
A FALSE DOCTRINE BASED ON TRUTH 
-by Don Ear l  Boatman 

In  r ecen t  years  t he re  has been a s t rong  emphasis 
on t h e  equipping minis t ry ,  t he  mutual min i s t ry ,  o ther -  
w i s e  known as t h e  priesthood of b e l i e v e r s .  The Bible 
c e r t a i n l y  teaches us t h a t  w e  a r e  a l l  p r i e s t s ,  t h a t  
everyone should minis te r  and t h a t  the  members sliould be 
t r a i n e d  t o  serve  and t o  min i s t e r .  Some teachers  gobe- 
yond the  Sc r ip tu res  and g ive  a f a l s e  emphasis t o  t h i s  
teaching .  

The wrong emphasis b u i l t  on these t r u t h s  i s  dama- 
ging t o  t h e  body of Chr i s t .  This wrong emphasis i s  
r e f l e c t e d  i n  such statements a s  t hese :  

A .  "I w i l l  not  c a l l ,  t h i s  i s  the  e l d e r s '  j o b . "  

B .  "Everyone s h m l d  m i n i s t e r ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  the Bible 
co l l ege  i s  wrong i n  t r a i n i n g  preachers ,  mission- 
a r i e s  and youth min i s t e r s .  '' 

C .  "Everyone should be equipped t o  serve using h i s  
own charisma and the re  should not be such a thing 
as  a m i n i s t e r . "  

D .  "The church i s  not a N e w  Testament churchthat has 
a p u l p i t  m i n i s t e r .  H e  does too mch work and keeps 
o the r s  from working. ' I  

E .  "Everyone i s  a p r i e s t ;  t he re fo re ,  t h e r e  should not  
be a p r i e s t  c a l l e d  a m i n i s t e r ,  preacher or  pastor." 

F .  "We should no t  have a time of decis ion i n  Ckris- 
t i a n  Service camps because i t  w i l l  upset those who 
do not  answer the c a l l  f o r  the  spec ia l i zed  leader- 
sh ip  min i s t ry  and the mission f i e l d .  Everyone is 
already c a l l e d  t o  f u l l  time s e r v i c e . "  

Some passages of Sc r ip tu re  a r e  overlookedbythese 
advocates .  

In  Exodus, God made a covenant with His people 
whom He f r eed  from s lavery .  In  Exodus 19:6, God s a i d ,  
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"and ye s h a l l  be unto me a kingdom of p r i e s t s  and a 
h o l y  na t ion ,  These a re  thewordswhich t h o u s h a l t  speak 
unto t h e  ch i ldren  of I s r a e l . "  He ca l l ed  the  people 
p r i e s t s ,  but  whole chapters a r e  given over t o  t h e  L e -  
v i t e s  t o  i n s t r u c t  t h e m i n t h e i r  p r i e s t l y  work. A t r i b e  
was chosen t o  be p r i e s t s ,  even thoughthewhole n a t i o n  
was a p r i e s t l y  na t ion .  

The languageofExodus 1 9 : 6 i s  repeated i n  t h e  New 
Testament and applied t o  the people under the  new cov- 
enant.  Observe I Peter  2 : 5  and 9 :  " Y e  a l s o ,  as l i v -  
ing s tones ,  a r e  b u i l t u p a  s p i r i t u a l  house, t o b e  a h o l y  
pr ies thood,  t o  o f f e r  up s p i r i t u a l  s a c r i f i c e s ,  accept -  
able  t o  God through Jesus Chr i s t . "  

"But y e  a r e  an e l e c t  r ace ,  a roya l  p r i e s thood ,  a 
h o l y  na t ion ,  apeople  forGod's  own possession,  t h a t  y e  
may show f o r t h  theexce l lence  of Himwho c a l l e d  you out 
o f  darkness i n t o  H i s  marvelous l i g h t . "  

The p r i e s t h o o d o f b e l i e v e r s i s  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  
God and does noe negate c e r t a i n  peop le  g iv ing  them- 
selves  f u l l  time t o  spec ia l  p r i e s t l y w o r k ,  Jesus  ca l l -  
ed men t o  preach. Paul r ec ru i t ed  preachers and evanrr 
g e l i s t s  and commissioned them t o  do s o .  Paul was a 
fore igb  missionary. Timothy andTi tus  were p reache r s ,  
evange l i s t s ,  and shepherds of f locks .  The New Testa-  
ment a l s o  teaches t h a t  men a r e  t o  be supported i n  the  
work of  leadership i n  evangelism. Pe ter  w a s  a f u l l -  
time evange l i s t  who taught the  pr ies thood of a l l  be- 
l i e v e r s .  

World evangelismcannever take place without  men 
l ead ingou t  t o  accomplishthatpurpose.(Romans10:14,15) 
It seems very few present  themselves a s w i l l i n g  t o  go. 
The ones t h a t  do must be sen t .  L e t  us give some ex- 
amples : 

A .  He dr ives  oneortwo hours a day t o  g e t  t o  h i s  
j o b ,  where he works f o r  e i g h t  hours a day and 
sometimes works overtime i n  order  t o  support  
h i s  family. He cannot go t o  I t a l y o r A f r i c a  t o  
be a missionary unless  he q u i t s  h i s  job and un- 
less someone sends him. H e  i s  t y p i c a l  of thou- 
sands of other  Chris t ian people .  
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B .  H e  has a f u l l - t i m e  job  and moonlights a second 
i n  order  t o  support h i s  family i n a n i n f l a t i o n -  
a r y  soc ie ty .  He i s  not  f l u e n t ,  he is not t ra ined ,  
he i s  not  inc l ined  t o  save enough money t o s h i p  
h i s  family t o  Taiwan, where he can search f o r  
a j o b  adequate enough t o  support  him, so  hecan  
be a wi tness .  H e  i s  t y p i c a l  of many church 
people who a r e  concerned about world evangel- 
ism, but  who cannot commit a l l  of t h e i r  l i f e -  
t i m e  t o  i t .  Someone else w i l l  have t o  go and 
be supported i n  t h e  work. 

The world w i l l  not  be evangelized unless w e  heed 
t h e  Commission and P a u l ' s  admonition i n  Romans 10:13-15. 

We are committed t o  the  pr ies thood of  b e l i e v e r s ,  
and w e  a r e  a l s o  resolved t o  r e c r u i t  men who w i l l  be 
supported i n  teaching t h e  g rea t  Gospel t r u t h s  t o  a l l  
men everywhere, j u s t  as  Jesus  and Paul d id .  

The unsaved a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  p r i v i l e g e o f b e i n g  
a p a r t  of a holy na t ion ,  a roya l  pr ies thood,  God's own 
people ,  bu t  we a r e  convinced t h a t  they w i l l .  not  have a 
chance u n t i l  dedicated people provide t h e  leadership 
t o  accomplish t h a t  purpose. 

-Used by permission 
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