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Prisoner at J 

A. PauZ NaxrowZy Escapes Death 
(Study Acts 21:20--22:29) 

The way Luke r e p o r t s  v. 20 i t  sounds as i f  James 
and t h e  e l d e r s  do n o t  spend a l o t  of t i m e  g l o r i f y i n g  
God over  P a u l ' s  r e p o r t  on h i s  G e n t i l e  work but quickly 
inform him of the s t r o n g  a t t i t u d e  of some of t h e  Jeru-  
salem members a g a i n s t  him. It i s  hard  t o  understand 
why they are s t i l l  so  "zealous of t h e  l a w "  when i t s  
a u t h o r i t y  h a s  ceased. Their d e s c r i p t i o n  here  resembles 
t h e  E b i o n i t e  sect  of church h i s t o r y  that  blended Jew- 
i s h  and C h r i s t i a n  thought.  I f  t h e s e  are l i k e  t h e  Ebio- 
n i t e s  ( o r  are t h e  e a r l y  Ebioni tes )  why should they be 
coddled i n s t e a d  o f  cor rec ted?  A s  t o  t h e  non-efficacy 
of c i rcumcis ion  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  age Paul  has  w r i t t e n  
t h a t  i t  now h a s  no e f f i c a c y  (I Cor. 7:19; Gal. 5:6; 
Ga1.6:15). Y e t  as 2 matter of expediency while evange- 
l i z i n g  among J e w s  he has  had Timothy circumcised (Acts 
16: l -3) .  Probably i n  t h e  same way Paul  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  
conform t o  cer ta in  Jewish customs (see 1 Cor. 9:20) 
whi le  a t  t h e  same t i m e  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  as a system i t  
cannot save (Acts  13:39).  So i n  order  t o  q u i e t  t h i s  
element a g a i n s t  him and h i s  m i n i s t r y  (v. 21) he ac- 
c e p t s  t h e  a d q i c e  of James and t h e  Jerusalem e l d e r s  t o  
do h e r e  (v;  22-24,26) what we have seen  t h a t  he  has  
a l r e a d y  done a t  Cenchrea on t h e  Second Tour ( see  Acts 
18:18). I n  s o  advis ing  Paul  they recognize t h a t  t h e i r  
d e c r e e  t o  t h e  G e n t i l e s  i n  Acts 15 d e a l t  with Gentiles 
who had never  been involved wi th  circumcision and who 
had never  been under t h e , l a w  of Moses (v. 25).  

But even though Paul  has  "bent over backwards" t o  
mellow t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  toward him, he  s t i l l  ends up i n  
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t roub le .  I n  f a c t  t h e  t rouble  grows o u t  of what cer ta in  
Jews think they see when he i s  i n  t h e  t e m p l e  p u r i f y i n g  
himself .  But t h e  t r o u b l e  does n o t  come through t h e  Je- 
rusalem Jews he i s  seeking t o  appease but  from c e r t a i n  
Jews of t h e  province of Asia who a r e  a l s o  i n  Jerusa lem 
f o r  t h e  Feas t  of Pentecost .  They had seen  a Greek 
(Trophimus from Ephesus of t h e i r  province)  on t h e  
streets of Jerusalem with him, and when they  see P a u l  
i n  t h e  t e m p l e  they suppose he has  brought Trophimus 
i n t o  the  temple too ,  t hus  p o l l u t i n g  t h e  temple (v. 27- 
29 ) .  And as they c ry ,  "Men of Israel, he lp :  T h i s  i s  
t h e  man, t h a t  t eache th  a l l  men every where a g a i n s t  the 
people, and t h e  law, and t h i s  place:  and f u r t h e r  
brought Greeks a l s o  i n t o  t h e  temple, and h a t h  p o l l u t e d  
t h i s  holy place,"  i t  g e t s  t h e  r e s u l t s  wished by t h e i r  
ant i -Paul  minds, f o r  " a l l  t h e  c i t y  w a s  moved, and the 
people r a n  toge the r :  and they took Pau l ,  and drew him 
out  of t h e  temple" (v. 30) and "went about t o  k i l l  
him" (v, 31), he being saved only  because t h e  Roman 
capta in  h e a r s  t h e  uproar ,  sees what i s  happening, and 
goes out  with " s o l d i e r s  and centur ions"  t o  r e s c u e  him 
(v. 31,321. Their  sudden and unexpected appearance 
p u t s  an end t o  t h e  Jews bea t ing  of Paul  (v. 3 2 ) .  To 
safeguard him and y e t  t o  give h i s  opponents an oppor- 
t u n i t y  t o  br ing t h e i r  case a g a i n s t  him b e f o r e  the Ro- 
man a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  ch ief  c a p t a i n  o r d e r s  P a u l  bound 
and c a r r i e d  i n t o  t h e  cas t le  (v.  3 3 ) .  

When t h i s  i n c i d e n t  breaks on Pau l ,  he  i s  aware 
t h a t  t h i s  i s  what w a s  d i v i n e l y  pred ic ted  i n  each  p l a c e  
t o  b e f a l l  him. For awhile  i t  s u r e l y  looked l i k e  i t  w a s  
going t o  be "death" f o r  him i n s t e a d  of going t o  "pr i -  
son" ( see  h i s  words i n  v. 13) .  And t h u s  f o r  him begins  
a f u l l  four  years  of imprisonment i n  j a i l s  i n  t h r e e  
d i f f e r e n t  c i t i e s  (Jerusalem, Caesarea, and Rome), and 
i t  a l l  begins  wi th  fa l se  suppos i t ion  and misrepresen-  
t a t i o n .  It i s  a l l  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  evangel iz ing  t h e  Gen- 
t i l es ;  consequently he later wrote,  "I Paul ,  t h e  p r i - '  
soner of J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  f o r  you Gent i les"  (Eph. 3: 1) , 
and since he wrote those  words t o  t h e  Ephesian church 
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he might well, have pointed o u t  t h a t  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  
with Troplaimus (an Ephesian) w a s  r e a l l y  what t r i g g e r e d  
the t roub le  In Jerusalem. 

The cliief c a p t a i n  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i n d i n g  o u t  
who Paul  i s  and what he  h a s  done ( 3 3 ) ,  but  he  c a n ' t  
f i n d  o u t  from what he i s  hear ing ,  f o r  "some c r i e d  one 
t h i n g ,  some another ,  among t h e  mul t i tudc"  (v.  341,  s o  
he o r d e r s  him c a r r i e d  i n t o  t h e  castle (v. 3 4 ) ,  and as 
they  do so the  people f o l l o w  and c r y  o u t ,  "Away w i t h  
him" (v. 3 6 ) ,  so b i t t e r  i s  t h e i r  h a t r e d  toward him. 

A s  they  are car ry ing  P a u l  up t h e  stairs (v. 35 ) ,  
h e  a s k s  t h e  ch ief  c a p t a i n  i f  h e  may speak wi th  him (v. 
3 7 ) .  The c a p t a i n  i s  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  he can speak Greek, 
t h i n k i n g  he i s  a n  Egyptian who sometime ago headed up 
a band of several thousand murderers (v. 3 8 ) .  Josephus 
mentions one who f i t s  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  several ways. 

Poor Paul--charged w i t h  br inging  Greeks i n t o  t h e  
temple (which h e  hadn ' t )  and now supposed t o  be a 
gagg-leader (which he i s n ' t ) !  H e  h a s  asked t o  speak t o  
t h e  people ,  bu t  f i r s t  h e  speaks t o  t h e  ch ief  c a p t a i n  
to  te l l  h i m  who he is: a "Jew" (not  an Egyptian) "of 
Tarsus" i n  Ci l ic ia ,  a " c i t i z e n "  (no t  a gang-leader) of 

no mean" o r  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  c i t y  (Tarsus was a promi- 
n e n t ,  honorable  c i t y  of t h e  day) (v. 3 9 ) ,  and when he  
f u r t h e r  a s k s  permission t o  speak t o  t h e  people (v. 39)  
t h e  ch ief  c a p t a i n  i s  agreeable  (v. 4 0 ) ,  expect ing by 
what Paul. w i l l  say  t o  l e a r n  what t h e  problem i s  be- 
tween him and t h e  people.  So s tanding  on the stairs a- 
bove t h e  mob i n  t h e  cour t  below, Paul  beckons wi th  h i s  
hand f o r  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  (compare Acts 13:lG and Acts 
26:1) ,  which under t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e y  g ive  him (v. 
4 0 ) .  Paul  can n o t  only  speak Greek, b u t  t h e  chief  cap- 
t a in  learns he can speak Hebrew a lso  (v. 4 0 ) ,  con- 
f i r m i n g  P a u l ' s  statement t o  him t h a t  h e  i s  a Jew. 

Nave you €sand any o t h e r  chapter  of t h e  Bible  be- 
s i d e s  thio one emding with a comma? 

Hear ye my defense" (2211)  lets US know .cqhy he 
has  asked f o r  permission t o  speak t o  them. His wisdorn 

1 1  
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i n  choosing t h e  Hebrew language i n  which t o  speak tc' 
them is seen i n  t h e i r  being ve ry  q u i e t  t o  hea r  what he 
says  (v. 2 ) .  

H e  g ives  them t h e  same background informat ion  
concerning himself  he has  a l r eady  g iven  t h e  ch ie f  cap- 
t a i n  bu t  proceeds t o  inform them of h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n  t h e  Jewish r e l i g i o n :  (1) "brought up i n  t h i s  c i t y  
a t  t h e  f e e t  of Gamaliel,'! t h e  g r e a t  Jewish t eache r  who 
himself  i s  mentioned i n  ~ c t s  5:34f5; (2) "taught  ac- 
cording t o  t h e  p e r f e c t  manner of t h e  l a w  of t h e  f a -  
t he r s ; "  and (3)  ''was zealous toward God" i n  persecu- 
t i n g  C h r i s t i a n s  "as ye a l l  are t h i s  day" (v. 3 , 4 ) ,  The 
h igh  p r i e s t  and t h e  e l d e r s  can vouch f o r  t h i s ,  f o r  
they are t h e  ones who i ssued  him letEers t o  t h e  Da- 
mascus synagogue au tho r i z ing  him t o  b r i n g  d i s c i p l e s  of 
Jesus  from t h e r e  t o  JerusalLm f o r  punishment (v. 5 ) .  

Then he begins  t o  unfold t h e  d i v i n e  even t s  t h a t  
l e d  do  his change of mind and l i f e .  Be speaks of t h e  
g r e a t  l i g h t  t h a t  shone around him as w e l l  as  those  
wi th  him and t h e  vo ice  of J e s u s  a s k i n g  him why he  w a s  
pe r secu t ing  H i m  (v. 3-9) .  H e  t o l d  of being s e n t  i n t o  
Damascus f o r  s p e c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and of  being l e d  
t h e r e  because of being bl inded by t h e  g r e a t  l i g h t  (v. 
l O , l l ) ,  And who w a s  s e n t  t o  him wi th  those  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s ?  "One Ananias, a devout man according t o  t h e  
law, having a good r e p o r t  o f  a l l  t h e  Jews who dwelt  
there"  (v. 12)  

The audience cont inues t o  l i s t e n  as h e  te l ls  them 
of Ananias 's  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  him ("Arise,  and be bap- 
t i z e d ,  and wash away thy s i n s ,  c a l l i n g  on t h e  name of 
the.  Lord") (v. 13-16). (For a f u l l e r  t r ea tmen t  of h i s  
conversion see comments on A c t s  9:3-18.) 

H e  next  tel ls  them of coming back t o  Jerusalem 
some t h r e e  y e a r s  later (Gal.. 1:18) and of  h i s  t r a n c e  
while  pray ing  i n  t h e  temple  i n  which C h r i s t  t o l d  him, 
"Make h a s t e ,  and g e t  t h e e  qu ick ly  o u t  of Jerusalem: 
f o r  they w i l l  n o t  r ece ive  thy  tes t imony concerning me" 
(v. 17,18). From v. 19,20 i t  is  obvious t h a t  Pau l  
t r i e d  t o  persuade t h e  Lotd t o  l e t  him s t a y  on i n  Jeru- 
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Salem, be ing  s u r e  they  would l i s t e n  t o  him. But he w a s  
t o l d ,  "Depart: f o r  I' w i l l  send t h e e  f a r  hence unto t h e  
Gen t i l e s "  (v .  21) .  They are p a t i e n t  l i s t e n e r s  un- 
t i l  h e  mentions "Gentiles" ("They gave him audience 
unto  t h i s  word"--v. 2 2 ) .  But they  w i l l  l i s t e n  t o  him 
no l o n g e r .  They tear off  t h e i r  c l o t h e s ,  throw dus t  
i n t o  t h e  a i r ,  and cry o u t ,  "Away wi th  such a f e l low 
from t h e  e a r t h ;  f o r  i t  is  no t  f i t  t h a t  he should l i v e "  
(v .  2 2 , 2 3 ) .  It i s  probably impossible  f o r  us t o  real- 
i z e  how an t i -Gen t i l e  t h e i r  Jewish-exclusiveness has  
made them. Immediately the  ch ief  cap ta in  has  Paul  
brought  i n t o  t h e  c a s t l e  f o r  safe-keeping (v.  2 4 ) .  

