surprised to see his advantages disappear. “Surely we Jews are 
in better condition than the Gentiles because of our devoutness!” Not at all! Paul makes this strong, 
because he has shown that both Jews and Gentiles areall under the power of sin. Not just simply sinful: 
all mankind are both guilty and unable to escape from that condition by themselves. 
10. As the Scriptares say. Paul shows them from the Old Testament that no one is righteous before 
God (by themselves). He quotes language from Psalms 14:l-3; 53:l-3; 5:9; 140:3; etc., all from the 
Septuagint. There Is no one who Is righteous. If “righteous” means completely free from sin, then 
this is true of all mankind (see 1 John l:8-10), Only Jesus lived without sin. See Heb. 4:15. 
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“no one who understands, 
or who seeks for God. 

they have all gone wrong; 
no one does what is good, not even one. 

13Their mouths are like an open grave; 
wicked lies roll off their tongues, 
and deadly words, like snake’s poison, 

their mouths are full of bitter curses. 
lSThey are quick to hurt and kill; 
l6 they leave ruin and misery wherever 

”They have not known the path of peace, 
nor have they learned to fear God.” 

19N0w we know that everything in the Law 
applies to those who live under the Law, in order 
to stop all human excuses and bring the whole 
world under God’s judgment. 20Because no man 
is put rightin God’s sight by doing what the Law 
requires; what the Law does is to make man 
know that he has sinned. 

‘IAll men have turned away from God; 

from their lips; 

they go. 

there is no one who 

no one who searches for 

11 
understands, 

God. 
All have turned away 12 
and together become 
worthless. 

There is no one who does 
good, 
not even one.” 

“Their throats are open$3 
graves; 
their tongues oractice ‘ ’ 
deceit.’’ - 
on their lios.” 

“The poison of vipers isAu 
. .. ... . .. 

“Their m h h s  are full 14 
of cursing and 
bitternek” 

“Their feet are swift to 15 
shed blood; 
ruin and miserv mark 16 
theirpaths, 

and the way of peace they 17 
do not know.”. 

“There is no fear of 18 
God before their 
eyes.” 

ever the law says, it says to 
those who are under the law, 
so that eve mouth may .be 
silenced anrthe wholeworld 
held accountable to God. 
Therefore no one will be de- 20 
clared righteous in his sight 
by observing the law; rather, 
throu h the law we become 
conscflous of sin. 

Now we know that what- 19 

, 

11-18. These verses are a general statement of the condition of mankind. Wherever man goes, he leavss 
a trail of destruction and misery behind him. Human wickedness continually hflicts injury on others. 
Even when they are clearly shown the “path of Peace,” they make themselves blind to it. Nor have 
they learned to feu God. This both sums up and explains why man is under the power of sin. When 
God is not feared [respected, worshiped], nothing else is; and with the final barrier down, sin comes 
in like a fluodl Paul has proved from the Scriptures that no man is righteous! 
19. Now we know. The things which Paul has just quoted are part of the Law, and apply to Jews. To 
mtop d human ex-. Every excuse of the Jew has been demolished by the Law. And b h g  the whole 
world. Jews believed the Gentiles were already under God’s judgment. Now they find that they them- 
selves are also ynder God’s judgment. 
20. Bamue. S h e  Paul Is speaking to Jews, he speaks of the Lmu, but this also can apply to law in 
general. In the present state of human nature, perfect obedience to law is impossible. What t4e Law 
dwr. The Law is a standard of measurement which makes man aware that he is a sinner, but does not 
offer him any hope of a way to escape from guilt. 
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How God Puts Men Right 

21But now God’s way of putting men right with 
himself has been revealed, and it has nothing to 
do with law. The Law and the prophets gave 
their witness to it: 22God puts men right through 
their faith in Jesus Christ. God does this to all 
who believe in Christ, because there is no 
difference at all: 23all men have sinned and are 
far away from God’s saving presence. 2 4 B ~ t  by 
the free gift of God’s grace they are all put right 
with him through Christ Jesus, who sets them 
free. 2 S G ~ d  offered him so that by his death he 
should become the means by which men’s sins 
are forgiven, through their faith in him. God did 
this in order to demonstrate his righteousness, 
In the past, he was patient and overlooked men’s 
sins; 26but now in the present time he deals with 
men’s sins, to demonstrate his righteousness. 
In this way God shows that he himself is right- 
eous and that he puts right everyone who believes 
in Jesus. 

15 

~ g h h M O W  TbroUgh 
Fdth 

from God, apart from law, 
has been made known, to 
which the Law and the 
Prophets testify, This right. 22 
eousness from God comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ 
to all who believe. There is 
no difference, for all have 23 
sinned and fall short of the 
#ory of God, and arb jus& 24 

ed freely by his grace 
through the redemption that 
came by Christ Jesus. God 25 
presented him as a sacrifice 
of atonement, throu h faith 
in his blood. He dicfthis to 
demonstrate his justice, be- 
cause in his forbearance he 
had left the sins committed 
beforehand unpunished-he 26 
did it to demonstrate his jus- 
tice at the present time, so 
as to be just and the one who 
justifies the man who has 
faith in Jesus. 

But now a righteousness 21 

21. But now God’s way. The Law and God’s promise were two different things. See what Paul says in 
Gal. 3:17-18. The Law and the prophets told that God would provide a righteousness that did not 
originate in law. See Heb. 8:7-13 and notes. 
22. Through their falth In Jesus Christ. Faith in Christ is the condition. In this sense it is faith alone 
which saves, but the faith which saves cannot be alone. See note on James 2:19. Faith is not a con- 
dition of merit, but of mercy. There Is no difference at d. Both Jew and GentiIe stand condemned by 
sin. Both must believe in Jesus Christ to be saved. 
23,. AU men have sInned. Beza points out the symbolism in the Greek is of one whose strength fails 
him, and who falls behind in a race. The Jew was as far away from God’s saving presence as was the 
Gentile. 
24. But by the bee gift. God acted in history through Jesus Christ to set men free from their sin. This 
is a free gift, because we did nothing to earn it1 God had it all done before we found out about it1 Com- 
pare 1 Cor. 2:7-10. 
25. God offered him. Blood is often the symbol of death, and it is by the death of Christ-the totality 
of his sacrifice- that he is the means [propitation = means] by which sins are forgiven. Christ died 
so that we could live (see 2 Cor. 5:14-21: 1 Pet. 2:24; 1 Cor. 15:3; Gal. 2:20). What God has given to 
the world in Christ, infinitely great and absolutely free, is literally nothing unless it is taken. We must 
reach out through faith to seize the sacrifice of Chdst and make ourselves part of it1 God did this. The 
Jew despised God’s patience with sinners (see Rom. 2.4 and note). But Heb. 9:15 shows it was on the 
basis of what Jesus would do that God was patient. 
26. But now. In the past God overlooked men’s sins and did not punish them immediately. But now, 
since the Cross and until time ends, God deals with men’s sins. God’s righteousness is demonstrated 
in the Cross, and we see that sin and salvation are not “make-believel” At the same time, God accepts 
as righteous (PUTS RIGHT WITH HIMSELF) those who reach out through faith to make themselves part of 
Christ on the Cross and identify with his death (Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:3-6). 
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27What, then, can we boast about? Nothing! 
And what is the reason for this? Is it that we obey 
the Law? No, but that we believe. 28For we con- 
clude that a man is put right with God only 
through faith, and not by doing what the Law 
commands. 290r  is God, only the God of the 
Jews? Is he not the God of the Gentiles also? 
Of course he is. 30God is one, and he will put 
the Jews right with himself on the basis of their 
faith, and the Gentiles right through their faith. 
3 1 D ~ e ~  this mean that we do away with the Law 
by this faith? No, not at all; instead, we uphold 
the Law. 

Ch. 3 

Where, then, is boasting? 27 
It is excluded. On what 
principle? On that of ob- 
serving the law? No, but on 
that of faith. For we main- 28 
tain that a man is justified 
by faith apart from obser- 
ing the law. Is God the God 29 
of Jews only? Is he not the 
God of Gentiles too? Yes, of 
Gentiles too, since there is 30 
only one God, who wilt jus; 
tify the circumcised by faith 
and the uncircumcised 
through that same faith. Dd 31 
we, then, nullify the law by ’ 
this faith? Not at all! 
Rather, we uphold the law. 

27. What, then, can we boast about? Every law which requires HUMAN MERIT as a condition of salva- 
tion permits boasting and pride. The salvation which comes as a free gift through the merit of Christ’s 
sacrifice, which we seize thmghfaith, gives us nothing to boast about. 
28. For we conclude. He has proved that we are put right with God tiustifiedl only through faith (which 
includes the obedience of faith). A clear line is drawn between faith and the works of the Law, as 
these represent two disctinctly different religious systems, and this shows us that faith (and the obe- 
dience of faith) must not itself be interpreted as a work oflaw. 
29. Or is God only? The only way to escape the conclusion of verse28 would be to say that God is a God 
of the Jews only. Both Jew and Gentile can only be justified by faith in Jesus Christ. 
30. God is one. Paul points toZech. 14:8-9 to prove that in the new age of Good News, God will gather 
all peoples together, and all will be put right with him through the one rule of faith (which includes 
the obedience of faith). 
31. Does thii mean? The Law = the whole Jewish religion. Does salvation by faith make thcf!& 
useless? The answer is no, not at all! The Law is upheld for the fust time (Rom 8.4 and note). See 
what Jesus said in Ma#. 517, and compare the note there. To be put right with God is to be flm- 
nounced innocent or guiltless. Since no man could obey the Law perfectly (see James 2:lO and h&), 
no man could be put right with God through the works of the Law. As we reach out in faith to seize 
Christ, and make ourselves part of his sacrifice, his merit is ~ L L Y  CREDITED [imputed] to us and 
the Law cannot condemn us. 
Three useu of law. 1. A Fence,Law serves the purpose of restraining sin and promoting righteousneds. 
Considered from this point of view, law presupposes sin and is necessary on account of sin. It serves the 
purpose of God’s common grace in the world at large. This means that, from this point of view, law 
cannot be regarded as a means of grace in the technical sense of the word. 2. A Teacher. In this capa- 
city law serves the purpose of bringing man under conviction of sin, and of making him conscious of 
his inabili2y to meet the demands of law. In that way law becomes his teacher to lead him UNTO L%&t, 
and so becomes an assistant to God’s gracious purpose of se#ing men freefrom sin 3. A Rub. This 
is the so-called third use of law. The law of Christ (1 Cor. 9.521) is a Nle of life for believers, remhdmg 
them of their duties and leading them in the way of life and salvation. The “obediehce of faith” is not 
a thing of merit, but the living sacn&e of Rom. 12:l-2; James 1:26-2? 2:14-1 Z- ete. This third use of 
law is denied by the Antinomians. 
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”he Example of Abraham 
What shall we say, then, of Abraham, our 4 racial ancestor? What was his experience? 

$If he waS put right with God by the things he 
did, he would have something to boast about. 
But he cannot boast before God. 3The scripture 
says, ”Abraham believed God, and because of 
big< faith God accepted him as righteous.” *A 
man who works is paid; his wages are not re- 
garded as a gift, but as something that he has 
earned. SBut the man who has faith, not works, 
who believes in the God who declares the guilty 
to be innocent, it is his faith that God takes into 
account in order to put him right with himself. 
6This is what David meant when he spoke of the 
happiness of the man whom God accepts as 
righteous, apart from any works: 

‘‘‘Happy are those whose wrongs God has 
forgiven, 

whose sins he has covered over! 

17 
Abraham Justlfled by Fallh 

What then shall we say 4 that Abraham, our fore- 
father, discovered in this 
matter? If, in fact, Abra- 2 
ham was justified by works, 
he had something to boast 
about-but not before God. 
What ,pees the Scri ture 3 
say? Abraham befeved 
God, and it was credited to 
him as righteousness.” 

Now when a man works, 4 
his wages are not credited to 
him as a gift, but as an obli- 
gation. However, to the man 5 
who does not work buttrusts 
God who justifies the 
wicked, his faith is credited 
as righteousness. David says 6 
the same thing when he 
s eaks of the blessedness of 
t l e  man to whom God 
credits righteousness apart 
from works: 

offenses have been for- 
given 
and whose sins have 

“Blessed are they whose 7 

been covered. 

1. Of Abraham, o w  ndrl ancmtor. Paul has said that being put right with God has nothing to do 
with the Law. It is through faith, from beginning to end (Rom. 1:17). Now he shows the example of 
Abraham. What w h l r  experknap Paul asks: “Was Abraham put right with God by works of law, 
or by faith?” 
2. By the thlalp he did. If he was put  right with God by his OWN MERIT, this would give him something 

to boast”about. But he cannot. See Rom. 3:19-20 and notes. 
l%e reripface up. Paul quotes Gen. 156 here, and in Gal. 3:6; alsoJames 223. Abraham believed 

?pi’s promise to him of a son by Sarah, and this faith was the basis on which God accepted him as 
nghteous. Faith obeys (see note onJames 219). 
4. A man who worlu L paid. Lipscomb says: “If one relies on his own works to merit salvation, the 

reward is reckoned not as a favor [grace] fmm God, but as payment ofdebt for works. This is contrary 
to the whole principle of justification by gace. Man is a lost and helpless sinnet, saved by the grace 
of God; but he must accept [seize it and make himself part of it] that favor by complying with the condi- 
+ions God has enjoined [decreed] for his enjoying [receiving] it.” 

5. Bnt the man who hu fnlth. This speaks of the man who does not try to earn salvation through his 
o m  merit. If human merit were required for salvation, then no one could be saved at all because of the 
‘principle in James 210. Our actions can never be anything but imperfect (1 John 1.4-10). However, 
faith cannot bepe@ct EXCEPT through the obedience offiith Vames 2:19,23 and notes). 
6. lbh L what Davld meant. Paul has shown us Abraham was put  right with God through his faith, 

rather than through the things which he did. Now he shows us David speaking about the Same faith. 
7, whow nh he h u  covered over. This uses the symbolism of the sacrifices of the Law in which the 

blood of the sacrifice covered over the sins so they could be forgiven. 
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thought of his body, which was already practically 
dead, or of the fact that Sarah could not have 
children. 20His faith did not leave him, and he 
did not doubt God‘s promise; his faith filled him 
with power, and he gave praise to God. 21He was 
absolutely sure that God would be able to do 
what he had promised. 2ZThat is why Abraham, 
through faith, “was accepted as righteous by 
God.” 23The words “He was accepted as right- 
eous” were not written for him alone. 2’4They 
were written also for us who are to be accepted as 
righteous, who believe in him who raised Jesus 
our Lord from death. 25He was given over to die 
because of our sins, and was raised to life to put 
us right with God. 

Right with God 
Now that we have been put right with God 5 through faith, we have peace with God 

womb was also dead. Yet he 29 
did not waver through unbe- 
lief re ardmg the promise of 
God, %ut was strengthened 
in his faith and gave glory to 
God, bein fully persuaded 21 
that God f ad  power to do 
what he had promised. This 22 
is why “it was credited to . 
him as righteousness.” The 23 
words “it was credited tb- 
him” were written not 
him alone, but also for us 
whom God will cre 
eousness-for us 
lieve in him who rai 
our Lord from the dead. He 25 
was delivered o er to death 
for our sins anEwas raiseq 
to life for our justification. 

Peace and Joy 
Therefore, since we have 5 been justified through . 

faith, we have ace with 
God through o u r E r d  Jesus 

20. Hfs faith did not leave him, He did argue the impossibility of the promise, but waited patiently 
for it to come true1 
21. That God would be able to do. He believed God had the ability to do this, and he believed that 
God would keep his promise to him. 
22. That is why. Because he was absolutely sure! This faith demonstrated itself in everything he did. 
23. Were not mitten for hlm alone. This speaks of the one who was inspired to write these words 
[Moses, in Gen. 15:6]. He pointed forward to Christ, and those who would be accepted as righteous 

24. They were mitten also for w. We are shown the example of Abraham SO that we also might beifev;. 
Compare Rom. 1:16-17. 
25. He waa given over to die. See Heb. 29-10. This was God’s act in Christ to set men free. $‘%n 
Christ was raised to life, this became the guarantee of all our hopes. Paul makes the death, bunat and 
resurrection the focal point of the Goad News (1 Cor. 151-4). Note how he stresses the raising 
death (1 Cor. 15:12-20). Note how he speaks about the act of baptism (Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:3-4). 
1. Put right with God thongh faith. Christ‘s sacrifice changes us, not God. The merit of Christ’: s&- 

ofiring for us, makes it possible for us to be put right with God through faith. In our union with 
Christ (z Cor. 5:17), we are changed from enemies into Mends. Thefaith which puts US right with God: 
(1) is a faith in Christ as the Messiah; (2) is a faith of the heart mom. 10:9) which brings the totality 
of our life into obedience (Rom. 1:5), We havepeace with God. Outside of Christ, all are rebels agahst 
God and enemies. Inside of Christ (Gal. 3:27), forgiveness brings peace and we are friends. Luther says: 
“Thus we arrive at this result, viz., that faith justifies without any works, and yet it does not follow 
from this that we must not do any good works, but that genuine works will not be wanting [lacking]. Of 
these works those who are saints by their own merit know nothing; they frame up works of their OW% in 
which there is neither peace, joy, assurance, love, hope, boldness, nor the quality of any genuine Chris- 
tian work and faith.” CompareRom. 1O:l-4. 

through their faith in him. ._  
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through our Lard Jesus Christ. 2He has brought 
us, by faith, into this experience of God’s grace, 
in which we now live. We rejoice, then, in the 
hope we have of sharing God’s glory! 3And we 
also rejoice in our troubles, because we know 
that trouMe produces endurance, 4endurance 
brings God’s approval, and his approval Creates 
hope, 5This hope does not disappoint us, because 
God has poured out his love into our hearts by 
means of the Holy Spirit, who is God’s gift to us. 

‘For ,when we were still helpless, Christ died 
for the wicked, at the time that God chose. ’It 
is a difficult thing for someone to die for a right- 
eous person. It may be that someone might dare 
to die for a good person. ‘But God has shown US 
how much he loves us; it w a s  while we were still 
sinners that Christ died for us! 9By his death 
we are now put right with God; how much more, 
then, will we be saved by him from God’s wrath. 

ROMANS 21 
Christ, through whom we 2 
have gained access by faith 

F:; ~ ~ ~ n ~ g ~ ; h i $ o g ’  
in the hope of the glory of 

~ ~ ~ r ~ ; ~ c ; n / ;  zr b;‘z 3 
ings, because we know that 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ p ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c e ~ ~ ~ ~ : ,  
acter; and character, ho 

