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A 

Arron The brother of Moses, who was chosen by God to be the chief priest in Israel (Exodus 28;l - 
3O:lO). 

Abyu A very deep hole in the earth where, according to ancient Jewish teaching, the evil spirits are 
imprisoned until their final punishment. 

hhh A Roman province covering what is now the southern half of Greece (the northern half of 
modern Greece was known as Macedonia). In this translation “Greece” is used for Achaia and also 
for HeNas (Acts 2/22), which was the native Greek name corresponding to the Roman name Achaia. 
The captial city of the province was Corinth; other cities in Achaia mentioned in the New Testament 
ate Cenchreae and Athens. 

Agate A semiprecious stone of varying colors. 
-pa Hetod Agrippa 11, great-grandson of Herod the Great, was king of Chalcis, a small country 

north of Palestine, and ruler of nearby territories. Paul made his defense before him and his sister 
Bernice (Acts 2513 - 26:32). 

Alduter A soft stone, of light creamy color, from which vases and jars were made. 
Alwr A sweet-smelling substance, derived from a plant, which the Jews spread on the cloths they 

Alpha The first letter of the Greek alphabet. The expression “I am the Alpha and the Omega” 

Altar The place where sacrifices were offered to God. 
Amen A Hebrew word which means “it is so” or “may it be so.” It can also be translated “certainly,” 

wrapped around a body to be buried. 

(Revelation 1:8; 21.6; 22:13) means “I am the first and the last.” 

“truly,” or “surely.” InRevelation3:14 it is used as a title for Christ. 
A semiprecious stone, usually purple or violet in color. 

A n d r  Someone who lived in the past, from whom a person is descended. 
Anoint To pour or rub oil on someone in order to honor him, or select him for some speeial work. The 

word is also used in a figurative sense. “The Anointed One” is the title of the one whom God chose 
and appointed to be Savior and Lord. Oil was also used by the Jews on a sick person to make him well; 
it was also used on a dead body to prepare it for burial, 

kportle One of the group of twelve men whom Jesus chose to be his followers and helpers. The word 
means “messenger,” and is also used in the New Testament of Paul and of other Christian workers. 

Anopagm A hill in Athens where the city council met. For this reason the council itself was called 
Ateopagus, even after it no longer met on the hill. 

Aretu King of the country of Nabatea, which was to the south and east of Palestine. 
Ark (1) The vessel built by Noah in which he, his family, and the animals survived the Flood (Genesis 

6!9 - 8:19). (2) The wooden chest, covered with gold, in which were kept the two stone tablets on which 
were written the ten commandments. Other sacred objects of the Jews were also kept in the ark, which 
was placed in the tabernacle (Exodus25:10-22; Hebras 9:4-5). 

Armageddon The place mentioned in Revelation 16:16; it is not certain whether the name refers to an 
ual place (“the hill of Megiddo”), or is used as a symbol. 

Artemb The Greek name of an ancient goddess of fertility, worshiped especially in Asia Minor. 
Ada A Roman province in the western part of what was later known as Asia Minor, and is today part 

of the country of Turkey. Besides the seven cities ofAsia listed in the bwk ofRevelation (I:4, 12; 2:I- 
3:22), other cities in the province mentioned in the New Testament are Colossae, Hierapofis, and 
Miletus. The capital of the provinee was Ephesus. 
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Atonement, Day of The most important of the Jewish holy days, when the High Priest would offer 
sacrifice for the sins of the people of Israel (Leviticus f6:29-34). It was held on the loth day of the 
month Tishri (around October 1). 

Augushur One of the titles of Gaius Octavius, who was Roman Emperor from 27 B.C. to A.D. 14 
(Luke 2:l). -3&: 
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Baal The name of the god worshiped by the ancient people of Canaan. 
Babylon The capital city of the ancient land of Babylonia, east of Palestine, on the rivers Tigrislarid 

Balaarn A native of Pethor, near the Euphrates river, who was asked by Balak, king of Moab, to curse 
Euphrates. In 1 Peter5:13 and Revelation the name Babylon probably refers to the city of Rome. ,- 

the people of Israel. Instead, Balaam obeyed God’s command and blessed Israel (Numbers 
24:25: Deuteronomy 23:3-6; Joshua 1392). 

