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C H A P T E R  4 

A. !Po the Ci$y of Samaria 
(Study 8:5-25) 

P h i l i p ,  one of t h e  seven of Acts 6:3-6, i s  no 
longer  needed t o  see about t h e  Jerusa lem Grecian wid- 
ows' d a i l y  needs.  H e  i s  one of t h e  re fugees  who g i v e  
up t h e i r  Jerusalem homes and f l e e  t o  o t h e r  places. Be- 
cause of t h e  e v a n g e l i s t i c  work he i s  now beginning,  he 
w i l l  be known as "Phi l ip  t h e  e v a n g e l i s t "  (Acts 2 1 : 8 ) .  

H i s  f i r s t  f i e l d  of l a b o r  i n  t h i s  new r o l e  i s  t h e  
c i t y  of Samaria. King O m r i  of t h e  Northern Kingdom 
purchased t h i s  g r e a t  h i l l  from a man Shemer and named 
t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  he  b u i l t  on i t  a f t e r  Shemer ( I  Kings 
1 6 : 2 3 , 2 4 ) .  It remained an important  c i t y  u n t i l  de- 
s t royed by  t h e  Assyrians i n  721  B . C .  when t h e  Northern 
Kingdom f e l l .  Today when you v i s i t  t h e  s i te  of Sa- 
maria, t h e  p r i n c i p a l  r u i n s  you see belong t o  Herod t h e  
Great's c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( t h e  c i t y  t h a t  P h i l i p  goes t o ) ,  

Why i s  he going t o  Samaria when t h e  J e w s  have no 
clealings wi th  Samaritans (John 4 : 9 ) ?  And why no spe- 
c i a l  c a l l  of P h i l i p  t o  go t h e r e  and no bapt ism of t h e  
Iloly S p i r i t  on t h e  Samaritans t o  convince P h i l i p  they  
a r e  t o  be evangel ized? Probably because of  J e s u s '  two- 
day s top  i n  Samaria (John 4 ) ,  coupled w i t h  H i s  commis- 
sion-words i n  Acts 1:8. 

It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  Luke 's  summary of P h i l -  
i p ' s  preaching: he preaches "Chris t"  a t  Samaria (v .  
5)  ; t h e  Samari tans  b e l i e v e  P h i l i p  preaching " the  king-  
dom of God and t h e  name of J e s u s  Chr is t "  (v .  12) ; and 
he  preaches ' 'Jesus" t o  t h e  E t h i o p i h  (v. 35 ) .  . A l l  
t hese  are synonymous wi th  preaching the gospe l  (Mark 
1 6 :  15) 

Miat a city-wide recepti.on i s  g ivep  t h e  gospe l  i n  
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Samaria (v.  6)!  The miracles h e  performs have much t o  
do wi th  t h e i r  r e c e i v i n g  him as a d i v i n e  messenger (v. 
6,7) .  This  i s  God's purpose i n  g i v i n g  H i s  o r i g i n a l  
messengers miracle-power (Mark 16:20; Heb. 2 : 3 , 4 ;  Acts 
1 4 : 3 ) .  P h i l i p  is  t h e  second person i n  Acts t o  perform 
miracles who i s  no t  an a p o s t l e ,  Stephen being t h e  
f i r s t .  Want an easy way t o  remember where t o  f i n d  
t h e i r  m i r a c l e  r e p o r t s ?  Stephen i s  t h e  f i r s t  (Acts 6:  
8 ) ;  P h i l i p  i s  t h e  second (Acts 8:6).  P h i l i p ' s  coming 
b r i n g s  g r e a t  j o y  t o  t h e  c i t y  (v .  8), reminiscent  of 
g r e a t  revival meetings t h a t  once a f f e c t e d  whole com- 
muni t ies  i n  our  own land.  

T i m e  ou t  t o  t e l l  you about t h e  s o r c e r e r  Simon (v.  
9-13). H e  h a s  "bewitched" (Greek means "astonished" o r  
"amazed") them wi th  h i s  s o r c e r i e s .  H e  poses as "some 
g r e a t  one", and from t h e  least  c i t i z e n  t o  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
they  f a l l  f o r  i t .  H i s  s o r c e r i e s  convince them he  i s  
t h e  "grea t  power of God", and t h i s  s p e l l  has  been over  
them f o r  y e a r s .  

But t h e  miracles of P h i l i p  are t h e  "great  power 
of God", and they see t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  and l i s t e n  t o  
him. They b e l i e v e  and are bapt ized ,  t h e  normal r e p o r t  
i n  Acts f o r  those  accept ing C h r i s t ,  Preachers  i n  Acts 
a l l  r e s p e c t  C h r i s t ' s  plan i n  Mark 16:16 .  Mention i s  
made t h a t  t h e s e  being bapt ized are "men and women". 
Why n o t  i n f a n t s  a l s o  as is r e g u l a r l y  p r a c t i c e d  i n  Ro- 
man Cathol ic ism and i n  many l a r g e  P r o t e s t a n t  churches? 
Because t h e  New Testament i n  no way teaches i n f a n t  
baptism. 

And guess who i s  a l s o  bapt ized?  Simon (v. 13)! 
Having fooled  t h e  people so long wi th  h i s  sorcery-  
t r i c k s ,  he  i s  amazed a t  t h e  real miracles performed by 
P h i l i p  (v. 13). 

Word of P h i l i p ' s  g r e a t  success i n  Samaria reaches 
t h e  a p o s t l e s  a t  Jerusalem (v.  1 4 ) .  God w i l l  soon ca l l  
P h i l i p  away from Samaria t o  preach t o  t h e  Ethiopian 
( l a t e r  i n  t h e  c h a p t e r ) .  How can t h e s e  converts  c a r r y  
on as f o l l o w e r s  of Christ w i t h  no l e a d e r ,  and the New 
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Testament no t  w r i t t e n  as ye t?  The a p o s t l e s  P e t e r  and 
John a r e  d ispa tched  t o  Samaria t o  impar t  t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t  (v .  14-16) i n  t h e  measure needed i n  t h e i r  s i t -  
ua t ion ,  L e t  us real ize  these  conve r t s  have a l l  re- 
ceived the  indwell ing measure of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  when 
they were bap t i zed  as promised i n  Acts 2:38,39.  It i s  
important t o  no te  t h a t  when t h e  B ib le  t a l k s  i n  o t h e r  
p l aces  about t h e  Holy S p i r i t  being "poured out"  (Acts  
2:17,18) o r  "shed f o r t h "  (Acts 2:33) o r  "came on" 
(Acts 19:6)  o r  " f e l l  on" people (Acts 1 0 : 4 4 ;  Acts  11: 
1 5 ) ,  it i s  always a miraculous outpour ing .  So when o u r  
p re sen t  v e r s e  says ,  "As y e t  he was f a l l e n  upon none of 
them," i t  means they have not  r ece ived  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  
i n  a miraculous measure. The reason  they  have n o t  i s  
t h a t  t h i s  P h i l i p  i s  no t  an a p o s t l e ,  and only  a p o s t l e s  
are recorded as confer r ing  miraculous g i f t s .  T h i s  i s  
why Pe te r  and John come from Jerusalem. Simon sees i t  
i s  through t h e  l a y i n g  on of t h e i r  hands t h a t  t h e s e  
powers are confer red .  (Since Pau l  w a s  an  a p o s t l e ,  a t  
no t i m e  was i t  necessary  f o r  o t h e r  a p o s t l e s  t o  f o l l o w  
up h i s  work and l a y  hands on c e r t a i n  ones--Paul d i d  
t h i s  h imsel f ,  Acts  l 9 ;6 . )  A s  we s h a l l  see la te r ,  P e t e r  
passes through a l l  places where P h i l i p  preaches ,  e v i -  
den t ly  fo l lowing  up h i s  work i n  t h i s  necessa ry  way 
(Acts 8 : 4 0 ;  Acts 9 :32 f f ) .  

It i s  P e t e r  and John ' s  c o n f e r r i n g  t h e s e  s p i r i t -  
u a l  g i f t s  t h a t  p r e s e n t s  a tempta t ion  t o  Simon. H e  who 
has been t h e  f o r  a long  t i m e  aga in  wants  
t o  be the  supe r io r  person--the one who bestows t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  power. And he g e t s  h i s  wallet out  and o f f e r s  
money f o r  t h i s  power (v.  18,19). And from t h i s  ac t  we 
have our word "simony", def ined by Webster as " t r a f f i c  
i n  t h a t  which i s  sac red ;  spec i f . ,  t h e  crime of buying 
o r  s e l l i n g  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  preferment ."  There i s  no 
temptat ion on P e t e r ' s  p a r t  t o  accep t  t h e  money. In-  
s t e a d  he w i t h e r s  Simon with t h e s e  shocking words: "Thy 
money p e r i s h  wi th  thee. . .Thou h a s t  n e i t h e r  p a r t  nor  
l o t  i n  t h i s  matter., .Thy h e a r t  i s  n o t  r i g h t  i n  t h e  
s i g h t  of God ... Repent t h e r e f o r e  of t h i s  thy  wicked- 

"g rea t  one" 
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n e s s ,  and pray  God, i f  perhaps t h e  thought of t h i n e  
h e a r t  may be forgiven thee...Thou a r t  i n  t h e  g a l l  of 
b i t t e r n e s s ,  and i n  t h e  bond of i n i q u i t y "  (v. 20-23). 
Had Simon foreknown P e t e r ' s  r e a c t i o n ,  he would no t  be 
making t h i s  o f f e r .  H e  i s  greedy f o r  power and supposes 
P e t e r  w i l l  accept money. But t h e  scheme breaks down 
because he  does no t  understand that  God's g i f t s  are 
n o t  t o  be  purchased (v. 20) and t h a t  God's t r u e  ser- 
v a n t s  cannot be "bought off" .  

Some teach  t h a t  Simon w a s  never  converted ( h i s  
case d o e s n ' t  coincide w i t h  t h e i r  "once saved always 
saved" t e a c h i n g ) .  But v. 13 shows h e  b e l i e v e s  j u s t  as 
much as t h e  o t h e r s  (note  the word "also") and was bap- 
t i z e d  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r s .  I f  one h a s  smoked before  con- 
v e r s i o n ,  t h a t  w i l l  be h i s  temptat ion immediately a f t e r  
conversion.  I f  he  has  been a drunkard, dr inking w i l l  
be  an immediate temptation. Simon has been proud, and 
t h e  d e s i r e  t o  be  t h e  b i g  one r e t u r n s  a s  a post-conver- 
s i o n  temptat ion.  

H e  i s  n o t  t o l d  t o  be bapt ized .  That h a s  been done 
proper ly .  A s i n n i n g  Christian is  t o  "repent" and 
"pray". H e  is  t o  "confess" h i s  sins t o  t h e  One who i s  
f a i t h f u l  and j u s t  t o  f o r g i v e  and t o  cleanse him from 
a l l  s i n  (I John 1:9). Suppose Simon does n o t  repent ,  
does n o t  confess  h i s  s ins  t o  God, does n o t  pray f o r  
forg iveness .  H e  w i l l  be unforgiven, w i l l  cont inue i n  
t h e  g a l l  of b i t t e r n e s s  and i n i q u i t y ' s  bondage, h i s  
h e a r t  w i l l  n o t  be  r i g h t  wi th  God, h e  w i l l  have no p a r t  
i n  God's program, and he w i l l  p e r i s h .  Why raise t h i s  
ques t ion?  Because many b a c k s l i d e r s  today do no t  repent  
and g e t  r i g h t ,  and both they and we need t o  realize 
t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n  before  God. 

Notice too  t h a t  P e t e r  does n o t  d i s regard  the  con- 
d i t i o n  Simon i s  i n .  H e  doesn ' t  act  as i f  all is  w e l l  
when i t  i s n ' t .  A preacher i s  t o  "rebuke" a t  times (11. 
T i m .  4 : 2 , 3 ) ,  and h e r e  i s  a t i m e  f o r  i t .  P e t e r  does so 
i n  compliance w i t h  God's w i l l  f o r  a preacher and in  
r e s p e c t  t o  Simon's need. And how does Simon respond? 
Does h e  g e t  offended a t  P e t e r ' s  words? Does he  clam 
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up i n  h i s  s h e l l ?  Poes he say  t h i s  i s  j u s t  P e t e r ' s  
view of t h i n g s ?  No, he recognizes  P e t e r ' s  d i v i n e  
l e a d e r s h i p ,  accepts  h i s  statement of h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,  
and humbles h imsel f ,  saying,  "Pray ye  t o  t h e  Lord f o r  
m e ,  t h a t  none of t h e s e  t h i n g s  which y e  have spoken 
come upon me" (v ,  2 4 ) ,  From t h i s  we conclude t h a t  
Simon r e p e n t s  and prays.  I-Iis long-range f u t u r e ,  how 
ever, i s  d i f f e r e n t  i f  we can b e l i e v e  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  
and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  of some pos t -apos to l ic  C h r i s t i a n  
w r i t e r s .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  times of t h e  church t h e r e  w a s  
some "Simon" who was an arch-enemy of t h e  t r u t h  and 
one wi th  whom P e t e r  had a number of personal  confron-  
t a t i o n s ,  a l e a d e r  of an h e r e t i c a l  group, and i t  may 
have been t h i s  Simon o r  some o t h e r  Simon. J u s t i n  Mar- 
t y r s  I renaeus ,  and T e r t u l l i a n ,  among o t h e r s ,  i d e n t i f y  
t h a t  Simon wi th  t h i s  Simon of Samaria. I f  so ,  h i s  case 
i s  an example of t h e  church sometimes be ing  h u r t  later 
by one whom i t  has  converted only t o  have Sa tan  over- 
t u r n  him t o  do a d e s t r u c t i v e  work i n  t h e  church.  
Churcb people  usua l ly  a r e  B.P.O.E. ("Best People  On 
Earth") : however, some can be  t h e  "Biggest Problems on 
Earth"  . 

V .  25 shows they s t a y  i n  Samaria f o r  a t i m e  and 
preach.  T h i s  w i l l  s t r e n g t h e n  them i n  t h e  f a i t h  and 
f a i t h f u l n e s s .  This  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  as "confirming" i n  
Acts 14:22 and Acts 15 :41 ,  And on t h e i r  way back t o  
Jerusalem $ t h e y  preach i n  many Samaritan c i t i e s  (v. 
25) ,  t he  f i r s t - t i m e  hear ing  f o r  t h e s e  c i t i e s  u n l e s s  
some of t h e  o t h e r  ,Jerusalem refugees  have been t h e r e  
f i r s t .  

QUESTIONS: 1. Give background information on the 
city of Samaria. 2 .  Why is Philip willing to go to 
Samaria when normally the Jews have n0,deaZing.s with 
the Samaritans? 3. How does Luke summarize Philip's; 
preaching at Samaria? 
miracles affect success in Samaria? 
mon before conversion? 6. What measure -of the Holy 

4 .  In what ways do Philip's 
5. Tell about Si- 
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SpjyYit do Peter and John oonfer at SurnaPia? 
oass Simon's fLnancial of fe r  td Peter and ~h.a.t. oama 

7 r  Dig- 

out of i t .  1 ~ I j  .* 

It seems t o  t h i s  m i  l i p ' s  wdrk i f i  Sa- 
but  h i s  c a i l  t o  leave add 

t h e  Ethiopian i s  nut n a r t a t e d  u n t i l  
+ 26 so  as t o  make no break between the s o r c e r e r ' s  

conversion and h i s  run-in with P e t e r  and Johnc Having 
followGd h i s  case through v A  24 and the apostles '  re- 
t u r n - t f i p  i n  v c  25+ w e  are now back with P h i l i p  f o r  
h i s  next  miss ion ,  

The a n g e l i c  c a l l  t h a t  P h i l i p  r ece ives  (v, 26) and 
the  S p i r i t ' s  t e l l i n g  hitn the  man i n  t h e  c h a r i o t  i s  h i s  
next  ass (vi 29) are connected with h i s  being 
an i n s p i  Testament prophet ,  Siace gattiaria i s ' a n  
es t imated  f o r t y  miles no r th  of Jemaaife~, i s  ca l l -  
ing  P h i l i p  t o  head south even befoee t h e  Ethiopian 
l eaves  Jerusalem, Providence looks down on the whefe- 

t h e  
Jerusalem-G road a t  the  p r e c i s e  moment the  E th i -  

g by, Precis ion-t iming must be one of 
ies.  Do not  we who pray f o r  His guidance 

so  he does 
not  i n s i s t  on s t ay ing  with h i s  success  a t  Samaria, 
Rather  he is  encouraged by h i s  success  t h e r e  t o  go 
elsewhere--especial ly  a t  the  c a l l  of God (v, 2 6 , 2 7 ) .  
E t  w i l l  make no d i f f e rence  t o  him t h a t  he i s  c a l l e d  

a c f t y  t o  address  a l o n e  ind iv idua l  r i d i n g  
t h a t  he is  l i k e l y  a black man from 

pia"  means "burnt faces"  and i s  the  
P h i l i p  is God's man t o  

go anywhere and t o  preach t o  any person o r  group. As 
such he i s  much easier t o  d i r e c t  than  Jonah, Others  

r ia  concludes with v .  1 3 ,  
south  t o  teach  

and w i l l  have P h i l i p ' s  arr ival  a t  

count on i t? 
P h i l i p  i s  eager  t o  spread t h e  gospel ,  

south  of Egypt) ,  
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might n o t  be as w i l l i n g  t o  go t o  t h e  ha ted  Samaritans 
nor t o  t h i s  b lack  man, but  P h i l i p  shows no p r e j u d i c e  
i n  spreading t h e  gospel ,  This  may be  t r a c e a b l e  t o  h i s  
being a Grecian J e w  ("Philip" i s  a Greek name), a sec- 
ondary-Jew i n  t h e  eyes of t h e  Hebrew Jews. His w i l l -  
ingness t o  fo l low t h e  Lord 's  d e c i s i o n s  i s  a l s o  due t o  
h i s  being genuinely converted,  f o r  S a u l  of Tarsus  (a 
"Hebrew of  t h e  Hebrews,'! P h i l .  3:5) a f t e r  h i s  conver- 
s ion  became t h e  g r e a t  a p o s t l e  t o  t h e  Gentiles (Rom. 
11;13; Gal,  2 : 7 - 9 ) .  