t-:oi$g i:d;sy&gi 5 
oured out his love into our 

~ ~ ~ ~ h ; ~ d ; ; ~ s ~ ~ i r i t f  
you see, at just the right 6 

~~m&;~~c,w&w;~ s:: 
the ungodly. Very rarely will 7 

~~~~,n;~~&fi ; , ; ;~tee; ;  
Someone might possibly 

~~tt;$;b~;tl,;~;~; 8 
this: While we were still 

sin;;;; ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ~ f o &  een 
justified by his blood, how 
much more shall we be 
saved from God’s wrath 

2. Into thlrexperlence. Christ brought us, by faith, into this experience of being “put right with God” 
and “peace.” We reach out through faith to make ourselves part of the experience of Christ [which is 
extrinsic to ourselves] as we see from Rom. 6;5-6. 
3-4. And we du,reJoica, The Jews boasted about their happiness in the Law. They saw the Christian’s 

trouble as a sign of God’s disapproval. Not so, says Paul. Trouble produces endurance, approval, hope, 
as a chain of events. Compare 1 Thess, 3;3; Acts 541. 
5 .  This hope. The Jews hoped to be saved because they were Abraham’s descendants. They would be 

disappointed (Romans 9). God han pared  onthh 1ove.MacKnight says that BKKECHUTAI points to the 
gifts from the Spirit given to the Gentiles to prove to the Jews that God does love them, It also means 
oqawarepeas that God loves us. 

For d e n  we were BHU helpless. Paul has already shown us that both Jew and Gentile were helpless 
er sin’s power. It was at this point that God acted in history through Christ to set us free1 Compare 

Gal. 4:4-5; Rom. 4:25. 
7. It la a dU€lcnlt thing. While we may see a rare example of love in which someone gives up their 

life to save a good person’s life, it is most unusual. This fact categorizes [defines] the amazing love of 
Christ1 
8, Bat God hor &own as. This act in history stands for all time as a momument to the iirfinite love of 

God! It WM whlle. The false religions of the world show an angry god who must be appeased to escape 
his wrath. Christ shows us a God who acts in love to make it possible for his children to escape the 
judgment coming on sinful men. Compare 1 John 3:16-18. 
t 9. By Ids death. Blood = death. See He&. 2 9 ;  2 Cor. 5-14-21; 1 Pet. 2-24. Death symbolizes the total- 
ity of Christ’s sacrifice (of which blood is a part). How much more, then. If Christ died for us while we 
wtre still sinners, how much more will Christ save us from the wrath to come, now that we have been 
put right with God through his death and are not longer sinners, 
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‘Owe were God’s! enemies, but he made us his 
friends through the death of his Son. Now that 
we are God‘s friends, how much more will we be 
saved by Christ’s life! “But that is not all; we 
rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has now made us God’s friends. 

Adam and Christ 
12Sin came into the world through one man, 

and his sin-brought death with it. As a result, 
death spread to the whole human race, because 
all men sinned. I3There was sin in the world 
before the Law was given; but where there is no 
law, no account is kept of sins. 14But from the 
time of Adam to the time of Moses death ruled 
over all men, even over those who did not sin as 
Adam did by disobeying God’s command. 

Adam was a figure of the one who was to come. 

Ch. 5 
through him1 For if, when 10 
we were God’s enemies, we 
were reconciled to him 
through the death of his 
Son, how much more, 
having been reconciled, 
shall we be saved through 
his life1 Not only is this so, 11 
but we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we 
have now received reconcil- 
iation. 

Death Through Adam, Llfe 
Through CMst 

entered the world through 
one man, and death through 
sin, and in this way death 
came to all men, because all 
sinned-for before ihe law 13 
was given, sin was in the 
world. But sin is not taken 
into account when there is 
no law. Nevertheless, death 14 
reigned from the time of 
Adam to the time of Moses, 

Therefore, just as sin 12 

10. But he a a d e  un hL frienl. Christ’s sacrifice does not change God, it changes us (2 Cor. 517) .  We 
had become God’s enemy through our sins, We now become God’s friends through the death of 
his Son. MacKnQht sees in this a removing of the curse from all mankind- past, present, future - so 
that all have salvation available’to them. Compare verse 18; He&. 9:15; Eph. 2:16. By ChrLt’n Life. 
CompareRom. 8:l l :  John14:19; 1 Pet. 3:21. 
11. But that Ir not all. Paul shows us that now the Gentiles can also boast and rejoice that the true God 
is their God and King and Father, because Christ has abolished the Jewish Law (Eph. 215) .  
12. Sln m e  Into the world h u g h  one man. The remaining verses of this chapter induce profound 
theological questions. “Original sin,” and “reprobation,” as they are taught today are dis ortions of 
Bible teaching. A distinction must be made between physical death and spiritual death.$od knew 
before Creation that man would sin, and hat he would make peace through the death of his Son. See 
1 Pet. 1:19-20; Eph. 3:9-11; Col. 1:15-20. And hfi nln brought death wlth It. The contrast is between 

all mankind. Gen. 3:ZO. Became d men nlnned. MacKnight says: “The meaning is not, that death 
hath come on all because all have sinned actually; for infants, who have not sinned actually, die; but 
that they have sinned in Adam as their federal head [proxy]; that is, are involved in the consequences 
of his sin.” 
13. Them WPI ~ln. Paul shows us that all mankind must have sinned in Adam (by proxy). Until law is 
given, no account is kept of sin. Yet death shows that sin was in the world from the time of Adam to 
Moses. 

Adam and Christ as each is the m o m f o  f the whole human race. Adam’s sin brought physical death to 
* <  

over dl men. None could escape death. Death ruled: (1) even though no law of 
een given; (2) and no account of sins was kept: (3) even over infants and mental defec- 

tives who could not have sinned against natural law (compare Rom. 1:18-23). This shows that all did 
sin in Adam, who is the proxy of the whole human race. Each of us repeats the acts of Adam iq this 
sense: we are born into this world untouched by personal sin. As we grow to accountability, we disobey 
Uod’s command and become personally guilty. A h  WM a w e .  He was a figure of Jesus Christ. 
Each as a proxy acted for all mankind. Compare2 Cor. 5:14-15. 
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ISBut the two are not the same, because God’s 
free gift is not like Adam’s sin. It is true that 
many men died because of the sin of that one 
man. But God’s gracels much greater, and so 
is his free gift to so many men through the grace 
of one man, Jesus Christ. ‘“And there is a differ- 
ence between God’s gift and the sin of one man. 
After the one sin came the judgment of “Guilty”; 
but after so many sins comes the undeserved 
gift of “Not guilty!” 171t is true that through the 
sin of one man death began to rule, because of 
that one man. But how much greater is the result 
of what was done by the one man, Jesus Christ! 
All who receive God’s abundant grace and the 
free gift of his righteousness will rule in life 
through Christ. 

‘50 then, as the one sin condemned all men, 
in the same way the one righteous act sets all 

eve!% over those who did not 
sin by breaking a command, 
as did Adam, who was apat- 
tern of the one to come. 

tres ass. For if the many 
dieaby the trespass o f  the 
one man, how much more 
did God’s grace and the gift 
that came by the grace of the 
oneman, Jesus Christ, over- 
fl?w to the many1 Again, the 16 
gift of God is not like the re- 
sult of the one man’s sin: 
The judment  followed one 
sin and brought‘condemna- 
tion, but the gift followed 
many trespasses and 
brought justification. For if, 17 
by the trespass of the one 
man, death reigned through 
that one man, how much 
more will those who receive 
Gods abundant provision of 
grace and of the gift of right. 
eousness reign in life 
through the one man, Jesus 
Christ. 

result of one trespass was 
condemnation for all men, 
so also the result of one act 

But the gift is  not like the 15 

Consequently, just as the 18 

not contrasted here to the obe- 
the free gifr of grace through 

15. Bccause God’s free gift Is not Ike Adam’s sin. The sin of Adam 
dience of Christ; but the penalty of Adam’s sin is contrasted wii 
Christ’s obedience. Many men died. The penalty of physical death came to all because of Adam’s sin. 
But God’s grace is much greater. In Christ we receive back much more than we lost in Adam. God’s 
ACT in Christ will bring all out ofthe grave. To those who are in Christ, this ACT will bring much morel 11 
16. And there is a Werence. Adam’s one sin brought the judgment of “Guilty” to all mankind. But 
the undeserved gift of “Not guiltyl” after so many sins, comes through Christ’s obedience. 
17. Through the sin of one man. If this is compatible with justice (as verse 12 shows), then the results 
of Christ’s ACT are also compatible with justice. ALL WHO RECEIVE. This implies that the results of 
Christ’s act are limited somewhat by the response of each individual. This would agree with verse 1. 
God’s abundant grace. The raising from death (verse 15). This will mean different things to the believer 
and to the unbeliever Vohn 5:28-29). Hls dghteoasneas. The undeserved gift of “Not guiltyl” (verse 16). 
WIlI rule In We through CMst. “Eternal life begins now for those who are in Christ/” 
18. So then. This is the second pact of the comparision begun in verse 12. As the one sln condemned. 
Adam’s sin brought physical death to all mankind. The one righteous act. Shepherd says: “What 
they [we] lost unconditionally in Adam, they [we] gained unconditionally in Christ.” This means any 
“original sin” is canceled by Christ’s act. However, until we are put right with God throughfaith, our 
personal sin still condemns us. Lipscomb says: “By the sin of Adam all die and go to the grave. The 
grace and gift of God must bring them out of the grave and restore them to life, so that all that was lost 
in Adam may be regained in Christ: but this is not a matter of debt, but of grace.” Christ’s death 
bringst (1) LIFE. All dead will be raised to life (Rev. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1521.22; John 528.29). (2) PARDON. 
Full pardon for our guilt in Adam’s sin. Therefore infants and mental defectives are sinless. (3) LIFE. 
Eternal life to those who have no personal sin. (4) FORGIVENESS. The opportunity to have personal sin 
canceled. 1 Pet. 3:21-22; Titus 3:4-7. 



men free and gives them life. IgAnd just as many 
men were made Sinners as the result Of the diso- 
bedience of one man, in the same way many will 
be put right with God as the result of the obe- 
dience of the one man. 

2oLaw was introduced in order to increase 
wrongdoing; but where sin increased, God‘s 
grace increased much more. then, just as 
sin ruled by means of death, so also God’s grace 
rules by means of righteousness, leading us to 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Bead to Sin but Alive in Christ 
What shall we say, then? That we should 6 continue to live in sin so that GOCVS grace will 

increase? Tertainly not! We have died to sin- 
how then can we go on living in it? 3 F ~ r  surely 
you know this: when we were baptized into Union 

of righteousness was justifi- 
cation that brings life for all 
men. For just as through the 19 
disobedience ofthe one man 

~ ~ s ~ ~ 1 s ~ % o ~ ~ & , $ ~ :  

be made right- 

t:ttrFfz $ ~ h \ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ;  
grace increased all themore, 

s,O,~~~~i$s:~~~e*$$ 21 
reign through ri hteousness 
to brin eternal [fe through 
Jesus Cwist our Lord. 

Dead to SIn, Alive h Christ 
What shall we say, 

~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ; ~ ~  w e ~ ~  
increase? BY no means! we 2 

~~t ; ; ;~{o~; r~ ; ; ;~~  
you know that all of us who 

bedience of the one man 

The law was added so that 20 
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with Christ Jesus, we were baptized into union 
with his death, “By our baptism, then, we were 
buried with him and shared his death, in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from death by the 
glorious power of the Father, so also we might 
live a new life. 

5 F ~ r  if we became one with him in dying as 
he did, in the same way we shall be one with him 
by being raised to life as he was. 6And we know 
this: our old being has been put to death with 
Christ on his cross, in order that the power of the 
sinful self might be destroyed, so that we should 
no longer be the slaves of sin. ’For when a person 
dies he is set free from the power of sin, *If we 
have died with Christ, we believe that we will also 
live with him.‘ 9 F ~ r  we know that Christ has 
been raised from death and will never die again- 

were baptized into Christ Je- 

s l u , a t { ~ w f $ ~ ~ t ~ ~ f ~ ~  
buried with him throu h 

~ [ $ ~ ; 1 , ~ a 8 e $ ~ r ~ ~ $ ’  
raised from the dead 
through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a 
newlife. 

wi:i ~ m h ~ h ~ ~ a $ ~ $  
will certainly also be united 

 ti^^ 
self was crucified with him 

~ t ~ ~ ~ $ ‘ $ ~ ’ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
we should no longer be 

$ ~ $ ~ ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ J ;  
freed from sin. 

czEt :: ~ i e ~ i e ~ h a ~ $ ~  
will also live with him. For 
we know that since Christ 
was raised from the dead, he 
cannot die again; death no 
longer has mastery over 

4. We were b d e d  with htm and shared hts death. A burial implies death. Baptism is a burial. As 
death and burial terminate physical life, Paul reasons, so should baptism into Christ terminate our 
“love affair” with sin. [The original mode of baptism was immersion - a burial in water (and the Spirit, 
John 3:5).] In order that, God’s power raised Christ from death. He now lives a new life in heaven. Pad 
says this is what our baptism means to us. We die to sin, are buried, and raise from the liquid grave to 
live a new life. Compare 2 Cor. 5:17. 

5. For if we became one with hlm. “Being raised to fife” is understood as a spiritual raising from 
death. The next verses show this. “You were at one time spiritually dead because ofyour sins” (see Col. 
211-13). We reach out through faith to seize the sacrifice of Christ to make ourselves part of it. In the 
climax which is baptism, we die with Christ and are raised to life with Christ. 
6. And we b o w  this. In our baptism we were crucified with Christ. The power of the #W =If. Sin 

has taken possession of our bodies. When we are “crucfied, ” sin can no longer make us its slave. As the 
crucified body of Christ was insensitive to external forces, so in our being crucified with Christ, we no 
longer respond to sin. [This does not mean we lose the ability to sin. Compare Col. 3:s; 1 John 1:8-10. 
Luthersays: “This teaches us that we ate not so utterly freed frop~l sin by faith that we can be idfe, lazy 
and secure, as though sin did no longer exist.”] 

7. For when a person dlea. The claim sin has over a person, ends at death. The death of a slave ter- 
minated his period of slavery. 
8. That we wlll also b e  with hlm. Paul returns to his main line of reasoning. In baptism, the burial 

in the liquid grave climaxes in EMERGING from the water. This is both a symbolic and a real resumec- 
tion from the dead. 
9. For we how.  When Christ raised from death, death had no more claim over him. He now lives 

forever!!! We who have shared his death, must also share his eternal lifell! [On the time factor, see 
I John 3:2-3.] Notice this also applies to the kind of life we live right now (compare I Cor. 6:25-20). 
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death has no more power over him. ‘OThe death 
he died was death to sin, once and for all; and 
the life he now lives is life to God. li1n the same 
way you are to think of yourselves as dead to sin 
but alive to God in union with Christ Jesus. 

‘Sin must no longer rule in your mortal 
bodies, so that you obey the desires of your 
natural self. 13N0r must you surrender any part 
of yourselves to sin, to be used for wicked pur- 
poses. Instead, give yourselves to God, as men 
who have been brought from death to life, and 
surrender your whole being to him to be used 
for righteous purposes. 14Sin must not rule over 
you; you do not live under law but under God’s 
grace. 

Slaves of Righteousness 
15What, then? Shall we sin, because we are 

not under law but under God’s grace? By no 

Ch. 6 

him. The death he died, he 10 
died to sin once for all; but 
the life he lives, he lives to 
God. 
In the same way, count 11 

yourselves dead to sin but a- 
live to God in Christ Jesus. 
Therefore, do not let sin 12 
reign in your mortal body so 
that you obey its evil desires. 
Do not offer the parts of 13 
your bod to sin, as instru- 
ments OB wickedness, but 
rather offer yourselves to 
God, as those who have re- 
turned from death to life; 
and offer the parts of your 
body to him as instruments 
of righteousness. For sin 14 
shall not be your master, be- 
cause you are not under law, 
but under grace, 

Slaves to Righteousness 

because we are not under 
law but under grace? By no 

What then? Shall we sin 15 

10. The death he died waa death to sin. Before Christ died, he was tempted in every way that we are 
(Heb. 4:15), and on the Cross was made to share our sin (2 Cor. 521; compare Lev. 16:21-22). After 
he died, sin could no longer make him its victim. Note that Christ raised from death in his BODY and 
went up to God in his resurrection BODY. 
11. In the anme way. This is the application of the first part of this chapter. The ESSENCE of our faith 
is a union to him in which his experience becomes ours. We die to sin in Christ’s death; we become 
alive to God in Christ’s resurrection [Suntifiation is the believer takingjustification seriously.] 
12. Sin must no longer rule. This shows two possibilities: (1) one who has died with Christ and been 
raised to new life could still return to being the slave of sin (compare Heb. 6.46); (2) one who is new 
in Christ has the option of living a holy life. [Not the ascetic life of human holiness, but the living sacri- 
fice of God‘s holiness.] 
13. Any part of yoaraelvea. The New Testament teaches a wholistic view of man (1 Them. 5:23). Greek 
thought viewed man as a soul imprisoned in a body offlesh. The New Testament views man as a UNITY 
of body, soul, and spirit. It makes a lot of difference in our conduct, whether we view our bodies as a 
prison or a “temple of the Holy Spirit.” 
14. Sin must not rule. Law has no answer for the power of sin. It is not restraint, but inspiration, which 
sets us free from sin. But the way Paul says this raises the problem of Rom. 3:8; 4 1  again. He uses the 
rest of this chapter to settle this question. 
15. What, then? Shall we a h ?  Since we are not ruled by commandments of law, but by the SENSE of 
what we owe God for his free gift of grace, are we then to make a habit of sin??? Since Gad set us 
free at the Cross, are we to make a habit of sin??? By no means! This is Paul’s inspired answer for all 
time1 [Godforbid is not in the Greek.] 
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meansl 16Surely you know that when you sur- 
render yourselves as slaves to obey someone, 
you are in fact the slaves of the master you 
obey-either of sin, which results in death, or 
of obedience, which results in being put right 
with God. “But thanks be to Godl For at one 
time you were slaves to sin; but then you obeyed 
with all your heart the truths found in the teach- 
ing you received. 18You were set free from sin and 
became the slaves of righteousness. 191 use or- 
dinary words because of the weakness of your 
natural selves. At one time you surrendered 
yourselves entirely as slaves to impurity and 
wickedness, for wicked purposes, In the same 
way you must now surrender yourselves entirely 
as slaves of righteousness, for holy purposes. 

20When you were the slaves of sin, you were 
free from righteousness. 21What did you gain 
from doing the things that you are ashamed of 
now? The result of those things is death! 22But 
now you have been set free from sin and are the 
slaves of God; your gain is a life fully dedicated 

meansl Don’t you know that 16 
when you offer ourselves to 
someone to ogey him as 
slaves, you are slaves to the 
one whom you obey- 
whether you are slaves to 
sin, which leads to death, or 
to obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? But thanks 17 
be to God that, though you 
used to be slaves to sm, you 
wholeheartedly obeyed the 
form of teachinq to which 
you were committed. You 18 
have been set free from sin 
and have become slaves to 
righteousness. 

because you are weak in 
your natural selves. Just as 
you used to offer the pacts of 
your body in slavery to im- 
purity and to ever-increas- 
mg wickedness, so now offer 
them in slavery to right- 
eousness and holiness. 
When you were slaves to sin, 20 
you were free from the con- 
trol of righteousness. What 21 
benefit did you reap at that 
time from the thin you are 
now ashamed OR Those 
things result in deathl But 22 
now that you have been set 
free from sin and have be- 

I put this in human terms 19 

16. That when you surrender yourselves. If we make ourselves slaves to Sin, death is the wage we 
receive! But if through obedience we make oursleves slaves to God, we will be put right with him and 
receive all his promises1 
17. But thanks be to Godl Paul gives thanks to God that his readers have already made their choice - to 
obey God! The truths found in the teaching you received. Paul points back to their baptism as a point 
ofobedience. All the apostles taught the same truths (the Good News), so we find a parallel to this in 
Acts 2:38: 22:16; 1 Pet, 3:21 and notes. 
18, You were set free from sin. When they died to sin and were baptized into union with Christ’s death 
(verses 3.4). And became the slaves of righteopsness. “You do not belong to yourselves but to God; he 
boughtyoujbr aprice” ( I  Cor. 6:19-20), 
19. I use ordlnary words. He apologizes for using the slave-master relationship of human society to 
teach them a spiritual truth, but their moral weakness (as seen in their past lives) makes it necessary, 
Slavea of righteousness. This means to take God’s work in Christ to set men free from sin as a serious 
matter! The Cross is not make-believe1 The price paid shows God’s valuation of we human beings. 
20. When you were slavea of sin. It is a reasonable thing to devote yourself to God in righteousness, 
because when you were a slave of sin, you gave no obedience to righteousness. 
21. What did yoagaln? Results show true value. They are now ashamed of their sinful acts. Sin brings 
death (eternal separation from God)I 
22. But now. Because you have died to sin and ace no longer its slave. Yow gain. The result of a life 
dedicated to God is eternal life! 
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to him, and the result is eternal life. 2 3 F ~ r  sin 
pays its w a g d e a t h ;  but God‘s free gift is 
eternal life in union with Christ Jesus our Lord. 

An Illustration from Marriage 
Certainly you understand what I am about 7 to say, my brothers, because all of you know 

about law. The law rules over a man only as long 
as he lives. *A married woman, for example, is 
bound by the law to her husband as long as he 
lives; but if he dies, then she is free from the law 
that bound her to him. 3 S ~  then, if she lives with 
another man while her husband is alive, she 
will be called an adulteress; but if her husband 
dies, she is legally a free woman, and does not 
commit adultery if she marries another man. 
4That is the way it is with you, my brothers. 
You also have died, as far as the Law is con- 
cerned, because you are part of the body of 
Christ; and now you belong to him who was 
raised from death in order that we might be 

Ch. 7 
come slaves to God, the ben- 
efit you reap leads to holi- 
ness, and the result is eter- 
nal life. For the wa es of sin 23 
is death, but the gik of God 
is eternal life through Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
An Illustration From 
-age 7 Do you not know, 

brothers-for I am 
speaking to men who know 
the law-that the law has 
authority over a man only as 
long as he lives? For ex- 2 
ample, by law a mamied wo- 
man is bound to her hus- 
band as long as he is alive, 
but if her husband dies, she 
is released from the law of 
mamiage. So then, if she 3 
mamies another man while 
her husband Is still alive, she 
is called an adulteress. But 
if her husband dies, she is 
released from that law and is 
not an adulteress, even 
though she marries another 
man. 

So, my brothers, you also 4 
died to the law through the 

23. For sin pays it wage - death. The slave of sin earns his own death. But God’s h e  gift. Man has no 
ability to earn eternal life. What he cannot do for himself, God offers as a free gift through Jesus Christ. 
All have the right to come, and to accept the water of life as a gift (Rev. 221 7). 
1. Certafnlg yoe understand. Paul uses an illustration from human life to show that the Christian is 

dead to the Law.Luther says: “When a husband dies, his wife, too, becomes free, and each is released 
from the other. Not in this sense, that the woman is not to take another husband, but rather in this 
sense, that she is now truly free to take another, which she could not do before she became released 
from her former husband.” Only SB long SB he Uvea. Death released a man from the authority of the 
Law. 
2. A married woman. The Jews believed that the Law of Moses formed a perpetual obligation. Paul 

uses marriage to teach them this lesson. But If he &ea. The wife was united to her husband during his 
lifetime, but his death terminated the obligation, leaving her free to marry another. 
3. Whlle her husband b dive. She would be an adulteress, because she would be unfaithful to the law 

(marriage vows) that united her to her husband. Note that the Jewish Christians to whom Paul wrote 
beleived that to abandon the Law of Moses was equal to spiritual adultery. 

4. That b the way. ‘‘Since marriage is terminated by the death of either spouse, you Jews, who were 
married to God as your king, and obligated to obey the Law of Moses, are legaly free from that 
marriage and Law.” In becoming a Christian, they died with Christ (Rom. 6 3 ,  and since the old 
relationship is terminated, the Law has no claim on them. Now you belong to hlm. [Marriage is not 
in the Greek of this verse.] The church is Christ’s bride, however, here he speaks of the individual 
person being made to BELONG to Christ. He uses a Greek verb-form which points to a specific action 
in the past, which certainly identifies with Rom. 6.5. In order that. The law had no help to give the 
sinner. In Christ, we have much help (Rom. 626; Gal. 522-26; etc.). 
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useful in the service of God, SFor when we lived 