F a i l i n g  t o  l e a r n  what the  a c t u a l  charges are a- 
g a i n s t  P a u l ,  t h e  Roman o f f i c i a l  i s  going t o  have Paul  
I' examined by scourging" (v. 2 4 ) .  "It was q u i t e  a com- 
mon p r a c t i c e  among Roman p r o v i n c i a l  r u l e r s  t o  scourge 
i n t o  a confess ion  of t h e i r  crimes men whom they he ld  
as c r i m i n a l s  and a g a i n s t  whom s u i t a b l e  evidence w a s  
n o t  a t  hand" (McGarvey). A s  they are ty ing  him wi th  
l e a t h e r  thongs i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  scourging,  Paul  says  
something t h a t  changes the  whole p i c t u r e :  "Is i t  law-  
f u l  f o r  you t o  scourge a man t h a t  is  a Roman, and un- 
condemned?" (v. 2 5 ) .  The "Porcian Law" forbad scourg- 
i n g  a Roman c i t i z e n .  Immediately t h e  centur ion  d i r e c t -  
i n g  t h e  ordered-scourging conveys P a u l ' s  s t a r t l i n g  in-  
format ion  t o  t h e  ch ief  cap ta in  (v. 2 6 ) ,  who asks  Paul  
d i r e c t l y ,  " A r t  thou a Roman?" When he  a f f i rms  he  is, 
t h e  ch ie f  c a p t a i n  says  he became a Roman c i t i z e n  by 
paying a l a r g e  sum of money (v. 2 7 , 2 8 )  and wonders how 
Paul ,  a poor and persecuted man, would have t h e  means 
of becoming a Roman c i t i z e n  (Barnes).  Paul  shows it 
was n o t  a matter of money wi th  him but  of being born a 
Roman c i t i z e n  (v. 28). How was he born" a Roman c i t i -  
zen? Some t h i n k  h i s  being born i n  Tarsus made him 
' ' f ree  born". Rome made some c i t ies  " f r ee  cities' ' be- 
cause of some mer i tor ious  act  of those ci t ies .  J u l i u s  
Caesar w a s  t h e  f irst  t o  make Tarsus a f r e e  c i t y  f o r  
i t s  h e l p  t o  him i n  h i s  war wi th  Egypt. Mark Antony re- 
cognized it as a f r e e  c i t y  as d i d  his successor  Augus- 

1' 
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t u s ,  "Free c i t i e s  were permi t ted  ... t o  u se  t h e i r  own 
laws and customs, t o  have t h e i r  own m a g i s t r a t e s ,  abd 
they were f r e e  from being s u b j e c t  t o  'Roman guards"  
(Barnes),  but  i t  d id  no t  make people  born i n  them 
automatic Roman c i t i z e n s  (Robertson) .  People  i n  Roman 
provinces  were au tomat i ca l ly  Roman c i t i z e n s ,  bu t  peo- 

--p1.e of f r e e  c i t ies  were c i t i z e n s  of t h e i r  own c i t y  1 1 (and such i s  Paul by h i s  own words--21:39). It i s  
thought,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  Paul  i s  a descendant  of some 
man made a Roman c i t i z e n  because of some m e r i t o r i o u s  

cap t a i n  . 
from Pa.ul wi th  f e a r ,  hav- 

i n g  a l ready  bound him t v .  2 9 ) , i s  found i n  a statement 
by Cicero: "It i s  a misdeed t o  b ind  a Roman c i t i zen - -a  
crime t o  scourge him--almost p a r r i c i d e  t o  p u t  him t o  
death." Paul i s  now completely l e f t  unmanacled (v. 

deed o r  by having purchased that r i g h t  l i k e  t h e  chief 

The reason they depa r t  

u30) I 

QUESTIONS: 1. Of what do the  leackrs inform Paul? 
2, What advice does James give him? 
eaylain Paul's doing t h i s  when he knows the authori ty  
of the law has ceased? 4 .  Does it end the way James 
intended? 5. Whom do they suppose Paul has ac tual ly  
brought i n t o  the  temple? 6 .  f i o  rescues PauZ from the  
i r a t e  JGWS? 7 .  This i s  actual ly  the beginning of how 

hems Paul speaking Hebrew? I O .  Pihat request does he 
make o f  the chief  captain? 1 2 .  I n  what language does 
he speak t o  the people? 12. What  3 th ings  does he 
t e l l  about h i s  l i f e  before his conversion t o  Christian- 
i t y ?  13. How does he describe the  Ananias who erne t o  
him i n  Damascus? 
turned t o  Jerusalem? 15. Why d i d  he s tay  i n  Jerusalem 
such a short time? 16. What word tkt PauZ says rea l -  
Zy s t i r s  up h i s  hearers? 17 .  Why did t he  ch ie f  cap- 

18. Discuss how Paul 

3. How do you 

-,many years o f  imprisonmen$ f o r  Paul? 8 .  I n  what 3 
j lplaces? 9.  f i a t  s tuprises  the ch ie f  captain when he 

14.  How long was it before he re -  



21 2 THE GREAT BOOK OF ACTS 22:30--23:5 

B .  P a u l  and His Jezjish Accusers Appear 
before the Chief Captain 
(Study Acts 22~30- -23~11)  

The ch ie f  c a p t a i n  has  been thwarted i n  every pre- 
v i o u s  a t t empt  t o  f i n d  ou t  what Pau l  has  done, He  de- 
c i d e s  t o  c a l l  i n  t h e  ch ief  priests and Jewish counci l  
a long  wi th  Pau l  t o  f i n d  out  (22:30).  

The f irst  t h i n g  s t a t e d  i s  Pau l ' s  "earnes t ly  be- 
ho ld ing  t h e  counci l "  (v. l). H e  i s  probably see ing  i f  
any of h i s  former p a r t  of t h e  
counc i l .  A few may be. I f  poor eyes igh t  i s  t h e  " thorn 
i n  t h e  f l e s h "  mentioned i n  I1 Cor. 12:7-9, h i s  "earn- 
e s t l y  beholding" t h e  counc i l  members is  an a p t  p i c t u r e  
of h i s  a t t empt  t o  ana lyze  t h e  p r e s e n t  counci l .  

H i s  s t a t emen t  t o  have " l ived  i n  a l l  good con- 
s c i e n c e  be fo re  God u n t i l  t h i s  day" (v. 1) i s  n o t  con- 
t r a d i c t e d  by h i s  having persecuted Chr i s t i ans  ear l ier  
(see Acts  26:9).  To him h i s  a c t i o n  had been an ind ica -  
t i o n  of h i s  z e a l  f o r  God (Ph i l .  3 : 6 ) ,  Such a claim in-  
d i c a t e s  h i s  change from Judaism t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y  has  
been s i n c e r e l y  and consc ien t ious ly  made. It i s  obvious 
t h e  h igh  p r i e s t  Ananias deplores  such a s ta tement  corn- 
i n g  from a man looked on as an they 
cons ide r  a criminal, so he commands Paul  t o  be smi t t en  
on t h e  mouth f o r  so speaking (v. 1 ) .  Robertson says 
t h a t  smi t ing  t h e  mouth o r  t h e  cheek i s  an i r r i t a t i n g  
o f f e n s e  and an act  seen among Jews from t i m e  t o  t i m e  
(see Luke 6:29) .  With personal  f e e l i n g s  r i l e d  by t h i s  
blow on t h e  mouth Paul does no t  remember Je sus '  in- 
s t r u c t i o n  t o  t u r n  the  o t h e r  cheek ( apos t l e s  are hu- 
man) bu t  pronounces him a j u d i c i a l  hypocr i te  (white- 
washed wa l l )  f o r  smi t ing  him f o r  making a t r u e  state- 
ment (v .  3 ) .  The counc i l  members who are no t  accus- 
tomed t o  hea r ing  t h e i r  h igh  p r i e s t  so  r e v i l e d  repri-  
mand Pau l  f o r  h i s  words (v.  4 ) .  Josephus 's  h i s t o r y  of 
t h i s  Ananias l ends  t h e  thought t h a t  Paul  i s  speaking 
wi th  sarcasm when he  says ,  "I w i s t  n o t ,  b re thren ,  t h a t  
h e  w a s  t h e  h igh  p r i e s t "  (v. 5 ) .  He had been h igh  

co l leagues  are s t i l l  a 

apos t a t e  and who 
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p r i e s t  when Quadratus was t h e  Roman ruler. Quadratus 
had sent him bound t o  Rome t o  s t a n d  t r i a l  f o r  h i s  be- 
havior  over c e r t a i n  d i f f i c u l t i e s  between t h e  J e w s  and 
Samaritans, and even though Claudius Caesar dismissed 
Ananias and returned him t o  Jerusalem h e  had n o t  re- 
s t o r e d  him t o  the  o f f i c e  of h igh  p r i e s t .  Jonathan be- 
came t h e  new high p r i e s t ,  whose r e c e n t  murder had l e f t  
t h e  high pr ies t ' s  o f f i c e  vacant f o r  a time. Barnes re- 
marks, "It was during t h i s  i n t e r v a l . . . t h a t  t h e  e v e n t s  
which are h e r e  recorded take p l a c e , "  and h e  sees Ana- 
n ias  as merely a f i l l - i n  ( func t ioning  as h igh  p r i e s t  
without a c t u a l l y  being high p r i e s t ) .  I f  h e  were indeed 
t h e  high priest ,  Paul  recognizes  h i s  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  re- 
spec t  t h e  o f f i c e  even i f  he cannot r e s p e c t  t h e  man oc- 
cupying i t  ("It i s  w r i t t e n ,  Thou s h a l t  n o t  speak e v i l  
of t h e  ruler of thy  people") (v. 5 ) .  

Pau l ,  having once been a member o f  t h e  Sanhedrin,  
knew t h a t  p a r t  were Sadducees (who do n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  
any resurrection--v.  8) and p a r t  were P h a r i s e e s  (who 
do be l ieve  i n  l i f e  a f t e r  death--v. 8) and so dec ides  
t o  say something t h a t  w i l l  t u r n  t h a t  body i n t o  a s ta te  
of c o n f l i c t  wi th in  i t s e l f .  Theologica l ly  he h a s  been a 
Pharisee and so says ,  "Men and b r e t h r e n ,  I am a P h a r i -  
see, the son of a Phar i see :  of t h e  hope and r e s u r r e c -  
t i o n  of t h e  dead I a m  called i n  quest ion" (v .  6 ) .  T h i s  
achieves P a u l ' s  purpose, f o r  t h e  two p a r t i e s  break  o u t  
i n t o  t h e o l o g i c a l  s t r i f e  once more f i n a l l y  r e s u l t i n g  i n  
t h i s  s ta tement  from t h e  Phar i sees :  "We f i n d  no e v i l  i n  
t h i s  man: b u t  i f  a s p i r i t  o r  an a n g e l  h a t h  spoken t o  
him ( t h e  Sadducees d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  s p i r i t s  o r  a n g e l s  
either--v.  81, l e t  u s  no t  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  God" (v. 9 ) .  
A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  Sadducees a r e  so  s t i r r e d  up and so 
v i n d i c t i v e  a g a i n s t  P a u l  they are going t o  take matters 
i n t o  t h e i r  own hands t o  i n f l i c t  punishment on him 
which they see w i l l  n o t  otherwise be g iven  P a u l ,  and 
i n  p r o t e c t i o n  of Paul  t h e  P h a r i s e e s  t a k e  h o l d  of him 
too i n  order  t o  rescue  him o u t  of t h e i r  hands. A t  t h i s  
p o i n t  t he  chief  c a p t a i n  (who s t i l l  h a s n ' t  l e a r n e d  what 
t h e  charge a g a i n s t  P a u l  i s )  s t e p s  i n  t o  r e s c u e  him a- 
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ga in  and h a s  h i m  brought back i n t o  the c a s t l e  (v. lo). 
A t  t h e  t i m e  of Pau l ' s  baptism Ananias of Damascus 

mentioned t h e  many th ings  Paul  would have t o  s u f f e r .  
I1 Cor. Tms a l r e a d y  been w r i t t e n ,  s o  Paul ' s  n a r r a t i o n  
of numerous s u f f e r i n g s  i n  I1 Cor. 11:23-27 shows he  
has a l r e a d y  s u f f e r e d  much. He i s  a g a h  going through a 
s u f f e r i n g  pe r iod ,  and even though he has  aff i rmed h i s  
w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  go t o  p r i s o n  o r  t o  dea th  f o r  the  Lord 
J e s u s  (Acts 21:13) God sends an angel  t h i s  n igh t  t o  
s t a n d  by him and say,  "Be of good cheer, Paul:  f o r  as 
thou h a s t  t e s t i f i e d  of m e  i n  Jerusalem, so must thou 
bea r  w i t n e s s  a l s o  a t  Rome" (u. 11). Paul  w i l l  not  
f o r g e t  this assurance)  f o r  he  has  wanted f o r  a long 
t i m e  t o  go t o  Rome (Rom. 1:9-,15). 

QUESTIONS: 1. Why m;ght Paul be looking the coun- 
eiZ over so earnestly? 2 .  m a t  does Paul say that  
causes him t o  be smitten on the mouth? 3. what does 
Paul say tha t  rea l ly  turns the Sadducees against him? 
4 .  What does an angel teZZ Paul t h i s  night? 