Since he  h a s  been t o  Jerusa lem t o  worship (v. 
27), the Eth iopian  i s  e i t h e r  a J e w  o r  a prose ly te - -  
both Jews and p r o s e l y t e s  go t o  Jerusa lem t o  worship 
(Acts 2:lO).  I f  he  i s  a b lack  E t h i o p i a n ,  he  is a pros-  
e l y t e .  McGarvey f a v o r s  h i s  be ing  a J e w ,  observ ing  t h a t  
"it w a s  no t  uncommon f o r  Jews born and r e a r e d  i n  f o r -  
e ign  l a n d s  t o  a t t a i n  t o  eminent p o s i t i o n s  such as t h i s  
man enjoyed and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  department of f i -  
nance f o r  which they have always possessed n a t u r a l  
f i t n e s s . "  

McGarvey a l s o  observes ,  "His being  a eunuch de- 
barred him from t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of mingl ing i n  t h e  J e w -  
i s h  congregat ion,  o r  e n t e r i n g  t h e  Jewish  c o u r t  of t h e  
temple; bu t  i t  d i d  n o t  debar him from t h e  c o u r t  of t h e  
Gent i les ,  i n  which men of a l l  n a t i o n s ,  c l e a n  o r  un- 
c lean,  were a t  l i b e r t y  t o  worship." The above w a s  a n  
outgrowth of 'Deut. 2 3 : l .  

I n  Samaria P h i l i p  carries t h e  gospe l  t o  a duped 
people (deceived by Simon). Here he  i s  c a r r y i n g  i t  t o  
a prominent man who i s  i n  charge of a queen ' s  trea- 
sure .  ( I t  was custonary f o r  eunuchs t o  be  u t i l i z e d  
where c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  a queen was involved-- 
note  I1 Kings 9:30-32,) "Candace" i s  n o t  a woman's 
name but  t h e  t i t l e  worn by t h e  queens of E t h i o p i a  l i k e  
"Pharaoh" by t h e  k ings  of Egypt. 

A map w i l l  show t h a t  t h i s  man h a s  come a t  least 
600 miles from Eth iopia  t o  Jerusa lem and i s  now on h i s  
r e t u r n  t r i p  home, Can we doubt t h e  s i n c e r i t y  of t h i s  
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man as he makes a 1 ,200  m i l e  t r i p  i n  a c h a r i o t  t o  wor- 
s h i p  and i s  reading  from h i s  Old Testament. as he r i d e s  
home? God, who i s  not  w i l l i n g  t h a t  any should p e r i s h  
( I 1  P e t .  3: 9 )  and who w i l l  have a l l  men to  be saved 
and come t o  t h e  knohledge of t h e  t r u t h  (I T i m ,  2 : 4 ) ,  
i s  going t o  g i v e  t h i s  man a s p e c i a l  opportuni ty  t o  
hear  t h e  gospel  which he cannot hear  a t  home, And w e  
s h a l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h i s  honest seeker-after-God w i l l  re- 
spond t o  t h e  r i c h e s  of t h e  gospel  l i ke  t h e  man i n  t h e  
p a r a b l e  who came upon t r e a s u r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and s o l d  
a l l  he had t o  buy t h a t  f i e l d  (Matt. 1 3 : 4 4 ) .  Let  u s  
j o i n  P h i l i p  and t h i s  man, 

The S p i r i t  t e l l s  him t h i s  i s  t h e  prospect (v. 
2 9 ) .  P h i l i p  r u n s  t o  t h e  c h a r i o t  as t h e  man i s  read- 
i n g ,  and he  a s k s  him, "Understandest thou what thou 
r e a d e s t ? "  (v .  30) .  This  i s  what we c a l l  t h e  ''approach'' 
i n  personal  work, and P h i l i p  has  made a good approach 
by u s i n g  a n a t u r a l  set t ing--asking him i f  he under- 
s t a n d s  what he i s  reading.  Frankly t h e  man is  having 
t r o u b l e  wi th  t h e  passage and so  i s  happy t o  i n v i t e  t h e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n q u i r e r  t o  have a r i d e  and d iscuss  t h e  
passage (v .  31) .  

i n  t h e  Old Testament more 
than  any o t h e r s  t h a t  p red ic ted  t h e  c r u c i f i x i o n  of Je- 
s u s  (Psa.  22 and Isa. 5 3 ) .  The treasurer i s  reading 
t h e  l a t t e r  and wonders i f  t h e  author  I s a i a h ,  who h i s -  
t o r i c a l l y  s u f f e r e d  a v i o l e n t  dea th  under' King Manas- 
s eh ,  w a s  p r e d i c t i n g  h i s  own calamity o r  t h a t  of some- 
body else (v.  32,33).  I t  i s  good t h a t  he i s  not  merely 
"reading h i s  chapter  f o r  t h e  day" but  i s  r e a l l y  want- 
i n g  t o  know t h e  meaning of what he i s  reading. Since 
t h e  Isa. 53:7,8 readi-ng was p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  c r u c i f i x -  
i on ,  what an opportuni ty  f o r  P h i l i p  t o  begin a t  t h e  
same S c r i p t u r e  and preach unto him "Jesus" (v. 35): We 
have no way of knowing j u s t  how f a r  back i n  t h e  s t o r y  
of J e s u s  P h i l i p  went, but we are s u r e  nobody can 
ever receive a b e t t e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  than t h e  Ethiopian 
receives, And we know P h i l i p  carries t h e  presenta t ion  

There are two chapters  
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forward t o  C h r i s t ' s  giving t h e  Great Commission be- 
cause of t h e  man's ques t ion  about being bapt ized .  And 
aga in  t h e  t iming i s  p e r f e c t ,  f o r  a f t e r  l e a r n i n g  what 
he must do t o  accept  J e s u s ,  t h e y  come upon a c e r t a i n  
water ,  and when t h e  prospect  sees i t  he p o i n t s  t o  i t  
and a s k s ,  "See, h e r e  i s  water: what d o t h  h inder  me  t o  
be bapt ized?"  (v .  3 6 ) .  The "water" they come t o  de- 
pends on which r o u t e  from Jerusalem t o  Gaza the eunuch 
i s  t a k i n g ,  Because of t h e  word "deser t"  i n  v .  26 Boles 
th inks  i t  i s  "probably the  one by Ilebron which went 
through t h e  d e s e r t  h i l l s  of southern Judea" . P r e s e n t  
P a l e s t i n e  guides concur with t h i s  a s  they  show a l a r g e  
man-made s t o r a g e  pool  beside t h e  road from Jerusalem 
t o  Hebron as t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p l a c e  of t h i s  bapt ism,  
McGarvey th inks  i t  i s  t h e  g r e a t  paved Roman road be- 
tween Jerusalem and Gaza. I f  s o  t h e  "water" might: be 
the  brook i n  t h e  v a l l e y  of Elah,  ''a mountain stream 
which goes d r y  f lows wi th  a s t r o n g  
c u r r e n t  through t h e  win ter  and t h e  s p r i n g .  Such 
streams always wear out  p o o l s  h e r e  and t h e r e  very  
s u i t a b l e  f o r  bapt iz ing .  I f  t h e  c h a r i o t  had a l r e a d y  
crossed t h i s  stream when t h e  eunuch requested baptism, 
t h e r e  was another  i n  t h e  P h i l i s t i n e  P l a i n ,  now c a l l e d  
Wady e l  Hasy. . . a  perennial .  stream and s u i t a b l e  f o r  
b a p t i z i n g  a t  any season of t h e  yea r .  It i s  n o t  a t  a l l  
improbable, however, t h a t  t h e  r ea l  p l a c e  of t h e i r  bap- 
t i s m  was one of t h z  many a r t i f i c i a l  pools  w i t h  which 
t h e  country abounded a t  t h a t  t i m e  and t h e  r u i n s  of 
which are found i n  every sect5on.  The r a i n l e s s  season 
of seven months, wkich i s  experienced there every  
yea r ,  made i t  necessary when t h e  country was f i l l e d  
wi th  people and f l o c k s  and herds  t o  make e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
provis ion  of water f o r  s t o c k  and f o r  i r r i g a t i n g  t h e  
summer c rops ;  and no country w a s  ever s o  w e l l  suppl ied  
i n  t h i s  way as Judea" (McGarvey). 

Here i s  a case o f  a non-Christian ask ing  i f  h e  
can be bapt ized ,  n o t  t h e  gospel  workerJpleading wi th  
t h e  prospec t  t o  submit.  P h i l i p  knows t h i s  is  the man's 

i n  t h e  summer but  
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f i r s t  hear ing  of t h e  gospel  and wants t o  be su re  he 
r e a l l y  b e l i e v e s  Jesus  i s  t h e  C h r i s t ,  t h e  Son of God 
(v .  37) .  Ancient manuscripts d i f f e r  concerning t h e  
l a s t  p a r t  of v ,  37. A few inc lude  i t ,  but  most d o n ' t .  
I f  i t  was i n  Luke's o r i g i n a l  copy, i t  somehow got  l e f t  
o u t  i n  some of t h e  anc ien t  hand-writ ten copiesg and if 
i t  w a s  n o t  i n  h i s  o r i g i n a l  copy somebody somehow added 
i t .  Most t r a n s l a t i o n s  omit i t  o r  c a r r y  i t  i n  t h e  mar- 
g i n  because many more a n c i e n t  copies  l a c k  i t  than have 
i t .  Since Rom. 10:9,10; I T i m .  6:12;  and I1 Tim.  2:19 
teach  t h e  confession of f a i t h  as a p a r t  of one's sal- 
v a t i o n ,  i t s  presence h e r e  merely r e f l e c t s  t h e  prac- 
t i c e  of t h e  church of tak ing  a person ' s  confession 
b e f o r e  b a p t i z i n g  him. A s  we  read t h e  text up t o  t h i s  
s ta tement  and t h e  text fol lowing i t ,  we are s u r e  t h e  
Eth iopian  gave P h i l i p  some kind of assurance of h i s  
f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  whether Luke recorded i t  o r  n o t ,  

We are t o  confess  our f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  before  "men" 
(Matt. 10:32) .  Who i s  present  bes ides  P h i l i p  t o  hear  
t h e  E t h i o p i a n ' s  confession? A man of h i s  wealth and 
p o s i t i o n  i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  be  t r a v e l i n g  a lone ,  There 
w i l l  be c e r t a i n  servants  a long one of'whom i s  d r i v i n g  
t h e  c h a r i o t  and t o  whom he g i v e s  t h e  order  t o  s t o p  t h e  
c h a r i o t  f o r  t h e  baptism (v. 38) .  

That baptism i n  t h i s  d i spensa t ion  i s  "water" bap- 
t i s m ,  and t h a t  i t  i s  "immersion" could n o t  be clearer 
than  i n  t h e  Eth iopian ' s  case. "Water" is a l s o  mention- 
ed i n  connect ion with C o r n e l i u s ' s  baptism (Acts 10: 
4 7 ) .  And d o n ' t  f o r g e t  Heb. 10:22 ( ' 'bodies washed wi th  
pure  water") .  Since baptism i s  i n i t i a t o r y ,  "water" i n  
John 3 : s  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  act  of baptism. And j u s t  as 
s u r e l y  as men are t o  b a p t i z e  (Matt. 28:19), i t  w i l l  be 
"water" baptism, f o r  only C h r i s t  can b a p t i z e  with t h e  
Holy S p i r i t  (Matt. 3 :  11). P h i l i p  and t h e  t r e a s u r e r  
bo th  go down i n t o  t h e  water and a f t e r  t h e  baptism come 
up ou t  of i t  (v. 38,391, t h i n g s  they would n o t  be do- 
i n g  i f  the candida te  i s  being spr inkled  o r  poured. De- 
n o m i n a t i o n a l i s t s  b e l i t t l e  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of baptism, 
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but  conversion-reports  throughout Acts a lways  i n c l u d e  
i t ,  and here  t h e  preacher  i s  not  taken  away b e f o r e  t h e  
baptism has taken p l ace .  

The S p i r i t  who said,"Go near,  and j o i n  t h y s e l f  t o  
t h i s  char io t"  (v .  2 9 ) ,  now ca tches  P h i l i p  away so  t h e  
two men s e e  each o the r  no more. We a r e  l e f t  t o  wonder 

so suddenly terminates t h e i r  b r i e f  t i m e  t o -  
ge ther  arid they are fo rb idden  t h e  fY  normal God c o u r t e s i e s  of "goodbyes" . Poss ib ly  i n  t h i s  way 
the  Ethiopian r e a l i z e s  a l l  t h e  more t h a t  he has  been 
b lessed  with a d iv ine ly-sent  messenger, and t h e  m e s -  
sage brought t o  him i s  thus  confirmed as of God. So 
the  convert  goes on h i s  way r e j o i c i n g  (v .  39), t h e  
same as t h e  P h i l i p p i a n  j a i l e r  a f t e r  h i s  bap t i sm 
(Acts 16:33,34), We have no B i b l i c a l  in format ion  as 
t o  God's p rov i s ion  f o r  t h i s  man's f u t u r e  cont inuance  
and development i n  t h e  
f i d e n t  t h a t  H e  who has  begun a good work i n  him w i t h  
His conversion w i l l  c a r e  f o r  h i s  ca se  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  
(consider  P h i l .  1:6). Had t h e  S p i r i t  no t  caught  
P h i l i p  away, P h i l i p  might have f e l t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
teaching him t o  observe a l l  t h i n g s  fo l lowing  bap t i sm 
(Matt. 28:20) ,  But by t h e  S p i r i t ' s  sna t ch ing  P h i l i p  a- 
way and t o t a l l y  yemoving him from t h e  f u t u r e  of  t h e  E- 
t h i o p i a n ' s  case, i t  i s  no longer  P h i l i p ' s  j o b  t o  t e a c h  
him h i s  post-conversion r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  Thus, P h i l i p  
i s  f r e e  t o  begin e v a n g e l i s t i c  l a b o r s  e l sewhere ,  which 

i n  such a way t h a t  

I' 
0 
I 

C h r i s t i a n  l i f e ,  b u t  we are con- 

n h e  does i n  our next  s e c t i o n  of s tudy .  
U 

QUESTIONS: 2 .  Discuss the divine timing of Phil- 
n i p ' s  meeting with the Ethiopian. 2 .  Discuss the w i l -  

lingness of Phil ip  t o  go anywhere and preach t o  any- 
body. 
eunuch being e i ther  a Jew or a prose ly te .  ' dications do we have of his  s incer i ty?  5. Begin w i t l a  
what the Ethiopian was reading and show Ph i l ip ' s  pro- [ cedure. 6 .  Discuss the "water" where he was bapt ized.  

3. Discuss the poss ib i l i t y  of the Ethiopian 
4 .  What in- 

r i  
, I . I . . , .  , 



78 THE GREAT BOOK OF ACTS 8:40 

C, North To Caesarea 
(Study Acts 8 : 4 0 )  

There i s  more than meets t h e  eye i n  t h i s  s i n g l e  
verse. Baving been caught away from t h e  ehnuch, P h i l i p  
f i n d s  himself a t  Azotus ( t h e  former anc ien t  P h i l i s t i n e  
c i t y  Ashdod). Since we do n o t  know j u s t  where P h i l i p  
is  snatched away from t h e  eunuch, we cannot say how 
many m i l e s  t h i s  s t r a n g e  experience c a r r i e s  him t o  de- 
p o s i t  him a t  Azotus. Beginning a t  Azotus he  preaches 
h i s  way up t h e  c o a s t ,  preaching i n  t h e  c i t i e s  of the 
m a r i t i m e  p l a i n  u n t i l  he comes t o  Caesarea (check your 
map). We do no t  know what a l l  t h e s e  c i t ies  are, b u t  
l i k e l y  P h i l i p ' s  preaching accounts f o r  t h e  "sa in ts"  a t  
Lydda (Acts 9:32) as w e l l  a s  a c e r t a i n  "d isc ip le"  
Tabi tha  a t  Joppa (Acts 9:36) .  