to worship idols Wumbera 22:l - 24:25: Revelation 2:14. 
Balak The king of Moab, a country on the southeast side of the Dead Sea. He led the people of Israel 

Bastard A person born of parents who are not legally married. 
Beelzebd The name given to the Devil as the chief ofthe evil spirits. 
Bernice Sister of King Agrippa I1 (Acts 2513 - 26-32), 
Beryl A semiprecious stone, usually green or bluish green in color. 
Blasphemy An evil thing said against God. 
Breastplate Part of a soldier’s armor, made of leather or metal, which covered the breast, and some- 

Bder A small plant with thorns on its stems and branches. 
times the back, to protect him from the enemy’s attack. 

C 

W l  
Caeaar The title given to the Roman Emperor. 
Carnelian A semiprecious stone, usually red in color. 
Census The registration of citizens and their property, to determine how much tax they had to pay. 
Chalcedony A semiprecious stone, usually milkyor gray in color. 
CMst Originally a title, the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word “Messiah.” It means “the anointed 

one.” Jesus is called the Christ because he is the one whom God chose and sent as Savior and I p d .  
Cfnnamon The sweet-smelling inner bark of a certain tree, used as a spice on food. 
Circumcise To cut off the foreskin of a Jewish baby boy as a sign of God’s covenant with the people of 

Claudlw RomanEmperor A.D. 41-54 (Acts f1:28; f8:2). 
Convert A person who is converted, or turned, from one belief or faith to another. 
CouncU The supreme religious court of the Jews, composed of seventy leaders of the Jewish pgople 

Covenant The agreement that God made with Abraham (Genesis 17:f-8), and later with the pBople 

Cummln A small garden plant whose seeds are ground up and used for seasoning foods. 

Israel (Genesis 1 7:9-14). 

and presided over by the High Priest. 

of Israel (Deuteronomy 29:f0-15). 



WORD LIST 571 

D 

‘Dalmatia The southern half of the province of Illyricum. 
Dedicatlon, Feaatof The Jewish feast, lasting eight days, which celebrated the restoration and reded- 

ication of the altar in the Temple by the Jewish patriot Judas Maccabeus, in 165 B.C, The feast began 
on the 25th day of the month Chislev (around December IO), 

Deme To make dirty, impure. Certain foods and practices were prohibited by the Jewish Law because 
they were thought to make a person spiritually or ceremonially unclean, In this condition such a 
person could not take part in the public worship until he had performed certain rituals which would 
remove the defilement, 

, Demon An evil spirit with the power to harm people, that was regarded as a messenger and servant 
of the Devil. 

Descendant A person who is related by family line to someone who lived a long time before him. 
Dlh A small garden plant whose seeds are ground up and used for seasoning foods. 
Disciple A person who follows and learns from someone else. The word is used in the New Testament 

of the followers of John the Baptist and Paul; it is especially used of the followers of Jesus, particularly 
of the twelve apostles. 

Dough Flour mixed with water to be baked into bread. 
Dragon An imaginary beast, thought to be like a huge lizard. It is also called a serpent, and appears 

DrusUla Sister of King Agrippa I1 and wife ofthe Roman governor Felix (Acts24:24), 
in the Bible as a figure ofthe Devil (Revelation 12!3 - 13:4; 20:2-3). 

Eldera Three different groups in the New Testament are called elders: (1) in the Gospels, the elders 
are respected Jewish religious leaders, some pf whom were members of the supreme Council; (2) in 
Acts 11 - 21 and the Epistles, the elders are Christian church officers who had general responsibility 
for the work of the church (the author of 2 and 3 John identifies himself as “the Elder”); (3) in Revela- 
tion, the 24 elders are part of God’s court in heaven, perhaps as representatives of God’s people. 

EUjah The Old Testament prophet who was expected to appear to announce the coming ofthe Messiah 
(Malachi 4:5-6; Matthew 1 X9-13). 

Emerald A very valuable stone, green in color. 
Eplcurcm Those who followed the teaching of Epicurus (died 270 B.C.), who taught that happiness 

:i’ lis the highest good in life. 
‘Eplleptic A person who suffers from a nervous disease which causes convulsions and fainting. 
Eunuch A man who has been made physically incapable of having normal sexual relations. 

