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APPLYING THE
TWELVE STEPS TO
PERSONAL WORSHIP

Addiction to alcohol, or what the Bible calls
“‘drunkenness’’ is a reality. It is @ terrible reality! The
millions who are addicted to drugs live in a slavery
unimaginable by those who are not addicted.

BUT — that is not all — there are other addictions!

I want to suggest to you that addiction to failure in
personal worship is also a very real, hurtful reality. It
has far-, far-reaching consequences. The rwelve steps
taken by every member of Alcoholics Anonymous can
give you the same liberty and freedom. We shall state
briefly the rwelve steps of AA and then develop their
application to your personal worship. This can mean
your deliverance. Please read it carefully.

A working method for overcoming: DEAR GOD!

Step One: **1 admit my desperate need for your help
in managing my time for personal worship. I just can
not or will not do it. [ must have your help — 1 have
tried too often and failed too often to believe
anything else."”

Step Two: *‘1 do now believe your power — which is
within me and bevond me — can and will transform
me. I believe I am now being strengthened by the per-
son of the Holy Spirit in my inward man (Eph. 3:16;
I John 4:4)."

Step Three: *‘l now turn my will over to you. Right

here and right now 1 yield my desires to your desires.
I believe you can both ‘will and do in me your good
pleasure’ (Phil. 2:13).”

Step Four: ‘1 now repent like I have not repented
before. I am making right now a moral inventory. It
is a searching, fearless inventory of my own heart. 1
specify my sins — my excuses — my weaknesses. I do
not do this to earn anything — just to be rid of the
burdens. I lay them at your feet.”’

Step Five: *'l admit to my Lord, to myself and to
another person who has committed himself or herself
to personal worship the exact nature of my Ffailure.
Such a person will in turn do the same for me.

Step Six: *‘1 now yield my whole heart to the Great
Physician for healing. My yielding is in confidence
and trust in his love and mercy. I accept his accept-
ance of me, and the forgiveness he gives to me — the
peace he gives me in his heart.”

Step Seven: ‘‘1 bow before my Lord in humility and
ask him right now to transform me through the
renewing of my mind. I lay my body on his altar as a
living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1,2). I am perfectly confident
that this offering is acceptable to him. *And this is the
confidence which we have before him, that, if we ask
anything according to his will, he hears us’ (I John

5:14). 1 wait before him in the sense of rest —
awaiting your working in me.”

Step Eight ‘1 here list all the persons I have ‘ler
down’ by my failure to keep my personal worship. I
confess to each of them my failure and decision to
recommil myself. I assure them, and myself, that I
believe I could go to heaven without personal worship
as spelled out in this book. Bur I already know what a
sense of wholeness personal worship gives me and 1
am not going to live without it.

Step Nine: ‘1 want to meet with my dear friends in
group worship — just two or three of us with Jesus in
the midst! I want to be an encouragement to them —
and to myself — as they are to me. I right now make
an appointment for such a meeting.”’

Step Ten: **1 continue to take a fearless personal in-
ventory. When I have failed I admit it — I do not
hide it or justify it — I admit it! 1 also take
knowledge of my successes. I tell others about them. I
thank and praise you for them. I share my testimony
with others often.”

Step Eleven: *‘1 believe in my heart of hearts that per-
sonal worship is NOT optional. I can not and will not
make this intimacy with my Lord a matter of choice.
I have already gone through my Gethsemane. Right
here I regive myself to prayer (Acts 6:6).”

Step Twelve: *‘Since 1 have experienced through this
time of personal worship such a vast improvement —
such a blessed reality — such a peace that does indeed
pass human explanation I must — 1 will share this joy
with others! I will do this each day as I am moved to
do so by yourself.”’

I want to now summarize and expand these
twelve steps as they relate to our personal wor-
ship:

Step One: There is something strange about my in-
ability to establish and maintain my personal worship!
I can and do establish and maintain a job for my
“‘bread and butter.”” I know the real meaning of the
verse that says “‘he that will not work will not eat’’ (II
Thess. 3:10). Somehow I do not feel the same urgency
about eating the bread ‘‘that has come down from
heaven’ — or drinking of ‘‘the water of life.”” The
real equation here is: “‘he that will not make provision
for personal worship will not eat and drink under the
rule of God in his life.”” T know and I agree with this
truth — but I can not or I will not do it! I now admit
my total inability. I need your help. 1 must have your
help. If you do not will it and do it — it will not be
done. I bow and wait before you. There is an enemy
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— he is most active. He is here now opposing you in
me — and through me. I bind Satan by your power

— not mine — I agree with others in this request to

bind him (Matt. 18:18-20).

Step Two: There is something equally strange and
wonderful about your promise to help me. I read
these words with my whole heart: *“. . . that he would
grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be
strengthened with power through his Spirit in the in-
ner man; so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith’’ (Eph. 3:16,17a). If we do not believe
you live in us we short-circuit your strength-giving
power in us. We are spirit-beings. Since ‘‘God is
Spirit” (John 4:24), and we are created in his likeness
how could we be anything else but spirit (I refer of
course, to the inward man)? You strengthen our
resolve to obey you — you lift us up by promising to
forgive us. In what sense is it true that ‘‘greater is he
who is in you than he who is in the world”? Please
embrace these truths to your heart as I do to my
heart: (1) The Holy Spirit is greater in the help he has
to get his job done. The only help Satan has is the
selfish servants of his in this world. They begrudging-
ly serve their master — we have loving self-giving ser-
vants to help us. (2) The Holy Spirit is greater in what
he offers — Satan can not forgive you — or love you
or intercede for you. (3) The Holy Spirit is greater in
the hope of a world and life where there will be no
such limitations as we have here.

Step Three: This is a most crucial step — indeed it is

THE crucial step. Our dear Lord gave us the example.

It IS POSSIBLE to will to do his will — we can say
and mean: “NOT MY WILL but YOUR WILL BE
DONE." Will you right now read these two verses
with me and apply them to your life: *‘So then, my
beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more in my absence,
work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for
it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to
work for his good pleasure’’ (Phil. 2:12,13). Please,
please, mark it carefully! When you work out God
works in! This is a synchronous or simultaneous ac-
tion. {f you do not work out God will not — can not
work in. He has bound himself by his own lanes of
production. There is no victory in words only — in
action — in obedience — in getting out of bed — in
turning off the TV — in opening up your Bible and
the song book. We are weak and tremble in our
weakness — but we can obey. He is able when we are
willing!

Step Four: Repentance is indeed an attitude. It is also
a time and a place where I decide enough is enough!
If we never take inventory we will never find out how
much we have sold or how much we have to sell.
How many days have gone by without devoting even
one hour of time in exclusive interest in yourself? I
have not talked to you and you to me for one hour.
A recent survey was made of over one hundred
preachers — the honest admission was that the
average time given to our Lord was three minutes!
This is a terrible sin against those to whom they
minister who expect better of them. It is a sin against

their wives many of whom want to be more spiritually
minded but are dragged down by the apathy — the in-
difference — the busyness — or the moral failure of
their husbands. It is a terrible sin against the future of
their children who reject *‘out of hand’’ the whole
thought of serving you if it amounts to nothing more
than a religious routine they see their fathers caught
up in. Enough is enough. I repent. 1 will change. I
ask you for your help.

Step Five: 1 now seek out that dear person I can trust
and confess my sin as it relates to this practice of per-
sonal worship. I know how to do it — but I do nort
do it. They also know how but are not doing it. I
right now take the phone in hand and call them for
an appointment. I am going to say something like
this: ““You know, Jerry, I have a great interest in dai-
ly devotions or personal worship — and I know you
do too. I want to confess to you that I am a miserable
failure here. But I also want you to know that I am
going to change beginning tomorrow morning. I'll
check with you and report every day for the three
weeks it takes to make this practice a habit. Will you
help me? How are you getting along with your quiet
time or personal worship?’’ Just here you could hear
a recital of very much the same thing you confessed
to them. You could be just here making the dearest
friend you ever had as well as establishing intimacy
with our Lord.

Step Six: We have already talked about repentance
and forgiveness but it is quite another matter to em-
brace to our heart your acceptance of us. If you could
accept a murderer like Saul of Tarsus — an adulterer
like David — a failure like Peter — a weak young
man like John Mark who would not go into the
dangerous territory between Perga and Pisidia — then
you can and will and do accept me! Not once — not
twice or even seventy times seven — but every time I
turn and repent and ask. I know you forbid continu-
ing in sin that grace may abound — and this is NOT
my reason for failure — I do not want to hurt you. 1
love you and yield myself to you. But I want the
security of your arms around me — even when [ have
just returned from the pig pen. Your love will con-
quer my willfulness — but with some of us it takes
one long time. But if your love is not represented by
the waiting father who longs for us and only awaits
our return and welcomes us with open arms we are
hopeless. Hope and tears of joy spill over on my
Father’s robe. I relax in your love.

Step Seven: If you teach me anything you teach me

that 1 live in the body but I am not the body:

Read these words and notice the bold face words:
“For we know that if the earthly tent which is our
house (we are not the house, but the occupant) is
torn down, we have a building from God (we
move from this tent to God’s building), a house
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens”

(I1 Cor. 5:1).

Paul said of this tent — this body:
*“. .. I buffet my body and make it my slave, lest
possibly, after I have preached to others, 1 myself
should be disqualified’” (I Cor. 9:27).



We control our bodies — our bodies need NOT con-
trol us. We can present our bodies as a priest pre-
sented the body of a sacrifice:
*“. . . present your bodies a living sacrifice"’
(Rom. 12:1,2).

Step Eight: All who have followed my teaching pro-
cedure know I believe very strongly in repetition: [
believe it will be enough for steps eight through twelve
to simply restate them in other — but no more words:
“I now go to all persons | know who believe I am in-
volved in personal worship and who do not know I
have not been faithful in this commitment. They
know with me that I could die and go to heaven
without personal worship as spelled out in this book,
but I just do not want to miss the wholeness this per-
sonal worship gives me. 1 confess to them my failure
— but my decision to recommit myself — and ask for
their prayers. This will not be easy but it will help you
like no other step — please do it,

Step Nine: *‘I want to meet with some of the dear
friends (perhaps some of the same people to whom 1
went in step eight) — I want to worship with this
small group — just two or three of us with Jesus in
the midst. I will try to encourage them — myself as
they encourage me. I now reinforce my decision to
call them and make an appointment.”’

Step Ten: *‘I continue to take a fearless personal in-

ventory. Just here I read these most helpful words
from Michael Hall:
Would you like to know the key to emotional
vitality, to feeling highly motivated, to personal
confidence and to a sense of destiny? The key is
realizing that your thoughts directly and solely
create your emotions. Other factors obviously
enter in. Relationships, health, weather — these
and many other factors influence, intensify and
complicate our emotions. People also “‘push our
buttons™ and trigger thought processes. Yet in
spite of all these evocative triggers, ultimately
all of your emotions come from your thoughts.
As you think in your heart — so you are
(Prov. 23:7). (Good News Encounters,
P.O. Box 40222, Grand Junction, CO 81504)"

Step Eleven: “‘1 believe in my heart of hearts that per-
sonal worship is NOT optional. 1 can not and will not
make this intimacy with my Lord a matter of choice,
I have already gone through my Gethsemane. Right
here | regive myself to prayver (Acts 6:6)."

Step Twelve: *“Since 1 have experienced through this
time of personal worship such @ vast improvement —
such a blessed reality — such a peace that does indeed
pass human explanation | must — 1 will share this joy
with others! I will do this each day as I am moved to
do so by yourself."”



10

WEEK ONE
—Sunday—

If the heavens, angels, the heavenly
host, sun, moon, and stars praise him
who are we to do less?

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord from the heavens,
praise him from the heights above. Praise him, all his
angels, praise him, all his heavenly hosts. Praise him,
sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars.
Praise him, you highest heavens and you waters above
the skies” (Psa. 148:1-4). Our Savior taught us to
pray: “‘Your will be done on earth just as your will is
done in heaven.”" The most obvious expression of
your will is praise. Your greatness and goodness
prompt such a response. No one needed to lead the
angelic beings in a song of praise. Their expression
was truly spontaneous! If somehow we could wing
our way through the heavens and view first hand the
planets and stars we would immediately wonder how
great would be the One who created it all!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

How good it would be to be translated into the
presence of the angels and identify with them. You
have created them and placed them in “‘the heights
above.” They need not live by faith — there is no
question about who did what. They live in the realm
of sight. Is this why they cannot be forgiven? How
many angels are there? There is an unnumbered
multitude. There must be billions upon billions of
such heavenly beings. The sun, moon and stars of our
little galaxy must seem insignificant indeed to the
angels. That man should live without praising you ap-
pears strange indeed. No wonder our Lord used
heaven and its host as an example for us! I am full of
unspeakable wonder and praise!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Our sin becomes a monstrous affrontery from the

perspective of the heavenly hosts. It is most difficult to
do more than pause in amazement before you. The
psalmist calls on inanimate objects to develop a voice
and cry out your praise. And, considering the cir-
cumstance such would be but a natural request. Con-
sider the power and beauty all about when one’s view
is in the midst of outer space. What would be the
natural response? If one was taught and believed there
was an intelligent loving Creator behind all he saw
then he would cry out in praise, If he had been rebell-
ing against such a Creator he would cry out in fear.
Dear Lord forgive me.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Crown Him the Lord of life,
Who triumphed o’er the grave,
Who rose victorious in the strife
For those He came to save!

His glories now we sing,

Who died and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring,
And lives that death may die.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

M After Jesus and his disciples arrived in Capernaum,
the collectors of the two-drachma tax came to Peter
and asked, “‘Doesn’t your teacher pay the temple
tax?”’

%4‘Yes, he does,”” he replied.

When Peter came into the house, Jesus was the first
to speak. ‘“What do you think, Simon?"’ he asked.
““From whom do the kings of the earth coliect duty
and taxes — from their own sons or from others?"’
26¢‘From others,’’ Peter answered.”’

““Then the sons are exempt,”’ Jesus said to him.



¥¢‘But so that we may not offend them, go to the
lake and throw out your line. Take the first fish you
catch; open its mouth and you will find a four-
drachma coin. Take it and give it to them for my tax
and yours.”” —Matthew 17:24-27, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Only Matthew records this most interesting incident. I
do want to take hold of the meaning. I wonder why
this record was included by Matthew? It does teach us
a facet of the life of your Son we would not otherwise
have. These men were collecting two days wages from
every Jewish man over twenty years old. This was no
small demand — not every man could immediately
produce such a payment. Why did the tax collectors
ask Peter about the payment from Jesus? The answer
should be obvious: ‘‘he had no place to lay his head;
he was an itinerant preacher who depended totally on
others to feed and clothe him.’" This being so where
would he get two days wages? Our Lord has such a
kind generous attitude toward Peter. Jesus teaches
something far more than obedience to the authorities
in paying taxes.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

We wonder why Peter didn’t say anything to Jesus
when he entered the house in Capernaum? Where had
the encounter with the tax collectors occurred? Was
Peter in downtown Capernaum doing some much
needed shopping for provisions? At whatever juncture
it was not in the presence of our Lord. And yet Jesus
knew what had happened. It must have been a real
shock to Peter! What a revelation of the omniscience
and omnipresence of our Lord! What a renewal of the
deity of Jesus in the heart of Simon! Jesus was the
son of the King of heaven — he need not pay taxes to
his own father: to give no offence he did pay taxes.
But also in such a manner as to indelibly impress his
divinity upon all.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for this record of taxes — it speaks to
all of us who pay them. (2) Thank you for the temple
tax — which was the atonement tax — we are so glad
we need not pay that — he paid it all! (3) Thank you
for Peter’s willingness to defend his Lord in any way
he could. (4) Thank you for the wonderful evidence
of deity seen in this incident. (5) Thank you for the
infinite patience and kindness here expressed by my
Lord. (6) Thank you for the innovative exciting way
our Lord lived and acted in meeting problems and
questions. (7) Thank you for that valuable fish caught
by Peter — it has not lost its value since.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

11
READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and
you will find a four-drachma coin.”” What a
remarkable miracle this is! (1) Jesus anticipated
Peter’s discussion of the temple tax. (2) Jesus iden-
tified himself as the son of the King or as the Son of
God. (3) He did not take offense or want to be offen-
sive to those who did not understand who he was. (4)
The omnipotence of my dear Lord is seen in bringing
the right fish with the right coin in its mouth as the
first fish that Peter would catch. (5) He foretold the
method of paying the temple tax. (6) He was
generous, not critical with Peter. What a wonderful
Lord we serve!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I lift up these requests out of these blessed verses: (1)
I do so need to be able to answer those who make
demands of me on behalf of my Lord — give your
own wisdom in doing this. (2) How difficult it is to
meet unjust demands — ones I know I do not owe —
and yet there is a ““watching world’® — I need your
own patience. (3) Speak to me on the private, per-
sonal level of my problems — give me ears to hear.
(4) Hold before me my birth certificate as your son —
as the brother of my Lord. (5) You have given me cer-
tain marvelous exemptions no stranger could ever
know — ‘“‘no condemnation’ — *‘‘a clean — clear
conscience.”” Remind me once again dear Lord!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Speak to me as you did to Peter: (1) ““What fish have
you caught for me today? (I am speaking of men.)"”
(2) ““I am always thinking of you and how we can
together meet such needs.”” (3) ““Relax — I love you.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Togo — Population 3 million. Point for prayer: Togo
is the least evangelized non-Muslim country in Africa.
For years the door to Protestant missionaries was
open, but the opportunity was lost. Entry for new
missionaries is only practical at present for service
with existing missions.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace!
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WEEK ONE
—Monday—

How comforting it is to know you have
a much larger interest in me than I in
you — I want to worship in thanksgiv-
ing.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“For the Lord waiches over the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked will perish’’ (Psa. 1:6).
Blessed Lord, how well does this verse describe our
whole relationship with you and your basic attitude
toward all men. This verse tells me that you have an
interest in all our lives. We need often to renew our
understanding of this wonderful fact. You have given
us the ability to respond and choose in any given
situation, but this does not negate your involvement
in the very same situation. You are even now taking
a fatherly interest in the plans we make for this day
and every event in it. It would seem that the wicked
bring about their own destruction. It is not outside
your knowledge any more than the way of the
righteous.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I do want to be ‘“the righteous.”’ I cannot in any way
qualify as the one has perfectly obeyed all you

have said, or that I have obeyed in a way superior to
others — or even as well as | want to. My
righteousness must be out of your grace and only in
my intentions. At the same time I do not purpose to
willfully disobey you in anything. I do not have a
desire to sin against you. I claim your interest in my
life because I love you. I am constantly amazed at the
many ways you have of watching over my life. Praise
to you for such a consistent varied interest in one un-
worthy person.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal,

CONFESSION OF SIN

My sin is that I neglect my awareness of your
awareness. If a father is watching over his child and
the child is so involved in his play that he either is

oblivious or neglectful of the presence of the father
both are losing. The father is grieved that what he has
given the child to do has become more important than
the one who gave it. The father can at any time
decide the play is over and interrupt the child and
take him home. The father can participate in the
game and teach the child — albeit without the child’s
knowledge. Dear Lord, I stop even now in the midst
of this little game called life and acknowledge you and
ask your forgiveness and your help in everything I do!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Be not aweary, for labor will cease
Some glad morning;
Turmoil will change into infinite peace,
Some bright morning.
Some bright morning,
Some glad morning,
When the sun is shining in th’eternal sky;
Some bright morning,
Some glad morning,
We shall see the Lord of Harvest,
By and by.
Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and
18 asked, ‘““Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”’
?He called a little child and had him stand among
them. *And he said:
““I tell you the truth, unless you change and become
like little children, you will never enter the kingdom
of heaven. ‘Therefore, whoever humbles himself like
this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
5And whoever welcomes a little child in my name



welcomes me.”” —Matthew 18:1-5, NIV
Read also Mark 9:33-37; Luke 9:46-48.

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

How I do want to read with the eyes of my heart
enlightened every word of these lovely verses! How
did the disciples (apostles) ever get the idea that there
would be anyone who would be great in the kingdom
of heaven? It is easy to blame this on their political
materialistic view of the kingdom — i.e. a restoration
of the kingdom of David and Solomon. But this does
not really answer the question. The answer is found in
their selfish pride. The answer is found in comparing
themselves with themselves. In interpreting their
master’s words to their own advantage. Dear Lord,
from all such attitudes deliver me!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Even as I pray this prayer I know how guilty I am!
Forgive me! 1 see and hear my Lord as he looks
among the crowd for a little child. How old is this
beautiful candidate of heaven? Perhaps five or six
years old. There he is standing wide-eyed in the mid-
dle of the crowd of men. He now moves nearer to our
Lord. As he looks into the faces of some present he
moves even closer to the ineffable kindness he sees in
the face of Jesus. My Lord is about to say something:
it so perfectly matches reality that I want to absorb
every word: “‘I tell you the truth, unless you change
and become like little children, you will never enter
the kingdom of heaven.’’ Dear Lord, you are not ask-
ing something of me I can not do. I hear you again:
“therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for this probing question: ““Who is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” (2) Thank you
that heaven can rule in the hearts of men. (3) Thank
you most of all for the King of heaven who can rule
from the throne of our hearts. (4) Thank you for that
wonderful little child who stood in their midst — I
hope to meet him in the eternal kingdom. (5) Thank
you that we can change. (6) Thank you for the ter-
ribly sobering word: unless you change . . . you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven’’ (here or
hereafter). (7) Thank you for the tremendous promise
associated with welcoming little children.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““, . . whoever welcomes a little child like this in my
name welcomes me.”" What a blessing is here prom-
ised! We can claim this promise just as if we were
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standing there in his presence. There is something
about a little child that is very attractive. But one
must take time to find this out. It is not immediately
apparent. At first contact we might see very little to
admire in the actions and attitudes of children. An
open heartedness is what every child looks for in
adults — and seldom finds. How can we see Jesus in
a little child? Look more closely — you will find him!
(1) The wholeheartedness of the child’s actions is the
attitude of my Lord. (2) The total trusting reliance
upon those who love him — how much like our Lord.
(3) The quickness to forgive and forget is just like
Jesus. How I do want to pause long and listen the
next time I talk with Jesus through a little child.

Pause — wait — think — rhen express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I am truly prepared to lift up petitions to you: (1)
Keep me more aware than ever that “‘the kingdom of
heaven'’ is simply your role in the hearts of men. (2)
How I do need to redefine greatness — help me just
now. (3) I do want the kindness of my Lord that at-
tracted little children. (4) I do want to be “‘converted’’
all over again. (5) Just now, can I enter into your rule
in my heart? (6) I can — I will humble myself — it is
not waiting for you to do it — the job is mine.

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

You have been speaking to me throughout this text —
continue to do so! (1) ““Your humility is measured by
your concern about your own sins.”’ (2) ““Whoever
receives — as I have received — a little child receives
me.”’ (3) “‘Every generous self-forgetful act opens
your life to understanding me more fully.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Tonga — Population 108,000. Points for prayer: (1)
The Tongan church has had a glorious history of mis-
sionary outreach. Pray that the vision may be
restored. (2) The last century has been one of spiritual
decline, bitter schisms within the Methodist groups,
and the rapid growth of Mormons to almost a quarter
of the population. Oh, for revival!

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

This is the day the Lord has made;
He calls the hours His own.
Let heav’n rejoice, let earth be glad,
and praise surround the throne.
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WEEK ONE
—Tuesday—

If “‘a day”’ is a thousand years “‘a mo-
ment’’ is much more than a lifetime.
What a great King we have to worship.
Obeisence is all together appropriate.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and you be destroyed
in your way, for his wrath can flare up in a moment.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him*’ (Psa. 2:12).
We hesitate and procrastinate when we read of your
anger or wrath or judgment. We do not like to face
into these realities. But, dear Lord, they are there.
The obeisance suggested here is altogether fitting. You
are the King, we are the subjects. You are the
Creator, we are the created. You are the Potter, we
are the clay. It is the best part of wisdom to kneel
before him today and kiss his hand — or feet lest we
wait until the judgment day and do this to our eternal
shame. Dear Lord, I welcome the opportunity to
escape my own destruction.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

This verse identifies the source of real responsibility.
The kings and rulers of the earth are warned to
“‘serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with
trembling.”” I serve you with awe and reverence, I
rejoice in a full knowledge of your judgment — my
rejoicing is out of your grace and because of your
mercy. It will be because of my ignorant willfulness
that I am destroyed. It will be in my way that I find
destruction. What will seem one day to be but a
capricious move of fate was really the long smoldering
fires of my stubborn willfulness that were ignited by
the events of the moment. How often is a lifetime of
effort “‘lost in a moment’’! Ah, it is but the culmina-
tion of a multitude of moments. Right now I want to
take refuge in you and stay there!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Most of the above is a confession, but it is easy to ex-

tend such. When we live in such ease and comfort it is
very easy to forget where we are. I am living under an
absolute monarchy — i.e. the rule of a King with
total authority. In reality I live under a theocracy
because the King is yourself! If I never read your in-
structions — if I never contact your throne room how
can I imagine you are pleased with me? If I use up all
your resources and never replenish them what will you
say to me? If 1 use all you have given me as if I had
created it myself will there be no day when the king
returns to claim his goods? Dear Lord, I want to be
your most loyal subject! I am candidly afraid not to
be. I do indeed want to ‘‘kiss the Son . . . lest I be
destroyed in my own way.”’

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

I shall see the King

Where the angels sing,

I shall see the King some day,
In the better land,

On the golden strand,

And with Him shall ever stay.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

6¢‘But if anyone causes one of these litte ones who
believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to
have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be
drowned in the depths of the sea. "Woe to the world
because of the things that cause people to sin! Such
things must come, but woe to the man through whom
they come! ®If your hand or your foot causes you to
sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you
to enter life maimed or crippled than to have two
hands or two feet and be thrown into eternal fire.
’And if your eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and



throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with
one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into the
fire of hell.”" —Matthew 18:6-9, NIV

Read also Mark 9:42.

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Jesus transfers the principle of his comment from the
child in their midst to the child of God. It helps me
much to remember these gospels were written after the
church was started on Pentecost. I must read these ac-
counts aware of this fact. The tender thoughtful treat-
ment we should give to little children is now related to
our attitude with new Christians. The term “stum-
bling’” or “‘stumble’ does not appear in the NIV. I
feel this is unfortunate because this translation does
not indicate the cause or method involved in causing
these little ones to sin. The term stumbling suggesting
a trap or bait in a trap speaks to our conscience. All
things are lawful but not all things are expedient and
when my expediency leads some new Christian to sin I
am in a dangerous position.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

I have never read a more severe word from my Lord
than this one. I am shocked that he speaks in such
strong words: *“. . . it would be better for him to have
a large millstone hung around his neck and be
drowned in the depths of the sea.”” Can you see (with
me) a group of men in a boat, possibly only one or
two along with the culprit, because in the boat is also
a large millstone such as was pulled by a mule in the
grinding of grain for flour. Fastened in the center of
this heavy stone is the head of the offender. Having
rowed to a deep place in the lake the stone and the
offender are pushed over the side of the boat. With a
splash and a gurgle the stone and the man sink to the
bottom! Oh my soul — do you really hear his words?

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you my Savior knew all of us start out as
““little ones.”” (2) Thank you that my Lord knows
much of ““the little ones’’ remain in us all our lives.
(3) Thank you we are made responsible for our sin
AND for the sinning of others. (4) Thank you for the
creative imaginative method my Lord used to describe
punishment. (5) Thank you for the tremendous value
my Lord placed on *“‘follow up’” for new Christians.
(6) Thank you for both the realism and the idealism
of Jesus. (7) Thank you for the tender thoughtfulness
running through every word of this verse.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“Woe to the world because of the things that cause
people to sin!”’ Our Lord wants us to know that this
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general principle has general application. All traps are
set by someone. There are three basic models with an
infinite number of variations. (1) The traps of the
flesh. Men set these traps and bait them. These catch
men and women through the desires of sex and food.
Obesity and illicit sex are two of the largest problems
in America — or among the ‘‘have’’ nations. (2) The
traps of the eyes. Men set these traps and bait them
with things. Bankruptcy and stealing are at an all time
high in our land. (3) The traps of status are set by
men. How many terribly frustrated hurt people do we
have who have been caught by this bait. What a
monstrous “‘woe’’ must be leveled at Americal

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

Am I really ready to receive these verses with the
meekness necessary? (1) May I see a ‘“‘little child”’ in
every forty - fifty year old convert and treat them ac-
cordingly. (2) Show me again the deadly danger of
“‘stumbling’’ — stumbling into hell is what he means
— do you year it oh my soul? (3) Could my Lord have
described a more drastic action than the punishment
here — do you accept it with the impact intended? (4)
Oh, that I might feel the sorrow — the ‘““woe’’ of my
Lord concerning “‘stumbling blocks.” Help me.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

This is such a vital text — such a needy part of my
life — speak to me: (1) ““Cut off your hand rather
than use it to hinder one new Christian.”” (2) “There
is no /ife in criticism and sarcasm.”’ (3) “You can use
your eyes for me or I wouldn’t have given then to
you.”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Trinidad and Tobago — Population 1,252,000, Point
for prayer: The East Indians are the largest non-
Christian community in the Carribean, and present
the greatest challenge. Traditional standards and
strong East Indian links are loosening. Pray for a
turning to the Lord Jesus. About 14% of all East In-
dians are now, at least nominally, Christian.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Abide with me: fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens: Lord, with me abide!
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee,

Help of the helpless, O abide with me!
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WEEK ONE
—Wednesday—

Satan has no arrows that can penetrate
“the shield of faith’” — it is because
you are the fact behind my faith. Praise
your name forever!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

““But you are a shield around me, O Lord, my
Glorious One, who lifts up my head. To the Lord I
cry aloud, and he answers me from his holy hill”’
(Psa. 3:3,4). The symbol of a shield can refer to the
large shield carried by the armor bearer. What a
startling thought! You are my armor bearer! Or to a
whole series of soldiers stationed in a wall of protec-
tion. Once again the figure so well fits the fact. Your
angels are encamped around each of your saints even
at this moment. How I like this little phrase ““my
Glorious One, . . .”" Your protection and deliverance
are not ‘‘by the skin of my teeth’’ — but in a power-
ful heavenly triumph. Praise your glorious name!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
Yyour own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I am not minimizing the battle or the weakness of my
defense, Indeed, indeed I cry in the center of the bat-
tle — I am beleaguered beyond belief — I must have
help! I cry aloud. What an answer comes! From his
eternal citadel on the high hill of glory he answers me
— a troup of ten thousand angels sweep to my
defense. I can see the Lord of hosts leading this
heavenly army with his bright sword drawn against
the foe. How I praise you for this promise of com-
plete defense. In personal hand to hand combat 1
have someone between me and the enemy — even
yourself — oh, thank you! In the larger fight with the
spiritual hosts of wickedness there is a wall of defense
set up and ready for my call for help. How could 1
ever thank you?

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Somehow I have been deceived into believing that
whatever victories are won are mine — (and they are

in a sense — but they are for me not gf me). I
become willing to engage the enemy personally — I
never, never win! How I do want this clear picture of
heavenly intervention to be indelibly pressed into my
memory. It is on/y when I place you between me and
the enemy that I can be delivered. The subtle fact that
all of this seems to be my effort causes me often to
ignore the trusting confidence 1 must have in your
presence and help. Forgive me. I read again those
familiar words: ‘“Work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling, for it is God (even yourself) who
works in you to will and to act according to his good
purpose’” (Philippians 2:12b,13).

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

True-hearted, whole-hearted, faithful and loyal,
King of our lives, by Thy grace we will be;
Under the standard exalted and royal,

Strong in Thy strength we will battle for Thee.
Peal out the watchword! silence it never!

Song of our spirits, rejoicing and free;

Peal out the watchword! loyal forever,

King of our lives, by Thy grace we will be.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

Q¢If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is bet-
ter for you to enter life maimed than with two hands
to go into hell, where the fire never goes out. “And if
your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for
vou to enter life crippled, than to have two feet and
be thrown into hell. ?And if your eye causes you to
sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the
kingdom of God with one eye, than to have two eyes
and be thrown into hell, *where

‘their worm does not die,



and the fire is not put out.’

“Everyone will be salted with fire.

50¢¢Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can
you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and
be at peace with each other.” —Mark 9:43-50, NIV
Read also Matthew 18:7-9.