C.  PauZ i s  Transferred t o  Caesama 
(Study Acts 23:12-35) 

McGarvey i s  aga in  observant  when he says ,  "Not- 
wi ths tanding  t h e  gleam of hope granted  t o  Paul  i n  the  
n i g h t ,  h i s  p rospec t s  grew darker  than  ever t h e  nex t  
morning." The Jews who have beels defea ted  i n  t h e i r  
purpose t o  k i l l  Paul  i n  t h e  courtyard (Acts 21:31,32), 
i n  t h e i r  anger a t  h i s  speech from t h e  stairs (Acts 22: 
2 2 - 2 4 ) ,  and i n  see ing  t h e  counc i l ' s  g e t t i n g  nowhere 
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t h e  day before  i n  t h e  hear ing  b e f o r e  t h e  ch ie f  c a p t a i n  
they are t o  end P a u l ' s  l i f e  t h a t  

f o r t y  of them enter i n t o  an agreement bound by an o a t h  
t h a t  they w i l l  k i l l  him before  they  eat a n o t h e r  b i t e  
of food o r  d r i n k  another  swallow of l i q u i d  (v.  12,13), 
which means they  not  on ly  in t end  t o  k i l l  him b u t  t o  do 
it immediately. And how do they p l a n  t o  do i t? By hav- 
ing  t h e  counci l  g e t  t h e  unsuspect ing ch ie f  c a p t a i n  t o  
br ing  Paul  back out  as i f  t o  make only  a b r i e f  i n q u i r v  
about a matter, and a t  t h a t  i n s t a n t  when h e  is brought  
f o r t h  they w i l l  mob him and k i l l  him b e f o r e  any s o l -  
d i e r  o r  s o l d i e r s  can be ordered  t o  p r o t e c t  him (v. 
15). 

Probably t h e  ch ief  cap ta in  would have g ran ted  
t h e i r  reques t  and unknowingly would have played i n t o  
t h e i r  hands, bu t  Godhas promised Pau l  h e  w i l l  y e t  g e t  
t o  Rome. How w i l l  H i s  providence work t o  c a r r y  i t  o u t ?  

Such a p l o t  involv ing  so many people  i s  hard  t o  
keep i n  abso lu te  secrecy .  Somehow a young nephew of 
Paul  overhears  somebody and r e p o r t s  i t  t o  Paul  (v .  16)  
who i n  t u r n  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  h i s  nephew g e t  t o  d e l i v e r  a 
message t o  t h e  ch ief  cap ta in  (v. 17J8). A s  t h e  ch ie f  
cap ta in  t akes  him by t h e  hand as they  go t o  a pr ivate  
p l ace  t o  t a l k  (vi  19), i t  i s  easy  t o  p i c t u r e  t h e  nep- 
hew as of a very  young age ( a  l a d ) .  Here he r e v e a l s  
t he  p l o t  (v .  20,21) and i s  solemnly charged by t h e  
ch ief  cap ta in  no t  t o  t'ell anybody h e  h a s  r evea led  t h i s  

Now Providence must move t h e  c h i e f  c a p t a i n  t o  
quick a c t i o n .  H e  i s  going t o  t r a n s f e r  P a u l  o u t  of Je- 
rusalem down t o  Caesarea t o  t h e  cus tody  of Fe l ix ,  t h e  111 r u l e r  of t h e  land .  TO do t h i s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  we n o t e  (1) 
a ' f u l l  m i l i t a r y  e s c o r t  c o n s i s t i n g  of two hundred s o l -  
d i e r s ,  seventy horsemen, and two hundred spearmen, is  
t o  be provided, and (2) t h e  movement i s  t o  be made i n  
t h e  pr ivacy of n i g h t  (v. 2 3 ) .  He cha rges  t h e  two cen- 
t u r i o n s  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  movement t o  "provide them 1 beas t s ,  t h a t  they  may set Paul  on, and b r i n g  him s a f e +  

so determine 

I; 

U 
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u n t o  F e l i x  t h e  governor" (v .  2 4 ) .  H e  then h a s t i l y  
w r i t e s  a le t ter  of exp lana t ion  t o  be taken t o  Felix 
(v .  25-30). From t h e  l e t t e r  we l e a r n  the  chief  cap- 
t a i n ' s  name (Claudius Lysias)  (v ,  26). 

The f u l l  e s c o r t  goes as far a s  A n t i p a t r i s ,  a c i t y  
about  halfway t o  Caesarea. The seventy horsemen w i l l  
be ample e s c o r t  t h e  rest of t h e  way, so  t h e  o the r s  
r e t u r n  t o  Jerusalem (v. 31,321. The p r i s o n e r  is  
brought  t o  t h e  governor a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  le t ter  from Ly- 
s i a s ,  and s i n c e  Paul  i s  from far-away C i l i c i a  he w i l l  
be  kep t  a t  Caesarea u n t i l  h i s  accusers  a r e  summoned 
from Je rusa l em (v.  33-35). 

QUESTIONS: 1. How determined t o  kiZZ Paul are 40 
men? 2 .  Who Zearns of t h e i r  plot? 3.  To what other 
c i t y  w i Z Z  Paul be moved? 
escor t .  

4.  TeZZ of the number i n  h i s  
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C H A P T E R  1 2  

P r i s o n e r  A t  Ccaesassa 

A ,  PauZ Appems before the Govexflor FeZix 
(Study Acts 2 4 : l - 2 3 )  

It  i s  only a few days ( f i v e )  u n t i l  P a u l ' s  accu- 
sers are i n  Caesarea t o  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  him, P a u l ' s  
case i s  more important  t o  t h e  Jewish l e a d e r s h i p  than  
w e  can imagine, f o r  t he  t r i p  w i l l  consume two days 
each way ( fou r  days t r ave l ing )  p l u s  whatever t i m e  the 
hear ing  w i l l  r equ i r e .  We note  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  p r i e s t  An- 
a n i a s  and t h e  Jerusalem e l d e r s  come, and they b r i n g  a 
pol i shed  o r a t o r  T e r t u l l u s  a long by whose words of  ac- 
cusa t ion  they hope t o  convince t h e  governor a g a i n s t  
Paul  

laudato'ry words f o r  t h e  gov- 
e rno r  concerning t h e  peace enjoyed by this r e i g n  about  
which McGarvey remarks, "While F e l i x  was g u i l t y  of  
much cor rupt ion  i n  h i s  admin i s t r a t ion  of a f f a i r s ,  t h e  - 

complimentary words with which T e r t u l l u s  opened h i s  ~ 

speech were no t  undeserved, f o r  he  had r e s t o r e d  t r a n -  
q u i l i t y  t o  t h e  country when it was d i s t u r b e d  f i r s t  by 
bands of robbers ,  second by organized a s s a s s i n s ,  and 
l a s t l y  by t h a t  Egyptian f o r  whom Lys ias  a t  f i r s t  m i s -  
took Paul  ( 2 1 : 3 8 )  , I 1  

T e r t u l l u s ' s  four  charges are e i t h e r  too  g e n e r a l  
("a p e s t i l e n t  fellow") o r  concern t h e  Jews and t h e i r  
r e l i g i o n  and n o t  t h e  Roman government ("a mover of se- 
d i t i o n  among,. * t h e  J e w s , "  ''a r i n g l e a d e r  of t h e  sect of 
t h e  Nazarenes," one who went about t o  profane  t h e i r  
temple) (v. 5-8), and as t o  be expected " the  Jews a l s o  

T e r t u l l u s  begins  by 
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' a s sen ted ,  say e so" (Y. 9 ) .  
and he pays Fe- 

l i x  an honorable  t r i b u t e  (v. 10) b u t  less o s t e n t a t i o u s  

11). H e  says  nobody found him d i s p u t i n b  wi th  any man 
o r  s t i r r i n g  up any a g i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  t e m p l e  o r  i n  any 
of the synagogues or  anywhere i n  the city (v. 12), 

n s t  
li- 

o t h i s  p o l i t i -  

84 
of 
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B .  F e l i x  and His Wife DrusiZZa Hem PauZ 
concerning Christ  

(Study Acts 2 4 : 2 4 , 2 5 )  

F e l i x  i s  married t o  a Jewess D r u s i l l a .  The w r i t -  
i ngs  of Josephus supply us  w i t h  h i s t o r i c a l  informa- 
t i o n  concerning her .  Her f a t h e r  was t h e  Herod of Acts 
1 2  who k i l l e d  the a p o s t l e  James, imprisoned Peter, and 
de l ive red  the  speech t h a t  brought about h i s  d e a t h  ( s e e  
Acts 1 2 ) ,  D r u s i l l a  was only  s i x  y e a r s  o l d  when her 
f a t h e r  d ied .  She was r i g h t f u l l y  t h e  wi fe  of Aziz ,  k i n g  
of Emesa, bu t  h e r  beauty enamored F e l i x  who induced 
he r  t o  She i s  b u t  twenty 
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

There i s  something about Pau l  t h a t  makes him a n  
unusual p r i sone r  t o  F e l i x ,  and he  wishes Pau l  t o  in- 
form D r u s i l l a  and him concerning the f a i t h  of C h r i s t  
(v. 2 4 ) .  There are many a s p e c t s  of the gospe l  t h a t  
Paul  can present  t o  them, bu t  h e  chooses  t h a t  having  
t o  do with human behavior  and coming judgment ("he 
reasoned of r igh teousness ,  temperance, and judgment t o  
come" (v. 25). What a s e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h i s  a d u l t e r o u s  
couple: "r ighteousness"  of which they  f a l l  so  f a r  
s h o r t ;  "temperance" o r  s e l f - c o n t r o l  by which they  have 
no t  l i v e d ;  "judgment t o  come" f o r  which they  are not 
ready. And t h e  governor t rembles  as he  c o n s i d e r s  
Pau l ' s  reasoning about t h e s e  matters (v.  25) and s a y s  
t o  Pau l ,  "Go thy  way f o r  t h i s  t i m e ;  when I have a con- 
venien t  season, I w i l l  c a l l  f o r  thee" ( 2 5 ) .  We are n o t  
t o l d  what effect  P a u l ' s  words have on D r u s i l l a .  It is 
too bad F e l i x  sends when convic-  
t i o n  might t u r n  him t o  C h r i s t ,  b u t  h e  can probably  see 
t h e  involvements of repentance t h a t  he  i s  n o t  ready t o  
accept  . 

leave Aziz and go wi th  him. 

Paul  away a t  a t i m e  

QUESTIONS: 1. Who is Felix 's  wife?  2 .  Who was her 
father? 3 ,  Whose w i f e  had she once been? 4 ,  Of wlmt 
3 t h i n g s  does PauZ mason w i t h  them? 5. whclt ime- 
dint;& effect does it; have on F e l i x ?  
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C. The Next !&IO Years 
(Study A c t s  2 4 : 2 6 , 2 7 )  

E v i d e n t l y  r e a l i z i n g  as a v a s t  amount o f  money 
P a u l  g a t h e r e d  
the though t  
o u t  of j a i l  ( 
f rom t h e  chur  
L o r d ' s  money like t h i s ,  s o  h e  remains a p r i s o n e r  

not p u t  up h i s  rele 
p l e a s e  t h e  J e w s  (v. 

and kaZk wi th  him? 

D, Paul Appems 
(Study Acts 25 : 1-12) 

It h a s  been two yea r s  s 
appearance  (be fo re  F e l i x  an 
mentioned a c t i v i t y  
appearance  be fo re  
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t u s )  i s  t h a t  F e l i x  communed w i t h  him from t i m e  t o  
t i m e .  McGarvey mentions, "These two y e a r s  of imprison- 
ment i n  Caesarea,  i f  we may judge  from t h e  s i l e n c e  of 
h i s t o r y ,  were t h e  most i n a c t i v e  of P a u l ' s  career. 
There are no e p i s t l e s  which bear  t h i s  d a t e ;  and though 
h i s  bre thren  and o t h e r s  had f r e e  access t o  him, we 
have no recorded e f f e c t s  of t h e i r  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  
him. 

One of t h e  f i r s t  th ings  F e s t u s ' d o e s  upon becoming 
governor i s  t o  go t o  Jerusalem (v .  1) where P a u l ' s  en- 
emies have n o t  given up t h e i r  f i g h t  t o  "get  him" (v .  
2 ) .  What they want i s  f o r  the governor t o  summon him 
t o  Jerusalem, but  i f  t h e i r  r e q u e s t  i s  granted  P a u l  
w i l l  never g e t  t o  Jerusalem f o r  they w i l l  have men 
hidden someplace between t h e  two c i t i e s  t o  jump o u t  
and k i l l  him (v. 3 ) .  Festus  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  reopen t h e  
case and hear  t h e i r  testimony a g a i n s t  Paul ,  b u t  h e  
w i l l  no t  have him brought t o  Jerusalem (v .  4)--Provi- 
dence aga in  a t  work i n  P a u l ' s  beha l f !  

A f t e r  e i g h t  o r  t e n  days of  see ing  about matters 
i n  Jerusalem Fes tus  r e t u r n s  t o  h i s  c a p i t a l  (v .  6 ) ,  ac- 
companied by those being s e n t  t o  make t h e  a c c u s a t i o n s  
aga ins t -Paul .  The next  day Paul  i s  brought from the 
p r i s o n  t o  be t r ied  before  t h e  new governor (v. 6 ) .  

Though t h e r e  are several accusers  and "many and 
gr ievous charges" brought by them, Luke says  of t h o s e  
charges,  "They could n o t  prove'' them (v .  7 ) .  And P a u l  
himself denies  t h e i r  charges when h e  s a y s s  "Neither a- 
g a i n s t  t h e  l a w  of t h e  J e w s ,  n e i t h e r  a g a i n s t  the t e m -  
p l e ,  nor y e t  a g a i n s t  Caesar have I offended any t h i n g  
a t  a l l "  (v. 8 ) .  