according to our human nature, the sinful de- 
sires stirred up by the Law were at work in our 
bodies, and we were useful in the service of 
death. 6 N ~ ~ ,  however, we are free from the Law, 
because we died to that which once held us 
prisoners, No longer do we serve in the old way 
of awritten law, but in the new way of the Spirit. 

Law and Sin 
‘What shall we say, then? That the Law itself 

is sinful? Of course not! But it was the Law that 
made me know what sin is. I would not have 
known what it is to covet if the Law had not said, 
“DO not covet.” 5in  found its chance to stir up 
all kinds of covetousness in me by working 
through the commandment. For sin is a dead 
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body of Christ, that you 
might belong to another, to 
him who was raised from the 
dead, in order that we might 
bear fruit to God. For when 5 
we were controlled by our 
sinful nature, the sinful pas- 
sions aroused by the law 
were at work in our bodies, 
so that we bore fruit for 
death. But now, by dying to 6 
what once bound us, we 
have been released from the 
law so that we serve in the 
new way of the Spirit, and 
not in the old way of the 
written code. 

Straggling With Sin 
What shall we say, then? 7 

Is the law sin? Far from it1 
Indeed I w_ould not have 
known what sin was exce t 
through the law. For I wodd 
not have known what it was 
to covet if the law had not 
sfrid, “DO not covet.” But 8 
sin, seizing the opportunity 
afforded by the command- 
ment, roduced in me every 
kind ofcovetous desire. For 
apart from law, sin is dead. 

5. F O C W ~ M  wellved. Before we died with Christ. Stirred up by the Law. We would not recognize these 
desires, if the Law did not identify them (Gal. 524; Rom. 7:9-10). 
6.  We are h e  from the Law. See Rom. 6.2-4. But in the new wag of the Spirit. This does not mean 

that the Jews under the Law did not worship God with spiritual worship. Yet the Law was directed 
toward weak human nature. In contrast to the oldlif ,  we have a new life in the Spirit (2 Cor. 3.4 which 
only our possession of the Spirit makes possible (1 Cor. 213-15; 3:16-17; Rom. 8:1-4). 
7. That the Law lbelf Lg sWP In verse 5 Paul said that the Law stirred up sinfit1 desires. Of conme 

not! Paul strongly denies that the Law itself was sinful. The restraint of law made him aware of his 
own sinful nature. [See notes on lmu at the end of chapter 3.1 The experiences which he now gives as 
examples are those of Saul of Tarsus, yet they also are those of Paul the apostle as well. There is no such 
thing as the believer beoming “more and more just,” [since his being just at all depends upon God’s 
& in Christ], neither does the believer’s nature become less and less sinful (Gal. 516-18; 1 John 
1.4-10). Luther described the Christian as: SIMUL IUSTUS ET PECATOR (at the same time righteous and 
sinful). The Christian constantly fights against his own sinful human nature (Rom. CIU-18; I Pet. 

8. Sin found ib chmca. Sin was given its chance by the commandment which had the effect of 
awakening and stirring up evil desires. God’s word of command to Adam and Eve called their attention 
to the forbidden fruit. For rin b a dead Wng. The restraint of law makes sin spring into life, because 
our human natute rebels against any restraint. 

41-2). 
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thing apart from law. 9I myself was once alive 
apart from law; but when the commandment 
came, sin sprang to life, ‘Oand I died. And the 
commandment which was meant to bring life, 
in my case brought death. “Sin found its chance 
and deceived me by working through the com- 
mandment; by means of the Commandment sin 
killed me. 

‘30, then, the Law itself is holy, and the 
commandment is holy, right, and good. 
this mean that what is good brought about my 
death? By no means! It was sin that did it; by 
using what is good, sin brought death to me in 
order that its true nature as sin might be re- 
vealed. And so, by means of the commandment, 
sin is shown to be even more terribly sinful. 

The Conflict in Man 
l4We know that the Law is spiritual; but I am 
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Once I was alive apart from 9 
law; but when the com- 
mandment came, sin s ran 
to life and I died. I !om3 10 
that the very commandment 
that was intended to bring 
life actually brou ht death. 
For sin, seizing &e oppor- 11 
tunity afforded by the com- 
mandment, deceived me, 
and through the command- 
ment ut me to death. So 12 
then, t!e law is holy, and the 
commandment IS holy, 
righteous and good. 

then, become death to me? 
By no means1 But in order 
that sin might be recognized 
as sin, it produced death in 
me through what was good, 
so that through the com- 
mandment sin might be- 
come utterly sinful. 

We know that the law is 14 
spiritual; but I am unspirit- 

Did that which is good, 13 

9. I myself was once alive. Gzfird says: “There is a deep tragic pathos in the brief and simple state- 
ment; it seems to point to some definite period full of painful recollections.” This could be the time in 
youth when happy innocence is displaced by the moral conflicts and awareness of mature years. But 
when the commandment came. The Law makes sin a curse (1 Cor. 15.56). Without law, sin would 
have no strength to kill men, since sin is the violation of law. 
10. And I died. The awareness of sin showed him under the sentence of death. It may have been when 
Christ said, “I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you persecute,” that Paul first realized that “Christ has 
brought the Law to an end,” and he died. Which waa meant to brlng Me. The Law promised life mom. 
10:s. In my caw brought death. The Law is a curse to everyone who violates it. 
11. Sin found its chance. Because men were under the Law, sin found its chance to first fool them and 
then to kill them. Yet this result is not due to the Law itself, since this would make God responsible 
for our sinning by giving the Law. Sin deceives us by: (1) making us think the demands of the law are 
unreasonable (compare Gen. 3:s); (2) to kill us by using the curse attached to the breaking of law. 
12. So then. The Law itself is holy, even in its curse, as it restrains us from sin by its threat of punish- 
ment. Its moral requirements are holy, right, and good. 
13. Does thts mean? Paul has shown us that the Law is holy, right, and good, even though it stirs up 
evil desires. It was through the Law that sin killed him. But is the Law then death??? By no means! 
The problem is not the Law, but sin. Sin stirs up our human nature to rebel against the Law, to break 
it, and by this to place ourselves under the curse of the Law. Sin la shown to be. This is God‘s intention: 
that sin, by turning God’s blessing into a curse, would clearly show what it is and ignite in us an urgent 
desire to escape from it. 
14. The Law is splnitasl. To show US that it is not God’s Law, but rather sin that is the source of death, 
Paul points out the conflict in man. The Law requires actions which are spiritual, as our mind and 
conscience tells us. But I tun m o d  man. He means this in its worst sense (compare Rom. 8;s-8). Sold 
an a slave to sin. Obligated to do whatever evil actions he is prompted to do by sinful desiies. Remember 
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mortal man, sold as a slave to sin. 151 do not 
understand what I do; for I don’t do what I 
would like to do, but instead I do what I hate. 
‘“hen I do what I don’t want to do, this shows 
that I agree that the Law is right, ’‘SO I am not 
really the one who does this thing; rather it is 
the sin that lives in me. 181 know that good does 
not live in me-that is, in my human nature. 
For even though the desire to do good is in me, 
I am not able to do it. 191 don’t do the good I 
want to do; instead, I do the evil that I do not 
want to do. 201f I do what I don’t want to do, this 
means that no longer am I the one who does it; 
instead, it is the sin that lives in me. 

21So I find that this law is at work: when I want 
to do what is good, what is evil is the only choice 
I have. 22My inner being delights in the law of 
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ual, sold as a slave to sin. I 15 
do not know what I am 
doing. For what I want to do 
I do not do, but what I hate 
I do. And if I do what I do 16 
not want to do, I agree that 
the law is good. As it is, it is 17 
no Ion er I myself who do it, 
but i tfs  sin living in me. I 18 
know that nothing good 
lives in me, that is, in my 
sinful nature. For I have the 
desire to do what is good, 
but I cannot carry it out. 
For what I do is not the good 19 
I want to do; na, the evil I 
do not want to do-this I 
keep on doing. Now if I do 20 
what I do not wanf to do, it 
is no longer I who do it, but 
it is sin living in me that 
does it. 

So I find this law at work: 21 
When I want to do good, 
evil is right there with me. 
For in my inner being I de- 22 

Luther’s description of the Christian: “at the same time righteous and sinful. ” A Christian does not 
find life by trying to reform his human nature, nor by purifying his human nature from its sinfulness; 
but he gets above it and lives in a new existence in Christ. Paul explains this in chapterd 
15. I do not mdenrtand what I do. The word “slavery” explains his actions. “AS a slave, my actions 
are guided by someone else’s will.” 
16. When I do what I don’t want to do. He knows that sin is wrong, yet he goes on sinning (compare 
1 John 1;8-10)q The fact that he doesn’t want to sin shows he agrees that the Law is right in its com- 
mands and its curse. 
17. So I am not really the one. It is not “Paul the he-man”  who sins, but “Paul the slave to sin.” The 
sin that lives in us: (1) interferes with the good we would like to do: (2) like some evil spirit, it tries to 
destroy our spiritual nature; (3) tries to control us and take us to death (verse 24). 
18, In my human nature. CompareJames 4:s. See notes on verse 14 of this chapter. 
19. I don’t do the good. This proves what he said in verse 18. How often we resolve to do better, and 
then give in to temptation when it comes. This repeats verse 15, but makes a stronger contrast between 
good intentions and bad actions. 
20. This m m s  that no longer am I the one. The same answer as verse 17, To be saved from sin, a man 
must at the same time own it [confess to it] and disown it [repudiate it]. This is the Christian paradox- 
to live in a condition of “confident despair.” 
21. This law IS at work. This is similar to verse 10, “This is how I find the Law-or  life under the rule 
of the Law-works out in actual practice: when I make up my mind to do good, evil is the only choice 
I have.” Compare verse 7and note. 
22. My inner belng. The inner being is not the same as the new nature; but is the side of human nature 
that is tuned in to God. CompareRom. 214. 
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God. 2 3 B ~ t  I see a different law at work in my 
body-a law that fights against the law that my 
mind approves of. It makes me a prisoner to the 
law of sin which is at work in my body. 24What 
an unhappy man I am! Who will rescue me from 
this body that is taking me to death? 25Thanks 
be to God, through our Lord Jesus Christ! 

This, then, is my condition: by myself I can 
serve God’s law only with my mind, while my 
human nature serves the law of sin. 

Lie in the Splrit 
There is no condemnation now for those who 8 live in union with Christ Jesus. 2For the law 

of the Spirit, which brings us life in union with 
Christ Jesus, has set me free from the law of sin 

light in God’s law; but I see 23 
another law at work in the 
members of my body, 
waging war against the law 
of my mind and making me 
prisoner of the law of sin at 
work within my members. 
What a wretched man I am! 24 
Who will rescue me from 
this body of death? Thanks 25 
be to God-through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! 

So then, I, of myself, in 
my mind am a slave to 
God’s law, but in my sinful 
gature a slave to the law of 
sin. 

Life Tbm* the splrit 
Therefore, there is now 8 no condemnation for 

those who are in Christ Je- 
sus, because through Christ 2 
Jesus the law of the S irit of 
l i e  set me free from t i e  law 

23. But I see a different law. This continual conflict in man goes on between the inner being who 
delights in the law of God, and the law of sin and death which holds him prisoner. 
24. What an anhappy man I MI This is the despair of natural man, held prisoner by sin, and unable 
to help himself. p h e  Christian also feels this constant struggle, but has hope in Christ.] who Wlll 
reseae me? The Law cannot help, because it is the curse of the Law which is about to kill him. See 
verse 9. 
25. Thanks be to God. He has acted already to set us free! Though our Lard Jaw Cbdstl God sets us 
free through Jesus Christ! See Romans 82 .  l91I6, then Ir my wndition. By myserf - without Christ’s 
help-the best I can do is serve God’s law with my mind, while the sin that lives in me perverts my 
weak human nature. Luther says: “This struggle lasts as long as we live; it is more violent in one person, 
less so in another, according as the Spirit or the flesh gmws stronger. And yet the entire person is him- 
self both Spirit and flesh, struggling with himself until he becomes altogether spiritual.” [Byflah, 
Luther means human nature.] Compare what Paul says in Gal 516-18. 

1. There la no condemnation now. Condemnation is in every sense out of the question! [But there are 
some qualifiers! See note on James 219.1 In chapter 6,  Paul shows us that in BAPTISM, the Christian 
dies to sin. In chapter 7, he shows us that this death terminates our “marriage” to the Law. In chapter 
8, he shows us that the Holy Spirit living in each CHRISTIAN Vohn E38-39; 1 Cor. 6:19-20; Eph. 222) 
breaks the power of sin and makes it possible to choose to obey God. For lhore who live in anion with 
CMmt Jww. “No condemnation” applies only to those who are united to Christ in a living union. 
Compare 1 John 1: 7: 2 Cor. 5 1  7. 
2. For the law of the Spirlt. Wesley says: “Gospel has freed us from the Mosaic Law.” The “law of the 

Spirit” is the GOSPEL, the Good News of God’s act in Christ to set us free, including the facts, com- 
mands, and promises that form part of thii. HPI ret ma he. “In my union to Christ, I i m  already set 
free from the power of sin and the curse of the Law.” Lipcomb says: “It is imagined that through the 
death of Christ in some way an indulgence from God was secured by which man might be allowed 
gmater license in neglecting the law of God and in going his own way. This is a fatal mistake.” 
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and death. 3What the Law could not do, because 
human nature was weak, God did. He con- 
demned sin in human nature by sending his own 
Son, who came with a nature like man’s sinful 
nature to do away with sin. ‘God did this so that 
the righteous demands of the Law might be fully 
satisfied in us who live according to the Spirit, 
not according to human nature. STho~e who 
live as their human nature tells them to, have 
their minds controlled by what human nature 
wants. Those who live as the Spirit tells them to, 
have their minds controlled by what the Spirit 
wants. 6To have your mind controlled by human 
nature results in death; to have your mind con- 
trolled by the Spirit results in life and peace. 

of sin and death. For what 3 
the law was powerless to do 
in that it was weakened by 
our sinful nature, God did 
by sendin his own Son in 
likeness ofsinful man to be 
a sin offering. And so he 
condemned sin in sinful 
man, in order that the right- 4 
eous re uirements of the law 
might %e fully met in us, 
who do not live accordin to 
our sinful nature %ut 
according to the Spirit. 

to their sinful nature have 
their minds set on what that 
nature desires; but those 
who live in accordance with 
the Spirit have their minds 
set on what the Spirit de- 
sires. The mind of sinful 6 
man is death, but the mind 
contmlled by the Spirit is 

Those who live according 5 

3. What the Law could not do. The Law, which Jews were so proud of, could not change human 
nature. It had no teal answer for the problem of sin and death. It was not the righteous demands of the 
Law that were weak, but human nature. There were many devout and holy men under the Law, but the 
fact that they werefriends ofGod was due to the grace that would come through Christ (Gal. 3 9 ;  Heb. 
9:lS). By sending ldn o m  son. God acted in history by sending the Etetnal Logos in human form with 
ewactly the same nature us ours/ The Son of God could take the humanity of his human mother Mary 
without any sinfulness. Some teach “original sin” to mean that sin itself is built into human nature, 
and this requires them to invent an “immaculate conception” for Mary to explain the sinlessness of 
Jesus. But not sin its& only the guilt and destruction it brings, forms part of out human nature. To do 
away with sin. He did this by: (1) his sinless life (under human limitations;) (2) his death to cancel sin; 
(3) his rising ftom death to life, which we can reach owt and seize through faith (Rom. 64). 
4. So that the righteoos &man& of the Law. Paul said the Law was spiritual (Rom. 212, 14). It 

offered life to all who kept it PERFECTLY, but crused all who violated its righteous demands. Christ ful- 
filled the Law (gave it teal meaning) in the fact that he perfectly kept all of its righteous demands! 
When Christ, as the Proxy of all mankind, fulfilled the Law, it was just as if every man had fulfilled the 
Law. When Christ died to pay the Law’s penalty for sin, it was just as if every sinner had died and paid 
for his sins. Paul reminds us of this in 2 Cor. 514, 21. Who h e  uxmllng to the Splrtt. Beza pictures 
the believer as absolutely passive in satisfying the righteous demands of the Law in Christ. It is true 
that our salvation is BNTJRELY due to God’s act in Christ, yet we have been set free from the power 
of sin and the curse of death IN ORDER THAT we may live according to the Spirit. Luther’s comment 
helps us put it in the tight perspective: “This Spirit makes us spiritual, subdues the flesh [human 
nature], and assures us that as long as we follow the Spirit, resist sin, and endeavor to slay it, we are, 
nevertheless, the children of God, no matter how violently sin rages in us.” SeeJames 2:22-23. 
5. As their human natare tell6 them to. Those who live without Christ are described in Gal. 5;19-21. 
h the Spirit tell8 them to. The Spirit tells us what we should keow through the written word! It is not 
fear ofpunishmentwhich makes us live as the Spirit blls us, but LOVE (IJohri 4:18). 

6 .  To have your mind controlled. Compare what Jesus said inMatt. 6:24, and see note there. Allowing 
ow human nature to make us its slave, brings death. Allowing the Spirit to make us his “slave” brings 
life and peace1 The quality of out faith is demonstrated in our life. 
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’And so a man becomes an enemy of God when 
his mind is controlled by human nature; for he 
does not obey God‘s law, and in fact he cannot 
obey it. 8Those who obey their human nature 
cannot please God. 

gBut you do not live as your human nature 
tells you to; you live as the Spirit tells you to-if, 
in fact, God’s Spirit lives in you. Whoever does 
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 
him. ‘OBut if Christ lives in you, although your 
bodies are going to die because of sin, yet the 
Spirit is life for you because you have been put 
right with God. “If the Spirit of God, who raised 
Jesus from death, lives in you, then he who raised 
Christ from death will also give life to your 
mortal bodies by the presence of his Spirit in you. 

5So then, my brothers, we have an obligation, 
but not to live as our human nature wants us to. 
13For if you live according to your human nature, 
you are going to die; but if, by the Spirit, you kill 
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life and peace, because the 7 
sinful mind is hostile to 
God, It does not submit to 
God’s law. nor can it do so. 
Those controlled by their 8 
sinful nature cannot please 
God. 
You, however, are con- 9 

trolled not by your sinful 
nature but by the Spirit, if 
the Spirit of God lives in 

And if anyone does not 
ave the S irit of Christ, he 

does not &.lon$ to Christ. 
But if Christ is in you, your 10 
body is dead because of sin, 
yet your spirit is alive be- 
cause of righteousness. And ll 
if the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead 
is living in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead 
will also give life to your 
mortal bodies through his 
Spirit, who lives in you. 

Therefore, brothers, we 12 
have an obligation-but it is 
not to our sinful nature, to 
live according to it. For if 13 
you live according to the sin- 
ful nature, you will die; but 
if by the Spirit you put to 
death the misdeeds of the 
body, you will live. 

7. And so a man becomes an enemy of God. Human nature is hostile to God. All who ALLOW them- 
selves to be slaves to their human nature find it impossible to obey God’s law. 
8. Cannot please God. No one, in all ages of time, could ever please God by allowing the evil desires 

of human nature to control himself. 
9. But you do not live. “You can please God, because you are not controlled by your human nature.’’ 

He speaks to those who have been set free from the law of sin and death. If, in fact, God’s Spirit lives 
in you. See verse 16. The Spirit of Christ = the Spirit of God = the Holy Spirit. Shepherd says: “The 
possession of the Holy Spirit is declared to be absolutely necessaq to our being acceptable to God.” 
See Gal. 4.4. 
10. But if Christ lives in you. Both God and Christ live in the Christian through the Holy Spirit (Eph. 
2:22). Note that “God’s Spirit lives in you,” “have the Spirit of Christ,” and “Christ lives in you,” 
all express the same important fact. Are going to die. Not “dead in sin,” nor “dead to sin,” but all will 
die physically because of the sin of Adam (Rom. 5:17). Yet the Spirit ia life. This is in contrast to the 
phrase: “are going to die. ” This is explained in vera  11. 
11. If the Spidt of God. Lipscomb says: “The Holy Spirit actually dwells in every obedient believer.” 
Who raisedJesus horn death. SeeJohn 5:21,28,29. Will also give Me to your mortal bodies. Compare 
Eph. 1:13-14: 1 John 3:l-3: 1 Cor. 15:12-20. 
12. We have an obligation. Our HOPE in Christ obligates us to him1 But we have no such obligation to 
our human nature. 
13. For if. After dying with Christ, you could return to sin and let your human nature drag you down 
to death (2 Pet. 220-22). But if, by the Spirit. Note it is not your mortal body which you kill, but the 
SINFUL ACTIONS of your human nature. We cannot do this by our own strength. We do it with the help 
of the Holy Spirit. 
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your sinful actions, you will live, I4Those who 
led by God’s Spirit are God’s sons. I5F0r the 
Spirit that God has given you does not make 
you a slave and cause you to be afraid; instead, 
the Spirit makes you God’s sons, and by the 
Spirit’s power we cry to God, ’“Father! my 
Father!” 16God’s Spirit joins himself to our 
spirits to declare that we are God’s children. 
17Since we are his children, we will possess the 
blessings he keeps for his people, and we will 
also possess with Christ what God has kept for 
him; for if we share Christ’s suffering, we will 
also share his glory, 

The Future Glory 
‘*I consider that what we suffer at this present 

time cannot be compared at all with the glory 
that is going to be revealed to us. l9All of creation 
waits with eager longing for God to reveal his 

Those who are led by the 14 
S irit of God are the sons of cpod, For you did not re- 15 
ceive a spirit that makes you 
a slave again to fear, but you 
have received the Spirit who 
makes you sons. And by him 
we CI$! “Abba, Facher.” 
The Spirit himself testifies 16 
with our spirit that we are 
God’s children, NOW if we 17 
are children, then we are 
heirs-heirs of God and co- 
heirs with Christ, if indeed 
we share in his sufferings in 
order that we may also share 
in his glory. 

Future Glory 

ent sufferings are not worth 
comparing with the glory 
that will be revealed in us. 
The creation waits in eager 19 
expectation for the sons of 

I consider that our pres- 18 

14. Those who areled. See Acts 10:34-35. How are they led? (1) They have given themselves as “slaves” 
to God; (2) the Holy Spirit is their Helper (verse 26). Compare Phil. 2:12-13. God’s sons. Compare 
John 3:s. 
15. Does not make you a slave. Slave is contrasted with son. In the world of the first century, about 
half the population were slaves. They knew the fear and terror of slavery. This is not what God’s Spirit 
gives. Christians are God’s sons (and daughters) through the Spirit. Compare Gal. 4:6 Father! My 
Father! We have both the status and the spirit of sons1 Paul is pointing back to their baptism (Rorn. 
6:5-6; Acts 238 and notes) as the time they were adopted into the family of God and received the Holy 
Spirit, 
16. To declare that we are God’s children. See 2 Cor. 1:21-22; 5:5; Eph. 1:13-14. Lipscomb says: “The 
Spirit gives directions through the word of truth how to become children of God. Our spirits bear wit- 
ness as to whether from the heart we have complied with these conditions, and so they jointly bear 
testimony that we are children of God.” 
17, Shce we arc his chlldren. He speaks to those who can look back to a point in time where they were 
adopted as God’s children. See note on Col. 2.12. We w i l l  POSSWS the blessings. A son inherits every- 
thing his father has. We, as God’s children, will inherit the riches of Eternity1 Everything that belongs 
to Christ as a natural SON, belongs to us as well, in our union with him. For If we share Chlt i t ’s  suf- 
fering. Compare 1 Thess. 3:3 and note. 
18. I consider. “The thoughts of suffering with Christ should not terrify you.” Paul gives three reasons: 
(1) the groaning of creation (verses 19-22); (2) we groan as we wait in hope (verses 23-25); (3) the groan- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, who is our prayer-partner (verses 26-27). Cannot be compared at all. See 2 Cor. 

19. All of creation walts. Chrysostom says: “Paul personifies the world, just as the prophets do when 
they make the floods to clap their hands.” The total created universe looks forward to that time when 
God’s children will have reached their climax and be revealed in all their glory1 Compare Col. 1:20. 

4:16-18. 
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sons. 20For creation was condemned to become 
worthless, not of its own will, but because God 
willed it to be so. Yet there was this hope, 21that 
creation itself would one day be set free from 
its slavery to decay, and share the glorious free- 