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

These are hard words, who can hear them or receive
them? We can! 1f we do not a terrible fate awaits us.
Our Lord discusses “‘the hand’’ because it represents
all we do. He talks about the foot because it
represents everywhere we go. He mentions the eye
because it represents all we examine or think. If we
are going to cause others to sin it will be in one of
these areas. If we are as severe with ourselves as our
Lord recommends we will develop the capacity we can
and will transfer to our example before others. Dear
Lord, I do want to receive these words with meekness
— they can save my whole life!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

What do I do that causes me to sin? i.e. what do 1 do
that becomes an occasion for the evil one? How am I
giving the devil an advantage? This would include
most of all that I say. All I do and all I am is in-
separably associated with what I say. How much more
thoughtful must be my words! “Let every man (begin-
ning with this one) be swift to hear and slow to
speak.”” I must take drastic action here. I will! Where
do I go that easily leads me into an overbearing temp-
tation? I know I cannot attend the average (7?) movie
theater without sinning. I must cut off such a place. I
cannot go to some social functions — even those con-
ducted by church members — without sinning, and
leading others to sin. I amputate such places. Through
the eye gate comes the greatest of temptations. I have
the sharp sword poised!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the intensive personalness of these
verses. (2) Thank you for the strong warning —
repeated over and over. (3) Thank you for the open
option — we choose what causes us to sin. (4) Thank
you for the repeated promise of /ife. (5) Thank you
that what someone else would think of as “‘a cripple”
is more whole and strong than those who mock. (6)
Thank you for the shocking words of Mark 9:48,49
— I read them again even now. (7) Dear Lord I want
to be salted with your fire not Satan’s — thank you
that I can choose.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you
make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at
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peace with each other.” This passage has posed prob-
lems of understanding for a long time. The salt here is
equated with “fire.”” The simple principle of preserv-
ing meat is back of all these words. If we respond to
the fire of severe self discipline and are willing to pre-
sent our bodies a living sacrifice we will be preserved
to eternal life. If on the other hand we reject and
refuse to remove those things in our life that cause
ourselves and others to sin the very refusal becomes a
salt that will turn into eternal punishment —
everlasting fire. If we lose sight of the purpose of
discipline we have lost our saltiness and life has lost
its meaning. Yea, we have lost our very selves.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or rthanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

It is good to review — to repeat via Mark what you
have already said to us via Matthew, I lift up these
personal requests: (1) All I do — everywhere I go
becomes open to you — and you are with me — in
me — ahead of me — behind me — keep these com-
forting thoughts before me — if 1 was not saved by
your grace, there would be no comfort in them. (2)
Most of all help my use of “‘the eye’” — or “‘the
mind’’ — bring my thoughts into your captivity! (3)
Stop me in my impetuousness — to act — to go — to
speak, (4) I need the humility only you can give to
receive discipline as you give it!

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I pause here as aware that just here — just now
something cataclysmic can happen — speak to me: (1)
“To lose sight of my purpose in discipline is to burn
yourself up.”’ (2) ‘Do you want the pain of discipline
or the pain of hell?’” (3) *‘I love you —
THEREFORE I chasten you — you are no
exception.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Tunisia — Population 7,156,000. Point for prayer: In
early centuries the Christian Church was strong.
Schism, heresy, foreign invasions and finally Islam
brought about its demise. There are only about 50 in-
digenous evangelical believers today. Pray that a liv-
ing, growing Church might become a reality again in
this land.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

We praise Thee, O God,
For the Son of Thy love,

For Jesus who died and is now gone above.
Hallelujah! Thine the glory;
Hallelujah! Amen!

Hallelujah! Thine the glory;

Revive us again.
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WEEK ONE
—Thursday—

Let us even now worship the One who
gives complete deliverance. I accept
such deliverance in the closer of prayer.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“From the Lord comes deliverance. May your bless-
ings be on your people’’ (Psa. 3:8). How eternally
and universally true is this promise. Deliverance from
any problem or deliverance in the midst of the prob-
lem surely does not come from any other source. 1
want to express my praise for your deliverance in
three of the basic needs of man: (1) Deliverance from
guilt. Man is incurably guilt conscious. He can deny it
or ignore it or argue about it, but only you can
deliver him from it. Praise your name for the blood
and righteousness of my Lord by which I am
delivered from guilt! (2) Deliverance from uselessness.
How meaningless and empty does all of life appear
without you! How wonderfully good it is to know
that investment in lives of men and women on your
behalf is an investment that multiplies and lasts
forever!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
Your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I am simply delighted to praise you for deliverance!
(3) Deliverance from fear. Life is indeed at the best
very uncertain. There is no fear we can raise on our
horizon but what you can remove by your word.
Death is but a door to life. Suffering is a means of
character development. Loss can be gain — All these
words could be but empty cliches if we didn’t have
centuries of testimony behind them and your eternal
word to promise them. I want to add my praise for
one other deliverance. (4) Deliverance from the conti-
nuance in sin. I shall never be free from sin this side
of your eternal presence, but I can be delivered from
a record of failure. It is not of myself — but of your
grace and power that such is true.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

I am not reversing myself when I say that in each of
the four above areas | need deliverance; in each of the
above areas I sin. The dichotomy of your deliverance
is that T always need it. (1) Yes, I am delivered from
guilt — but I continue to need such deliverance for I
continue to sin. I lean so heavily upon your grace —
but I shout “glory” for your cleansing. (2) I do in-
deed feel a sense of value in all I do — at the same
time I am involved in worse than useless pursuits —
forgive me. (3) I can face life and all it offers
unafraid — but there are times when I am lost by
looking at the “‘near at hand’’ and forget to raise my
eyes to the One from whom my deliverance comes.
Help me! (4) I can be glad that I can see real growth
in overcoming sin — but I continue to need your
forgiveness for my unbelievable pride — cleanse me!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

"Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus,

Just to take Him at His word,

Just to rest upon His promise,

Just to know, “Thus saith the Lord.”
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him!

How I've proved Him o’er and o’er!
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus!

O for grace to trust Him more!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

10¢¢Gee that you do not look down on one of these lit-
tle ones. For 1 tell you that their angels always see the
face of my Father in heaven.

12¢‘What do you think? If a man owns a hundred
sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not
leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for



the one that wandered off? “And if he finds it, I tell
you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than
about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. “In the
same way your Father in heaven is not willing that
any of these little ones should be lost.”

—Matthew 18:10-14, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

I am overwhelmed with the profusion of thought
those verses bring before me! 1 do want to apply these
words to my circumstance — to my life. Who are
“the little ones”’ in my experience? It surely could be
some of the students to whom I minister. Many of
them are new converts and become therefore the very
ones to whom you refer. By reason of age many
students are ‘‘little ones’’ — i,e. much younger than
myself. Why should I ever be tempted to “‘look
down’’ on one of them? There are several cir-
cumstances to answer such a question. Dear Lord, I
want to hear your words with my inmost being. You
have angels assigned to their welfare — you have a
personal investment and interest in them — can I then
in any way look down on them? God forbid!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

The parable of the one lost sheep was told for the
benefit of the proud self-righteous Pharisees at a dif-
ferent time and place. The same parable is here ap-
plied to the apostles. Lest I imagine the pungent
meaning of the parable only refers to the religious
hypocrites — dear Lord, open my eyes and ears to see
myself in these words! How much concern does God
have over lost sheep? He will go to any length
necessary to find the sheep — to save the sheep — to
heal the hurt. He demonstrated this in the actions of
himself through his Son. How guarded must be my
conduct and words lest 1 cause one of the new con-
verts to sin and be lost. There is no need of saying
‘“‘he is responsible for his own actions** — [ roo am
responsible.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the constant reminder of the value
you place on one human life. (2) Thank you for the
clear acceptance of the existence and ministry of
angels by my Lord. (3) Thank you that each of us
have angels assigned to us (Heb. 1:14). (4) Thank you
that angels are in constant contact with you as well as
us. (5) Thank you that God knows and understands
we are as dumb as sheep. (6) Thank you that God
does not wait to place blame on the lostness of the
sheep. (7) Thank you that Jesus plainly told us he
would take priority interest in the lostness of man —
can I do less?

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!
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READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing
that any of these little ones should be lost.”” What a
loving tender concept. When we consider the context
of the first century culture out of which these words
were spoken we are all the more amazed. Of course
this really comes from the heart of God himself
through the lips of his Son. To what a wonderful ex-
tent God went that no one should be lost — but
multitudes are. The reason is because there are so
many that do not share his concern. It would be easy
to blame those who cause others to sin. It is my
honest conviction after having spoken to many people
in other parts of the world that these little ones are
lost because we really do not care. God forgive us!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I do want to make these requests just as practical as
the text itself: (1) If it were not possible to *‘despise”’
or “look down' — discount the sincerity or value of
these new converts you would never have said these
words — awaken my conscience! Speak to me! (2) If
new converts have special messengers assigned to
them, who are we to treat them in any way but very
special — I want to do just that — help me. (3) How
much did the Good Shepherd give to save the sheep?
Is he an example for me? Ah, yes, yes — but guard
my mouth as I say “‘yes’’ too easily!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

These verses seem especially designed to divide “‘the
thoughts and interests’’ of my heart. Continue to
reach my conscience: (1) ““Do you really accept the
fact that only one out of a hundred is really aware of
his lost condition?”’ (2) “Where are the lost sheep you
are seeking today?”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Turkey — Population 51,420,000. Point for prayer:
Turkey is the largest unreached country in the world.
Ironically, Paul, the first great missionary to the Gen-
tile world, came from Tarsus, and much of his carly
ministry was in what is now Turkey. Fifty million
completely unevangelized people need to hear the
gospel somehow and soon.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

All creatures of our God and King,
Lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam!
O praise Him, O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia!
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WEEK ONE
—Friday—

Relief — victory — comfort is on the
way! You hear and answer prayer. I am
glad to worship you! I do so right here
— right now!
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PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Answer me when I call to you, O my righteous God.
Give me relief from my distress; be merciful to me
and hear my prayver’’ (Psa. 4:1). Such an all-
encompassing verse! So many of your attributes are
seen here. (1) You are interested in all of my needs.
(2) You are able to hear and do something about what
you hear. (3) What you do will be perfectly right. It is
such a comfort to know that 1 worship Someone who
never makes a mistake. I am speaking to Someone
who sympathetically understands my need. (4) Relief
is on its way. It may not be the relief for which I
asked — but action is taken and just what I need is
on the way! Praise your name!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I have once again spoken on behalf of all. What hap-
pens to me in this relationship happens to all. (5) It
will be out of your mercy my request is granted.
There is much comfort to the very depths of my spirit
to know you hear and answer me. [ can lift up my
voice — or inscribe on paper these words and you
hear them — you see them — you are much more
alive than I am. My sensibilities are dulled by overuse.
I fail to remember the most obvious of expressions.
But you have no such hindrances (and one day, praise
your name, | will not). Just for today I am full of
wonder and awe that I can actually talk to the
Creator of all who is my Father! ‘‘Be merciful to me
and hear my prayer.”’

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

I do have at times severe distress. I seek relief. I yield
up my inadequacies to you. I confess as freely as I
know how all my sins. There is nothing 1 can or want

to hide from you. If I waited until I achieved a par-
ticular status or standing before you I would have
given up on my worship to you long ago! At the same
time I know you want me to mature — and [ want to.
Therefore I come to ask your forgiveness that I might
begin this day with a fresh, clean, whole page. It is
“‘relief”” we seek most. What a joy it is to be able to
begin all over each day — yea, several times during
the day! How delightful it is to cast myself upon your
mercy! Praise your name!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Jesus, Rose of Sharon, bloom within my heart;
Beauties of Thy truth and holiness impart,
That where’er I go my life may shed abroad
Fragrance of the knowledge of the love of God.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

3#¢“Teacher,”’ said John, ‘“‘we saw a man driving out
demons in your name and we told him to stop,
because he was not one of us."”

¥¢Do not stop him,”” Jesus said. ‘‘No one who does
a miracle in my name can in the next moment say
anything bad about me, ““for whoever is not against
us is for us. “'1 tell you the truth, anyone who gives
you a cup of water in my name because you belong to
Christ will certainly not lose his reward." —Mark
9:38-41, NIV

#¢‘Master,”’ said John, ‘‘we saw a man driving out
demons in your name and we tried to stop him,
because he is not one of us.”

50Do not stop him,’’ Jesus said, ‘‘for whoever is not
against you is for you.”" —Luke 9:49,50, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

What a practical text this is for me today. How easy



it is to set ourselves up as the criteria for judgment.
Apparently John heard the little phrase of verse 37
“in my name’’ and remembered someone else who
used these words “‘in the name of Jesus.’’ There have
been attempts of identifying this man as one of the
seventy. But it is difficult to say why he did not so
identify himself — and if he had the apostles would
not have tried to stop his exorcism. The simple fact of
the matter is we do not know who this man was.
Because they did not know him they were negative
toward him. Dear Lord, deliver me from such an at-
titude.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Evidently demon possession was very prominent in the
days of our Lord. People needed relief from demons
more than almost any other malady, i.e. considering
the record. This unnamed disciple had the right at-
titude and purpose in casting out demons, i.e. in con-
trast to the seven sons of Sceva (Acts 19:13-19). Jesus
did not deny the miracle, indeed he affirmed it, nor
did our Lord place a prohibition on such an action.
How wonderfully understanding and kind my Lord
was to use the little/big word “‘us’” — i.e.

. . . whoever is not against us is for us.”’ It is a real
comfort to me to know from these words that

any kindnesses | have received, and many times have
not appreciated fully, will not go unrewarded.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for John’s sincere concern for what
would please and represent his Lord. (2) Thank you
for John’s willingness to share with his Lord. (3)
Thank you for the unusual power in “‘the name’’ or
authority of Jesus. (4) Thank you that our enemy
knows of the power of your Son. (5) Thank you for
Jesus® willingness to share in his fumbling disciples’
work as he used the pronoun *‘us’” — not “‘me.”” (6)
Thank you for big rewards for such small service —
so many of us have no more than this cup of water.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

(3

. . anyone who gives you a cup of water in my
name because you belong to Christ will certainly not
lose his reward.’’ There is so much in this one verse.
(1) **. . . a cup of cold water in my name. . ..”" The
drink was given by the authority or for the honor of
Jesus. Because Jesus commanded love and set the ex-
ample, compassion is shown to those in need. (2)
*“Because you belong to Christ. . . ."" Is this the same
thought as above? No, the first thought has to do
with authority; the second with ownership. They are
interrelated. Our God works — a/l good works are a
result of whose we are. (3) There is not one good deed
done that will not be remembered and rewarded. This
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is such a source of comfort. This thought gives a
balance to life nothing else can.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I am living in the midst of those who set themselves
up as the purveyors of “‘the truth”. “‘Agree with me
or go to hell”’ seems to be the motto! How incredibly
sad this is. Please answer these requests: (1) Just now
open my eyes to your preeminence — You speak to
everyone else in the same way you speak to me, i.e.
through you word — am 1 the only sincere person on
earth? (2) Are all other believers except me and those
who agree with me against you? (3) Please, please —
show me 500 cups of cold water given by men I do
not even know.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

This is one sharp, poignant passage — I am listening
— speak to me! (1) “‘Are you aware of the power of
the evil one? — demons are NOT dead.” (2) “Why
not let me be the judge? You are only a very fallible
lawyer.”’ (3) ‘I love everyone — and everyone I love
is limited in their understanding — how is your
love?”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Turkey — Point for prayer: Islamic fundamentalists
are applying strong pressure on the authorities to take
a harder, and unconstitutional line against believers to
hinder witnessing and Christian outreach. Pray that
both the courts and state may uphold the laws pro-
tecting religious freedom.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Come, ye that love the Lord,
And let your joys be known;
Join in a song with sweet accord,
And thus surround the throne,
And thus surround the throne.
We're marching to Zion,
Beautiful, beautiful Zion;
We're marching upward to Zion,
The beautiful city of God.

Let those refuse to sing
Who never knew our God;
But children of the heav’nly King,
But children of the heav’nly King,
May speak their joys abroad,
May speak their joys abroad.
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WEEK ONE
—Saturday—

If I am not joyful it is not your fault.
You have the capacity to bring joy into
every situation. I bow before you in
eager anticipation of what you will do.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“You have filled my heart with greater joy than when
their grain and new wine abound. I will lie down and
sleep in peace, for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell
in safety’’ (Psa. 4:7,8). I need to remind myself over
and over just what connotation to place on the word
“‘heart.’’ I know you are referring to the entire inner
person. When I think your thoughts, will your will, I
will feel your emotions and my conscience will ap-
prove of such a relationship. Dear Lord, I must
cultivate such a capacity even as the field is cultivated
for the grain and wine. I want to and I will. As one
lies down after a good meal so rest and peace and
renewed strength are a natural result of filling my
heart with yourself.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I want to make personal practical application of these
verses to my heart so even now | can lift my voice in
praise. 1 turn to your word to engage my mind in the
understanding of what you say: ‘‘Therefore, prepare
your minds for action; be self controlled; set your
hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus
Christ is revealed’’ (I Peter 1:13). Since I believe every
word I put my will into the thoughts expressed. I can
be, I will be self-controlled — I will turn the control
of myself over to you. I hold the hope here promised
before everything else. I expect his return roday! I
also expect grace and not justice when he comes! I am
excited! The more that I think and will to believe
these words, the more emotionally involved I am.
Praise your glorious name.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

It is a sad confession: when the fields lie fallow —

when the seed has never been planted. The granaries
are not full; the fruit of the vine is not here. Joy is not
present. There is only one person for it all. If I am
not willing to give you the time and energy there is no
way you can fill my heart with joy. In exact ratio to
the time and energy I give to your word and yourself
and your Son through the word, I have joy — or no
joy. How sad to be poor when I could be so rich!
Forgive me for my own impoverishment. Dear Lord, I
realize that any other attitude is dangerous — my
eternal safety is at stake. Help me.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Earthly pleasures vainly call me;

I would be like Jesus;

Nothing worldly shall enthrall me;
I would be like Jesus.

Be like Jesus, this my song,

In the home and in the throng;

Be like Jesus, all day long!

I would be like Jesus.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

15¢If your brother sins against you, go and show him
his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to
you, you have won your brother over. '“But if he will
not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every
matter may be established by the testimony of two or
three witnesses.” If he refuses to listen to them, tell it
to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the
church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax col-
lector. —Matthew 18:15-17, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM
These words speak to all of us. If both the offender



and the offended were Christians there would never
be a time when reconciliation was not possible. Both
persons would be looking for it. The initiative for set-
tling a dispute is with the offended. If you hurt go to
the one who has caused the hurt. If you are the
wronged then you are responsible to the one who
wronged you. Dear Lord, I am reading this for
myself! When I arrive in the presence of the offender
I must be candid enough to show my brother just how
he has offended me. This surely presupposes I have
the right attitude and information. Dear Father, help
me!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

How often is the cause of division just because we did
not care enough to go to our brother who had offend-
ed us! It goes without saying in this context that if we
go without love we accomplish nothing. Dear Lord, I
speak this into my own heart! What will the one or
two witnesses do? Will they be able to look objective-
ly upon this disagreement and help both of us to see it
in a new light? Hopefully, prayerfully this would be
true. One thing becomes increasingly clear: you do
not want disagreements unsettled among your
Jollowers. 1t is also very obvious that guilt was clearly
established somewhere in this whole encounter. If it
was not established in the first meeting it was in the
second or third. A refusal to be reconciled is the
ultimate sin.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that our Lord clearly recognized the
brothers would not be sinless. (2) Thank you that you
asked us to discuss our problem with the one who
caused it — not everyone else. (3) Thank you that the
purpose of the discussion is to win back brotherly
relationships. (4) Thank you for the possibility stated
that he might not listen or heed what is said. (5)
Thank you for two witnesses by which and through
which every decision could be settled. (6) Thank you
that the decision is made and told by the witnesses.
(7) Thank you for this wonderful provision for main-
taining the spirit of unity in the bond of peace.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the

church. . . ."”” Our Lord envisioned the church as a
family! The whole called out body would have an in-
terest in and would understand the problems of each
member. Why didn’t Jesus say: ““tell it to the elders™?
Perhaps that is implicit in what he said. Or more like-
ly: the words stand as they were given. Our Lord
believed it is possible to become so full of love and
concern for one another that one man’s problem is
every man’s problem. Another wonderful fact is that

23

the church would accept the testimony and would
carry through with the discipline. What an example
for present day assemblies!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

If ever there was a time and place where I needed
prayer it is here. 1 lift up these petitions to you: (1) It
is indeed inevitable that offenses will come — keep
me aware of my brotherly association — it is so easy
to lose such a relationship. (2) I need the wisdom
from above — ‘“‘whole,”" “‘peacable,” “‘gentle,”
“‘easy to be entreated.’’ Dear Lord I ask in faith for
such help from you. (3) Who shall I take as
witnesses? Lead me to the very ones you want. (4)
Our personal problems are not to be dragged before
the courts of unbelievers — love from yourself in our
hearts is the on/y solution. Help us dear Lord!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Speak to me about this most practical text: (1) ““The
congregation must agree that the specific charge is
really wrong — a real sin.”’ (2) ‘““No protective cover
for rebels must be left”” (I Tim. 5:19-22). (3) ““All
problems do have a solution. Please believe me."

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Turkey — Point for prayer: The Christian Church as
a whole is in decline, largely because of heavy emigra-
tion, but the number converted out of Islam is rising.
Most Christians are nominal, introspective and are
not evangelizing. The majority live in Istanbul. There
are only about 700 known evangelical believers in the
country, most of these being non-Turkish. Pray for a
renewing work of the Spirit in Orthodox Catholic and
the small Protestant groups. Some outstanding Chris-
tian leaders have come from these groups.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!
God over all, and blest eternally.

Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore Thee
Casting down their golden crowns
around the crystal sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,
Who wast, and art, and evermore shall be.
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WEEK TWO
—Sunday—

What solid encouragement it is to know
my cry is heard — my requests are
answered — not always in a way to
please me — after all you are the King.
I am your subject.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Listen to my cry for help, my King and my God, for
to you I pray. Morning by morning, O Lord, you
hear my voice, morning by morning I lay my requests
before you and wait in expectation’’ (Psa. 5:2,3). It is
more than good to come to you in praise and adora-
tion. It would seem each morning is a cry for help.
But before such a cry is one of wonder and joy for
your very self: I gladly own you as my King and my
God. It is true that I have found the morning season
the very best part of the day to approach your throne
of grace. I lay before you the failures and needs of
my life. [ want to imagine that all men could and
should lay their requests before you and wait in ex-
pectation for your answer. Thank you for being a
sympathetic God.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I simply seem to be unable to separate myself from
others. I want to first of all praise you for your own
dear Self — but I immediately become involved. Just
here I do want to personally cry for help in expressing
my love for you. I allow my own human weakness to
hinder the expression of your love and joy. Please
forgive me and help me in my desire. Dear Lord, I do
purpose that ““morning by morning”’ you will indeed
hear my voice — i.e. in this written form. How deep
down comforting it is to wait in expectation for your
answers to my prayers, 1 have had so many obvious
answers to prayer that these words take on life for
me. Praise your name!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

I am so ashamed that [ wait until the morning to lift
my cry for help. You are the King and the One who

hears and answers during the whole day. Forgive me
for my complaints and gripes such belies my trust in
you. Such an attitude is a confession of my need. I
lift up my heart in a cry for help, my King and my
God. Blessed Father, I so sorely need a deeper degree
of expectation in my requests to you. Most of all I
want the capacity to wait in confident anticipation. I
do not wait very well in any area of life. A degree of
pride is behind such impatience — please forgive me!
I am glad for your forgiveness and a fresh beginning.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Savior, Thy dying love

Thou gavest me;

Nor should I ought withhold,
Dear Lord, from Thee:

In love my soul would bow,
My heart fulfill its vow,

Some off’ring bring Thee now,
Something for Thee.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

184 tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.

¢ Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree
about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by
my Father in heaven. **For where two or three come
together in my name, there am I with them.” —Mat-
thew 18:18-20, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

This is one awesome text! I believe my Lord as the
King of the Kingdom; as the head of his body the
church here speaks in the most authoritative manner



possible. How I do want to hear him! It is to his
twelve apostles these words are addressed — even as
the same words (in thought) were addressed to Peter
(16:18,19) earlier. At the same time there is a vital
principle present for our learning. When we know
what his apostles and prophets said and claim such
words as your truth you will honor our faith. How I
need to repeat what you have said through these men
and claim the binding and loosing power! Indeed this
is the privilege of the whole local assembly.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

What tremendous faith-stretching promises are made
just here! 1 want to claim these words in my own life
and work. There are certainly areas of my daily living
upon which I need your restraints. I want to be very
specific. There are also many places that need to be
turned loose! The detonation cap on this explosive
power is your word! When I have a clear *‘thus saith
yourself’’ I can and will claim such a wonderful pro-
mise. There are so many ways I want Satan bound;
there are so many places | want your power and bles-
sing released. 1 am excited bout making immediate ap-
plication of this word to my life.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the strong assurance given to us in
the words: “‘I tell you the truth.” (2) Thank you that
our acceptance of your words is your acceptance of
our action. (3) Thank you we can bind Satan’s ac-
tivities to the promises you have made in your word
— we are powerless here because we have not claimed
this promise! (4) Thank you that I can be loosed from
so many things that have formerly bound me! Praise
the Lord. (5) Thank you for the power of agreement
of two or three. What an incredible promise: *‘. . . it
will be done for you by my Father in heaven."” (6)
Thank you that the integrity of my Lord makes this
promise altogether credible. (7) Thank you for your
special promise of presence with the assembly of even
two or three gathered together under your authority.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““For where two or three come together in my name,
there am I with you.’’ How good it is to claim such a
promise. The world of the Spirit is the real world.
When we meet to pray or to study, or to plan a
strategy for the Kingdom, the King is present. We
meet under his authority and to honor him. We can-
not know if we have his approval unless and until we
open his word and read it. We can practice our sense
of his presence — and we should. But if we are going
to have a word from him on what we should do it will
be found in the pages of his word. I sense your
presence right now and I rejoice that this is true — but
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I claim the promise that your word gives me all things
that relate to this life and the life to come.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

In the presence of this text 1 do so need your own
help! (1) There are actions and attitudes 7 want
stopped! I do not like them — they are harmful and
irritating — show me the very persons I should share
with in binding them. (2) There are areas and at-
titudes that have been shut up to any word from you
— I ask for your release in these circumstances! (3)
Are these prerogatives exclusively given to the
apostles? Give me your own wisdom in answering this
question. (4) I believe you are far more interested in
answering than I am in asking.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Amid all the confusion and *‘ennui’’ or boredom
please speak to me in this need: (1) *‘I am in your
midst — open your eyes.”’ (2) *‘It is your consistency
in desire — not performance — that pleases me.”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Tuvalu (formerly Ellice Islands. Independent from
Britain in 1978.) — Population 8,000. Christians
make up 94.7% (Protestants 91.5%, only 4% of the
population is Evangelical.) There are no missionaries
of any group in Tuvalu.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

To God be the glory, great things He hath done;
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin,
And opened the lifegate that all may go in.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,

Let the earth hear His voice!

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,

Let the people rejoice!

O come to the Father, thro' Jesus the Son,
And give Him the glory, great things He hath done.

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
To ev'ry believer the promise of God;
The vilest offender who truly believes,

Will surely from Jesus a pardon receive.
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WEEK TWO
—Monday—

Since we are your house, and you live in
us we have far more reasons to praise
you than King David. I want to do so
Just now,

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“But I, by your great mercy, will come into your
house; in reverence will I bow down toward your holy
temple. Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness
because of my enemies — make straight your way
before me”’ (Psa. 5:7,8). In the days when your per-
sonal presence was in a building these words were ap-
propriate. When we consider our bodies as your house
we can yet say, ‘““‘But I, by your your great mercy
have become your house; in reverence will I bow
down."” I should be even more overcome by the
amazement of being your habitation in the Spirit than
was Solomon in the precincts of your temple. What
holy awe and wonder should fill our minds!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

The qualities of yourself seen in these two verses are:
(1) Mercy — yea ‘‘great mercy."’’ Indeed, indeed, how
appropriate this is! To consider our bodies your
dwelling place would require infinite mercy. But it is
your promise and I bow in amazement before you. (2)
Majesty and holiness — such were the prominent
responses of those who worshipped in your temple in
Jerusalem. I bow before you in the same attitude.
You have not come to live in me by the Holy Spirit
because I am holy — but to make me holy. You did
not come because I deserved you, but because I need-
ed you. Bless your holy name! (3) You are my Leader
— when my heart has been preconditioned by the
above responses I am ready to be led, I accept and
claim your leadership.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

How poorly I respond to the possibilities we have just
shared. Considering my enemy | very much need your

presence and your direction for my living. Forgive me
for not claiming or appropriating all you have for me.
I am as willful as a goat and as stupid as a sheep. 1
know I have mixed the metaphors of your word; they
are mixed in my nature. In both descriptions I need
your help. I accept gladly the promise here that you
will make my way (your way) very plain. I have found
from much experience, some of it sad and some of it
glad, that when I am willing you are able — not until
and only when. Cut through my preoccupation with
“things’’ and lead me into awareness of your
presence!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

My Lord has garments so wondrous fine,
And myrrh their texture fills;

Its fragrance reached to this heart of mine,
With joy my being thrills.

Out of the ivory palaces,

Into a world of woe,

Only His great, eternal love

Made my Savior go.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

UThen Peter came to Jesus and asked, “‘Lord, how
many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins
against me? Up to seven times?”’

2 Jesus answered, ‘‘I tell you, not seven times, but
seventy-seven times."’(Footnote: Or seventy times
seven) —Matthew 18:21,22, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Peter’s question seems to say that he had not left the
subject under discussion. If the approach to our
brother for reconciliation were successful and our



brother hears us and repents, how often shall we do
this? Did Peter have any particular brother in mind?
We have all known those who seem to have a real
penchant for sinning against us and repenting. How
long shall we let this go on? The apostle is saying: *“‘if
the brother who offends us apparently doesn’t learn
anything out of the experience, how long shall we put
up with it before we cut him off?"’ Dear Lord, I do
hope I have represented the real circumstance of the
text.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

My Lord, you know I have had students who seem to
take a delight in being offensive or offended. 1 have
also had fellow teachers who had such an attitude —
nay, it seemed to be a veritable part of their per-
sonality. What shall 1 do with them? Of course I must
go to them and ‘‘gain my brother’’ — I have done
this. But how often shall 1 repeat it? From the purely
human point of view Peter is to be congratulated for
the number he proposed. But we are not involved in a
human transaction. We are moving in ‘‘heavenly
places” — there is no limit to your forgiveness and
there must be no limit on mine! Lord, I believe, help
my unbelief!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

These verses are so full of human interest — and
abundantly full of heavenly interest. I lift up these ex-
pressions of gratitude: (1) Thank you for Peter’s per-
sistence — he wants to know — and we do too. He
found out — have we? (2) How often will you forgive
us? Just as often as we repent — does this mean a
superficial repentance? If total change is expected
from our repentance none of us have repented. Thank
you for this blessed insight into your love — your
grace — your mercy. (3) Thank you that I can know
my desire to let you love me — and my desire to love
as 1 am loved.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.’
How little do we know what these few words have
done to save the human race from self-destruction.
The holding of grudges — the harboring of ill-will is
perhaps the one worst problem in interpersonal rela-
tionships. We need to add here what our Lord as-
sumed here and said later and that is that such
forgiveness would be ‘*from the heart.’” This is not so
much to help the forgiven as the one who forgives.
When we are tempted to think this is an unreasonable
demand upon us we only need to turn our hearts to
our heavenly Father who has forgiven us many more
than seventy-seven times. We were glad to be forgiven
— we need to be forgiven. We can simply put
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ourselves in someone else’s position and realize just
how much someone else needs forgiveness — and how
much we need to forgive them.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

Peter’s question has not left the scene! We are look-
ing for an end to hostilities of one kind or another.
This is most urgent on a personal level. I find help in
making these requests: (1) Somehow will you please
quiet my emotions as they relate to justice or ‘‘getting
even.” (2) I want the unconditional kind of love I see
in the life of my Lord — i.e. for a/l men. (3) Just for
today — enable me to appreciate the good 1 see in my
fellow servants — NOT the irritating. (4) Show me
how often I have been forgiven when I did NOT at all
deserve it.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I am open — [ am ready — speak to my conscience:
(1) “‘Love as you are loved."" (2) ‘‘Forgive as you are
forgiven.”" (3) *‘Serve as you are served.’” (4) *‘Let me
be God.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Uganda — Population 14,700,000 Point for prayer:
Pray for the government. The economic and oral
devastation caused by 20 years of unrestrained
murder, tribal hatreds, and corruption have left a
legacy of deep bitterness. Only deep spiritual transfor-
mation can bring about an effective, lasting recon-
ciliation and reconstruction.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

O worship the King, all-glorious above,
And gratefully sing His wonderful love;
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days,
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.

Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.
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WEEK TWO
—Tuesday—

You are not trying to catch me in my
sin, but to help me in my need. Search
me and know my purpose — receive my
vielded heart.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

““O righteous God, who searches minds and

hearts, . . . my shield is God Most High, who saves
the upright in heart. God is a righteous judge, a God
who expresses his wrath every day'’ (Psa. 7:9a,10,11).
Dear Lord, to contemplate what is involved in
reaching the hearts and minds of all men is beyond
my understanding! And yet this is just what is here
predicted of you. We are acquainted with the com-
puter capacities, but to register all the thoughts of all
men — to read their hearts’ motivations is certainly
beyond the human mind. We could not think less of
you and attribute omniscience to you. All men owe
their salvation to you, i.e. physically. How easy it
could be to adjust the laws of this universe in such a
manner that all men would be destroyed. Praise you
for your daily mercies.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

All the laws you have set in motion in this physical
world are immutable — i.e. they never change — they
cannot be altered by man. In the invariable conse-
quences of the laws in the world about is a lesson for
us in the spiritual realm. As your mercy and love is ex-
pressed every day so is your wrath. We cannot pollute
the water or the air and not suffer the consequences.
How do we imagine we can escape your wrath in the
higher realm of the spirit? Mixing our selfishness with
your love and goodness does indeed produce pollution
in human relationships. Praise your name I can hide
myself behind your shield.

CONFESSION OF SIN

There surely is no problem in confessing my need of
you. As you search my mind and heart what do you
see? There is much of ignorance and willfulness.
Please forgive me. I am glad to say there are some
thoughts of yourself and your dear Son. Dear Lord, 1
do want to be “‘upright in heart.”” I do want to be
open and willing to confess my sin and my need. I

want to hide nothing from you — indeed, I know I
cannot. All you have in me is a desire to do your will
— and free confession that I love you and want to
worship you. Please save me from myself! I am glad
you express your wrath every day since I need
forgiveness every day. You reach my conscience or
you could not forgive me.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Have thine own way, Lord,
Have thine own way!

You are the Potter;

I am the clay.

Mold me and make me
After Thy will,

While I am waiting,
Yielded and still.

HIS WORD

3¢“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king
who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. #As
he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten
thousand talents was brought to him. *Since he was
not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his
wife and his children and all that he had be sold to
repay the debt.

%¢“The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be pa-
tient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back
everything.’ ¥The servant’s master took pity on him,
canceled the debt and let him go.

#“But when the servant went out, he found one of
his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii.
He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back
what you owe me!’ he demanded.

¢‘His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged
him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’
%¢“But he refused. Insread he went off and had the
man thrown in prison until he could pay the debt.




3"'When the other servants saw what had happened,
they were greatly distressed and went and told their
master everything that had happened.

32¢“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked
servant,” he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours
because you begged me to. ¥Shouldn’t you have had
mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’
*In anger his master turned him over to the jailors
until he paid back all he owed.

35¢“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of
you unless you forgive your brother from your
heart.”’ —Matthew 18:23-35, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

I would so like to represent this text in the light of
heaven. I want to allow vou to read it to me! I do
want a kind and loving attitude toward all I meet. If 1
am sinned against, if I feel others ““owe me’’ — dear
Lord renew my mind with these blessed words. Jesus
used such an exaggerated example that all of us can
see the point. Here is a man who owed another man
several million dollars. There would be no hope at all
in paying the debt. Dear Lord, this is just the condi-
tion in which we find ourselves. We are in debt to you
beyond anything we could ever return. It must indeed
be out of your pity that we are forgiven. The whole
load is lifted — the whole debt is cancelled. What joy
must have at least momentarily filled that man’s
heart! Have I so soon forgotten the debt forgiven? I
am trying to take the places of both men. Help me!

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

I fall on my knees before you. There is no need to
beg for patience. [ shall never be able to pay back my
debt to you. But I know you want me to return my
debt in forgiving others from the heart. I do so want
to understand the depth of this debt. Yes, I have
choked out a confession from those who were in some
debt to me. But there was no payment in such a con-
fession. How I want to learn that there is only found
payment in your kind of forgiveness. To forgive
others just as you have forgiven me for your son’s
sake. This is true eternal payment!

My dear Lord, I am afraid! Do you mean these
words: “‘this is how my heavenly Father will treat
each of you unless you forgive your brother from
your heart’’? 1 know you do, I repent, 1 bow before
you. Forgive me that I might forgive others!

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the promise that one day there will
be a settlement time for all God’s servants. (2) Thank
vou for the incredible forgiveness of an incredible
debt. (3) Thank you that you have canceled the debt
and “‘let me go’' — free, forgiven, full of joy! (4)
Keep my forgiveness up front in my consciousness
that I might know how to forgive others. (5) Thank
you that true forgiveness does have an influence on
others — even as does obvious selfishness. (6) Thank
you for the confidence that Someone is keeping ac-
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counts. (7) Thank you that Jesus took the time to
make so clear this lesson on forgiveness.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of
you unless you forgive your brother from your
heart.”’ Is God’s forgiveness conditional? So it would
seem from this text. If we are not hurt by our
brothers we really have nothing to forgive, and there
is no problem. It is only when we are offended and
our pride has been assaulted that we are faced with
the kind of forgiveness here described. Our Great
Employer — our loving heavenly Father has been hurt
by our sin. He has freely, fully forgiven us. We owe a
tremendous debt of love. Such love can best be paid
in our response to those who are in debt to us. How I
do want to keep the lines of love and communication
up and alive with all those with whom I live.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

How timely and full of help is this text — I lift up
these requests out of it: (1) Keep my debt to you ever
before me —but ahead of such repeat over and over
again that 1 am freely forgiven. (2) Heart forgiveness
— comes from you — that free — open —
Jorgiveness is your gift to me — and for me to give to
others — dear Lord, make such real to me. (3) Guilt,
punishment, responsibility are all a part of vour work
with me — balance them dear Lord — I do so need
your help.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I pause to hear your still small voice echoing out of
these blessed words: (1) ‘“‘Please remember it is my rule
as the omnipotent, omniscient King we are discussing
here.”” (2) At the same time I love vou more dearly
and deeply than any earthly parent.”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Uganda — Point for prayer: The persecution of
Christians during Amin’s reign of terror was a dark
time. Nominalism, formalism and failure to check
tribalism in the churches prevented the Church from
unitedly standing up for the right. The result was the
destruction of many churches and institutions, the loss
through death and exile of some of Uganda’s finest
Christian leaders, and heavy loss of life among Chris-
tians.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

For the beauty of the earth,
For the beauty of the skies,
For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies:
Lord of all, to Thee we raise
This, our sacrifice of praise.
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WEEK TWO
—Wednesday—

Your signature is seen so often in your
creation I even forget to read it. I want
to worship you as a child — weak but
trusting — a wonder to my enemies.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

““O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all
the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens.
From the lips of children and infants you have or-
dained praise because of your enemies, to silence the
Joe and the avenger’’ (Psa. 8:1,2). *‘Your name”’
represents your self; your authority — your wisdom
— your power. Indeed all the earth does speak so elo-
quently of your authority. Not one leaf grows on one
tree except as every other leaf has grown on such a
tree since Eden’s garden. The check and balance
system found throughout the earth speaks constantly
of your wisdom. To hold the bulk of the earth in its
orbit requires power we cannot even imagine. The lit-
tle sentence : ‘“‘you have set your glory above the
heavens’’ is indeed pregnant in meaning.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I am attempting to lift such attributes of yourself
from these beautiful words and respond to each of
them as a reflection of yourself. What “‘glory’’ shall 1
find “‘above the heavens’'? Above the heavens I
would indeed be in your eternal presence and would
see you even as you are! From such a perspective you
can survey the whole of the galaxies and our little
universe — I am humbled and silent before you.
From such an exalted position I am suddenly in-
troduced to the family circle! You have indeed chosen
the humble to confound the wise. It is from the heart
of a child true praise or strength can arise. We think
again of Mary’s babe cradled in a manger. What an
amazement this birth must have been to Satan and the
hosts of demons!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

It is obvious to me that I shall always be in the
posture of attempting unsuccessfully to understand
and express praise for your majesty. My largest sin
here is in the fact that I do not always even want to
praise you. 1 have been caught up and overcome with
such trivial matters. Dear Lord, forgive me! Thank
you for renewing my mind in this area. Even now 1
want to silence Satan’s lies by reading the record of
your majesty in the world around me — and your
glory or character in the heavens above. I want the
same loving interest in little children I find ex-
emplified in your Son. I know from experience Satan
can be silenced by praise and humility. Help me to
enter fully into such an expression.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Earthly pleasures vainly call me;

I would be like Jesus;

Nothing worldly shall enthrall me;
I would be like Jesus.

Be like Jesus, this my song,

In the home and in the throng;

Be like Jesus, all day long!

I would be like Jesus.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

YWhen Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave
orders to cross to the other side of the lake. *Then a
teacher of the law came to him and said, ‘‘Teacher, I
will follow you wherever you go.”’ —Matthew
8:19,20, NIV

57As they were walking along the road, a man said to
him, “‘I will follow you wherever you go."



S8 Jesus replied, ‘‘Foxes have holes and birds of the air
have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his
head.”” —Luke 9:57,58, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

How personal and direct are these words of my Lord!
It would seem Jesus is reading the heart motivations
of this “‘reacher of the law.”’ It was your law he was
attempting to teach. Doubtless this teacher compared
what he had read and taught with what he heard from
your Son. There was a wonderful agreement between
the two. This teacher now became a disciple and
wanted to hear more and more. Jesus asks him if he
has counted the cost of such a decision? “‘Are you will-
ing to accept the uncertainties that accompany such a
choice?’’ This teacher was doubtless accustomed to
the niceties of a comfortable living. Does our Lord
say anything in this text for us?

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Indeed he does speak to our hearts! Where does Jesus
lead today? It isn’t where he went that was important!
It was whar he did. Jesus was an itinerant
teacher/preacher. He moved over the length and
breadth of Canaan because he wanted to teach and
reach as many people as he could in the short time
that was his. If our Lord does not teach men through
us we are not following him. The field has now
become “‘the world."” Are we ready to receive the
limitations associated with the teaching of his word
world wide? We are too much like the teacher of the
text. He didn’t want to leave the comforts and securi-
ty of his home. As long as Jesus would stay in his
block he would follow him wherever he went. Dear
Lord am [ talking about myself?

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the very real personal interest this
teacher of the law had in our Lord and his teaching.
(2) Thank you that Jesus made no accommodation to
this man’s interests. (3) Thank you Jesus put the cost
“up front.”” (4) Thank vou that the cost of spreading
his word has not changed. (5) Thank you for the
wonderful attractiveness of my Lord and his word. (6)
Thank you that there were some who both counted
the cost and followed him. (7) Thank you our Lord
was willing to compare himself to a bird or a fox.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

*“. . . the son of man has no place to lay his head.”’
How true this is today! He has no place in the large
business conglomerates. My concern is that he has no
home in the life of the average church member. Just
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how much time does our dear Savior receive? How
long do we spend talking with him each day? We
might call upon him in an emergency — but is this
real companionship? Can’t we find an hour or two
for extended conversation? How much time do we
spend listening to him speak to us through his word?
Is an hour of reading and meditating upon his word
too much of an imposition? Jesus wants to make our
bodies his home. Dear Lord, you have a home with
me — welcome!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

This text reaches into the “‘thoughts and intents”* of
our hearts. I lift these requests up fully aware of the
powerful potential: (1) Enlarge your potential in me
— give specific detail to going and teaching. (2) You
have been opening doors — and shutting others. Keep
me willing — willingness is such a need and can only
come from you. (3) Show me anew the meaning of
your name — i.e. “‘Son of man."” (4) Is comfort
essential — my Lord says: ‘“‘no’’ — what sayest thou
oh my soul?

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I am listening — not sometimes because I want to —
but because I know I need to — speak to me: (1) *‘1
am in your agreements. I am your powerful silent
partner.” (2) “You are my son — will I help you or
hurt you?* (3) “‘I am with you — in you — ahead of
you — behind you — above you. Trust me. I love
you.”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

USSR — Population: 278 million. Peoples: An ex-
traordinary mosaic of peoples came under Russian
domination over the past several centuries. There are
approximately 154 ethnic groups. (Specific points for
prayer over the next 5 days.)

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

This is my Father’s world,
And to my listening cars
All nature sings, and round me rings
The music of the spheres.
This is my Father’s world:
I rest me in the thought
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;
His hand the wonders wrought.
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WEEK TWO
—Thursday—

I bow before your throne of grace to
worship the very essence of kindness —
even yourself. I hide myself in the
depths of your love.
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PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

““The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold
in times of trouble. Those who know your name will
trust in you, for you, Lord, have never forsaken those
who seek you'' (Psa. 9:9,10). So often we have
praised you as our refuge. Man feels that he is under
attack — which he is — and so sorely needs a place
of serenity and security. You are that place! Blessed
be your name! We are not possessed by demons, but
we are often under severe oppression. If I did not
draw away every day to my refuge [ would be
defeated and overcome. It is from my stroghold I can
find provision and light. I do indeed ‘‘know your
name’’ and I place my trust in you.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
Your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I know many names for yourself and every one of
them tells me over and over: ‘“You, Lord, will never
forsake those who seek you.” 1 do seek you as my
Father. My father has gone to be with you. I do so
sorely miss my earthly father. I am glad that every
good quality | found in him (and they were many) I
have found multiplied a thousandfold in yourself. The
one quality of my father that characterized him most
was kindness. All my life long I have followed your
lovingkindness — and your lovingkindness has fol-
lowed me all the days of my life. I have sought you as
One for whom 1 could work with confident assurance
you would never disappoint me. How wonderfully
true it is that you have never forsaken those who seek
you!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

What I find in you is always far less than what 1
know I could find if 1 were but to seek further and

more fully. I praise you for what I have found, but I
ask your forgiveness for what | have not cared to see.
What a tragedy to live so close to a magnificent view
and never see it? To be poor when riches are buried in
our backyard. Deepen my hunger and thirst after your
righteousness. I surely do not want my expressions to
sound like pious platitudes — as I read them over
they seem to be such — forgive me. Dear Lord, you
know my heart. I want to seek your very Self with all
that is within me. Forgive me for anything less.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

I know not why God’s wondrous grace
To me He hath made known,

Nor why unworthy, Christ in Love
Redeemed me for His own.

But ‘I know whom 1 have believed,
And am persuaded that He is able

To keep that which I've committed
Unto Him against that day.”

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

N Another man, one of his disciples, said to him,
“Lord, first let me go and bury my father."”

2But Jesus told him, ‘““Follow me, and let the dead
bury their own dead.”’ —Matthew 8:21,22, NIV

5%He said to another man, ‘‘Follow me."’

But the man replied, “*Lord, first let me go and bury
my father.”

“Jesus said to him, ‘‘Let the dead bury their own
dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God."”
—Luke 9:59,60, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM
The urgency of proclaiming the Kingdom of God



seems to speak to me again and again out of these
verses. Surely it was a reasonable request: ‘“Lord, first
let me go and bury my father.”’ If it were a mere mat-
ter of attending the memorial service of a father (as
we do today) we could indeed think of it as a
reasonable request. Such was nof the case. The burial
of the father in our Lord’s day was the whole time
after the father had retired from work — and could
involve several years. Our Lord describes those who
had but little interest in proclaiming the good news of
the rule of yourself in the hearts of men as ‘‘the
dead’ who could bury the dead.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

There are two kinds of dead people here: (1) the
physically dead; (2) the spiritually dead. The spiritually
dead can take the time and thought necessary to bury
the physically dead. In this circumstance it would in-
clude all the time necessary to care for the needs of an
aging parent. We are sure our Lord would have no
objection to the son returning from time to time to
visit his father. The point of my Lord is that in priori-
ty of time and interest it is the Kingdom of God that
gets first place. How many who have never heard of
the good news really are reached by our proclama-
tion? It seems to me that far too much of my time is
spent talking to those who have heard until they can’t
hear. Help me dear Lord in this desire.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for this clear word of our Lord’s
priorities. (2) Thank you for the candid honesty of the
man who wanted to excuse himself — without this we
would have no lesson. (3) Thank you for my Lord’s
ability to cut through the superficial to the real
motives of men. (4) Thank you for this plain state-
ment that some people will be dead to the appeal of
the Kingdom. (5) Thank you for the urgency and im-
portance of what is done in Kingdom proclamation.
(6) Thank you for preserving these precious words
over all those centuries so we could hear and heed
them. (7) Thank you that Jesus wants us to meet all
responsibilities — only in the right order.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“Let the dead bury their own dead’’ — how did such
persons become ‘‘dead’’? There are those who give
themselves to sensuality and become dead while they
live. Dead to all that gives life and light and hope.
The persons of whom our Lord spoke had given
themselves to something or Someone who had cut
them off from *“‘the Kingdom of God’' — or the rule
of God in their lives. How sad would be the funeral
of such dead burying their own dead! The time of
waiting for death — i.e. the care given to such aged
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people would also be sad beyond description. A visit
to rest homes in our own community will let us know
how totally hopeless are some people. What a place to
preach the resurrection and the life!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

(1) Since I am now living in the“‘bury my father”
period of time — i.e. when our children have such an
interest in me, it becomes increasingly apparent that I
should heed these verses. Lord, help me to do it! (2)
Which kind of ‘“‘dead’” am 1?7 Am I truly giving the
spreading of your good news the priority it deserves?
(3) What is it that cuts me off from your own dear
self? Show me and separate me from it. (4) Send me
to those who are “‘dead in their trespasses and sins’’
— they are the only ones who can be raised from
death. :

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

As you reached the hearts of these three men — reach
my heart: (1) “‘Burying the dead does have social
priority — but NOT of the kind of my interest.” (2)
*‘I came to treat the living not the dead — why have
you come?’’ (3) “‘Some are determined to be dead —
let them alone."”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

USSR — Point for prayer: The Church in USSR has
suffered more severe and sustained persecution than
that of any nation in recent history. Yet there is much
cause for praise: a) The survival and growth of the
Church. The steady drop in total numbers has been
compensated by a corresponding increase in spirituali-
ty and commitment. b) The bankrupicy of atheistic
propaganda. The Marxist claim that the Church
would wither away has not been fulfilled even with
active efforts to destroy it. The proportion of
believers steadily increases for many are converted as
they grow older and become more disillusioned with
atheism.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

A mighty fortress is our God,
A bulwark never failing;
Our helper He amid the flood
Of mortal ills prevailing:
For still our ancient foe
Doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great,
And, armed with cruel hate,
Cn earth is not his equal.
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WEEK TWO
—Friday—

You are a rock that cannot be moved.
You are a house built on a solid foun-
dation. I tremble but my foundation
does not! I am glad to worship you!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

““When the foundations are being destroyed, what can
the righteous do? The Lord is in his holy temple; the
Lord is on his heavenly throne. He observes the sons
of men; his eves examine them'’ (Psa. 11:3,4). When
evil men oppress it is enough to know you observe
them. The record of man's existence upon this earth
does not say that wickedness and evil triumph. When
the foundations of life are being destroyed what can
the righteous do? We can let everyone know there are
foundations that cannot be destroyed. Our hope is
built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and
righteousness. We do not minimize the shock and loss
of all that we hold precious personally or nationally.
But through two thousand years since Bethlehem the
Lord has been in his holy temple and he has ruled
from his heavenly throne.

Express yoursell in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

We are living today in the most prosperous nation in
human history. If God is for us — and how could we
doubt all the evidence that he is? — who then will
successfully be against us? If we have our primary
concerns in the life to come we really have very little
to worry about here. I want to lift up my whole heart
in praise and thanksgiving for your goodness to me. It
is enough for me to know you see and understand all
that happens among the sons of men. In your infinite
wisdom you placed me in America instead of India or
Africa. How good you have been to me. I am amazed
and deeply grateful!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

I know, at least to some extent, how soon the founda-
tions of life can be destroyed. The hopes and dreams

of a project or a liftime can be dashed to the ground
— or swept away in the flood of some physical or
financial disaster. Dear Lord, I freely confess I do not
know I would be prepared to praise you in the midst
of it. Perhaps I could gather up the pieces and see
beyond to your throne and your rule through it and
above it all. I do so need your constant help. Forgive
me for boasting in any way. After all the above ex-
pressions I must confess my only real security is in
you — in your essential person. My hope is in you —
and not even in what you can or cannot do — not in
what you give or do not give — but in yourself!
Praise your name forever!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through this barren land;

I am weak, but Thou art mighty;
Hold me with Thy powerful hand;
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven,
Feed me till I want no more,

Feed me till 1 want no more.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

61Still another said, “‘1 will follow you Lord; but first
let me go back and say good-by to my family.”
62Jesus replied, ““No one who puts his hand to the
plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom
of God.”” —Luke 9:61,62, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

How I do want to step back and let you read this text
to me. At the same time I want to read this back to

you as if 1 were able to give the intonations and color
to the words when they first fell from the lips of your



Son. This does seem like a reasonable request.
Following Jesus meant leaving family — job —
friends — associations — a/l. This was only true when
such hindered — in any way — our following our
Lord. Evidently Jesus knew this man better than he
knew himself (dear Lord, this is always true). There
was such a deep attachment to the family he would be
hindered in his following. How I do want to hear with
my heart what you are saying to me here!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

How have my attachments to my family interrupted
or hindered my plowing operations in your field? To-
day this thought seems to be a “‘no-no.”’” The em-
phasis has turned from the plowing to the family —
or perhaps we could say that men have tried to per-
suade us that involvement with our family is plowing.
Dear Lord, I am the first to recognize a need for
balance — it is a long way this side of young children
and their care for me to make any observations. I am
so glad you can see me back then as well as today —
and tomorrow. [ believe the care and love of my wife
and children is a part of your work for me — a very
very important part of it. I also believe my primary
task has been and is: “‘to proclaim the kingdom of
God."" By life and word I want to do this.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that men realized the primary response
we are to give is to follow you every day. (2) Thank
you that you are walking through every day so we can
follow you. (3) Thank you for the dearness and near-
ness of our families. (4) Thank you that you can
become even nearer and dearer, (5) Thank you that
following you does break every tie that hinders me.
(6) Thank you for the transfer of love — or the
polarization of love. (7) Thank you Lord that I need
not look back.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks
back is fit for service in the kingdom of God." This is
just the very verse I need for this time in my life. I
know there are two or three reasons for looking back:
(1) To learn from what has happened. We are even
now publishing a history book for that purpose. Such
a backward look is not what our Saviour meant. (2)
To look back in memory to relive the events that
meant so much at the time they happened. How easy
it is to cast a rosy mist of beauty over what at the
time might not have been all that happy. (3) To look
back with the thought that you made a mistake in
your choice to follow him — or you have allowed
your loyalty to be divided. Such is the sin of this text.
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READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

Family attachments have been very, very strong in my
experience. Indeed, with our children it is stronger
than ever. I lift up these requests for your own help
for us: (1) Please give me a “hatred” for the opinions
of men as compared with my /ove for your word for
my life. (2) If there is any mistake made — and there
have been many — it was never — never in loving you
and spreading your word (write this upon my heart).

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I am listening now — if ever I was! Speak to me! (1)
““There were — and there are those who will not
follow — expect it.”” (2) ““No one can follow if they
do not hear.” (3) “‘I am concerned about all — if I
can, you can.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

USSR — Point for prayer: Specific churches need
prayer: a) The Orthodox Churches survive under
severe pressures. All spiritual leadership is severely
repressed. Renewal has affected sections of the Or-
thodox Churches, but a moving of the Spirit is a great
need. b) The Roman Catholics have suffered probably
more than any other major ecclesiastical tradition. c)
The Lutheran Churches are predominantly national
churches in the two Baltic States.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;
O how bright the path grows from day to day,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.
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WEEK TWO
—Saturday—

I am so glad you — and you alone
decide why some are weak and others
are needy. You arise to help them. Can
I do less? I bow before your love and
mercy.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

** ‘Because of the oppression of the weak and the
groaning of the needy, I will now arise,’ says the
Lord. ‘I will protect them from those who malign
them.' And the words of the Lord are flawless, like
silver refined in a furnace of clay, purified seven
times'' (Psa. 12:5,6). How precious are these words!
You have a very large interest in the weak — you hear
the groaning of the needy. Could this be true of your
concern for all the men of the earth? To ask is to
answer. How then shall such a concern be expressed?
Is it not through your own children who share your
concern? Just here I want to tell you how much these
qualities of compassion mean to me. You have in
ways best known to you protected your children from
those who malign them — and in other ways seek to
hurt them. Praise your name!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I want to reaffirm my confidence in all you have said:
the Psalmist’s estimate of the value and purity of your
word is such an encouragement to me. Your words, as
recorded in the documents of the Bible, are
“flawless’’. As to content they have no inaccuracies.
When examined by seven branches of science: (1)
History; (2) Archaeology; (3) Geology; (4)
Psychology; (5) Philosophy; (6) Sociology; (7) An-
thropology they are pure and without mistake. When
put to the tests of men in the centuries of time they
only become more valuable and speak more deeply to
human need. Praise your name!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

It is in my failure to meet the needs of the poor — to
hear the groans of the oppressed — that I must con-

fess my sin! It does from time to time become a
burden of incongruity: that I should live in the midst
of plenty both physically and spiritually and others
cry under the oppression of poverty. Dear Lord, |
here and now repent! | change my mind — 1 must do
something to meet the need of man. I can not do
everything — but I can do something. 1 can share
what I have. I can, and will find those who will give
food to the starving. I can, and will provide your
word to those who do not now have it.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Jesus, keep me near the cross:
There a precious fountain,

Free to all, a healing stream,
Flows from Calv’ry’s mountain.
In the cross, in the cross,

Be my glory ever,

Till my raptured soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

51As the time approached for him to be taken up to
heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem, *and
he sent messengers on ahead. They went into a
Samaritan village to get things ready for him, “but
the people there did not welcome him, because he was
headed for Jerusalem. *When the disciples James and
John saw this, they asked, ‘‘Lord, do you want us to
call fire down from heaven to destroy them?’’ *But
Jesus turned and rebuked them, 5and they went to
another village. —Luke 9:51-56, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

I know to appreciate this text I must enter the spirit



of both my Lord’s intentions and the circumstances
surrounding the Feast of the Tabernacles. Your dear
Son knew the time for his suffering death and resur-
rection had appeared on the horizon. Something hap-
pened to the face of Jesus. There was a message clear-
ly communicated in all he did. He is now ready to
publically announce his Messiahship. The feast at
Jerusalem would be a time and place when such an
announcement would be like a torch in dry tinder!
The Samaritans knew from our Lord’s demeanor and
the disciples” words the purpose of his journey
through their country. They had no dealings with the
Jews and especially under such conditions. They did
not like their country being a thoroughfare to what
they considered false worship.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Why did Jesus twice over pass through Samaria in-
stead of taking the usual route on the east of the Jor-
dan? We could say in answer for the first visit it was
to save those of the village of Sychar. In this second
time through we could say it was to save his disciples
from themselves. The disciples were impressed with
the bearing of determination found in their Master.
How poorly did they read his manner! The disciples
thought he was Elijah on a mission of vengeance. As
Elijah burned up the messengers of the apostate king
so would Jesus deal with those who rejected him.
How sad! Yet, how like my own selfish heart! I wish
I knew what Jesus said — was it: ‘I came to save not
to destroy’’? He says this to me. I want to receive it.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the wonderful foreknowledge of
my Lord. (2) Thank you for Jesus’ unyielding deter-
mination to give himself away that we might be saved.
(3) Thank you that my Lord always had those who
could and did help him — I want to be one of them.
(4) Thank you that I can today prepare the hearts of
men to receive him. (5) Thank you that 1 need not
react as the disciples when rejected by men. (6) Thank
vou for the vengeance that belongs to my heavenly
Father. (7) Thank you my Lord always rebukes when
and where it is needed.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“But Jesus turned and rebuked them, and they went
to another village.”” From what did Jesus turn when
he rebuked them? Are we right in thinking his face
was set in one direction, i.e. toward Jerusalem, and it
affected his whole pasture? Perhaps not. He must
turn from his present activity to take the time
necessary to instruct these hasty disciples. We
remember a time later when John along with Peter
came to Samaria for a far different purpose (Acts
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8:14-17). In the coming of the Holy Spirit it would
seem a whole new understanding became available to
these “‘sons of thunder.”” Indeed John became known
as the apostle of love. The same Holy Comforter lives
in us!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

Am I really and truly aware of the “‘kind of spirit”’ I
am of? Perhaps these requests will change me — I
want to be changed: (1) My Lord was full of love —
his determination was simply a focus of this quality
— may it be so with me. (2) The Samaritans were
believers in the same God as the Jews — why the
animosity? We religious folk can easily answer this
question — dear Lord, forgive us. (3) Peter and John
were changed — wonderfully changed — may it hap-
pen to me!

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Continue speaking to the deepest needs of my heart! I
am listening. (1) “Whom I love I rebuke — are you
listening now?"’ (2) ““Total determination can be
yours — but you MUST know where you are going.”
(3) ““How do men see me through you?"’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

USSR — Point for prayer: Specific churches (con-
tinued): ¢) The registered AUCECR is a government-
engineered union of Baptist, Brethren, Pentecostal
and Mennonite churches that submitted to govern-
ment restrictions, which, if rigidly enforced, make
evangelical Christianity and effective outreach ex-
tremely difficult. Pray for the easing of restrictions,
encouragement of believers, growth in grace of leaders
and effectiveness in witnessing despite the limitations.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour 1 first believed!
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WEEK THREE
—Sunday—

If your love is never failing — and it is!
If your salvation is real — and it is!
Then I can sing — and be glad — and 1
do!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“‘But I will trust in your unfailing love; my heart re-
Joices in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord, for he
has been good to me’’ (Psa. 13:5,6). Your unfailing
love is my bulwark never failing! It is indeed in your
character that my faith is anchored. Your love — ex-
pressed throughout your whole word — has never
failed to lift my spirit and give me renewed hope and
strength. If the heart of the psalmist could rejoice in
the salvation he enjoyed how much more do I have
reason to rejoice? There is so much more purpose in
rejoicing over the lamb of God than ten thousand
animals slain upon an altar. Praise your name I am
indeed blessed.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I have saved verse six: “‘I will sing to the Lord, for he
has been good to me’” as an expression of my own
joy in yourself! There is no way I can truly adequate-
ly say just how good you have been to me — but |
will gladly lift up some specifics in adoration to
yourself: (1) You have been so good to me in your
choice of a wife for me. Should I be married for a
hundred years I could never tell all the ways my dear
wife has helped me. A “*help mate’’ is not name
enough for her. Aside from yourself you know I have
no one who means more to me! (2) For the dear
children — and now grandchildren you have sent to
us. Each of them is precious — not without concern
— even as we are to you — but a joy and strength to
my heart. I do have a song of praise to sing to you.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

It does seem appropriate that 1 should confess my sins
before 1 sing your praise. My heart has not always re-

joiced in your salvation. There have been times when
I was drawn away to other *‘things.”” My muted
praise was always because of my own pride and
selfishness. Dear Lord, forgive me! How easy it is to
misunderstand when all we can see is our own plans
and interests. When will I be more *“‘people
oriented”? I do lack involvement in the lives of peo-
ple. I have made a choice — long ago — to give my
attention and energies to projects that I fondly hope
will last beyond my little space of life — I need to
remember that any one person will last throughout
eternity. Lord, purify my motives. Forgive my
selfishness!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Take my life, and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee.

Take my moments and my days;
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love.

Take my feet, and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

2But when the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles was near,
3Jesus’ brothers said to him, ‘**You ought to leave
here and go to Judea, so that your disciples may see
the miracles you do. ‘No one who wants to become a
public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these
things, show yourself to the world.”” For even his
own brothers did not believe in him.