Caesarea i s  t h e  c a p i t a l  of t h e  country s i n c e  t h e  
days of i t s  b u i l d e r  (Herod t h e  Great)  and is  on the  
Mediterranean c o a s t .  From t h i s  verse and from Acts 21: 
8 i t  appears  P h i l i p  rakes  t h i s  g r e a t  c i t y  h i s  home and 
t h e  center of h i s  f u t u r e  e v a n g e l i s t i c  e f f o r t s .  

QUESTIONS: 1. f i a t  was A,zotus called in the OZd 
Tes-tament? 2 .  What are some c i t i e s  where Philip 
preaches in going north? 3 .  Ffrere does PhiZip se t t l e?  
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C H A P T E R  5 

S g u I ' S  Journeys 

A .  To  Damascus 
(Study Acts 9:l-22) 

Having followed some of t h e  preaching i n  v a r i o u s  
p laces  that  r e s u l t e d  from t h e  p e r s e c u t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
Jerusalem church a f t e r  i t  was touched o f f  by t h e  s ton-  
ing  of Stephen, we now r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Jewish o f f i c i a l  
who consented t o  t h a t  s ton ing  (Acts 22:20) and a t  
whose fee t  t h e  s t o n e r s  l a i d  t h e i r  c l o a k s  (Acts 7:58), 
What has he  been doing s i n c e  then? Surpr i sed  that  S t e -  
phen's dea th  does no t  end t h e  church, S a u l  i s  stunned 
t h a t  t h e s e  f l e e i n g  are making b e l i e v e r s  i n  many pla-  
ces. Re i s  obsessed wi th  t h e  de te rmina t ion  t o  f i g h t  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  w i t h  a l l  wi th in  him, L i s t e n  t o  h i s  own 
words in l a t e r  l i f e  about h i s  p e r s e c u t i n g  ac t iv i t i e s :  
"Many of  t h e  s a i n t s  d i d  I shu t  up i n  p r i s o n ,  having 
received a u t h o r i t y  from t h e  ch ief  p r i e s t s ;  and when 
they were put t o  dea th ,  I gave my v o i c e  a g a i n s t  them. 
And I punished them o f t  i n  every synagogue, and com- 
p e l l e d  them t o  blaspheme; and be ing  exceedingly mad 
a g a i n s t  them, I persecuted them even unto s t r a n g e  c i t -  
ies" (Acts 26 :10 ,11 ) .  It  i s  while  h e  i s  p e r s e c u t i n g  
them even t o  s t r a n g e  c i t i e s  t h a t  he goes t o  t h e  h i g h  
p r i e s t  at: Jerusalem t o  g e t  le t ters  t o  t h e  synagogue 
r u l e r s  a t  Damascus au thor iz ing  him t o  arrest  any be- 
l i e v e r s  t h e r e  and br ing  them t o  Jerusalem t o  be  pun- 
ished ( v ,  1 , 2 ) ,  

I t  has  been a t r i p  of several days f o r  S a u l  and 
h i s  companions, A s  they  near  t h e  g r e a t  c i t y  of Damas- 
cus,  long-time c a p i t a l  of S y r i a  and s t i l l  one of t h e  
world 's  o l d e s t  e x i s t i n g  c i t i e s ,  something happens t h a t  
not  only changes t h i s  persecut ion-leader  bu t  t h e  whole 
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f o r t u n e s  of t h e  church t h a t  he  has  been seeking t o  
d e s t r o y .  Never h a s  t h e r e  been such a turn-about i n  a 
person and t h e  course of a l i f e  as w e  are about t o  
wi tness .  The church 's  g r e a t e s t  enemy i s  going t o  be- 
come t h e  church ' s  g r e a t e s t  preacher .  H i s  conversion 
and f u t u r e  service are so important tho? t h a t  number 
o f  a p o s t l e s  which has  been so long  f i x e d  it twelve now 
g i v e s  way t o  make room f o r  another  a p o s t l e  who w i l l  be 
c a l l e d  on t o  pen more books of t h e  New Testanent than 
a l l  t h e  o r i g i n a l  twelve a p o s t l e s  combined and whose 
work among t h e  G e n t i l e s  w i l l  be  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t  of 
C h r i s t i a n i t y  t o  surv ive  t h e  Mohammedan Conquest of t h e  
6 0 0 ' s  and t h e  Middle Ages and cont inue t o  t h i s  very  
day ! 

The whole change begins  when God s t e p s  i n  by 
sending such a b r i g h t  l i g h t  t h a t  even though i t  i s  
near noon i t  i s  much b r i g h t e r  than  the noon-day sun 
(Acts 26 :13) .  (From hero. on as we consider  t h i s  impor-. 
tank e v e n t ,  we w i l l  a l s o  use a d d i t i o n a l  thoughts and 
explana t ions  from Saul 's  own r e p o r t s  of i t  la te r  i n  
l i f e  as recorded i n  Acts 22:6-16 and Acts 26:13-L9.) 

A s  he and h i s  companions f a l l  t o  t h e  ground i n  
f r i g h t ,  Saul  hears  these words i n  Hebrew from some- 
where: "Saul,  Saul ,  why p e r s e c u t e s t  thou m e ? "  (v. 5 ) .  
Israel w a s  God's Old Testament people ,  and whoever 
touched them touched t h e  apple  of God's eye (Zech. 2: 
8 ) ,  s o  anybody persecut ing  t h e  church, l i k e  Saul,  i s  
i n  r e a l i t y  persecut ing  C h r i s t .  

H i s  response,  "Who a r t  thou, Lord?" (v. 5) shows 
@e i s  bewildered as t o  j u s t  who spoke. The Greek word 
t r a n s l a t e d  "Lord" s i g n i f i e s  one with a u t h o r i t y  and is  
used v a r i o u s l y  i n  t h e  New Testament (sometimes f o r  
God, sometimes f o r  r u l e r s ,  sometimes f o r  masters, 
e t c . ) .  S a u l ' s  use  of i t  h e r e  shows he i s  overpowered 
by and f e e l s  s u b j e c t  t o  whoever i s  speaking, and t h e  
v e r y  circumstances p r e v a i l i n g  cause him t o  th ink  i t  i s  
some heavenly Being addressing him. How stunned he  is  
when t h e  answer comes, "I a m  Jesus ( ' J e s u s  of Naza- 
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1 r e t h ,  ' Acts  22:8) whom thou pe r secu te s t "  (v,  5 ) .  Saul  
has always l i v e d  consc ien t ious ly  (Acts 23:1) even when 
persecut ing  those  be l iev ing  on J e s u s  (Acts 26:9,10). 

1 Now what i s  a conscient ious person t o  do who l e a r n s  h e  
1 has been so mistaken and wrong? Jesus' words. "It i s  

hard f o r  thee  t o  k i ck  a g a i n s t  t h e  p r i c k s  ( ' goad , '  
ASV), are s i g n i f i c a n t  (v ,  5 ) .  A s  an ox found it b e t t e r  

so Sa41 w i l l  f i n d  i t  hard t o  go a g a i n s t  t h e  goading of 
h i s  own conscience now demanding t h a t  he  make an 
about-face wi th  r e fe rence  t o  J e s u s  and h i s  pe r secu t ing  
e f f o r t s  o r  t he  goading by t h e  
convict ing power of the  Holy S p i r i t  t o  show H i s  d i s -  
p leasure  with h i s  persecut ing  course .  As always be fo re  
with S a u l ,  conscience wins o u t ,  and Luke a p t l y  de- 
s c r i b e s  h i s  double f e e l i n g s  ("trembling" and "as ton-  
ished") as he y i e l d i n g l y  asks ,  "Lord, what w i l t  thou 
have me t o  do?" (v.  6 ) .  We can understand h i s  f e a r  and 
a l s o  h i s  astonishment t h a t  J e s u s  i s  a c t u a l l y  t h e  One 
God s e n t  i n t o  t h e  world t o  be t h e  Messiah. Imagine the 
thoughts possessing h i s  mind i n  these  l i fe-changing 
moments b 

We are n o t  t o l d  a t  p r e c i s e l y  what moment J e s u s  
appears t o  him, but  t h a t  he is  given a v i s i o n  of J e s u s  
i s  apparent  from Acts 26:16; Acts 2 2 : 1 4 ;  and I Cor. 9:  - 
1. What b e t t e r  i n s t a n t  f o r  J e s u s  t o  mani fes t  Himself 
v i s i b l y  t o  Saul  than when Be says ,  "I a m  Je sus  of Naz- 

A l l  t he  group sees the  l i g h t ,  bu t  only Saul  sees 
Jesus .  A l l  hear  a sound, b u t  on ly  Saul  hea r s  a mes- 
sage.  ( In  v. 7 I would translate the  Greek "phonane" 
"sound" i n s t e a d  of "voice"--it can be t r a n s l a t e d  ei- 
t h e r ,  but "sound" keeps t h i s  v e r s e  from being i n  con<- 
f l i c t  with Acts 22:9). O r  as McGarvey observes ,  "It is  
common among a l l  c l a s s e s  of men t o  say ,  ' I  d i d  n o t  
hear ,  ' when they me@n they d i d  n o t  hear  t h e  words spo- 
ken through they d i d  hear  t h e  sound of t he  speake r ' s  [] voice ,"  We say ,  "I d i d n ' t  hear  you," when we mean, "I 

t o  obey h i s  master than k ick  a g a i n s t  h i s  sharp  goad, 

t h a t  God i s  g iv ing  him 

n 
1 a r e t h  whom thou persecutest!" 



82 THE GREAT BOOK OF ACTS 3:6,7 

d i d n ' t  understand what you sa id ."  
To become an  a p o s t l e  i t  i s  necessary f o r  Saul t o  

see t h e  C h r i s t  and be pe r sona l ly  c a l l e d  by H i m  (Acts 
22: 14,15) , which exp la ins  why t h o s e  wi th  h5m do not  
see J e s u s  (v.  7) and do no t  hea r  what He says t o  Saul 
( A c t s  2 2 : 9 ) .  The i r  see ing  t h e  b r i g h t  l i g h t  and hear ing  
t h e  sound (v. 7) though, are necessary t o  keep them 
from t h i n k i n g  Sau l  has "gone o f f  h i s  rocker" i n  inex- 
p l a i n a b l e  behavior .  They know something has  happened. 

Keep i n  mind we are s tudying  two matters i n  t h i s  
event :  (1) S a u l ' s  becoming a C h r i s t i a n ,  and (2) h i s  
becoming an a p o s t l e .  It is important  no t  t o  confuse 
t h e  elements  involved i n  h i s  becoming a C h r i s t i a n  with 
t h o s e  involved i n  h i s  becoming an  a p o s t l e .  Christ's 
appearance t o  him ''as of one born ou t  of due time" (I 
Cor. 15:8) i s  t h u s  explained t o  him by J e s u s  Himself: 
"I have appeared unto thee  f o r  t h i s  purpose, t o  make 
t h e e  a m i n i s t e r  and a wi tness  both of these  th ings  
which thou h a s t  seen,  and of those  th ings  i n  the  which 
I w i l l  appear  unto thee;  d e l i v e r i n g  thee  from the  peo- 
p l e ,  and from t h e  Gen t i l e s ,  unto whom now I send thee ,  
t o  open t h e i r  e y e s ,  and t o  t u r n  them from darkness t o  
l i g h t ,  and from t h e  power of Satan unto God, that they 
may r e c e i v e  forg iveness  of s ins ,  and inhe r i t ance  among 
them which are s a n c t i f i e d  by f a i t h  t h a t  is  i n  me" 

What i s  S a u l ' s  response going t o  be t o  a l l  t h i s ?  
H e  does but  i n  a l l  honesty 
and submission asks, "Lord" (and t h i s  t i m e  he w e l l  un- 
d e r s t a n d s  whom h e  i s  address ing  by t h i s  des igna t ion ) ,  
"what w i l t  thou have me t o  do?" (v. 6 ) .  Augustine s a i d  
i n  t h e  300's t h a t  t h e  conversion of Saul  is  t h e  answer 
t o  Stephen 's  p raye r ,  You can be s u r e  t h a t  o t h e r  perse- 
cuted d i s c i p l e s  have prayed f o r  Saul too ,  but d id  
t h e i r  f a i t h  r e a l l y  envis ion  what a l l  is happening? 

You expect  God t o  t e l l  Saul  what he i s  t o  do, but 
ever s i n c e  t h e  Great Commission t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  
committed t o  human beings,  so  Saul. is t o l d  t o  go i n t o  

( A c t s  26: 16-18) , 

n o t  k i c k  a g a i n s t  t he  goad 
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I 
I Damascus, and t h e r e  i t  w i l l '  be t o l d  him what t o  do (v, 
' 6 ) .  The g o s p e l  i s  t o  be borne i n  "earthen" vessels (IT - Cor. 4 :  7 ) ,  Saul  himself i s  t o  become such a "vessel" 
i (Acts 9: 15) Saul rises from t h e  ground, and since he 

( t h e i r  l eader )  i s  b l ind  ( A c t s  22:11), h i s  companions 
l ead  him i n t o  the  c i t y  (v. 8) t o  t h e  house of a man by 
t h e  name of Judas on S t r a i g h t  S t r e e t  (v. 12) .  Here w e  
a r e  l e f t  t o  wonderment as t o  Sau l ' v s  companions, t h e i r  
depar ture  from Saul ,  and t h e i r  r e p o r t  upon t h e i r  re- 
t u r n  t o  Jerusalem. 

A t  t h i s  t i m e  Saul  has  no knowledge of whether h i s  - '  bl indness  I s  permanent o r  temporary nor  who w i l l  come 
t o  t e l l  him what t o  do. Tliat which i s  dominating h i s  
whole being i s  remorse over h i s  pe r secu t ing  c a r e e r .  He 
i s  so  broken and undone t h a t  he r e f u s e s  e i t h e r  t o  eat 
o r  d r ink  (v. 9) and can on*ly c r y  ou t  t o  God i n  p raye r  
(v. 11). No doubt h i s  prayefs  of c o n t r i t i o n  are ask ing  
God over and over t o  fo rg ive  him, He  i s  doing what i s  
n a t u r a l  under t h e  circumstances--not something God h a s  
t o l d  him t o  do. People who use h i s  case as an  example 
of a l o s t  s inne r  praying f o r  fo rg iveness  should n o t e  
t h a t  h i s  praying is  completely vo lun ta ry ,  h i s  own re- 
sponse t o  h i s  g u i l t  (while' he  waits and w a i t s ) ,  and 
h i s  prayers  do not  acqui re  fo rg iveness  (see A c t s  22: 1 1 6 ) .  God can send His messenger immediately,  b u t  psy- 
cho log ica l ly  Saul  needs t o  ':fry i n  h i s  o m  f a t "  f o r  a- 
while  s o  he w i l l  never fo rge t  whar he  has  done and how 
merc i fu l  God i s  t o  fo rg ive  K i m .  And he doesn ' t  f o r g e t ,  
f o r  he f r equen t ly  r e f e r s  t o  this, later on ( t o  Jeru- 
salem, Acts 22:3-16; t o  Agxippa, Acts 26:9-19; t o  the 
Cor in th ians ,  I Cor. 15: 9,:lOl; and f t o  Timothy, I T i m .  1: 
13-16), of soul befo re  
God sends H i s  messenger of :mercy (v, 9 ) .  

I n  a v i s i o n  God appears,  t o  a Damascus d i s c i p l e  

Acts 22:12 (v, 10) .  He  i n s t r u c t s  Ananias t o  go t o  t h e  
praying Saul (v. ll), assu r ing  him Be has  given S a u l  a 
v i s i o n  of a man by h i s  very  name coming t o  him, l a y i n g  

c 

So it  i s  t h r e e . '  days ,of agony 

Ananias, a inan of e x c e l l e n t '  r e p o r t  among t h e  Jews-- 
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h i s  hand on him, and Gestor ing h i s  s i g h t  (v. 12) An- 
anias's r e p l y  i n  v. 13,14 no t  only shows h i s  hes i t ancy  
t o  go b u t  t h a t  t h e  Damascus d i s c i p l e s  are aware of 
S a u l ' s  t r i p  t o  t h e i r  c i t y  t o  pe r secu te  them. Ananias 
can ha rd ly  b e l i e v e  h i s  ears when he h e a r s  t h e  Lord 
say ,  m e s  
t o  bear  my name befoke" three groups: " the  Gentiles, 
and k ings ,  and t h e  c h i l d r e n  of Israel" (v.  15 ) .  Saul  
w i l l  become t h e  apost$e t o  t h e  Gen t i l e s  (Rom. 11:13)* 
spending much of h i s  m i n j s t r y  among them (Acts 15:12). 
We w i l l  preach t o  k ings  when h e  i s  a r r a igned  be fo re  
them (Acts 24:lO-21; Acts 24:24-26; A c t s  26:2-29), And 
w e  w i l l  see him i n  rany  synagogues of the J e w s  (Acts 
13:5; Acts L3:14ff; A c t s  14:l; Acts 17:17; Acts  18:4; 
Acts 19:8). 