F 

Faet To go without food for a while as a religious duty. 
Felix The Roman governor of Judea A.D. 52-60, before whom Paul defended himself (Acts 23:24 - 
’ 24:27). 
Festua The Roman governor of Judea A.D. 60-62, before whom Paul defended himself and made 

his appeal to the Roman Emperor (Acts25:f - 26:32). 
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Foal The young of an animal of the horse family. 
Frankincense A valuable incense, suitable for a gift. 

G 

Gabriel One of God’s chief angels, who was sent to Zechariah, father of John the Baptist (Zuke 1:Il- 
20), and to Mary, mother of Jesus (Luke 1:26.38). 

Galatla A Roman province in the eastern part of what was later known as Asia Minor, and is today 
part of the country of Turkey. The cities of Antioch of Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe were in 
the province of Galatia. 

Gall A very bitter liquid made from a certain plant. 
Gallio The Rdman governor of Greece A.D. 51-52 (Acts 18:12-17). 
Gemallel One of the greatest Jewish teachers, a member of the supreme Council of the Jews (Acts 

5:34-401, who had been Paul’s teacher (Acts22:3). 
Generation The average period, about 30 years in length, from the time a man becomes an adult to 

the time his son becomes an adult. 
Genneaaret Another name for LakeGalilee (Luke5:l). 
Genae A person who is not a Jew. 
Gomorrah A city near the Dead Sea which God destroyed by tire because of the great wickedness of 

Greeee See Achaia. 
its people (Genesis 19:24-28). 

H 

Hades The Greek name, in the New Testament, for the world of the dead; the same as She01 in the 

Hemes 
Herod (1) Herod the Great (Matthew 2:l-22; Luke 1:5) was king of all the country of the Jews 374 

Old Testament. 
The name of a Greek God, who served as messenger of the gods. 1 in 

B.C. He was responsible for the killing of the baby boys in Bethlehem soon after J 
Herod (whose full name was Herod Antipas) was ruler of Galilee 4 B.C. - A.D. 39 
Mark 6:14-27: Luke 3:1, 19-20; 9:7-9: 13:31; 23.4-12; Acts 4:2X 13:1), He was 
Great, and although called a king (Mark 6:14), he was not a king as his father had been. He )vas 
responsible for the death of John the Baptist. (3) Herod (whose full name was Herod Agrippa 
ruler of all the land ofthe Jews, with the title of king, A.D. 41-44 (Acts 12:l-23). He was grand 
Herod the Great. He put the apostle James to death and arrested Peter. 

Herodha The wife of Herod Antipas, ruler of Galilee. Before marrying Herod she had been the wife 
of his half-brother Philip (Matthew 14:3-12; Mark 6:17-28; Luke 3:19). 

Herod’s party A political party composed of Jews who favored one of the descendants of Herod the 
Great to rule over them instead of the Roman governor. 

EUgh Priest The Priest who occupied the highest office in the Jewish priestly system and was president 
of the supreme Council of the Jews. Once a year (on the Day of Atonement) he would enter the holiest 
part of the Temple and offer sacrifice for himself and for the sins of the people of Israel. 

Homosexual A man who has sexual relations with another man. 
Hyssop A small bushy plant, used in ceremonies of sprinkling. 



WORD LIST 573 

I 

Rlflcnm A province on the coast of the Adriatic Sea, north of the province of Macedonia, in what 
is now Yugoslavia. 

Jncense Material which is burned in order to produce B pleasant smell. 
Inq A house where travelers can buy food and lodging. 

\‘ ’ J 
I 

Jssper A semiprecious stone of varying colors. The jasper mentioned in the Bible was probably green. 
Jeaae The father o f  King David, one of the ancestors of Jesus (Mafthew 1:5~6; Act8 13:22; Romans 
15:12). 

K 

Kingdom of God, Kingdom of heaven The titles used to describe God’s ruling over the world as king. 
There is no difference between the two titles, both of which refer primarily to God’s possession and 
exercise of his power, not to a place or a time in history. Thi Kingdom is spoken of as being already 
present and also as coming in the future. 

L 

Lndy The recipient of2John (verses I, 3, probably a church, not an individual. Under this interpre- 
tation, her “children” (verses 1, 4 are the church members, and her “Sister” (verse 13) is also a 
church to which the writer belongs. 