*Therefore Jesus told them, ‘“The right time for me
has not yet come; for you any time is right. "The
world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I




testify that what it does is evil. *You go to the Feast. I
am not yel going up to this Feast, because for me the
right time has not yet come.’’ "Having said this, he
stayed in Galilee. —John 7:2-9, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

How these words of his own brothers must have cut
him to the heart! How is it they could see his obvious
divine credentials and yet not believe in him? There
seems to be at least two factors present that contri-
bute to this attitude: (1) Jesus let his brothers know as
he did all others that acceptance of him as the
Messiah meant a total yielding of one’s self to his
Lordship, and they were not prepared to do this. (2)
They were “‘worldly minded. "' Jesus had drawn a
clear line between himself and the sex-food-money
orientation of the world about him — the world hated
him for it. This his brothers had not done — indeed,
they seem to be a part of the world.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

It is easy enough to be critical of the brothers of our
Lord — but what of my own heart? Am I ready to
turn my whole self over to my Lord even as a new
born babe lies in the arms of its mother? Am I ready
to admit that my stupid sheep-like attitude requires a
shepherd who takes total charge of my life? It is one
thing to see the obvious evidence of his deity, it is
something else to submit to his Lordship. Does the
world hate me? Am I close enough to the world to get
any reaction at all? It is wonderfully tender to see
how our Lord responds to his brothers. He neither in-
dulges them nor excoriates them. He simply states the
case as it is. How I do want him to look into my
heart and *‘tell it like it is’’ — give me ears to hear!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the wonderful meaning of
deliverance behind the Feast of Tabernacles. (2)
Thank you for the very natural, normal family life in
the home of Mary — and vet there was Someone who
was wonderfully supernatural and not at all normal.
(3) Thank you Jesus did not strike out at his brothers’
sarcasm. (4) Thank you that I can see his miracles and
receive their full import. (5) Thank you Jesus lived
and died on time. (6) Thank you that it is really im-
possible to know Jesus — accept Jesus — hear Jesus
and be neutral. (7) Thank you for the wonderful six
months of teaching our Lord gave in Galilee — we
are reading much of it in the gospels.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because
[ testify that what it does is evil."” *“The world cannot
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hate you’’ — of how many Christians would our Lord
say this? His contingency for receiving opposition
from the world is to testify against its evil deeds. |
thought we were to change their nature not speak
against their sins. We have just registered our opposi-
tion to a “rock concert’’ by a sensual representative
of the world. We were told our opposition was useless
because you must convert such persons and then their
evil deeds will be changed. Is that the treatment Jesus
gave the Pharisees? or the soliders or the Sadducees?
Repentance is produced by godly sorrow for sin and
such sorrow will never be produced without speaking
against sin. One way or another men must find out
they are lost before they will ever want to be saved.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

There is so much to learn in this exchange between
brothers — 1 lift up these requests for learning: (1) If
Jesus could be patient with his brothers’ estimate of
his miracles I can be patient with those near to me
that never seem to understand my relationship with
you — help me to learn. (2) The sarcasm of his
brothers was not responded to in kind — guard my
mouth that I might so respond today. (3) Teach me
how to evaluate the time for acting — and the time
for inaction. (4) There is a hatred from the world —
please insulate my reaction to such hatred!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I am trying to be as open — as honest — and as
vulnerable as my Lord — speak to me: (1) *“Your ac-
tions should always be before me first and then before
others.”’ (2) *‘I am in control of time and times —
trust me.”” (3) ““Staying in some places is more impor-
tant than going.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

USSR — Point for prayer: The Unregistered Baptists
and Pentecostals have grown prolifically and have suf-
fered intensely because of their refusal to compro-
mise. In some areas the persecution has been particu-
larly severe. The majority of the present leadership is
in prison or exile.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,
Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt,
Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured,

There where the blood of the Lamb was spilt.
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WEEK THREE
—Monday—

You know me totally and love me
without reservation. Give me the
humility and courage to praise you as I
want to.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

““The Lord looks down from heaven on the sons of
men to see if there are any who understand, any who
seek God' (Psa. 14:2). It is enough for me to know
you are an intelligent Being with a constant interest in
the affairs of men. Indeed my own awareness is but a
poor reflection of your own. We do not like to envi-
sion others looking down on us. But when it is the
Creator of heaven and earth what other position
would we give him? Even in such an expression you
have no condescension in your consideration of man.
David’s imagery is in relation to the physical universe.
You do not look down on us in any negative sense.
Praise your name.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

You are in a search for those who understand you.
How like ourselves! This is the constant life-long pur-
suit to find someone somewhere who will really
understand me. If we could ever meet such a person
perhaps he could explain what he knows and we
would both know. In your search it is a desire to find
someone whom the enemy has not corrupted. There is
the capacity in man to understand you or you would
not be looking. Both of us are on our search — I am
so glad we found each other! In reality you found us
or we would be forever in some far field stumbling
in the valley of death. Dear Lord, you have found me
— | have found you. I want to seek you with my
whole heart!

How do you personally relate to this quality of

God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Why is it I prefer to “‘do it myself*' — “*find my own
way”' — ““do my own thing”'? Such expressions might
overstate the case a little. But in each expression I see

myself. You have given me creative ability — and in it
I take such great delight 1 forget it is a gift. How
many, many projects have I planned and executed
with hardly a thought of yourself? Stop me! Open my
eyes! Forgive me. How many planning sessions have
left you out? How many options have been turned
over and accepted or rejected with hardly a prayer? |
can excuse myself by saying I assumed you were there
— or I simply took you for granted. Is that any way
to treat the One who supplied all we have? Dear God,
I hope you will forgive my awful sin of self-worship.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
Forgive our foolish ways;

Reclothe us in our rightful mind,
In purer lives Thy service find,

In deeper rev’rence, praise.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

YHowever, after his brothers had left for the Feast,
he went also, not publicly, but in secret. "Now at the
Feast the Jews were watching for him and asking,
““Where is that man?"’

2Among the crowds there was widespread whispering
about him. Some said, ‘“He is a good man.”’

Others replied, ‘‘No, he deceives the people.’’ *But
no one would say anything publicly about him for
fear of the Jews, —John 7:10-13, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Just how did your Son travel from Galilee to
Jerusalem undetected? Did he go again through
Samaria and thus remain incognito? It would seem he
would surely have been detected if he used the or-



dinary route on the east of the Jordan. What a stir
was found in Jerusalem! The fame of your Son had
taken hold of the whole religious community. In the
midst of the thousands and thousands of worshippers
Jesus could announce his Messiahship with reasonable
safety; because most men glorified your name because
of what he taught. It would seem everyone was intimi-
dated by someone. Everyone, that is, except your
Son!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

How I do want these verses to find personal meaning
for me. How I do want to watch for him today. Not
to criticize him or to plot to kill him, but because I
want him to direct the events of today. Can I see him
in my association with others? I can if I am looking
for him. I am afraid I am sometimes more like those
who doubted that he was there at all. My dear Lord
was neither a good man (only) nor did he deceive the
people. Jesus let the rich young ruler know that he
was either God and therefore good or not good at all
for all men sin. Deception comes from evil purpose —
my Lord’s purpose was to be the personification of
truth.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the plain admission of John that
Jesus had ‘“‘brothers’’ — this places him in a family
relationship to which I can relate. (2) Thank you
Jesus was and was not influenced by his brothers. (3)
Thank you I need no longer ask, ‘“Where is that
man.”” (4) Thank you I can call him by name and
honor and worship him for all that name means to
me! (5) Thank you that I can call my Lord ‘“‘good”
and mean that he shares your nature of deity. (6)
Thank you that I know who the deceiver is — I resist
him. (7) Thank you I can live above intimidation.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““But no one would say anything publicly about him
Jor fear of the Jews.’’ This same attitude has taken
over in many places. When the establishment is op-
posed to Christianity it takes all kinds of courage to
speak out about him publicly. How is it so that here
in America when our president is a Christian — and
when by far the majority are not against him, we are
yet hesitant and afraid to speak out? The simple fact
of the matter is we have nothing we want to say
publicly among strangers. Let’s move into a religious
situation. How is it that we even have a difficult time
finding Bible school teachers? When will me meet at
the church building and prepare to call on the lost?
Neither religion — dead, dull and boring — nor
apathy have left the scene. Praise God neither has our
living Lord!
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READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I am excited about the possibilities of these verses. 1
find in them some real answers to the needs of my
life: (1) There are some things — some actions that
are best kept secret — show me which ones. (2) Some
do not seek my Lord for good reasons — their in-
quiry is negative and fruitless — how I need to know
just who they are — help me. (3) Am I really — per-
sonally ready to call him good and mean it? (4)
Deliver me from the fear of man — lead me into the
fear of yourself! (5) There is daily manna in the
wilderness, even as ‘‘the feast of booths’’ reminded
these Jews — may I get my supply for today!

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Reach my conscience dear Lord — keep me tender-
hearted! (1) ‘“Have you truly digested the meaning of
these verses for your life? Look again!™ (2) ““You are
my son — and a brother to Jesus — do you ever try
to tell him what to do? — or when to do it?" (3)
““Don’t you think it is wise for me to hide some of
my plans from you?"’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

USSR — Point for prayer: Young people and children
are singled out for abuse, mockery and harassment if
they follow their parents in believing and refuse to
join the Communist youth groups. It is illegal for
parents to teach their own children about the Lord, or
for churches to allow those under 18 to attend ser-
vices.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Be not dismayed whate’er betide,
God will take care of you;
Beneath His wings of love abide,
God will take care of you.
God will take care of you,
Thro’ evr’y day, O’er all the way;
He will take care of you,
God will take care of you.

Thro’ days of toil when heart doth fail
God will take care of you;
When dangers fierce your path assail,
God will take care of you.
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WEEK THREE
—Tuesday—

I am a guest in your house. You are a
guest in my house. Your grace has
made me blameless. I want to pause
Jjust now to worship you!
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PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Lord, who may dwell in your sanctuary? Who may
live on your holy hill? He whose walk is blameless
and who does what is righteous, who speaks the truth
from his heart and has no slander on his

tongue, . . .”” (Psa. 15:1-3a). The question of the
psalmist David is my question. I am asking: ““‘who can
live relaxed and full of joy in your presence?”” ‘““Who
may consider you a constant member of the family?”’
I know you do not live in some building on a hill.
You live in my body — and are present here right
now! I shall never be blameless in your evaluation of
my conduct — except through the blood of your Son.
In the presence of my contemporaries and those with
whom 1 live I can live the kind of life described
above.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

The power of this verse is the incredible promise of a
divine house guest. My house becomes your house —
my home becomes your home. The reason for the
conditions for your presence is to make you comfor-
table. If I were to truly attempt to be like your Son —
whose walk among men was blameless — who did
what was right in every circumstance — who spoke
the truth from his heart — who never once slandered
either his friends or his enemies. Dear Lord, all I can
give is my commitment to this kind of conduct. My
walk can be what you feel comfortable with. I can do
what is right when a choice is before me. 1 can speak
just the truth. Most of all I want you to feel at home
in me.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

How I do want you to move into every area of my

life as a permanent resident — but I want always to
treat you as an honored guest. There is no problem in
my confession of guilt and sin in the fact that I am so
much less than ‘““blameless’ before you. I do not hide
it — I do not evade it — it is my fault! I have been
— and I am wrong — forgive me. I have lied about
and slandered those with whom I live and work.
Cleanse me — forgive me. It is because I am sorry
about the hurt I have caused others — but it is much
more because I want your presence in me and with me
that I make this confession.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

I need Thee ev’ry hour,
Most gracious Lord;

No tender voice like Thine
Can peace afford.

I need Thee, O I need Thee;
Ev'ry hour I need Thee!

O bless me now, my Savior:
I come to Thee!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

14Not until halfway through the Feast did Jesus go up
to the temple court and begin to teach. SThe Jews
were amazed and asked, ‘‘How did this man get such
learning without having studied?

16Jesus answered, ‘‘My teaching is my own. It comes
from him who sent me. ""If a man chooses to do
God’s will, he will find out whether my teaching
comes from God or whether I speak on my own. *He
who speaks on his own does so to gain honor for
himself, but he who works for the honor of the one
who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false
about him. “Has not Moses given you the law? Yet



not one of you keeps the law. Why are you trying to
kill me?'"" —John 7:14-19, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

When men were caught up in the ceremony and ex-
citement of the feast Jesus appeared in Jerusalem and
moved among the crowds until he found a place in
the temple courts. How I do want to open my ears
and hear the One who taught as never a man did
teach. My Lord was aquainted with the content of the
Old Testament. He no doubt acquired this in the
teaching offered in the synagogue of Nazareth. But
the application and interpretation he gave to these an-
cient scriptures was simply amazing! Oh, how I want
to hear what he said! Even the most bigoted narrow
minded of the Jews admitted he spoke words with
meaning and power they had never heard. As to what
will happen to his words he speaks to me: ““If any one
chooses to do God’s will, he will find out whether my
teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my
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own.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

I could not have one thing I want to do more than
your will. I find your will in your word. But I know
you are speaking of a very basic attitude — an un-
divided willingness! A focus of desire. How indeed 1
want to bring such an attitude to the teachings of my
Lord — your Son. I expect according to his promise
made here that I shall experientially know. To the ex-
tent 1 have done this I can claim that Jesus is ten
times more real to me than ever before. Your words
and his words (the same in source) burn and glow
before me as indeed they are living and active. As a
child places his total confidence in the words of his
parents so 1 do with your words and those of your
Son. I have the same secure confidence as that little
child — praise your name forever!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for inconspicuousness of my Lord —
what a lesson for me. (2) Thank you that we can real-
ly never hear the words of Jesus and be neutral. (3)
Thank you for the superior authority and knowledge
of my Lord. (4) Thank you for the old, plain claim to
deity made here by Jesus. (5) Thank you that Jesus
was conscious of who he was, who sent him and why
he came. (6) Thank you we can every day choose to
do your will — every day we can know inwardly the
divine nature of his teaching. (7) Thank you I have
tested and found his words to be true — in me — for
me.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““He who speaks on his own does so to gain honor for
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himself, but he who works for the honor of the one
who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing false
about him’’ (John 7:18). What a wonderful statement
of purpose as related to our service today! Honor is
the criterion. Who is praised and remembered? How
we do need to decrease; how he needs to increase in
all we say and do. Dear Lord, I do want to work for
your honor. What a beautiful description of our
Lord: ‘‘a man of truth; there is nothing false about
him." Truth equals reality — when Jesus taught all
his words matched his life — all his life equaled his
words. I want to work for him — for you. Forgive
my willful stupidity. Send me dear Lord as your ser-
vant. Speak to me and through me.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

How continually true it is that my Lord acts and
reacts at just the right time! (1) Make me more and
more willing to do your will as you make it known to
me. (2) When your experiential knowledge is given me
how shall I fully receive it? Help me dear Lord! (3) I
want a very real ‘‘child-like’’ faith or trust in you —
reinforce this desire. (4) I need not be seen — only
you are worthy of such — help me here. (5) There is
nothing unreal in the nature of Jesus — do you
believe this?

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

How well do you speak to me in this text! I am listen-
ing — continue to do so: (1) “Remember what you
said — and I said through you: every day you choose
to do — or no to do my will.”” (2) *“Honor for myself
is your purpose for living.’” (3) *‘Reality is found in
Jesus — in myself — in my word.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

United Arab Emirates — Population: 1,300,000.
Point for prayer: The radical changes of the last iwo
decades have made UAE citizens more cosmopolitan
and open to new ideas. Yet the effects of Islamic fun-
damentalism have increased restrictions on com-
municating the gospel.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

He leadeth me: O blessed thought!
O words with heav’nly comfort fraught!
Whate'er 1 do, where’er 1 be,
Still "tis God’s hand that leadeth me.
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WEEK THREE
—Wednesday—

Apart from you I have no good thing.
In you and from you I am satisfied — I
have all things. Help me to express my

Joy!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Keep me safe, O God, for in you I take refuge. I
said to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord; apart from you I
have no good thing’ *’ (Psa. 16:1,2). Fear is such a
terrible menace! Once we are persuaded that someone
or something is a threat to our physical or emotional
well-being we feel insecure and all of life is less than it
could be. After we have taken all the precautions we
can you are still the only real source of safety. I have
no way of reconciling all of the present acts of
violence with this promise. It is only in the light of
eternity that the scales are balanced. I do hide myself
in your promise of protection. I am glad to affirm
with the psalmist: ““You are my Lord, apart from you
I have no good thing.”” Any and all good things are
from yourself.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

Every good and perfect gift comes from you. Apart
from you I have nothing. I do not at all want to even
form the words: “‘apart from you.” There are many
things men receive apart from you — but none of
them are good. It is a real joy to identify yourself as
the treasure of life. In you and of yourself we have all
things and abound. The real meaning and purpose of
all we have comes from you. How poorly have I ex-
pressed this quality of your nature. I look around me
in this land of abundance and try at the same time to
imagine the “‘third world’’ countries who have so little
of even the necessities of life. Keep me full of ap-
preciation and wonder at your goodness — may it
daily lead me to repentance.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

How I do want to hang on to this life. We never seem

ready to leave. But leave we will one day. The older I
get — at least just now — the more I believe that 1
have something 1 want to say or do before I leave the
scene — the older I am the more safety becomes an
important factor. Dear Lord, I am confessing my own
insecurity and what I see as the reason behind it. I
have sinned in this area of life. I should look at life as
a moment-by-moment experience; it isn’t what I might
do or could do — it is what 7 @am doing now! Am 1
safe now? Am I hidden in you today? Am I presently
enjoying all your good things? Forgive my obvious sin
of anxiety.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Glorious things of Thee are spoke,
Zion, city of our God!

He whose word cannot be broken
Formed Thee for His own abode:
On the Rock of Ages founded,
What can shake Thy sure repose?
With salvation’s walls surrounded,
Thou may’st smile at all Thy foes.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

20¢You are demon-possessed,’’ the crowd answered.
‘““Who is trying to kill you?”

21 Jesus said to them, “‘I did one miracle, and you are
astonished. 2Yet, because Moses gave you circumci-
sion (though actually it did not come from Moses, bul
from the patriarchs), you circumcise a child on the
Sabbath. ®Now if a child can be circumcised on the
Sabbath so that the law of Moses may not be broken,
why are you angry with me for healing the whole man
on the Sabbath? *Stop judging by mere apearances,
and make a right judgment.”’ —John 7:20-24, NIV



READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Jesus knew the hearts of the leaders; he exposed their
motives: “Why are you irying to kill me?’’ For more
than a year, ever since Jesus had made the man whole
at the pool of Siloam, they had sought to kill him. Of
course the crowds in the temple court could see no
evidence of such intentions. There were no soldiers or
cries of vengeance. It is interesting that the crowd
equated demon possession with insanity. Our Lord is
about to demonstrate with marvelous logic just how
far wrong they are. It would seem this one miracle
was remembered above all others — because it was
done on the sabbath day and these men came out sec-
ond best in the contest that ensued. How fragile and
dangerous is the pride of men. A man can do a thou-
sand good things and we remember the one thing we
think he did wrong. God forgive us!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

How easy it is to fall into the trap of legalism. There
is not one opportunity to be thus captured — but
many of them. We (beginning with me) are so prone
to place the emphasis upon the external. Here are
some of my problems: (1) Class procedure: how easy
it is to get so involved with the grading system that I
forget the purpose of the class. We are there to learn
the word of God. Grading was made for the class and
their learning — not the class for grading. (2) Life
relationships: who is right or who is wrong in a thou-
sand little decisions of life? How easy to stumble and
fall into the trap of legalism. What difference does it
make? The purpose of marriage is to teach us
unselfishness and maturity. (3) Finances: does money
use us or do we use money? Until we adopt our
Lord’s attitude here we will be a captive to the love of
money.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that my Lord never answered the
crowd. (2) Thank you for the mind and motive
reading ability of Jesus. (3) Thank you for the use of
logic by my Lord. (4) Thank you that Jesus referred
to a mutual authority for argument — he is teaching
me so much here that relates to the principles of
discussion. (5) Thank you for healing of the whole
man offered by my Lord. (6) Thank you we are told
to ‘‘judge’ — but not merely by appearances. (7)
Thank you that there is One who even now is render-
ing a “‘right judgment’’ of myself. I plead for mercy!

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right
Judgment.’’ 1Is Jesus contradicting what he said in the
sermon on the mount? lLe., ‘“Judge not that you be
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not judged’"? Of course he isn’t! In Matthew 7:1 he is
discussing condemnation or censorious criticism. In
this verse he is asking these men to make an evalua-
tion based on all the evidence. His criticism here has
to do with prejudices. The Pharisees refused to look
at all the facts. These men were seeking to kill him
because they had not looked beneath the surface of the
law to its purpose or spirit. Praise your wonderful
name — there is the ability even in these men to make
a proper judgment — or Jesus would not have asked
them to do it. How I do want to apply every word to
myself.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

Dear Lord, I need the inwardness of these words — I
do not want to be just another one of the unheeding
multitude — I lift up these requests for that purpose:
(1) ““How fragile and dangerous is the pride of men”’
— yea, and | am one of them! What do I remember
about my Lord? (2) Dear Savior — be the Lord of my
classes — the Lord of my home. (3) I am not free —
totally free from the love of money — but I do want
to be! (4) Some questions have no answers that men
will accept — others deserve no answer — dear Lord,
I need your own wisdom in deciding.

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I continue to heed with my heart what you are saying
in these blessed verses: (1) ‘*“You still are responsible
for right judgments.”” (2) *‘I would not ask you to
judge if I did not want you to do it.”” (3) “You will
have an opportunity to use this principle this day.”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

United Kingdom — Population: 56,600,000, of which
England has 83.1%, Scotland 9.2%, Wales 5% and
Northern Ireland 2.7%. Point for praver: The
century-long decline in church membership and atten-
dances is slowing: there is an air of faith and expec-
tancy that the long-awaited revival is round the cor-
ner. May it come!

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Day by day and with each passing moment,
Strength I find to meet my trials here;
Trusting in my Father’s wise bestowment,
I've no cause for warry or for fear.

He whose heart is kind beyond all measure
Gives unto each day what he deems best—
Lovingly, its part of pain and pleasure,
Mingling toil with peace and rest.
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WEEK THREE
—Thursday—

Since 99% of my total existence will be
in the world to come I want to get much
better acquainted with your essential
being. I praise you for this time with
you.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“And I — in righteousness I will see your face; when
I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness™
(Psa. 17:15). The only righteousness I will have — or
anyone else will be that which you have given to me
as a gift because of Calvary. It will be such an exter-
nal joy to know that I am totally right — because of
yvour grace and mercy. Such is what you promise to
everyone. How I long for the release from this body
and the wonder of your eternal presence! It is the
uncertainty of the time, place and method of depar-
ture that bothers me today. I read here that such an
experience will be like opening my eyes from a sound
sleep — even as I did this very morning! What incre-
dible satisfaction I will find with seeing your likeness
— even your Son!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

Most of the above praise is an expression of my own
satisfaction and joy at the thought of awaking in your
eternal likeness. I want to expand on such lovely
thoughts. The satisfaction promised is such an incen-
tive for life today! There are so many questions I can-
not answer here, i.e. with total satisfaction. I am
bothered — as you know dear Lord — with the incre-
dible number of people who have come and gone
from the surface of this planet. Where are they? Since
each of them and all of them are eternal beings they
must be presently conscious in torment or comfort. 1
am so glad 1 will be totally satisfied with the explana-
tion that will be immediately present when I awake in
your likeness. Praise your name!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Whereas [ do think about the life to come it has not

become the preoccupation it ought to be. If this life is
but a vapor — a tale told in the night — a fleeting
moment in the light of eternity — should not much
more of my thought and planning be for heaven? I
believe you have created me — and all men — with
the capacity of enjoying a brand new world — a
bright new heaven. But only now — and briefly at
other times do I arouse my thoughts on this grand
subject. Shock me into an awareness of eternity!
Open the eyes of my understanding to the wide ex-
panse of the spirit-world! Most of all forgive me for
being so dull and blind. I read of the One who is *‘the
express image of your substance’” — even your Son
— how I long — yearn to see him!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Standing on the promises of Christ my King,
Thro’ eternal ages let His praises ring;

Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing
Standing on the promises of God.

Standing, standing,

Standing on the promises of God my Savior;
Standing, standing,

I’'m standing on the promises of God.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

At that point some of the people of Jerusalem began
to ask, ‘‘Isn’t this the man they are trying to kill?
%Here he is, speaking publicly, and they are not say-
ing a word to him. Have the authorities concluded
that he is the Christ? ¥But we know where this man is
from; when the Christ comes, no one will know where
he is from."”

BThen Jesus, still teaching in the temple court, cried
out, ‘““Yes, you know me, and you know where I am



from. I am not here on my own, but he who sent me
is true. You do not know him, ®but I know him
because I am from him and he sent me."”” —John
7:25-29, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

There are three groups of people present: (1) The
pilgrims from a distance who did not know of the
events in the miraculous ministry of our Lord. These
people had not known of the conflict between Jesus
and the Jews. (2) The Jews — i.e., the rulers who were
indeed plotting to kill him. (3) The Jerusalemites, i.e.,
those persons who lived in Judea and were now
attending the feast at Jerusalem. They were all ac-
quainted with the hatred and intrigue involved in the
plot for his life. Such persons are amazed the trap has
not already sprung. The words they spoke broke the
heart of our Lord — i.e. ““‘Have the authorities really
concluded that he is the Christ?’’ Oh, that it were
true!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

How much did they know — and how little did they
know! There was no way of denying the obvious su-
pernaturalness of his whole presence. To look at his
context is to see God. To watch his miracles is to see
the power of God. To listen to his teaching is to hear
the wisdom of God. And yet they were willing to be-
lieve the traditions of these teachers. It was only in
the commentary comment on the scriptures that such
a thought as his mysterious appearance or disappear-
ance was found. How sad that they would use these
words! **We know when the Christ comes no one will
know where he is from.’”” When his star appeared
even Herod found out from where the Christ would
come. Give me the wisdom from above.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you Jesus was a teacher — oh how I want
to learn from him. (2) Thank you for the ironic sharp
words of my Lord: ** Yes, you know me?’' Dear Lord,
I do. (3) Thank you I can answer ‘‘yes, yes’’ to this
pungent question: ‘Do you know where I am from?"’
— yea from God! (4) Thank you that I can read these
words as if 1 had never seen them before: *‘I am not
here on my own." (5) Thank you for the opening of
reality in these words: **. . . but he who sent me is
true.”” (6) Thank you for the sharp separation of
those who know and those who do not. (7) Thank
you I can know because 1 want to.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

.. ubut I know him because I am from him and he
sent me.”” How could we find a clearer statement of

47

our Lord’s deity? Jesus knew God in the intimate
relationship of not only Father and Son, but because
he was One with the Father. He knew and shared the
purpose of the Father and therefore he came to this
earth in the form of a man. How shall I ever fully ap-
preciate all this one verse means? If I should live a
thousand life times and express myself in praise every
day I should never be able to use enough superlatives!
I do want to raise my heart in my words in wonder
and praise for the love and mercy I see in my Father’s
sending and my Lord’'s coming!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

How is it that so often those who should know the
most know the least? No one — I mean NO ONE
could be neutral with Jesus! I want to renew my rela-
tionship with him: (1) We must — and will kill him or
worship him — may | die that he may live. (2) I know
he is the Christ! I am convinced — help me to share
this knowledge! (3) 1 look up into the lovely canopy
of the space you have created — you have come from
the “third heaven' — the exalted ruler and creator of
all — teach me — speak to me dear Lord! I am listen-
ing. (4) You see all in total reality — i.e. everything in
perfect balance — perfect agreement — I rest in your
knowledge not mine. Deepen this rest!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Continue to speak to me: (1) ““My Son knew me as |
knew him — equal knowledge — and in purpose.
What does this say to you?'' (2) “*Christmas happens
every morning.” (3) ** Joy to the world’ is the
message | taught the angels to sing.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

United Kingdom — Point for prayer: Traumatic
social change, increasing violence and the breakdown
of moral standards before the tide of secular human-
ism has shocked many to realize that something has
gone seriously wrong. Pray that millions may yield to
him!

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home!

Beneath the shadow of Thy throne
Still may we dwell secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defense is sure.
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WEEK THREE
—Friday—

As much as I do love you it is but a
poor reflection of your love for me.
Just now I want to increase the strength
of my love for you.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“I love you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my
rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my
rock, in whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the
horn of my salvation, my stronghold”’ (Psa. 18:1,2).
It is so good to come before you in adoration and
praise. I want to say from the depths of my whole
heart, “‘I love you, O Lord, . . ."” Not just for
deliverance but because of yourself! You are indeed
my strength — on a Tuesday morning after such a
strenuous weekend of teaching and preaching and
traveling I can put real meaning into the fact that you
are indeed my strength. You are the one immovable
factor in my life — ““my rock.’’ Praise your name!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

As I lift my heart to you in praise I first want to in-
clude all men in my adoration — just here I want to
be as personal as I can. You are not only the One in
whom [ can hide — find escape — protection — secu-
rity — but out of such a fortress comes a wonderful
Deliverer! How I want to use the descriptions of John
on Patmos as he saw your Son riding forth as the
King of Kings and Lord of Lords. In the millions and
millions of books sold today the one large attraction
is escape! Men find a refuge today in sex — in money
— in food — even in hard rock music or drugs. Man
is created by you to seek refuge. Our rock, our refuge
— our hiding place is in yourself!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

It is easy to remember how often I have sought an
escape or protection in something else than yourself.
How much poorer I am for the attempt! How stupid
of me. If I were not deceived I would never have done

it. The strength of my salvation is in you. You are not
only my salvation, you are the strength of it. If you
had not sought me in the person of your Son I would
never have been saved. I purpose to every day — day
after day, after day to impress upon my heart my
need of you and your Son — in every area of my life.
I promise to run day by day into my stronghold, even
yourself, and stay there!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

I need Thee ev’'ry hour,
Most gracious Lord;

No tender voice like Thine
Can peace afford.

I need Thee, O I need Thee;
Ev’ry hour I need Thee!

O bless me now, my Savior:
I come to Thee!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a
hand on him, because his time had not yet come.
318till, many in the crowd put their faith in him. They
said, ‘“When the Christ comes, will he do more
miraculous signs than this man?”’

3The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such
things about him. Then the chief priests and the
Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest him.

33Jesus said, ‘I am with you for only a short time,
and then I go to the one who sent me. *You will look
for me, but you will not find me; and where I am,
you cannot come.”’

3The Jews said to one another, ‘“Where does this
man intend to go that we cannot find him? Will he go
where our people live scattered among the Greeks,



and teach the Greeks? ¥What did he mean when he
said, ‘You will look for me, but you will not find
me,”’ and ‘“Where I am, you cannot come’?”” —John
7:30-36, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

The more I read and meditate on these beautiful
verses the more | appreciate your dear Son and your
wonderful self! Why didn’t the authorities arrest Jesus
and throw him in jail? Why do not events of history
occur sooner or later than they do? It is nof idle to
ask such a question. It is because you have decided
such an event will not happen at this time or will hap-
pen at another time. From man’s viewpoint someone
will call this fatalism — from your perspective it is
but the working out of your plan — thank you! What
an encouragement that some in the crowd read aright
the signs set up by your Son and bought his product
— even his Messiahship.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Even though the crowd believed it was a superficial
belief. In only a few months they would cry ““crucify
him.”” The crowds on the shores of Galilee who ate
the loaves and fish also believed — but they were
soon returning home to their old life rather than
following your Son — signs by themselves say very lit-
tle — like the billboard on the highway they only
carry a picture of the real thing!