The f irst  i n t i & t i o n  t h a t  Saul  himself w i l l  be 
g r e a t l y  persecuted  as he preaches t h e  gospel  i s  found 
i n  t h e  Lord ' s  f i n a l  words t o  Ananias: "I w i l l .  shew him 
how g r e a t  t h i n g s  he must s u f f e r  for my name's sake" 
(v. 1 6 ) .  That Saul  d id  so  s u f f e r  unbel ievable  s u f f e r -  
i n g s  dur ing  h i s  min i s t ry  i s  found in such r e p o r t s  as I 
Cor. 4:9-13; I1 Cor. 6:4,,5,8-10; I1 Cor. 11:23-28. 
A c t s  r e c o r d s  some of t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s :  Acts 13:45,50; 

"Go thy  way: f o r  he i s  a chosen vessel unto 

Acts 14:5,6;  Acts 14:19; A c t s  16:19-24; Acts 19:23-32; 
Acts 21~27-32;  Acts 22:22-24'. 

With t h e  Lord ' s  f u r t h e r  explana t ion  Ananias f e e l s  
more s u r e  as he makes h i s  way t o  t h e  des igna ted  house,  
The wa i t ing  Saul  is  g lad  f o r  h i s  coming. Ananias te l ls  
him he has  come f o r  two hurposes:  (1) t h a t  he might 
receive h i s  s i g h t  (Oh, what good news!); and (2) t h a t  
h e  might r e c e i v e  the  Holy S p i r i t .  Each is  connected 
wi th  something Ananias does f o r  Saul:  h i s  s i g h t  i s  re- 
s t o r e d  through t h e  impos i t ion  of h i s  hands (v. 12,17,  
18); i n  h i s  baptism Saul  r e c e i v e s  t h e  same indwel l ing  
Holy S p i r i t  t h a t  o t h e r s  have rece ived  (Acts 2:38,39). 
(Note--We are n o t  t o l d  j u s t  where o r  when Saul re- 
ceives t h e  a p o s t o l i c  measure of the Holy S p i r i t  t h a t  
impar t s  i n s p i r a t i o n  and miraculous power t o  him.) 
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Let us pause as we see him who i s  merely designed 
as a " c e r t a i n  d i s c i p l e "  (v. 10)  b a p t i z i n g  Saul  t o  ob- 
serve t h a t  any d i s c i p l e  of t h e  Lord may perform a bap- 
tism--not merely those who have been ordained t o  t h e  
minFstry a$ i n  denominational c i rc les .  May C h r i s t i a n s  
teach o t h e r s ?  Yes, Then they may a l s o  b a p t i z e ,  f o r  
those  who teach  o t h e r s  may also b a p t i z e  them (see 
Matt. 28: 19) . 

Because Ananias addresses  Saul  as "Brother Saul"  
(v. L7), some use  t h i s  as supposed proof: t h a t  S a u l  is 
a l ready  a C h r i s t i a n ,  But when P e t e r  addressed h i s  Jew- 
i s h  hearers  on Pentecost  as "Men and bre thren"  (Acts  
2:29),  were they  a l ready  converted t o  Jesus? No, they  
were h i s  Jewish bre thren  j u s t  as Saul  i s  Ananias ' s  
Jewish b ro the r .  Notice o ther  similar i n s t a n c e s :  Acts 
3:E7; Acts 7:2; Act5 15:26,38. 

Now n o t i c e  Ananias 's  words t o  S a u l  concerning h i s  
coming apos t lesh ip :  "The God of our  f a t h e r s  h a t h  cho- 
sen thee,  t h a t  thou shouldest  know h i s  w i l l ,  and see 
t h a t  J u s t  One, and shouldest  hear  t h e  v o i c e  of h i s  
mouth. For thou s h a l t  be h i s  witness unto  a l l  men of 
what thou h a s t  seen and heard'' (Acts 22:14,15).  And 
n o t i c e  h i s  words concerning t h e  f o r g i v e n e s s  of h i s  
s ins-- that  which Saul wanted so much: "Why tarriest 
thou? arise, and be bapt ized,  and wash away t h y  s ins ,  
c a l l i n g  on t h e  name of t h e  Lord" (Acts 22:16).  Numer- 
ous passages connect b e l i e v e r s '  baptism wi th  t h e  re- 
mission of p a s t  s i n s  (Mark 16:16; John 3:5; Acts 2:38; 
Acts 2:41; Rom. 6:3-5; Gal. 3:27; Co.1. 2:12; Heb. 10: 
22; I P e t .  3:20,21), but t h e  s e t t i n g  of Acts 22:16 
makes i t  one o f  t h e  most unanswerable by those  who 
wish t o  deny bapt ism's  p lace  i n  a c o n v e r t ' s  s a l v a t i o n .  
Saul  has  bel ieved,  repented,  h a s  even f a s t e d  and pray- 
ed, y e t  he i s  s t i l l  unforgiven p r i o r  t o  be ing  bap- 
t i z e d ,  Baptism i s  t h e  f i n a l  matter i n  New Testament 
conversion. 

Following h i s  baptism Saul  eats f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
time since his Damascus-Road exper ience  (v .  19). 
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Through Ananias t h e  new convert  i s  made welcome 
among t h e  Damascus d i s c i p l e s .  We can be  s u r e  they  give 
g r e a t  p r a i s e  t o  God f o r  t h e  unexpected conversion of 
t h e i r  c h i e f  enemy. Not only i s  he wi th  them, but  he  
b o l d l y  e n t e r s  t h e  Damascus synagogues and preaches Je- 
sus (v .  20) .  Since t h e  persecut ion  agairlst  t h e  d i s c i -  
p l e s  emanated from Jerusalem wi th  Saul  as i ts  l e a d e r ,  
he r e a l l y  i s  i n  no immediate danger i n  so preaching.  
Later i t  w i l l  b e  d i f f e r e n t .  H i s  p resent  h e a r e r s  are 
a l l  amazed a t  t h e  change t h a t  h a s  come over him (v. 
2 1 ) .  S a u l ' s  preaching a c t i v i t i e s  on ly  make him strong-  
e r  i n  h i s  b e l i e f  i n  J e sus ,  and h i s  powerful message 
makes more d i s c i p l e s  f o r  J e s u s  (v .  2 2 ) .  

QUESTIONS: 1.  When the stoning of Stephen and the 
scat ter ing of the Jerusalem church do not accomplish 
a21 t ha t  SauZ desires,, vhat does he do next? 2 .  How 
bright  i s  the l i gh t  that he sees near Damascus? 
3. What question of SauZ shows he i s  ready t o  submit 
t o  Jesus? 4 .  What 2 possible soZutions are there 
a s  t o  whether the men who are with SauZ hear or  do 
not  hear the voice? 5. Why does Christ not personally 
teZ1 SauZ what t o  do but has Ananias t e l l  him? 6 .  Why 
i s  Saul 's  praying not a Scriptural example of an al ien 
sinner praying f o r  saZvation? 7 .  For what 2 purposes 
has Ananias come t o  Saul,, and what 2 things does he do 
t o  bring these about? 8 .  Why i s  SauZ i n  no immediate 
danger i n  preaching Jesus a t  Damascus? 

B .  To  Arabia 
(no t  mentioned i n  Acts) 

There i s  a time-break between v. 22 and v.  23 due 
t o  S a u l ' s  be ing  i n  Arabia as mentiohed i n  Gal, 1:17. 
Nei ther  G a l .  o r  any o t h e r  S c r i p t u r e  g ives  u s  any de- 
t a i l e d  informat ion  about h i s  t r i p  t o  o r  s t a y  i n  Ara- 
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b i a  nor t o  which part of t h a t  s i z a b l e  country he  goes.  ' To conjecture  t h a t  he goes t h e r e  t o  medi ta te  o r  t o  
f i g u r e  out h i s  theology, as some say ,  seems t o  t h i s  
writer t o  be a t  odds with h i s  restless s p i r i t  t o  
preach, and such also seems t o  d iscount  h i s  inspira- 
t i on .  

I ' QUESTIONS: I .  f i a t  ep is t ze  of Paul mentions fais 
going -to Arabia? 
Z.n going t o  Arabia? 3 ,  f i a t  does he p o b a b l y  do 

2 ,  What do some say i s  h i s  purpose 

C .  Return t o  Damascus 
(Sixdy Acts 9; 23-25)  

U Gal. 1:17 shows t h a t  after h i s  t r i p  t o  Arabia ,  h e  
r e t u r n s  t o  Damascus. Though Acts 9 mentions noth ing  a- 
bout Arabia, i t  al lows f o r  i t  by showing t h e  event i n  
v .  23-25 t o  be some t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  r e p o r t  i n  v. 22. 

Upon h i s  r e t u r n  t o  Damascus we have only one as- 
pec t  of liis v i s i t  recorded: an  organized e f f o r t  t o  ar- 
rest him. Combining S a u l ' s  own account of i t  i n  I1 ' Cor. 11:32,33 with our  Acts 9 account we f i n d  h i s  
t roub le  o r i g i n a t e s  with the  Jews whose i n t e n t i o n  i t  i s  
t o  k i l l  him (v. 2 5 ) .  Saul l e a r n s  of t h e i r  l y i n g  i n  
w a i t  (v. 2 4 ) .  To complicate matters they have secured  
t h e  help of t he  governor and h i s  g a r r i s o n  of s o l d i e r s  
who watch every ga te  day and n i g h t  t o  see he  does n o t  
ge t  ou t  (v. 2 4 ;  I1 Cor. 11:32) .  But i n  t h e  darkness  of 
n igh t  through t h e  he lp  of h i s  C h r i s t i a n  b r e t h r e n  he  
climbs through a window i n  t h e  wall  and i s  lowered i n  
a basket  by rope to  t h e  ground below and t o  s a f e t y .  ' The above i s  only the  f i r s t  of many such c l o s e - c a l l s  
with death he w i l l  have i n  t h e  f u t u r e  (I1 Cor. 1:8-10; 
I1 Cor. 11:23-28). 

I 
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QUESTIONS: 1 .  What group i n  Damascus zciants t o  kiZZ 
SauZ? 2 .  Who a s s i s t s  them i n  the i r  attempt? 3 .  Hot3 
does he escape? 

D .  Back t o  Jerusalem f o r  the Firs t  
Time since Conversion 
(Study Acts 9 :  26-30) 

It appears  from G a l .  1:18 t h a t  i t  has  been t h r e e  
yea r s  s i n c e  h i s  conversion--also t h a t  h i s  chief  pur- 
pose i n  coming t o  Jerusalem a t  t h i s  t i m e  i s  t o  see 
P e t e r .  I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  we might s a y ,  "What a meeting 
t h a t  w i l l  be  of t h e s e  two great apos t les !"  But Saul  
runs  i n t o  a new t r o u b l e  upon arrival:  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  a t  
Je rusa lem are a f r a i d  of him and do not  want t o  r e c e i v e  
him, n o t  b e l i e v i n g  he  i s  r e a l l y  one of them (v .  2 6 ) .  
Thei r  r e a c t i o n  i s  t o  be expected.  If any word has  got- 
t e n  back t o  them about t h e  change t h a t  has come over  
Saul ,  they have n o t  be l i eved  i t .  They fear he i s  l i k e  
t h e  wooden horse  a t  Troy--wanting t o  g e t  on t h e  i n s i d e  
only  t o  arrest them. Many people would be offended i E  
they wished t o  be i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  a congregat ion t h a t  
would no t  r e c e i v e  them. But Saul  understands t h e i r  
fears and a p p r e c i a t e s  Barnabas's  e f f o r t  i n  h i s  beha l f  
(v. 2 7 ) .  Remember Barnabas from Acts 4:36 ,37? We w i l l  
see even more of t h i s  important  man i n  f u t u r e  chap- 
ters.  But how Barnatas  knows about S a u l ' s  change when 
t h e  o t h e r s  don ' t  we are n o t  informed. It i s  i n t e r e s t -  
i n g  t o  no te  a p o s t l e s  
t h e  genuineness of Saul ,  which H e  can do, bu t  u t i l i z e s  
Barnabas t o  inform them. Even d i v i n e  power i s  n o t  
n e e d l e s s l y  expended--if something can be  done n a t u r a l -  
l y ,  why should God do i t  miraculously? Human hands 
could r o l l  away t h e  s tone  from Lazarus's tomb, so it  
w a s  no t  done miraculously (John 11:39,41) .  Human hands 
could loose  Lazarus ' s  g ravec lo thes ,  so  no miracle was 

t h a t  God does not reveal t o  t h e  
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performed t o  do it (John 1 1 : 4 4 ) ,  But human hands could 
n o t  raise Lazarus from t h e  dead-miracle-power d i d  
t h a t  (John 11:45>! Divine power t akes  over  where human 
power ends ("Man's extremity i s  God's oppor tuni ty") ,  
but  i t  does no t  do f o r  us what we are a b l e  t o  do f o r  
ourse lves ,  

When v.  27 s ays  Barnabas br ings  S a u l  t o  t h e  "a- 
pos t les" ,  t h e  Gal. accoiint shows t h a t  t h e r e  are only 
two a p o s t l e s  whom Sau l  gets  t o  see on t h i s  trip--Pe- 
ter  and James t h e  Lord 's  b r o t h e r  ( G a l *  l.::L8,l9) , 
Where t h e  o ther  a p o s t l e s  are a t  t h i s  t i m e  o r  why Saul  
does n o t  see them i f  they are i n  Jerusalem i s  n o t  ex- 
plained.  

It i s  good t o  n o t e  t h a t  Barnabas's  mediat ion i s  
accepted s o  t h a t  Saul  i s  now one of them (v. 28) . 

QUESTIONS: 1. Hohv long i s  it between h i s  conver- 
sion and h is  f i r s t  - t r i p  back t o  Jerusalem? 
the Jerusalem church's at t i tude toward Itis wanting to 
be ident i f ied  with it? 3. hho solves the  problem? 
4 .  What apostles does Saul gzt  t o  see on t1Gs trip? 

2 .  What i s  

E .  To T a ~ s u s  
(S tudy  Acts 9 : 30,31) 

But S a u l ' s  s t a y  i n  Jerusalem I s  brief--only f i f -  
t een  days (Gal I: 18) .  Likely he wou1.d s t a y  l o n g e r ,  
but i n  h i s  speek,ing b o l d l y  irr the m i m e  of  J e s u s  and 
his d i s p u t i n g  with the  Grecian Jews his stay i s  s h o r t -  
ened f o r  he  l e ~ m ~ s  of t h e i r  intent t o  k i l l  him, It is  
while  he i s  i n  the temple praying tlhat Cod speaks t o  
him i n  a t r ance ,  "Make has t e ,  and g e t  t h e e  quick ly  o u t  
of Jerusalem: f o r  they w i l l  n o t  receive thy  testimony 
concerning me. ,.Depart" (Acts 22:17-21). The Jerusalem 
bre thren  real iz lngr  t h e  imminent danger he  i s  i n  h u r r y  
him o u t  of Jerusalem f o r  h i s  native Tarsus (v. 2 9 , 3 0 ) .  



90 THE GREAT BOOK OF ACTS 9:  31 

H i s  abbrev ia t ed  s t a y  i n  Jerusalem and v i c i n i t y  has no t  
a l lowed him oppor tuni ty  t o  preach i n  t h e  Judean con- 
g r e g a t i o n s  o u t s i d e  of Jerusalem, f o r  l a t e r  he wrote  
t h a t  he  "was unknown by f a c e  unto t h e  churches of Ju- 
dea  ... t hey  had only heard,  That he which persecuted us  
i n  t i m e s  p a s t  now preacheth t h e  f a i t h  which once h e  
des t royed .  And they g l o r i f i e d  God i n  me" (Gal. 1:22, 
2 3 ) .  