I a w  The name the Jews applied to the first five books of the Old Testament, also called the books 
of Moses. Sometimes the name is also used in a more general sense ofthe whole Old Testament. 

Leper Someone suffering from a disease called leprosy. It is probable that in the Bible the word trans- 
lated “leprosy” had a wider range of meaning than it does now, and was used as the name of several 
other skin diseases as well. 

Levlte A member of the priestly tribe of Levi, who had the duty of helping in the services in theTemple 
(Numbers 3:1-13), 

@.quat A grasshopper, a winged insect extremely harmmful to plants; locusts fly in huge swarms and 
eat crops and other plants. 
Lot The nephew of Abraham who escaped with his daughters from the city of Sodom when it was 

destroyed by God. Lot’s wife, however, did not escape (Genesis 19:12-29; Luke 17:28-32; 2 Peter 

. 

2:6-8). 

M 

Macedunh A Roman province covering what is now the northern half of Greece. Its captial city was 
Thessalonica. Other cities in the province mentioned in the New Testament are Neapolis, Philippi, 
Amphipolis, Apollonia, and Berea. 
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Magdalene Mary Magdalene, a follower of Jesus, was one of those to whom Jesus appeared after he 
was raised from death (Mark 15.40-47: Luke 8:2; John ZO:l-l8). Her name indicates that she was 
born in Magdala, a town on the west side of Lake Galilee. 

Manna The food of the Israelites during their travels in the wilderness. It was small, white, and flaky, 
and looked like small seeds (Exodus 16:14-21; Numbers 11:7-9). 

Messiah The title (meaning “the anointed one”) given to the promised Savior whose coming was 
promised by the Hebrew prophets: the same as “Christ.” 

Michael One of God’s chief angels Vude 9; Revelation 12: 7). 
Mht A small garden plant, whose leaves are used for seasoning foods. 
Moloch One of the gods of the ancient people of Canaan. 
Mustard A large plant which grows from a very small seed. The seeds may be ground into powder and 

used as spice on food. 
Myrrh The hardened sap of a tree, with a pleasant smell, and suitable for a gift (Matthew 211: Rev- 

elation 18:13). It served also as a medicine (Mark 15:23), and was also used by the Jews in preparing 
bodies for burial Vohn 19:39). 

N 

Nard A plant from which an expensive perfume was made. 
Nazarene Someone from the town of Nazareth. The name was used as a title for Jesus, and also as a 

name for the early Christians CQcts 24:s. 
Nlcoldtana A group referred to in Revelation 2 6 ,  15 whose teachings and actions are condemned. 

They apparently practiced idolatry and immorality, but nothing definite is known as to when, where, 
and by whom the group was started. 
Nheveh The ancient capital of Assyria, on the east side of the river Tigris, where the prophet Jonah 

Noah The Old Testament patriarch who built an ark in which he, his family, and the animals were 
preached Vonah3:1-10; Luke11:30, 32). 

saved from the flood that God sent on the earth (Genesis 6:5 - 9:28). 

Omega The last letter of the Greek alphabet. The expression “I am the Alpha and the Omega” @& 

Onyx A semiprecious stone of varying colors. 
Outcasts In the Gospels this name, which in many translations appears as “sinners,” refers to those 

Jews who did not obey all the rules laid down by the religious leaders. The Pharisees were especially 
strict about foods that should not be eaten and about relationships with people who were not J e k  
The leziders of the Jews despised these people and condemned Jesus for associating with them (Mark 
2:15-17; Luke R34; 15:l-2). * 

elation 1:8; 21:6; 2213) means “I am the first and the last.” 

P 

P d l e  A story used by Jesus to teach spiritual lessons. 
Paradise A name for heaven (Luke23.43; 2 Corinthians 123). 
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Prralg.He Someone who suffers from a disease that prevents h~ from moving part or all of his body, 
Parchment The skin of an animal, usually a sheep or a goat, which was prepared to be written on. 
Plusover, F w t  of The Jewish feast, on the 14th day of the month Nisan (around April l), which 

celebrated the deliverance of the ancient Hebrews from their captivity in Egypt, The angel of death 
killed the firstborn in the Egyptian homes but “passed over” the Hebrew homes (Exodus 12:23.27). 