Action must be taken. Talk in the temple courts about
a present Messiah can not go unchallenged. The
Pharisees and the chief priests — who were Sadducees
— could agree on one thing: they must stop Jesus of
Nazareth.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the wonderful message my Lord
left in the short time he was with us. (2) Thank you
for the clear statement that he was sent from heaven.
(3) Thank you for the constant repeated promise that
Jesus would return to heaven and his Father. (4)
Thank you for the understanding my Lord had (and
does now have) of the hearts of all men. (5) Thank
you that Jesus shut the door of heaven for some peo-
ple — or did they shut it themselves? (6) Thank you
for the candid honesty of John as he tells us of the
disbelief of these Jews. (7) Thank you that my Lord
left such an example of his methods of teaching.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“I am with you for only a short time, and then I go
to the one who sent me.’” What a true yet complete
statement of your mission to our planet. What a
short, short time it was! We all would like to have
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shared the silent years in the carpenter’s shop. Indeed
we would want a complete account of your childhood
and teenage years. What of the events from twenty to
thirty? How precious do the three years of service
become! Somehow we are told by such a short so-
journ that life here is very important — but not at all
the real world. How I do long for the world to come!
I want to be with the One who so loved our world
that he sent his only begotten Son to save us.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I want to relive these verses through my own ex-
perience — I lift up these requests with this thought in
mind: (1) I rest my hours — days — and years in
your hand — keep me aware of your direction — at
rest in the fact of your leading. (2) I want to review
and re-read the accounts of your son’s miracles —
how refreshing! Thank you — renew this experience
as I need it. (3) May I contribute to the unrest of
those who reject your Son — that they might be
saved. (4) I am so glad I too am on my way back to
the ONE who has sent me — give me the confidence I
see in Jesus,

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Surely just now you will reach my conscience: (1)
““Some men are not happy until they are confused —
this is Satan’s work — do not be surprised.’ (2)
“Your time is short even if you live another 20 years
— use it for me: I gave it all to you.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

United Kingdom — Point for prayer: There is a new
confidence among evangelical believers. Decline is
predominantly in non-evangelical congregations.
Liberal theological institutions are nearly empty, and
evangelical ones full to overflowing. An increasing
minority of ministers in the Anglican Church and
Church of Scotland are committed Evangelicals.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

The Lord's my Shepherd,
I'll not want.
He makes me down to lie
In pastures green;
He leadeth me
The quiet waters by.
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WEEK THREE
—Saturday—

The verb “‘call’ as related to yourself is
a continuing active verb. I must keep on
calling to be heard. Only with this at-
titude can I handle your answer. I con-
tinue my call to you.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“I call to the Lord, who is worthy of praise, and I am
saved from my enemies. . . . In my distress I called to
the Lord; I cried to my God for help. From his tem-
ple he heard my voice; my cry came before him, into
his ears”” (Psa. 18:3,6). A marvelous privilege is mine
each day. To lift my heart to you in praise for your
very self! In these two beautiful verses are the follow-
ing attributes of yourself: (1) You hear me when I
call. (2) You understand all languages better than
those who speak them. (3) You are so very worthy of
praise. (4) You appreciate our adoration — i.e. you
are pleased with our feeble efforts. (5) You see my
danger and respond to my call for help. (6) You have
various ways of saving me from my enemies. (7) You
know my enemy better than I do.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

What is said here by this servant can be said by all
your servants. (1) You see and know and understand
so well my distress. Indeed the motives and reasons
for such distress are all read by you. (2) You will not,
and do not reprove me for calling upon you. You
surely have many reasons to reject my call — but you
do not. (3) I do not define the help you will send to
me. You know much better than I do what help to
send. (4) You live in a world removed — and vet in-
volved with this one. It can be described as “‘a tem-
ple.”” (5) My individual need and rquest is heard
and answered by you. In all these ways | praise you!
How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

In all these same ways I can and do confess my sin
before you: (1) I do not even want to call — I doubt
that you hear — or care. Terrible! — but true —

forgive me. (2) There have been so many needs I
struggled with alone and you heard no words directed
to you. (3) I have praised others and myself when you
are the reason for praise. (4) I have endured and suf-
fered the dangers of Satan and complained instead of
calling to you for help. (5) I have devised my own
ways instead of asking you. (6) I ignored the enemy
and was beaten. (7) I focus on the distress and forget
the One who knows better than I my need. (8) I only
call upon you for emergencies — forgive me! Forgive
me!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

I stand all amazed at the love Jesus offers me,
Confused at the grace that so fully He proffers me;
I tremble to know that for me He was crucified—
That for me, a sinner, He suffered,

He bled, and died.
Oh, it is wonderful that He should care for me,
Enough to die for me!
Oh, it is wonderful, wonderful to me!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

30n the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus
stood and said in a loud voice, *‘If a man is thirsty,
let him come to me and drink. ¥Whoever believes in
me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water
will flow from within him.’”’ 3By this he meant the
Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to
receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given,
since Jesus had not yet been glorified. —John
7:37-39, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Dear Father, I shall never be able to enter fully into



the meaning of these precious words. Just when and
where — and why did your Son cry with a loud
voice? Was it as the water was drawn from the pool
of Siloam to be carried to the altar in a golden pitch-
er? The words of your prophet Isaiah seem alto-
gether appropriate: ““With joy shall you draw water
out of the wells of salvation® (Isa. 12:3), Was it as
the priests stooped down to take this water that Jesus
cried with a loud voice all could hear? Since all men
thirst and the invitation is to all men we all want to
drink. Our drinking is our believing. Bless the Lord,
oh my soul!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Since our thirst is continual the drinking must also be
continual. The tragic mistake I have made is assuming
that one drink would last a lifetime. I must keep on
drinking. He is the great Spring and from him flow
the rivers of living water. John identifies the power of
the flow of this water — even the blessed Holy Spirit!
Indeed he came to glorify my Lord. The waters of sal-
vation are within me. I have drunk of the water he
has given me and it has become a stream of water.
But this relationship musr be sustained. It is good to
see here the clear indication that the Holy Spirit was
to be given after my Lord’s ascension at your right
hand. Indeed the first act upon his return to his glory
(John 17:1-5) was to send the Holy Spirit (Acts
2:32,33).

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for this great feast and its meaning. (2)
Thank you Jesus wanted everyone to hear these beau-
tiful words — so he spoke in a loud voice. (3) Thank
you the invitation is for everyone. (4) Thank you we
must be thirsty before we will come. (5) Thank you
the conditions for drinking are to believe. (6) Thank
you for the unqualified promise of streams of living
water within me. (7) Thank you for the examples in
the Acts account of such persons who received the
Holy Spirit.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“Up to that time the Holy Spirit had not been given,
since Jesus had not yet been glorified.”’ Our Lord
prayed: ‘‘Father, the time has come. Glorify your
Son, that your Son may glorify you. . . . And now,
Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory 1
had with you before the world began' (John 17:1,5).
Peter preached on Pentecost: “‘Exalted to the right
hand of God (or glorified), he has received from the
Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out
what you now see and hear’’ (Acts 2:33). How reas-
suring to know the Comforter has come. Welcome
Holy Spirit to residence in my body! I know you will
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express yourself through my heart, i.e. my mind, will,
emotions and conscience. Since you are just like Jesus
in nature I want to be filled with you.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

If ever I could pray it is in the face of these numerous
verses — I gladly lift up these requests: (1) Make
drinking — and believing parallel in my heart! (2)
Since my thirst is continual my drinking (an action)
must be continual — oh, give this meaning to my
believing! (3) Jesus said he was the well NOT the
scriptures — but not without the scriptures — lead me
to him! (4) The power of the flow is the Holy Spirit
— Lord, I believe — help the reality of my belief! (5)
““Spring up oh well within my soul — spring up oh
well and make me whole!”" (6) The Comforter has
come — and he hasn’t come — not until such words
are personal. I want this to happen!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

This has been one blessed time — how glad 1 am to
open yet again my heart — speak to me: (1) “My
whole purpose is fulfilled when 1: walk with you —
eat with you and sleep with you." (2) ‘‘Please, please
think deeply about what I have just said to you.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

USA — Population: 238,900,000. Point for prayer:
The vitality, diversity and size of Christian organiza-
tions and activities defy a detailed description. Many
generalizations have to be made! How much we need
to pray for this nation and its leaders. The resources
of the USA are of such vital significance for the
world and its evangelization.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not:
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I scc;

All T have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
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WEEK FOUR
—Sunday—

In the battle of life you have made some
wonderful provisions and promises. In
the closet of worship I can — and do —
claim every one!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“You, O Lord, keep my lamp burning; my God turns
my darkness into light. With your help I can advance
against a troop or can run through a barricade; with
my God I can scale a wall'’ (Psa. 18:28,29). The im-
agery of a battle is very strong in this psalm. In the
midst of the darkness of the battlefield you keep the
flickering lamp burning. Indeed you do! I am right
now on the field of battle. It is only your dear self
that can keep my heart aflame with hope and peace.
There have been so many dark situations — I had one
but yesterday — that you have turned into light.
Praise your name! How many barricades have been
broken through because of your strength? More than
I can count or know!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

Dear Lord, my intentions (as you know better than I)
are to represent who you are to all men — potentially
and actually. I do believe all these wonderful relation-
ships can be mine right now! There are some very
high walls for me to scale. I look up at them — I ask
for your strength and agility. What wonderful pro-
mises! 1 want to look behind the promises to the One
who makes them. (1) You can and do keep my love
and joy and peace burning brightly in the lamp of my
heart — therefore you are love and joy and peace. (2)
You illumine the darkness of my understanding
therefore you are the total source of light and
knowledge. (3) You break down barriers therefore you
are absolute energy. (4) You can enable me to scale
the highest wall therefore you see on both sides of
that wall and can lift me up and over. Glory to your
name!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Dear Lord, the light in my lamp has surely been
about blown out many times. It takes oil to sustain
the fire. I have been so neglectful of the fuel supply
— i.e. your wonderful word and communion with
you. But, as you know I do have a strong desire to
have oil in my lamp. It is only as I sit in darkness
before you and open my heart in praise that I can and
do see a great light. How many barricades have
turned me aside as if they were an impenetrable wall.
You can see right through them! You can see on both
sides of them. You can lead me through or over them.
Bless your name. Forgive the many times when I have
forgotten these wonderful promises!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

What a wonderful change in my life has been wrought
Since Jesus came into my heart!
I have light in my soul for which long I had sought,
Since Jesus came into my heart!
Since Jesus came into my heart,
Since Jesus came into my heart,
Floods of joy o'er my soul
like the sea billows roll,
Since Jesus came into my heart.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

90n hearing his words, some of the people said,
*Surely this man is the Prophet."”

“10thers said, ‘*He is the Christ.

Still others asked, ‘‘How can the Christ come from
Galilee? “Does not the Scripture say that the Christ
will come from David's family and from Bethlehem,
the town where David lived?"’ *Thus the people were
divided because of Jesus. “Some wanted to seize him,



but no one laid a hand on him. —John 7:40-44, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

The timing of Jesus® words had much to do with the
response of the people. I am trying to project myself
back into the circumstances of these words. The
whole ceremony was full of solemnity and meaning.
To hear a loud voice in the midst of the pouring of
the water on the altar from the golden pitcher with
these words: ““If @ man is thirsty, let him come ro me
and drink’’ would be a shock indeed! But then to turn
and see the man who said them. His presence of
serenity and authority — the perfect appropriateness
of his words — their deep meaning. All of this and
more sparked an emotional outburst from the crowd
of: ““Surely this man is the Prophet.”’ Others said,
““He is the Christ*'!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

I have attempted, quite unsuccessfully, to see and
hear as the worshipers did on that ‘“‘great day of the
feast.”” At least the crowds knew the scriptures even if
they did not know your Son. How tragically true this
is of so many of us. Until I have integrated your word
with and in your Son [ really do not know anything
— at least as I ought to know it. If I will only open
my inner ear to hear him I will be as impressed as the
temple guards. Yea, more so — because I know more
about him than they did. How wonderfully good it is
that I can spend much time with him — I can stay at
his feet until I see and hear Jesus only!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that no one could be really neutral
once they saw and heard your Son. (2) Thank you
that he was indeed ‘‘the Prophet’ of whom Moses
spoke. (3) Thank you he was the anointed of yourself.
(4) Thank you he came from Galilee — and he didn’t
come from Galilee. (5) Thank you he was of the royal
lineage of David’s seed as to the outward man. (6)
Thank you that he was (and is) your Son and yourself
on the inside. (7) Thank you that no one in heaven or
hell can lay a hand on him and live.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““Some wanted to seize him, but no one laid a hand
on him.”” There was something awesome in the
presence of Jesus. It is in John's gospel we especially
receive this impression. Our Lord knew who he was
and where and why he was going! Even when men
hated him they were afraid to say so. When men had
the authority and the men to do the job they were
afraid to arrest him. There was something wonderful-
ly intimidating about Jesus. No one records a halo or
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some supernatural aura about him. It was in his eyes
— in his personality — it was God present in human
form. It was only after men fell physically prostrate
before him that Jesus presented himself to them as
their prisoner. How is it we do not fall often before
him in wonder and praise?

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

We are back now to the ordinary — or subordinary
— it is here I need to pray even more effectively. (1) I
have some balance in a knowledge of your Son and
the seriptures — but T want MUCH MORE. (2) Open
my inner ear to hear his voice crying, ‘‘If any man
(this means me) thirst let him come 7o me and drink.”’
— 1 must camp by the well. (3) The Prophet is speak-
ing to me — of whom Moses said — *‘everyone who
does not hearken to that prophet shall be utterly
destroyed’’ — dear Lord I hear you! (4) I bow before
my King — your King — the King of heaven.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

While 1 am thus prostrate before you what do you say
to me? (1) ‘“*As you see, I can and do work through
ignorant, imperfect people.” (2) *‘1 know who | am
— my future — do you? You can — you should.” (3)
“Look to me — I am looking at you — into you.”'

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

USA — Point for prayer: There is much for which to
praise God in this great country. A religious awaken-
ing has been gaining momentum since the mid-1970’s.
Young people are in the forefront. A strong reaction
is developing against drug abuse, pornography, per-
missive legislation, abortion and crime.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

When morning gilds the skies
My heart awaking cries,
May Jesus Christ be praised;
Alike at work and prayer
To Jesus I repair:

May Jesus Christ be praised.

In heav'n’s eternal bliss
The sweetest strain is this,
May Jesus Christ be praised;
Let earth and sea and sky
From depth to height reply,
May Jesus Christ be praised!
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WEEK FOUR
—Monday—

What great concern you do have for
each one of us! I want to return your
concern just here and now. You merit
all the reverence I can give. Help me to
improve in my worship!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

““The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the
heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving
light to the eyes. The fear of the Lord is pure, endur-
ing forever’’ (Psa. 19:8,9). Such beautiful characteris-
tics of yourself are seen in these words! You want
man to be confident and assured of his way therefore
you give him your precepts. Since all your words
perfectly match the circumstances of life we have a
solid joy in applying them. You want to illumine
man’s mind — therefore you give us your command-
ments to open up vistas of thought we could never
otherwise have. Praise your name — you are so full
of concern for all of us.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
Yyour own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

There never will be a time when my awe or reverence
for you has lost its meaning, i.e. from your perspec-
tive. I could often be carried away to lesser things —
but your awesomeness never changes. | understand
the word “‘pure’’ to mean whole or complete and
therefore eternal — there is no need for reevaluation
of yourself — you will always be the One almighty
God! If I respond in reverence before you — or if 1
do not, you are yet the same. How wonderful is this
thought about you! I want to honor you in the
depths of my heart. Thank you for joy and light and
reverence.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

If your precepts are so right how is it 1 have not at
least memorized every one of them? What ones I have
memorized (and also applied to my life) have given
great, great joy to my mind — will — and conscience.
Why haven’t | committed the rest to memory? There is

no need of excusing myself — I am wrong and the
loser in this — forgive me. Two or three verses per
day would easily have given me in the past 40 years
all your precepts in at least my mind. If 1 want the
eyes of my heart enlightened how is it I have not
opened your word as one opens food when he is
hungry? It is because I have not been that interested
— forgive me. If there is a great all-powerful eternal
God who will judge the living and the dead how is it I
am not often before him in prayer? The incongruity
of what we believe and what we do is amazing!
Forgive me!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Come, Thou almighty King,
Help us Thy name to sing.
Help us to praise!

Father all-glorious,

O’er all victorious,

Come and reign over us,
Ancient of Days!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

“Finally the temple guards went back to the chief
priests and Pharisees, who

asked them, ““Why didn’t you bring him in?"’

4“No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the
guards declared.

47“You mean he has deceived you also?’’ the
Pharisees retorted. “*‘‘Has any of the rulers or of the
Pharisees put his trust in him? “No! But this mob
that knows nothing of the law — there is a curse on
them."'

S'Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who
was one of their own number, asked, 3'*‘Does our law



condemn a man without first hearing him to find out
what he is doing?"’

5'They replied, ‘‘Are you from Galilee, too? Look in-
to it, and you will find that a prophet does not come
out of Galilee.”” —John 7:45-52, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

This is one amazing text. How I do want to even now
carry it to you in prayer. Open up my mind that I
might think your thoughts after you. The temple
guards had been sent earlier to arrest my Lord. They
were sent by the chief priests (who were Sadducees)
and the Pharisees. These men could unite in their op-
position to Jesus. How awesome is the sin of jealousy
or envy. Guard my heart against this sin. Dear Lord,
I like them might fall into it and call it something
else. I am so glad for the temple guards’ honesty. I do
expect to meet at least one of them when I am trans-
lated into your presence. These men really listened
and learned. How I want to do the same.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

How could these Pharisees be so blind? Ah, it is not
difficult! When other things demand our attention —
when we have our living in an area not approved by
our Lord, we can easily shut our ears to what he says.
At the same time there must have been something
special about these men. Representatives of their
group followed our Lord throughout his ministry, and
yet they did not hear, they did not see. What was very
special about these men was their audacity in assum-
ing authority they did not have. Since the rulers of
their number did not believe Jesus was right, Jesus
was not right. Never mind a personal evaluation. Dear
Lord, deliver me!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that John's gospel teaches me — and
all men — to form my own decision about your Son.
(2) Thank you for Nicodemus for his honesty. (3)
Thank you for the courage and love of Nicodemus.
(4) Thank you for the temple guards who were also
fair in their evaluation of Jesus. (5) Thank you we
can see in the Pharisees and Sadducees just how far
prejudice can carry us. (6) Thank you that I can listen
again every day to the man who spake as never
another man spoke. (7) Thank you that I know who
deceives.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“Look into it and you will find that a prophet (or the
Prophet) does not come out of Galilee.”’ Didn’t these
men know Jesus was born in Bethlehem? If they did
they are the deceivers. It is quite possible this is true.
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If the Prophet was to be the Liberator of the Jews
from Roman bondage (as these men thought) then he
would include Galilee in his conquest. The tragic fact
is that these men were so divided among themselves
and so full of their own interests that they would
never agree on a Messiah regardless of his geographic
origin. Do they sound anything like our religious
leaders of today? Do they sound like some men in
charge of any local congregations of my acquain-
tance? Do they sound like the contradictory and
faithless ideas that sometimes fill my head?

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

Just now my need for lifting my heart to you in peti-
tions is upon me — [ ask for your answers in these re-
quests: (1) Give me the willingness to listen and listen
again to what my Lord says to my conscience. (2) All
of the constant contact with the Pharisees — it is
there for a purpose — what are you teaching me
here? (3) Perhaps you are saying it is possible to be
blind and deaf and not know it — is this what you
are saying? (4) I want to be your Nicodemus for to-
day — show me how.

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Continue your ministry to my conscience: (1) “Do not
assume you know anything as you ought to know it
— I alone have that prerogative.”’ (2) ‘‘Are you really
ready to face the real issues — or do you sidestep?”’
(3) “‘It is better to let me be true if all men are liars.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

USA — Point for prayer: The potential perils of the
resurgence of evangelicalism are matters to turn into
prayer. a) Popularity can lower spiritual standards. b)
Political power should be exercised with sensitivity. It
would be tragic to taint the purity of the gospel with
political scandal. ¢) Christian leaders with high moral
principles are needed.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Fairest Lord Jesus! Ruler of all nature!
O Thou of God and man the Son!
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor,
Thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown.

Fair are the meadows, Fairer still the woodlands,
Robed in the blomming garb of spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,

Who makes the woeful heart to sing.
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WEEK FOUR
—Tuesday—

I do not want to sin — but I do. Who
indeed can discern his errors? I am glad
Sor this time of cleansing and refresh-
ment. I enter in with joy!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden
Saults, Keep your servant also from willful sins; may
they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, inno-
cent of great transgression’’ (Psa. 19:12,13). In-
trospection as related to the reasons for sin is a
fruitless effort. If we really want to stop sinning it is
an inspection of your heart that gives us deliverance.
Blessed be your name forever! The motivation for sin
is so interlaced with the circumstances of life that it is
easy to excuse ourselves. We all can rationalize our
sin out of existence — but it really never leaves. How
I with all men pray David’s prayer: ‘‘Keep your ser-
vant . . . from willful sins.”’ It is a strong help to
know that personal worship answers this prayer. To
establish an intimacy with you each day is to ultimate-
ly keep me from willful sin.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I want to review the qualities of yourself I see in these
verses: (1) Dear Lord, only you can show me the
motive behind my sin. And if you chose to keep the
motives concealed your total cleansing forgiveness will
make such an explanation unnecessary. (2) You see all
and know all and forgive all — how wondecrful! (3)
You have a personal investment and interest in all
your servants — but just here in this one unworthy
servant. (4) You can rule over me — or sin will rule
over me. There is no way I can rule my life — I am
no match for Satan or yourself — but I CAN
CHOOSE who will rule over me. Having made the
choice I will accept the rulership. I want you as my
Lord!

CONFESSION OF SIN

There have been times when at least the potential of
“‘great transgression’’ i.e. abandonment to sin has
been present. It was because of hidden faults that

became willful sins. Dear Lord, I do not want to take
even the first step. Right here and right now I want to
open up every hidden room of my heart and ask for
the cleansing of the light of your word — the
forgiveness of the blood of your Son. I know if I
keep the doors open to all rooms you will keep me
from willful sin. For the times when I have been
stupidly secretive forgive me. 1 know what it feels like
to have sin rule over me — [ want none of it! I am
glad to yield my will to you!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Have Thine own way, Lord,

Have Thine own way!

Search me and try me, Master, today!
Whiter than snow, Lord,

Wash me just now,

As in Thy presence humbly 1 bow.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

S3Then they all left, each to his own home.

But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. *At dawn
8 he appeared again in the temple court, where all
the people gathered around him, and he sat down to
teach them. *The teachers of the law and the
Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery.
They made her stand before the group and ‘said to
Jesus, ‘““Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of
adultery. *In the law Moses commanded us to stone
such women, Now what do you say?’’ ‘They were us-
ing this question as a trap, in order to have a basis
for accusing him. )
But Jesus bent down and started to write on the
ground with his finger. "When they kept on question-
ing him, he straightened up and said to them, *‘If any
one of you is without sin, let him begin stoning her.”’
8Again he stooped and wrote on the ground.



YAt this, those who heard began to go away one at a
time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left,
with the woman still standing there. ""Jesus straight-
ened up and asked her, **“Woman, where are they?
Has no one condemned you?"

¥No one, sir,"” she said.

““Then neither do I condemn you,’’ Jesus declared.
““Go now and leave your life of sin.”" —John
7:53-8:11, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

I have read and reread every word to yourself and for
my own heart. (I am not at all unaware of the discus-
sion concerning the omission of these verses.) I want
to learn from these wonderful words.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

When the temple police failed to bring back the
prisoner the council broke up and went home. Where
did my Lord sleep that night? Was it on the hard
ground of Gethsemane’s garden? Or did he find a bed
in the house of Mary, Martha and Lazarus? Perhaps
he prayed all night. It was early in the morning when
he came again into the temple. Is this the day after
the feast or is this a **flash-back’’ on the part of the
writer? Or this becomes the first incident in “‘the last
day of the feast””? Soon there is a commotion not far
from where our Lord has seated himself. The scribes
and Pharisees are leading (or driving) a woman into
his presence. We would not attempt to describe her
appearance since the writer does not do so, but she is
embarrassed beyond words. It would seem her case
was entirely hopeless. But not with our Lord!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank vou that the case is so clear cut since we
are all just that guilty and in need of forgiveness. (2)
Thank you that the man was not present (or was he?)
so there would be no argument. (3) Thank you that
the woman was placed in the very presence of Jesus
— it is there we can find our help. (4) Thank you that
we do not know what our Lord wrote on the ground
— since each of us can have him write whatever most
helps us. (5) Thank you for the insistence of these
hypocrites — this is just the attitude we all have from
time to time. (If some reader is offended, please know
I am writing this in the presence of my Lord for
myself.) (6) Thank you for Deuteronomy 17:7 which
says: “The hand of the witnesses shall be first upon
him to put him (her) to death, and afterward the hand
of the people.”” What a sharp two-edged sword did
my Lord thrust into their heart! (7) Thank you my
Lord can forgive sin without giving us the least excuse
for continuing in it.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!
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READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“. .. Woman, where are thev? Did no man condemn
thee? And she answered, no man, Lord. And Jesus
said, Neither do I condemn thee; go thy way; from
henceforth sin no more.”” There are several helpful
facts revealed in this incident: (1) The scribes and
Pharisees were far more interested in trapping Jesus
than exacting justice in regard to the woman. (2)
These men were sensitive to the law — when they
recognized Jesus had used their own law against them
they accepted it. (3) Our Lord never ignored the
woman’s guilt — it was the condemnation he set aside
in favor of forgiveness. (4) Jesus produced the
strongest motive for overcoming sin — love and mer-
cy.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

Perhaps these verses speak to one of the largest —
most felt needs of my heart. I lift up these requests
out of my need: (1) My Lord had no home — is this
also true today? My heart is worse than the stable in
which you were born — but you are welcome here!
And what a change is wrought! (2) How is it that we
have at least in USA such an oversensitve interest in
sex sins? It is because such relates to our essential be-
ing. Dear Lord — write upon my heart! (3) Teach me
yet once again that NO ONE at ANY TIME will ever
trap my Lord in his words! (4) I need the stones —
not to throw them — deliver me!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Truly, truly you have my attention — speak to my
deepest need: (1) *“Where are your accusers? I do not
accuse you — why should you accuse yourself?’’ (2)
““Not continuing in sin is not only a possibility — it is
my will for your liberty!”’ (3) *‘I love you — I have
many like you — I love all of you.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

USA — Point for prayer: The black community
numbers 27,263,000. Many live in the centers of the
great cities. Unemployment, poverty, frustration,
broken homes and one-parent families are tragically
common.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

I will sing the wondrous story
Of the Christ who died for me,
How he left His home in glory

For the cross of Calvary.
Yes, I'll sing the wondrous story
Of the Christ who died for me,
Sing it with the saints in glory,

Gathered by the crystal sea.
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WEEK FOUR
—Wednesday—

How good and pleasant it is to worship
you! Open my heart to your Word and
yourself. Thank you for the opportuni-
ty to praise you!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

““May the words of my mouth and the meditation of
my heart be pleasing in your sight O Lord, my Rock
and my Redeemer’’ (Psa. 19:14), This verse is very
familiar to me — and to many others. How shall we
lift up praise to you from it? That we are speaking
animals is a true source of praise. Of course I use the
word ‘“‘animals’’ only in relation to our bodies. But
you have given to us alone of all your creation the
ability to speak. We above all are created as spirit be-
ings in your image. Out of the meditation of our
heart come the words of our mouth. How I praise
you it is possible to contemplate your greatness and
goodness and almost involuntarily speak of these
qualities.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I am deeply impressed that it is possible to please you.
Your pleasure in our thoughts and words is not at all
of the condescending variety we find among ourselves.
Your pleasure in us is like yourself — pure and
whole. Wonder of wonders! Praise your name! In
order to meditate something about yourself must
catch my interest and hold it. Surely there are many
such areas of interest. I could make a Bible Dic-
tionary or Encyclopedia my constant companion and
have enough resources for many days. The three attri-
butes of yourself in this verse are: (1) Lord — 1 am in
the constant process of learning the full meaning of
this name. (2) Rock — solid — massive — a source of
shade. (3) Redeemer — 1 am so glad you paid the ran-
som price for me — and all men,

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Why is it the words of my mouth are many times

totally unacceptable to you? It is because of my
wrong meditation. When I am caught up in the
maelstrom of this world the words of my mouth
reflect such a condition. A choice can be made along
the way that I will not place myself in such a position
again. It is too bad everyday is not Sunday — it can
be! We can choose to read a book of devotion or in-
spiration instead of looking at TV — we can lift our
hearts in songs of praise. We can study your word
every day just for our heart’s meditation. I am talking
about myself and my own needs. Forgive me and help
me.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

All the way my Savior leads me:
What have I to ask beside?

Can 1 doubt his tender mercy,

Who through life has been my Guide?
Heav'nly peace, divinest comfort,
Here by faith in Him to dwell!

For I know, whate’er befall me,

Jesus doeth all things well;

For I know, whate’er befall me,

Jesus doeth all things well.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayver song.

HIS WORD

2When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I
am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of
life.”

3The Pharisees challenged him, ‘‘Here you are, ap-
pearing as your own witness; your testimony is not
valid.”

“Jesus answered, ‘‘Even if I testify in my own behalf,
my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from
and where I am going. But you have no idea where I
come from and where I am going. "You judge by



human standards; I pass judgment on no one. “But if
I do judge, my decisions are right, because I am not
alone. I stand with the Father who sent me. "In your
own Law it is written that the testimony of two men
is valid. "I am one who testifies for myself; my other
witness is the one who sent me — the Father.”

“Then they asked him, **Where is your father?”’
*you do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied.
“If you knew me, you would know my Father also.”
*"He spoke these words while teaching in the temple
area near the place where the offerings were put. Yet
no one seized him, because his time had not yet come.
—John 8:12-20, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

I do want to sit at Jesus’ feet and receive with
meekness his words that are able to save my whole
life. Perhaps the lighting of the immense candelabras
in the temple at this Feast of the Tabernacles related
to our Lord’s description of himself. He is the light to
lead the whole world out of the darkness and wilder-
ness into which they like sheep had wandered. Our
Lord as rhe light becomes also the life. Such gran-
diose claims would not go unchallenged. How sad it
was that some men would not or could not listen or
see. Jesus was an ambassador from another country
— his witness therefore represented the king of that
country who was God.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text, Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Lest I become like the Pharisees I want to open my
eyes — my heart to him. Since these men did not
know Jesus was here from another world they did not
identify his words as representing the authority of the
One who had sent him. Dear Lord, I do! My Lord
didn’t come to judge but to save — however, when-
ever he did judge it was (and is) always right. Indeed
his very words formed the basis of his authority.
What an awesome claim: ‘I stand with the Father
who sent me.”” Were these men as dense in their un-
derstanding as they appear — or were they just ignor-
ing our Lord’s claim as the Messiah? In either case I
do not want to be like them.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the wonderful Light of my world.
(2) Thank you I need never, never walk in darkness —
he is the light for all of life all the time. (3) Thank
you I can accept as wholly valid the testimony of
heaven’s ambassador. (4) Thank you I know where I
came from and where I am going. (5) Thank you my
Lord’s primary purpose was to save — not to judge.
(6) Thank you for the plain claim to equality with
God made here by Jesus. (7) Thank that I can know
you through knowing your Son.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!
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""He spoke these words while teaching in the temple
area near the place where the offerings were put.”
This seems to be a favorite spot for our Lord's ap-
pearance in the temple. He was here when the widow
gave her memorable gift. We are told the treasury ac-
tually consisted of only thirteen receptacles fastened
to the wall of the council chamber. Inside this room
the members of the Sanhedrin met. It was barely pos-
sible that these men could have heard the voice of our
Lord as he taught in the temple. There are two things
that identify our devotion: our prayers and our
money. Our thirst for our Lord, our involvement in
his work is shown in our praying and our giving. We
think of the words of the angel who appeared to Cor-
nelius: ““Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come
up as a remembrance before God™’ (Acts 10:4).

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I have been so significantly helped in these words —
and yet there are areas where I still need help — 1 lift
these up to you: (1) Dear Lord, keep me always aware
that I have already found THE light — the ONLY
light — and that it is worse than futile to seek light
anywhere but in Jesus my Lord. (2) A/ the light (or
understanding) of life comes from Jesus — he is THE
life as well as THE LIGHT — how can I tell others
about this glorious truth? (3) Only Jesus can tell us
where we came from and where we are going — thank
you, thank you!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I pause to hear again what you will say to my spirit:
(1) ““T am both just and a justifier of those who have
faith in what my Son did for them.”” (2) “No word of
mine will fail of fulfillment.”” (3) “Please, please get
more and more acquainted with my Son — to know
him is to know me."*

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

USA — Point for prayer: The native Americans have
suffered intensely in their encounter with European
immigrants. Prejudice and insensitivity have been
their lot to this day. Pray for: a) Effective and vital
churches. Real in-depth impact has been meager. b)
Bible translation which has regained importance as
local languages are revived,

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Praise Him! praise Him! Jesus our blessed Redeemer!
Sing, O Earth, His wonderful love proclaim!
Hail Him! hail Him! highest archangels in glory;
Strength and honor give to His holy name!
Like a shepherd, Jesus will guard His children:

In His arms He carries them all day long:
Praise Him! praise Him!
tell of His excellent greatness:

Praise Him! praise Him! ever in joyful song!
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WEEK FOUR
—Thursday—

You know the desires of my heart —
you know every plan of mine — I want
to fulfill the desires of your heart and
the fulfillment of your plans! I enter
this time of worship for this purpose.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

““May he give you the desire of your heart and make
all your plans succeed. We will shout for joy when
you are victorious and will lift up our banners in the
name of our God, May the Lord grant all your re-
quests” (Psa. 20:4,5). In this psalm David expresses
for others what he wants for himself — and what he
has found in his own experience. 1 do want to look
behind these words to the One to whom they are ad-
dressed: (1) You knew what requests we have upon
our hearts before we make them. But it is only in giv-
ing voice to such requests that we have them. You
have bound yourself by your own law that we must
ask in order to receive. (2) All our plans are of in-
terest to you. What comfort I take in this promise!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

It is a curious fact that the promise of victory is for
you and not for us. What accommodation must
always be made when our desires become your plans.
And vet this is just what happens. It is impossible for
us to perfectly reflect the desires of your heart — even
in our best moments — how far from your plans are
the ones we propose! And yet when our desires are
fulfilled and our plans come to fruition it is your vic-
tory and we gladly lift the banners high in honor to
your name. No good thing will you withhold from
those who walk uprightly — but no good thing comes
except as a gift unearned.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

How full of our own ways do we become! How easy
it is to leave you out of our desires. How much do
you share in our planning? I do know in you I live
and move and have my being — | know that as I

work out you work in — i.e. that you are at work in
me and through me all the time, but unless I share
with you the desires of my heart all my plans will fail.
Such has happened too many times. I do not want it
to happen again. 1 do not want this to be a fond
hope, but a deep conviction. Help me!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

I need Thee ev'ry hour,
Most gracious Lord;

No tender voice like Thine
Can peace afford.