Here Acts t akes  its leave of Saul  i n  order  t o  co- 
ver some o t h e r  important  matters before  r e t u r n i n g  t o  
h i s  case i n  Acts 11:25. Acts 9:31 i s  a g r e a t  summariz- 
i n g  verse concerning church matters a t  t h i s  t i m e :  
"Then had t h e  churches rest'' (from persecut ion)  
" throughout  a l l  Judea and Galilee and Samaria" ( t h e  
t h r e e  d i v i s i o n s  of P a l e s t i n e ,  "and were e d i f i e d "  ( t h e  
Greek word i s  from the  cons t ruc t ion  business--to b u i l d  
up a house and i s  used h e r e  s p i r i t u a l l y  as i t  i s  used 
several t i m e s  i n  Pau l ' s  own wr i t i ngs :  I Cor. 8:l; I 
Cor. 10:23; 1 Thess.  5 :  11) "and walking i n  t h e  f e a r  
of t h e  Lord" (reverence f o r  t h e  God who could do what 
no human be ing  could do: t u r n  Saul around from the  de- 
termined pe r secu to r  he has  been t o  t h e  zealous pro- 
claimer he i s ) ,  "and i n  t h e  comfort of t h e  Holy Ghost" 
( t h e  way a l l  t h i s  has been accomplished br ings  even 
more than  p h y s i c a l  peace t o  them--it bri t lgs a d i v i n e  
comfort and assurance t h a t  God i s  wi th  them and w i l l  
con t inue  t o  b e ) ,  "were mul t ip l ied"  ( i t  is a t i m e  of 
g r e a t  e v a n g e l i s t i c  expansion and numerical  growth) . 
Before l e a v i n g  t h i s  great t r a n s i t i o n a l  ve r se  DeWelt 
obse rvesg  "We have f e l t  a l l  t he  t i m e  t h a t  while we 
were fo l lowing  t h e  l abor s  of P h i l i p ,  P e t e r  and John, 
and Saul  t h a t  t h e r e  were many o t h e r s  preaching t h e  
word, and no doubt t he  events  of t h e i r  l ives were j u s t  
as i n t e r e s t i n g  as were those  of t he  men discussed."  

QUESTIONS: 1. How Zong i s  SauZ's stay i n  Jmusa- 
Zem? 2 .  Why does he leave so soon? 3.  Whme does he 
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CHAPTER 6 

Peter's J 

A .  Tu Lydda 
(Study Acts 9:32-35) 

It appears  t h a t  wherever P h i l i p  goes wi th  t h e  
gospe l ,  Peter foI lows up t o  impart  s p i r i t u a i  g i f t s  
( s ee  earlier comments on Acts 8:14-17). Since the  name 
"Chr is t ians"  h a s  not  y e t  been given and won't be unt i l .  
Acts 11:26 ,  Luke r e f e r s  t o  them he re  (v. 32) as 
" sa in t s "  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  the  holy  charac te r  of t h e i r  
l i v e s )  . Pau l  f r equen t ly  c a l l s  Chr i s t i ans  " sa in t s "  
(Rom. 1 :7 ;  8:27; 12:13; 15:25; I Cor. 14:33; 1.6:1$15; 
e t c . ) .  Lydda was c a l l e d  "Lod" i n  t h e  Old Testament 
( I  Chron. 8:12).  Since Lod i s  i n  the proximity of pre-  
sent-day T e l  Aviv, Israel's p r i n c i p a l  a i r p o r t  i s  
c a l l e d  Lod I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i rpo r t .  

To a p a r a l y t i c  who has been bedfas t  f o r  e i g h t  
yea r s  Peter says ,  "Aeneas, J e sus  Chr is t  maketh t h e e  
whole" (compare Acts 5: 6) : "arise, and make thy  bed" 
(v.  34) .  Both su rp r i sed  and e x c i t e d  over  t h e  f o r t u n a t e  
b l e s s i n g  t h a t  has  i n s t a n t l y  come t o  him, he  g e t s  up a 
w e l l  man (v. 34) ! These Jews of t h e  m a r i t i m e  p l a i n  
have only  heard of t he  miracles of Jesus ,  f o r  we have 
no record  of J e s u s  ever  being down i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  A s  
a r e s u l t  of t h i s  miracle many a t  Lydda and up and down 
t h e  Sharon Val ley  t u r n  t o  t h e  Lord (v. 35). 

QUESTIONS: 1 .  What i s  implied by the  designation 
"saints"? 2 .  What was Lydda called in the o l d  Tee-ta- 
ment? 3.  How many years has Aeneas been bedfast? 
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B .  To Joppa 
(Study Acts 9:36-43) 

A l i t t l e  over ten miles from Lydda i s  t h e  s e a p o r t  
t o m  J o p p a  on t h e  Mediterranean. Je rusa lem be ing  a n  
in land  c i t y  Joppa i s  i t s  seaport-contact  w i t h  t h e  
world t o  t he  w e s t ,  Solomon had t h e  logs  f o r  h i s  temple 
f l o a t e d  dawn the  coas t  from Lebanon t o  Joppa (I1 
Chron, 2: 1 6 )  . A f t e r  the Babylonian C a p t i v i t y  when they  
were rebu i ld ing  the  temple,  they d i d  t h e  same (Ezra  3: 
7 ) ,  Between these  two i n c i d e n t s  Joppa was where Jonah 
boarded the  sh ip  f o r  h i s  i l l - f a t e d  voyage (Jon .  1 : 3 ) .  
Being i n  t h e  Sharon Va l l ey  t h e s e  i n  Joppa have a l s o  
heard of Peter 's  hea l ing  Aeneas. There are d i s c i p l e s  
a t  Joppa (probably from t h e  preaching of Philip---see 
Acts 8 :40 ) .  When one of them (Tabi tha  i n  Hebrewp Dor- 
cas  i n  Greek) d i e s ,  i n s t e a d  of burying h e r  t hey  wash 
he r  body and l a y  i t  i n  an upper chamber wh i l e  s end ing  
t o  Lydda f o r  Peter (v. 36-38). P e t e r  doesn ' t  hesitate 
t o  r e t u r n  t o  Joppa wjeth them (v. 3 9 ) .  Upon h i s  arrival 
lie meets t h e  dear  f r i e n d s  of Dorcas--weeping widows 
who want him t o  know what a wonderful woman s h e  h a s  
been--and they show him the  v a r i o u s  garments s h e  has  
made f o r  t h e  needy (v. 39, compare v .  36) .  

Reminiscent of what J e sus  d id  whem H e  went i n  t o  
raise Jairus's daughter (Matt. 9 : 2 5 ) ,  P e t e r  i s  a l o n e  
with t h e  dead body. D e  Welt comments, "What a b e a u t i -  
f u l  scene i s  por t rayed  f o r  us .  Peter f i r s t  k n e e l s  down 
and prays t h e  prayer  of f a i t h ,  and then  t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  
body he spoke but  two words ( 'Tab i tha ,  a r i s e ' ) .  Once 
aga in  l i f e  flowed i n t o  t h e  body, t h e  eyes  were opened, 
Seeing P e t e r  i n  t h e  room she  sat up. Without a word 
Peter gave he r  h i s  hand, and she s tood  up.  Then came 
the  glad call  f o r  t h e  s a i n t s  and t h e  widows. What un- 
speakable j o y  t h e r e  must have been i n  t h a t  upper cham- 
ber on t h a t  memorable day!" (v. 41 ,41 ) .  And word of 
t h i s  spreads throughout t he  c i t y  and causes  many t o  
t u r n  t o  t h e  Lord h e r e  too  (v. 4 2 ) .  
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For t h e  t i m e  t h a t  P e t e r  remains i n  J o p p a ,  he i s  
put  up a t  t h e  home of a tanner  by t h e  name of Simon 
(v. 43) whose house i s  next  t o  t h e  sea (Acts 10:6). A 
tanner  w a s  one who preserved s k i n s  and made l e a t h e r  
from them. "Zondervan P i c t o r i a l  Bible  Dictionary" ob- 
serves t h a t  among t h e  Jews a tanner  w a s  considered op- 
e r a t i n g  a ceremonially unclean bus iness  (probably be- 
cause of h i s  handl ing t h a t  which w a s  dead), Qo h i s  op- 
e r a t i o n  had t o  be  o u t s i d e  of town. We do n o t  know how 
long t h e  "many days" are t h a t  P e t e r  i s  he re ,  but  on 
one of  t h e s e  days h e  has  an experience t h a t  has  t o  do 
wi th  t h e  gospe l  f i r s t  being preached t o  Gent i les .  

QUESTIONS: 1 .  What w ~ r e  some Old  Tes-tpknt events 
connected with Joppa? 2 .  What kind of person has Dor- 
cas been? 3 .  Where i s  Peter residing i n  Joppa? 

C .  To Caesarea 
(Study Acts 10:1--11:1) 

Up t h e  c o a s t  about t h i r t y  miles i s  a Roman cen- 
t u r i o n  s t a t i o n e d  a t  Caesarea. A "centurion" i s  a m i l i -  
t a r y  o f f i c e r  i n  charge of one hundred s o l d i e r s .  Caesa- 
rea is  t h e  c a p i t a l  of P a l e s t i n e  and has  been s i n c e  t h e  
days of Berod t h e  Great who b u i l t  i t  25-13 B . C .  For 
sometime now t h e  J e w s  have had exc lus ive  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  
gospel ,  which i s  God's p l a n  (Luke 2 4 : 4 7 ;  Acts 1:8; 
Rom. 1:16; Acts 3:25,26). But t h e  t i m e  has come when 
God wants t h e  gospe l  s e n t  t o  G e n t i l e s  as w e l l .  The a- 
p o s t l e  who was promised t h e  keys of t h e  kingdom i n  
Matt. 16:19 and who did t h e  preaching t o  t h e  Jews on 
C h r i s t i a n i t y ' s  opening day (Acts 2:14ff)  i s  a l s o  t o  be 
t h e  f i r s t  t o  preach t o  Gentiles (Acts 15:7) .  God has  
likewise chosen t h e  f i r s t  G e n t i l e  t o  be given t h e  op- 
p o r t u n i t y  t o  hear i t - - t h i s  Roman centur ion  Cornelius 
s t a t i o n e d  a t  Caesarea. H i s  s o l d i e r s  are I t a l i a n s .  We 
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are s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  a Roman m i l i t a r y  man d e s c r i b e d  
as "devout", ''one t h a t  feared  God with a l l  h i s  house,"  
a man generous wi th  "alms" t o  t h e  poor,  and a man of 
c o n t i n u a l  prayer  (10:2). Though he  i s  n o t  a Jew nor  a 
p r o s e l y t e  t o  Judaism, he  i s  one of those  G e n t i l e s  who, 
though they have n o t  tlie law of Moses themselves,  y e t  
through contac t  wi th  t h e  Jews "do by n a t u r e  t h e  t h i n g s  
contained i n  tlie law" (Rom. 2 : 1 4 ) .  That  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  
q u a l i t i e s  have come t o  him through t h e  Jews i s  e v i d e n t  
from h i s  praying a t  t h e  Jews' a f te rnoon hour of prayer  
(compare l o :  3,30 and 3:  1) 

Cornelius is understandably s t a r t l e d  when the an- 
gel. appears  and cal ls  him by name (v .  3 , 4 ) ,  Corne- 
l i u s ' s  alms and prayers  have e r e c t e d  a "memorial" f o r  
him before  God (v.  4 )  so t h a t  God's d e c i s i o n  t o  make 
him t h e  f i r s t  G e n t i l e  convert  i s  based on i t .  H e  is  
t o l d  t o  send f o r  P e t e r  "who shall  t e l l  t h e e  words 
whereby thou and a l l  thy house s h a l l  be saved" (Acts 
11:14). Cornel ius ' s  case i s  proof t h a t  i t  t a k e s  re l i -  
gious s i n c e r i t y  p l u s  t h e  gospel  t o  be  saved. R e l i g i o u s  
s i n c e r i t y  cannot be b e t t e r  than  i n  Corne l ius ,  y e t  he 
i s  n o t  saved a p a r t  from t h e  gospel .  Nor i s  he  offended 
by t h e  a n g e l ' s  messaee. 

The centur ion  l o s e s  no t i m e  obeying but  d i s p a t c h -  
es  a devout s o l d i e r  and two household s e r v a n t s  t o  Jop- 
p a  (v. 7,8). We are not  t o l d  where they  spend t h e  
n i g h t ,  but i t  i s  t h e  next  day around noon as they  near  
Joppa t h a t  P e t e r  has  gone up t o  Simon's housetop 
( t h e i r  r o o f s  are f l a t  and are used f o r  v a f i o u s  
things-- l ike dry ing  f l a x ,  Josh .  2:6) t o  pray w h i l e  t h e  
m e a l  i s  being prepared (v.  9 ) .  I n  h i s  hunger he  sees 
i n  a d i v i n e  v i s i o n  a g r e a t  s h e e t  l e t  down from heaven 
by i ts  fou r  c o r n e r s ,  and i t  i s  f i l l e d  wi th  a l l  k i n d s  
of l i v i n g  c r e a t u r e s  (v. 10-12). P e t e r  is  s t a r t l e d  by 
t h e  v o i c e  t h a t  s ays ,  "Rise, P e t e r ;  ,kill and eat" (v .  
13) .  Why would a d i v i n e  v o i c e  t e l l  him t o  k i l l  and eat 
animals law of Moses t o  be 
ea ten?  (See Lev. 11). Is t h e  command given t o  test  Pe- 

t h a t  are forbidden by t h e  
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ter ' s  obedience when he i s  phys ica l ly  hungry enough t o  
be tempted t o  eat  anything? It i s  obvious from Peter's 
answer ("Not so ,  Lord; f o r  I have never ea t en  any 
t h i n g  t h a t  i s  common o r  unclean," v .  14 )  t h a t  i n s p i r a -  
t i o t l  has  no t  y e t  revealed t o  t h e  a p o s t l e s  t h a t  t he  l a w  
of Moses has  passed away. Chr i s t  had in t imated  t h a t  
a l l  meats were t o  be (Mark 7 :  
1 9 ) .  Now f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  (here  t o  Peter on the  
housetop) H e  dec l a re s  t h a t  a l l  meats are "clean" and 
a l lowable  f o r  men t o  eat (v.  15) ,  and He uses t h i s  as 
an  o b j e c t  l e s son ,  as w e l l  as o ther  matters i n  t h i s  
r a p i d l y  developing event ,  t o  teach  Peter he should now 
c a l l  no man common o r  unclean (v. 28)--not even Gen- 
t i l e s .  

When v .  1 6  says ,  "This was done t h r i c e , "  it makes 
t h e  matter un fo rge t t ab le  and impressive. Then P e t e r  
watches as the  shee t  f u l l  of animals goes away i n t o  
heaven (v. 1 6 ) ,  l eav ing  him i n  a state of bewilderment 
as t o  j u s t  what i s  real ly  meant by the  v i s i o n .  But i t s  
l e s son  w i l l  begin t o  unfold wi th  th ings  about t o  t ake  
p l a c e  (v.  1 7 ) .  

J u s t  as God had t h e  t iming j u s t  r i g h t  i n  t h e  case  
of P h i l i p  and the  Ethiopian,  s o  does He i n  t h i s  event .  
C o r n e l i u s ' s  men have j u s t  a r r i v e d  and are i n q u i r i n g  a t  
Simon's door f o r  Peter when t h e  S p i r i t  says  t o  P e t e r ,  
"Behold, t h r e e  men seek thee.  Arise t h e r e f o r e ,  and g e t  
t h e e  down, and go with them, doubting nothing:  f o r  I 
have s e n t  them'' (v. 17-20). When he goes down, meets 
t h e  men, and h e a r s  t h e i r  s t o r y ,  he can see God i s  
c a l l i n g  him t o  go with them t o  preach t o  t h e i r  Gen t i l e  
master in Caesarea (v. 21,22). Af te r  lodging them f o r  
t h e  n i g h t ,  he d e p a r t s  w i th  them and t akes  wi th  him 
c e r t a i n  Jewish b re th ren  from Joppa--six b re th ren  a l t o -  
ge the r  (11:12)* These b re th ren  are taken along as w i t -  
ne s ses ,  f o r  he is  aware t h a t  h i s  a c t i o n s  w i l l  be call-  
ed i n  question--and they w i l l  be (11:1-3). 

Before a r r i v i n g  a t  Corne l ius ' s  house le t  u s  in- 
form you t h a t  Simon's anc ien t  house by t h e  sea has  

"purged" o r  made c lean  
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been preserved and i s  respected a l i k e  by C h r i s t i a n s  
and Moslems--a very  i n t e r e s t i n g  p lace  t o  v i s i t .  