(Festus  can see t h a t  Paul  should be set  f r e e ,  y e t  
l i k e  F e l i x  before  him h e  i s  wanting t o  p l e a s e  t h e  
Jews, and knowing they want h i m  t o  go t o  Jerusalem, he 
s a y s  t o  Paul ,  " W i l t  thou go up t o  Jerusalem, and t h e r e  
b e  judged of those t h i n g s  b e f o r e  me?" (v. 9 ) .  P a u l  
having escaped from t h e r e  through t h e  h e l p  of a g r e a t  
e s c o r t  i s  n o t  wishing t o  go back and s o  dec ides  t o  
c a l l  upon hi's Roman c i t i z e n s h i p  a g a i n  by saying,  "I 
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L 
s t a n d  a t  Caesar's judgment seat, where I ought t o  be 
judged" (v .  10). (Every Roman C i t i z e n  had t h e  r i g h t  t o  
appea l  h i s  case t o  Caesar's cour t  i n  Rome.) 

P a u l ' s  honesty and 
commitment t o  the l a w  of the land when he s a y s ,  "If I 
b e  a n  of fender ,  o r  have committed any th ing  worthy of 
dea th ,  I r e f u s e  n o t  t o  d i e :  bu t  i f  t h e i e  be  none of 
these t h i n g s  whereof t h e s e  accuse me ,  no man may de- 
l iver  me un to  them. I appeal unto Caesar" ( y .  ll). 
F e s t u s  and the counci l  bo th  see that Paul  has r i g h t l y  
spoken, f o r  a f t e r  t h e i r  confer r ing  with each o t h e r  
F e s t u s  s a y s  t o  P a u l ,  "Hast thou appealed unto Caesar? 
unto  Caesar s h a l t  thou go" (v. 1 2 ) .  

W e  cannot  h e l p  but  apprec ia te  

QUESTIONS: 1. Who is governor a f t e r  FeZix? 
2 .  What do EauZ'al enemies a t  Jerusalem want the new 
governor t o  do? 3. What is t he i r  intentcon? 4 .  What 
does PauZ say when the governor asks him if he w i Z Z  go 
t o  Jerusalem and there be tr ied? 

E .  PauZ Appears  before the V i s i t i ng  King  Agrippa 
(Study Acts 25:13--26:32) 

There are4 no vessels p ly ing  the Mediterranean on 
a r e g u l a r  schedule  between Caesarea and Rome, so i t  i s  
another  t i m e  of w a i t i n g  f o r  Paul u n t i l  a s h i p  comes t o  
Caesarea t h a t  w i l l  be  heading toward Rome. During t h i s  
wai t ing-period the bro ther  and sister (Agrippa and 
Bernice)  of D r u s i l l a  (Fes tus ' s  wife)  come t o  Caesarea 
t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  F e s t u s  on h i s  appointment as governor 
(v. 13).  T h i s  Agrippa i s  a c t u a l l y  Herod Agrippa P I ,  
and he  along w i t h  Bernice and D r u s i l l a  are a l l  c h i l d - '  
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ren of Herod Agr ippa  I, t he  Herod of Acts 1 2  who was 
smi t ten  of God. This Agr ippa  I1 i s  r u l i n g  east of t h e  
Jordan with h i s  res idence  a t  Caesarea P h i l i p p i .  Ber- 
n i c e ' s  h i s t o r y  shows t h a t  she got  around r o m a n t i c a l l y .  
She was married t o  Marcus, and after h i s  d e a t h  mar r i ed  
her  uncle (king of Cha lc i s ) ,  S ince  h i s  d e a t h  s h e  has  
been l i v i n g  inces tuous ly  with h e r  b r o t h e r  Agrippa 11. 
Later she w i l l  have a s h o r t  marriage t o  t h e  k i n g  of 
S i c i l y  a f t e r  which she  w i l l  r e t u r n  and l i ve  a g a i n  w i t h  
Agrippa 11. Her f i n a l  involvements w i l l  b e  t o  b e  m i s -  
t r e s s  t o  both Vespasian and T i t u s  of Rome. There seems 
t o  be very  l i t t l e  v i r t u o u s  boood i n  t h e  Herod family- 
a l l  descendants of Herod t h e  Great o r  Herod I who w a s  
r u l i n g  when J e s u s  was born. 

During t h i s  v i s i t  Fes tus  t e l l s  Agrippa I1 about  
P a u l ' s  case (v. 14-21). V.  9 t e l l s  u s  p r a c t i c a l l y  
nothing o f  F e s t u s ' s  own thoughts  about  t h e  Paul-case 
a f t e r  P a u l ' s  defense  before  him. Now i n  t h e  verses be- 
i n g  p resen t ly  considered we can see what h e  i s  th ink-  
ing .  Note f i r s t  t h a t  P a u l ' s  accuse r s  brought  no p e r t i -  
nent  charges a g a i n s t  him (v. 18) .  Note a l s o  h i s  s ta te-  
ment i n  v. 1 9  r e f l e c t i n g  no pe r sona l  knowledge about  
J e sus .  

Agr ippa  I1 says  he  would l i k e  t o  h e a r  P a u l  p e r -  
s o n a l l y  (v. 2 2 ) .  H e  i s  more informed about  J e s u s  t h a n  
Pes tus .  Consider McGarvey's thought :  "Being t h e  son of 
Herod who t r i e d  t o  suppress  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  by 
k i l l i n g  t h e  a p o s t l e  James, and impr isoning  P e t e r  w i t h  
the  purpose of k i l l i n g  him; a nephew of t h e  Herod who 
had k i l l e d  John t h e  B a p t i s t ,  and mocked J e s u s  on t h e  
day of H i s  c r u c i f i x i o n ;  and a g r e a t  grandson of t h e  
one who attempted t o  k i l l  J e s u s  i n  H i s  c r a d l e  a t  Beth- 
lehem, the  names of J e sus  and H i s  a p o s t l e s  had been 
household words i n  h i s  family f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  back. 
The name of Paul  was doubt less  less f a m i l i a r  t han  
those  of t he  o r i g i n a l  a p o s t l e s ,  b u t  of him h e  could 
no t  have been ignorant .  He would n o t  have de igned ,  as 
would none of h i s  ances to r s ,  t o  v i s i t  a congrega t ion  
f o r  t h e  purpose of hear ing  an a p o s t l e ,  b u t  i n  t h e  p r i -  
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vacy of t h e  praetor ium i n  which Paul  w a s  a p r i s o n e r  he 
could g r a t i f y  h i s  c u r i o s i t y  by hear ing  him and a t  t h e  
same t i m e  render  some a s s i s t a n c e  t o  Festus ."  F e s t u s  
promises  him t h a t  opportuni ty  on t h e  morrow (v .  2 2 ) .  

You suppose P a u l ' s  case w i l l  be heard p r i v a t e l y  
by Agrippa I1 accompanied by Fes tus .  Ins tead  F e s t u s  
h a s  turned  t h e  hear ing  i n t o  a g r e a t  occasion a t tended  
n o t  only by Agrippa I1 and Bernice, who come i n  wi th  
t h e i r  r o y a l  b e s t  ("great pomp"), and Fes tus  but  by t h e  
"chief  cap ta ins"  (Greek: "chi1iarchs"--leader of one 
thousand s o l d i e r s )  and t h e  " p r i n c i p a l  men" of Caesarea 
(y. 2 3 ) .  Paul ,  who has  a l ready  made h i s  appeal  t o  Cae- 
sar's c o u r t ,  i s  brought i n  b e f o r e  t h i s  august  group 
n o t  f o r  a l e g a l  hear ing b u t  f o r  King Agrippa t o  h e a r  
h i s  s t o r y  and be  a b l e  t o  advise  Fes tus  as t o  what t h e  
real a c c u s a t i o n s  are a g a i n s t  Paul  f o r  F e s t u s ' s  formal 
r e p o r t  t o  Caesar when he sends Paul  t o  him (v. 2 4 - 2 7 ) .  
It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note  t h a t  with no Jewish accusers  
p r e s e n t ,  i t  i s  easy  f o r  F e s t u s  t o  say ,  "I found t h a t  
h e  had committed nothing worthy of death" (v. 2 5 )  even 
though h i s  a c c u s e r s  had s a i d ,  "He ought n o t  t o  l ive  
any longer"  (v.  2 4 ) .  

From t h i s  p o i n t  f o r t h  it i s  Agrippa who g i v e s  
P a u l  permission t o  speak (26:l). A s  Paul  p r e p a r e s  t o  
s p e a k  t o  a l l  t h e s e  of t h e  r u l i n g  class (v.  l), w e  are 
reminded of what J e s u s  s a i d  earlier about t h e  preach- 
i n g  career of  Paul:  "He i s  a chosen vessel unto m e ,  t o  
b e a r  my name b e f o r e  ... kings" ( A c t s  9:15). 

It i s  a relief t o  Paul  t o  g e t  t o  be heard by one 
who i s  so knowledgeable on ques t ions  concerning t h e  
J e w s  and t h e i r  r e l i g i o n ,  f o r  Agrippa himself p r o f e s s e s  
t h e  Jewish r e l i g i o n  and i s  Rome's r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  wi th  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Jewish temple and pr ies thood.  No won- 
d e r  P a u l  speaks as he does i n  v. 2 , 3 .  

A f t e r  t e l l i n g  t h e  k ing  t h a t  h i s  e a r l y  l i f e  was 
w e l l  known by t h e  Jerusalem J e w s  ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  when he  
w a s  a s t u d e n t  under Gamaliel i n  Jerusalem) and a 
str ict  P h a r i s e e  (v. 4 , 5 )  , h e  shows t h a t  a l l  that has  
b e f a l l e n  him grows out  of  h i s  b e l i e f  i n  a r e s u r r e c -  
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t i o n ,  f o r  s i n c e  Acts 23:6-9 t h e  P h a r i s e e s  of t h e  Jew-  
i s h  counci l  have been w i l l i n g  t o  release him, and o n l y  
t h e  Sadducees and t h e i r  fellow-member ( t h e  p r i e s t  Ana- 
n i a s )  have p e r s i s t e d  i n  t h e i r  a t t e m p t  t o  d e s t r o y  him. 

i t  i s  e v i d e n t  he sees Je- 
s u s  a s  t h e  obvious f u l f i l l m e n t  of t h e  d i v i n e  promise 
made t o  Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  The r e s u r r e c t i o n  of 
Jesus i s  t h e  crowning proof of H i s  d e i t y ,  which 
Paul  has  been proclaiming. He now asks those  assembled 
( t h e  "you" i n  v. 8 i s  p l u r a l  i n  Greek) ,  "Why should  i t  
be thought a th ing  incredib le"  (unbel ievable)  "with 
you t h a t  God should raise t h e  dead?" A f t e r  a l l ,  i f  God 
could c r e a t e  t h e  heavens and the ear th  and e v e r y t h i n g  
i n  them, a b e l i e f  he ld  by the Jews, why c o u l d n ' t  H e  
raise somebody from t h e  dead? Obviously H e  c o u l d ,  

Paul  shows h e  has  n o t  always be l ieved  i n  Jesus-- 
f a r  from i t  (consider  h i s  words i n  v. 9-12). And t h e n  
he t e l l s  again t h e  s t o r y  of h i s  exper ience  n e a r  Damas- 1 cus (v.  13-15). H e  relates how a t  t h i s  appearance of  
J e s u s  he was commissioned by J e s u s  t o  go f o r t h  w i t h  a 
message t h a t  would (1) open p e o p l e ' s  e y e s ,  (2)  t u r n  
them from darkness t o  l i g h t ,  (3) and t u r n  them from 
t h e  power of Satan unto God so t h a t  t h e y  might receive 
( 4 )  forg iveness  of s i n s  and (5) i n h e r i t a n c e  among 
those who are s a n c t i f i e d  through f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  (v .  
16-18). How earnest he i s  as h e  t e l l s  t h e  k i n g ,  "I was 
n o t  d i sobedient  unto t h e  heavenly v i s i o n :  b u t  shewed 
f i r s t  unto them of Damascus, and a t  Jerusa lem,  nd 
throughout a11 t h e  c o a s t s  of Judea ,  and t h e n  t o  t h e  
G e n t i l e s ,  t h a t  they should r e p e n t  and t u r n  t o  God, and 
do works meet f o r  repentance" (v .  1 9 , 2 0 ) ,  and h e  adds,  
"For t h e s e  causes t h e  Jews caught  m e  i n  t h e  temple,  
and went about t o  k i l l  me" (v.  2 1 ) .  