PaMnrchr The famous ancestors of the Jewish race, such as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, with whom 
God made his covenants. 

Pentemat, Day of The Jewish feast of wheat harvest, on the 6th day of the month Sivan (around May 
20). The name Pentecost (meaning “fiftieth”) comes from the fact that the feast was held 50 days 
after Passover I 

Pervert One who commits unnatural sexual ads. 
Pharaoh. The title of the kings of ancient Egypt. Two different kings of Egypt are mentioned in the 

New Testament: the one who ruled during the time of Joseph, the son of Jacob (Aots 7;10.13; Genesis 
40:l . 50:26), and the one who ruled during the time of Moses (Acts 7:21; Romans 9:17; Hebrews 

Pharlaeea A Jewish religious party. They were strict in obeying the Law of Moses and other regulations 

Pllate Pontius Pdate was the Roman governor of Judea, Samaria, and Idumea, A.D. 26-36 (Murk 

Potter A man who makes pots and other vessels out of clay. 
Preparation, Day of The sixth day of the week, on which the Jews made the required preparations to 

observe the Sabbath day. 
Prophet A man who proclaims God’s message to men. (1) The term usually refers to the Old Testa- 

ment prophets (Mutthew 5:12, 1E 13:17), such as Isaiah (Matthew 3:3), Jeremiah (Matthew 2:17), 
Jonah (Mutthew 12:39), Daniel (Matthew 24:15), and Joel (Acts 2:16). (2) The term also refers to 
prophets in the Church (Acts 13:l; 1 Corinthians 12:28-29; Ephesians 4 : l l ) .  (3) The term is applied 
also to John the Baptist (Matthewll:9; 14:s; Luke 1:76), and to Jesus (Matthew21:ll, 46; Luke R14; 
24:19; John 9:17). (4) “The Prophet” promised by Moses was expected to appear and announce the 
coming of the Messiah (Deuteronomy 18:15, 18: John 6:14: 7:40; Acts 3:22-23). 

11:24: Exodus 1:8-14:31). 

which had been added to it through the centuries. 

15:1-15: Luke3:l: Acts3:13: 1 Timothy6:13). 

h e  To cut the branches off a fruit tree in order to make it bear more and better fruit. 

Quartz A semiprecious stone ofvarying colors, usually white. 

R 

Raib1 A Hebrew word which means “my teacher.” 
Rephan The name of an ancient god that was worshiped as the ruler of the planet Saturn. 
Rltaal An established form for conducting a religious service. 
Rue A small garden plant whose leaves are used for seasoning foods. 

S 

Sabbath The seventh day of the Jewish week, the holy day on which no work was permitted. 
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Sdduceu A small Jewish religious par&, composed largely of priests. They based their belie& pri- 
marily on the fmt five books of the Old Testament, and so differed in several matters of belief and 
practice from the larger parQ of the Pharisees. 

S.muitan A native of Samaria, the province between Judea and Galilee. There was much baked 
between the Jews and the Samaritans, because of differences in politics, race, cust 
Sanctupry A building dedicated to the worship of God. Sometimes the word may refer to the c 

Sapphlm A very valuable stoae, usually blue in color. 
Sad (1) The fist  king of Israel (1 Samuel13 -31; Act$13:21); (2) the Hebrew name 

Scorpbn A small creature, which has eight legs and a long tail with a poisonous sting. It can i 
verypainful, and sometimes fatal, wound. 

Scrlptwes In the New Testament the word refers to the collected body of Jewish sacred 
known to us as the Old Testament. Various names are used: the Law (or the Law of Moses 
prophets (Matthew 5 1  7; 7:12; Luke 2:22; 24:44; Acts 13:15; 28:23); the Holy Scriptures 
1:2; 2 Timothy3:lS); the old covenant (2 Corinthians 3:14). The singular “scripture” refers to a single 
passage of the Old Testament. 

place of worship, and not to the whole building. 

(Acts 7:58; 8:l. 3; 9:l-30; 11:25-30; 12:25; 13:l-9). 

S&ant A name given to the dragon, which appears in the Bible ns a figure of the Devil (Revelation 
12:3-17; 20:2-3). 