Cornelius knows about how long  it w i l l  t a k e  f o r  
h i s  men t o  g e t  t o  Joppa and back, so h e ,  a long  w i t h  
c e r t a i n  f r i e n d s  and kinsmen whom he  has  c a l l e d  togeth-  
er f o r  t h e  occasion,  i s  wai t ing f o r  P e t e r  and them (v .  
24 ) .  When he  f i r s t  rreets P e t e r ,  he bows down b e f o r e  
him t o  worship him (v. 2 5 ) .  T h i s  i s  the v e r y  t h i n g  t h e  
wise men d i d  when they came 'to t h e  Chr is t -ch i ld  (Matt, 
2:ll) and was what Satan wanted J e s u s  t o  do i n  t h e  
temptat ion (Matt, 4 : 9 ) .  S i m i l a r l y  P e t e r  himself ear- 
l ier  f e l l  a t  Jesus' knees and addressed H i m  as "Lord" 
(Luke 5 :8) .  P e t e r  i s  PO pope (as t h e  Romanists c l a i m ) ,  
and being a man he  c o r r e c t s  C o r n e l i u s ' s  well-meaning 
a c t i o n  by r e f u s i n g  t o  be worshiped (v, 26) even as t h e  
angel  d id  t h e  a c t i o n  of the a p o s t l e  John i n  Rev. 22:8, 
9 .  It i s  obvious from v.  27 t h a t  C o r n e l i u s ' s  home i s  
no small house, f o r  t h e  foregoing h a s  t r a n s p i r e d  a t  
t h e  door while t he  group i s  i n  another  p o r t i o n  of the 
buiLding . 

Who w i l l  speak f i r s t  i n  t h e  presence o f  t h e  
group? P e t e r  o r  Cornelius? The J e w  P e t e r ,  r e a l i z i n g  
t h a t  h i s  keeping company with and e n t e r i n g  t h e  hoTe of 
one of another  n a t i o n  i s  cont ra ry  t o  Jewish r e l i g i o u s  
custom, speaks f i r s t  and s t a t e s  t h a t  God has  shown him 
he  i s  t o  c a l l  no man common o r  unclean (v. 28,29) . 

Cornel ius ' s  r e p l y ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the obvious, 
conta ins  several items worthy of remark. (1) Their way 
of r e f e r r i n g  t o  t i m e  i s  seen i n  h i s  say ing ,  "Four days 
ago" I was Day 1 would be when 
he  d ispa tches  h i s  men t o  Joppa (10:7); day 2 would be 
when they arr ive a t  Simon's house (10:9); day 3 i s  
when they leave f o r  Caesarea (10: 23,24) ; and day 4 is 
when they arrive a t  Corne l ius ' s  p l a c e  (10: 24)  We 
would say,  "Three days ago," whi le  they  say, "Four." 
This  he lps  us  understand how J e s u s  s a i d  t h a t  i n  t h r e e  
days H e  would rise again when He  was bur ied  l a t e  F r i -  
day af ternoon and r e s u r r e c t e d  e m l y  Sunday morning, 

t o l d  t o  send f o r  you. 
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t h e  t i m e - i n t e r v a l  being n o t  q u i t e  two f u l l  days,  (2) 
H e  mentions h e  w a s  " fas t ing"  as w e l l  as praying.  And 
c o n s i d e r  the double connection of "prayer" wi th  t h i s  
B i b l i c a l  event :  i t  i s  while  Cornel ius  is  praying a t  
Caesarea t h a t  t h e  angel appears t o  him, and i t  is 
w h i l e  P e t e r  i s  praying a t  Joppa t h a t  God c a l l s  him 
t o  go t o  Corne l ius .  (3) Cornel ius  speaks of a "man.. 
i n  b r i g h t  c lo th ing"  i n  descr ib ing  t h e  .nge l  (10: 3 ) .  
For t h e  same, see Mark 16:5 and Matt. 28:5. Such makes 
us comfortable  i n  saying the two men in white a p p a r e l  
a t  t h e  ascens ion  (Acts 1:lO) were angels .  (4) Corneli-  
u s ' s  s t a t e m e n t ,  "Now t h e r e f o r e  are we a l l  h e r e  p r e s e n t  
b e f o r e  God, t o  h e a r  a l l  t h i n g s  t h a t  are commanded t h e e  
of God" (v.  3 3 ) ,  should be  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of everyone 
who a t t e n d s  church,  and a l l  who preach should preach 
a l l  t h i n g s  t h a t  are commanded them of God! 

Continuing t o  see t h e  l e a d i n g  of God i n  t h i s  
whole matter P e t e r  h e s i t a t e s  n o t  t o  say,  "Of a t r u t h  I 
p e r c e i v e  t h a t  God i s  nc r e s p e c t o r  of persons, ' '  meaning 
that  " i n  every  n a t i o n  he  t h a t  f e a r e t h  him, and worketh 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  i s  accepted with him" r e g a r d l e s s  of 
whether J e w  o r  G e n t i l e  (v.  34,35).  No J e w  had ever 
s a i d  t h i s  o r  even thought i t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  statement 
by P e t e r .  I t  w a s  implied by t h e  "whosoever" i n  J o e l  2: 
32 and quoted by P e t e r  on Pentecost  (Acts 2:21) even 
though n e i t h e r  J o e l  nor P e t e r  understood it  when they 
spoke i t .  It i s  Rom. 10:11,12 t h a t  a p p l i e s  a similar 
whosoever'' of Isa. 28:16 t o  mean e i t h e r  J e w  of Gen- 

t i l e .  
I n  v .  36 P e t e r  begins h i s  a c t u a l  message f o r  

t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b l e  recept ion  o r  r e j e c t i o n .  H e  te l ls  
thetn of  God's sending a message of peace by J e s u s  
C h r i s t  (v .  3 6 ) ,  t h e  good news of how man can now be 
r e c o n c i l e d  t o  God (I1 Cor. 5:18,19) and a l s o  how Jew 
and G e n t i l e  can be a t  peace through Jesus  C h r i s t  (Eph. 
2:11-19). While J e s u s  was s e n t  unto t h e  c h i l d r e n  of 
Israel  i n  H i s  e a r t h l y  m i n i s t r y  (Matt. 1 5 : 2 4 ) ,  He i s  
"Lord of a l l "  now ("There i s  no d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  
Jews and t h e  Greek: f o r  t h e  same Lord over a l l  i s  r i c h  

I I  
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unto a11 t h a t  c a l l  upon liim," (Rom. 10:12) ,  "Judea and 
Gal i lee"  (v ,  37) were t h e  two Jewish s e c t i o n s  where 
Jesus  conducted H i s  min is t ry ,  and i t  a l l  began a f t e r  
John t h e  Bapt i s t  had prepared t h e  people  f o r  H i s  corn- 
ing (v. 37) .  The opening words of V, 37, "That wordS I 
say, ye know," show these  Gentiles knew about  t h e  
e a r t h l y  minis t ry  of  Jesus  though obviously t h e y  were 
no t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  nor r e c i p i e n t s  dur ing  i t .  

P e t e r  proceeds t o  d e c l a r e  three t h i n g s  God h a s  
done f o r  Jesus:  (1) He anointed Him with  t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t  (v. 38,39) ; ( 2 )  H e  r a i s e d  H i m  from t h e  dead (v. 
40-42) ; and (3) He appointed H i m  t o  be  the f i n a l  judge  
of a l l  men (v, 4 2 )  , going on t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  H e  i s  
t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  of t h e  prophets ,  and t h a t  whoever ac- 
cep t s  H i m  w i l l  receive t h e  remiss ion  of s ins  (v,  43) .  
L e t  us  consider what P e t e r  s ays  about each of  the a- 
bove. 

The anoint ing of Jesus  wi th  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  took 
p lace  a t  H i s  baptism (Matt. 3:16).  Heb. 1:9 r e f e r s  t o  
t h i s  d i v i n e  anoin t ing  under t h e  f i g u r e  of " o i l  of 
gladness", and Jesus  Himself claimed t o  be anoin ted  
with t h e  S p i r i t  i n  f u l f i l l m e n t  of Isa. 61:1,2 (Luke 4: 
17-21). Jesus  i s  t h e  "Christ",  and i n  Greek "Chr is t "  
means "anointed". This  anoin t ing  brought "power" t h a t  
e x h i b i t e d  i t s e l f  i n  H i s  miracles (v. 38 ) .  Sa tan  h a s  
"oppressed" mankind wi th  many maladies through the s in  
he brought i n t o  t h e  world, and J e s u s  w a s  sent t o  des- 
t r o y  t h i s  and every o t h e r  work of t h e  d e v i l  (I John 3: 
8 ) .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  poor bent  woman of Luke 13:ll-16 
whom Satan had "bound" f o r  e ighteen  y e a r s  J e s u s  "100s- 
ed" when Be healed h e r .  J e s u s  used H i s  miracle-power 
f o r  t h e  "good" (v. 38) of many people.  I n  v. 39 P e t e r  
a f f i r m s  he himself was one of t h e  wi tnesses  of Jesus' 
miracles i n  t h e  land of t h e  Jews and i n  Jerusalem, 

P e t e r ' s  mention of "Jerusalem" i s  h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  
between J e s u s '  m i n i s t r y  y e a r s  and A i s  c r u c i f i x i o n  (v.  
39) ,  f o r  Jerusalem i s  where t h e  c r u c i f i x i o n  took 
place.  P e t e r  uses  a s t r o n g  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e i r  bru- 
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t a l i t y  when he  s a y s ,  on a 
tree." Stephen c a l l e d  them "murderers" (Acts 7: 52) . 

t e l l  a new audience t h a t  Je- 
sus w a s  r a i s e d  from the dead the th i rd  day, and h e  
goes on t o  inform them t h a t  J e s u s  d i d  n o t  appear t o  
people  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  nor  t o  crowds h e r e  and t h e r e  
but  t o  "witnesses  chosen before  of God", e s p e c i a l l y  t o  
H i s  c l o s e s t  fo l lowers  (v. 40,41).  This  co inc ides  w i t h  
the e l e v e n  accounts  of H i s  r e s u r r e c t i o n  appearances:  
t o  Mary Magdalene f i r s t  (Mark 1 6 : 9 ) ,  t o  t h e  o t h e r  wo- 
men who went t o  t h e  tomb (Matt. 28:8,9), t o  P e t e r  h i m -  
s e l f  (I Cor. 15 :4 ) ,  t o  t h e  two men of Emmaus (Luke 24: 
13-31), t o  the a p o s t l e s  except  Thomas and t h e  two Em- 
maus men (John 20:19,20; Luke 24:33-36), t o  f i v e  hun- 
dred  b r e t h r e n  (I Cor. 15:6),  t o  James (I Cor. 1 5 : 7 ) ,  
t o  a l l  t h e  a p o s t l e s  inc luding  Thomas (John 20:26-28), 
t o  seven a p o s t l e s  a t  t h e  Sea of Galilee (John 21: 
1-14), t o  the a p o s t l e s  on a mountain i n  Galilee (Matt .  
28:16-20), and t o  t h e  a p o s t l e s  i n  Jerusalem (Luke 24: 
50 51) . 

The r e s u r r e c t e d  J e s u s ,  P e t e r  t e l l s  h i s  a t t e n t i v e  
audience,  commanded them t o  preach ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  
Great Commission) and t o  t e s t i f y  t h a t  He i s  the God- 
ordained judge  of everybody: those  s t i l l  l i v i n g  ( t h e  
"quick") and those  whose l i ves  are over  ( t h e  "dead") 
P a u l  la ter  wrote that  C h r i s t  i s  t o  do t h i s  judging  o f  
"the quick and the dead" (I1 Tim. 4: 1). While everyone 
i s  t o  g i v e  a n  account t o  "God" (Rom. 14:12) , t h e  world 
w i l l  be  doing t h i s  when i t  appears  ' 'before t h e  judg- 
ment seat o f  Chr is t "  (I1 Cor. 5:10), f o r  God i s  going 
t o  judge  t h e  world through H i s  Son (Acts 1 0 : 4 2 ;  Acts 
17: 31; John 5: 22)  . 

t h e  "prophets" who f o r e t o l d  
C h r i s t ' s  coming (v. 4 3 )  i n d i c a t e s  that Cornel ius  h a s  
some knowledge of t h e  Jewish Old Testament, and t h e  
"whosoever" who b e l i e v e s  on C h r i s t  and thereby re- 
ceives t h e  remission of s i n s  (v. 43) 2 e r t a i n l y  in- 
cludes G e n t i l e s  l i k e  Cornel ius ,  f o r  i t  i s  upon P e t e r ' s  

"Whom they s l e w  and hanged 

P e t e r  f e e l s  good t o  

P e t e r ' s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
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saying  t h i s  t h a t  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  i n s t a n t l y  fa l l s  on 
him and on a l l  i n  P e t e r ' s  l i s t e n i n g  audience (v. 4 4 )  
t o  t h e  astonishment of those who have come wl th  Peter 
(v. 4 5 ) .  This  i s  t h e  bapt ismal  measure of t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t  (Acts 11:15,16), t h e  same measure t h e  a p o s t l e s  
themselves received on Pentecos t  (Acts 11:15) ,  And 
j u s t  as t h e  a p o s t l e s  pra i sed  God i n  t h e i r  tongues-ut- 
terance (Acts 2:11), s o  do t h e s e  "magnify God" i n  
t h e i r s  (v. 4 6 ) .  Because v. 45 and Acts 2:38 both  c a l l  
t h e  bapt ismal  measure and t h e  indwel l ing  g i f t  o f  Acts 
2:38 t h e  g i f t  of t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  d o n ' t  equate  t h e  two 
g i f t s  as t h e  same, Every measure of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  
given t o  man has  been r e f e r r e d  t o  by t h e  term " g i f t "  
(bapt ismal  measure: Acts 1 0 : 4 5 ;  miraculous g i f t s :  I 
Cor. 12:8-10; and indwelling: Acts 2:38), b u t  each 
measure i s  d i f f e r e n t .  

The bapt ismal  descent of t h e  S p i r i t  upon t h e s e  
G e n t i l e s  i s  t h e  f i n a l  convincing p o i n t  f o r  P e t e r .  For  
him t o  f o r b i d  t h e s e  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of becoming members 
of t h e  church would be t o  "resist God" (Acts 11:15- 
1 7 ) .  But are t h e  s i x  Jewish b r e t h r e n  who are w i t h  him 
also convinced? Evidently,  f o r  when h e  asks  them, "Can 
any man f o r b i d  water, t h a t  these should n o t  be bap- 
t i z e d ,  which have received t h e  Holy Ghost as w e l l  as 
we? (v. 4 7 ) ,  t h e r e  appears t o  be  no o p p o s i t i o n .  P e t e r  
t h e r e f o r e  "commanded them t o  be  bapt ized  i n  the name 
o f  (by t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f )  t h e  Lord" (v. 4 8 ) .  

And thus  comes t o  a te rmina t ion  t h i s  series of 
d i v i n e  workings t o  have t h e  gospe l  preached t o  t h e  
f i r s t  Gentile! 

When v i s i t i n g  t h e  s p e c t a c u l a r  r u i n s  of t h i s  once 
g r e a t  c i t y  ( c a p i t a l  of P a l e s t i n e ,  home of P h i l i p  t h e  
e v a n g e l i s t  and h i s  family,  p l a c e  of P a u l ' s  two-year 
imprisonment and appearances before  F e l i x  and F e s t u s  
and Agrippa, and o t h e r  events i n  Acts as w e l l  as t h e  
home of Eusebius t o  whom we are indebted f o r  p r e s e r -  
v ing  church h i s t o r y  Information from t h e  d e a t h  of t h e  
a p o s t l e s  t o  t h e  t i m e  of Cons tan t ine) ,  t h e  one thought 
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about  t h i s  c i t y  t h a t  s t irs  your miter above a11 
o t h e r s  is  t h a t  h e r e  i s  where w e  Gen t i l e s  were f i r s t  
g iven  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  come i n t o  t h e  family of God 
through t h e  gospel! 

A f t e r  t h e i r  baptism Cornel ius  and h i s  f r i e n d s  do 
n o t  want P e t e r  t o  leave  immediately but  to remain wi th  
them a few days (v. 4 8 ) .  It i s  while  I e remains a t  
Caesarea and be fo re  he g e t s  back t o  Jerusalem t h a t  
word r eaches  t h e  a p o s t l e s  and b re th ren  i n  Judea as t o  
w h a t  h e  h a s  done ( A c t s  1l:l) Oh, how f a s t  news t ra -  
vels when people  th ink  somebody has  done something 
wrong! And y e t  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  would v i n d i c a t e  Peter do 
n o t  accompany t h e  r e p o r t .  

QUESTIONS: 1.  who is a centurion? 2 .  How i s  
Cornelius described? 3. What is Cornelius told t o  
do? 4. TeZZ of Peter's  housetop eqer i ence .  5. Who 
all await Peter 's  arrizlaZ a t  Caesarea? 6 .  What does 
Cornelius do wrong when weZcoming Peter? 7 .  khat are 
some of the things i n  Peter's message? 8 .  What meas- 
ure o f  the Holy S p i r i t  comes on CorneZius and those 
wi th  him? 9 .  What does t h i s  do f o r  Peter and those 
w i t h  him? 