H e  s ays  i t  i s  by t h e  h e l p  of God he h a s  been al- 
lowed t o  cont inue l i v i n g  and w i t n e s s i n g  t o  b o t h  small 
and g r e a t  i n  whi.ch h e  states o n l y  t h o s e  t h i n g s  Moses 
and t h e  o t h e r  prophets  s a i d  were t o  come (v. 22);  
namely, t h a t  t h e  Messiah should s u f f e r  and arise from 1 t h e  dead  and then show l i g h t  t o  t h e  Jews and t o  t h e  

1 I n  what P a u l  says i n  v. 6 , 7  I' 

I- 

I! 
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G e n t i l e s  (v .  2 3 ) .  
Paul  i s  waxing too eloquent f o r  t h e  governor Fes- 

t u s ,  and he i n t e r r u p t s  Paul  with t h i s  loud comment: 
"Paul, thou a r t  beside t h y s e l f ;  much Learning d o t h  
make t h e e  mad" (v.  2 4 ) .  I n  o ther  words Paul  has  become 
so  obsessed w i t h  t h i s  Jesus-matter h e  has  "gone o f f  
h i s  rocker" .  It  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  words, "Thou 
a r t  b e s i d e  t h y s e l f , "  are a l l  t r a n s l a t e d  from o n l y  one 
word i n  t h e  Greek, a word from which we g e t  "maniac". 
And when he  s a y s ,  "Much l e a r n i n g  dotti make t h e e  mad," 
t h e  Greek word f o r  ''mad" i s  t h e  same word aga in .  P a u l  
r e f u s e s  t o  a c c e p t  such a conclusion but solemnly 
s ta tes  he  i s  speaking f o r t h  " the words of t r u t h  and 
soberness ' '  ( v .  2 5 ) .  The word "soberness" i n  Greek de- 
n o t e s  a sound mind (Vine), j u s t  t h e  oppos i te  of Fes- 
t u s ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  

Now lest  t h i s  i n t e r r u p t i o n  should d e r a i l  P a u l ' s  
hope 0.f reaching  King Agrippa, he  says ,  "The k ing  
knoweth of t h e s e  th ings  ... None of t h e s e  t h i n g s  are 
hidden from him," f o r  t h e  career of J e s u s  w a s  w e l l  
known among t h e  J e w s  (v. 2 6 ) .  And turn ing  t o  t h e  k i n g  
himself Paul  speaks t o  him personal ly  f o r  t h e  f i f t h  
t i m e  i n  t h i s  appearance ("King Agrippa," v .  2 ;  "King 
Agri ipa,"  v. 7 ;  "0 king," v .  13; "0  king  Agrippa," v. 
1 9 ;  and "King Agrippa," v .  2 7 ) .  H e  says,  "King Agrip- 
pa,  b e l i e v e s t  thou t h e  prophets?" A s  a J e w  he does ,  
and Paul  d o e s n ' t  want t o  g ive  him an opportuni ty  t o  b e  
t imid  about h i s  f a i t h  i n  t h e  presence of t h e  o b j e c t -  
ing-Festus ,  so Paul  immediately adds,  "I know t h a t  
thou b e l i e v e s t "  (v .  27 ) .  A t  t h e  same t i m e  Paul  wishes,  
l i k e  a s u c c e s s f u l  salesman, t o  e l i c i t  an agreement 
from him w i t h  what he i s  saying, hoping f o r  a favor-  
a b l e  d e c i s i o n  on t h e  k ing ' s  p a r t  of l i n i n g  up wi th  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n s .  Agrippa can see t h e  bent  of P a u l ' s  inten-  
t i o n s ,  and n o t  wishing t o  go t h e  way Paul  i s  hoping 
s a y s  something that  begins t o  draw t h e  hear ing t o  a 
quick  c l o s e :  "Almost thou persuadest  m e  t o  be a Chris-  
t i a n "  (v. 28) .  The American Standard r eads ,  "With b u t  
l i t t l e  persuas ion  thou wouldest f a i n  make m e  a Chris-  
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t i a n . "  Even though a l l  t h e  words i n  t h e  Greek sentence 
a r e  simple,  i t  i s  s t i l l  n o t  easy  t o  be  dogmat ica l ly  
s u r e  about how t h e  k i n g ' s  statement i s  t o  b e  t a k e n ,  I f  
we could a c t u a l l y  hear  him say  i t ,  h i s  t o n e  of v o i c e  
(which we do n o t  have) would b e  most h e l p f u l  i n  t h e  
m a t t e r ,  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  king himself  s t o p s  t h e  hear -  
jng a f t e r  Paul makes but one more u t t e r a n c e  (and t h a t  
utterance being another  a t tempt  on P a u l ' s  p a r t  t o  con- 
v e r t  t h e  king t o  h i s  cause ) ,  a long  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
Acts does not  say Agrippa communed a g a i n  w i t h  P a u l  
l i k e  F e l i x  d i d  ( 2 4 2 6 )  causes  t h i s  writer t o  conclude 
Agrippa 's  s ta tement  i s  no t  t o  be t a k e n  t h a t  he  i s  a- 
bout t o  become a C h r i s t i a n .  

Before g iv ing  you our  p e r s o n a l  s t u d i e d  conclus ion  1 h e r e  i s  t h e  Greek scr.tence i t se l f  t o  a i d  you i n  s tudy-  
i n g  t h e  mat te r  ou t  f o r  y o u r s e l f :  En oZigo ( " i n  a 
l i t t l e "  o r  "with a l i t t l e " )  me (Itme") p e i t h e i s  ("thou 
persuadest"  o r  "persuadest thou? ") C h r i s  t i a n o n  
("Chris t ian" o r  ''a Chr is t ian")  genesthai ( " to  be- 
come"). I n  view of t h e  several p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and when 
t a k i n g  many t h i n g s  i n t o  account ,  we see i t  as a ques- 
t i o n  designed t o  slow P a u l ' s  thought of g e t t i n g  a de- 
c i s i o n  from him ("ITI so  l i t t l e  o r  w i t h  so  l i t t l e ,  per -  
suades t  thou m e  t o  become a C h r i s t i a n ? " ) .  

"Chr is t ian"  shows t h a t  
t h e  fol lowers  of C h r i s t  are known even t o  o u t s i d e r s  by 
t h a t  d i v i n e  name t h a t  was f i r s t  given a t  Antioch (Acts 

be  a C h r i s t i a n  re- 
f l e c t s  i t s e l f  i n  h i s  "I would t o  
God, t h a t  no t  only thou, b u t  a l s o  a l l  t h a t  h e a r  m e  
t h i s  day, were both  almost,  and a l t o g e t h e r  s u c h  as I 
a m ,  except  t hese  bonds" ("I  would t o  God, t h a t  whetlier 
wi th  l i t t l e  o r  w i t h  much, n o t  thou o n l y ,  bu t  a l s o  a l l  
t h a t  hear  m e  t h i s  day, might become such as I a m ,  ex-. 
cep t  t hese  bonds"--ASV) (v. 2 9 ) ,  What a change would 
be. brought over t h e  land i f  Agrippa, F e s t u s ,  B e r n i c e ,  
t h e  ch ief  c a p t a i n s ,  and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  men of Caesarea 
a l l  become C h r i s t i a n s !  H i s  "bonds", of c o u r s e ,  h e  f s  

Agrippa's use  of t h e  name 

I] 11:26). 
P a u l ' s  d e s i r e  f o r  everyone t o  

remark t o  t h e  k ing:  
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n o t  wish ing  o f f  on any person. 
The k i n g  wishes t o  pursue t h e  matter no f u r t h e r .  

H e  rises t o  s i g n i f y  t h e  hear ing  is  ove r ,  and t h e  room 
i s  soon empty of  i t s  prominent people (v. 30), and 
P a u l  i s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p r i s o n .  A s  t h e  n o t a b l e s  confer  
among themselves  i n  P a u l ' s  absence,  they say,  "This 
man d o e t h  n o t h i n g  worthy of d e a t h  o r  of  bonds" (v .  
31), and Agrippa agrees ,  f o r  h e  says  t o  F e s t u s ,  "This 
man might have been set a t  l i b e r t y ,  i f  h e  had n o t  ap- 
p e a l e d  unto  Caesar" (v. 32) .  The l e g a l  process  having 
been set i n  motion when Paul,  t h e  Roman c i t i z e n ,  said, 
"I a p p e a l  unto Caesar" (Acts 25:11) ,  i t  appears he  
cannot  even be set f r e e  now without  appearing before  
Caesar. 

QUESTIONS: I .  What is the reZationship o f  DrusiZZa, 
Bernice, and t h i s  Agrippa? 2 .  Where is t h i s  Agr ippa  
rul ing? 3.  What i s  the purpose o f  PauZ's case being 
heard by Agrippa? 
ing? 
t h i s  occasion? 6 .  When commissioning PauZ what 5 
things d i d  Jesus say h i s  preaching would accomplish? 
7 .  What does Festus interrupt  Paul t o  say? 8 .  What 
does Paul say i n  reply? 9 .  Does Agrippa beZieve the 
Old  Testament prophets? 10. Give your understanding of 
t he  King James Is statement, "A Zmost thou persuadest me 
t o  be a Christian. I t  

4. Who a l l  are present a t  the hear- 
5 .  Summarize the material that  Paul presents on 
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A. The Safe P a r t  of the Trip 
(Study Acts 27: 1-12) 

F e s t u s  n o t  on ly  has  Paul  t o  move t o  Rome bu t  a l s o  
a whole group of o the r  p r i s o n e r s .  V .  37 p l a c e s  t h e  
number of people  on board a t  276, probably most ly  
t h e s e  p r i s o n e r s  (some would be t h e  crew and the 
g u a r d s ) .  They are being t r a n s f e r r e d  under t h e  wa tch fu l  
eye  of t h e  cen tu r ion  J u l i u s  and h i s  s o l d i e r s  (later 
mentioned i n  v .  4 2 ) .  When he f i n d s  a sh ip  going i n  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of Rome, he  p u t s  Paul  and t h e  o t h e r  p r i s o n -  
ers aboard.  Pau l  a n t i c i p a t e s  t h e  t r i p  as h e  has  eve ry  
reason  t o  be conf iden t  of h i s  release a t  Rome where he  
h a s  long  wanted t o  go anyway, But t h e  o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s  
probably  have a d i f f e r e n t  ou t look  about t h e  t r i p .  
Lardner  s ays  i t  w a s  common t o  send p r i s o n e r s  from t h e  
v a r i o u s  Roman provinces  t o  Rome e i t h e r  f o r  punishment 
o r  f o r  f i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  a r e n a l  

Not ice  t h e  "we" and "us" i n  v .  2 - - ind ica t ing  
Luke, t h e  au tho r  of Acts ,  i s  wi th  him as is  Aristar- 
chus of Thessa lonica .  You w i l l  remember from Acts 20 
t h a t  bo th  of t h e s e  men accompanied Paul  and t h e  Gen- 
t i l e  o f f e r i n g  t o  Jerusalem. It i s  l i k e l y  they  have re- 
mained wi th  him through t h e  t r i a l s  of h i s  imprison- 
ment. It i s  commonly oonjec tured  t h a t  i t  i s  whi le  Luke 
w a s  w i t h  Pau l  dur ing  h i s  two yea r s  a t  Caesarea t h a t  he  
wrote  t h e  Gospel of Luke. This  i s  a p l a u s i b l e  conjec-  
t u r e ,  f o r  from t h e  p r i s o n  a t  Rome two yea r s  later he  
w i l l  write A c t s  (Acts 28:30,31),  and h i s  Gospel ac- 
count w a s  w r i t t e n  p r i o r  t o  h i s  Acts h i s t r o y  ( s e e  A c t s  
l:I)* In h i s  Gospel account Luke mentions p e r s o n a l  
c o n t a c t  w i th  eye-witnesses t o  t h e  l i f e  of J e s u s  (Luke 
1-:1-3). T h i s  he s u r e l y  would have had i n  P a l e s t i n e  
better than  i n  Troas  where he o r i g i n a l l y  jo ined  P a u l ' s  
p a r t y  o r  i n  P h i l i p p i  where he  r e j o i n e d  i t ,  Had he  been 
a J e w  he  would of course have been i n  Jerusalem numer- 
ous times, b u t  s i n c e  he i s  a Greek t h i s  may have been 
h i s  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  Jerusalem. Ar i s t a rchus  is s t i l l  w i t h  
Pau l  when h e  writes Colossians from h i s  Roman p r i s o n  
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(Col. 4 : l O ) .  
The sh ip  they are on i s  going t o  Adramyttium, a 

c i t y  on t h e  west coas t  of Mysia. Mysia i s  a province  
i n  northwestern Asia Minor. S ince  i t  i s  g e t t i n g  la te  
t o  s a i l  on t h e  open sea, t h e  s h i p  w i l l  p a r a l l e l  t h e  
c o a s t  as much as p o s s i b l e  (v. 2 ) .  The f i r s t  s t o p  i s  a t  
Sidon, ancient: Phoenician c i t y  on t h e  Nedi te r ranean .  
TheLe i s  enough s t o p o v e r  h e r e  t h a t  Paul  can v i s i t  
with f r i e n d s  h e r e .  This  f a c t  i n d i c a t e s  t h e r e  i s  i a  
congregation h e r e  (v ,  3 ) .  Luke's mentioning t h a t  Ju- 
l i u s  courteously allows P a u l  l i b e r t y  t o  l e a v e  t h e  s h i p  
t o  v i s i t  h i s  f r i e n d s  shows he  i s  f u l l y  t r u s t e d  by t h e  
centur ion  and i s  looked on as an innocent  p r i s o n e r ,  A s  
we s h a l l  see, J u l i u s  w i l l  r e s p e c t  Paul  even more as 
t h e  t r i p  progresses .  

Because of t h e  high and c o n t r a r y  winds a t  sea as 
t h e  s h i p  leaves  Sidon, it s a i l s  "under Cyrus" (be- 
tween t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Cyprus and t h e  mainland) over  t h e  
"sea of C i l i c i a "  ( 'Paul's n a t i v e  province where Tarsus  
i s )  "and Pamphylia" u n t i l  coming t o  t h e  c i t y  of Myra 
i n  extreme southwest Asia Minor (v .  5 ) .  Here they  
leave  t h e  sh ip  s i n c e  it  w i l l  cont inue  i t s  journey  
northward t o  Adramyttium, and t h e  c e n t u r i o n  p u t s  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  aboard a sh ip  h a u l i n g  wheat (v. 38) o u t  of  
Egypt (Alexandria) t o  I t a l y  (v .  6 ) .  

It i s  slow s a i l i n g  between Myra and Cnidus ("many 
days" f o r  t h e  130-mile t r i p )  (v. 7 ) .  A t  Cnidus t h e  
s h i p  t u r n s  south  and sa i l s  between the east end of 
Crete and t h e  i s l a n d  of Salmone (v. 7 ) .  The s h i p  docks 
a t  F a i r  Havens near  t h e  c i t y  of Lasea midway east-west 
on Crete's south shore (v. 8 ) .  