dom of the children of God. 22For we know that 
up to the present time all of creation groans with 
pain like the pain of childbirth. 2 3 B ~ t  not just 
creation alone; we who have the Spirit as the first 
of God‘s gifts, we also groan within ourselves as 
we wait for God to make us his sons and set our 
whole being free. 2 4 F ~ r  it was by hope that we 
were saved; but if we see what we hope for, then 
it is not really hope. For who hopes for something 
that he sees? 2 5 B ~ t  if we hope for what we do not 
see, we wait for it with patience. 

261n the same way the Spirit also comes to help 
us, weak that we are. For we do not know how 
we ought to pray; the Spirit himself pleads with 
God for us, in groans that words cannot express. 

Ch. 8 

God to be revealed. For the 20 
creation was subjected to 
frustration, not by its own 
choice, but by the will of the 
one who subjected it, in 
ho e that the creation itself 21 
wi! be liberated from its 
bondage to decay and 
brought into the glorious 
freedom of the children of 
God. 

creation has been groaning 
as in the pains of childbirth 
right up to the resent time. 
Not only so, %ut we our- 23 
selves, who have the first- 
fruitspf the Spirit, groan in- 
wardly as we wait eagerly for 
our adoption as sons, the re- 
demption of our bodies. For 24 
in this hope we were saved. 
But hope that is seen is no 
hope at all. Who hopes for 
what he already has? But if 25 
we hope for what we do not 
yet have, we wait for it pa- 
tiently. 

Spirit helps us in our weak- 
ness. We do not know how 

We know that the whole 22 

In the same way, the 26 

20. For creation waa condemned. Lipscomb says: “AS a result of Adam’s sin, the whole creation was 
cursed and fell away from its original design and became subject to the reign of death.” “Was con- 
demned”points back to the sin ofAdam, when God cursed the earth (and all creation). See Gen. 3:lE 
Zsa. 246; Jer. 124. Yet there waa this hope. Even before creation, it was decided that Christ would 
come as the “second Adam.” Gen. 3:15 is a promise. 
21. ThatcreationItself.This tiesinwiththebromiseofzsa. 65:17;2Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:l. 
22. AU of creation groans with paln. These groans of pain are a prophecy of the time of future freedom1 
23. We who have the Spirit. This is Paul’s second reason (see verse 18). This also points to the glorious 
future1 As the 5nt of God’s etfts. APARCHE - F ~ T - P O R T I O N  (Jewish term for anything set apart to God 
before the remainder could be used). The Spirit is the guarantee that we will receive everything God has 
for us. We also groan. We have experienced this new life in the Spirit, and this makes us want to escape 
from this life and rise triumphant in our new bodies. Therefore, we moan as we wait in hoDe. And set 
out whole being free. Only after death is destroyed, can we be totallifree. ComparePhil. h 1 ;  I Cor. 
15:51; 2 Cor. 5:2. 
24. For It waa by hope. In the Bible, “hope” is something you expect to happen. We are “put right with 
God” now, and we are children of God now1 However, our whole being has not been set free yet, and we 
look into the future expecting this to happen1 Verses 24-25 explain the “we wait” of verse23. 
25. But If we hope. Read the introduction to Revelation. Without hope, we would sink into despair1 
26. In the m e  way. This is Paul’s third reason (see verse 18). The Spirit himself helps our weakness 
and is our prayer-partner. R. W. Dale wrote: “The whole passage illustrates in even a startling manner 
the truth and reality of the ‘coming’ of the Holy Spirit - the extent to which, if I may venture to say it, 
He has separated Himself - as Christ did at His Incarnation - from His eternal glory and blessedness, 
and entered into the life of man . . . His intercession for us - so intimately does He share all the evils 
of our condition - is a kind of agony. ” 
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27And God, who sees into the hearts of men, 
knows what the thought of the Spirit is; because 
the Spirit pleads with God on behalf of his people 
and in accordance with his will, 

28We know that in all things God works for 
good with those who love him, those whom he 
has called according to his purpose. 29Tho~e 
whom God had already chosen he had also set 
apart to become like his Son, so that the Son 
would be the first among many brothers. 30And 
so God called those that he had set apart; and 
those that he called he also put right with him- 
self; and with those that he put right with him- 
self he also shared his glory. 

God’s Love in Christ Jesus 
3iFaced with all this, what can we say? If God 

37 
we ou ht to pray, but the 
Spirit aimself intercedes for 
us with groans that words 
cannot express, And he who 27 
searches our hearts knows 
the mind of the Spirit, be- 
cause the Spirit intercedes 
for the saints in accordance 
with God’s will. 

More than anqnerora 

thin s God works for the 
g o J o f  those who love him, 
who have been called ac. 
cordin to his purpose. For 29 
those 8od foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed 
to the likeness of his Son, 
that he might be the first- 
born among many brothers. 
And those he predestined, 30 
he also called; those he 
called, he also justified; 
those he justified, he also 
glorified. 

in response to this? If God is 
for us. who can bcagainst 

And we know that in all 28 

What, then, shall we say 31 

27. And God. . , Jmow. Neither the Spirit nor Christ plead with God for men in general, but only for 
those who are united to Christ - his people. Only Jesus brings God and men together [mediator] (1 Em, 
2:5), but others can plead with God for us (compare Gen. 18:23-33). Even though we cannot find words 
to pray, or are ignorant of the true nature of things (such as in a crisis), the Holy Spirit is our prayer- 
partner, and pleads with God for US, And tn accordance with MI wlll. This is explained in the next 
verse. 
28. We know that in dl thfnga. God is able to use suffering, sadness, poverty, imprisonment, death, 
etc., to call his people to Eternity. “Every problem contains an opportunity, and every opportunity 
contains a problem.” Compare2 Cor. 7:9-11; Acts28:16 and note. Those whom he has called. The best 
comment on this is 2 Thess. 2:13-14. See notes there also, 
29. Hnddredychowa.Lipscomb understands this in the sense ofHeb. l1:39-4O9That is, the men of 
the Old Testament who “would be made p@ct on& with us. ” Add to this the men of old who raised 
from death after Jesus’ resurrection (Matt. 27:52-53), who Lipscomb thinks went into Eternity with 
Jesus. All this, then, is strong proof that “God worksfor good with those who love him. ”Johnson sees 
in this a “choosing on the basis of foreknowledge,” Compare Psalm 139:16: “You saw me before I was 
born. The days that had been createdfor me had aN been recorded in your book, before any of them 
had ever begun. ” See also Rev. 13:8; 17:8: 21:X A third factor is that we had nothing to do with the 
planning of God’s act in Christ to set us free. In this sense, the whole thing is taken out of our hands, 
The truth of Rom. 518 was an accomplished fact before mankind found out about it. Compare 1 
Thess. 5:9-10. 
30. H e & o  r h d  hL glory. We can imagine God saying: “I see that you love me and believe in Christ; 
and therefore I decree that you will become like My Son and share His glory.” 
31. Faced with all thb, what can we my? He has shown us God’s love and mercy, and the future glory 
of God’s people. If God In for w? No doubt about it1 God is for us (who believe in him). Who can be 
.gainit on? No one, man or angel or Devil, can cheat us of our promise in Christ! They may perse- 
cute us, and even kg1 us physically, but because we are united to Christ, they cannot destroy our’ 
relationship with him1 [But we can ourselves.] 
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is for us, who can be against us? j2He did not 
even keep back his own Son, but offered him for 
us all! He gave us his Son-will he not also freely 
give us all things? j3Who will accuse God’s 
chosen people? God himself declares them not 
guilty1 34Can anyone, then, condemn them? 
Christ Jesus is the one who died, or rather, who 
was raised to life and is at the right side of God. 
He pleads with God for us! j5Who, then, can 
separate us from the love of Christ? Can trouble 
do it, or hardship, or persecution, or hunger, or 
poverty, or danger, or death? j6As the scripture 
says, 

“For your sake we are in danger of death 
the whole day long; 
we are treated like sheep that are going 

37N~, in all these things we have complete victory 
through him who loved us! j8F0r I am certain 
that nothing can separate us from his love: 
neither death nor life; neither angels nor other 
heavenly rulers or powers; neither the present 

. 
to be slaughtered.’’ 

us? He who did not s are his 32 
own Son, but gave Rim up 
for us all-how will he not 
also, along with him, gra- 
ciously give us all things? 
Who will bring any charge 33 
against those whom God has 
chosen? It is God who justi- 
fies. Who is he that con- 34 
demns? Christ Jesus, who 
died-more than that, who 
was raised to life-is at the 
right hand of God and is 
also interceding for us. Who 35 
shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall trouble 
or hardship or ersecution 
or famine or naiedness or 
danger or sword? As it is 36 
written: 

“For your sake we face 
death all the day long; 
we are considered as 
sheep to be slaughter- 
ed.” 

No, in all these things we 37 
are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that nei- 38 
ther death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither 
the present nor the future, 

32. He did not even keep back his o m  Son. If he gave his Son to die for us, it is impossible that God 
would be against us or cancel his promises. 
33. Who will accuse God’s chosen people. Neither God nor Christ will do this, and Satan cannot, 
since we are pronounced “Not Guilty.” This shows how secure we are in God’s lovelll But note we are 
still responsible for our own actions Heb. 6.4-6; Rom. 2:5-6; Matt. 12:41-42). 
34. Can anyone, then, condemn them? See Rom. 8:l. 
35. Who, then, can separate us? No external force or condition can do itll! The Book of Revelation is 
written to show us the victory that is already won in Christlll It may look like the Devil is winning, but 
Christ conquered the Devil at the Cross and the Empty Tombl! I 
36. As the mcrlptnre says. He quotes Psalm 4422 in the Septuagint, to show that the suffering men- 
tioned in verse 35 is in perfect harmony with God’s promises. 
37. No, In all these thlngs. Suffering will not cause us to abandon Christ1 We have complete ptctoryl 
‘The ordeal of suffering not only does not cut us off from Christ’s love, but it actually gives us more 
intimate [intrinsic] and thrilling experiences of it1 I I 
38. For I arn certafn. Paul is certain that no hostile power in all the universe can separate us from his 
lovell! Neither death nor Me. These go in pairs. “If Christ’s love can hold us in and through death, 
what is left for us to fear?” See John 8:51: 10:28; 11:25; 1 Them 4:13-18; Heb. 2:14-15. Neither angels 
nor other heavenly d e m  or powers. Good and bad angels (see Eph. 6:12). Neither the present nor the 
fu-. Whatever happens. 1 Cor 3:22. 



Ch. 9 ROMANS 39 
nor the future; 39neither the world above nor the 
world below-there is nothing in all creation 
that will ever be able to separate us from the love 
of God which is ours through Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

God and His Chosen People 
What I say is true; I belong to Christ and I do 9 not lie. My conscience, ruled by the Holy 

Spirit, also assures me that I am not lying. 2 H ~ ~  
great is my sorrow, how endless the pain in my 
heart for my people, my own flesh and blood! 
3 F ~ r  their sake I could wish that I myself were 
under God’s curse and separated from Christ. 
‘They are God’s chosen people; he made them 
his sons and shared his glory with them; he made 
his covenants with them and gave them the 
Law; they have the true worship; they have re- 

nor any powers, neither 39 
height nor depth, nor any. 
thing else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

God% Soverelgn Choice 
I speak the truth in 9 Christ-I am not lyin , 

my conscience confirms it L 
the Holy Spirit-I have great 2 
sorrow and unceasing an- 
guish in m heart. For I 3 
could wish t i a t  I myself were 
cursed and cut off from 
Christ for the sake of my 
brothers, those of my own 
race, the people of Israel. 4 
Theirs is the adoption as 
SOPS; theirs the divine glory, 
the covenants, the receiving 
3f the law, the temple wor- 
ship and the promises. 

39. Neltha the world above nor the world below. No limitations of time or space, There b nothing. This 
shows our promise thtough Christ!!! God gives us his love through Jesus Christ, and Paul sings his 
p a k  in these last eight verseslll Only Eternity will show us the completeness of God’s love in Christ 
bU8.  

1. What I my b b e .  Paul implied in Rom. 3:3 that God would reject the Jewish Nation because they 
disbelieved Christ. Some Jews then said: “If this is true, then God has broken his own promise and 
mpudiated his own chosen people.’’ To answer this, Paul shows: (1) the promise was not to all of the 
descendants of Abraham; (2) God has the right to choose whoever he wants to. Individual or personal 
“el&ion” is not the subject here. Paul looks at the choosing of the Jews, their rejection later, and the 
choosing of the Gentiles. Paul speaks so strongly in chapters 9, 10, 11, because his fellow Jews were 
saying he was a traitor to his nation. 
2. How great ir my M~~OWI Because many of his nation were without the blessing of Christ. 
3. For thdr uke. What he says Is that he would be willing to be under God’s curse himself and lost 

eternally, ifit would help to bring his nation to Christ!!! This shows how much he loved his Jewish race! 
4. They M &MI’# chom people. In verses 4-5, Paul speaks about the honor which God gave Israel. 

“Israsl” means “a Prince with God.” He made them his sons. (Deut. 7:6). This i s  not Christian son- 
ship, but the sonship mentioned in Exod. 422; Hosea 11:l in which every Israelite was a son (Hosea 
1:10). Shared his glory with them. The Shekinah of God’s presence, the box of the covenant, etc. See 
1 Sam. 421; Heb. 9:l-5. Hemadebcovmmb wlth them. With Abraham, and at Sinai. Gave them the 
h w .  “The holy law made and given by God“ (2 Maccabees 6:23). The Law was a “QOOD LUCK 
CRARM” to the Jew (see Rom. 2:l 7). me h e  worrhlp. Compare John 422. God’s promhu. Especially 
the promise of the Messiah. 
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ceived God’s promises; Yhey are descended from 
the patriarchs, and Christ, as a human being, 
belongs to their race. May God, who rules over 
all, be praised forever! Amen. 

61 am not saying that the promise of God has 
failed; because not all’the people of ‘Israel are 
the chosen people of God. ’Neither are all 
Abraham’s descendants the children of God. 
God said to Abraham, “The descendants of 
Issac will be counted as yours.” 8This means 
that the children born in the natural way are 
not the children of God; instead, the children 
born as a result of God‘s promise are regarded 
as the true descendants. 9 F ~ r  God’s promise 
was made in these words: “At the right time I 
will come back and Sarah will have a son.” 

‘OAnd this is not all. For Rebecca’s two sons 

Ch. :9 

Theirs are the patriarchs,, $ 
and from them is traced the 
human ancestry of Christ, 
who is God over all, forever 
praised! Amen. 

It is not as though God’s 6 
word had failed. For not all 
who are descended from Is- 
rael are Israel. Nor because 7 
they ace his descendants arq,:: 
they all Abraham’s children. 
On the contrary, “Through 
Isaac shall your offspring i 

come.” In other words, it is 8 
not the natural children who 
are God‘s children, but it is 
the children of the promise 
who are regarded as Abra- 
ham’s offs ring. For this Q 

was how t& promise was 
stated “At the appointed 
time I will return: and Sarah 
shall have a son. 

ca’s children had one and 
the same father, our ances- 

Not only that, but Rebcc- 10 

5. From the patriarchs. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The sons of such fathers were forfeiting every- 
thing for which their ancestors had been chosen1 Add CMSt. As a human being, Jesus belonged to 
their race, the tribe of Judah, a descendant of David the king. May God. m e  best Greek texts make 
this refer to the father.] Paul’s purpose is to imply that the tragic apostasy of the Jews (verses 2-3) is 
itself part of the “master-plan” of God. Compare Rev. 5: Rom. 11:ll-12. God is able to bring good out 

6 .  I am not saying. The Jew might say: “If Israel had such honor from God, why is the nation rejected? 
If Jesus really is the Messiah, has God canceled his promises?” Paul uses the rest of this chapter to 
answer this. Because not all the people of Israel. Gad’s promise will not fail, even if the Jewish Nation 
is rejected. They do not make up the whole chosen people of God. 
7. Neither ere a l l  Abraham’s descendante. Ishmael and others were Abraham’s children (1 Chron. 

1:28, 32). The descendants of Isaac. The promise did not come through the children of Ishmael or the 
sons of Keturah. 
8. This means. This illustrates the contrast between the natural family-line of race, and the spiritual 

family-lie offaith. This destroys the claim of the Jews: “Abraham is our ancestor” (Matt. 3:9 and 
note). 
9. For God’s proomlse. This promise made the birth of Isaac supernormal. Isaac is called: “his only 

son” Web. 11:17); even though Abraham had other sons; because Isaac was the son of promise. Only 
the children by God’s promise are the “chosen people.” Christians are children by God’s promise (Gal. 
4:28). 
10. And this is not d. The Jew might say: “Ishmael was illegitimate and had no rights. We are legit- 
imate descendants of the patriarch and have ‘Chosen People’ status.” Paul now shows that God has 
the right to reject any nation, including the Jews, and tbchoose other people, if it suits his purpose. 
haac was the father of Rebecca’s twin sons. 

of evil. !‘I>J.7, 
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had the same father, our ancestor Isaac. l1-lzBut 
in order that the choice of one son might be 
completely the result of God’s own purpose, God 
said to her, “The older will serve the younger,” 
He said this before they were born, before they 
had done anything either good or bad; so God’s 
choice was based on his call, and not on any- 
thing they did. 13As the scripture says, “I loved 
Jacob, but I hated Esau.” 

14What shall we say, then? That God is unjust? 
Not ai  all. 15F0r he said to Moses, “I will have 
mercy on whom I wish, I will take pity on whom I 
wish.” 16So then, it does not depend on what man 
wants or does, but only on God’s mercy. ’‘For 
the scripture says to Pharaoh, “I made you king 
for this very purpose, to use you to show my 
power, and to make my name known in all the 
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tor Isaac, Yet, before the 11 
twins were born or had done 
anything good or bad-in 
order that God’s purpose in 
election might stand: not by 12 
works but by him who 
calls-she was told, “Th; 
older will serve the younger, 
Just as it is written: “Jacob 13 
I loved, but Esau I hated,” 

What then shall we say? 14 
Is God unjust? Not at all1 
For he says to Moses, 15 

“I will have mercy on 
whom I have mercy, 

and I will have compas- 
sion on whom I have 
compassion.” 

It does not, therefore, de- 16 
pend on man’s desire or 
effort, but on God’s mercy, 
For the Scripture says to 17 
Pharaoh: “I raised you up 
for this very purpose, that I 
might display my power in 
you and that my name might 
be proclaimed in all the 

11-12. But in order that. The only possible basis of choice would seem to be on the “priority of birth,” 
yet God ignored this to choose Jacob. It may be said that God chose between them because of what they 
would do (see noteonltom. 8:29). Yet Paul uses this to show that God’s choice was not based on either 
family-line or actions. 
13. As the scrlpture says. [Malachi 1:2 Septuagint.] The Expositor’s Greek Testament says: “Yet it 
would not be right to say that Paul is here considering merely the parts assigned by God to nations in 
the drama of providence; He is obviously thinking of Jacob and Esau as individuals, whose own relation 
to God’s promise and inheritance (involving no doubt that of their posterity [descendants]) was 
determined by God before they were born or had done either good or ill. On the other hand, it would 
not be right to say that Paul here refers the eternal salvation or perdition [condemnation] of individuals 
to an absolute decree of God which has no relation to what they are or do, but rests simply on His in- 
scrutable will.” 
14. That God Is uqlast? God treats all men on the same basis (Acts 10:34-35). The Jew would say that 
God was being unjust, if he did not choose on the basis of family-line or actions. Paul shows now that 
the Jewish Scriptures [the Old Testament] declare God’s right to do this. Not at all. It is not possible 
fpr God to be unjust. [Godforbiddoes not appear in the Greek.] 
15. For he saidto Moses. [Exod. 33:19 Septuagint.] He said this in answer to Moses’ prayer. The point 
is that in having mercy, God is influenced by nothing outside of his mercy itself. 
lG. So then. This repeats the reasoning of verses 11-13. Esau was Isaac’s favorite son and the one first- 
born. Esau acted to receive his birthright. Yet Ood was influenced by none of this, and blessed Jacob. 
17. For the scripture says to Pharaoh. It does not say Pharaoh was born for this purpose, but that he 
was made king. [Compare Christ’s choice of Judas Uohn 6:64,70,71; 2 Tim. 2:19-21).] 



42 ROMANS Ch. 9 

world,” 18So then, God has mercy on whom he 
wishes, and he makes stubborn whom he wishes. 

God’s Wrath and Mercy 
I9One of you, then, will say to me, “If this is 

so, how can God find fault with a man? Who 
can resist God’s will?” 20But who are you, my 
friend, to talk back to God? A clay pot does 
not ask the man who made it, “Why did you 
make me like this?” 21After all, the man who 
makes the pots has the right to use the clay as he 
wishes, and to make two pots from the same 
lump of clay, one for special occasions, and the 
other for ordinary use. 

22And the same is true what God has done. He 
wanted to show his wrath and to make his power 
known. So he was very patient in enduring those 
who were the objects of his wrath, who were 

earth.” Therefore God has 18 
mercy on whom he wants to 
have mercy, and he hardens 
whom he wants to harden. 

One of you will say to me: 19 
“Then why does God still 
blame us? For who resists 
his will?” But who are you, 20 
0 man, to talk back to GodC 
“Shall what is formed say to 
him who formed it, ‘Why- 
did you make me like this?’ ” 
Does not the potter have the 21 
right to make out of the 
same lump of clay some pot- 
tery for noble purposes and 
some for common use? 

show his wrath and makehis 
power known, bore with 
r a t  patience the objects of 
IS wrath-prepared for des- 

What if God, choosing to 22 

18. God hae mercy on whom he wishes. God’s mercy and wrath are not influenced by human claims. 
The “making stubborn” of Pharaoh is explained by2 Thess. 2:lO-12. Godet says that Paul is not writ- 
ing theology here, but answering the proud claims of Jewish phnrisawm, showing that no human can 
place an obligation on God by anything he does or says or is. For a Jew, the contrast between the ex- 
amples of Moses and Pharaoh are proof, interpreted by the words of God himself. But Paul neither 
raises nor answers the questions of exactly what the ”making stubborn” means, nor the relationship 
between God “making Pharaoh stubborn,” and Pharaoh making himself stubborn. The Jews thobght 
that God COULD NoTabandon them, and that he would not accept the Gentiles. 
19. One of you, then. “If the character of Moses and Pharaoh are ENTIRELY the result of God’s will, 
doesn’t the difference between them disappear? Doesn’t this make men the helpless tools of God? How 
can he find fault with them?” Paul does not answer this objection, but says in effect: “Even if that 
is true, what right has the Jewish Nation to object to it? It is a lump of clay in the hands of the man who 
makes pots.” 
20. To talk back to God? He has the right to decree the terms of his own mercy. 
21. After all. Not the quality of the clay, but the will of the man who makes the pots, decides what use 
will be made of each part of the lump. The Expositor’s Greek Testament says: “True, the objectoe 
might say, but irrelevant. For man is not clay, and the relation of God to man is not that of the potter to 
dead matter. To say that it is, is just to concede the objector’s point - the moral significance is taken out 
of life, and God has no room any longer to pronounce moral judgments, or to speak of man in terms 
of praise or blame.” [Christians have argued for centuries over the exact relation between God’s SOVER- 
EIGN WILL and man’s FREE WILL.] 
22. He wantedto show. “God’s will in relation to man is difficult to understand, but if his actual treat- 
ment of them is “patient in enduring,” what can you say against that?” [Destroyed = condemned to 
hell.] God’s long history of patience with the Jewish Nation is probably in Paul’s mind at this point. 
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ready to be destroyed, 23And he wanted also to 
reveal his rich glory, which was poured out on 
us who are the objects of his mercy, those of us 
whom he has prepared to receive his glory, 2 4 F ~ r  
we are the ones whom he called, not only from 
among the Jews but also from among the 
Gentiles. 2SThis is what he says in the book of 
Hosea, 

“The people who were not mine, 
I will call ‘My People,’ 

The nation that I did not love, 
I will call ‘My Beloved.’ 

“And in the very place where they were 
told, ‘You are not my people,’ 
there they will be called the sons of the 
living God, ” 

27And Isaiah exclaims about Israel, “Even if the 
people of Israel are as many as the grains of sand 
by the sea, yet only a few of them will be saved; 
28for the Lord will quickly settle his full account 
with all the world.” 291t is as Isaiah had said 
before, “If the Lord Almighty had not left us 
some descendants, we would have become like 
Sodom, we would have been like Gomorrah.” 

truction? What if he did this 23 
to make the riches of his 
flory known to the objects of 
lis mercy, whom he pre- 
pared in advance for glory- 
even us, whom he also 24 
called, not only from the 
Jews but also from the Gem 
tiles? As he says in Hosea: 25 

“I will call them ‘my 
people’ who are not 
my people; 

and I will call her ‘my 
loved one’ w$p is not 
my loved one, 

and, 26 
“It will happen that in 

the very place where it 