I need Thee, O | need Thee;
Ev'ry hour I need Thee!

O bless me now, my Savior:
I come to Thee!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

210nce more Jesus said to them, “‘I am going away,
and you will look for me, and you will die in your
sin. Where I go, you cannot come."”

2This made the Jews ask, "*Will he kill himself? Is
that why he says, ‘Where I go, you cannot come’?"’
ZBut he continued, *“You are from below; I am from
above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.
4] told you that you would die in your sins; if you do
not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will
indeed die in your sins.”’

%“Who are you, anyway?’' they asked.

““Just what I have been claiming all along,”” Jesus
replied. **‘1 have much to say in judgment of you.
But he who sent me is reliable, and what I have heard
from him [ tell the world.”’

“They did not understand that he was telling them
about his Father. *So Jesus said, ‘“When you have



lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know who 1
am and that I do nothing on my own but speak just
what the Father has taught me. ¥The one who sent
me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always
do what pleases him."" *Even as he spoke, many put
their faith in him. —John 8:21-30, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

How infinitely patient our Lord was with these blind
and stubborn Jews! | want to as much as possible ab-
sorb the real meaning John had in heart when he
wrote these words. “Once more'’: he wants to tell of
his mission — indeed he /ongs to reach the hearts of
his hearers. The plainness — even bluntness of his
words run as a sword in our hearts: *. . . vou will die
in your sin.’’ This is tantamount to saying ‘“‘you will
go to hell.”” And then if that were not enough he
says: ‘““Where I go you cannot come’’, i.e. 1 am re-
turning to heaven and you will not come there. Dear
Lord, give us ears to hear these words!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

The scribes had reserved the deepest recess of hell for
those who committed suicide. (We are glad our Lord
didn’t stop to answer such a suggestion.) The sharp
contrasts are all the more startling when seen in their
context: (1) I am going to heaven, you are going to
hell. (2) I am from heaven, you are from hell. (3) You
are of this world and I am from another world. (4)
Accept me as the Messiah and be saved — reject me
and be lost. Oh my Lord, I do want to receive you as
my King and Master. Not in sentimental pious words
— but in deed and in truth.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that he made himself known by his
death and resurrection. (2) Thank you he so often
referred to himself as *‘the Son of man." (3) Thank
you for the confidence I can have that all my Lord
spoke you also speak — a joint authority. (4) Thank
you for the example of the indwelling presence of
yourself in and with your Son. (5) Thank you for the
One who a/ways and in evervthing always pleased
you. (6) Thank you for some who put their faith in
him (however superficial it was). (7) Thank you that
my faith comes from his words today.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me
alone, for I always do what pleases him.’' Practicing
your presence is one of my goals in life. Here I am in-
structed by your Son just how to accomplish this
grand goal. Jesus was aware at all times that his
Father was with him. Since you are a spirit being such
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can be true of all your children. I should add that you
have the capacity of omnipresence. There is a contin-
gency in this verse: ‘. . . for I always do what pleases
him." The consciousness of your presence is a result
of doing. It was in acting and through acting your
presence was claimed. My Lord said *‘go and /o I am
with you.”” Your presence is not promised in contem-
plation but in doing what pleases you.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I am ready — or I believe 1 am ready to allow you to
divide the thoughts and the intents of my heart — |
lift up these petitions for that purpose: To believe we
are created as immortal beings — i.e. we share your
nature which is eternal spirit — then to contemplate a
conscious eternity of joy and service — of peace and
a total fulfilling purpose is beyond my wildest im-
agination — BUT to die unforgiven and spend eterni-
ty in everlasting punishment! And to know these
words in John 8:21-30 are spoken to very conservative
religious men — dear Lord, 1 believe, help my doubts.
1 am so glad Jesus is the judge!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

As in few other days you are surely speaking to my
conscience here! Keep it up! (1) ““Are you of this
world or the world to come?" (2) ““Your Lord’s death
on the cross and his being raised from the dead are
the times and places where you can best know me —
look at them again.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

US Virgin Islands — Population: 123,000. Point for
prayer: Tourism and the inflow of wealth have played
havoc with the moral and social fabric of society.
Crime is widespread. Pray for the evangelization of
tourists, those involved in the crime ‘‘industry,”’ the
many aliens and the local islanders themselves.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

The great Physician now is near,
The sympathizing Jesus;

He speaks the drooping heart to cheer:
O hear the voice of Jesus.
Sweetest note in seraph song,
Sweetest name on mortal tongue,
Sweetest carol ever sung,

Jesus, blessed Jesus.
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WEEK FOUR
—Friday—

men. I enter this time of worship to per-
sonally appropriate your rule in my life.
This is my desire and request!

You are King over all — and over all

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“O Lord, the king rejoices in your strength. How
great is his joy in the victories you give! You have
granted him the desire of his heart and have not
withheld the request of his lips"” (Psa. 21:1,2). of
course this is the expression of David as he ascends
the throne of Israel. It has beautiful Messianic over-
tones. However, it is in its relationship to all men as
potential kings and priests that 1 want to rejoice. All
men should be increasingly aware that all their
strength is like water. It is only in you — and in you
alone we have any strength. David could recount vic-
tory after victory and praise you for every one of
them. How many were the moral conquests of my
Lord? I am sure that your Son honored you for every
victory.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

In my own experience, how is it? It seems to me most
significant that David used the singular word:
“‘desire’’ and “‘request.’’ He wanted you to grant him
the one desire and the one request. Perhaps it was to
be given the throne over all your people. All else
would follow if this one desire was his. My one desire
my one request is that you rule from the throne of
my heart and all other desires and requests will be
mine. Just now, as in every day of my life there are
special desires and requests I want to see fulfilled. If
only I can and will give you the throne of my heart
these and all others will be mine! Praise your name.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

[ do need to read the second verse before the first.
When you have taken control — when you are given
the throne then I can rejoice in your strength — when

you are king in my life how great is my joy and the
victories you give! The antithesis is also true. How ut-
terly weak 1 am when you are not king. How many
are the defeats when you do not rule. I am in the con-
stant process of asking you to rule in my life. It
would be so good if there were just one time and
place where you became king over all — all the time.
There was such a time when I realized such must be
— but you have asked me to reign with you and this
is a real struggle. Help me — forgive me!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

King of my life I crown Thee now—
Thine shall the glory be;

Lest I forget Thy thorn-crowned brow,
Lead me to Calvary.

Lest I forget Gethsemane,

Lest I forget Thine agony,

Lest I forget Thy love for me,

Lead me to Calvary.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

31T the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “‘If
you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.
2Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free.”

3They answered him, ‘“We are Abraham’s descen-
dants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can
you say that we shall be set free?”

MJesus replied, ““I tell you the truth, everyone who
sins is a slave to sin. *Now a slave has no permanent
place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.
%S0 if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
—John 8:31-36, NIV




READ HIS WORD TO HIM

I like the translation that says: ““Abide in my word.”
“Hold to my teaching'’ does not seem to be as strong
as “‘abide in my word.”" In either translation my Lord
is asking for obedience to what he has said. I long for
the freedom here promised! 1 want to experientially
know all the truth your Son has given us. Such is
surely one of the reasons 1 appear every day in this
time of worship. It is only when we assume we have
the truth and are practicing it that we are entrapped
in the bondage of these men. The Jews never even
heard our Lord. They rotally ignored his reference to
what he had taught.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

I hear my Saviour say again to me: ‘I tell you the
truth, everyone who sins (keeps on sinning) is a slave
to sin.”” What sins were enslaving these religious men?
A better question is: ‘“*what sin or sins are enslaving
this religious man?’’ My Lord in a hidden manner is
telling me how to become a child of heaven. Let your
Son set me free and I too can belong to your family. I
do long to abide with you forever in a land free from
sin. Right now I want to be given the liberty and
calmness and joy that comes when my heart is yielded
to him! How eternally important it is that I under-
stand and accept all he said.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you I can know who is a true disciple. (2)
Thank you that I have the truth in what you have
said. (3) Thank you that it is possible to know the
truth. (4) Thank you for the wonderful liberty of your
Son. (5) Thank you I can break the bondage of sin.
(6) Thank you for the promise of an eternally perma-
nent place in your house. (7) Thank you for the conti-
nuing action of setting me free.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
Free indeed! What liberty there is in doing just what
you want and wanting just what you do. In several
areas of life Jesus sets us free: (1) Freedom from
habits of the flesh. Only my Lord can break the bon-
dage of the lust of the flesh. He asks us to give our
bodies to him as a sacrifice and a temple. (2) Freedom
from the bondage of lying — both to ourselves and
others. This can be a desperate enslavement. When we
are totally honest with our Lord we cannot be false to
anyone else. (3) Freedom from fear and guilt. There
are so many people right this moment in bondage to
fear, His perfect love casts out all my fear. Free in-
deed!
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READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I lift up one request from each of these six verses: (1)
If my Lord had to deal so stringently with persons
who believed him what would he say to some of us?
(2) Dear Lord, would memorizing your word help me
to “‘abide’’ in it? (3) Truth 1 understand is “‘that
which equals reality’’ — genuine identity would be a
close synonym. Give me such! (4) Deliver me from re-
ligious bigotry — my religious bigotry! (5) Sin is
mistaken identity — we buy Satan’s spurious defini-
tion — protect me dear Lord. (6) Set me free indeed
— indeed set me [ree!

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Thank you for such freedom giving thoughts! Contin-
ue to speak such liberty into my heart! (1) “The worst
possible deception is self deception.’” (2) “‘l brook no
excuses for lack of obedience.”” (3) *‘I forgive all who
truly repent.”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Uruguay — Population: 3,036,000, Point for prayer:
The secular spirit has made Uruguay Latin America’s
least Catholic country. Over one third of the people
claim to be non-religious or atheist. Apathy to the
gospel message has been widespread and the response
slow. Pray for a change that will bring true liberty.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light;

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary,
And gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wond’ring love;
O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth;

And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to men on earth.
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WEEK FOUR
—Saturday—

I have the rare privilege of being
welcomed by yvour Son in this chamber
— this royal chamber of worship.
Humble my heart.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“You welcomed him with rich blessings and placed a
crown of pure gold on his head. He asked you for
life, and you gave it to him — length of days, for
ever and ever’’ (Psa. 21:3,4). How easy it is to see
your relationship with your Son in these words. It was
true first of all for the humble shepherd king. How
honored above all men did David feel! When we re-
late these words to the glory restored to your Son
when he returned to be crowned King of Kings and
Lord of Lords we must lift our hearts in praise and
wonder. He reigns forever at your right hand. Adora-
tion is too weak a word to express our worship before
you.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

You have indeed welcomed me (and all your children)
with rich blessings and placed a crown upon our
heads. We are asked to “‘reign with you'’ in heavenly
places. We are your royal priesthood. Glory to your
name forever! We have indeed asked you for life — a
life we do not have apart from you. To be saved from
eternal death to eternal life is more than our poor
minds can grasp. | am embarrassed in wonder! |
know not how to express my joy and praise. I am so
anxious to enter the other dimension of this honor
you have given us. | feel selfish even contemplating it.
I know it is only because of the One to whom all
credit and praise belongs — even your dear Son and
my Lord!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

There have been so many times when I forgot that
you (because of Calvary) welcomed me into your
presence. It was my own selfishness that shut my ears

and closed my eyes. Amazing grace, how sweet the
sound! If abasement before you would help I am
more than ready to fall before you. It would seem all
my relationships with you are out of your grace and
are a gift to me. I need not confess my sin to give you
information — you already know more about my
failures than I do. I confess them to you because you
asked me to — and most of all because I so sorely
need the therapy of cleansing. 1 ask for life and you
gave it to me — forever and forever! Praise to your
grace!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
Forgive our foolish ways;

Reclothe us in our rightful mind,
In purer lives Thy service find,

In deeper rev'rence, praise.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

37 know you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you
are ready to kill me, because you have no room for
my word. *I am telling you what I have seen in my
Father’s presence, and you do what you have heard
from your father.”

¥4 Abraham is our father,’’ they answered.

“If you were Abraham’s children,”’ said Jesus, ‘‘then
you would do the things Abraham did. *As it is, you
are determined to kill me, a man who has told you
the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not
do such things.”" —John 8:37-40, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

What does your Son mean by saying: *‘. . . because
you have no room for my word’"? Men have
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translated the phrase: *‘has no place in you’; “‘my
message does not find a home within your hearts’’;
“you will not accept my teaching’’; ‘‘vou cannot bear
my words™; “‘my word finds no place in you’’;
“nothing I say has penetrated into you; “‘my
teaching makes no headway with you." It is so eter-
nally important that | review each one of these trans-
lations and receive your meaning into my subcon-
sciousness. I relish the beautiful words of Jesus: “/
am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s
presence, and you do what you heard from your

Jather.”’

Please express your response (o this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

My Lord plainly placed actions as a criterion of son-
ship. If you are really my Father then I will do what
you tell me. Disobedient children are one thing — but
illegitimate children are quite another! The stubborn
determination of these men indicated just who was
their father. It is good to be stubbornly (?) deter-
mined to do your will. Abraham laid down a pattern
of sonship — he responded to your call to leave all
and follow your leading. He was willing to give his
nephew first choice of land. He was ready to offer his
only child to you. But it is my Lord who offers the
perfect pattern of sonship. How I do want to follow
him!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that I can be a true spiritual son of
Abraham by faith. (2) Thank you that I can open up
my heart and ask your word to have free course
through me. (3) Thank you that I can read the word
of your Son and know they are the words of yourself!
(4) Thank you that 1 can be warned there is another
Father present in the spirit-world. (5) Thank you that
my sonship can be known by my actions. (6) Thank
you that consistent actions and not one time actions
are the criteria. (7) Thank you that only you can read
the thoughts and intents of our hearts.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

*“‘If you were Abraham’s children,’ said Jesus, ‘then
you would do the things Abraham did." '’ What did
Abraham do that became an example for all time? (1)
When God spoke he moved. He left the Ur of the
Chaldees and stepped out on faith to go to a land
God would show him. God had spoken to these Jews
time and again through his Son — they remained un-
moved. (2) Abraham demonstrated unselfish love for
his nephew Lot. When a land choice was necessary
Abraham gave Lot first choice. These Jews were so
full of their own self interest that they did not give
our Lord the chance or place he deserved. (3)
Abraham obeyed God in the sacrifice of his only son.
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The Jews were not willing to make any sacrifice to
fulfill the will of God in their lives.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

These verses have a depth that does not at all appear
upon first reading — 1 lift up these requests in an at-
tempt to let your word have *‘free course’ in my
heart: (1) Faith is taking you at your word — i.e. obe-
dience is true faith. I want that kind of faith. (2) 1
seek the personal application of your word in the
choices that shall face me today. (3) Unselfishness in
the “‘small things' of life is so needed — I ask you
for it. (4) If some impossible demand is made on me
today — how will I respond? Help me.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

There are various ways Satan seeks to destroy my
Lord — tell me about them: (1) ‘‘Ignorance is the
largest one — knowing preceeds all other actions.” (2)
“‘Apathy — refusal to move — this is more subtle —
but just as real.”” (3) “‘Believing a lie — is such a
popular deception.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Vanuatu (formerly New Hebrides) — Population:
138,000. Points for prayer: (1) Vanuatu’s motto is
“In God we stand.’’ Pray that the leaders of this
complex little nation may be an example in doing so.
There are Christians in the government. (2) The Pro-
testant church is numerically strong. Mainly Anglicans
in the north, Presbyterians in the center and south.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

'Tis midnight, and on Olive’s brow
The star is dimmed that lately shone;
*Tis midnight; in the garden, now
The suff’ring Savior prays alone.

'Tis midnight, and from all removed,
The Savior wrestles lone with fears;
E’en that disciple whom He loved

Heeds not his Master's grief and tears.
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WEEK FIVE
—Sunday—

No one — not even the angels in your
presence could evaluate the victories of
your Son. Just now I enter to at least
learn more through worship than I

knew before.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

““Through the victories you gave, his glory is great;
you bestowed on him splendor and majesty. Surely
you have granted him eternal blessings and made him
glad with the joy of your presence’’ (Psa. 21:5,6).
How I do want to understand these verses so I can
praise you adequately. I must apply this first to
David, then to your Son, and finally to myself. We
should not minimize the victories you gave David nor
the glory, splendor and majesty you bestowed upon
him. But they cannot compare with the triumphs of
your Son! How exalted in essential being is my Lord.
As | read every word of these verses and think of
Jesus I shout for joy and wonder! How great is
yourself as seen in the person of your Son.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I too am your son — not you only begotten son —
but nonetheless a son begotten from above. Through
the victories of grace you have given me (and all other
sons and daughters) my character is seen in entirely
new light. I am worth so much as evaluated by the
price you paid for me. What dignity and beauty you
give to man in his understanding of your infinite care
for his every need. Most of all you have given me
eternal blessings and have made me glad with the joy
of your presence. How full of meaning is that little
phrase: “‘the joy of your presence.’’ Your presence is
intended for joy. If I do not experience joy it is
because I am not responding as I should to your
presence.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal,

CONFESSION OF SIN

There is so much in these verses that is objective
—i.e. it belongs to yourself: (1) The victories are

given from you. (2) Whatever splendor or majesty I
have came from you. (3) The eternal blessings and
gladness comes from the joy of your presence. At the
same time there is a very strong subjective response
on my part to all you are and give. It is in this that [
confess my miserable failure! How dull of hearing —
how blind I have been. 1 believe you are constantly
leading me in new triumphs of grace — but I do not
hear or see. How sad beyond words! Each blessing is
intended to say to me: “I love you'” — each goodness
showed leads me to see afresh your mercy and con-
strains me to give my body to be your dwelling place
in the Spirit. How very very important we must be to
you for you to lavish such care upon us. Forgive my
lackluster response. Oh, forgive me!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

I stand amazed in the presence

Of Jesus the Nazarene,

And wonder how he could love me,
A sinner, condemned, unclean.
How marvelous! how wonderful!
And my song shall ever be:

How marvelous! how wonderful!
Is my Savior’s love for me!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

41“‘You are doing the things your own father does.”
‘“We are not illegitimate children,’’ they protested.
““The only Father we have is God himself.""

“2Jesus said to them, ‘‘If God were vour Father, you
would love me, for I came from God and now am
here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me.
“Why is my language not clear to you? Because you
are unable to hear what I say. “You belong to your



father, the devil, and you want to carry out your
father’s desire. He was a murderer from the begin-
ning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in
him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for
he is a liar and the father of lies. “Yet because I tell
the truth, you do not believe me! “Can any of you
prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why
don’t you believe me? “He who belongs to God hears
what God says. The reason you do not hear is that
you do not belong to God.”” —John 8:41-47, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

How easy it is to read these words as if they were
written only for and about people in the days of our
Lord. I see myself and a multitude of others in them.
No one could accuse me of spiritual adultery and not
be challenged. Could 1 say this if Jesus so challenged
me? If I have God for my Father (and I do) then I
will keep his word — i.e. the words of my Lord — for
this demonstrates the reality of my love for him. I say
this for all professed believers in our Lord. Is his
language perfectly clear to all of us? If actions in-
dicate hearing and heeding then we must be deaf. I
speak for the Christian community on behelf of
evangelism. We do not like the option of failure to
have God for our Father,

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

When we fail to carry out God’s will we do not re-
main neutral. How easy it is to lie. Dear Lord, I
believe, help my unbelief. In some areas I act — but
in others I do not. If all were teachers where were the
taught? How shall they teach without tools? In both
of these areas I have been working “‘lo these many
years’’ i.e. 1 have been teaching and publishing
material for other teachers to use. Does this free me
from the responsibility of winning the lost? It does
not! 1 accept the great commission as above all and
for all. Our Lord challenged those who most strongly
opposed him to prove him guilty of sin. It is just as
viable to prove him to be the very truth itself. How

good to place confidence in One who has never failed.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you I can count myself as a true son of
Abraham by faith. (2) Thank you that I can and do

love you my Lord, and I want to more and more keep

your commandments. (3) Thank you that you so
loved me and all the world that you sent your Son to
save us. (4) Thank you that Jesus was willing to come
to save us. (5) Thank you that your language is very
clear to me. (6) Thank you that your Son was often
alerting us concerning Satan. (7) Thank you for these
strong words: ‘‘He who belongs to God hears what
God says.”

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!
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READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?"’ There
must have been indeed a stunned silence after these
words from our Lord. What John is saying is there
were no inconsistencies in his lifestyle — no words
without deeds — no thoughts of good without fulfill-
ment. How wonderful to find Someone who could
make such a claim! I want to answer his question:
““No, dear Lord, I have found you to be even as your
name: ‘THE TRUTH.’ ** In every situation you are
the ultimate answer — nay, the immediate answer.
There were men in his day, and there are men today
who object strongly to his words. Of course there are
those who reject and refuse — there are those who ra-
tionalize and justify. No one in two thousand years
has found one word or action of my Lord that did
not perfectly match reality.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I shall not find a sharper exchange between my Lord
and these religious leaders of his day — I lift these re-
quests as I relate these words to my heart: (1) Did my
dear Lord wince when they said ‘‘we were not born of
fornication’’? Perhaps not — maybe he did — he
knew their thoughts — I do not — give me just a por-
tion of his grace! (2) 1 fail so tragically in understand-
ing the full meaning of loving you — help me dear
Lord! (3) You *‘sent’ Jesus — he was your apostle of
love and salvation — you expect us to respond in kind
— I want to — break me loose!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Continue your ministry to my conscience: (1) “‘I have
often said that having ears does not mean you hear —
how is it with you today?’* (2) **Please notice that |
have equated what you do with your parentage. Do
you believe me?"’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Venezuela — Population: 17,300,000, Point for
prayer: Praise God for the open door for the gospel,
30 ycars of stable government and the steady growth
of evangelical witness. The country is ready for a
spiritual harvest.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Alas! and did my Savior bleed?
And did my Sov'reign die?
Would He devote that sacred head
For such a one as 1?
At the cross, at the cross where I first saw the light,

And the burden of my heart rolled away,
It was there by faith I received my sight,

And now I am happy all the day.
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WEEK FIVE
—Monday—

I do so need your deliverance! My
sword is broken — dogs — wild dogs
have encompassed me. A roaring lion is

before me — a wild ox is rushing
toward me. I expect victory through
worship!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“But you, O Lord, be not far off; O my Strength,
come quickly to help me. Deliver my life from the
sword, my precious life from the power of the dogs.
Rescue me from the mouth of the lion ; save me from
the horns of the wild oxen’’ (Psa. 22:19-21). 1 ap-
propriate these words of David as a testimony of how
I have often felt in this journey of life. There are
surely here overtones of the attitude men had toward
your Son and his attitude toward you. I do want to
sense your presence far more often than I do. If you
seem ‘‘far off’” I know who has moved. It is when I
pause in the midst of the battle and look up and call
on your name that I am brought again into an
awareness of your presence.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I have spoken on behalf of all men in the above
words — i.e. the experience there described is
somewhat typical. It is interesting that the designation
Strength is capitalized. You are my STRENGTH.
There is no moral fulfillment without you. I even now
call upon you for the inward renewal I need for this
day. If there is any sense of peace or strength I know
it comes from you. There are various ways Satan has
in attempting to separate me from you. As the sword
separates the spirit from the body so Satan attempts
to separate me from you. ‘‘Deliver me, O my
Strength.”’

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

I have indeed found men to be very much like dogs.
There is ““the call of the wild'* within me to join the
pack. But I have found another power in me — “‘the
call of the free.”’ | have found in you the fulfillment

of all my deepest desires — a lasting solid fulfillment.
Dogs have no morals — but I am NOT a dog — I am
not an animal. I am created in your image not that of
a beast. Life is indeed too precious to be lost in
animal appetites.

There are indeed men and circumstances who appear
before me as lions — others like wild oxen. What |
need more than anything else is a new awakening of
your power and presence — your grace and
forgiveness — of your personal interest in my strug-
gle. Thank you for your answer.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Will your anchor hold in the storms of life,
When the clouds unfold their wings of strife?
When the strong tides lift, and the cables strain,
Will your anchor drift, or firm remain?

We have an anchor that keeps the soul
Steadfast and sure while the billows roll,
Fastened to the Rock which cannot move,
Grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

“The Jews answered him, ““Aren’t we right in saying
that you are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?"’
49¢I am not possessed by a demon,’’ said Jesus, ‘“‘but
I honor my Father and you dishonor me. I am not
seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks
it, and he is the judge. *'I tell you the truth, if a man
keeps my word, he will never see death.””

S2At this the Jews exclaimed, ‘““‘Now we know that you
are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the
prophets, yet you say that if a man keeps your word,
he will never taste death. ¥Are you greater than our
father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets.



Who do you think you are?”’

$4Jesus replied, “‘If I glorify myself, my glory means
nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is
the one who glorifies me. ¥Though you do not know
him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar
like you, but I do know him and keep his word.
%Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of see-
ing my day; he saw it and was glad.”’

57You are not yet fifty years old,” the Jews said to
him, ‘‘and you have seen Abraham!”’ —John 8:48-57,
NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

My Lord is going to make two claims in the face of
intense opposition: (1) He is claiming to represent and
honor yourself. (2) He is claiming pre-existence — or
eternal existence. As a result of such claims he meets
refusal and all manner of unfounded accusations.
Dear Lord I am glad to read back to you each word
of your Son and my Lord and to affirm his claims in
my heart.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

How good to approach these words with a desire to
hear my Lord speak and to receive what he says into
myself: (1) ‘I honor my Father. . . .”” (2) *‘I am not
seeking glory for myself.”” (3) **. . . if a man keeps
my word, he will never see death.” (4) ‘“‘My

Father . . . is the one who glorifies me.”' (5) *‘1 know
him . . . I do know him and keep his word."" (6)
“Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of see-
ing my day; he saw it and was glad.” (7) *“. . . before
Abraham was born, | am.” How small I feel as I
review again the words of my Lord as he relates to
you. I want to follow him — but before I do (or can)
I must worship him. Even now I fall before him in
wonder.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the clear reminder of the spirit-
world — the eternal issues of life are decided here. (2)
Thank you that Jesus honored you — now I know
how to honor you. (3) Thank you I am warned that it
is possible to be deceived and honor myself — deliver
me! (4) Thank you for the wonderful promise that I
will never see separation from you — death will be a
door into your eternal presence. (5) Thank you I now
know how you will bring honor to us — even as you
did with your Son — i.e. in principle. (6) Thank you
that I have your word to keep for this day. (7) Thank
you for the pre-existence of my Lord — what an
amazing thought!

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION
“Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of see-
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ing my day; he saw it and was glad.”’ How intriguing
it is to consider just what is involved in this thought.
The hope of the coming One must have burned far
brighter than we can in this day imagine. The list of
the men of faith in Hebrews the eleventh chapter all
‘‘died in faith’’ i.e. with the calm assurance that what
you promised you would perform. Moses counted the
reproaches of your Son of greater riches than the
treasures of Egypt. Was Abraham given some revela-
tion of the events of Bethlehem, Calvary and the open
tomb? We are told: *‘he saw it (my day) and was
glad.”” Beyond my understanding, I simply accept the
words of my Lord.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

If I never read another text this would be enough!
Truly, truly you are reaching my deepest needs. I lift
up these requests out of my need: (1) I have been such
a long time in ‘‘theology’’ I now imagine it is possible
to please you with my blase attitude — forgive me —
awaken me! (2) There are demons yet operating in
this world — guard me — deliver me! (3) I want to
keep your word so I will not “see death.”” Open my
understanding! (4) Oh my God, | do — I do so want
to know you! In the most meaningful manner possible
I want to know you! Enable me!

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I feel I am a little more knowledgeable than these
Jews — but I need your words for my heart — I am
listening: ‘‘Before Abraham was born — before you
were born — I AM — what does this really mean to
you?”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Venezuela — Point for prayer: The political stability
of the nation is threatened by the combined effects of
the decline in value of oil exports, inflation, the Cen-
tral American confrontations and the narcotics traffic
that has so affected neighboring Colombia. Pray for
all in authority, and for wise handling of the growing
economic crisis.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins;
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains.
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WEEK FIVE
—Tuesday—

As your sheep we so much need
guidance — we need to be fed — we
need your protection. All these we find
in our worship.