It i s  obvious t h a t  they  connot make it t o  Rome 
before  winter h i t s .  Calendar-wise they  r e a l l y  should 
not l eave  Fair  Havens, but i t  i s  n o t  as commodious to '  
win ter  i n  as Phenice (Phoenix) t o  t h e  w e s t  (v. 1 2 ) .  
The "much t i m e "  a t  F a i r  Havens (v .  9 )  i s  l i k e l y  spent  
wai t ing  f o r  t h e  proper wind-condition t o  prevail  t h a t  
w i l l  enable  them t o  go on t o  Phenice.  Luke t e l l s  u s  
how l a t e  i n  t h e  year  i t  i s  g e t t i n g  t o  be ("the fast  
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w a s  now a l r e a d y  past"--v. 9 ) .  This  i s  a Jewish ex- 
p r e s s i o n  f o r  t h e  Day of Atonement (October).  T h i s  
makes i t  l a t e  f o r  s a i l i n g .  The more p a r t  advised t o  
d e p a r t  t h e n c e . . . i f  by any means they might a t t a i n  t o  
Phenice (Phoenix)" (v .  1 2 ) .  The owner of  t h e  s h i p  i s  
w i l l i n g  t o  r isk t h e  voyage (v. 11) i n  order  t o  have 
t h e  s a f e r  p o r t  f o r  h i s  vessel durin,, t h e  win ter  
s t o r m s ,  But P a u l  admonishes them, " S i r s ,  I perce ive  
t h a t  t h i s  voyage w i l l  be wi th  h u r t  and much damage, 
n o t  o n l y  of  t h e  l a d i n g  snd s h i p ,  but  also of o u r  
l ives" (v .  9,lO). This  i s  no doubt an i n s p i r e d  u t t e r -  
ance t h a t  w i l l  prove t o  be t r u e .  The centur ion  f a v o r s  
t a k i n g  t h e  ship-owner 's  advice (v. 11) , and so  when a 
g e n t l e  b r e e z e  comes up they head f o r  t h e  d e s i r e d  p o r t  
(v .  13 ) .  But t r o u b l e  i s  ahead! 

QUESTIONS: 1. How many are on board the ship? 
2 .  Why are they going t o  Rome? 3. V%at is the  centur- 
ion's name? 
as weZ7, as PauZ? 
coast Zine? 6 .  Why do they not w a n t  t o  winter a t  Fair  
Havens? 7 .  Where do they want t o  winter? 8 .  What ad- 
v i c e  does PauZ give the centurion? 

4 .  What 2 Christian men are on the ship 
5. why does the ship saiZ close t o  the 

B .  The DanGerous P a r t  of  the T r i p  
(Study Acts 27:13-44) 

From F a i r  Havens i t  i s  only  f i v e  miles t o  Cape 
Matala and t h e n  t h i r t y - f i v e  more on t o  Phenice.  This  
movement to t h e  b e t t e r  harbor  should be  accomplished 
i n  about  f o u r  hours .  But soon t h e  s o f t  south  wind i s  
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replaced by a v i o l e n t  wind from t h e  n o r t h e a s t  (v .  14). 
This  i s  no t  good news. These mariners know of t h i s  
wind and have a name f o r  i t  ("Euroclydon," meaning 
"northeast  wind"), They a r e  t r y i n g  t o  s a i l  t o  t h e  
northwest s i n c e  they have passed t h e  cape,  and thls 
n o r t h e a s t e r l y  wind i s  s t r i k i n g  them broads ide  (v. 1 5 ) .  
The sh ip  g e t s  blown off-course,  and i n s t e a d  of keeping 
c l o s e  t o  t h e  shore of Crete as they  s t a r t e d  o u t  t o  do 
(v. 13) they go south of t h e  i s l a n d  ,Clauda i n s t e a d  of 
between i t  and Crete (v. 16) Now look a t  your map- 
they w i l l  never see Phenice,  f o r  they  are blown 09 
i n t o  t h e  open sea and w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  be wrecked on 
t h e  i s l a n d  Melita many miles west several weeks l a t e r ,  

Necessi ty  f o r c e s  them t o  work hard t o  do what 
they can do. "We had much work t o  come by t h e  boat"  i n  
v. 1 6  i s  t r a n s l a t e d ,  "We were a b l e ,  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y ,  
t o  secure  t h e  boat, ' '  i n  t h e  American Standard ,  T h i s  i s  
a boat normally towed by a s h i p  dur ing  good weather  
but  ho is ted  onto deck i n  bad weather.  Thei r  d i f f i c u l t y  
i n  r a i s i n g  i t  i s  probably due t o  i t s  being cons ider -  
ab ly  f i l l e d  wi th  water from t h e  storm. Next " they used 
he lps ,  undergirding t h e  ship" (v. 1 7 ) .  McGarvey's com- 
ment many y e a r s  ago, "The undergirding c o n s i s t e d  i n  
passing cables  around t h e  h u l l  o f  t h e  vessel  and draw- 
i n g  them t i g h t  by t h e  caps tan  s o  as t o  p r e v e n t  her 
t imbers from p a r t i n g , ' '  i s  borne o u t  by t h e  New A m e r i -  
can S tandard ' s  rendering t h a t  they employed s u p p o r t i n g  
cables  t o  undergird t h e  sh ip .  

The "quicksands" of v I  1 7  are c a l l e d  " S y r t i s "  i n  
t h e  American Standard and were w e l l  known t o  t h o s e  
shipping on t h e  Mediterranean. They were t o  t h e  south-  
west of Crete, t h e  very  d i r e c t i o n  Euroclydon i s  blow- 
i n g  them. T h e i r  s i t u a t i o n ,  a l r e a d y  d e s p e r a t e ,  i s  grow- 
i n g  worse. To do something a g a i n s t  being blown f u r t h e r  
southwest they  " s t r a k e  sa i l "  ("lowered the gear"--hSV) 
(v. 1 7 )  o r  lowered p a r t  o f  t h e  sails .  T h i s  does keep 
them from be ing  d r i v e n  i n t o  t h e  f e a r e d  S y r t i s  ( s e e  
map), However, t h e  storm cont inues t o  b e a t  o n  them, 
and they a r e  "exceedingly tossed  w i t h  t h e  tempest" (v.  
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18) .  What next  can they do? They throw some of t h e  
cargo overboard (v .  18), maybe some of t h e  wheat men- 
t i oned  i n  v. 38 o r  maybe o the r  cargo being hauled t o  
I t a l y .  The s h i p  i s  r i d i n g  too deep i n  being p i t ched  up 
and down. Luke and o t h e r s  ("we") g e t  involved i n  
throwing t h e  " tackl ing"  out  next  (v. 1 9 ) .  Scholars  
have n o t  agreed on what is  meant by t h i s  word, bu t  i t  
has  t o  do wi th  those  i t e m s  of the sh ip  t h a t  can be  
d ispensed  wi th  under t h e s e  cond i t ions .  

s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  crew and 
passengers  i s  t h a t  they are s t i l l  a l i v e ,  bu t  they  have 
g iven  up a l l  expec ta t ion  of ever  s e t t i n g  f o o t  on l and  
a g a i n  (v.  20) .  Thei r  i n c a p a c i t a t e d  v e s s e l  i s  now a t  
t h e  mercy of t h e  sea  and t h e  elements .  The s torm has  
al lowed n e i t h e r  sun t o  s h i n e  on them by day nor stars 
by n i g h t  f o r  "many days" (v. 20). They are out  on t h e  
open sea, and they don ' t  know where they are: "AS t h e  
mar iners  of t h e  age  were dependent on t h e  sun and t h e  
stars e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  a knowledge of t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  
which they  were s a i l i n g ,  when they  had seen n e i t h e r  
f o r  many days and t h e  s torm w a s  unabated, they had no 
d e f i n i t e  i d e a  as t o  where they  were and hence t h e i r  
d e s p a i r  of being saved" (McGarvey) , 

Many days have gone by, and nobody has  had any 
a p p e t i t e  t o  eat  (v. 21). God has  revea led  a h e a r t e n i n g  
message t o  Pau l  which h e  sha res  wi th  those  on board ,  
I n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  them t o  b e l i e v e  what he i s  about  t o  
s a y ,  he  reminds them they  would be i n  a d i f f e r e n t  sit- 
u a t i o n  now i f  t hey  had be l i eved  him be fo re  (v .  2 1 ) .  
H i s  s ta tement  t h a t  they w i l l  l o s e  t h e  s h i p  b u t  t h a t  
none of them w i l l  p e r i s h  seems impossible  t o  be  t r u e  
(v. 2 2 ) .  On what i s  h i s  s ta tement  based? "An ange l  of 
God" s tood  by Paul  "Fear n o t ,  
Pau l ;  thou must s t and  be fo re  Caesar: and l o ,  God h a t h  
g ran ted  t h e e  a l l  them t h a t  s a i l  with me" (v .  2 3 ) .  
Since  Pau l  belongs t o  God and serves H i m  (v .  2 3 ) ,  h e  
s a y s  t o  h i s  comrades, " S i r s ,  be of good chee r ;  f o r  I 
b e l i e v e  God, t h a t  i t  s h a l l  be even so  as i t  h a t h  been 
spoken unto me" (v .  2 5 ) .  This  i s  t h e  confidence of all 

A l l  we  can say  f o r  t h e  

i n  t h e  n i g h t  and s a i d ,  
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who i m p l i c i t l y  bel ieve on God's Word: "God said i t , .  . I  
b e l i e v e  i t , . , T h a t  se t t les  it." A s  J e s u s  s a i d  t o  God, 
"Thy word i s  t r u t h "  (John 17:  17) , 

Mystery i s  added t o  t h e i r  imagina t ions  as Paul  
next  s ays ,  "Howbeit we must be cast upon a c e r t a i n  i s -  
land" (v .  26 ) ,  and they w i l l  be.  

It has  been two weeks s i n c e  l e a v i n g  t h e  p e a c e f u l  
F a i r  Haveas on Crete (v. 27) .  During t h i s  t i m e  they  
have been "driven t o  and f r o  i n  t h e  sea of Adria" (v.  
2 7 ) .  "Adria" i s  s h o r t  f o r  "Adriat ic" ,  and i t s  use  h e r e  
shows t h a t  name t o  be  used f o r  more sea t h e n  than  now. 

About midnight t h e  crew members are of t h e  opin- 
i o n  they are near ing some land (v .  2 7 ) .  They sound f o r  
depth and f i n d  i t  i s  twenty fathoms (one hundred twen- 
t y  f e e t  deep) (v.  28) .  A l i t t l e .  l a t e r  they  f i n d  t h e  
depth t o  be n i n e t y  f e e t .  They are l o s i n g  depth f a s t  e- 
nough t h a t  they decide t o  anchor t h e  s h i p  wi th  f o u r  
anchors from t h e  s t e r n  (back p a r t  of t h e  s h i p )  u n t i l  
dayl ight  (v.  2 9 ) .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  crew dec ides  t o  
t r u s t  t h e i r  f a t e  t o  t h e  emergency boa t  aboard.  They 
begin l e t t i n g  i t  down as i f  they are going t o  use  i t  
f o r  p u t t i n g  anchors out  t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  of  t h e  s h i p  ( v .  
30) while t h e i r  r e a l  i n t e n t i o n  i s  t o  g e t  i n  i t ,  escape  
t o  land,  and leave t h e  b a t t e r e d  s h i p  t o  whatever f a t e  
awaits i t .  But Paul  sees what i s  happening and s a y s  
t o  t h e  centur ion  and t o  h i s  s o l d i e r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  crew 
from abandoning t h e  sh ip ,  say ing ,  "Except t h e s e  a b i d e  
i n  t h e  s h i p ,  ye cannot be saved" (v. 3 1 ) .  The s o l d i e r s  
cu t  t h e  ropes,  causing t h e  boa t  t o  f a l l  t o  t h e  water 
below before  t h e  crew can g e t  i n t o  i t  (v. 32 ) .  

It i s  obvious t h a t  Paul  i s  more and more t a k i n g  a 
leading  r o l e  i n  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  A s  daytime 
n e a r s ,  he urges  them a l l  t o  t a k e  some food s i n c e  i t  
has  been s o  long s i n c e  they have e a t e n  (v. 33) and es- 
p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  " t h e r e  s h a l l  n o t  a h a i r  f a l l  from t h e  
head o f  any of you" (v. 34).  T h i s  man of God i s  i n  no 
way ashamed but i n  t h e  presence of them a l l  "he took 
bread, and gave thanks t o  God" and began t o  eat  ( v ,  
35 ) ,  and they d i d  l ikewise (v. 3 6 ) .  Other  examples o f  
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r e t u r n i n g  thanks  b e f o r e  e a t i n g :  Luke 2 4 : 3 0 ;  Matt. 1 4 :  
1 9 ;  I T i m .  4 : 3 - 5 .  We who have prayed f o r  our "da i ly  
bread" (Mat t ,  6:11) should n o t  f o r g e t  t o  thank t h e  
F a t h e r  when H e  sends i t .  Food and something s o c i a l  
l i k e  a m e a l  are cheer ing  (v.  3 6 ) .  It i s  i n  conjunct ion 
w i t h  t h i s  m e a l  t h a t  Luke t e l l s  u s  how many are on t h e  
s h i p  (two hundred seventy-six) (v.  3 7 ) ,  mentioned h e r e  
because t h i s  i s  poss ib ly  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  they  have all 
g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  a common meeting. 

S i n c e  they are  anchored and await ing t h e  day when 
t h e y  hope t o  proceed t o  whatever land they are near  
t h e y  " l i g h t e n e d  t h e  s h i p ,  throwing o u t  t h e  wheat i n t o  
t h e  seal' (v .  38) .  This  w i l l  a l low them t o  proceed i n t o  
s h a l l o w e r  waters as  t h e  s h i p  w i l l  r i d e  h igher .  