was said to them, 

‘You are not my people, 
they will be called ‘sons 

of the living God.’ ” 
Isaiah cries out concern- 27 

ing Israel: “Though the 
number of the Israelites 
should be like the sand by 
the sea, only the remnant 
will be saved. For the Lord 28 
will carry out his sentenceon 
earth with speed and final- 
ity.” 
It is just as Isaiah said pre- 29 
viously: 

“Unless the Lord All- 
powerful had left us 
descendants, 

23. And he wanted also to reveal. This completes the thought in verse 22. God: (1) shows his wrath and 
Cppwer; (2) reveals his rich glory. But in both of these, God acts in such a way that not only can man not 

complain, but must stand in amazement and worship111 
;24.,For we are the ones. This explains the “on us” of verse 23. The fact that those called are from 
,,among both Jews and Gentiles shows that no one can claim God‘s mercy as a right of his racial heritage! 
Johnson sees in this a restraining of the destruction of the Jewish Nation until the entire world heard 
,the Good News of Christ (CompareMatt. 24:14; Col. 1:23). 
25-26. This is what he says. [Verse 25 quotes Hosea 2:23; verse 26, Hosea 1:lO; both from the Septua. 
gint.] God’s action in calling people from among both Jews and Gentiles, agrees with what he has 
already said in the Scripture. When God calls Gentiles, he is doing what he already said he would do. 
27. And Isaiah exclaims about Israel. [A paraphrase of Isa. 10:22-23.1 Paul shows that God had al- 
ready said that only part of Israel would be called. The Jews dare not complain about their dilemma, 
since it is exactly what the Word of God says. See note on verse 6. 
28. For the Lord. The meaning is: “God fulfills his promse, but also limits it [to those who have faith] . I ’  

This is why only part of Israel will be saved. [Compare note on Rom. 11:26.] 
29. I t  is as Isaiah had said before. [Zsa. 1:9 Septuagint.] The “descendants” are the same as the “only 
afew” of verse 27. Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed for their sins, and no trace of them was to be 
found. A few of Israel will be saved. God Almighty. sAaAoTH.Ainsworth says the Rabbins teach, that 
when God judges his creation he is caned Elohim; when he shows mercy he is called Jehovah; when he 
fights against the wicked he is called Sabaoth. 
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Israel and the Gospel 
Sowhat shall we say, then? This: that the 

Gentiles, who were not trying to put themselves 
right with God, were put right with him through 
faith; 31while the chosen people, who were seek- 
h g  a law that would put them right with God, 
did not find it. 32And why not? Because what 
they did was not based on faith but on works, 
They stumbled over the “stumbling stone” 33that 
the scripture speaks of: 

“Look, I place in Zion a stone 
that will make people stumble, 
a rock that will make them fall. 

But whoever believes in him will not be 

we would have become 

a$;;~?J’~~?~~ben 

What then shall we say? 30 

l i e  Sodom, 

Is‘ael’sunbelief 

That the Gentiles, who did 
not pursue righteousnes’s,, 

~ ~ , , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ; f ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~  31 
Israel, who pursued a law of 
righteousness, has not at- 
tained it. my not? Because 32 
they pursued it not by faith 
but as if it were by works. 
They stumbled over the 
“stumbling stone.” As it is 33 
written: 

“See, I lay in Zion a 
stone that causes men 

disappointed.” 
My brothers, how I wish with all my heart 

Drav to God for them! 2I can be a witness for 
10 that my own people might be saved! How I 

to stumble 

them fall, 

to shame. 

and a rock that makes 

a n ~ ~ ~ f ~ ‘ ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~  

ihem that they are deeply devoted to God. But 
their devotion is not based on true knowledge. 

Brothers, my 10 desire and prayer to 
God for the Israelites is 
that they may be saved. For 2 
I can testify about them that 
they are zealous for God, 
but their zeal is not based on 
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3They have not known the way in which God puts 
men right with himself, and have tried to set up 
their own way; and so they did not submit them- 
selves to God’s way of putting men right, 4Fof 
Christ has brought the Law to an end, so that 
everyone who believes is put right with God. 

Salvation 1s for AU 
SThis is what Moses wrote about being put 

right with God by obeying the Law: “Whoever 
does, what the Law commands will live by it.” 
6But this is what is said about being put right 
with God through faith: “DO not say to your- 
self, Who will go up into heaven?” (that is, to 
bring Christ down). ‘“DO not say either, Who 
will go down into the world below?” (that is, to 
bring Christ up from the dead). 8What it says is 
this: “God’s message is near you, on your lips 
and in your heart”-that is, the message of faith 

45 

knowledge, Since they disre? 3 
garded the righteousness 
that comes from God and 
sought to establish their 
own, they did not submit to 
God’s righteousness. Christ 4 
is the end of the law so that 
there may be righteousness 
for everyone who believes. 

way the righteousness that is 
by the law: “The man who 
does these things will live by 
them.” But the righteous- 6 
ness that is by faith says: 
“DO not say in your heart, 
‘Who will ascend into hea- 
ven?’ ” (that is, to brin 
Christ down), or “ ‘Whowifi 7 
descend into the deep?’ ” 
(that is, to bring Christ up 
from the dead). But what 8 
does it say? 

“The word is near you; 
it is in your mouth and 
in your heart”; 

that is, the word of faith we 

Moses describes in this 5 

3. They have not known. Compare. note on Rom. 9:32. Because of their ignorance of Truth, their 
attitude and their motives were wrong. They tried to obligate God to save them. Their own way. They 
were actually guilty of substitution. See notes on Matt. 721-23; Mark 7:7-8. They set up the merit of 
tbpu own experience and actions, and said: “Now, God, you are obligated to save me. ” So they did not 
mbmit. This says that they could have done so, but did not. It is a paradox that only as we see we have 
no merit, can we submit to God and live our lives as a living sacrifice. 
4. For Clubt hM bmnght. God gave the Law; and it pointed forward to Christ. But Jesus “closed 

out”the Law, “gave it realmeaning, I’ ‘@@lied it, ’’ “satisjied its righteous demands, ” and “nailed it to 
- his cross. ” Yet the Jew chained himself to the Law and would not believe in Christ. So that everyone 
w l h  beher. The moment a man sees Christ and understands what He is and what He has done, he 
feels that legal religion is a thing of the past111 [But see notes on law at the end of chapter 3, and the 
nature offaith,James2:19.] 
5. “ h i m  b what MOM wrote. The Law is sevdefeating as a means of being put right with God, 

because it demands pe&ct obedience (compare note onJames2:lO). [The quotation islev. 18:S.l 
6, Bt thii b *at b snid. Paul paraphrases what Moses said in Deut. 3O:ll-14. Being “put right by 

faith” is God’s way. Human religion speaks in terms of what man must accomplish by his own efforts. 
Christianity is based upon God’s act in history through Christ - something that is already an ACCOM- 
PLISEED FACTI I1 Who willgo np? “AS is that were. necessary to one’s believing on him” MacKnight. 
7. Who will go down? “AS if the crucifixion of Christ had proved him an impostor” MacKnight. 
8. God’s meanage b near yon. “The righteousness appointed by God . . . is easily understood and 

attained” MacKnight. It is not to be achieved but seized! See verse 17. 
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that we preach. 91f you declare with your lips, 
“Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
l0For we believe in our hearts and are put right 
with God; we declare with our lips and are saved. 
“The scripture says, “Whoever believes in him 
will not be disappointed.” 12This included every- 
one, because there is no difference between Jews 
and Gentiles; God is the same Lord of all, and 
richly blesses all who call to him. 13As the scrip- 
ture says, “Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.” 

14But how can they call to him, if they have 
not believed? And how can they believe, if they 
have not heard the message? And how can they 
hear, if the message is not proclaimed? I5And 
how can the message be proclaimed, if the 
messengers are not sent out? As the scripture 
says, “How wonderful is the coming of those 

Ch. 1’0 

are roclaiming: That if you 9 
con!ess with your mouth, 
‘‘Jesus is Lord,” and believe 
in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will 
be saved. For it is with your 10 
heart that you believe and 
are justified, and it is with. 
your mouth that you confess 
and are saved. As the Scrip-‘ 11 
ture says, “He who believes 
in him will not be put to 
shame.” For there is no dif- 12 
ference between Jew and 
G e n t i l e  the same Lord is 
Lord of all and richly blesses 
all who call on him. for. 13 
“Everyone who calls on the 
name ,pf the Lord will be 
saved. 

How, then, can they call 
on the one they have not be- 
lieved in? And how can they 
believe in the one of whom 
they have not heard? And 
how can they hear without 
someone preaching to them? 
And how can they preach 
unless they are sent? As it 
is written, “How beautiful 
are the feet of those who 
bring good newsl” 

9. If yon declare. This shows the content of the message of faith that Paul preached. The duty of 
faith requires us to declare that Jesus is Lord (compare Acts 2:36-37). And belleve In your heart. Paul 
here emphasizes faith in the Resurrection1 The whole gospel stands or falls on this one fact (compare 
1 Cor. 25:27). See also 1 Pet. 3:22. 
10. For we belleve In our hearts. Believing and declaring are opposite sides of the same coin. It is true 
that such a declaration was made at baptism (compare Acts 8:37), but it should not be limited to that. 
See alsoMatt. 10:32. 
11. The aerlptum says. [Zsa. 28:26.1 This proves that God’s Plan had salvation for both Jew and Gentile. 
12-13. This hclndes everyone. [Greek = Gentile.] Paul has shown that no one can be saved by the 
Law, and that the prophets predicted God would put people right with himself through faith. But the 
Jew still believed the Good News was only for themselves, not for the Gentiles, and that Paul made 
himself a traitor by preaching to the Gentiles. God Is the same Lord of all. Christ is here identified as 
God, that is, has the same RELIGIOUS VALUE as God (see Acts 20:36; Phil. 2:ZO-11). Salvation depends 
upon the sinner invoking the name of Christ (Acts 4:22; 22:26). See also Matt. 7:22-22 and notes. As 
the scrlpture says. See note on Acts 2:22. 
14. But how can they call to him? Verses 24-22 form a continuous section. At least three ideas are in- 
volved here: (1) Paul is proving that he did the right thing by preaching the Good News to the Gentiles; 
(2) the Jews were given every chance to hear, know, and obey; (3) the chain of invoking, hearing, pro- 
claiming, sending - the channel through which man is brought to God. 
15. And how EM the mewage be pmclalmed? Compare Acts 23:2-3. As the Bcriptnre says. He quotes 
Zsa. 52:7 to show the joy in the spread of the gospel. The Jews expected this prophecy to be fulfilled 
when the Messiah came. 
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who bring good news!” 16But they have not ail 
accepted the Good News, Isaiah himself said, 
“Lcvd, who believed our message?” ”SO then, 
fpith comes from hearing the message, and the 
message comes through preaching Christ. 

18But I ask: Is it true that they did not hear 
the message? Of course they did-as the scrip- 
ture says: 

“The sound of their voices went out to 

their words reached the ends of the 
all the world; 

earth.” 
19Again I ask: Did the people of Israel not know? 
Moses himself is the first one to answer: 

“I will make you jealous of a people who 

I will make you angry with a nation of 
are not a real nation; 

foolish people.” 
2QAnd Isaiah is bolder when he says, 

“I was found by those who were not 

I appeared to those who were not 
looking €or me, 

asking for me.” 
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But not all the Israelites 16 
responded to the Food news, 
For Isaiah says, Lord, who 
has believed our message?” 
Consequently, faith comes 17 
from hearing the message, 
and the message is heard 
through the word of Christ. 
But I ask, did they not hear? 18 
Of course they did? 

“Their voice has gone 
out into all the earth, 

their words to,:he ends 
of the world. 

Again I ask, did Israel not 19 
understand? First, Moses 
says, 

“I will make you envious 
by means of those who 
are not 8 nation; 

I will make you angry 
by a nation that has no 
understanding.” 

Then Isaiah boldly says, 20 
“I was found by those 

who did not seek me; 
I revealed myself to 
those yly did not ask 
for me. 

- 

16. But they have not all accepted. There never has been a universal belief in the gospel. But notice that 
“not all” means some did Compare Acts 21:20. Josephus, the Jewish historian, says that by the end of 
the first century, more than one-third of the Jewish population did believe in Christlll 
17. Faith cornea h m  hearing the message. Preaching is the method of Jesus himself (see Matt. 9:35). 
As Paul has shown us, the chain of faith begins by someone being sent to preach the message, 
18, But I ask? “They must hear in order to believe; do you mean to say they did not hear?” Of c o r n  
they did. This is so clearly the case that there is a touch of irony in Paul’s voice. He quotes Psalm 19:4 
from the Septuagint as proof, and he himself knew just how wide-spread the proclaiming of the Good 
News had been (Col. 1:6,23). 
19. Again I ask? Yes, Israel did know what God wanted of her, but as a nation she did not put it into 
practice. Moses himself. He quotes Deut. 32:20-21. The point is that if people outside the covenant 
(who were therefore non-people, not a real nation) could understand the Good News, a gifted people 
like the Jews had no excuse if they failed to believe it. 
20. And Isaiah Is bolder. 1 Cor. 6:9-11 shows how far away from God the Gentiles were, when God 
appeared to them. He sent Paul to them with the Good News of Christ (Acts 9:15). God “beat us to 
the drawl” He acted in history through Jesus Christ before we knew anything about it. But to Peter 
and the other Jewish Christians, what happened at the house of Cornelius was almost unthinkabk 
(Acts 10:44-45). 
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21But concerning Israel he says, “I held out my 
hands the whole day long to a disobedient and 
rebellious people.” 

God’s Mercy on Israel 
I ask, then: Did God reject his own 11 people? Certainly not! I myself am an 

Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of 
the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his 
people, whom he chose from the beginning. 
You know what the scripture says in the passage 
where Elijah pleads with God against Israel: 
3“Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn 
down your altars; I am the only one left, and they 

But concerning Israel he 21 
says, “All day long I have 
held out my hands to a 
disobedient and obstinate 
people.” 

The Remnant of Israel 
I ask then, Did God 11 reject his peo le? By 

no means! I am an Laelite 
myself, a descendant of A- 
braham, from the tribe of 
Benjamin. God did not re- 
ject his people, whom he 
foreknew. Don’t you know 
what the Scripture says in 
the passage abwt Elijah- 
how he appealed to God 
against Israel: “Lord, they 3 
have killed your prophets, 
torn down your altars; I am 
the only one left, and they 

2 

21. But concerning Israel he says. The “hands held out” symbolize that love which pleads with Israel 
all through its history, and which they constantly despised and turned away from. Their problem was 
not lack of knowledge or intelligence, but of deliberate rebellion and disobedience. Compare verse 3. 
But the reason they did not know, was that they made themselves blind to God’s Truth. But has God 
been “caught with his back turned?” God’s p l a u  are never changed, since he knows the end from the 
beginning/ The questions which may have been in Paul’s mind are brought up and answered in chapter 
11. 

1. Did God reject his o m  people? Chapters 9, 10, 11 must be understood in view of the fact that God 
does call every man (John 6:44-45); every man responds to this call in some way Watt. 1318-23); It 
is God’s desire that everyone come to him and be saved@ Pet. 3:9). The questions which Paul deals 
with in these chapters was in the mind of every Jew: “If the birth of Christ’s CHURCH and the conversion 
of the Gentiles fulfilled God’s Plan to bless and save men, then did not God reverse himself, break hjs 
promise to Israel, and reject his own chosen people?” Certainly not! [God forbid is not in the Greek.] 
God does not reverse himself and change his mind and Plan1 In verses 1-10 Paul examines the questiop 
of whether Israel’s unbelief involves God‘s rejection of his chosen people. Verses 11-24 examines the 
result of some Jews being excluded from the Messianic Kmgdom/Church. Verses 25-36 praise God:s 
love, wisdom, and faithfulness, as it is revealed in the ONE PLAN OF s&vAmoNfor both Jew and Gen- 
tile. I myself am an IsrueUte. The Expositor’s Greek Testament says this should be taken as meaning: 
‘7, too, am an Israelite, to whom the very idea of Gods  rejection of His people is an impious and in- 
credible idea, to be repelled with horror. ” 

2. God bas not rejected his people. Paul formally states that God has not rejected his nation of Israel 
in the fact of chosing the Gentiles. Where ElUah pleads with God against Israel. “Whoever says God 
has rejected his people Israel, must be ignorant of what the scripture says.” Paul quotes 1 Kings 19:lO 
as proof of his claim. The quotation shows Elijah impeachingIsrae1 as a nation. 
3. I am the only one left. Paul, like Elijah, was lonely and persecuted, and Israel as a nation seemed 

to have abandoned God or been abandoned by Him. But Paul better understands God’s way (and His 
faithfulness). 
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are trying to kill me.” 4What answer did God 
give him? “I have kept for myself seven thousand 
men who have not worshiped the false god Baal.” 
51t is the same way now at this time: there is a 
small number of those whom God has chosen, 
because of his mercy. 6His choice is based on his 
mefcy, not on what they have done. For if God’s 
choice were based on what men do, then his 
mercy would not be true mercy. 

iWhat then? The people of Israel did not find 
what they were looking for. It was the small 
group that God chose who found it; the rest 
grew deaf to God’s call. 8As the scripture says, 
“God made them dull of heart and mind; to this 
very day they cannot see with their eyes or hear 

are trying to kill me”? And 
what was God’s answer to 
him? “I have reserved for 
myself seven thousand who 
have not bowed the knee to 
Baal.” So too, at the present 
time there is a remnant 
chosen by grace. And if by 
Face, then it is no longer by 
works; if it were, grace 
would no longer be grace. 

What then? What Israel 
sought so earnestly it did not 
obtain, but the elect did. 
The others became harden- 
ed, as it is written: 

“God gave them a spirit 

eyes so that they could 

and ears so that they 

of stupor, 

not see, 

could not hea5 
to this very day. 

4. What answer did God glve him? This quotes 1 Kings 19:18 as the answer. Seven tborurnd men. 
TheExpositor’s Greek Testament says: “God has reserved the seven thousand; He has reserved them 
forIfimse& it is on this the proof depends that He has not cast off His people. The seven thousand ate 
Israel to Him.” Women and children were not mentioned, only men, yet there were surely many ofthem 
as well who followed God. [Baal was the sun-god worshiped by the ancient people of Canaan. Compare 
1 K i n p  16:31-33; 18:28.] 
5. It is the same way now. God’s answer in verse 4. At thir time. In the Greek, this points to the 

present time (as Paul writes) as a CLIMAX. The idea is the same as Romans 9:6-13. Becaarc of hir mercy. 
The emphasis is on this fact. But note that God’s faithfulness in keeping his people is not based on an 
unconditional arbitrary decree. The “seven thousand” had not worshiped the false god Baal. The 
“small number” whom God has chosen have faith in Christ! These Jewish Christians form an integral 
p4tt of the church of Christ. We should also notice that the Devil is limited in what he can do. See Job 
1.9-12; Luke 10:18; 1 John 3:8: 1 Cor. 10:13. 
6. Hie choice is based on hls mercy. Paul again emphasizes that nothing a man can do will give him 

the right to place an obligation on God. God did not accept this “small number” because they obeyed 
the Law, but because they accepted his offer of mercy! Salvation is not achieved but seized! For #God’s 
choice. Mercy is undeserved! If God saved on the basis of law, it would be deserved, and could not be 
on the basis of mercy. 
7. What then? “How will we describe the present situation, if not in the painful language of verse I?” 

It was the small group. See verse 5. The reutgrew deaf to God’s call. [EPOROSETBANiS 3 pers. pl. aor. 1, 
ind. passive.] Compare 2 Cor. 3:14. Paul is purposely vague about how they grew deaf to God. 
8. As the scripture says. The quotation is a parkhrase of Deuf. 29.4; Zsa. 29:lO; 6:9-10. God made 

them dull. It is God who sends this spirit of dullness - not arbitrarily or at random, but as a JUDGMENT. 
When God cannot convince, he confuses! Compare Isa. 29:13; Psalm 95-7-8; 2 Thess. 2:ll-12. 
To tbk very day. 2 Cor. 3:14-15. 
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with their ears.” gAnd David says, 
“May they be caught and trapped at 

‘OMay their eyes be closed so that they 

their feasts; 
may they fall, may they be punished! 

cannot see; 

troubles at all times.” 
and make them bend under their 

“1 ask, then: When the Jews stumbled, did 
they fall to their ruin? By no means! Because 
they sinned, salvation has come to the Gentiles, 
to make the Jews jealous of them. 12The sin of 
the Jews brought rich blessings to the world, and 
their spiritual poverty brought rich blessings 
to the Gentiles. How much greater the blessings 
will be, then, when the complete number of Jews 
is included! 

Ch. 11 

And David says: 9 
“May their table become 

a snare and a trap, 
a stumbling block and a 
retribution for them. 

“May their eyes be dark- 10 
ened so that they can- 
not see, 

and their backs be bent! P. 
forever.” 

Ingrafted Branches 

stumble so as to fall beyond 
recovery? Not at all1 Rather, 
because of their transgres- 
sion, salvation has come to 
the Gentiles to make Israel 
envious. But if their trans- 12 
gression means riches for 
the world, and their loss 
means riches for the Gen- 
tiles, how much greater 
riches will their fullness 
bring! 

Again I ask, Did theySll 

9-10. And David says. The quotation is Psalm 69:22-23 in the Septuagint. This does not mean the 
Jews are more sinful than the Gentiles. The Jew loved the Law of God, but the Law misunderstood, 
destroyed him. See also what Peter said in Acts 15:lO. “This veil is removed only when a man is joined 
to Christ” (2 Cor. 3:15; compureMutt. 23:39). 
11. Did they fall to their ruin? “Have they been irrevocably doomed to hell, with no chance at all for 
salvation?” By no means! [Godfirbid is not in the Greek.] God has no desire to see anyone belost. 
eternally (Mutt. 18:14). Because they sinned. God did not decree that they should sin, but he used their 
sin to bless the Gentiles. Compare Acts 13:46-48; 18:6; 28:25-28. Lipscomb says: “Much of the dealing 
of God with the Jews and much of the teaching of the prophets was intended to affect the Gentilesfully 
as much as the Jews. Pharaoh was raised up that God might show to the Egyptians and other nations 
the power of God. David, the shepherd lad, slew Goliath, a skilled giant, “that all the earth may 
know that there is a God in Israel.” (1 Sum. lX46)” To make the Jew Jealous. As God used the s i p  
of the Jews to bless the Gentiles, he would use the faith of the Gentiles to bless the Jews. Compare Deut. 
32:21. 
12.Brought rich blessings. The Jews scattered throughout the world among the Gentiles we= a big help 
in spreading the Good News of Christ (compare Acts 2 : s .  But this scattering was the result of their 
own rebellion (compare 2 Macc. 1:27). God made use of the unbelief (and rejection) of the Jewish 
Nation to complete his Plan for blessing the Gentiles and theJews. When the complete number of Jew 
is included! [PLEROMA = completeness.] The blessing for both Jew and Gentile comes through par- 
ticipating in the Good News of Christ (the gospel). The small number (verse 5)  were a priceless blessing 
to the spread of Christianity. MacKnight ; “How much more will their fdling the church be followed 
with great advantages to the Gentiles?” 
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The Salvation of the Gentiles 
1 3 1  am speaking now to you Gentiles: as long 

as I am an apostle to the Gentiles I will take 
pride in my work. 14Perhaps I can make the 
people of my own race jealous, and so be able to 
save some o€ them, l5For when they were re- 
jected, the world was made friends with God. 
What will it be, then, when they are accepted? 
It will be life for the dead! 

161f the first piece of bread is given to God, 
then the whole loaf is his also; and if the roots 
of a tree are offered to God, the branches are his 
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I am talkin to you Gen- 13 
tiles. Inasmuct as I am the 
apostle to the Gentiles, I 
make much of my ministry 
in the hope that I may some- 14 
how arouse my own people 
to envy and save some of 
them. For if their rejection is 15 
the reconciliation of the 
world, what will their acce - 
tance be, but life from t i e  
dead? If the part of the 16 
dough offered as firstfruits 
is holy, then the whole batch 
is holy; if the root is holy, so 
are the branches. 

13. I am speaklng now. The church at Rome was made up of both Jewish and Gentile Christians. It 
is important for Gentile Christians to have the right attitude toward Jewish Christians, since they are 
ONE in Christ (Gal. 3:28)1 An apostle to the Gentllea. “As apostleship to the Gentiles is represented 
by me, I take pride in my work (by working hard at it), hoping to save some of my own people by 
making them jealous.” 
14. And 80 be able to save some of them. Paul was willing to use every resource and even be sacrificed 
awmartyr, to turn his people to Christ1 Each Jew who is saved, goes to make up the complete number 
of verse 12. 
15. For when they were rejected. This returns to the reasoning of verse 12. See notes on verse 11. The 
dnbklieving Jews have become “undigested Jonahs,” runnhg from God. It wlll be life for the dead! 
