
STUDIES IN SAMUEL 
AN OUTLINE FIRST SAMUEL 

I, The Judgeship of Samuel, 1 : 1-1 2 : 2 5 ,  
1, The Birth and Infancy of Samuel, 1:1-2:11, 

a. Samuel’s simple surroundings. 1 : 1-8 
b, Hannah’s prayer. 1 :9-18 
c,  Samuel’s birth. 1 : 19-23 
d, Samuel presented to the Lord, 1 :24-28 
e, Hannah’s song. 2: 1-1 1 

2. The Childhood of Samuel, 2 : 12-3 : 2 1. 
a. Eli’s sinful sons. 2:12-17 
b. Samuel’s service in the tabernacle. 2 : 18 -26 
c, Prophecy against Eli’s wicked sons. 2:27-35 
d. Samuel’s call. 3 : 1-10 
e. Doom pronounced on Eli’s house. 3 : 1 1-14 
f .  Samuel established as a prophet, 3 : 15-21 

3. Loss of the Ark and End of Eli’s House, 4:l-22. 
a. The loss of the  Ark. 4; 1-1 1 
b. Death of Eli. 4:12-18 
c ,  Sadness in Israel. 4:19-22 

4. The Captivity of the Ark, 5 : 1-7: 17. 
a. The Ark in t h e  temple of Dagon. 5 : 1-6 
b. The Ark in Gath. 5:7-9 
c ,  The Ark in Ekron. 5 : 10-1 2 
d, The decision to return the Ark. 6: 1-9 
e, The Ark returned. 6:lO-18 
f .  The men of Beth-shemesh smitten. 6:19-21 
g. The Ark in the house of Abinadab. 7:1, 2 
h. Israel purged at Mizpeh. 7:3-8 
i. Israel delivered under Samuel. 7:9-17 

5 .  The Installation of Israel’s First King, 8 : 1-1 0 :27. 
a, The people ask for a king. 8 : 1 - 5  
b. The Lord instructs Samuel. 8 : 6-9 
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c. Samuel describes a king. 8:lO-18 
d. The people persist. 8 : 19-22 
e. Saul’s search for his father’s asses. 9:1-5 
f .  Saul seeks the seer. 9 : 6- 10 
g. Samuel and Saul meet. 9:11-21 
h. Samuel honors Saul. 9:22-27 
i. Saul anointed by Samuel. 10 : 1-8  
j. Saul among the prophets. 10:9-16 
k. Saul acclaimed by the people. 10:17-27 

12:25. 
a. Jabesh-gilead attacked. 11 : 1-3 
b. Jabesh-gilead delivered. 1 1  :4-11 
c. The kingship of Saul renewed. 11:12-25 
d. Samuel reviews his career. 12:I- j  
e. Israel’s history reviewed. 12 : 6-1 5 
f .  Samuel rebukes the people. 12 : 16-2 5 

6. Samuel’s Retirement from the Judgeship, 11 : 1- 

11. The Reign of Saul, 1 3  : 1-3 1 : 13. 
1. The Early Days of Saul’s Reign, 13:l-14:52. 

a. Saul’s campaign against the Philistines. 1 3  : 1-4 
b. The counter-attack of the Philistines. 1 3  : 5-7 
c. Saul’s presumptuous sacrifice. 13 :8-10 
d. Samuel’s rebuke of Saul. 1 3  : 1 1  -1 6 
e. The battle pitched. 1 3  : 17-23 
f ,  Jonathan’s surprise attack on the Philistines. 

g. Saul’s ill-advised oath. 14:24-46 
h. Saul’s other battles and his family. 14:47-52 

2. The Lord’s Rejection of Saul, 15:1-35. 
a. Saul sent against the Amalekites. l J : l - 6  
b. Saul’s incomplete obedience. 15 :7-9 
c. Samuel delivers the Lord’s message of condemna- 

d. Samuel and Saul parted permanently. 15:24-31 

14:1-23 

tion. 15:lO-23 
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3 ,  David chosen as Saul’s successor, 16:l-23. 