D .  To JerusaZem 
(Study Acts ll:2-18) 

Since  they do not  understand t h e  d i v i n e  work- 
i n g s  a t  both  Caesarea and Joppa t h a t  have been in- 
volved ,  P e t e r ' s  col leagues a t  Jerusalem are both con- 
cerned and cr i t ical .  The s i x  b r e t h r e n  from Joppa ac- 
company him t o  Jerusalem (v. 1 2 ) .  When they a r r i v e ,  
t h e  a p o s t l e s  and b re th ren  contend with P e t e r  (v. 2 ) :  
"Thou wentes t  i n  t o  men uncircumcised, and d i d s t  eat 
wi th  them" (v. 3 ) .  But upon h i s  r e h e a r s a l  of the  whole 
matter (v. 4-17), they come t o  t h e  same conclusion as 
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fl he. In  f a c t  they not  only hold t h e i r  peace but  g l o r i f y  
God saying,  "Then h a t h  God a l s o  t o  the G e n t i l e s  g r a n t -  
ed repentance unto l i f e "  (v. 18) .  [I Before leav ing  t h i s  s e c t i o n  l e t  us  n o t e  several 
things.  I n  v. 15 P e t e r  has  t o  go c l e a r  back t o  Pente-  
c o s t  (here  c a l l e d  t h e  "beginning") t o  f i n d  a p a r a l l e l  
t o  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  baptism on Cornel ius ,  another  i n d i -  
c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  baptism was n o t  a common 
occurrence.  We n o t i c e  too t h a t  P e t e r  i s  concerned a- 
bout n o t  r e s i s t i n g  God (v. 17). The o t h e r  a p o s t l e s  al-  
so are t o  be  c r e d i t e d  with l e t t i n g  God have H i s  way, 
But n o t  a l l  who are r e l i g i o u s  w i l l  set  a s i d e  t h e i r  
p r e j u d i c e s ,  t h e i r  own ideas ,  t h e i r  t r a n i t i o n a l  r e l i -  
gion, etc.  when they l e a r n  t h e  w i l l  of God. In  f a c t  0 t h e  above are so s t rong  and so prec ious  t o  many people  
t h a t  they  w i l l  n o t  l e a r n  t h e  w i l l  of God because of 
them. So they l i v e  i n  a s t a t e  of r e s i s t i n g  God whether 
they r e a l i z e  i t  o r  no t .  Some u s e  C o r n e l i u s ' s  case t o  
argue t h a t  people receive t h e  Holy S p i r i t  b e f o r e  bap- 
t i s m .  That i s  n o t  what Peter himself preached ( s e e  
Acts 2:38). Cornel ius ' s  case i s  a s p e c i a l  case, and 
t h e  Holy S p i r i t ' s  coming on n o t  the u s u a l  i n -  
dwell ing g i f t  of the S p i r i t  bu t  a s p e c i a l  s i g n  t o  Pe- 
t e r  and t h e  o t h e r  Jews that God i s  now w i l l i n g  t o  ac- 

him i s  f 
n cep t  t h e  G e n t i l e s .  

QUESTIONS: 2 .  What do the other apostZes think 
about Peter 's  having gone t o  GentiZes? 2. Who ac- 
companies Peter t o  Jerusalem? 3. What do the apost- 
les  think a f t e r  Peter rehearses everything t o  them? 
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A. Barnabas ss T r i p  t o  Antioch 
(Study Acts 11: 19-24) 

Now t h a t  t h e  conversion of Saul  and i ts  e a r l y -  
y e a r s '  a f t e rma th  are out  of t h e  way (Acts 9: 1-31) @ and 
P e t e r ' s  journey  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  conversion of the 
f i r s t  G e n t i l e s  i s  adequately r epor t ed  (Acts 9:32--11: 
18), A c t s  now r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  developments growing out 
of t h e  d i s p e r s i o n  of t h e  Jerusalem church (see Acts 8: 
1-4).  

Phi l - ip ' s  work a f t e r  t h e  d i spe r -  
s i o n  as he went t o  Samaria (Acts 8:s-13), nex t  t o  t h e  
Eth iopian  (Acts  8:26-39), and then  up t h e  Mediterrane- 
an coas t  t o  Caesarea (Acts 8 : 4 0 ) .  We now l e a r n  t h a t  
o t h e r  f l e e i n g  d i s c i p l e s  went "as f a r  as Phenice,  and 
Cyprus, and Antioch," and as they went they preached 
t h e  Word t o  "none bu t .  *.Jews" (v.  19) .  "Phenice" i s  
s h o r t  f o r  "Phoenicia" , t h e  country along t h e  Mediter-  
ranean coas t  t o  t h e  no r th  and w e s t  of P a l e s t i n e .  Tyre 
i s  one of i t s  famous c i t i e s ,  and Pau l  w i l l  l a te r  s t o p  
s e v e r a l  days wi th  "d i sc ip l e s"  h e r e  (Acts  21: 3 - 5 ) .  The 
church a t  Tyre i s  l i k e l y  t r a c e a b l e  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  of 
t hese  re fugees .  "Cyprus" is  an  i s l a n d  i n  t h e  Mediter-  
ranean.  Barnabas being from Cyprus ( A c t s  4 : 3 6 ) ,  i t  i s  
reasonable  t o  t h i n k  he helped b r ing  t h e  gospe l  t o  t h i s  
i s l a n d .  "Antioch" i s  the  g r e a t  c i t y  much t o  t h e  n o r t h  
of P a l e s t i n e  which under t h e  Romans h a s  rep laced  Da- 
mascus as c a p i t a l  of Sy r i a .  This  i s  t h e  c i t y  which 
w i l l  become so  prominently connected wi th  C h r i s t i a n i t y  

We have followed 
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t h a t  i.t w i l l  a c t u a l l y  rep lace  Jerusalem as t h e  center 
of  C h r i s t i a n  infl.uence. Wliat w e  are being t o l d  i s  t h a t  
a f t e r  Stephen 's  death,  not only does C h r i s t i a n i t y  
spread throughout Judea, Samaria, and G a l i l e e  (Acts  9: 
31) but t h a t  i t  a l s o  is  c a r r i e d  by v a r i o u s  ones as f a r  
as Cyprus and Plioeni-cia and Antioch. I f  Stephen were 
permit ted t o  lopk down from heaven upon t h e  evangel i s -  
t i c  ac t iv i t i e s  growing out of h i s  s t o n i n g ,  he  would 
see he d i d  n o t  d i e  i n  vain!  

Since v. 1 9  says they preached t o  "Jews only",  
t h e  "Grecians" mentioned i n  v. 20 as la te r  r e c e i v i n g  
t h e  gospel were n o t  Grecian Jews Like those  i n  Acts 6 :  
1. Antioch i s  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  congregat ion men- 
t ioned  a s  having both Jews and G e n t i l e s  i n  i t s  member- 
s h i p .  It i s  men from Cyprus ( t h e  i s l a n d )  and from Cy- 
rene (a c i t y  i n  northern Afr ica ,  t h e  borne of Simon of 
Cyrene who was made t o  carry the c r o s s  f o r  Jesus--Mark 
15:21) who f i r s t  b r ing  t h e  gospel  t o  t h e  Greek popula- 
t i o n  of Antioch. Word has  ev ident ly  reached Cyprus and 
Cyrene of P e t e r ' s  going t o  t h e  G e n t i l e s ,  f o r  they  
would n o t  be preaching t o  Greeks a t  Antioch. And t h e  
same r e p o r t  must have reached t h e  church a t  Antioch, 
o r  i t  would n o t  be rece iv ing  G e n t i l e s  i n t o  i t s  member- 
s h i p .  The "hand of t he  Lord" being wi th  them (v .  21) 
i n d i c a t e s  H i s  b l e s s ing ,  t hus  account ing f o r  t h e  g r e a t  
number who b e l i e v e  and t u r n  t o  C h r i s t  (God g iv ing  t h e  
increase--I  Cor. 3:6). 

A s  t h e  Jerusalem church h e a r s  of the spread  of 
t h e  gospel t o  t h e  no r th ,  i t  d i s p a t c h e s  f a i t h f u l  Barna- 
bas  t o  v i s i t  t h e  new congregations "as f a r  as Antioch" 
(v. 2 2 ) .  We have no record of h i s  s t o p s  before  Anti-  
och, but they are implied i n  t h e  language of v. 2 2 ,  
How impressed he  i s  and overwhelmed w i t h  j o y  as he 
sees t h e  g r e a t  congregation t h a t  h a s  been assembled 
through preaching and conversion (v. 23) ! His o r i g i n a l  
name was J o s e s ,  but exhor ta t ion  i s  s o  characterist ic 
of him t h a t  t h e  a p o s t l e s  have surnamed him "Barnabas", 
which means "son of consolation" ( o r ,  as o t h e r  ver- 
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s i o n s  r ende r  i t ,  "son of exhortat ion")  (Acts 4 : 3 6 ) .  A 5  
h e  sees t h i s  g r e a t  group of r ecen t  conver t s ,  he ex- 
h o r t s  a l l  of them t o  be f a i t h f u l  t o  Chr is t  wi th  "pur- 
pose of heart'' (v. 23) ,  an express ion  i n d i c a t i n g  they 
are n o t  merely t o  be " jo iners"  and "go-alongers" but  
people  who r e a l l y  know what they are doing and why. 
C h r i s t  b i d s  a l l  H i s  fo l lowers  t o  "abide" i n  H i m  (John 
1 5 : 4 ) ,  and u n l e s s  we do we w i l l  never weather the 
s torms  nor  be f a i t h f u l  t o  dea th  (Rev. 2:lO) necessary 
t o  be ing  saved--the i n i t i a l  purpose o f  acceptfng 
C h r i s t .  And only as they remain f a i t h f u l  and become 
f r u i t f u l  can t h e  church a t  Antioch become t h e  g r e a t ,  
s t r o n g  congrega t ion  Chr i s t  w i l l s  f o r  each of H i s  con- 
g r e g a t i o n s  t o  be.  J u s t  as Stephen w a s  descr ibed  a s  a 
man " f u l l  of f a i t h  and of t he  Holy Ghost" (Acts 6:5), 
s o  Barnabas is  s a i d  t o  be " f u l l  of t he  Holy Ghost and 
of f a i t h " ,  t o  which has  been added, "He w a s  a good 
man" (v. 2 4 ) .  We are taught  t o  be " f i l l e d  wi th  the  
S p i r i t "  (Eph. 5:18), f o r  i t  i s  by being f i l l e d  with 
God's S p i r i t  t h a t  we bear t he  f r u i t  mentioned i n  Gal. 
5 ~ 2 2 - 2 3 ,  pu t  t o  dea th  t h e  s i n f u l  deeds o f  t h e  body 
(Rom. 8:13), and are transformed i n t o  t h e  l i k e n e s s  of 
J e sus  (I1 Cor. 3~18). The p lace  of f a i t h ,  bo th  i n  
C h r i s t i a n  l i v i n g  and i n  our  s e r v i c e  t o  C h r i s t ,  cannot 
be over-emphasized. A "good" man i s  one who does good 
t o  and f o r  o t h e r s ,  and t h i s  i s  t h e  whole s t o r y  of Bar- 
n a b a s ' s  l i f e  as seen throughout Acts. The r e s u l t  of 
t h e  work done by him and o t h e r s  at Antioch i s  t h a t  
"much people" are won t o  the  Lord (v.  2 4 ) .  

QUESTIONS: 1. How f u r  out- from JerusaZem and t o  
whom do 
the Word? 2 .  T o  what segment of people do bhey 
l i m i t  t h e i r  preaching a t  t h i s  time? 3.  What i s  the 
Jeirst congregation t o  have both Jews and Gentiles Cn 
it? 4. What was Barnabas's originaZ name? 5. What 

those f lee ing  i n  Acts 8:4 go in preaching 
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d5es his apostZes' given m n e  o f  rtBamabastr mean? 
6 .  Wha-b does he exhor$ the Antioch members t o  do? 
7 .  How is Barnabas described? 

B .  Baa?nabasts Tr$p t o  Tarsus 
(Study Acts 11:25-29) 

No doubt Barnabas and Saul  are eager  t o  g e t  back 
t o  t h e  ful l - f lowered work a t  Antioch. For a whole year  
they pour themselves i n t o  f u r t h e r i n g  t h i s  good work, 
teaching much people.  And f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time s i n c e  t h e  
church began God bestows the  name "Chr is t ians"  on t h e  
fol lowers  of C h r i s t  (v, 26). The p l a c e  i s  Antioch, and 
t h e  time i s  t h i s  "whole year" t h a t  Barnabas and S a u l  
are with t h e  Antioch congregation. Denominational 
scholars  f r e q u e n t l y  say t h e  name "Chris t ians"  i s  noth-  
i n g  but a nickname conferred by t h e  enemies of t h e  
church i n  d e r i s i o n .  But t h e  Greek word t r a n s l a t e d  
"ca l l ed f f  i s  "chrematizo", which i s  used 9 times i n  t h e  
New Testament. Here are the  9 times i t  i s  used ( t h e  
words i n  i t a l i c s  represent  "chrematizo" i n  t h e  o r i g i -  
nal :  "Being warned of God i n  a dream t h a t  they  should 
n o t  r e t u r n  t o  Herod.. ." (Matt. 2: 12) ; "Being warned of 
God i n  a dream, he turned aside i n t o  t h e  p a r t s  of  G a l -  
i lee" (Matt. 2:22) ; "It was revealed unto him by the. 
Holy Ghost, . .I1 (Luke 2: 26) ; "Cornelius.  , .was warned 
from God by an holy angel" (Acts 10:22) ; "The d i s c i -  
p l e s  were c a l l e d  Chr is t ians  f i r s t  i n  Antioch" (Acts 
11:26);  "If, while  her husband l i v e t h ,  she  be marr ied  
t o  another  m a n ,  she shal l  be catZed an a d u l t e r e s s  
(Rom. 7 : 3 ) ;  "As Moses was admonished of God when h e  
was about t o  make t h e  tabernac le .  . ." (Neb a 6: 5)  ; "No- 
ah,  be.(ng warned of God of t h i n g s  n o t  seen  as y e t . .  ." 
(Heb. 11: 7)  ; "If they escaped n o t  who re fused  him t h a t  
spake on e a r t h . . . "  (Heb. 12:25). Now w i t h  t h e  in -  
s tanceg b e f o r e  yous judge f o r  y o u r s e l f .  Why s h o u l d n ' t  
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t h e  t r a n s l a t o r s  have t r a n s l a t e d  A c t s  11:26, "The d is -  
c ip les  were divinely caZZed C h r i s t i a n s  f i r s t  i n  Anti- 
och"? The d i v i n e  giving of a new name a f t e r  t he  gospel  
has  gone t o  t h e  Gent i les  w a s  p red ic t ed  i n  Isa. 62:2, 

now t o  confer  t h i s  holy 
name? We are no t  t o l d ,  but  t he  fo l lowers  of  Chr i s t  are 
no t  a l t o g e t h e r  l i k e  C h r i s t  ( C h r i s t i a ? )  u n t i l  they 
grasp  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  scope of t h e  church such as here 
i n  t h e  f i r s t  congregation composed of both Jexs and 
Gen t i l e s .  

While Barnabas and Saul  are i n  t h i s  g r e a t  year 
w i th  t h e  Antioch church, some prophets  from Jerusalem 
come, and one of them (Agabus--also mentioned la te r  i n  
Acts 21:10,1l)  f o r e t e l l s  a g r e a t  famine which t h e  w r i -  
ter  Luke says  l a t e r  took p l ace  whi le  Claudius Caesar 
w a s  emperor (v. 27,28) between t h e  time of Agabus's 
prophecy and h i s  wr i t i ng  Acts. J u s t  as the  Jerusalem 
members r a l l i e d  t o  the  needs of those  among them (Acts 
4 : 3 4 , 3 5 ) ,  so  does the  same s p i r i t  of gene ros i ty  prompt 
t h e  Antioch b r e t h r e n  t o  send relief t o  t h e i r  C h r i s t i a n  
b re th ren  i n  Judea.  Notice: (1) "Every man'' j o i n s  i n  t o  
send help--not j u s t  a few.  (2) "According t o  h i s  a b i l -  
ity"--compare I Cor. 16:2 concerning a la ter  benevo- 
l e n t  o f f e r i n g  t aken .  ( 3 )  'fDetermined'f--they don ' t  have 
t o  be t a l k e d  i n  t o  doing i t .  Nothing i s  s a i d  about 
Barnabas and Saul  exhort ing and cons t r a in ing  them t o  
do t h i s .  This  makes f o r  "cheerful"  g iv ing  (compare I1 
Cor. 9 : 7 ) .  ( 4 )  They not  only in t end  t o  do i t ,  bu t  i t  
says ,  "Which a l s o  they did." By way of c o n t r a s t  how 
many times people  in tend  t o  do something b u t  never  ge t  
i t  done! With t h i s  famine t o  b e  worldwide (v. 28), why 
send he lp  t o  Jerusalem? Gentile C h r i s t i a n s  fee l  a ma- 
t e r i a l  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  Jewish *bre thren  f o r  the 

Why has  God waited u n t i l  

gospe l  which they have rece ived  from them (Rom. 15:26, 
2 7 ) .  