ST

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

(Whereas I have praised you last year as I read these
beautiful words — I yet want to do it again.) “The
Lord is my shepherd, I shall lack nothing*’ (Psa.
23:1). My provision is in you. If anyone could be a
candidate for the fulfillment of these words it would
be the two hundred million people who live in
America. If there ever was a people so full of needs it
is Americans! Every one of them is a result of not ac-
cepting you as their shepherd. It is no compliment to
be called a sheep: (1) Sheep are dirty — they do not
bathe and therefore often stink. (2) Sheep are near-
sighted — i.e. have very poor vision. (3) Sheep are
stubborn — they must be led. (4) Sheep are stupid —
they follow blindly what the leader does. In all these
ways we see our need of you.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal,

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

If I am going to be clean you will lead me to the
water for a bath. If I am going to see it will be
through your eyes. If I am going to go in the right
way | must have you as my shepherd. If I am going
to understand at all it will be through your mind. In
the reversal of these qualities I can see your fulness. 1
am clean, I can see, I walk in the good path, my mind
is enlightened. Indeed in you I have all things and
abound. Praise your name! I suppose the largest
blessing I have is the desire to have you as my
shepherd. 1 could say that considering the options I
would be foolish not to choose you — but it is not
that simple. I am so glad beyond words to say that 1
discover no resistance in my heart to yielding totally
to you as my shepherd. How deeply glad I am that it
is so!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

There are other qualities of my sheep-like nature that
call for confession: (1) Sheep are terribly gregarious
creatures, i.e. they feel very comfortable in a crowd.
How easy it is to drift with the sheep-like flock of this
world. It is always easier to say nothing than to speak
up for my Lord. It is always easier to “‘let it go’’ than
to disagree and be recognized as someone different.
Forgive me dear shepherd. (2) Sheep can so easily
become lost — since I can see only what is near at
hand I need your constant guidance to even know
where | am. Forgive me when | take upon myself to
go my own way. (3) Sheep have no defense — they
neither have sharp teeth nor the use of their feet to
protect themselves. How vulnerable I am! Since I
know this forgive my stubbornness in not seeking
your help in protection.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Savior, like a shepherd lead us;
Much we need Thy tend’rest care;
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use Thy folds prepare:
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus,

Thou hast bought us, Thine we are;
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus,

Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth.
9 2His disciples asked him, ‘‘Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born blind?"’
3*“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,’’ said
Jesus, ““‘but this happened so that the work of God
might be displayed in his life. ‘As long as it is day, we



must do the work of him who sent me. Night is com-
ing, when no man can work. *While I am in the
world, I am the light of the world.”” —John 9:1-5,
NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

I am so very glad these day-by-day accounts are
recorded here by John. It could have happened very
shortly after my Lord’s encounter with the Jews. I
like to imagine the circumstances of a bright cool
morning in late October or early November. As my
Lord and the disciples ascended the steps of the tem-
ple they saw seated on the side of the open door this
poor blind man, whom no doubt they had seen as
many times before. As a question that oft plagued
them they asked Jesus: “‘Since all infirmities are a
result of sin, who sinned here; this man or his
parents?”” Since the man was blind from birth how
could he be made responsible? The disciples could
have been repeating a theological postulation of their
day — or were they just very imprecise in their use of
words? I praise you for the words of my Lord.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Since the birth of sin in my heart I have been blind.
How 1 praise you that Jesus passed my way and I see!
How easily does my Lord handle the most difficult of
questions! Can [ dare to say: that in some way all the
infirmities of this life can be a means of displaying
your work? Surely we have known those who offer to
all of us a display of your work in the heart and life
of the paralyzed or blind or deaf. The term ‘“‘work”
as here used seems to refer to the supernatural nature
of my Lord. Jesus had but a limited time to let people
know of his deity. This blind man became one more
such spokesman. Dear Lord, I am delighted to offer
myself as one more means of displaying your work in
the Person of your Son. 1 am blind and need sight!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the interest the disciples took in the
blind man. (2) Thank you for the confidence the dis-
ciples had in Jesus as a teacher. (3) Thank you that
we need not always associate sin with sickness or in-
firmity. (4) Thank you that in all lives in many ways
you can display your work. (5) Thank you that my
Lord spoke of the brevity of life — just one day — in
it we must work i.e. display his deity. (6) Thank you
that one day we will lay down to rest from our labors.
(7) Thank you for the wonderful light of my world —
and all the world.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!
READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“While I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.”’ How eternally and practically is this true!
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However little he was appreciated or known he was
the light to those who knew him and heard him. He
can be and is in our world through his word — his
Spirit and his body. I do wonder when we will believe
Jesus is the only light we have for this dark place? A
much better question is: ‘“*“when will I accept him as
the whole light I have for my own life or world?””
When I begin to accept his light for all my dark
places and others do the same it won’t be long until
our whole world is illumined by his presence. Dear
Lord, how I want this to be more than a pretty
thought!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

It is my high joy to lift up these requests and claim
your interest in my need: (1) Jesus is passing by just
now! Do I see him or am I like thousands of his day
who were too occupied with their own interests to see
him? Perhaps I'll need to wait until I am “‘stone
blind”’ before I see him! Help me dear Lord! (2) Am
I as philosophical and detatched as his disciples seem
to be? Can I look on suffering humanity and
postulate a theological question? Truly, truly my eyes
need to be opened! (3) Display (like a billboard) your
works in me! In any way you choose.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I do want to be more open to your attitudes than
these disciples — speak to my conscience: (1) “I am
still very conscious of your time limitations — are
you?'’ (2) ““Which is it now — night or day? If it is
day you work!”* (3) ““Who is the light of your
world?"’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Vietnam — Population: 60,500,000. Point for prayer:
The Communist occupation of South Vietnam ended
the war, but brought great hardship to the popula-
tion. About one million were “resettled’’ in *‘New
Economic Zones’' (virgin jungle), many to die of star-
vation. Pray that the suffering people may find solace
in trusting the Saviour.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

O sacred head, now wounded,
With grief and shame weighed down;
Now scornfully surrounded
With thorns, Thine only crown;
How art Thou pale with anguish,
With sore abuse and scorn;
How doeth that visage languish,
Which once was bright as morn!
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WEEK FIVE
—Wednesday—

We so often do not know when we
should rest. You have rest for my whole
life. 1 seek such rest in this closet of
worship.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

““He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads
me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul’’ (Psa.
23:2,3a). In this time of worship I hold up before you
one or more of the attributes of yourself for which I
can praise you. In this beautiful verse there are several
qualities: (1) You know when I need rest and refresh-
ment. Even when I resist and do not want to lie down
you insist upon it — I thank you for such an interest
in my deepest needs. (2) The sometimes forced rest is
always in an area of nourishment — i.e. I believe you
have something to give me that will be a source of
strength. (3) It is beside the quiet waters that my life
is renewed and restored. Praise your name for such a
wondrous blessing!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
Your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

What I have said above does indeed relate to me —
but to all your sheep. Just here I want to praise you
for the intimate involvement you have in my day by
day activities: (1) I wonder just how you will put me
down? You have many ways of stopping me — of in-
terrupting my schedule. In any of them — in all of
them help me to look up to the hand of my shepherd.
(2) Keep my eyes up and focussed on you. I know
there are “‘green pastures’’ in every experience of
chastening. There is “‘peaceable fruit’’ — give me the
patience to wait for it. (3) Calm my restive spirit!
How I do want the sweet calm that comes when look-
ing on ‘‘quiet waters.” Thank you my life can be con-
stantly restored!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

No problem here! I am so guilty of the feverish pace.
It surely would take the Lord himself to slow me

down. Ah, such boasting is a terrible sin. He can use
the smallest incidents to stop me and put me down,
looking up. At the same time I do need to confess my
dependence upon your daily mercies. I shall never
know till I awake in your eternal presence how you
arrange the daily routine of my life so I escape injury.
I could attribute it to my good driving — but I know
better drivers than myself who have accidents. Forgive
me for forgetting. You are always just behind the
scenes preparing a bed or a thoroughfare. Forgive me
for enjoying the quiet waters and green pastures with
little thought for the One who prepared them.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

I would love to tell you what I think of Jesus
Since I found in Him a friend so strong and true;
I would tell you how He changed my life
completely —
He did something that no other friend could do.
No one ever cared for me like Jesus,
There’s no other friend so kind as He;
No one else could take the sin and darkness
from me —
O how much He cared for me!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

¢Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some
mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes.
7¢Go,”" he told him, ‘““wash in the pool of Siloam’
(this word means Sent). So the man weni and washed,
and came home seeing.

8His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him
begging asked, ‘“Isn’t this the same man who used to
sit and beg?'’ *Some claimed that he was.

Others said, ‘“No, he only looks like him."”



But he himself insisted, *‘I am the man.”

W“How then were your eyes opened?’ they de-
manded.

He replied, ““The man they call Jesus made some
mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Silo-
am and wash. So I went and washed, and then I
could see.”’

12**Where is this man?’’ they asked him.

“I don’t know,” he said. —John 9:6-12, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

What a beautiful story this is! Why did your Son use
mud to open the eyes of this blind man? I’'m sure the
answer is that this particular man needed such treat-
ment. [low very personal was all of our Lord’s con-
tact with this one. Touching seems to be a real part of
your helping. You have touched me in chastening as
well as blessings — and I thank you for both. Why
ask him to make the long trip across town to wash in
the pool of Siloam? It was a long walk and the man
was blind. It was a real test of the reality of his faith.
The healing was conditional. It depended upon his
obedience. What a poignant phrase is this: “So the
man went and washed, and came home seeing.”’

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

It is always a joy and a rare privilege to relate your
word to my own heart. “*Isn’t this the same man who
used to sit and beg?”" Do others see a difference in
me? I.e. since you opened my eyes? I would like to
believe a discernable difference can be seen in several
stages of our Christian growth. It is those who live
nearest to us who can tell the difference — but it is
only our personal testimony that gives reality to the
claim. I am thinking of several places in my life where
the eyes of my undersanding need to be opened —
and only you can do it! I want to obey whatever is
needed to deliver me from this darkness! How good
to know you are willing and able.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the personal touch of Jesus in
every life. (2) Thank you my Lord is always drawing
me out to sce the genuineness of my trust in him. (3)
Thank you I can *““‘come home'" to tell of my healing.
(4) Thank you I am no longer a blind beggar — I am
now an enlightened servant. (5) Thank you we can all
give our own clear testimony as to how we see. (6)
Thank you for “‘the bath of regeneration’” (Titus 3:5).
(7) Thank you that it is enough to associate all we are
and have with Jesus.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““So I went and washed, and then I could see.”” How
these words could describe the experience of all who
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have obeyed our Lord. ‘‘Arise and be baptized and
wash away your sins"' (Acts 22:16). So said Ananias
to Saul. The inward cleansing is so important. When
once we receive his word and are washed in his blood
we can never, never be the same. It is the eyes of our
understanding that must be opened. The eyes of our
heart see as never before! I want to truly attempt to
experience with the blind man what it meant to have
his eyes opened. How welcome was the view!
Everything had a new look to him. The old blindness
had been washed away and all things became new!
Praise his name!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

Gladly, gladly do I ask of you — here are my needs
just here: (1) ““Dust to dust” — “‘mud to mud’ —
such words seem so metaphorically true for me — |
await your anointing. (2) I need almost hourly to be
washed — “‘wash me and [ shall be whiter than
snow’’ — “*bless the Lord, oh, my soul”! (3) It would
be good to know what my neighbors say of me — or
would it? It depends on the reality of my cleansing —
do I truly trust your ability — or am I resting in
mine? (4) I can see — I can see — it is enough —
praise your name forever!

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Continue your cleansing — | pause to receive it: (1)
‘‘Please remember the works of myself are to be seen
in what happened to you — NOT your works."”" (2)
““What happened to you — NOT what you said will
be remembered the longest.”" (3) ““There are no im-
possible cases in my work."

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Vietnam — Points for prayer: (1) All open missionary
work ceased in 1975. Pray that the years of sowing the
Word may now bring forth abundant fruit. (2) The
Catholic Church has long had a big influence. Restric-
tions and persecution have reduced the number of
congregations and priests, but not the number of
Catholics.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

When my love to Christ grows weak,
When for deeper faith I seek,
Then in thought | go to Thee,

Garden of Gethsemane!
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WEEK FIVE
—Thursday—

It is your nature to lead — it is my
nature to resist. I meet you here that 1
might learn to lean on your direction.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“He guides me in paths of righteousness for his
name’s sake'’ (Psa. 23:3b). How comforting to know
you are saying this for each and every one of your
sheep. There are no sheep who do not have your
guidance. The sheep know and do not know the shep-
herd is guiding them. He leads them into the green
pastures and beside the still waters — but the sheep
find their own meal and do their own drinking. Such
eating and drinking is not without the watchful eye of
the shepherd — but it is the action of the sheep. If we
are not in the way of righteousness we are not being
led by the shepherd. The reason he offers us such
guidance is because of his nature. ““His name”’ stands
for himself. It is the very nature of yourself to so
direct the paths of your sheep.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

How full of praise I must be when I remember you
are offering me constant direction because you are
just that kind of a Person. I am greatly encouraged
just here! Praise your name! I do believe you will
place me before the entrance to the right path on
every matter of decision. In every trial there will be
before me ‘‘the way of escape’’ — and in every time
of decision there will be the opportunity to choose the
path that is right. How glad I am this is true. I have
found your guidance in so many areas of life. In most
of your guidance I have discovered it in retrospect —
being the near-sighted sheep that I am. This does not
hinder me from saying with the psalmist, ‘‘He guides
me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
Praise him forever!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God?

CONFESSION OF SIN

When I am not willing to be led he sometimes makes

me willing. But most of the time he lets me wander
until I discover how lost 1 am without him. If I am
confused and hesitant it is because I have lost my ab-
solute trust in his character. There is no way he is go-
ing to change his interest in our life. We can stand
out in the middle of a green pasture and complain
about no food if we want to. We can walk by the still
waters and yet be thirsty — but it is not his fault!
Forgive me dear Lord! Lift up my eyes — open my
ears — give me the wisdom to accept and understand
your guidance.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go,

Anywhere He leads me in this world below;
Anywhere without Him dearest joys would fade;
Anywhere with Jesus I am not afraid.
Anywhere, anywhere!

Fear 1 cannot know;

Anywhere with Jesus

I can safely go.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

A second time they summoned the man who had
been blind. ‘“‘Give glory to God,’* they said. “We
know this man is a sinner.”

3He replied, ‘““Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t
know. I do know one thing: I was blind but now 1
see!”’

*Then they asked him, ‘““What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?”’

"He answered, “‘I have told you already and you did
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you
want to become his disciples, too?”’

BThen they hurled insults at him and said, ““You are



this fellow's disciple! We are disciples of Moses! ?We
know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow,
we don’t even know where he comes from.”’

¥The man answerd, ‘‘Now that is remarkable! You
don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my
eyes. ¥*We know that God does not listen to sinners.
He listens to the godly man who does his will.
#Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man
born blind. *If this man were not from God, he could
do nothing.”

3To this they replied, ‘“You were steeped in sin at
birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him
out. —John 9:24-34, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Here is a man who will not be intimidated! Here is a
man with the “good and honest heart’ of which our
Lord spoke in the parable of the fields. He was will-
ing to place his experience in relation to Jesus right up
against their estimate of him. This man had the very
best possible evidence: “‘One thing 1 know, 1 was
blind but now I see’’! This good man was not afraid
to expose the bigotry and hypocrisy of these men. It is
a wonder that he was not struck on his mouth for
such a statement as “‘Do you want to be his disciples
too?”’

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

How clearly does this man speak to me! How easy it
is to lose contact with the wonder of the supernatural.
Jesus is still in the business of opening blind eyes!
There are blind men on the highway of life who are
glad to tell the story of how he opened their eyes and
they became his disciples! Are we ready to offer some
psychological explanation — or to discount their con-
version as not lasting? Unfortunately some of the
blind men we deal with do not have the courage and
boldness of this one. We have caused little ones to
stumble — I believe you are measuring some of us for
a millstone!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for this man who will not be intimi-
dated. (2) Thank vou that each of us can say what
this man said — *‘I was blind, but now I see.”” (3)
Thank you these men were actually defenseless. (4)
Thank you that you are teaching me that Jesus will
not be ignored. He either opened the man’s eyes or he
didn’t. (5) Thank you that you do not hear the
prayers of open sinners — i.e. those who consciously
opposed your will. (6) Thank you that God does hear
sinners like Cornelius (Acts 10:17). (7) Thank you you
hear this sinner’s prayer.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!
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READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“If this man were not from God he could do
nothing.”’ At least nothing like what he is doing. How
we do admire the candid attitude of this former blind
man. It will be so good to meet him when we are all
transformed into the next dimension. Indeed, the
works of our Lord do testify for him. Since the begin-
ning of time there has never been a man like him! The
Jewish Messiah is also ““God incarnate.” We believe
our Lord wants everyone to get close enough to him
to arrive at this conclusion. I am glad to offer my
testimony along with this ‘‘seeing one”’ that he is in-
deed come from God. His works speak eloquently of
his deity!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

For this brave man I thank you! He surely does re-
mind me of my own need for renewal — I lift up
these requests to you: (1) How easy it is to pass a
priori judgment on all who disagree with us. Deliver
me from this deception. (2) Deliver me also from dis-
counting subjective experiences — this man is a good
example. (3) When will I be satisfied with the facts of
your presence? Your salvation? Your blessed Holy
Spirit? Calm my spirit. (4) Whose disciple am 1? A
disciple does what his teacher commands — a disciple
follows his teacher’s example — help me!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I want the “‘encounter type’’ relationship with you. I
bow before you — speak to my inward man: “The
words of this humble beggar can speak for me: ‘Since
the beginning of time it has never been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind.” Do
you know what I am saying to you?"’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Wallis and Futuna Islands (French Territory) —
Population: 13,000. Point for prayer: There are no
known evangelical believers on these isolated islands.
No definite effort has been made by Protestants to
establish a presence there.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Beneath the cross of Jesus
| fain would take my stand,
The shadow of a mighty rock
Within a weary land,
A home within the wilderness,
A rest upon the way,
From the burning of the noon-tide heat
And the burden of the day.
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WEEK FIVE
—Friday—

Is this a day for death or life? No mat-
ter — you can manage both. Death is a
well lighted thoroughfare! Impress this

upon my heart!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Even though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death (or the darkest valley), I will fear no
evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff,
they comfort me’' (Psa. 23:4). This is such a familiar
verse, but it has never lost its meaning. It is interest-
ing that death is represented as a walk. David, as a
sheep, is being led by the Great Shepherd in a walk
through the valley of the shadow of death. (The valley
of death will indeed be the darkest valley.) There is no
evil in death, the Great Shepherd has removed it! 1
say all this here because such can be the experience of
every man — praise your name!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I want to relate this beautiful verse to myself in your
presence. What comfort can I get from your rod and
your staff? I am so glad to say my wonderful
shepherd has driven out all the evil forces that use
death to scare people like me. Death is a lighted
thoroughfare into the world and life to come. I find
the following comforts in the valley of death: (1) The
comfort of confident hope — sure and steadfast en-
tering within the veil! (2) The comfort of deliverance
from the cares of this life — I'll be glad to drop these
this side of the valley. (3) The comfort of the full
satisfaction for every insoluble problem I have found
in this life. I look forward to walking through!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out, It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal,

CONFESSION OF SIN

How often I have been caught up in the ‘‘cares of this
life’” and have forgotten that this is but the smallest
part of the whole. I act as if there were no valley.
But, ah, there is! Just around the next bend in the
road. Just behind that closed door. Just in the next

room. The valley of the shadow is always near.
Forgive me for forgetting! Most of all forgive me for
becoming so involved in what is near that I forget the
dimensions of what is found just on the other side of
my last heart beat! How I do hope you will ask me to
walk through the valley and not crawl into your
presence. Forgive me of stupid pride if such is in the
above expression.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

There’s a land that is fairer than day,
And by faith we can see it afar,

For the Father waits over the way

To prepare us a dwelling place there.

In the sweet by and by,

We shall meet on that beautiful shore;
In the sweet by and by,

We shall meet on that beautiful shore.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

3Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when
he found him, he said, ““Do you believe in the Son of
Man?"’

36“Who is he, sir?"’ the man asked. *‘Tell me so that I
may believe in him.””

37Jesus said, ““You have now seen him; in fact he is
the one speaking with you."

¥Then the man said, ‘‘Lord, I believe,”’ and he wor-
shiped him.

¥Jesus said, “‘For judgment I have come into this
world, so that the blind will see and those who see
will turn out to be blind.”’

“Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say
this and asked, ‘“What? Are we blind too?”’

41Jesus said, *‘If you were blind, you would not be



guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see,
your guilt remains.”’ —John 9:35-41, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Indeed, indeed, I do want to read this word back to
you that I might see it in a new light! Someone re-
ported to our Lord what happened to the blind man.
We can hear them repeating all the details of the story
John has just given to us. Perhaps it was John him-
self who told our Lord. The good shepherd immedi-
ately went on a search for this lamb, The word
*“found’’ suggests that Jesus found him after a search.
Dear Lord, I do not want to read more into these
words than are here found. Jesus had such a good
way of teaching people! He made the man think — he
drew out a conclusion based on thought. In the word
translated *‘said’ as used by Jesus is the suggestion
that he was speaking in a loud voice. It was such an
important statement Jesus wanted the man to always
remember it — as indeed he and all generations since
have done!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

The name ‘“‘Son of Man"’ is a most obvious reference
to the Messiah — to deity. The blind man was a Jew
— he had some knowledge of the Messiah — he knew
about his coming — but he didn't know who or where
he was. He was asking for personal identity of the
Messiah. Jesus gave it to him in a most impressive
manner. He responded as I want to — yea I do. He fell
at my Lord’s feet and worshiped him. Lord, [ am one
blind man — open my eves! Without your healing I
am blind in every circumstance, and in every situa-
tion. Just for today: open my eyes that I may see!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that Jesus takes in those whom others
throw out. (2) Thank you Jesus is even today search-
ing for all us sheep who lose our way. (3) Thank you
he has found us — oh, joy of joys! (4) Thank you
Jesus speaks to me in such a convincing way of his
deity. (5) Thank you I can worship you over and over
again — indeed throughout eternity I shall worship
you. (6) Thank you that I can be blind to all else but
him! (7) Thank you that I can see none else but him!

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin;
but now that you claim you can see, your guilt re-
mains.”” Oh, Lord, make me blind, that I might see.
Such a startling statement! Our Lord spoke here so
sharply to the Pharisees. He is saying something
about his own omniscience: he is saying anyone who
disagrees with him is blind. He says: “‘I have the total
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source of information on what God says and does. If
you listen to me your eyes will be opened. If you say
you know something and fail to listen to me you are
blind."” Dear Lord, I am more than glad to
acknowledge you as the absolute source of knowledge.
Praise your omniscience!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I read each word of these verses — they speak to my
deep need — 1 lift up these requests before you: (1) 1
do want to be a friend to those others reject — 1 need
your own compassion to accomplish this — help me.
(2) How can I more fully worship you? Open my
understanding of the fullness of your deity. (3) I do
want your wisdom in understanding these words:

. . . that those who see may become blind."" (4) As
you searched for and found the blind man who had
been healed | ask I might see in this example how I
should search and find those who know you and yet
need assurance.

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

It is a delight to bow before you and in meekness
receive what you say to me: “You must learn all you
know — you are not an animal — they act by instinct
— you learn and choose — please remember this all-
important fact.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

North Yemen — Population: 6,100,000. Point for
prayer: For 1,300 years the land was tightly closed to
the gospel. The government invited Christian agencies
to initiate health and educational projects in 1964, At
one time a number of agencies were involved, but
conditions have become more restrictive and only a
few remain.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

I stand amazed in the presence
Of Jesus the Nazarene,

And wonder how He could love me,
A sinner, condemned, unclean.
How marvelous! how wonderful!
And my song shall ever be:
How marvelous! how wonderful!
Is my Savior’s love for me!
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WEEK FIVE
—Saturday—

I do not know the enemies that sur-
round me — but you do! Show me how
to trust you more completely. Heal my

wounds!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup over-
flows’” (Psa. 23:5). In the midst of the wilderness of
Judea David led his sheep into an abundant pasture.
In spite of the wolves, lions or bears that surrounded
the sheep they ate in safety because of the shepherd.
The protection and provision of the sheep was very
real to David. How even more real was the case of the
Great Shepherd. Dear Lord, what you were to David,
you want to be for all men. When the sheep were hurt
the shepherd would pour on oil to heal the wound.
How significant that the sheep was wounded on the
head! The care of the sheep is so full and abundant as
to be like the provision of a special guest at a feast.

Express yvourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
vyour own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I have thought so often that we live in the midst of
the Spirit world — what marvelous care you have
given to all your defenseless sheep! In the environ-
ment of intense hostility you have prepared a feast. 1
am not going to turn aside from your abundance to
eat animal food.

How glad I am, beyond words, to accept your care in
my life. You know all that is needed in the hidden
areas of my heart and head. I am delighted to bow
before you as the Great Shepherd to receive whatever
care | need. At times [ do not even know I am
wounded — you are watching and know my needs so
much better than I do. How I do praise you for such
provision.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Dear Gentle Shepherd, how often have I found myself
eating hog husks? Why eat such terrible food when

you have prepared such a sumptuous table in this
wilderness? It is the stupidity and willfulness of this
sheep — forgive me! If the oil is not applied to the
hurt the wound could fester and I could die from it.
It is not at all the eternal death in hell (although it
could eventuate in such) but in a separation from you
— i.e. in some area of my life. Dear Lord, | do not
want such! I want your healing balm for every hurt,
known or unknown.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Savior, Thy dying love

Thou gavest me;

Nor should I aught withhold,
Dear Lord, from Thee:

In love my soul would bow,
My heart fulfill its vow,

Some off’ring bring Thee now,
Something for Thee.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

“I tell you the truth, the man who does not
10 enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by
some other way, is a thief and a robber. *The man
who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep.
3The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep
listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name
and leads them out. *When he has brought out all his
own, he goes ahead of them, and his sheep follow
him because they know his voice. SBut they will never
follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from
him because they do not recognize a stranger’s
voice.”” *Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did
not understand what he was telling them. —John
10:1-6, NIV



READ HIS WORD TO HIM

It is a real joy to read this word in your presence and
identify myself as a careful listener to my Lord. Jesus
often emphasized the importance of what he said, or
was about to say — open my ears to hear him! You
have a very large herd of sheep — made up of many
flocks. I take this to refer today to all your sheep in
the international church — and to the many shepherds
you have to help these sheep follow the one true
shepherd. As our Lord spoke to the false shepherds in
the persons of the Pharisees so I hear him speak to-
day: ““. . . the man who does not enter the sheep pen
by the gate (and our Lord is that gate) . . . is a thief
and a robber.”” Open my ears, | do want to listen!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

How easy it is to imagine I am not that thief or rob-
ber. These men wanted into the pen — if the pen is
heaven (ultimately and potentially) then such men do
have an interest in heaven. If for any reason someone
wants to go to heaven and does not enter through our
Lord he is by Jesus’ definition “‘a thief and a
robber.”” In contrast is the true shepherds of the sheep
(we believe they are the elders of the local flocks).
God is watching for such shepherds — the door to
heaven is always open for the true shepherds. Such
shepherds know the names and needs of their sheep
— they are called by name as they enter the gate and
after they are in the enclosure.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that my Lord was unafraid to “‘beard
the lion in his den’” — i.e. to speak directly to the
Pharisees about their lack and need. (2) Thank you
for the international sheep pen called heaven — here
on earth ‘‘the body of Christ.”” (3) Thank you for our
wonderful gate or door to the fold. (4) Thank you for
God the watchman who opens the gate — even the
veil of his flesh. (5) Thank you that I even now hear
his voice and follow him. (6) Thank you that Jesus
our good shepherd wants to lead us out into the world
before we are all led into the eternal fold of heaven.
(7) Thank you that I can distinguish between a false
and the true shepherd.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not
understand what he was ielling them.” How well the
devil does accuse and deceive people! He needs to do
very little work once he has their heads full of plans
and programs in which you have no part. When the
focus of attention is broken it is impossible to concen-
trate. The figure of speech Jesus used was not com-
plicated or difficult to follow but these men were not
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listening. How well do they represent men today!
How much we miss of the eternal and beautiful
because we were caught up in our own little world of
interests. We are so glad someone understood and
kept a record of what Jesus said — his name was
John, the writer of this gospel.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

What a vast change of subjects! Or is it? Sheep can
and do listen or do not — are blind to the obvious —
and most of all need ‘‘the Son of Man’’ who is their
shepherd. As one of these I lift up these requests: (1)
As a shepherd — i.e. some people follow me — I
want every day — in at least every major decision to
“‘enter in by the one door.”” (2) I am either a thief
and a robber or the shepherd of the sheep — this does
not leave much room for an option — write these
words upon my heart!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I have more sin if I say ““/ see”" when I am really not
willing to follow. Reach my conscience: (1) “Who as

a sheep hears your voice? Are you ready to lead them
— feed them — protect them?’’ (2) ““How far ahead

are you in your example to the sheep?”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

North Yemen — Point for prayer: The nation’s
stability and social structure are threatened by exter-
nal attack, internal feuding, and the widespread use
of the narcotic qat. Pray for spiritual liberation, as
yet very few Yemenis have ever heard the gospel.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,

From angels bending near the earth,
To touch their harps of gold:
““Peace on the earth, good will to men,
From heaven's all-gracious King."’
The world in solemn stillness lay,
To hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats
O’er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lowly plains
They bend on hovering wing,

And ever o’er its Babel sounds
The blessed angels sing.
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WEEK SIX
—Sunday—

Prepare my heart just here to live with
you forever! Teach me how to let you
live in me!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days
of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
JSorever®’ (Psa. 23:6). Such a precious verse! How well
does this one verse describe yourself! Here are just a
few expressions of praise: (1) You see man and care
about him. (2) You are active in preparing good
things for all men. (3) You want to be the shepherd of
every man alive upon this earth. (4) The promise is
very clear that goodness and love will be the inevitable
consequence of accepting you as our shepherd. (5)
There is an eternal house in which we can live with
you. All such beautiful thoughts are only beautiful
thoughts for those who do not want you as a
shepherd.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

Surely I want your goodness — but I recognize I shall
never find it by reaching out for it — it will follow
me. Goodness and love are the fruit of the Spirit. 1
want to be filled with yourself in the Person of the
Holy Spirit and then such qualities will follow as light
follows night. If my body is not here the house of the
Lord I can have no real promise of living in your eter-
nal house after this life. Dear Lord, make my house
your house! Open my eyes that | may see goodness
and love as you do. I might not even know such
qualities were mine if | did not look at them through
your eyes. How I do praise you with my whole heart
for this confident promise of heaven!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

It is so easy to be caught up in the rush of the daily
chores that goodness and love are forgotten — or
never considered. We fasten on the tasks of the mo-

ment and forget the hour; we work out a day and
forget the week; we hurry through the week and
forget the month; months go by and before we know
it a year has come and gone. We look back and are
startled that so many years have seemingly disap-
peared — and all of life has slipped away — eternity
is upon us. Dear Lord, I want to live in your house
today so I will feel comfortable in heaven. Forgive
me, and keep the eyes of my heart open!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Be not aweary, for labor will cease
Some glad morning;
Turmoil will change into infinite peace,
Some bright morning.
Some bright morning,
Some glad morning,
When the sun is shining in th'eternal sky;
Some bright morning,
Some glad morning,
We shall see the Lord of Harvest,
By and by.
Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even .’il.ﬂg another prayer song.

HIS WORD

"Therefore Jesus said again, ‘I tell you the truth, I
am the gate for the sheep. *All who ever came before
me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not
listen to them. °I am the gate; whoever enters through
me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and
find pasture. “The thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and
have it to the full.”” —John 10:7-10, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

It is indeed a positive joy to read these living words in



your presence! I understand that in the country pens
for the sheep the shepherds could not afford a
wooden gate so a shepherd would himself lie down
across the entrance into the enclosure and thus he
would be the gate to the fold. Before any sheep came
in or went out he must pass the shepherd. My dear
Lord is that gate! All that came before were thieves
and robbers. I believe this is a thinly veiled descrip-
tion of the Pharisees and the rulers of the Jews who
claimed to be shepherds of God’s people. Somehow
the common people had the spiritual perception that
enabled them to reject such false shepherds — and
also to recognize the true shepherd.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

What a powerful promise: “'. . . whoever enters
through me will be saved (or kept safe).’” For each
day I want you to be the gate into such safety. In that
day I claim yor protection and salvation. It would be
indeed a comforting thought if we could obtain your
promise of deliverance from all foes for a whole day
— you must be the door for every moment — not on-
ly for the day. To continue the promise Jesus says to
me: ““He (I) will come in and go out, and find pas-
ture.”’ In just the little ordinary “‘going in and com-
ing out’’ my Lord promised his sheep would find
*‘green pastures’’ and ‘‘still waters.”” Dear Lord I
have found it so!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the warning concerning the thief:
“‘to steal and kill and destroy.”’ (2) Thank you for the
promise of abundant life — 1 have found it true! (3)
Thank you my Lord is my gate to salvation here and
hereafter. (4) Thank you that I can be prepared to
identify the thieves and robbers. (5) Thank you for
tuning my ears to your voice. (6) Thank you my Lord
twice over said to me “‘I am the gate.”’ (7) Thank you
for *‘life to the full’ right here and right now.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““I have come that they may have life, and have it to
the full.”” The life our Lord gives is like all his crea-
tion — or gifts, lavish or super-abundant. How full is
the life he gives: (1) In just the years lived — if we
obey his laws of self-control we can die ““old and full
of years.”” (2) Our life together as husband and wife
becomes so much much more full and satisfying for
everyone when our lives are directed by him. (3) In
our employee-employer relationship our job becomes
a service to him and becomes so much more meaning-
ful. (4) Most of all in our relationship with you we
have life and not letter. What a joyous fellowship
when we come to you in a knowledge of the present
loving Saviour.
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READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

There are several relationships here described — I
need them all — I lift up these requests in obtaining
them: (1) You are the door the only door — the good
shepherd — and the only good shepherd. Your exclu-
siveness is a flat contradiction to man’s independence
— dear Lord, I want to accept such words with no re-
servations or rationalizations — help me to do so. (2)
Salvation is mine here and now — plenty of food for
my heart — plenty of water for my thirst — increase
my capacity to accept this thought.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

It is not easy to every day tune into your voice speak-
ing to my conscience — there are many days when |
would just as soon you didn’t bother me. Forgive me
— speak to me now — here — today: (1) “Do you
want to be saved or lost?’’ (2) “‘Do you want to live
or just exist?”’ (3) ““Trust me — I know who I am
and where | am going.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

South Yemen — Population: 2,116,000. Point for
prayer: All mission work in the country was ter-
minated in 1972 with the nationalization of all mission
and church property. For years a few missionaries
suffered and witnessed in this land but with very little
fruit. Pray that the land may again be opened for the
gospel.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

King of my life I crown Thee now—
Thine shall the glory be;
Lest I forget Thy thorn-crowned brow,

Lead me to Calvary.

Lest I forget Gethsemane,

Lest I forget Thine agony,

Lest I forget Thy love for me,

Lead me to Calvary

Show me the tomb where Thou was laid,
Tenderly mourned and wept;
Angels in robes of light arrayed,
Guarded Thee whilst Thou slept.
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WEEK SIX
—Monday—

I am overwhelmed by your creative
genious. Open my eyes to the world
about me. Prepare me to do this in this
worship time!
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PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“For the earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the
world, and all who live in it; for he founded it upon
the seas and established it upon the waters’ (Psa.
24:1,2). Your total sovereignty is seen most clearly in
these verses. How glad I am to accept your ownership
of this entire earth — and all other planets and stars.
They are yours by right of creation. The inventory of
your possessions includes all the animate and inani-
mate upon the earth. When viewed from outer space
the earth is very blue in color — it is because ‘‘he
founded it upon the seas and established it upon the
waters.”” Most of your creation on this earth is water.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I have tried to lift up the qualities of your sovereignty
and omnipotence. How shall I relate to all these
verses say to me? I could bow before you in silent
wonder. As I look at the trees just outside our door I
want to remember they belong to you. As I view the
stretch of the landscape I know it all belongs to you.
With every man I meet I want to recall this verse —
they all belong to you — they are animated by the
spirit you sent into their bodies — when they die they
will return into your eternal presence — in heaven or
hell. How many thousand different kinds of fish did
you create to live in the seas?