a, Samuel goes to Bethlehem. 16: 1-5 
b, Samuel anoints David. 16:7-13 
c. Saul seeks a musician. 16:14-23 

4, David’s meeting with Goliath, 17:l-58. 
a. Goliath’s challenge. 17: 1-1 1 
b. David hears of Goliath’s challenge, 17: 12-27 
c, Saul sends David to meet  Goliath. 17:28-37 
d. David slays Goliath. 17:38-54 
e. Saul inquires about David’s background. 17: 5 5-58 

5 .  Saul’s Reception of David into his Court, 18: l -30 .  
a. David’s covenant with Jonathan. 18  : 1-4 
b. Saul’s jealousy of David. 18 : 5 -9 
c. David driven out of Saul’s court. 18:lO-16 
d. David the king’s son-in-law. 1 8  : 17-3 0 

6. David’s Final Flight from Saul’s Court, 19: 1-24. 
a. Jonathan intercedes for David. 19 : 1-7 
b. David driven out a second time. 19:8-17 
c. David with Samuel. 19:18-24 

7. David’s Farewell to Jonathan, 20: 1-42. 
a. David’s appeal to Jonathan. 20: 1-1 0 
b, Jonathan’s plan. 2 0 : 1 1-2 3 
c. Saul’s attack on Jonathan and David. 20:24-34 
d, David’s and Jonathan’s parting. 20:3 5-42 

8. David’s Flight to Gath, 2 1 : 1-1 5 .  
a. David a t  Noh 21:l-9 
b. David a t  Gath. 2l:l0-15 

9. Saul’s Reprisals against David and his Friends, 
22:1-23. 
a. The prophet Gad and David. 22:l-5 
6. Saul’s increasing jealousy. 22 : 6- 1 6 
c. Saul’s slaughter of the priests. 22:17-23 
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a. Abiathar, the priest, with David. 23:l-6 
b. David’s and Jonathan’s meeting. 23 :7-18 
c. Saul’s pursuit of David. 23:19-29 

11. Saul’s Life Spared by David, 24:l-22. 
a. David spares Saul’s life. 24:l-7 
b. David pleads for his life. 24:8-15 
c. Saul accepts David’s plea. 24: 16-22 

12. David’s Continued Flight, 25 :1-26:25. 
a. The death of Samuel. 25 : 1 
b. Nabal’s shameful treatment of David. 25:2-13 
c. Abigail appeals t6 David. 25 : 14-38 
d. David’s wives. 25:39-44 
e. Saul pursues David again. 26:l-5 
f. David again spares Saul. 26:6-20 
g. Saul again repents. 26:21-25 

a. David again in Gath. 27: 1-7 
b. David’s pretended campaign against Judah. 

10. Saul’s Pursuit of David to Keilah, 23:l-29. 

13. David’s Second Flight to Gath, 27:l-12. 

27: 8-12 
14. Preparations for Saul’s Last Battle, 28:l-29:ll. 

a. David with Achish in battle. 28 : 1 , 2 
b. Saul forsaken by God. 28:3-6 
c. Saul seeks the witch of En-dor. 28:7-14 
d. Samuel’s appearance. 2 8 : 1 5 -2 5 
e. David challenged by the lords of the Philistines. 

f .  David departs from Achish. 29:8-11 
1 5 .  David’s Return to Ziklag, 30: 1-31. 

a. David’s camp looted. 3O:l-6 
b. David’s pursuit of his enemies. 30:7-20 
c. David’s goodwill towards Judah. 3 0 : 2 1 - 3 1 

a. Saul’s death. 3 1 : 1-6 
b. Saul’s burial. 3 1 :7-13 
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29:1-7 

16. Saul’s Last Battle, 31: l -13 .  