Shmpfold An enclosure where sheep were kept, usually at night, to protect them from wild ani& 

Shepherd A man, or boy, who takes care of sheep. 
Slckle A tool consisting of a curved metal blade and a wooden handle, used for cutting wheat and 

Sodom A city.near the Dead Sea which God destroyed by f i e  because of the great wickedness of its 

sdomon’a P o d  A covered court on the east side of the Temple in Jerusalem. 
Son of Ihrid A title which the Jews used of the expected Messiah as the descendant and s u m o r  
of King David. 

Son of MNI The title used by Jesus to refer to himself as the one chosen by God to be the Savior (Mark 
10:45). As used by Jesus, this title emphasized both his present lowly condition (Mar& 8:3l; Lu&e9:58) 
and his future glory (Matthew25:31; Mar&8:38). 

and thieves. 

other crops. 

people (Genesis 19:24-28). 

Spke One of several pleasant-smelling vegetable products which were used by the Jews in pceparjqs 
bodies for burial. 

Stolm Those who followed the teachings of the philosopher Zen0 (died 265 B.C.), who taught &at 

Sulfur A yellow substance which bums with great heat and produces an unpleasant smell. 
Spmgogue The place where Jews met every Sabbath day for their public worship; it was also used as 

happiness is to be found in being free from pleasure and pain. 

a social center and as a school for Jewish children during week days. I ,J 
7 “ . U  

- 8 ’  T 

Tabernacle A large tent-l ie construction, described in detail in Exodus 26. where God had his dwell- 
ing among his people. 

Tabernaclm, Fend of The Jewish feast, lasting eight days, which in New Testament times celebrated 
the time when the ancient Hebrews lived in tents during their travels through the wilderness. In Old 
Testament times it was also known as the Feast of Ingathering (Exodus 23:16; Leviticus 23:33-43). 
The feast began on the 15th day of the month Tishri (around October 6). - 5  



WORD LIST 577 

Teclehen of the Law Men who taught and interpreted the teachings of the Old Testament, especially 
the first five books, 

Ttamt A man who raises crops on land owned by someone else, and turns over a large part of the 
harvest to the owner to pay for the use of his land. 

Ten Town8 A group of ten Gentile towns, most of which were to the east and southeast of Lake Galilee. 
l l ~ & p h l l ~  The one to whom the Gospel ofLuke and the book ofActs (Luke 1:l; Acts 1;I) are dedi- 

cated, Nothing i s  known about him, and it is not certain that he is a real person; the name means 
“God’s friend,” and may designate the Christian readers of the books. 
’NW Another name of Lake Galilee Vohn 6:l; 2f: l ) .  The town of Tiberias Wohn 6 9 3 )  was on the 
west side of Lake Galilee. 

Dberlol Roman Emperor A.D. 14-37. It was in the 15th year of his rule (about A.D. 29) that John the 
Baptist began his work (Luke3;l). 

Topaz A semiprecious stone, usually yellow in color. 
lhrqnolse A semiprecious stone, blue or bluish green in color. 

U 

Ude+vtaed Bred, Fed of The Jewish feast, lasting seven days after Passover, which also celebrated 
the deliverance of the ancient Hebrews from Egypt, The name came from the practice of not using 
leaven (or yeast) in making bread during that week (Exodus 1214-20). It was held from the 15th to 
the 22nd day ofthe month Nisan (around the first week of April). 

V 

Vow A strong declaration, or promise, usually made while calling upon God to punish the speaker 
if the statement is not true or the promise is not kept. 

W 

w i q  mhovd A tool like a shovel, or large fork, used to separate the wheat from the chaff. 
th Flowers or leaves arranged in a circle, to be placed on a person’s head. In ancient times a 

reath of leaves was the prize given to winners in athletic contests. 

Y 

A substance, also called leaven, which is added to flopr of wheat or barley to make it rise before 

Yoke A heavy bar of wood which is fitted over the necks of two oxen in order for them to pull a plow or 
being baked into bread. 

a cart, The word is used figuratively to describe the lessons that a teacher passes on to his pupils. 

2 
2 

Zed The name of the supreme god of the Greeks. 
Uon The name of a hill in the city of Jerusalem; the name is often used to mean Jerusalem itself. 