A s  d a y l i g h t  comes, they can see they are i n  re- 
a l i t y  n e a r  some l and ,  but  nobody recognizes  t h e  p l a c e  

. (v .  3 9 ) .  However, they are g lad  t o  see land  once more 
r e g a r d l e s s  of what land it  is!  Noticing a creek run- 
n i n g  i n t o  t h e  sea, t h e i r  p l a n  i s  t o  l e t  t h e  nose of 
t h e  s h i p  e n t e r  t h e  creek (v. 3 9 ) .  A s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  
s e t t i n g  i s  p o r t r a y e d  by t h e  American Standard: "They 
perce ived  a c e r t a i n  bay wi th  a beach, and they  took 
counse l  whether they  could d r i v e  t h e  s h i p  upon it." No 
mention i s  made of t h e  storm cont inuing.  Since no men- 
t i o n  i s  made of  t h e  storm, e v i d e n t l y  they are through 
w i t h  i t .  Being ready t o  t r y  f o r  sho re ,  they t a k e  up 
t h e  anchors  ("cas t ing  o f f  t h e  anchors,  they l e f t  them 
i n  t h e  sea"--ASV), lower t h e  rudders  t h a t  had been 
r a i s e d  o u t  of t h e  water whi le  t h e  anchors were o u t ,  
and r a i s e d  up a s a i l  (v. 4 0 ) .  To one who knows t h e  
g e n e r a l  geography of where they are, a very clear p i c -  
t u r e  comes t o  mind by t h e  express ion ,  "Where two seas 
meet" (v .  4 1 ) .  What "two seas"? Barnes: "Greek: I n t o  a 
p l a c e  of a double  sea (d i thakassa ) .  That is ,  a p l a c e  
which i s  washed on both s i d e s  by t h e  sea. It r e f e r s  
p r o p e r l y  t o  a n  is thmus,  tongue of l and ,  and which was 
washed on b o t h  s i d e s  by t h e  waves. It f s  ev ident  t h a t  
t h i s  w a s  n o t  p r o p e r l y  a n  isthmus t h a t  was above t h e  
waves, b u t  w a s  probably a long sand-bar t h a t  s t r e t c h e d  
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f a r  ou t  i n t o  t h e  sea, and which they d i d  n o t  p e r c e i v e ,  
I n  endeavoring t o  make the  harbor  they  ran on t h i s  b a r  
o r  sand-bank." McGarvey says i n  speaking of t h e  two 
c u r r e n t s  s t r i k i n g  t h e  f r e e  end of t h e  s tuck-boat  t h a t  
they are i n  s a i l o r ' s  phraseology "two seas". H e  goes 
on t o  say t h a t  they s t r i k e  t h e  stern s o  t h a t  t h e  t i m -  
bers, a l ready  under g r e a t  s t r a i n ,  immediately g i v e  way 
s o  t h a t  t h e  sh ip  i s  a c t u a l l y  breaking up,  and t h a t  i f  
those on board a r e  going t o  escape  they must do some- 
th ing  immediately. Sensing what i s  about t o  happen, 
" the  s o l d i e r s '  counsel was t o  k i l l  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  les t  
any of them should s w i m  o u t ,  and escape" (v .  4 2 ) .  The 
lone s t a t e d  reason f o r  t h e  c e n t u r i o n ' s  n o t  a c c e p t i n g  
t h e  s o l d i e r ' s  counsel (he wants t o  s p a r e  Paul)  ( v .  4 3 )  
shows t h e  high regard t h i s  Roman o f f i c i a l  J u l i u s  h a s  
developed f o r  h i s  unusual p r i s o n e r ,  H e  t e l l s  t h o s e  who 
can s w i m  t o  jump o f f  t h e  wreckage and g e t  t o  l a n d  and 
t h e  rest t o  jump i n t o  the  water, hold onto broken 
boards from t h e  wrecked s h i p ,  and be washed a s h o r e  by 
t h e  waves ( 4 3 , 4 4 ) .  And they all make i t  s a f e  t o  l a n d  
(v. 4 4 )  j u s t  as Paul  e a r l i e r  p r e d i c t e d :  "Be of good 
cheer: f o r  t he re  s h a l l  be no l o s s  of any man's l i f e  a- 
mong you, but of t h e  ship" (v. 2 2 ) .  

QUESTIONS: 2 .  What does "EurocZydonN mean? 2 .  What 
does i$ mean when it says "they used Izelpe, undergird- 
ing the ship"? 
bZown southwest on t o  the quicksands? 4 .  In the m i d s t  
of t he i r  despair what heartening message does Paul. 
bring t o  them? 5. Ilou do the crew members t r y  t o  make 
the i r  escape from the ship? 
fore they eat? 7 ,  HOW does the i r  ship become wrecked? 
8. In what 2 ways do the members of the  group get t o  
shore safely? 

3.  What do they do t o  keep from being 

6 .  !&.at does P a d  do be- 
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C. Wintering on MeZita 
(Study Acts 28:1-10) 

The p r i s o n e r s  make no at tempt  t o  escape ,  f o r  
where w i l l  they  go ( they  are on an i s l a n d ) ?  And how 
can they g e t  anywhere else? 

"Luke ca l l s  t h e  i s l a n d e r s  barbar ians"  (v .  2) "be- 
cause thus  t h e  Greeks and Romans s t y l e d  a l l  people  ex- 
cep t  themselves.  The term bore less of reproach  then  
than  i t  does wi th  us .  These barbar ians  were ve ry  f a r  
from being savages"  (McGarvey) . A s h i p  aground j u s t  
o f f  t h e i r  sho re  i n  the  e a r l y  morning i s  exci tement  t o  
t h e  i s land-people  vho ga the r  near  t h e  shore  t o  watch 
t h e  happenings.  It i s  from them t h a t  t h e  s t r anded  t r a -  
velers l e a r n  they are on t h e  i s l a n d  of "Melita" (Malta 
today south  of I t a l y )  (v.  1). The men can ha rd ly  be- 
l i e v e  they are a c t u a l l y  on land  aga in  f o r  a t  one t i m e  
t h i s  seemed abso lu te ly  impossible  (27:20). We have n o t  
y e t  mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  not  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
Pau l  has  been involved i n  a shipwreck. When he ear l ie r  
wrote  11 Cor in th i ans  he  then  had a l r eady  been sh ip-  
wrecked t h r e e  times ( I 1  Cor. 11:25) and according t o  
t h a t  verse on one of them had spent  "a n i g h t  and a 
day. . . i n  t h e  deep". 

Providence h a s  brought them t o  an i s land-people  
of a compassionate na tu re ,  f o r  Luke says they "shewed 
u s  no l i t t l e  k indness :  f o r  they k indled  a f i re ,  and 
r ece ived  u s  every  one, because of t he  p re sen t  r a i n ,  
and because of t h e  cold' '  (v .  2 ) .  The ear ly  w i n t e r  
r a i n s  of t h i s  c o a s t a l  area make i t  a most d i s a g r e e a b l e  
t i m e  t o  be washed ashore water-soaked, It has  t o  be  a 
l a r g e  b o n f i r e  t o  enable  n e a r l y  t h r e e  hundred men t o  
crowd around it .  

It i s  whi l e  p u t t i n g  wood on t h e  f i r e  t h a t  God 
uses  miracle-power t o  ga in  f u r t h e r  h o s p i t a l i t y  f o r  t h e  
abandoned men and a l s o  t o  enable  Paul  t o  be an i n f l u -  
e n t i a l  man dur ing  t h e i r  win ter  he re .  And more and 
more J u l i u s  realizes how va luab le  Paul  i s  t o  t h e  
group. What a s i g h t  when t h e  hard-working Pau l  h a s  a 
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v i p e r  come out  of t h e  f i r e ' s  smoke and f a s t e n  i t s e l f  
on h i s  hand (v.  3 ) !  The i s l a n d e r s  have no doubt picked 
up by t h i s  time t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e i r  "guests"  are ac- 
t u a l l y  pr i soners  bound f o r  Rome, I a e n  they  see t h e  v i -  
per hanging on P a u l ' s  hand, they  say among themselves,  
"No doubt t h i s  man i s  a murderer,  whom, though he h a t h  
escaped the  sea, y e t  vengeance s u f f e r e t h  n o t  t o  l ive"  [1 (v. 4 ) ,  Thus t h e  s t a g e  i s  se t  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  miracle. 
Nhen Paul  shakes o f f  t h e  venomous b e a s t  i n t o  t h e  f i r e  
and s t i l l  hours l a t e r  has s u f f e r e d  no harm from i t ,  
t h e  curious onlookers a r e  s o  changed i n  t h e i r  conclu- 
s i o n  concerning he  i s  a god 
(v .  5 , 6 ) .  

U n t i l  o ther  arrangements can be made P u b l i u s ,  a 
Roman r u l e r  ("chief man of t h e  i s l a n d " ) ,  h o s p i t a b l y  
cares f o r  t h e  group f o r  t h r e e  days (v. 7 ) .  H i s  good- 
ness t o  so l a r g e  a group i s  more than  r e p a i d  when Paul  
miraculously h e a l s  h i s  very s ick.  f a t h e r  (v. 8 ) .  Word 
spreads,  and o t h e r s  l o c a l l y  and throughout t h e  i s l a n d  
do no t  m i s s  t h e  opportuni ty  t o  b r i n g  their s i c k  t o  
Paul  t o  h e a l  (v. 9 ) .  P a u l ' s  kindness  t o  them w i l l  a l so  
be w e l l  r epa id  when t h e  is land-people  g r a c i o u s l y  o u t -  
f i t  them with many t h i n g s  f o r  t h e i r  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  Rome 
la te r .  

McGarvey wisely observes,  "We cannot suppose t h a t  
Paul  healed d i s e a s e s  among t h e  i s l a n d e r s  so  g e n e r a l l y  
without  mentioning t h e  name of J e s u s .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  
though Luke makes no mention of i t ,  we must t h i n k  t h a t  
from the palace of t h e  governor t o  t h e  remotes t  hamlet 
of t h e  i s l a n d  t h e  name and power of J e s u s  were f u l l y  
made known during t h e  t h r e e  months of h i s  s t a y . "  

il 

II 
0 
0 
[I 

I-1 
II 

Paul  t h a t  they now t h i n k  

pi 

1 QUESTIONS: 1 ,  In what sense a m  the is landers  "Bar- 
barians"? 2 ,  On what isZand are they? 3 ,  TeZZ about 
the weather. 4 .  f i a t  happens as PauZ i.s pu t t ing  wood 
on the fire? 5. f i a t  do the islanders think uhen they 
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see t h i s ?  6 .  
now? 7 .  What miracles does PauZ perform? 

When no harm foZZows, what do they think 

D .  On t o  Rome 
(Study A c t s  2 8 :  11-16a) 

Shipping resumes on t h e  Mediterranean as t h e  
wors t  of  w i n t e r  ends.  A s h i p  of Alexandria,  Egypt t h a t  
h a s  a l s o  win tered  a t  Melita i s  ready t o  a a i l  northward1 
( v .  11). "Castor and Pollux" (v. 11) were twin sons of 
J u p i t e r  i n  mythology and were he ld  t o  be t h e  s p e c i a l  
g u a r d i a n s  of s a i l o r s .  A u t h o r i t i e s  t e l l  us  t h e i r  images 
o f t e n  graced  such vessels. 

There are vary ing  a t t i t u d e s  about t h e i r  d e p a r t u r e  
from Melita. The island-people a r e  no doubt r e l u c t a n t  
t o  see them go. Paul  i s  eager  t o  ge t  on h i s  way t o  
Rome, t h e  b r e t h r e n  t h e r e ,  and freedom. The centur ion  
w i l l  b e  g l a d  t o  see h i s  mission of t r a n s p o r t i n g  so  
many p r i s o n e r s  under such adverse condi t ions  complet- 
ed.  Those p r i s o n e r s  who w i l l  n o t  be a c q u i t t e d  a t  Rome 
and t h o s e  who w i l l  be made t o  f i g h t  wild animals i n  
t h e  a r e n a  would much p r e f e r  remaining on t h e  i s l a n d .  
F a r e w e l l s  are bidden as t h e  s h i p  sa i l s  o u t  of p o r t  on 
i t s  way n o r t h .  We wonder if t h e i r  shipwreck experience 
h a s  made them s k e p t i c a l  of boarding another  s h i p ?  