QUESTIONS: 1 .  How long do Barnabas and SauZ Za- 
bor a t  t h i s  time wi th  the Antioch church? 2 .  What 
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nave is f i r s t  given t o  t h e  dJsciptes here ct An- 
tioch? 3 ,  Who do denomina6ional schoZars say gives 
the d6saipZes t h i s  name? 4 .  Present apgwnents f o r  
th&s being a divineZy given izame. 5. What prophet 
predicts a condng famine? 6 .  What do the Antioch 
brethmn decide t o  do about it? 

C. Bamzabas and Saul’s T ~ i p  t o  JermsaZem 
(Study Acts 11:30--12:24) 

Again . these  two men take t o  t h e  road--to J e r u -  
salem wi th  Antioch’s o f f e r i n g  f o r  t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n  Ju- 
dea e 

Before mentioning i n  Acts 12:25 t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  
Antioch, t h e  insp i red  account drops i n  a non-related 
event t h a t  cannot be l e f t  ou t  of t h e  d i v i n e  r e c o r d ,  
f o r  i t  concerns t h e  s laying of t h e  f i r s t  a p o s t l e  and 
t h e  n e a r - k i l l i n g  of t h e  a p o s t l e  P e t e r .  The m a t e r i a l  i n  
Acts 12:l-24 i s  parenthetic--jumped i n  a t  th i s  p o i n t  
because i t  takes  p lace  a t  Jerusalem about t h e  t i m e  
Barnabas and Saul are br inging t h e  o f f e r i n g  h e r e  and 
t o  d e f e r  recording i t  u n t i l  Barnabas and Saul  g e t  back 
t o  Antioch would be  t o  p lace  it later than it oc- 
curred.  

I n  h i s t o r y  t h i s  Herod i s  a c t u a l l y  Herod Agrippa 
I, f a t h e r  of t h e  Agrippa before  whom Paul  later ap- 
pears  i n  Acts 26. He i s  much more f a v o r a b l e  t o  t h e  
Jews than  was h i s  grandfather  ( t h e  Herod r u l i n g  when 
J e s u s  was born) .  Since several men i n  prominent lead-  
e r s h i p  i n  Jerusalem wear t h e  name James (James t h e  
Lord’s b r o t h e r ,  t h e  a p o s t l e  James t h e  son of Alphaeus, 
and t h i s  James), Luke te l l s  us  t h i s  James i s  t h e  “bro- 
t h e r  of John” t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  him from the o t h e r s .  Poor 
James i s  l c i l l e d  by t h e  sword ( l i k e l y  beheaded l i k e  
John t h e  B a p t i s t )  (v. 1). While he  i s  the f i r s t  apos- 
t l e  t o  d i e ,  h i s  bro ther  John w i l l  be t h e  l a s t  of them 
t o  d i e .  When Jepus asked t h e s e  two b r o t h e r s  i f  they 
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could d r i n k  of and be bap- 
t i z e d  (overwhelmed with s u f f e r i n g s )  w i t h  t he  baptism 
H e  would be bapt ized w i t h  (at His dea th ) ,  they s a i d  
they  could (Matt. 20: 22) and James's martyr-death 
shows they  r e a l l y  meant i t .  

The Jews are pleased with Herod's ac t ion ,  so he 
proceeds t o  imprison P e t e r  f o r  s l ay ing  a f t e r  t he  Pass- 
over  s eason  ends (v. 3 ) .  The King James' word "Easter" 
i n  v. 4 i s  more properly "Passover" o r  "Unleavened 
Bread" as i n  o t h e r  ve r s ions .  A "quarternion" i s  com- 
posed of fou r  s o l d i e r s ,  s o  t h e  "four  quarternions" as- 
signed t o  guard Pe te r  are s i x t e e n  s o l d i e r s !  His hands 
are a l s o  chained (v. 7) f o r  extreme precaut ion .  Could 
it be t h a t  Herod's e x t r a  cau t ion  3s due t o  the unsuc- 
cessful j a i l i n g  of the  a p o s t l e s  earlier (Acts 5:17- 
26) ? 

V. 5 t e l l s  of unceasing prayer  by t h e  church f o r  
P e t e r  wh i l e  v.. 12 t e l l s  of a s i z a b l e  group crowded in-  
t o  Mark's mother 's  home f o r  prayer .  It i s  a t i m e  of 
deepes t  concern f o r  the  church because the  government 
is  k i l l i n g  o f f  i t s  a p o s t o l i c  l e a d e r s .  

The Passover  i s  ended, and tomorrow morning Pe te r  
i s  scheduled t o  be brought out  of p r i s o n  t o  be k i l l e d .  
mile C h r i s t i a n s  are praying,  God sends an angel  t o  
d e l i v e r  him from pr i son .  He s t r i k e s  t h e  s leeping  apos- 
t l e  on h i s  s i d e  t o  arouse him and says ,  "Arise up 
quick ly ."  Immediately t h e  cha ins  binding him t o  the  
two s l e e p i n g  s o l d i e r s  f a l l  o f f  without  arousing them 
(v, 6,7) .  Peter i s  to ld  t o  g i r d  himself and put  on his 
s a n d a l s  and o u t e r  garment and fo l low him (v. 8 ) .  Peter 
is  obedient  even though he is  s t i l l  groggy with s l e e p  
and i s  under t h e  i l l u s i o n  he i s  having a v i s i o n  (v. 
9 ) .  A s  t h e  two proceed through the  d i f f e r e n t  wards of 
t h e  p r i s o n ,  t h e  g r e a t  i r o n  g a t e  of t h e  prison opens of 
i t s  own accord ,  and they emerge o u t s i d e  the wall i n t o  
t h e  c i t y  street. Here t h e  angel  depa r t s ,  l eav ing  P e t e r  
a lone  (v. 10) . 

A s  P e t e r  s t ands  a lone  he g e t s  f u l l y  awake and 

t h e  cup H e  would d r i n k  of 



1 
~ 1 2 : Z I - J B  JOURNEYS OF BARNABAS AND SAUL 121 

realizes he .is not  dreaming b u t  has  indeed been d i -  
v i n e l y  r e l e a s e d  from p r i s o n  (v. ll). For a moment he 
s t a n d s  considerfng j u s t  what; t o  do and where t o  go at  
such an  hour. He  dec ides  t o  go t o  t h e  home o f  Mark and 
h i s  mother Mary. H e  i s  su rp r i sed  t h a t  anybody i s  s t i l l  
up a t  t h a t  la te  hour .  Not knowing t h a t  a crowd i s  i n -  

? s i d e  pray ing  f o r  him, he knocks a t  t h e  door and c a l l s .  
1 !When t h e  damsel Rhoda conies t o  t h e  door and r ecogn izes  

t h e  vo ice  t o  be Peter 's ,  she i s  more e x c i t e d  t o  run  
and t e l l  them P e t e r  i s  a t  the  door than  t o  l e t  him i n .  
He  cont inues  knocking as the  pray ing  group s t o p s  pray- 
ing t o  d i s p u t e  h e r  r e p o r t .  Nobody b e l i e v e s  h e r ,  some 
affirming she i s  mental ly  off  whi le  o t h e r s  say i t  must 
be Peter's angel  she saw, "The Jews he ld  t h a t  everyone 
had his guard ian  angel ,  and they thought t h i s  angel  
had assumed P e t e r ' s  voice' '  (B.  W. Johnson) .  Rhoda re- 
tu rns  t o  t h e  door and adinits P e t e r  t o  t h e  u t t e r  amaze- 
ment of them a l l  (v. 12-16). The i r  p raye r s  may have 
been f o r  Peter t o  be  courageous i n  t h e  f a c e  of dea th ,  
and t h a t  h i s  f a i t h  f a i l  no t .  I f ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, 
they have been praying f o r  him t o  escape  dea th  some- 
how, then  they have done more ask ing  than  be l iev ing- -  
an all-to-common f a i l u r e  of pray ing  people .  

H i s  s t and ing  i n  t h e i r  p resence  touches o f f  a 
noisy  response. Wishing t o  s h a r e  wi th  them t h e  good 
news of how he  has  been d e l i v e r e d ,  h e  seeks  t o  g e t  an 
oppor tuni ty  t o  be heard by beckoning wi th  h i s  hand (v. 
1 7 )  (compare Acts 13:16). He e x p l a i n s  t o  them how he  
was r e l e a s e d  and then te l ls  them t o  inform James (ev i -  
dence would p o i n t  t o  James t h e  Lord ' s  b r o t h e r ,  one of 
t h e  l ead ing  men i n  the  Jerusalem church) and t h e  o t h e r  
b r e t h r e n  of h i s  release, dark  and he  
can f l e e  t o  a b e t t e r  h id ing  p l a c e  than  Mary's house,  
he  d e p a r t s  i n t o  "another place'' (v. 1 7 ) .  Some even 
t h i n k  "another place ' '  may s i g n i f y  another  place be- 
sides Jerusalem where he  cannot be so e a s i l y  l o c a t e d .  

"no small s t ir  among t h e  s o l -  [ diers" (v. 18) when dayl ight  breaks wi th  t h e i r  p r i son -  

o 

Wh3tle it i s  y e t  

We can imagine t h e  
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er gone! They are aware of t he  Roman pena l ty  f o r  not 
keeping a p r i s o n e r  committed t o  t h e i r  c a r e  (death) .  
And t h a t  i s  e x a c t l y  what b e f a l l s  them (v .  19). Herod 
i s  provoked over  P e t e r ' s  a l l u d i n g  him and h i s  inten-  
t i a n s  concerning him. With h i s  bus iness  i n  Judea ac- 
complished, he  r e t u r n s  t o  h i s  c a p i t a l  c i t y  Caesarea 
(v. 19). 

From t h e  above events  about James and P e t e r ,  t h e  
i n s p i r e d  h i s t o r i a n  1,uke moves h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  Caesa- 
rea, fo l lowing  Herod. Why f o l l o w  him? To wi tness  t h e  
d i v i n e  judgment t h a t  w i l l  b e f a l l  him f o r  l i f t i n g  up 
h i s  hand a g a i n s t  t h e  church, f o r  execut ing innocent 
guards,  and f o r  something very grave about t o  happen. 
Let's see. 

We are n o t  t o l d  what i t  i s  t h a t  causes  Herod A- 
gr ippa  I t o  be so  "highly displeased" wi th  those of 
Phoen ic i a ' s  two famous c i t i e s  (Tyre and Sidon) (v. 
20).  The marginal  reading says  he "bare an h o s t i l e  
mind, i n t end ing  war." This  may (expla in  why they come 
d e s i r i n g  peace,  f o r  P a l e s t i n e  is a ch ief  source of 
t h e i r  imported food supply (v.  20). The Phoenician 
de lega t ion  must g e t  by Herod's chamberlain i n  order  t o  
see t h e  k ing  personal ly  (chainberlains kep t  t h e  door t o  
a k i n g ' s  p r i v a t e  quarter--Esth. 6:2). Herod's t r u s t e d  
chamberlain i s  B las tus ,  and they accomplish t h e i r  pur- 
pose of p l a c a t i n g  Herod's wrath through Blas tus .  
Luke 's  account now moves us  forward t o  Herodts  sudden 
and mise rab le  dea th  which appea r s  t o  be on the  h e e l s  
of t h e  Phoenic ians '  coming. 

by the  Jewish h i s t o r -  
i a n  Josephus,  and the  similari t ies between h i s  account 
and the  b r i e f  n o t i c e  of it he re  i n  Acts make i t  i n t e r -  
e s t i n g  and p r o f i t a b l e  t o  draw d e t a i l s  from both ac- 
counts .  Josephus says i t  w a s  i n  t h e  g r e a t  stadium a t  
Caesarea whi le  a t tending  s p o r t s  and games honoring the  
emperor Claudius Caesar while  Acts does not  t e l l  us  
where i t  w a s .  Acts t e l l s  of t h e  o r a t i o n  Herod de l iv -  
ers--Josephus does not inc lude  i t .  Acts mentions the  

H i s  dea th  i s  a l s o  repor ted  
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"royal  apparel"  worn by Herod, whi le  Josephus e l a b o r -  
a tes  on i t  as follows: "He put  on a garment wholly of 
s i l v e r ,  and of wonderful contex ture ,  and e a r l y  i n  the 
morning came i n t o  the  t h e a t r e  (p l ace  o f  shows and 
games), a t  which t i m e  t h e  s i lver  of h i s  garment, be ing  
iLLumiaated by t h e  f i r s t  r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  s u n ' s  r a y s  
upon i t p  shone a f t e r  a s u r p r i s i n g  manner." Acts s a y s  
t h e  people shouted, "It i s  the v o i c e  of a god, and n o t  
of  a man" (v.  22) while Josephus p u t s  i t  l i k e  t h i s :  
"The f l a t t e r e r s  c r i e d  ou t ,  one from one p l a c e ,  and a- 
nother ,  t h a t  he  was a god; and they added, ' B e  thou  
merc i fu l  unto u s ,  f o r  although w e  have h i t h e r t o  rever- 
enced thee only as a king,  y e t  s h a l l  we hencefor th  o,wn 
thee as a s u p e r i o r  t o  mortal  n a t u r e ' . ' '  Acts says Herod 
"gave no t  God t h e  glory",  t ak ing  t h e  honor of God t o  
himself ( v ,  23), while Josephus says  he  d id  " n e i t h e r  
rebuke them, nor reject  t h e i r  impious f l a t t e r y . "  Acts 
says, "The Lord smote him.. . , he  was worms ~ 

and gave up t h e  ghost" (v. 2 5 ) ,  while  Josephus says  he 
w a s  s e i z e d  wi th  v i o l e n t  pa ins  i n  t h e  bowels and d i e d  
i n  g r e a t  t o r t u r e  f ive  days l a te r .  The t e r r i b l e  p a i n  
was caused by i n t e s t i n a l  worms e a t i n g  on him--some- 
thing he nor  anybody could do anything t o  a l leviate .  
It was t h e  same th ing  h i s t o r y  says  happened t o  two 
o t h e r  wicked enemies of God's people: Antiochus Epiph- 
anes and Rerod t h e  Great. 

chapter  Herod sets o u t  
t o  s t o p  t h e  church i n  order  t o  p l e a s e  t h e  J e w s .  By t h e  
end of t h e  chapter  he  i s  dead and gone. I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  
him v. 24 says ,  "But t h e  word of God grew and m u l t i -  
p l ied ,"  reminding us  of I Pe t .  1 : 2 4 , 2 5 :  "All f l e s h  i s  
as g r a s s ,  and a l l  t h e  glory of man as t h e  f lower of 
g ra s s .  The g r a s s  wi there th ,  and t h e  f lower thereof  
f a l l e t h  away: but  t h e  word of t h e  Lord endureth for  
ever . I' 

e a t e n  of 

I n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h i s  

QUESTIONS: 1. What tpagedy befaZZs the  church 
about the  time Barnabas and S a d  me a t  JerusaZem with 
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Antioch's of fer ing? 2, Which Herod is this? 3 .  Does 
his ac t  dispZease or please the Jews? 4 .  In  whose 
house are many gathered for  prayer? 
t e r ' s  release from prison, 6 .  Who ansuers Peter's 
knock a t  the  door? 
t o  guard Peter? 
od r~ death with Luke's account i n  Acts.  

5 .  TeZZ of Pe- 

7 .  What happens t o  those assigned 
8 ,  Blend Josephus's account o f  Her- 

E .  Barnabas and Sau l ' s  Return t o  Antioch 
(Study Acts 12:25) 

Having s a f e l y  and f a i t h f u l l y  de l ive red  the  Anti-  
och o f f e r i n g  t o  t h e  Jerusalem e l d e r s  t o  have on hand 
when t h e  Agabus-predicted famine arrives (see Acts 11: 
27,28), Barnabas and Saul go b ck t o  Antioch, tak ing  
John Mark wi th  them. You w i l l  remember i t  was i n  h i s  
mother ' s  house i n  Jerusalem where many were gathered 
praying  f o r  P e t e r  (Acts 12:12). It i s  thought by m%ny 
t h a t  Mark was t h e  "young man" he te l ls  about i n  h i s  
own account of t h e  arrest of Jesus-the young man who 
f l e d  o u t  of t h e  garden naked when they  t r i e d  t o  lay 
hold  on him too (Mark 14:51,52). His boyhood name was 
"John". We know him more by h i s  la ter  name "Mark", 
possibly because of t h i s  name being a t tached  t o  t h e  
New Testament book he penned. 

7 

QUESTIONS: 1.  Who accompanies Barnabas and SauZ 
back t o  Antioch? 2 .  What is h i s  other name? 