Jowett says: “Words fail him and he employs the strongest he can find, thinking rather of their general 
Qrce than of their precise signification.” The meaning is: a blessing beyond human imagination. 
Compare 1 Cor. 2:9: I Pet. 4.6. 
161 If the Brst piece of bread. The symbolism is taken from Num. 15:17-21. A portion of the grain- 
harvest was baked into two loaves (Lev. 23:17) which were presented to God as a sacrifice. This “first- 
portion” orfirstpiece made the whole loaf holy, including the produce of the entire land. Two thoughts 
are presented by this symbolism. (1) MacKnight says: “By this similitude [symbolism] the apostle 
teaches, that as the first converts from among the Jews were most acceptable to God, and became 
members of his newly-erected visible church, so, when the whole mass or body of the nation is con- 
verted, they, in like manner, will be most acceptable to God, and will become members of his visible 
church. Other holiness is not competent to a whole nation.” (2) The “first piece of bread” is Abraham 
himself, and the whole loaf is “God’s Chosen People,” This seems to best fit in with Paul’s line of 
reasoning here. See also Gal. 3:17-18, 29. Verse 16 is also further proof of Paul’s claim in verses 1-2. 
NatiortalZsrael and God’s Chosen People are not identically the same; and in rejecting most of National 
Israel, God has not rejected his Chosen People. If the mob. The root is Abraham, and the branches are 
God’s Chosen People. The symbolism is taken fromJer. I1:16-17. 
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alsq. ”Some of. the brariches of the cultivated 
olive tree have been broken off, and the branch 
of a wild olive tree has been joined to it. You 
Gentiles are like that wild olive tree, and now 
you share the strength and rich life of the Jews. 
90 then, you must not despise those who were 
broken off like branches, How can you be proud? 
You are just a branch; you don’t support the 
root-the root supports you. 

l9But you will say, “Yes, but the branches 
were broken off to make room for me.” 2oThis is 
true. They were broken off because they did not 
believe, while you remain in place because you 
believe. But do not have proud thoughts about it; 
instead, be afraid. 21God did not spare the Jews, 
who are like natural branches; do you think he 

Ch. 11 

If some of the branches 17 
have been broken off, and 
you, though a wild olive 
shoot, have been grafted in 
among the others and now 
share in the nourishing sap 
from the olive root, do not 18 
boast over those brancheq. I 
If you do, consider this: YOU‘ 
do not support the root, but , 
the root supports you. You 19 
will say then, “Branches 
were broken off so that I 
could be grafted in.” Grant- 20 
ed. But they wefe broken off 
because of unbelief, and you 
stand by faith. Do not be 
arrogant, but be afraid. For 21 
if God did not spare the 
natural branches, he willnot 
spare you either. 

17. Some of the branches. In the next seven verses, Paul answers an objection which a Gentile 
Christian might have to his use of the “root and branches” symbolism. The olive tree, of which Abra- 
ham is the root, is the chosenfamily ofAbraham - not his descendants in a natural way (of the flesh), 
but his descendants in a spiritual way (through faith) who are “children of the promise.” Paul draws 
two special lessons from this: (1) humility, for the Gentiles; (2) hope, for Israel. Have been broken,off. 
Note: not all, but some. And the branch of a wild olive tree. It is very important to notice that the wh& 
cultivated olive tree is not cut downf Only some branches were broken off because of unbelief (verse 20). 
The wild olive has been joined to the tree among, not instead oJT the natural branches which remain. 
It was the smallgroup of Jewish Christians (verses 5 & 7) who took the Good News of Christ to the Ged- 
tiles! ! ! 
18. Yon must not deaplse. Paul tells the Gentile Christians that they must not despise those Jews who 
do not believe in Christ (those who were broken om. A farmer grafts cultivated branches on wild 
stock; the grafting in of the Gentiles is contrary to nature (but no less real). But it is the Gentile whd 
shares the strength and rich life of the Jews, not the other way around. 
19. Yes, but. “I know I am not the root, but the branches were broken off to make room for me. 
Doesn’t this make me superior to them?” 
20. This is true. This means: “There is some truth in this line of reasoning.” But these branches were 
not just broken off to make room for the Gentiles. Because they did not belleve. What Paul is saying 
here, helps to explain what he said in Rom. 9:14-18. It  was their own unbelief which caused them to 
be broken off. Because you believe. It is faith which joins the Gentile to the tree. Instead, be &aid. 
This is contrasted with “being proud of yourself.” A religion based on faith (Rom. 327) does not 
permit boasting and being proud. See alsoEph. 28-10. Unbelief would also break them offl 
21. God did not spare the Jews. If God broke off the natural branches because of their disbelief, he will 
break off the Gentile branches who cease to believe. 
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will spare you? 22Here we see how kind and how 
severe God is. He is severe toward those who 
have fallen, but kind to you-if you continue in 
his kindness; but if you do not, you too will be 
broken off. z3And the Jews, if they abandon their 
unbelief, will be put back in the place where they 
were, because God is able to put them back 
again. 24You Gentiles are like the branch of a 
wild olive tree that is broken off, and then, con- 
t‘rary to nature, is joined to the cultivated olive 
tree. The Jews are like this cultivated tree; and 
it will be much easier, then, for God to join 
these broken-off branches back to their own tree. 

God’s Mercy on All 
25There is a secret truth, my brothers, which 

I want you to know. It will keep you from think- 
ing how wise you are. It is this: the stubbornness 
of the people of Israel is not permanent, but will 
last only until the complete number of Gentiles 
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Consider therefore the 22 

kindness and sternness of 
God: sternness to those who 
fell, but kindness to you, 
provided that you continue 
in his kindness. Otherwise, 
you also will be cut off. And 23 
if they do not persist in un- 
belief, they will be grafted 
in, for God is able to graft 
them in again. After all, if 24 
you were cut out of an olive 
tree that is wild by nature, 
and contrary to nature were 
grafted into a cultivated 
olive tree, how much more 
readily will these, the natur- 
al branches, be grafted into 
their own olive tree? 

AU Israel WW Be Saved 

ignorant of this mystery, 
brothers, so that you may 
not be conceited: Israel has 
experienced a hardening in 
part until the full number of 
the Gentiles has come in. 

I do not want you to be 25 

22. How klnd md how mere God is. To those Jews who have fallen, Christ said: “the Kingdom of God 
will be taken away from you” (Matt. 21:43). Some twelve years after Paul wrote these words, the Roman 
army surrounded Jerusalem and 1,100,ooO Jews (who had fallen) DESTROYED THEMSELVES (see note 
op Matt. 24:21). But Jdnd toyon. God offered the Gentiles a chance to be part of the free. 
23. And the Jew. They can be part of the tree also. See note on vkrse 11. The curse of dullness in 
verses 7-10 is not absolute, then, but vanishes when the Jew believes in Christ (2 Cor. 314). This proves 
the Jewhasfree will in this matter. (As this is being written, many Jewish young people are converting 
to Christ.) [Some see. in this a promise that Israel as a nation will declare their faith in Christ, at some 
ature  time.] 
24. Yon Gentiles. If God saves the Gentile, this is proof he will also save the Jew1 If the Gentile can be 
joined to the free of Abraham by faith, how much easier will it be to re-join the Jew who believes in 
Christ. 
25. There is a wmet truth. [MUSTERION = something hidden, which has now been revealed. Compare 
1 Cor. 2:7-101 Otis Gatewood writes: “Romans 11:25 does not say that by a special act of God the Jews 
am blinded until the end of time and the Gentiles come to fully control the political kingdoms of the 
world. This is exactly what a large host of Gentile preachers teach. They are the ones who are blinded 
-no t  the Jews.” Gatewood also says: “Faith comes by hearing the Word of the Lord mom. 10:17), so 
when the Word of the Lord was preached, the Jew’s partlalablindness was removed and the “fullness 
of the Gentiles” came in and they were accepted by the Jews on an equal footing with theh. This is 
explained by the Apostle Paul when he said: ‘As a result, there are no Gentiles and Jews, circumcised 
and uncircumcised, barbarians, savages, slaves, or free men, but Christ is all, Christ is in all’ (Col. 
3:11).” Compare Eph. 2:14-18: 34-6; Luke 21:24: Matt. 24:14 and notes on each verse. The unbe- 
lieving Jews, as a source of persecution, ceased to be a factor after Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A.D. 
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comes to God. 16And this is how all Israel will be I And SO at1 Israel will be 26 
saved. As the scripture says, 

scendants of Jacob. 

“The Savior will come from Zion, 
and remove all wickedness from the de- 

271 will make this covenant with them, 
when I take away their sins.” 

28Because they reject the Good News, the Jews 
are God’s enemies for the sake of you, the 
Gentiles. But because of God’s choice, they are 
his friends for the sake of the patriarchs. l9For 
God does not change his mind about whom he 
chooses and blesses. 3 0 A ~  for you Gentiles, you 
disobeyed God in the past; but now you have 
received ’God’s mercy because the Jews dis- 
obeyed. T n  the same way, because of the mercy 
that you have received, the Jews now disobey 
God, in order that they also may now receive 
God’s mercy. 3 2 F ~ r  God has made all men pris- 
oners of disobedience, that he might show mercy 
to them all. 

saved, as it is written: 

from Zion; 

away from Jacob. 
And this is my covenant 27 

with them 
when I take away their 
sins.” 

As far as the gospel is con- 28 
cerned, they are enemies on 
your account; but as far as 
election is concerned, they 
are loved on account of the 
patriarchs, for God’s gifts 29 
and his call are irrevocable. 
Just as you who were at one 30 
time disobedient to  God 
have not received mercy as a 
result of their disobedience, 
so they too, as a result of 31 
God’s mercy to you, have 
now become disobedient in 
order that they too pay now 
receive mercy. For God has 32 
bound all men over to diso- 
bedience so that he may 
have mercy on them all. 

“The deliverer will come 

he will turn godlessness 

~~ ~ _ _ _  ~~ 

26. Andthts Is how. [EOUTOS = in this way, like this, this is how.] Paul paraphraseszsa. 59:20 which is 
a prophecy fulfilled by thefirst coming of Christ1 It is not the “end time” which Paul looks at, but the 
events before the Days of Punishment (Luke 21:20). The gospel was preached to all the world (Col. 
1:23), and percentage-wise, the complete number of Gentiles did come to God. Josephus, the Jewish 
historian, says that by the end of the f is t  century, more than one-third of the Jews had become 
Christians! Christ did come fromZion, he did remove all wickedness (by his imputed righteousness), he 
did make a new covenant web. 8: 7-13), and every Jew can share in it (verse 23). 
27. When I take away thek sh. The central truth here is that the sins ofJacob will be forgiven 
according to Jehovah’s COVENANT - not the one at Sinai, but the promise to Abraham (Gal. 3:17-18). 
28. The Jew ace God’s enemlea. Compare verse 11. But because of God’s choice. MacKnight says: 
“The very persons here said to be beloved [friends] in respect of the election [God’s choice], are in the 
preceding clause said to be enemies in respect of the gospel. Wherefore, this election cannot be of in- 
dividuals to eternal life: but it is that national election, whereby the Jews were made the church and 
people of God. See Rom. 9:ll note.” 
29. For God does not change Mu dud. See Gal. 3:14-18. 
30. As for yon GenHlea. The church at Rome was mostly made up of Gentiles. Yon disobeyed God in 
the past. See 1 Cor. 6:9-11. ]Beeawe the Jew &obeyed. It is an important fact of Paul’s theology that 
God’s chosing of the Jews will never be revoked - that is, that the “door of mercy” will always be open 
for them (verse 23). The Gentiles must not think the Jews are under God’s special curse, and to prevent 
this, Paul shows that the disobedience ofthe Jews brought the chance to be saved to the Gentiles. 
31. In order that they &o. Some Jews disobeyed God because they saw the Gentiles corning to Christ. 
Paul’s point is that both Gentile and Jew will receive God’s mercy in Christ. Compare Rom. 321-24. 
32. For God. “&od has placed all men under the sentence of death for their disobedience, in order, 
that by admitting them into his covenant and church, he might make them aware that he gives a free 
gift to all.” 
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Praise to God 
3 3 H ~ ~  great are God’s riches! How deep are his 

wisdom and knowledge! Who can explain his 
decisions? Who can understand his ways? 34As 
the scripture says, 

“Who knows the mind of the Lord? 
Who is able to give him advice? 

3sWho has ever given him anything, 
so that he had to pay it back?” 

3 6 F ~ r  all things were created by him, and all 
things exist through him and for him. To God 
be the glory forever! Amen. 

Life in God’s Service 
So then, my brothers, because of God’s 12 great mercy to us, I make this appeal to 

you: Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, 
dedicated to his service and pleasing to him. This 
is the true worship that you should offer. 2Do not 
conform outwardly to the standards of this 
world, but let God transform you inwardly by a 

Doxology 
0 the depth oftheriches, 33 

the wisdom and the 
knowledge of Godl 

How unsearchable his 
jud ments, and his 
patas beyond tracing 
out1 

“Who has known the 34 
mind of the Lord? Or 
who has been his 
adviser?” 

re ayhim?” 

“Who has ever given to 35 

For 8om him and through 36 

God, that God should 

him and to him are all 
things. 

To him be the glory for- 
ever! Amen. 

Llvhg Sacrifices 
Therefore, I urge you, 12 brothers, in view of 

God’s mercy, to offer your 
selves as living sacrifices, 
holy and pleasing to God- 
which is your spiritual wor- 
ship. Do not conform any 2 
longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed 

33-36. How great are God’s r i c h 4  In response to verse 32, Paul gives a doxology of praise to Godl 
The whole world, with its racism, violence, lust, and unbelief, may seem to be “disorganized con- 
fusionl” But when we see it as Paul sees it, God’s Purpose is over all and through all! No one can obli- 
gate God by giving anything to him! Man coinpletely depends upon God’s mercy! God has acted in 
Christ to set men free, and salvation is a free gift to be SEIZED! [Verse 34 quotes Isa. 40:13 Septuagint: 
verse 35 paraphrases Job 41:ll Septuagint.] 
1. So then, my brothers. In the first eleven chapters, Paul showed us man’s guilt and God’s offer of 

salvation, Now he shows us the obligation which God places on those who reach out through faith to 
seize the sacrifice of Christ and make themselves pact of it. See notes on law at the end of chapter 3. 
Offer yomelvw. You offer yourselfl This is your choice of free will. Every Christian is a priest to God 
(Rev. l :@, A Uvhg sacrifice. This directly contrasts with the sacrifices of the Law (Heb. 9:11-14). We 
offer no dead animals on Jewish altars. After we have been made clean by the bloody-death of Christ, 
we give ourselves as a living sacrifice to God. This IS the true worshlp. The living sacrifice is not a sin- 
offeering to put us right with God. Rather, it is a praise-offering, and our good works are true worship 
to God. We do not mistreat and mutilate our bodies as some Gentiles do in honor to their “god,” but 
we use our total being to live Christ’s life! CompareMatt. 25-31-40. 
2. Do not conform outwardly. This is an evil age/world (Gal 1/41 and Satan is the evil god of this 

world (2 Cor, 4.4). The exact opposite of “offering yourselves as a living sacrifice,” is to let the world 
squeeze you into its mold. But let God transform you. This is written to Christians who are already new 
in Christ (2 Cor. 517;  Titus 3:5). After being put right with God, the new Christian is still by nature 
a part of this world (Eph. 21-10).  The Christian is continually faced with the CHOICE of living Christ’s 
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complete change of your mind. Then you will be 
able to know the will of God-what is good, 
and is pleasing to him, and is perfect. 

3And because of God’s gracious gift to me, 
I say to all of you: Do not think of yourselves 
more highly than you should. Instead, be modest 
in your thinking, and each one of you judge him- 
self according to the amount of faith that God 
has given him. 4We have many parts in the one 
body, and all these parts have different func- 
tions. the same way, though we are many, we 
are one body in union with Christ and we are all 
joined to each other as different parts of one 
body. we are to use our different gifts in 
accordance with the grace that God has given us. 
If our gift is to speak God‘s message, we must 
do it according to the faith that we have. ‘If it is 
to serve, we must serve. If it is to teach, we 
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by the renewing of your 
mind. Then you will be able 
to test and approve what 
God’s will is-his good, 
pleasing and perfect will. 
For by the grace given to 3 

me I say to every one of you: 
Do not think of yourself 
more highly than you ought, 
but rather think of yourself 
with sober judgment, in ac- 
cordance with the measure 
of faith God has given you. 
Just as each of us has one 4 
body with many members, 
and these members do not 
all have the same function, 
so in Christ we who are 5 
many form one body, and 
each member belongs to all 
the others. We have differ- 6 
ent gifts, according to the 
grace given us. If a man’s 
gift is prophesying, let him 
use it in proportion to his 
faith. If it is serving, let him 7 
serve; if it is teaching, let 

life in this world (Rom. 5:3-4). By a complete change of your mind. See Phil. 2.5; 1 Pet. 1:16. “Do not 
restrain the Holy Spirit” (1 Them 5:19) implies that it is possible to do so. Then you wi l l  be able to 
know. Only one who has been united to Christ can know this (1 Cor 214, but it is a learning process 
as well (Rom. 218). 
3. And heeause of God’s gracious gift to me. His authority as an apostle. Do not think of yomelvea 

mom highly. Spiritual gifts were likely as much of a problem (or would be a problem) as at Corinth. 
Rank has no place in the messianic community (compareJohn 13:1-17). Everything you have has been 
given to you ( I  Cor. 47). Each of us is only doing our job, nothing more (1 Cor. 3:5). To the amount 
of faith. In one sense, faith is a gift from God Vames 219: Acts 11:18), but here it means supernormal 
faith (gifts) from the Spirit. We are to think of our talents as gifts from God as well. 
4. We have many parts. Our human bodies are made up of many different parts, each fulfilling its 

separate function for the good ofthe whole. 
5. In the same way. Christians form one body or messianic community under the rule of Christ who 

is the head. We are alljoined to each other. Just as the parts of our natural body are joined together. 
Each Christian is “Spirit-filled” (Acts 5:32), and the Spirit welds us together into one body (I Cor. 
1212-13), but individual Christians are not the whole body by themselves (I Cor. 1217). 
6. So we are to w e  our different gifts. Each one in the messianic community has his duties, just as 

the hand or foot or eye of the body. Compare 1 Cor. 124-7. In accordance with the grace. Compare 
verse 3. Seven gifts are now mentioned. The first four are “official,” and some are supernormal. To 
speak God’s message. Since the New Testament was not yet written down, some were given the super- 
normal ability to speak God’s message by inspiration. phese were called prophets. They were some- 
times, but not always, comparable to preachers.] 
7. Or if it is to serve.Acts 6:Z-3. If it is to teach. A church leaderlelder was supposed to be a teacher. 
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must teach. 81f it is to encourage others, we must 
do so, Whoever shares with others what he has, 
must do it generously; whoever has authority, 
must work hard; whoever shows kindness to 
others, must do it cheerfully, 

9Love must be completely sincere. Hate what 
is evil, hold on to what is good. 1°Love one 
another warmly as brothers in Christ, and be 
eager to show respect for one another. ”Work 
hard, and do not be lazy. Serve the Lord with a 
heart full of devotion. 12Let your hope keep you 
joyful, be patient in your troubles, and pray 
at all times. ‘3Share your belongings with your 
needy brothers, and open your homes to 
strangers. 

14Ask GoQ to bless those who persecute you; 
yes, ask him to bless, not to curse. lSBe happy 
with those who are happy, weep with those who 
weep. 16Have the same concern for all alike. Do 
not be proud, but accept humble duties. Do 
not think of yourselves as wise. 

him teach; if it is encourag. 8 
ing, let him encourage; if it 
is contributing to the needs 
of others, let him give en- 
erously; if it is leadersbp, 
let him govern diligently, if 
it is showing mercy, let him 
do it cheerfully. 

Love 
Love must be sincere. 9 

Hate what is evil; cling to 
what is good. Be devoted to 10 
one another in brotherly 
love. Honor one another a- 
bove yourselves. Never be ll 
lacking in zeal, but keep 
your spiritual fervor, serving 
the Lord. Be joyful in hope, 12 
patient in affliction, faithful 
in prayer. Share with God’s 13 
people who are in need. 
Practice hospitality. 

Bless those who persecute 14 
you; bless and do not curse. 
Rejoice with those who re- 15 
joice, mourn with those who 
mourn. Live in harmony 16 
with one another. Don’t be 
proud, but be willing to as- 
sociate with People of low 
position. Don tbeconceited. 

8. Ifit is to encourage others.Acts 4:36; 9:26-27. Whoever u k .  2 Cor. 9:ll-13. Authority. 1 Pet. 
5:1-4, I(Lndneas.2 Cor. 9 : 2  Gal. 6:l.Z. 
9. Love mast be completely sincere. Compare 1 Cor. 13. Hete what & evil. A Christian cannot love 

evil and love God at the same time. Hold on to what & good. We are to seize good and make ourselves 
part of it. 
10. Love one another. Being “one in Christ” is not make-believe! A real love and kindness welds us 
together and makes us honor each other. John 13:35. 
11. Work hard. A Christian may “burn out,” but never “rust out!” Serve the Lord. The “spiritual 
temperature” is to be high in the messianic community111 
12. Let your hope keep youjoybl. The evidence of the Holy Spirit living in the Christian is: faith, hope, 
and love. From heaven’s view, they are the supreme miracles of divine grace. Be patient in your 
troubles. Rom. 5:3-5. Pray at all Hmea.Luke 18:l. We see this in the life of Jesus. 
13. Share your belongings. Gal. 6:lO; Acts 2:44-45; 6:l-7, Open your homes to strangers. The things 
in this verse were especially important in the first century, when persecution often forced Christians 
to “run for their lives.” Christianity is a faith with an open hand, an open heart, and an open door1 
See 1 Johri 3:17. 
14. Ask God to bless. If you can do this, you are a transformed person1 See note on Ma#. 544. Christ 
did this as he hung on the cross1 I I 
15. Be happy. A Christian will share the joys and forrows ofothers, especially other Christians. 
16. Have the same wncern for all dike. Treat your fellow Christian as you would want him to treat 
you. Compare James 2:l-4. Do not be prond. “Don’t be afraid to get your hands dirty.” Jesus made 
himself the servant of others. Do not think of yoarselvea 81 Wise. CompareLuke 18:9-14. 
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”If someone does evil to you, do not pay him 
back with evil. Try to do what all men consider to 
be good. 18Do everything possible, on your part, 
to live at peace with all men. 19Never take re- 
venge, my friends, but instead let God’s wrath do 
it. For the scripture says, “I will take revenge, I 
will pay back, says the Lord.” ZoInstead, as the 
scripture says: “If your enemy is hungry, feed 
him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for by 
doing this you will heap burning coals on his 
head.” 2 1 D ~  not let evil defeat you; instead, 
conquer evil with good. 

Duties toward the State Authorities 
Everyone must obey the state authorities, 13 because no authority exists without God’s 

permission, and the existing authorities have 

DO not repay anyone evil 17 ::az:;i$t ifiazF:i$tdoOf 
everybody. If it is possible, 18 

~ “ , t ~ ~ c ~ ~ ~ d ~ $ r y ~ ;  
DO not take revenge, my 19 

~ ~ $ $ $ e ~ ~ i ; ~ m $ ~  
ten: “It is mine to avenge, 

~ d $ ’ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ $  ‘tfY::; 2o 
enemy is hungry, feed him; 

$k;th&t:;kkq;df; 
this, YOU will heap burning 
coals on his head.” Do not 21 
be overcome by e a ,  but 
overcome evil with good. 

Submission to the 
AuthodHea 

Everyone mustsubmit 
himself to th,e overn- 13 

ing authorities, for $ere is 
no authority exce t that 
which God has estatlished. 
The authorities that exist 
have been established by 
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been put there by God. 2Whoever opposes the 
existing authority opposes what God has ordered; 
and anyone who does so will bring judgment on 
himself. 3 F ~ r  rulers are not to be feared by those 
who do good but by those who do evil, Would you 
like to be unafraid of the man in authority? 
Then do what is good, and he will praise you. 
4 F ~ r  he is God’s servant working for your own 
good. But if you do evil, be afraid of him, be- 
cause his power to punish is real. He is God’s 
servant and carries out God’s wrath on those who 
do evil. 5 F ~ r  this reason you must obey the 
authorities-not just because of God‘s wrath, 
but also as a matter of conscience. 

6This is also the reason that you pay taxes, 
because the authorities are working for God 
when they fulfill their duties. ‘Pay, then, what 
you owe them; pay them your personal and 
property taxes, and show respect and honor for 
them all. 

God, Consequently, he who 
rebels against the authority 
is rebelling against what 
God bas instituted, and 
those who do so will bring 
judgment on themselves, 
For rulers hold no terror for 
those who do right, but for 
those who do wrong. Do you 
want to be free from fear of 
the one in authority? Then 
do what is right and he will 
commend you. For he is 
God’s servant to do you 
good, But if you do wrong, 
be afraid, for he does not 
bear the sword for nothing. 
He is  God’s servant, an 