T h e i r  f i r s t  s t o p  i s  a t  Syracuse on t h e  famous is- 
land  of S i c i l y  ( j u s t  o f f  t h e  t o e  of I t a l y ' s  boot- 
shaped peninsula)  where t h e  s h i p  s t o p s  f o r  t h r e e  days 
( v .  1 2 ) .  I n s t e a d  of "from thence w e  fe tched a compass, 
and came t o  Rhegium" (v.  131,  t h e  American Standard 
r e a d s ,  "From thence we made a c i r c u i t ,  and a r r i v e d  a t  
Regium," sugges t ing  t h a t  t h e  winds blew them o f f  t h e  
s t r a i g h t  course  between t h e  two c i t ies .  A t  Rhegium 
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they are of t h e  boot)  I 
A f t e r  one day a t  Rliegium the wind i s  very  d e s i r a b l e  
f o r  cont inuing t h e  journey ( v ,  13) enabl ing  them t o  
make the  one hundred e ighty  m i l e  t r i p  t o  P u t e o l i  i n  
only a day (v .  1 3 ) .  "Puteoli" means " the  wells". 
Barnes says ,  "It was c e l e b r a t e d  f o r  i t s  warm b a t h s ,  
and from t h e s e  and i t s  spr ings  i t  i s  supposed t o  have 

by somebody, f o r  they f i n d  "brethren" h e r e  (v.  1 4 ) .  

word about Paul  g e t s  t o  t h e  church a t  Rome. When t h e  
t i p p  toward Rome i s  resumed c e r t a i n  b r e t h r e n  from Rome 
meet Paul  a t  A p p i i  Forum, and s t i l l  o t h e r s  m e e t  him 
t e n  miles n o r t h  a t  T h e e  Taverns (v .  15) e Barnes s a y s  
of Appii Forum, "This was a c i t y  56 m i l e s  from Rome... 
The c i t y  was b u i l t  o n  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  Appian way, o r  
road from Rome t o  Capua. The road w a s  made by Appius 
Claudius and probably t h e  c i t y  a l s o .  It was c a l l e d  t h e  
'forum' o r  'market-place'  of Appius because it was a 
convenient place f o r  travelers on t h e  Appian way t o  
t r i p  f o r  purposes of refreshment .  I t  w a s  a l s o  a fam- 
ous r e s o r t  f o r  p e d l a r s  and merchants." Three Taverns 
was another such rest-and-refreshment p l a c e  on t h e  
road t o  Rome, 

These bre thren  coming t o  meet him means much t o  
Paul :  "He thanked God, and took courage' '  (v. 15) , 
After  being denied t h e  fe l lowship  of C h r i s t i a n s  (ex- 
cep t  f o r  Luke and Ar is ta rchus)  f o r  several months, h i s  
j o y  over t h e i r  coming t o  meet him i s  q u i t e  understand- 

a c t u a l l y  i n  I t a l y  (on the t o e  

der ived i t s  name." The gospel h a s  been preached h e r e  

Seven days are spent  here  (v. 1 4 )  dur ing  which t i m e  

n 

QUESTIONS; 1 .  Coimiient on "Castor and Po Z Zus 
c 

2 .  h%o come t o  Appii Forum and Three Tavemzs? 3.  How 
does t h e i r  coming a f f e c t  Paul? 
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CHAPTER 1 4  

A. Acts ' Account 
(Study Acts 28~16-31) 

The c e n t u r i o n  J u l i u s  b i d s  an ad ieu  t o  Paul  as h e  
d e l i v e r s  him t o  t h e  c a p t a i n  of t h e  guard who p e r m i t s  
him t o  dwel l  by himself wi th  a s o l d i e r  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
him (v .  1 6 ) .  P a u l ' s  p r i v i l e g e d  c o n d i t i o n  as a p r i s o n e r  
i s  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  f a c t  that  a f t e r  he  h a s  
been i n  Rome only  t h r e e  days he can ca l l  t h e  c h i e f  of 
t h e  J e w s  t o g e t h e r  t o  t a l k  t o  them (v. 1 7 ) .  H e  r e h e a r s -  
es h i s  case w i t h  them (v.  17-20) .  The Jerusalem J e w s  
e v i d e n t l y  dropped any hope i n  h i s  case when a t  Cae- 
sarea he  made h i s  appeal  t o  ,Caesar, f o r  t h e s e  Jews 
h e r e  a t  Rome say  t o  him, "We n e i t h e r  rece ived  le t ters  
o u t  of Judea concerning t h e e ,  n e i t h e r  any of t h e  
b r e t h r e n  t h a t  came shewed o r  spake any harm of thee"  

These Jews welcome t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  t a l k  w i t h  
somebody of the C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  l i k e  Paul ,  f o r  they  
say,  "We d e s i r e  t o  hear  of t hee  what thou t h i n k e s t :  
f o r  as concerning t h i s  sec t ,  we know t h a t  every  where 
i t  i s  spoken a g a i n s t "  (v.  221, so they set a day when 
they and o t h e r s  can come t o  h i s  lodging t o  h e a r  him 
about t h e  matter (v .  23) .  We ca tch  from t h e i r  comment 
what we would expect-- that  among the Jews C h r i s t i a n i t y  
i s  u n i v e r s a l l y  spoken a g a i n s t .  

The appoin ted  day a r r i v e s ,  and Paul  welcomes t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  speak t o  h i s  own Jewish b r e t h r e n  "from 
morning t i l l  evening" (v.  23 ) .  Earlier when w r i t i n g  t o  
h i s  C h r i s t i a n  b r e t h r e n  i n  Rome concerning the Jews, h e  
s a i d ,  "Brethren,  my h e a r t ' s  d e s i r e  and p r a y e r  t o  God 
f o r  Israel i s ,  tha t  they might be  saved" (Rom. 1O:i). 

(v .  21) .  
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Notice a l so  what he  wrote i n  Rom. 9:l-4. What P a u l  
p r e s e n t s  on t h i s  occasion i s  material i n  t h e  law of 
Moses and the  prophets  t h a t  has t o  do wi th  t h e  kingdom 
of God and with t h e  career of J e s u s  (v. 23 ) .  How much 
those of us who teach courses i n  Old Testament Pro- 
phe ts  would be t r e a t e d  by being p r e s e n t  t o  h e a r  what 
Paul  expounds and t e s t i f i e s  (v .  23):  

The day has  been p r o f i t a b l e ,  f o r  some are made 
b e l i e v e r s  by t h e  th ings  Paul has  spoken, b u t  n o t  a l l  
( v ,  2 4 ) ,  From "they agreed n o t  among themselves" (v .  
251, you can see t h a t  s e r i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n  h a s  broken 
out  among those  Jews who b e l i e v e  and t h o s e  who d o n ' t .  
Before they depar t  a t  t h e  end of day, Paul  quotes  from 
t h e i r  venerated prophet I s a i a h  concerning t h e i r  w i l l -  
f u l  disregard of t h e  convincing evidence presented  t o  
them (v,  25-27 r e f e r s  t o  Isa,  6:9,10). Paul  a l s o  t e l l s  
them what he h a s  t o l d  s tubborn J e w s  e lsewhere:  "Be i t  
known t h e r e f o r e  unto you, t h a t  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of  God i s  
s e n t  unto t h e  G e n t i l e s ,  and t h a t  they  w i l l  hear  i t"  
(v. 28) .  A s  t h e  Jews leave  P a u l ' s  p l a c e ,  they are 
s t i l l  car ry ing  on t h e i r  heated d i s c u s s i o n  over  what 
P a u l  has  taught  (v. 28).  

A s  we come t o  t h e  last  two verses of A c t s ,  t h e r e  
i s  something we are s t i l l  wai t ing for--his  hear ing  be- 
f o r e  Caesar! Why i s  he  held a p r i s o n e r  a t  Kome "two 
whole years" when he should be  s e t  f r e e ?  Ii! h i s  Sntro- 
duct ion Reece ab ly  shows t h a t  i f  a p e r s o n ' s  a c c u s e r s  
do n o t  show up w i t h i n  two years t o  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  
him, he i s  au tomat ica l ly  r e l e a s e d .  So P a u l  is  d e t a i n e d  
u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e  e x p i r e s .  During t h i s  t i m e  P a u l  i s  
given every l i b e r t y  of "preaching t h e  kingdom of  God 
and teaching those t h i n g s  t h a t  concern t h e  Lord J e s u s  
Chr is t "  (v.  31) t o  " a l l  t h a t  came i n  unto him" (v. 
30). It  i s  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e s e  two y e a r s  t h a t  I x k e  
writes t h i s  g r e a t  book t o  h i s  fe l low-Greek Theophilus.  

d i f f e ren t  from most prisoners' imprisonment? 
have the Jews i n  Rome lzeard about Paul's ease? 

QUESTIONS: 1. How i s  Paul 's  hprisonment i n  Rome 
2. &at 
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3. why are they interested i n  hearing what Paul has t o  
say about Chris t iani ty? 
hear him. 5 .  How long i s  Paul a prisoner i n  Rome? 

4 .  y e l l  what happens when they 

B ,  G leanings from His "Prison E p i . ; t  Zest' 

A s  w e  have noted,  t h e s e  two years  have been busy 
y e a r s  f o r  Paul .  Besides teaching many people i n  Rome, 
he  h a s  w r i t t e n  f o u r  e p i s t l e s  now a p a r t  of our New 
Testament:  Ephesians,  P h i l i p p i a n s ,  Colossians,  and 
Philemon. These are commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as P a u l ' s  
" p r i s o n  e p i s t l e s " .  From them w e  can glean b i t s  of i n -  
format ion  concerning t h e s e  two y e a r s .  

The church a t  P h i l i p p i  sends Epaphroditus t o  Paul  
w i t h  a generous g i f t  ( P h i l .  4:10,18).  While he  i s  
s t a y i n g  011 t o  m i n i s t e r  t o  Pau l ,  Epaphroditus becomes 
d e a t h l y  ill and almost d i e s  ( P h i l ,  2:27,30). After  he  
r e c o v e r s ,  h e  r e t u r n s  t o  P h i l i p p i  car ry ing  P a u l ' s  Phi- 
l i p p i a n s  e p i s t l e  wi th  him. Other gleanings from Phi- 
l i p p i a n s :  (1) Some of "Caesar's household" (probably 
s e r v a n t s )  have been converted ( P h i l .  4 : 2 2 )  ; (2)  Paul ' s  
bonds i n  C h r i s t  being mani fes t  i n  t h e  pa lace  have em- 
boldened many bre thren  of Rome t o  be bolder  i n  t h e i r  
e v a n g e l i z i n g  f o r  C h r i s t  ( P h i l .  1:13,14), causing Paul  
t o  s a y ,  "The t h i n g s  which have happened unto  m e  have 
f a l l e n  o u t  r a t h e r  unto t h e  f u r t h e r a n c e  of t h e  gospel' ' 
( P h i l .  1 : l Z ) ;  ( 3 )  Sometime during t h e s e  two y e a r s  T i m -  
o t h y  h a s  come t o  b e  wi th  Paul  a t  Rome ( P h i l .  2 :19) .  

Also dur ing  t h e s e  y e a r s  Paul  i s  a b l e  t o  convert  
a slave Onesimus, who had run away from h i s  master 
Philemon, a member of t h e  Colossian church (Phm. 10, 
11) e Paul  now Sends him back t o  h i s  master (Plim. 1 2 ,  

# l S - - l 9 )  . Accompanying Onesimus t o  Colosse is  Tychicus 
of Asia b e a r i n g  both  t h e  Colossian and t h e  Philemon e- 
p i s t l e s  (Col. 4:7-9). They w i l l  go by sh ip  t o  Ephesus 
and by l a n d  from Ephesus t o  Colosse.  Paul  a l s o  sends 
t h e  Ephesian e p i s t l e  by Tychicus t o  drop o f f  as they 
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go through Ephesus (Eph. 6:21,22) .  From Col. 4:12 w e  
l e a r n  t h a t  Epaphras of Colosse i s  a l s o  wi th  Paul  when 
he w r i t e s  Colossiaiis while from Phm, 23 we see t h a t  
Mark and Demas are a l s o  with Paul  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  w r i -  
t ing  , 

From P a u l ' s  l a te r  and f i n a l  e p i s t l e s  (I and I1 
Timothy and T i t u s )  we conclude t h a t  he  g e t s  r e l e a s e d  
from t h e  Jewish charge a g a i n s t  him t o  accomplish some 
of t he  a s p i r a t i o n s  he has  had whi le  be ing  d e t a i n e d  a t  
Rome. 

We cannot conclude our s tudy  of Acts wi thout  re- 
marking t h a t  we a r e  s o  indebted t o  t h i s  i n s p i r e d  ac- 
count f o r  o u r  knowledge o f  what happened dur ing  t h e  
f i r s t  t h i r d  of a century of t h e  church. May we say 
t h a t  we s e l f i s h l y  lament t h a t  we do n o t  have a similar 
book of h i s t o r y  covering t h e  happenings from t h e  end 
o f  Acts t o  t h e  death of t h e  l a s t  a p o s t l e  (John)? Being 
denied such a chronological  coverage, we are forced  t o  
piece t o g e t h e r  fragments of in format ion  from s e v e r a l  
e p i s t l e s  t o  know what l i t t l e  we do about  t h e  l a s t  por- 
t i o n  of t h e  a p o s t o l i c  age.  

A s  a p a r t i n g  t r i b u f e  t o  t h e  g r e a t  a p o s t l e  P a u l ,  
l e t  us say t h a t  from t h e  t i m e  he  i s  in t roduced  t o  u s  
a t  t h e  s ton ing  of Stephen (chapter  7 ) ,  t h e r e  i s  v e r y  
l i t t l e  recorded i n  t h e  rest of  t h e  book of Acts t h a t  
i s  no t  r e l a t e d  t o  him i n  some way e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  
i n d i r e c t l y .  H i s  conversion and f r u i t h l  l a b o r s  t h e r e -  
a f t e r  f o r e v e r  s tand a s  a testimony t o  t h e  t ru th .  of t h e  
gospel,  t o  t h e  power of i t ,  and t o  t h e  v i c t o r y  of i t !  

QUESTIONS: 1 .  Khat ep i s t l e s  does PauZ wri te  during 
his  Roman imprisonment? 2 .  What man from Phizippi be- 
comes deathly i l l  while ministering t o  PauZ? 3 .  who 
i s  Onesimus? 4 .  who i s  h i s  master a t  Cotosse? 5. What 
ep i s t l e s  te l l .  US b i t s  and pieces of PauZ?s l i f e  a f t e r  
he i s  released flqom t h i s  imprisonment? 