agent of justice to bring 
punishment on the wrong- 
doer. Therefore, it is neces- 
sary to submit to the author- 
ities, not only because of 
possible punishment but 
also because of conscience. 

This is also why you pay 
taxes, for the authorities are 
God’s servants, who give 
their full time to governing. 
Give everyone what you owe 
him: If you owe taxes, pay 
taxes; if revenue, then reve- 
nue; if respect, then respect; 
ifhonor, then honor. 

2 

3 

4 

5 .  ‘ 

6 

7 

2, Whoever opposes. This is a strong statement1 We must obey the civil laws just as we must obey 
God’s laws. Of course, this does not mean we are to obey wicked rulers when they order us to disobey 
God (compareActs 4:19).. 

3. By those who do good. In general, rulers work for the good of their people [to stay in power], which 
includes punishing those who do evil. Some rulers are an exception to this, and probably all rulers are 
at sometime an exception. 
4. For he is God’s servant. The ruler is to guard order and preserve peace. In this he is God’s servant. 

But if you do evil. In just a few years, Jewish armed terrorists rebelled against the Roman government, 
and it all ended in the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 
5. But also tu a matter of conscience. There are two reasons we should obey civil government: (1) to 

avoid God’s wrath (verse 4);  (2) because of conscience (it is God’s will that we obey). 
6 ,  That you pay taxes. Since the civil ruler is God’s servant, Christians are obligated to pay taxes to 

him. See Matt. 22:21. 
7. Pay, then, what you owe them. Pay to them whatever they have a right to claim from you. And show 

respect nnd honor. [Fear = respect, reverence.] The Christian respects and honors those whose right 
it is to be respected and honored, and pays his just taxes. IIe cannot do less, and be true to God. 
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Duties toward One Another 
8Be in debt to no one-the only debt you 

should have is to love one another. Whoever 
loves his fellow-man has obeyed the Law. gThe 
commandments, “DO not commit adultery; 
do not murder; do not steal; do not covet”-all 
these, and any others besides, are summed up in 
the one command, “Love your fellow-man as 
yourself.” ‘OWhoever loves his fellow-man will 
never do him wrong. To love, then, is to obey 
the whole Law. 

“You must do this, because you know what 
hour it is: the time has come fop you to wake up 
from your sleep. For the moment when we will be 
saved is closer now than it was when we first 
believed. I2The night is nearly over, day is almost 
here. Let us stop doing the things that belong to 
the dark, and take up the weapons for fighting in 

Ch. 1 3  

Lave, for the Day Ia Near 
Let no debt remain out- 8 

standing, except the contin- 
uning debt to love one a- 
nother, for he who loves his 
fellow man has fulfdled the 
law. The commandments, 9 
“Do not commit adultery,” 
“Do not murder,” “Do not 
steal,” “Do not covet,” and 
whatever other command- 
ment there may be, are 
summed up in this one rule? 
“Love your neighbor as your- 
self.” Love does no harm to  10 
its neighbor. Therefore love 
is the fulfillment of the law. 

And do this, understand- 11 
ing the present time. The 
hour has come for you to 
wake up from your slumber, 
because our salvation is 
nearer now than when we 
first believed. The night is 12 
nearly over; the day is al- 
most here. So let us put a- 
side the deeds of darkness 
and put on the armor of 

8. Be in debt to no one. Some think this means a Christian should not use credit or borrow money. 
But most see it continuing the thought of verse 7, and understand it to mean: “Pay every just claim, 
not only to government, but to everyone. The debt of love, though fully paid, is still always owed!” 
Has oheyed the Law. “Has obeyed” implies that obedience is already completed in the simple act of 
love. 
9. Are summed up in the one wmmand. Law describes moral standards. The law of Christ is a rule of 

life for believers. Paul names four commandments which have to do with human relationships. These 
and any others are summed up in LOVE. [“DO not give false testimony” is omitted in most of the manu- 

10. To love, then, Is to obey the whole Law. Compare Gal. 5:13-15. The Expositor’s Greek Testament 
says: “It is apparent once more that NOMOS is the Mosaic Law, and not law in general . . .” 
11. You must do this. “Love your fellow-man as yourself.” You know what hour it is. They lived at 
a crucial point in history! See notes on Matt. 24:29-31: Rom. 11:25-26. For you to wake up. Christians 
must have a sense of urgency. lie the farmer who races to Wish his work before sundown!!! When we 
wlll he saved. Even though Paul knew (by inspiration) that the Lord would not come in his lifetime 
(2 Thess. 2:3), yet he always had a strong sense of the nearness of that Day when Christ would Come1 
Saved here is used in the sense of our being set completelyfree - body, soul, spirit - in Eternity. Com- 
pare 1 John 3:l-3: 1 Cor. 1551-52: 1 Thess. 4:15-18: Rom. 823. 
12. The night is nearly over. The “night” of spiritual darkness [ignorance and evil]. Day is almost 
hem. When the Truth of Christ sets people free from sin and death. [Johnson sees this night as the 
period leading up to the “will be saved” of verse 11. But verse 13 points this symbolism to the present 
time.] Things that belong to the dark. Sin, evil, and everything that cannot survive the light of Truth. 
Take up the weapons. These weapons of light are the exact opposite of the “things that belong to the 
dark.” See Rom. 6:13: Eph. 6:lO-18: 1 Thess. 5:8. 

scripts.] 
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the light, l3Let us conduct ourselves properly, 
as people who live in the light of day; no orgies 
or drunkenness, no immorality or indecency, 
no fighting or jealousy. “But take up the 
weapons of the Lord Jesus Christ, and stop giving 
attention to your sinful nature, to satisfy its 
desires. 

Do Not Judge Your Brother 
Accept among you the man who is weak in 14 the faith, but do not argue with him about 

his personal opinions. man’s faith allows 
him to eat anything, but the man who is weak 
in the faith eats only vegetables. 3The man who 
will eat anything is not to despise the man who 
doesn’t; while the one who eats only vegetables 
is not to pass judgment on the one who eats 

light, Let us behave decent- 13 
ly, as in the daytime, not in 
orgies and drunkenness, not 
in sexual immorality and de- 
bauchery, not in dissension 
and jealousy, Rather, clothe 14 
ourselves with the h r d  f esus Christ, and do not 

think about how to gratify 
the desires of your sinful 
nature. 

The Weak and The Strong 
Accept him whose 14 faith is weak, without 

passing judgment on disput- 
able matters. One man‘s 2 
faith allows him to eat every. 
thing, but another man, 
whose faith is weak, eats 
only vegetables. The man 3 
who eats everything must 
not look down on him who 
does not, and the man who 
does not eat everything must 
not condemn the man who 
does, for God has accepted 

13. Let M conduct ourselves properly. Christians are “walking advertisements” for the Faith. Orgies. 
See note on Rev. 290. Immorality. The technical word is fornication. See notes on Matt. 19:9; Heb. 
13.4. Indeoency. Sensuality, things that degrade human character. Fightlug. SeeJames 4:l-5. Jealousy. 
See Gal. 5-19-21; 1 Cor. 3:3. 
14, Bat take up the WCS~OIM. Compare note on veme 12. We make ourselves part of Christ in baptism 
(Gal. 3:27j. Here the thought is that we ourselves are to take the weapons (principles?) of Christ and 
make them part of our fighting-gear. The new birth yohn 3:s is only the beginning of our new life in 
Christ, and we learn and apply the teaching of Christ to the totality of all we do. This means we can 
no longer be a slave to our sinful nature. 

1. Accept among you. Take into your circle of fellowship. W h o  II weak In the faith. The messianic 
community contains those who are “spiritual babies” as well as “spiritual adults.” It takes time to get 
over the doubts and scruples of the past. Compare notes on Cor. 2:20-23; 1 Cor. 8:7-12. But do not 
argue with htm. “Accept the spiritual ba&y in kindness and hospitality and let him share in the life of 
the church. But don’t argue about his personal opinions and don’t give him a place of authority until he 
has matured Web. 5:12).” Arguing personal opinions does not create love nor build the church. Com- 
pare 1 Tim. 6:3-5. 
2. To eat anything. Food was a “live issue” at Rome. One man understands he is free in Christ, and 

ignores all dietary restrictions (except those ofActs 1520). See what Paul says in Cor. 2:16. Ea$ o a  
vegetnblea. This man was “weak in the faith,” and ate no meat because of religious scruples. 
3. In not to deaph. The one who is fully aware of his freedom in Christ is not to feel contempt for the 

ignorance and immaturity of his brother in Christ. Is not to pass Judgment. The man whose religious 
opinions force him to be a vegetarian is not to accuse his more mature brother of sinning because he 
eats everything. 
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anything, because God has accepted him. 4Who 
are you to judge the servant of someone else? 
It is his own Master who will decide whether he 
succeeds or fails. And he will succeed, because 
the Lord is able to make him succeed. 

man thinks that a certain day is more 
important than the others, while another man 
thinks that all days are the same. Each one 
should have his own mind firmly made up. 6Who- 
ever thinks highly of a certain day does it in 
honor of the Lord; whoever eats anything does 
it in honor of the Lord, because he gives thanks 
to God for the food. Whoever refuses to eat 
certain things does so in honor of the Lord, and 
he gives thanks to God. ’None of us lives for him- 
self only, none of us dies for himself only; 8if we 
five, it is for the Lord that we live, and if we 
die, it is for the Lord that we die. Whether we 
live or die, then, we belong to the Lord. 9 F ~ r  
Christ died and rose to life in order to be the 

him. Who are you to judge 4 
someone else’s servant? To 
his own master he stands or 
falls. And he will stand, for 
the Lord is able to make him 
stand. 

day more sacred than an? 
other; another man con- 
siders every day alike. Each 
one should be fully con- 
vinced in his own mind. He 6 
who regards one day as 
special, does so to the Lord. 
He who eats meat, eats to 
the Lord, for he gives thanks 
to God; and he who ab- 
stains, does so to the Lord, 
and gives thanks to God. 
For none of us lives to him- 7 
self alone and none of us 
dies to himself alone. If we 8 
live, we live to the Lord; and 
if we die, we die to the Lord. 
So, whether we live or die, 
we belon to the Lord. 

Christ died and returned to 
life so that he might be the 
Lord of both the dead and 

One man considers one 5 

For t l is  very reason, 9 

4. Who am you? “You are not his master, and you have no authority over him.” And he will succeed. 
While very aware of the dangers, Paul still sees Christian freedom as a moral victory. [The Pharisees 
are an example which shows it is very easy to be too conservative and reactionary.] 
5. That a certaln day. Both Jews and Gentiles found it difficult to give up traditions and superstitions. 

Compare Acts 21:20; Col. 2:16; Gal. 4:lO. [We honor Sunday as the Lord’s Day, because He raised 
from death on that day. Yet Sunday is not the “Christian Sabbath.” Christians have no Sabbath Day 
on this earth. It comes in Eternity (Psalm 23:6; Heb. 4:8-lo).] Should have hls o m  d u d .  Each one 
should act as he thinks right. Compare verse 23. If he wants to honor a certain day, let him do as his 
conscience requires. There is no intrinsic value to the day itself, only the honor which the Christian 
gives it. 
6. Whoaver. In each case, the Christian is doing or not doing because of his love and respect for God. 

Compare 1 Cor. 6:12; 8:8. 
7 .  For hlmwlf ody. Christians belong to God (1 Cor. 6:19-20). Whether in life or in death, we are 

his. [Some also see in this the thought that what we do affects others.] 
8. We belong to the Lord. The totality of our earthly existence, our life and even our death, is a service 

for our God. See notes onRom. 12:l. 
9. In order to be the Lord. Thii points back to God’s act in Christ to set men free. In dying and rising 

to life, Christ became Lord of all (Phil. 2:8-11). Christians are sealed by Christ’s death and share his 
new life (Rom. 6.4. 
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Lord of the living and of the dead. ‘OYou, then- 
why do you pass judgment on your brother? And 
you-why do you despise your brother? All of 
us will stand before God, to be judged by him. 
“For the scripture says, 

(‘AS I live, says the Lord, 
everyone will kneel before me, 
and everyone will confess that I am 

God,” 
12Every one of us, then, will have to give an ac- 
count of himself to God. 

Do Not Make Your Brother Fall 
then, let us stop judging one another. 

Instead, this is what you should decide: not to 
do anything that would make your brother 
stumble, or fall into sin. 14My union with the Lord 
Jesus makes me know for certain that nothing 
is unclean of itself; but if a man believes that 
something is unclean, then it becomes unclean 
for him. lSIf you hurt your brother because of 
something you eat, then you are no longer acting 
from‘love. Do not let the food that you eat ruin 

63 
the living. You, then, why 10 
do you judge your brother? 
Or why do you look down on 
your brother? For we will all 
stand before God’s judg- 
ment seat. It is written: 

“ ‘As I live,’ says the Lord, 
‘Every knee will bow be- 
fore me; 
every tongue will confess 

So then, each of us will give 12 
an account of himself to 
God. 

Therefore, let us stop 13 
passing judgment on one an- 
other. Instead, make up 
your mind not i o  put any 
stumbling block or obstacle 
in your brother’s way. As 14 
one who is in the Lord Jesus, 
I am fully convinced that no 
food is unclean in itself. But 
if anyone regards something 
as unclean, then for him it is 
unclean. If your brother is 15 
distressed because of what 
you eat, you are no longer 
acting in love. Do not by 
your eating destroy K””’ 
brother for whom C rist 

11 

to God.’ ” 

10. You, then. Christ is the one Lord and Judge. What right do you have to pass judgment on your 
brother? Why do you despise? The hypercritical pharasaic attitude is always sin. AM of us wlll stand. 
When wejudge our brother, we put ourself in God’s place. But we are not judges, and all of us will 
stand before the Judge of all. As we remember this fact, we will avoid passing judgment on our brother 
and despising him. CompareMatt. El-2 and notes. 
11. For the serlphve says. A paraphrase ofZm 4523. Paul adds “As I live” to Isaiah’s text to give it 
strong emphasis. The teachers of the Law said this spoke of Messiah’s Kingdom. Compare Acts 
15;16-18. But here Paul applies it to the “end of the world.” 
12. WLU. have to give M account. “This is the reason you should not judge each other.” Only God has 
the authorityto call us to  account for our lives. 
13. So then. If a Christian does what God tells him to do, he will have no time to do wrong. We must 
not waste time arguing personal opinions1 Not to do anything. We are not to abuse our freedom in such 
a way that we destroy a weak brother. A Christian is responsible for the influence of his conduct. Paul 
seems to have in mind, the special case of eating meat which had been sacrificed to idols (which was 
sold at reduced prices). 
14. Nothing Is unclean of itself. The religious laws about food had been repealed. As a Christian, Paul 
has no scruples about food or drink or days. But it becomea unclean for him. Because his conscience is 
untrained, he has scruples, but he must be respected. Compare verse23. 
15. If yoti hnct your bmther. “Your freedom of action is not worth the price of hurting your brother in 
Christ. Love doesn’t act this wayl” Rntn is a strong word. Christian freedom must not be used in such 
a way that it might destroy the work of the gospel. [This is dealing with matters of opinion. In matters 
of faith, other factors must be considered.] 
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the man for whom Christ died! 16Do not let 
what you regard as good acquire a bad name. 
17For God’s Kingdom is not a matter of eating 
and drinking, but of righteousness, peace, and 
joy that the Holy Spirit gives. 18And whoever 
serves Christ in this way wins God’s pleasure and 
man’s approval. 
19S0 then, we must always aim at those things 

that bring peace, and that help strengthen one 
another. 2 0 D ~  not, because of food, destroy 
what God has done. All foods may be eaten, 
but it is wrong to eat anything that will cause 
someone else to fall into sin. ZIThe right thing to 
do is to keep from eating meat, drinking wine, 
or doing anything else that will make your 
brother fall. 22Keep what you believe about this 
matter, then, between yourself and God. Happy 
is the man who does not feel himself condemned 

died. Do not allow what you 16 
consider good to be spoken 
of as evil. For the kingdom 17 
of God is not a matter of eat- 
ing and drinking, but of 
righteousness, peace and joy 
in the Holy Spirit, because 18 
anyone who serves Christ in 
this way is pleasing to God 
and approved by men. 

Let us therefore make 19 
every effort to do what leads 
to peace and to mutualedifi- 
cation. Do not destroy the 20 
work of God for the sake of 
food. All food is clean, but it 
is wrong for a man to eat 
anything that causes some- 
one else to stumble. It is bet- 21 
ter not to eat meat or drink 
wine or to do anything else 
that will cause your brother 
to fall. 

about these things keep be- 
tween yourself and God. 
Blessed is the man who does 
not condemn himself by 

So whatever you believe 22 

16. Do not let. “Do not let your freedom in Christ become so repulsive to your weak brother that it 
seems to be blasphemy to him.” Compare 1 Cor. 9:19-22; 10:28-33. 
17. For God’s Kingdom. Eating and drinking are trivial matters, when compared with the great themes 
of righteousness, peace, and joy! That the holy Splrlt gives. Compare Gal. 522-23; John E38-39. 
18. And whoever serve8 CMst. No one can serve Christ if he cares nothing for the righteousness, peace, 
and joy that the Holy Spirit gives! An unselfish attitude pleases both God and man! 
19. We must always aim. “In those matters that are moral& indzfirent [that make no difference, one 
way or the other ] I must ask how my action or lack of action will affect the peace and growth of the 
church.” 
20. Do not. In some cases it is right for one man to restrict his action on the basis of another man’s con- 
science. AU foods may be eaten, even those which have been sacrificed to idols ( I  Cor. 10:27-29). But 
It fs wrong. It is a sin to cause someone to violate their conscience over trivial matters. 
21. The aght thlng to do. Paul would not have written this chapter at all, if there had not been prob- 
lems in the church at Rome over the use of meats and wine. Some had serious scruples about this, based 
on tradition and superstition. The strong brother must respect the conscience of the weak brother in 
such trivial matters of opinion. But the weak brother also has the duty to grow web. 5~11-14). 
22. Keap what yon belleve. Freedom must be balanced by a sense of responsibility. We may hold many 
opinions, but we may not force them on others, Happy is the man. “Happy is the man with a clear 
conscience, who does not allow himself to do those things which he secretly believes to be wrong.” 
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when he does what he approves of! 2 3 B ~ t  if he 
has doubts about what he eats, God condemns 
him when he eats it, because his action is not 
based on faith. And anything that is not based 
on faith is sin. 

Please Others, Not Yourselves ’ 

We who are strong in the faith ought to 15 help the weak to carry their burdens. We 
should not please ourselves. %stead, each of us 
should please his brother for his own good, in 
order to build him up in the faith. 3 F ~ r  Christ did 
not please himself. Instead, as the scripture says, 
“The insults spoken by those who insulted you 
have fallen on me.” 4Everything written in the 
Scriptures was written to teach us, in order 
that we might have hope through the patience 
and encouragement the Scriptures give us. SAnd 
may God, the source of patience and encourage- 
ment, enable you to have the same point of view 
among yourselves by following the example of 
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what he approves. But the 23 
man who has doubts is con- 
demned if he eats, because 
his eating i s  not from faith; 
and everything that does not 
come from faith is sin. 

We who are strong 15 ought to bear with the 
failings of the weak, and not 
to please ourselves. Each of 2 
us should please his neigh- 
bor for his good, to build 
him up. For even Christ did 3 
not please himself but, as it 
is written: “The insults of 
those who insult you have 
fallen on me.” For every- 4 
thing that was written in the 
past was written to teach us, 
so that through endurance 
and the encouragement of 
the Scriotums we mieht 
have hope. 

I 

May the God who gives 5 
endurance and encourage- 
ment 8ve  you a spirit of 
unity among yourselves as 

23. But If he has doubts. The last half of verse 22 begins this thought. The man who does allow himself 
to do those things which he secretly believes to be wrong, sins, and God condemns him. Not b d  on 
faith is sin. The context shows that Paul is saying that whenever a Christian does things he believes to 
be wrong (even though they are not contrary to God’s law), they are sin for him. See verse 14. However, 
thinking a thing to be right does not make it right. Our faith must be based on God‘s Word!!! See 
Heb. 5:14. 

1. We who are stmng. Paul contrasts the strong and the weak in chapter 14. The strong are no longer 
slaves to tradition and superstition. The weak still are troubled by their scruples. A chain may only be 
as strong as its weakest link, but a congregation is as strong as its most spiritual member. 
2. Each of UB should please his brother. The pleasing of the brother kfor his own good, to build him 

up in thefaith. This does not mean we are to compromise Christian principles just to keep our brother 
happy. Compare Col, 1:lO: Gal. 1:lO: 511-12. 
3.  For Chrbt. He set the example for us by his action. Instead. Paul quotes Psalm 69:9 Septuagint 

to prove this. The pain, torture, and shame Christ experienced in the process of fulfilling God’s will, 
show he was not proud and selfish. [CompareJohn 1523-24.1 
4. Everything written in the Scdpturea. The things in the Old Testament were written to teach us. 
In order that. In the Bible, hope is something you expect to happen! The patience and encouragement 
the Scriptures give us teach us to hope, even when we suffer for Christ. Compare Rom. 5:2-5; James 
1:2-4: 2 Tim. 3:15-17. 
5. To have the mame point of dew. If all share tke point of view which Christ had (verse 3), we will 

work together for the common goal. The example of Chrlrt Jww. As a living sacrifice @om. 12:1), we 
live Christ’s life (Gal. 2:19-20). 
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Christ Jesus, %o that all of you together, with 
one voice, may praise the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Gospel to the Gentiles 
’Accept one another, then, for the glory of 

God, as Christ has accepted you. 8Because I 
tell you that Christ became a servant of the 
Jews to show that God is faithful, to make God‘s 
promises to the patriarchs come true, 9and also 
to enable the Gentiles to praise God for his 
mercy. As the scripture says, 

“And so I will give thanks to you among 

I will sing praises to your name.” 

“Rejoice, Gentiles, with God’s chosen 

the Gentiles, 

‘OAgain it says, 

people!” 

Ch. 15  

you follow Christ Jesus, so 6 
that with one heart and 
mouth you may glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Accept one another, then, 7 
just as Christ accepted you, 
in order to brin praise to 
God. For I telf you that 8 
Christ has become a servant 
of the Jews on behalf of 
God’s truth, to c o n h  the 
promises made to the patri- 
archs so that the Gentiles 9 
may glorify God for his 
mercy, as it is written: 
“For this reason I will 

raise y6u among the 

I will sing hymns to your 

“Rejoice, Gentiles, with 

gentiles; 

name.” 
Again, it says, 10 

his people.” 

6. With one voice. When the messianic community praises God with one voice., they will avoid the 
problems of chapter 14. CompareJohn f7:21-23. 
7. Accept one another. Verses 7-13 expand the idea in verse 6. We are to keep on accepting one 

another in spite of the differences of spiritual development Vohn 6:37; Rom. 14:1), We tend to think 
of the first century church in terms of small “house-churches,’’ but the congregation at Jerusalem was 
probably 100,OOO members, just before it was scattered. In one congregation you might find: Jews, 
Gentiles, slaves, slave-owners, free men, women who hate men, men who hate women, vegetarians, 
meat eaters, celibates, married couples, etc. Christ had accepted each of them! Therefore, they MUST 
accept each other! 
8. Because I tell yon. The promise of the Messiah was addressed to the Jew. Jesus, in his human ex- 

istence, had the same relationship to the Law as any other Jew at that time (Gal. 4:4-5; Ma#. 15:24). 
Paul shows us that Jesus made God’s promises to the patriarchs come true1 The truth of God, who 
made the promises, was shown to be true by Christ’s service; for in him all the promises came true 
(2 Cor. 1 :20). 
9. And also to enable the Gentilea. It was never God’s plan to limit his love to one nation or ethnic 

group. Paul quotes a series of excerpts from the Old Testament (Septuagint) to show the gospel was 
meant for everyone in the entire worldlll Not only did Jesus make God’s promises to the patriarchs 
come true, he also enabled the Gentiles to praise God as well1 As the scripture says. Psalm 18:49LXX. 
Christ gives thanks to God among the Gentiles when the Gentiles give thanks to God through Christ 
(compare Heb. 2:12). 
10. Rejoice, Gentiles! Deut. 32.43 LXX. This is a direct command to join Israel in praise of Israel’s 
God! Psalm 11 7:l is similar. 
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]]And again, 

12And again, Isaiah says, 

“Praise the Lord, d l  Gentiles; 
praise him, all peoples!’’ 

he will be raised to rule the Gentiles, 
and they will put their hope in him.” 

“A descendant of Jesse will come; 

I3May God, the source of hope, fill you with all 
joy and peace by means of your faith in him, so 
that your hope will continue to grow by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Paul’s Reason for Writing So Boldly 
I4My brothers: I myself feel sure that you are 

full of goodness, that you are filled with all know- 
ledge and are able to teach one another. 
I5But in this letter I have been quite bold about 
certain subjects of which I have reminded you, I 
have been bold because of the privilege God has 
given me I6of being a servant of Christ Jesus to 
work for the Gentiles. I serve like a priest in 
preaching the Good News from God, in order 
that the Gentiles may be an offering acceptable 
to God, dedicated to him by the Holy Spirit. 

And again, 11 
“Praise the Lord, all you 
Gentiles, 
and sing praisestto him, 

And again, Isaiah says, 12 
“The root of Jesse will 
spring UP, 
one who will arise to rule 

the Gentiles will hope in 
him.” 

May the God of hope fill 13 
you with great joy and peace 
as you trust in him, so that 
you may overflow with hope 
by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, 

Paul the Minister to the 
Gcntilea 

my brothers, that you your- 
selves are full of goodness, 
complete in knowledge and 
corn etent to instruct one 
anot!er. I have written you 15 
quite boldly on some points, 
as if to remind you of them 
again, because of the grace 
God gave me to be a min- 16 
ister of Christ Jesus to the 
Gentiles with the riestly 
duty of proclaiming t i e  gos- 
pel of God, so that the Gen- 

all you peoples, 

over the nations; 

I myself am convinced, 14 

11. Praise the Lord, all Gentileal Psalm 117:l Lxx. The teachers of the Law understood this to point 
to the time of the Messiah. Psalm 97:l is similar. 
12, Isaiah says. Isa. 1l:lOLXX. This proves Christ was intended to be the Savior of the Gentiles1 [If 
the Messiah has not come, Israel has a problem, since all the family records were lost in the siege of 
Jerusalem (70 A.D.), and none can claim to be descendants of David. (Jesse was David’s father, 
but the teachers of the Law say David also had a son named Jesse.)] 
13, May God. With these words of benediction, Paul closes his teaching message. The balance of the 
book of Romans is an epilogue. Joy and peace which come through being put right with God and be- 
coming his friend. The Holy Spirit. CompareJohn 7:38-39: Acts 2:38; Rom. 8:26-28; Ga15:22-26. 
14. My brothers. Paul has scolded them, especially in chapter 14. This might be taken to imply he 
thought them ignorant of God’s Truth, lacking in love, or both. But he didn’t mean it that way, and 
gives reasons why he speaks so boldly to them. My brothers has a friendly sound to it. Full of goodneas. 
“You are already full of goodness without any help from me.” Are able to teach. “You already know 
the message of Christ and can teach it to others.” 
15, But In this letter. Paul had scolded them in certain things (such as 6:12-21; 11~17-20; 12:3; 14). 
He did this to remind them of things they knew already but were overlooking. Because of the privilege. 
His authority as an apostle. CompareRom. 1:s; 12:3. 
16, To work for the Gentilea. Compare Acts 26:17-18. I wwe ilke a‘prleet. Paul preached the Good 
News of Christ to bring Gentiles as Christians to God. Dedicatedto him. See Titus 3:s; Rorn. 8:l-2. 
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171n union with Christ Jesus, then, I can be proud 
of my service-for God. ‘“1 will be bold and speak 
only of what Christ has done through me to lead 
the Gentiles to obey’ God, by means of words and 
deed, 19by the power of signs and miracles, and 
by the power of the Spirit. And so, in traveling all 
the way from Jerusalem to Illyricum, I have 
proclaimed fully the Good News about Christ. 
2oMy ambition has always been to proclaim the 
Good News in places where Christ has not been 
heard of, so as not to build on the foundation 
laid by someone else. 2 1 A ~  the scripture says, 

“Those who were not told about him will 
see, 

and those who have not heard will un- 
derstand.” 

Paul’s Plan to Visit Rome 
22For this reason I have been prevented many 

times from coming to you. 2 3 B ~ t  now that I have 
finished my work in these regions, and since I 
have been wanting for so many years to come to 

tiles might become an offer- 
in acceptable to God, sanc- 
tiifed by the Holy Spirit. 

Therefore,Iglory inChrist 17 
Jesus in my service to God. 
I will not venture to speak 18 
of anything except what 
Christ has accomplished 
throu h me in leading the 
GentiLs to obey God by 
what I have said and done- 
by the power of signs and 19 
miracles, through the power 
of the S irit. So from Jeru- 
salem a s  the way around to 
Illyricum, I have fully pro- 
claimed the gospel of Christ. 
It has always been my am- 20 
bition to preach the gospel 
where Christ was not 
known, so that I would not 
be building on someone 
else’s foundation. Rather, as 21 
it is written: 

“Those who were not told 
about him will see, 
and those who have not 
heard will understand.” 

This is why 1 have often been 22 
hindered from coming to 
you. 

Pad’s Plan to Visit Rome 

more place for me to work in 
these regions, and since I 
have been longing for many 

But now that there is no 23 

17. In union with CMst Jesus. See Phil. 3:3-14. I can be proud. Paul did an amazing job of missions 
for Christ. Yet only his union with Chriit made it possible for him to beproud (I Cor. 15:31). 
18. What CMst has done through me. Two things are here: (1) Paul speaks only of what Christ has 
done through him to reach the Gentiles; (2) Paul is the tool, and it is Christ who uses him and directs 
him, including this letter to the Roman Christians. 
19. By the power. This was both proof of his apostleship (2 Cor. I2:IZ) and supernormal help for his 
work of missions (I Thess. 1.95). And BO, in traveling. He emphasizes the area he covered on his tours 
of mission. I have proclaimed M y .  See Acts 20:20-21. Paul had fulfilled his mission as an apostle, to 
preach the Good News of God’s act in Christ to set men free and to  plant the church in the population- 
centers of the world! 
20. My ambition. Paul had made it a point to begin new works in places where Christ was unknown. 
This was his special mission as an apostle. Yet there is a place and a need for a different kind of min- 

21. Aa the seriptnre says.Zsa. 52:15LXX. As an inspired apostle, Paul uses this quotation to show he 
has God‘s authority for the work he has done. 
22. For this reason. He points back to verse20. See also Acts 19:21; 23:ll; 28:16-24. 
23. But now. Paul had completed his mission in the area around Corinth and was ready to come to 
Rome. He wrote this letter in the spring of 57 A.D., but did not get to Rome until March of 60 A.D. 

istry (I cor. 35-9) .  
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see you, *‘I hope to do so now. I would like to see 
you on my way to Spain, and be helped by you to 
go there, after I have enjoyed visiting you for a 
while. 25Right now, however, I am going to 
Jerusalem in the service of God’s people there. 
26For the churches in Macedonia and Greece 
have freely decided to give an offering to help 
the poor among God’s people in Jerusalem. 
27They themselves decided to do it, But, as a 
matter of fact, they have an obligation to help 
those poor; the Jews shared their spiritual 
blessings with the Gentiles, and so the Gentiles 
ought to serve the Jews with their material 
blessings. Z8When I have frnished this task, and 
have turned over to them the full amount of 
money that has been raised for them, I shall 
leave for Spain and visit you on my way there. 
29When I come to you, I know that I shall come 
with a full measure of the blessing of Christ. 

301 urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ 
and by the love that the Spirit gives: join me in 

, 
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years to see you, I plan to do 24 
so when I go to S ain. I 
hope to visit you whit  pass- 
ing through and to have you 
assist me on my journey 
there, after I have enjoyed 
your company for a while. 
Now, however, I am on my 25 
way to Jerusalem in the ser- 
vice of the saints there. For 26 
Macedonia and Achaia were 
pleased to make a contribu- 
tion for the poor amon the 
saints in Jerusalem. !‘hey 27 
were pleased to do it, and in- 
deed they owe it to them. 
For if the Gentiles have 
shared in the Jews’ spiritual 
blessings, they owe it to the 
Jews to share with them 
their material blessings. So 28 
after I have completed this 
task and have made sure 
that they have received this 
fruit, I will go to Spain and 
visit you on the way. I know 29 
that when I come to you, I 
will come in the full measure 
of the blessing of Christ. 

our Lord Jesus Christ and by 
the love of the Spirit, to join 
me in my struggle by pray- 

I urge you, brothers, by 30 

24. On my way to Spain. He wanted to visit the messianic community at Rome, but his sense of mission 
would not allow him to stay there.. His plans were to begin a new workcin Spain. But God changed his 
plans1 See notes onActs 21:13-14; 28:16. 
25. Right now, however. See Acts 24:17. He was taking money to the poor in the church at Jerusalem. 
26. B r  the chrvehes in Macedonla and Greece. See 1 Cor. 16:2-1; 2 Cor. 8:l; 9:2-15. 
27. !l’hey themlelvw decided to do It. It was their free will to do this, not an oflcial assessment. Why 
this need at Jerusalem777 (1) Many of the poor became Christians (Gal. 2:lO; Acts 6:l-6); (2) perse- 
cution caused many to lose all they had, including their job. Have you paid your debt to the Jews777 
28. When I have finirhed this tcuk. Paul seems to think this contribution from the Gentile churches will 
help solve the schism which threatens the church at this time. Compare notes on Acts 21:13-14. I shall 
leave for Spain. He was not able to do this, However traditional history says that after Paul was released 
from his imprisonment at Rome in 62 A.D. (Ramsay), he did go to Spain, and also to pacts of the East, 
before. his second imprisonment and death in 67 A.D. (Ramsay). 
29. Wlth a MI meamre of the blwdng of C M t .  He certainly did not expect to reach Rome as a 
prisoner (see note on Acts 28:16); Yet his coming was with this blessing (Rom. 1:ll; Acts 2690.31). 
30. I urge you, bmthem. Paul was very much aware of the danger he would face at Jerusalem (Acts 20: 
22-24). Io praying fervently to God for me. This shows the value Paul placed on prayer1 Compare 
James 5:16. 
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praying fervently to God for me. 31Pray that I 
may be kept safe from the unbelievers in Judea, 
and that my service in Jerusalem may be accept- 
able to God’s people there. 32And so I will come 
to you full of joy, if it is God’s will, and enjoy 
a refreshing visit with you. 33May God, our 
source of peace, be with all of you. Amen. 

Personal Greetings 
I recommend to you our sister Phoebe, who 16 serves the church at Cenchreae. zReceive 

her in the Lord’s name, as God’s people should, 
and give her any help she may need from you; 
for she herself has been a good friend to many 
people and also to me. 

3I send greetings to Priscilla and Aquila, my 
fellow workers in the service of Christ Jesus, 

ing to God for me. Pray that 31 
I may be rescued from the 
unbelievers in Judea and 
that my service in Jerusalem 
may be acce table to the 
saints there. +hen by God’s 32 
will I can come to you with 
joy and together with you be 
refreshed. The God of peace 33 
be with all of you. Amen. 

Personal Greetings 
I commend to you our 16 sister Phoebe, a ser- 

vant of the church in Cen- 
chreae. I ask you to receive 2 
her in the Lord in a way 
worthy of the saints and to 
give her any he1 she may 
need from you, &r she has 
been a great help to many 
people, including me. 
Greet Priscilla and Aquila, 3 

my fellow workers in 

31-32. Pray that I may be kept safe. He knew the hostility of the unbelieving Jews! And that my service. 
Paul saw a real danger that even the Christian Jews would be hostile toward him. Some thought he was 
a traitor to the Law, and distorted versions of his teaching had been circulated (Acts 21:21). He was 
afraid they might think the money was a bribe. He asks their prayer for: (1) his personal safety; (2) that 
his service would be accepted by the Jerusalem Christians: (3) that he may go to Spain, with a stopover 
in Rome. 
33. May Gad. Since he asks their prayers, it is only natural that he prays for them. Compare 1 Thess. 
2:2-3. How amazing it is to be able to come to the God of the Universe and speak to Him as “Fatherl 
my Fatherl” Worn. 8:25). 
1. I recommend to yon. This is Paul’s official statement certifying that she is a member in good 

standing, She was probably a business woman (such as Lydia, Acts 16:14). Paul’s language implies 
she was on her way to Rome on bwiness, and that they could help her. We think she took this letter to 
the Roman church. Our sinter Phoebe. We are brothers and sisters in Christ1 Who serves the church. 
DIAKONOS - the exact same word translated “church helper” [deacon] in 1 Tim. 3:8. Conditions of 
ancient society required the feminine version of church helpers to take care of the needs of certain 
women. Some of them were likely the wives of men who served as church helpers (see 1 Tim. 3:11), 
and there may have been the feminine version of church leaders who taught the younger women under 
conditions and in situations where it would have been impossible for a man to do so (see 1 Tim. 5:9-10). 
Jewish women had much more freedom than Gentile women (see 1 Cor. 11:1-1@. Cenchreae. This 
was the seaport of Corinth, on the Asian side. 

2. AB God’s people &odd. Their Christian life was to be open for her to share in it. Glve her any help. 
The Greek word is a legal term, which implies her business was a legal matter. For she herself has been 
a good hlend. Perhaps in her role as a church helper. One of those which she had helped was Paul 
himself. Gmrdthinks Paul’s vow in Cenchreae (Acts 18:18) implies sickness, and that Phoebe helped 
him at that time. 
3. To Prbcllla *ndAquilla. They had left Rome when Emperor Claudius expelled the Jews (Acts 18:2), 

had gone to Ephesus (Acts 18;19), and now were back in Rome. Priscilla Is mentioned first, implying 
she was the more dominant one of the couple. 
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4 ~ h ~  risked their lives for me. I am grateful to 
them-not only I, but all the Gentile churches as 
well, SGreetings also to the church that meets in 
their house. 

Greetings to my dear friend Epaenetus, who 
was the first man in the province of Asia to 
believe in Christ, 6Greetings to Mary, who has 
worked so hard for you. ’Greetings to Androni- 
cus and Junias, fellow Jews who were in prison 
with me; they are well known among the apostles, 
and they became Christians before I did. 

sMy greetings to Ampliatus, my dear friend in 
the fellowship of the Lord. pGreetings to Ur- 
banus, our fellow worker in Christ’s service, and 
to Stachys, my dear friend. ‘OGreetings to 
Apelles, whose loyalty to Christ has been proved. 
Greetings to those who belong to the family of 

71 

Christ Jesus. They risked 4 
their lives for me. Not 
only I but all the churches 
of the Gentiles are grate. 
ful to them. 

Greet also the church that 5 
meets at their house, 

Greet my dear friend Epae- 
netus, who was the first 
convert to Christ in the 
province of Asia, 

Greet Mary, who worked 
very hard for you, 

Greet Andronicus and Jun- 
isa, my relatives who have 
been in prison with me. 
They are outstanding a- 
mong the apostles, and 
they were in Christ before 
I was. 

Greet Ampliatus, whom I 
love in the Lord. 

Greet Urbanus, our fellow 
worker in Christ, and my 
dear friend Stachys. 

Greet Apelles, tested and 
approved in Christ. 

Greet those who belong to 
the household of Aristo- 
bulus. 

4. Who risked their llvw for me. We know nothing at all about this. But much of Paul’s experiences 
are not told to us (see 2 Cor. 11:23-27). Not only 1. The incident where they had risked their lives had 
happened long enough in the past to be well known among all the Gentile churches, but recent enough 
to be fresh in Paul’s mind. 
5. Greetings also. See note on CoZ. 4:15. Epaenetus. Most of these whom Paul sends greetings, are 

unknown to  us today. In the provlnce of Asia. Achaia is an incorrect reading. Asia is the Roman 
province of that name. Sunday and Headlam mention the discovery of an Ephesian Epaenetus on a 
Roman inscription. 
6, Gteetings to Mary. Most of these were personal friends of Paul; some had done him special favors; 

and many had been Zed to Christ by him. 
7. Andmnlcuu andJnniaa. Paul is writing to a church mostly made up of Gentiles. It is only natural 

that he mentions these two as “fellow Jews,” and also that they had been in prison with him. When, 
we do not know. They became CMStians before I did. This would help explain why they were so well 
known by the apostles. Compar6Ac#s21:16. 
8. Ampllatas. A common Roman slave name. A person of this name was well known in the earliest 

Roman church. 
9, Urbanas. Another common slave name. Stachys. We know only that he was a dear friend to Paul. 

These three men are connected with the Imperial household by inscriptions which have been found. 
10. Apelles. A common Jewish name. F d y  of Aristobdns.Lightfoot makes Aristobulus the grandson 
of Herod the Great, “Family” here refers to those Christians who belong to his household. He may have 
died, in which case his slaves and servants would have been transferred to the palace of Claudius. How- 
ever, they may have been part of his family, as we use the word (compareLuke 8:3). 
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Aristobulus. “Greetings to Herodion, a fellow 
Jew, and to the Christian brothers in the family 
of Narcissus. 

12My greetings to Tryphaena and Tryphosa, 
who work in the Lord‘s service, and to my dear 
friend Persis, who has done so much work for 
the Lord. 131 send greetings to Rufus, that out- 
standing worker in the Lord’s service, and to 
his mother, who has always treated me like a son. 
14My greetings to Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, 
Patrobas, Hermas, and all the other Christian 
brothers with them. lSGreetings to Philologus 
and Julia, to Nereus and his sister, to Olympas 
and to all of God’s people who are with them. 

16Greet one another with a brotherly kiss. 
All the churches of Christ send you their 
greetings. 

Final Instructions 
171 urge you, my brothers: watch out for those 

who cause divisions and upset people’s faith, who 
go against the teaching which you have received; 

~~ 

Greet Herodion, my relative. 11 
Greet those in the household 

of Narcissus who are in.  ’ 
the Lord. 

phosa,%ose women who ’ 
work hard in the Lord. 

Greet Tr haena and Try- 12 

Greet my dear friend Persis, 
another woman who h i s”  
worked very hard in thqjE, 
Lord. 

Greet Rufus, chosen in the ‘13 
Lord, and his mother, 
who has been a mother to 
me, too. 

Greet Asyncritus, Phlegonc 14 
Hermes, Patrobas, Herm- 
as and the brothers with 
them. 

Greet Philologus, Julia, Ne- 15 
reus and his sister, and 0- 
lvmoas and all the saints 
&tii them. 

holv kiss. 
Greet one another with a 16 

All the churches of Christ 
send greetings. 

watch out for those who 
cause divisions and put ob- 
stacles in your way, contrary 
to the teaching you have 
learned. Keep away from 

I urge you, brothers, to 17 

11. Herodion. He may have been a part of the “family of Aristobulus.” Family of Narcissus. This is 
probably the Narcissus who had been killed by Nero two or three years before Paul wrote this letter. His 
slaves and servants were made part of the Imperial palace. 
12. Tryphaena and Trgphosa. These two women were probably sisters. They were very active h”& 
Lord’s work, Persts. Another woman, who was especially loved for her work in the past. Johnson thinks 

18 .\“ 
, ,  3 )  13. Rufos. This maybe the Rufus ofMark15:Zl. 

14. My greetings. The Christians mentioned in this verse may have formed a “house church.” 
’ 

is sometimes identified as the author of “The Shepherd of Hermas,” an early Christian writin 
the Canon of Muratori says this is not so. 
15. Philologus andJ&. Probably husband and wife. Both are common slave names. Nereus 
stster.lightfoot thinks the sister’s name was Nereis, and that both were part of the palace staff, T , 
together with Olympas and the others, may have formed a “house church.” 
16. Wlth a brotherly kiss. Denny says: “The custom of combining greeting and kiss was oriental, and 
especially Jewish, and in this way became Christian.” Our equivalent would be a warm hanhhiake, 
AU the churches of Chrbt. Sunday and Headlam say: “This phrase is unique in the New Testament.” 
Compare Matt. 16:18. 
17. Watch out for those who cause divisions. SKOPEIN = watch out for, keep one’s attention on. Paul 
is warning them against a danger which he has seen in other places. he may be thinking about: (1) the 
circumcision party; (2) the immorality of false teachers; (3) the antinomian reactionaries. See Acts 155: 
Phil. 3:18-19; 1 Tim. 6:3-5. Kwp away h m  them. As you would quarantine a disease-carrier. 

all three were deaconesses [church helpers]. 
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keep away from them, 18For those who do such 
things are not serving Christ our Lord, but their 
own appetities. By their fine words and flatter- 
ing speech they deceive the minds of innocent 
people. 19Everyone has heard of your loyalty to 
the gospel, and for this reason I am happy about 
you. I want you to be wise about what is good, 
but innocent in what is evil. 20And God, our 
source of peace, will soon crush Satan under 
your feet. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. , 
21Timothy, my fellow worker, sends you his 

greetings; and so do Luoius, Jason, and Sosi- 
pater, fellow Jews. 

221, Tertius, the writer of this letter, send you 
Christian g;eetings. 

23My host Gaius, in whose house the church 
meets, sends you his greetings; Erastus, the city 
treasurer, and our brother Quartus, send you 
their greetings. 

P4The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you all. Amen.] 
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them. For such people are 18 
not serving our Lord Christ, 
but their own appetites, By 
smooth talk and flattery 
they deceive the minds of 
naive people. Everyone has 19 
heard about your obedience, 
so I am full of joy over you; 
but I want you to be wise a- 
bout what is good, and h- 
nocent about what is evil. 

The God of peace will u) 
soon crush Saten under your 
feet. 

The grace of our Lord 
Jesus be with you, 

Timothy, my fellow work- 21 
er, sends his greeting to you, 
as do Lucius, Jason and 
Sosi ater, my relatives. 

this letter, greet you in the 
Lord. 

and the whole church here 
enjoy, sends you his greet- 

ingiastus, who is the city’s 
director of public works, 
and our brother Quartus 
send you their greetings.* 

I,%ertius, whowrote down 22 

Gaius, whose hospitality I 23 

18. Are not serving CMst our Lord. Paul speaks bitterly of their character, rather than the doctrines 
they teach. This contrasts sharply with the character of those who serve Christ. Inaocent people. 
Compare2 Tim. 3:5-6. 
19. Eieryone has heard of your loyalty. “You are such loyal Christians that you should not be fooled 
by such as these false teachersl” But Innocent. Compare Phil. 215-16. 
20. Will m u  crush Satan. “False teachers may come and cause division, but God who is our source 
of peace will give you the victory over Satanlll” The G r a m  This benediction makes some think verses 
1-20 were originally a short letter that Paul had intended to send the Roman church. 
21, Timothy. He was one of Paul’s associates. He was with Paul (Acts 2U;4-5) when he began his trip to 
Jerusalem (mentioned in Rom. 15:25). The other three cannot be identified. p h e  names are found in 
Acts 13:l; 17:s; 20:4, but these cannot be positively connected.] 
22. TerHus. He did the writing as Paul dictated it. Some think Paul had eye trouble (see Gal. 6 : l l ) .  He 
often wrote the benediction himself (see 1 Cor. 16:21; 2 Thess. 3:17). 
23, Galas. Since Paul is in Corinth as he writes this, Gaius is probably the one mentioned in 1 Cor. 
1:14. Erastue might be the one mentioned in Acts 19:22; 2 Tim. 4.20. Qunrlus must have had some 
special connection with Rome. 
24. The grace. Verses 21-24 are personal greetin& from Paul‘s companions. This is the benediction. 

~~ 

* Some MSS add verse 24: May the grace of our LordJesus Christ be with all ofyou. Amen. 
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Concluding Prayer of Praise 
25Let us give glory to God! He is able to make 

you stand firm in your faith, according to the 
Good News I preach, the message about Jesus 
Christ, and according to the revelation of the 
secret truth which was hidden for long ages in 
the past. 2 6 N ~ ~ ,  however, that truth has been 
brought out into the open through the writings of 
the prophets; and by the command of the eternal 
God it is made known to all nations, so that 
all may believe and obey. 
27T~ the only God, who alone is all-wise, be the 

glory through Jesus Christ forever! Amen. 

Now to him who is able to 25 
establish you by my gospel 
and the proclamation of 
Jesus Christ, according to 
the revelation of the mystery 
hidden for long ages past, 
but now revealed and made 26 
known through the proph- 
etic writings by the com- 
mand of the eternal God, SO, 
that all nations might be- 
lieve and obey him-to the 27 
only wise God be glory for-, 
ever through Jesus Christ! . ‘ 
Amen. 

25. Let us give glory to Godl With these words Paul begins his doxology, which is a brief statement 
of all thoimportant principles explained in this letter. He le able. Paul may be speaking about God the 
Holy Spirit. Compare Rom. 1:ll; 14:4; John 16:7-14; Eph. 3:20. According to the Good News. Com- 
pare Rom. 1:16-17. The secret imth. Compare Rom. 11:25-26; 1 Cor. 27-10, 
26. Now, however. CompareLuRe24:27, 44-47. That Truth is God’s salvation centered in One Person - 
Jesus Christ. See Acts 4:12; 1 John 5:ll; Col. 2:9; 1 John 1:l-4. And by the command. Salvation in 
Christ is by the command of the eternal God!!! This is the eternal Plan!!! See Eph. 1:4; 1 Pet. 1:29-20; 
Rev. 13:8. God acted in Christ to set us free. We reach out through faith to seize Christ’s sacrifice and 
make ourselves part of itl!! Paul and the others gave their very lives to make known to all nations this 
Good News of salvation in Christ. 
27. To the only God. Paul is a “Mono-Theistic Trinitarian.” To believe in three gods is paganism. Xet 
it is a PARADOX in human terms that the One God exists in three persons: The Father, The Son, The 
Holy Spirit. The emphasis here is on the God, who alone is all-wise, who is the SOURCE of the gospel 
which Paul preaches! I I Through Jeaus CMst  forever! The eternal Plan of salvation has been worked 
out in Jesus Christ. God acted in history! Our salvation is based upon what God ALREADY has done in 
Jesus Christ1 We cannot be saved by our own merit, and praise God, we don’t have to bell! We Can 
reach to seize the MERIT of Christ’s life and death and resurrection, AND MAKE OURSELVES PART oP-fi!! 