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

I am overwhelmed with your creative genius. I live
far too often as if this world were indeed the product
of a process with no meaning instead of the creation
of an all-powerful personal heavenly Father. If T will
simply turn any leaf over I can see stamped on the
underside the name: God. As | look up into the sky I

can see embossed on every cloud “‘the creation of
your Father.” 1 can see this if I have eyes to see.
Forgive me for my blindness. How much more can I
enjoy this world when I look for the purpose of the
designer in it. Let me look again at the tremendous
variety in just the insect world and remember you did
it to captivate our interest and thought. After all you
could have created a monotonous world of sameness.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

All Thy works shall praise Thy name, in earth,
and sky, and sea;

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!

God over all, and blest eternally.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

14T am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep. *The hired hand is not
the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees
the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs
away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it.
“The man runs away because he is a hired hand and
cares nothing for the sheep. —John 10:11-13, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Dear Lord, you and only you are the good Shepherd!
You and only you are the true SHEPHERD. I believe
the emphasis is upon the words *‘I'* and *‘good.”
You and only you could lay down your life (soul) for
the sheep. Although other shepherds would be willing
to do this (Rom. 9:1-3) yet their sacrifice would not
save the sheep. Could we even in ten thousand years
express adequately what it means for you to love us as
you do! You own us twice over — by creation and re-



demption. It was the life of the Shepherd for the life
of the sheep. The *‘*hired hand’' as used in this con-
text must refer to the Pharisees who acted in the very
way here described.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

My blessed Lord is giving all elders an example. In a
sense the preacher is included — Paul said to certain
shepherds: “‘In all things I have left you an example”
(Acts 20:35). How ready am I even this day to give
my life to save other people? I have seen many wolves
in my day — of various sizes and kinds. What is my
reaction when I see a real threat to the life of the
sheep? The obvious alternate is to stay and protect the
sheep in any way I can — even to the expending of all
my energy for them. How many flocks have been
scattered and lost because we were not prepared to
face the wolves? Paul was and did. I can and I will!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for my Lord’s clear identification of
himself as the good Shepherd. (2) Thank you for the
meaning of the term *‘good’’ i.e. perfect. (3) Thank
you that he can be and is 7y Shepherd. (4) Thank you
for saving this one lost sheep. (5) Thank you for the
incredible price it cost you for all of us and each of
us. (6) Thank you for the plain identity of the ““hired-
hand" type shepherd. (7) Thank you that my good
Shepherd fought and killed the wolf for me.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it.”’
How many sheep have been scattered since the day
my Lord spoke these words? We could also ask:
“‘how many sheep have been saved and have entered
into eternal life?"" Neither the wolf nor the good
shepherd are dead. Both could be dead in the life-
experience of any sheep. It is our response to the call
of the Shepherd — or of the wolf — that makes their
actions real to us. They are indeed alive apart from us
— and to neglect our Lord and his word is to ask for
the attack of the wolf.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

Would not we be able to determine whether you are
our Shepherd by where we are — what we eat and in
our sense of security? 1 ask for your help just here:
(1) Show me again the agonies of Golgotha — the
price the good Shepherd paid for me. (2) Open my
eyes to see just how much hassle the Shepherd took
from those who should have been his friends to pro-
tect his flock. (3) Am I one of the “‘hirelings’? I am
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if I am not like your Son in my care for others —
help me dear Lord!

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers,

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Somehow these most familiar words take on new
meaning — speak them into my heart: (1) ““Running
away from a problem identifies your true nature; rake
heed!”’ (2) *‘Please renew your concern — take your
example from me NOT others."

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Yugoslavia — Population: 23,100,000. Point for
prayer: The country is passing through a period of
great stress. The economy is in a bad state, and the
complex one-party federal leadership is finding it hard
to solve the regional inequalities, severe inflation and
high unemployment. Pray for the present situation to
heighten the spiritual awareness of the people.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory dies,
My richest gain 1 count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ, my Lord;
All the vain things that charm me most

I sacrifice them to His blood.
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WEEK SIX
—Tuesday—

Help us!

Just now we ascend your holy hill. We
lift up holy hands to you in adoration.
We believe we are accepted in your Son.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? Who may
stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and
a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol
or swear by what is false. He will receive blessing
Jrom the Lord and vindication from God his Savior’’
(Psa. 24:3-5). David is asking who may worship you?
In answering the question he describes your person
and gives us attributes for which we can praise you.
He says first of all that there is a place where this
worship happens. In our time it is our own body. You
live in us through the Holy Spirit. David also says you
can forgive our sins and thus give us clean hands and
a pure heart! How very much we need these promises!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
Yyour own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

Dear Lord, I praise you for being such an exclusive
God. You want no other gods before you. You de-
serve this exalted place — there are no other gods —
except those we make in our blindness and selfishness.
I do want to lift up my hands and heart to you just
now as my God — my Lord. My hands are clean and
my heart is pure because of your love expressed in the
death of your Son. I see behind the phrase “. . . or
swear by what is false’” the ONE who is true! I want
to promise faithfulness to you — not because I have
to — but because I want to. The blessing I receive
from you is obtained in the very action of obeying
you. How altogether worthy of adoration and praise
you are!

How do you personally relate to this quality of

God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

I look again at the qualities of yourself behind these
words: (1) One worthy of worship. (2) You have a
place of worship. (3) You are holy as should be the

place where you live and we worship. (4) You clean
people up and make them pure — through
forgiveness. (5) You will not brook competitions — of
any kind. (6) You are truth. (7) You promise blessing
and vindication. In each of these areas I am a sinner:
(1) My worship is so poorly expressed. (2) I am a
most unholy place for your dwelling. (3) I do so need
to be made clean and pure. (4) I have become your
competition. (5) I lie — even to myself. (6) I do even
now claim out of the most sincere repentance and
confession I can give the blessing of vindication
before you! What a wonder of liberation is
forgiveness!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Nearer, still nearer, close to Thy heart,
Draw me, my Savior, so precious Thou art;
Fold, O fold me close to Thy breast,
Shelter me safe in that haven of rest,
Shelter me safe in that haven of rest.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

14T am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my
sheep know me — 'Sjust as the Father knows me and
I know the Father — and | lay down my life for the
sheep. "I have other sheep that are not of this flock. I
must bring them also. They too will listen to my
voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.
"The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down
my life — only to take it up again. *No one takes it
from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have
authority to lay it down and authority to take it up
again. This command I received from my Father.”
YAt these words the Jews were again divided. **Many
of them said, ‘‘He is demon-possessed and raving



mad. Why listen to him?"’

2'But others said, ‘“These are not the sayings of a man
possessed by a demon. How can a demon open the
eyes of the blind?"" —John 10:14-21, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Could there be a more meaningful verse than verse
fourteen? I could rest upon these words for all eterni-
ty! My dear Lord is the good Shepherd of whom
David wrote so long ago (Psalm 23:1-6). All of the
qualities described by David 1 find fulfilled in Jesus.
He knows me, and every other sheep, better than |
know myself. How deep down and far out does he
know me! 1 want to more and more know you. The
relationship of the Son and yourself is a pattern for
me!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

It is startling to read of this comparison: we are to
know the Good Shepherd in the same way (surely not
in the same relationship) he knows you. My Lord is
saying experiential knowledge is essential. Jesus really
wants us to appreciate two things: (1) He is the Good
Shepherd. (2) He lays down his life for us. He repeats
such statements. Dear Lord, 1 shall never, never be
able to hear them enough! | am one of those ‘“‘other
sheep”’. He has brought me to himself! Dear Lord, I
do hear your voice — I am glad to mingle and mix with
all the sheep you have in your great international pen.
My Lord defines his relationship with you — but it is
most difficult for me to truly assimilate. Is he saying
your love for him is drawn out in more intense ex-
pression because of his choice to lay down his life?

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the omnipotence of your Son — no
man — no one —had the authority to take his life. (2)
Thank you for the self-giving love of my Lord —
what an example! (3) Thank you that Jesus could as
easily ‘‘take up’' his life as he could lay it down. (4)
Thank you that Jesus was willing to submit his equali-
ty while on earth. (5) Thank you for the anger and
joy as an adequate response to my Lord’s words. (6)
Thank you all racial barriers have been removed in
the death of my Lord. (7) Thank you my Lord has
one international flock.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““At these words the Jews were again divided.” How
typical of some religious leaders! But then Jesus
divides the closest of friends and relatives. He himself
said he came to send a sword into the earth. At least
these religious leaders were ready to attribute Jesus’
power and wisdom to the spirit-world. We wonder
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how much of this physical world is nor influenced by
the powers in the unseen world? The miracles of Jesus
were so open, so public, so obvious, there was no way
anyone could deny them — i.e. short of lying. Dear
Lord, I want the wholeness that only acceptance of
your Lordship can give. | want this for everyone.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I do feel “‘at home’’ in these verses — they minister
to my whole person. I lift up these requests out of
them: (1) I do not know myself — such knowledge is
not in man — | know you — and only you know me.
I want to present my body — its energies and abilities
to you — help me. (2) My Lord was so conscious of
his Deity — his oneness with you — and of his mis-
sion with its consequences — keep these ever ever
before me! (3) I understand to some extent just what
is involved with ‘‘one flock — one shepherd’’ — ah,
but there is so much more to know — help me!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I have committed myself to the prayer my Lord
prayed for his scattered sheep. Speak to my heart: (1)
““I do have other sheep — would you like to know
them?"’ (2) ““They shall become one flock. 1 did not
say they might become one flock.” (3) *“I will bring
them into one flock — not you — but me.”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Yugoslavia — Point for prayer: There has been con-
siderable liberty for Christians since the *60s.Pray for
continued and greater freedom for the gospel. Few
Yugoslavs have ever heard a clear presentation of the
good news in Jesus. It would be tragic if Christians
do not use to the full present liberty to reach out to
the unconverted; there is a definite increase in hunger
after God.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Christ, the Lord, is ris’n today, Hallelujah!
Sons of men and angels say, Hallelujah!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Hallelujah!
Sing, ye heav’ns; thou earth, reply, Hallelujah!

Love’s redeeming work is done, Hallelujah!
Fought the fight, the battle won, Hallelujah!
Lo! our sun’s eclipse is o'er, Hallelujah!
Lo! He sets in blood no more, Hallelujah!
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WEEK SIX
—Wednesday—

Give us your triumph!

We enter the palace of hope — the
house of praise — restore our souls.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; in you I trust,
my God. Do not let me be put to shame, nor let my
enemies triumph ovr me. No one whose hope is in
you will be put to shame . . ."" (Psa. 25:1-3a). You
have an interest in all men and all in man. David said
he lifted up his whole self to you in praise and trust.
Praise your name, such is the interest you have in all
men that any of us can so trust in you. To be “‘put to
shame’’ suggests embarrassment before people. I am
so glad you are concerned about society and such
relationships.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

Since we are eternally conscious beings there is no
way our enemies can triumph over us. Death becomes
the ultimate victory! However, it was for the here and
now that David prayed. What a glorious promise:
““No one whose hope is in you will be put to shame.”
What hope do you give us? Ah, to ask such a ques-
tion is to throw open the wide door of your record of
participation in man’s life from Eden’s garden to the
present. The record of your word speaks eloquently
that there is no hope from any other source. I do
want to lift up my whole life to you — because it is
with it you are at work. Praise your name.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
thar you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Dear Lord, I do want to offer you the trust of
resignation — 1 lift up my life as a lump of clay for
you to create for this day a vessel to carry your life to
the lives of others. It is in my trust in myself — and
my hope in my own interests that I have been *“‘put to
shame’ — or disappointed. [ disappoint myself — let
alone you. Forgive me. Somehow the whole willing-

ness to lift my whole self up to you as a living
sacrifice is lacking — help me and forgive me. I have
confidence in your character — I trust you — but 1
cannot trust myself. I see more clearly than ever that
my trust must be outward and not inward.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Sing them over again to me,
Wonderful words of Life;

Let me more of their beauty see,
Wonderful words of Life.

Words of life and beauty,

Teach me faith and duty;
Beautiful words, wonderful words,
Wonderful words of Life;
Beautiful words, wonderful words,
Wonderful words of Life.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others
10 and sent them two by two ahead of him to every
town and place where he was about to go. *He told
them, *‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore to send
out workers into his harvest field. *Go! I am sending
you out like lambs among wolves. ‘Do not take a
purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on
the road.”” —Luke 10:1-4, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

We remember another such mission earlier in the
ministry of our Lord. At that time he sent twelve out
into the villages of Galilee (Matthew 10:1-42; Mark
6:1-13; Luke 9:1-9). In this campaign Jesus sends
these men into Judea. These are obviously two efforts



with the same purpose. [ receive the words “‘after
this"" to refer to the incidents we have just considered
at the feast of the Tabernacles. My Lord is about to
enter Judea on one last evangelistic crusade. (Perhaps
I have overstated the circumstance.) How 1 would like
to believe there is a beautiful pattern in these words
for my evangelistic efforts!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

There is so much for me to learn in praise, interces-
sion and thanksgiving in these verses: (1) If I enter a
city or village to speak for you and you have no plans
to enter that place — 1 had just as well stayed home.
(2) My Lord sent the 70 (72?) in search of workers —
but asked that prayer be used to find them. What a
lesson for recruitment! (3) If the harvest was plentiful
then, it is much more plentiful now. (4) Jesus pro-
mised rejection and persecution — men would be men
ready to tear at them like wolves. (5) He promised
them protection and provision. What wonderful en-
couragement for me!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that Jesus is still in the appointing
business — he knows so much better than we do who
should be sent. (2) Thank you that Jesus expects us to
use our common sense in our work. (3) Thank you
that we all are just the harbingers of his coming to
any place of his service. (4) Thank you for the
estimate of plentifulness for the harvest then and
now. (5) Thank you that the ‘“Lord of the harvest”
has more invested than we do in the harvest. (6)
Thank you for the plain promise that if we ask we
shall receive in finding workers for his harvest. (7)
Thank you that you have opened my eyes to see this
section as a program for recruitment of workers not
only a harvest of the lost.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not
greet anyone on the road.’’ There seems to be a great
urgency in the instructions given here. The hospitality
of the Jewish people would answer the need for a
purse or extra clothes. The popularity of Jesus and
the desire for the Messiah and the Kingdom of God is
the backdrop for such words. I do wonder just what
the seventy said as they went into a village? They were
able to confirm their words with signs or miracles —
but what did they say? It would hardly be enough to
repeat over and over again “‘the kingdom of heaven is
near.”” The Holy Spirit perhaps gave their message as
he gave them miracles to credential it.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.
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READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

There is indeed a pattern here — 1 lift up these re-
quests in an effort to find it! (1) Show me the com-
panion you have appointed to accompany me in seek-
ing the lost. (2) I am in prayer right now for the
village — city — country into which I should go. (3)
Write these words with a pen of iron on my heart:
““the harvest is indeed plentiful.’’ (4) There are still
wolves ready to devour your servants — but NOT if
we do not bother them — but neither shall we find
the lost — help us to go where they are — both the
wolves and the lost!

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I wait just here to feel — sense — understand your
thrust — out into the harvest field: (1) *“I know who
should be sent and just where — but if you do not
‘go’ there is no promise of my ““/o I am with

you." ** (2) “I send you as harbingers not the sum
source of all religious information.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Zaire — Population: 33,100,000. Points for praise: (1)
The massive turning to Christ. The number of Chris-
tians has grown from 1.4% of the population in 1900
to 91% today. (2) The costly service of missionaries.
Many lives have been laid down for Christ through
sickness in the earlier years, and martyrdoms in the
bloody aftermath of independence.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Low in the grave He lay — Jesus, my Savior!
Waiting the coming day — Jesus, my Lord!
Up from the grave He arose
With a might triumph o'er His foes;

He arose a Victor from the dark domain,
And He lives for ever with His saints to reign:
He arose! He arose!

Hallelujah! Christ arose!

Vainly they watch His bed — Jesus my Savior!
Vainly they seal the dead — Jesus, my Lord!
Up from the grave He arose
With a mighty triumph o’er His foes;

He arose a Victor from the dark domain,
And He lives for ever with His saints to reign:
He arose! He arose!

Hallelujah! Christ arose!
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WEEK SIX
—Thursday—

We lay ourselves before you that you
may teach us in our spirits. What a time
of refreshing this can be!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths;
guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God
my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long’’ (Psa.
25:4,5). This is a wonderful source of encouragement,
as it is also a well spring of praise! That you would
want to show me your ways, that you would desire to
teach me of your paths is a great source of strength to
my heart. Yea to the hearts of all men. What a prayer
this is! In our reading of your word we have the pro-
mise of guidance! You can be and are our teacher.
Gladly do we say ‘“‘amen’’ to all David says in his
acknowledgement of yourself as our hope all the day
long.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I am glad to be taught by you. As the Great Source
of all knowledge you have several teachers to give in-
struction to this disciple: (1) Suffering of any kind
gets my attention right away. My response to chasten-
ing does indeed teach me — my response to your
word in the circumstance will indicate if it is my way
or your way that is taught. (2) Your goodness —
although not so obvious does show me your paths,
does show me your ways (to reverse the thoughts).
How I respond to abundance is controlled by my
reception of your word prior to my enjoyment of
your goodness. In all of this I praise you for caring
so much.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal,

CONFESSION OF SIN

Indeed, my hope is in you or I have no hope, How 1|
do want to learn how better to respond to all you
have said that your guidance might bring me closer
and closer to all you want it to be. I believe if I were

much more open to the meaning of what you say in
your word I would be shown your ways in areas I
have not even thought about. Forgive me for my
closed heart! If I were just more wide-eyed in my
desire to be taught I would learn again and again
from what you have said. Forgive my insensitivity.
““You are my God and my Saviour, and my hope is in
you all day long”’ this day and every day. Cleanse me
— use me.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms;

What a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

Leaning, leaning,

Safe and secure from all alarms;

Leaning, leaning,

Leaning on the everlasting arms.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

$*“When you enter a house, [lirst say, ‘Peace to this
house.’ ’If a man of peace is there, your peace will
rest on him; if not, it will return to you. "Stay in that
house, eating and drinking whatever they give you,
for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move
around from house to house.”" —Luke 10:5-7, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Here are the very words of your Son concerning
preparation in the homes of people for the coming of
the Messiah, i.e. the King. Should we make less or
different preparations today? I think not. How good
to read that we are to find someone who will give us a
sympathetic interest. The greeting of “‘peace to this



house’ means that we wish your best for every house
— but if the occupants do not return the greeting and
express it in hospitality then we should look for one
who will. You cannot teach those who do not want to
be taught. It would seem Jesus is saying some center
of operations is to be established. The seventy (and
the twelve) were to expect to be given enough to eat
and drink.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

In the principles here taught I am learning much —
thank you! If little inconveniences arise — or slight
misunderstandings occur do not move — bear with
such problems. The evangelizing of the neighborhood
is more important than these problems. Besides: you
will not be home long enough to aggravate the dif-
ficulty. How much I can gain from these words! My
Lord also taught we should not be fastidious in our
choice of food: “‘eating and drinking whatever they
give you.”” Did our Lord find such a problem among
the seventy? Even among the twelve? How did he
overcome it? By instruction and example! Dear Lord,
I hear — open my ears! [ see — open my eyes!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for our Lord’s clear word that house
to house visitation was his idea. (2) Thank you that
we are NOT responsible for the negative reactions of
those on whom we call. (3) Thank you for the pro-
mise of those who will welcome at least the first hear-
ing of the good news. (4) Thank you for the word
that: “‘the worker deserves his wages.”” (5) Thank you
that Jesus, “‘the Lord of heaven’’ set the example in
humble dependence upon others. (6) Thank you for
the plan to evangelize the whole city, town or village.
(7) Thank you there is more reason now to tell of the
King and his kingdom than when Jesus sent out the
seventy.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““Do not move around from house to house.' Are not
these strange words from God incarnate in human
flesh? Why would he be concerned — or concern
himself with such a little detail as hospitality in the
house of a stranger? It is because he was interested in
how the host would respond to the message of the
Kingdom. He did not want the coming of the King to
be hindered by the coming of his servants. The One
who had so much in accommodations chose to be born
in a stable. He who could have created a king’s palace
to top all king’s palaces chose to live in the despised
town of Nazareth. Ah, what thoughtful care my Lord
taught me by his example.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.
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READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

What a joy to find instructions for evangelistic calling.
I lift up these words that 1 might apply these divine
instructions to my life: (1) Who is it who wants to be
taught today? If we never knock on their door — or
ring their phone we shall never know — break our
bondage of apathy! (2) I need your own humility and
grace to put up with little inconveniences. Indeed 1 do
— help me. (3) Smash my stupid selfishness in what 1
like to eat when it can hinder sharing the bread come
down from heaven.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

It is one long time this side of that day when my Lord
first sent out his evangelistic callers — but he yet
speaks to me: (1) ‘‘Please, please break away from the
traditions of independence found in the USA." (2)
““Reach out — I did — I do.” (3) ““Take the persecu-
tion — you share my suffering in doing so."

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Zaire — Point for prayer: The Church of Christ in
Zaire (ECZ) came into being through both govern-
ment edict and pressure from unscrupulous church
leaders. There have been positive benefits; the
divisiveness of tribalism has been diminished, for one.
However, the negatives must be prayerfully
counteracted.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

All hail the pow'r of Jesus’ name!
Let angels prostrate fall!
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all;
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all.

Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race,
Ye ransomed from the fall,

Hail Him who saves you by His grace,
And crown Him Lord of all;
Hail Him who saves you by His grace,
And crown Him Lord of all.
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WEEK SIX
—Friday—

As we pause in your sacred presence we
know you will instruct us in the way
prepared for each one of us. We gladly
worship you!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Who, then, is the man that fears the Lord? He will
instruct him in the way chosen for him. He will spend
his days in prosperity, and his descendants will inherit
the land. The Lord confides in those who fear him; he
makes his covenant known to them’’ (Psa. 25:12-14).
In these three verses I find such deep reasons for
praise: (1) You are altogether worthy of my reverence
or awe. I do fear you in the sense of punishment —
even when I have been deserving of punishment I
feared the appplication of it. I refer to your chasten-
ing here — I claim your Son's payment for my eternal
punishment. (2) I do want to maintain such reverence
primarily because of your very nature — but also to
claim the promise — the blessed promise that you will
instruct me in the way chosen for me.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I am not unaware that these words were written
millenia ago by David concerning his experience with
you. But I am also aware they contain eternal prin-
ciples that apply as much to me as to him. I praise
you that this very day you will instruct me in the way
chosen by you just for me! Dear Lord, I want to have
my ears attuned and my eyes open. In the common
course of the day my blessed Lord will teach me as we
go. | apply the promise of prosperity to the same kind
of prosperity my Lord enjoyed. David was physically
prosperous — and his descendants did indeed inherit
the tiny land of Palestine — and what did it bring
them by way of happiness? I count whatever word
you want to confide in me of greater treasure than

Egypt.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

I do long for a ‘““meek and quiet spirit’> — I want to
walk and think and be humble before you. But I am a
proud person! Of what? Of being proud! Dear God
what a sin! I have a real problem in separating the
quality of sufficiency you have given me from the
total dependence I have related to yourself. The
answer is in becoming like a child who is both
autonomous and dependent. Thank you! I believe you
have confided in me and have made your two-way
agreement known to me. Forgive me for my amazing
selfishness. For the ability to assume positions and
possessions that are not mine at all — they belong to
you — forgive, forgive me!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Far and near the fields are teeming
With the waves of ripened grain;

Far and near their gold is gleaming
O’er the sunny slope and plain.

Lord of harvest, send forth reapers!
Hear us, Lord, to Thee we cry;

Send them now the sheaves to gather,
Ere the harvest time pass by.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

“When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what
is set before you. "Heal the sick who are there and tell
them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you.' “But when
you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its
streets and say, ""*Even the dust of your town that
sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure
of this: The kingdom of God is near.’ I tell you, it
will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for
that town.”” —Luke 10:8-12, NIV



READ HIS WORD TO HIM

My Lord asked his disciples to suit their tastes to
those of their hosts. Does he ask less of me? ‘‘Eat
what is set before you’ — there are millions of peo-
ple who have nothing set before them. ‘‘Eat what is
set before you'’' — you did not earn it — it is a gift
— receive it with gratitude — adapt your tastes to
your host’s.

How casually did Jesus tell these men to ‘‘heal the
sick’” — such healing was a small part of the whole.
The point of the visit was to make a grand announce-
ment: ‘‘the kingdom of God is near you.’’ In what a
supernatural atmosphere was all this tour conducted!
Jesus intended to arouse the interest of all the people
of the town.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

How wonderfully good it would be to be one of the
seventy as they made their way up a road that led
through Chorazin or Bethsaida. These men were to
sense the attitude of the whole village. I wonder how
this was done? Were there official representatives who
gave such an impression? To obtain such strong reac-
tions there must have been those who strongly re-
jected our Lord’s claim to Messiahship. More than
that — these persons were able to influence others un-
til the whole town refused our Lord.

Dear Lord, I do want to adopt your attitude toward
those who reject you. I want to remember this was
not the first opportunity these people had to accept
him., Where there is strong faith there is also strong
disbelief. Both men are exercising the capacity you
gave them.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for your constant provision — help me
with thanksgiving to eat what is set before me. (2)
Thank you for the warm welcome I have received in
hundreds of homes. (3) Thank you for the wonderful
supernatural credentials your disciples had who were
establishing the deity of my Lord. (4) Thank you for
the present kingdom of yourself of which I am a
citizen. (5) Thank you for my cternal inheritance
reserved in the eternal kingdom. (6) Thank you for
the clear explanation of the right response to con-
tinual rejection. (7) Thank you that there will be a
judgment based on the opportunities we have had —
at least such will be a part of the eternal evaluation.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for
Sodom than for that town.’* There will be a judg-
ment! There will be an evaluation of responsibility! It
is one incredible thought that all men of all nations —
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yea, all men of the largest cities will be called to give
an account. It is even more mind-boggling that whole
cities and towns will be judged as municipalities.
There is one, and only one, liberating thought: the
Christian will not be judged! We are judged in him as
relating to our sins. There will indeed be an evalua-
tion of our works but not of our sins. After all who
could stand before the bar of absolute justice?

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I lift up these petitions very confident of your answer:
(1) Give me this day my daily bread — AND hclp me
to be genuinely grateful! (2) Bring to my remem-
brance all the blessed hospitality I have enjoyed in the
homes of many people. (3) I do want my daily con-
duct to be the credentials of the genuineness of my
message. If I can’t live it who can? Help me! (4) You
are ruling from the throne of my heart — keep me
well aware of this fact!

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Continue your ministry in my heart-needs: (1) “‘I rule
so briefly here — so incompletely — there is a whole
new eternal world and eternal life to come.”" (2)
“‘Judgment is based on opportunity — please, please
remember this.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Zambia — Population: 6,800,000. Point for prayer:
Praise God for the impact of the gospel in Zambia in
recent years. a) Many have come to personal faith
from nominal or sectarian Christianity. b) Increased
evangelization in urban areas of the copperbelt towns
and Lusaka. ¢) Outreach to rural areas once devoid of
clear gospel witness.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Crown Him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon His throne;
Hark, how the heav’'nly anthem drowns
All music but its own!

Awake, my soul, and sing
Of Him who died for thee,

And hail Him as thy matchless King
Through all eternity.
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WEEK SIX
—Saturday—

Meet our loneliness with yourself.
Break the bonds of our own making.
We cast ourselves upon your love and
mercy!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“My eyes are ever on the Lord, for only he will
release my feet from the snare. Turn to me and be
gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicte ** (Psa.
25:15,16). How good it is to look into the face of my
dear Lord — as found in the record of his life — for
I know 1 am also looking at you! I find, as all men
can, comfort and peace and forgiveness. Praise your
name! I am also looking to Someone who can and
will help me in releasing my feet from the snare. Dear
Lord, you surely are the only One who can deliver us
from the traps into which we have fallen. We have,
by the complex overlapping of our sins, bound
ourselves in a snare that no man can release. Praise
for your wonderful power of cutting the bonds and
making us free!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I praise you for four qualities in these two verses: (1)
For your love and mercy as seen in the face of Jesus
— because of this I want to look to you. (2) You
alone understand my enemy — and you can spring his
trap — you can and do and will release me! You are
even now planning ways and means for giving me
liberty from every snarc! Praise your name. (3) You
created me for yourself. My loneliness is but a
response to your love for me. I shall never feel secure
or fulfilled until I lose myself in your love (i.e. in
meditation and prayer). (4) You are most of all and
all the time “‘gracious’ to me. Without your constant
unearned favor I would have no hope.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

[ do not always look forward to this expression of
time with you. I would some days as soon forget or

ignore my sin. But it is ever before me. Only a little
thought sends me running back to you! I am indeed
responsible for the bondage in which I find myself.
And yet not I but sin that dwelleth in me. Since the
psalmist has said you will turn to me — and 1 have
found such a blessed promise repeated over and over
again in the New Covenant I take great courage in
claiming such a word! In your forgiveness is liberty. 1
need a calm and quiet spirit or disposition. Much of
my entrapment arises from my own impatience.
Forgive me — | want to learn from the One who was
always working but was never in a hurry.

What personal sins do you want (o confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Would you be free from your burden of sin?
There's pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood;
Would you o’er evil a victory win?

There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood.

There is pow'r, pow’r,

Wonder-working pow’r in the blood of the Lamb;
There is pow'r, pow’r,

Wonder-working pow’r in the precious blood of the
Lamb.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

1B3¢Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida!l
For if the miracles that were performed in you had
been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.
But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at
the judgment than for you. “And you, Capernaum,
will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go
down to the depths.

16¢“He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects
you rejects me; but he who rejects me rejects him who
sent me.”* —Luke 10:13-16, NIV



READ HIS WORD TO HIM

This is the second time our Lord pronounced condem-
nations on these cities. (See Matt. 11:20-24.) Dear
Lord, I want to learn as he expected the seventy to
learn, just what you want me to by making this se-
cond statement of condemnation. This does become a
warning to me — and to them that as he was rejected
in Galilee he will be rejected in my day and in Judea
for the seventy. Most of all this is a real encourage-
ment to me and them that my Lord is aware of all
hypocrisy and shame. Jesus will be vindicated! I am
so glad to turn over to you all judgment and
vengeance.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Speak to me in the words directed to these three
cities: (1) Chorazin: Just a mile or two from my
Lord’s home at Capernaum. So many people could
easily walk from this place and listen and learn from
him. How well does this characterize so many of us in
our comfortable cities in America. We want the bread
and the fish — we gladly accept the physical healings
or any other monetary gain from our Lord — but
don’t bother me with repentance and faith and virtue!
(2) Bethsaida: “'The house of fishing.” How busy was
everyone here! Too busy! The cares of this life were a
very large part of the lives of Bethsaida — the deceit-
fulness of riches choked out his word — is it different
today? (3) Capernaum: How many mighty works and
words were found here? Capernaum can represent the
meeting houses where we worship. Dear Lord give me
eyes and ears that hear and see.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you you care enough to reprove us. (2)
Thank you we need not be as these cities. (3) Thank
you for the privilege of repentance and true sorrow

for sin. (4) Thank you that we can learn from what he

did and said in Capernaum. (5) Thank you for the
fulfillment of his words in the destruction and disap-
pearance of these cities. (6) Thank you that you can

and do speak to men through us today. (7) Thank you

that we can turn all rejections over to you for evalua-
tion.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects
you rejects me; but he who rejects me rejects him who
sent me."” Jesus was conscious of his total authority
long before he arose from the dead. How wonderful
today to claim the meaning of this verse for our lives!
When we teach and preach his word we can believe
that those who hear us hear yourself — and our Lord.
What an eternally serious matter it is to say: ‘“he who
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rejects you rejects me.”” At the same time there is
comfort in the fact that men reject Someone far more
important than ourselves. Companionship with the
eternal God and the Lord of Lords elevates our work
in acceptance or rejection to a plane we could never
have any other way.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

There will be a judgment — men are accountable —
there is ONE who can answer all the questions. Keep
this ever before me. I lift up these requests in this
context: (1) If your Son thought such words were im-
portant enough to speak them twice what is my evalu-
ation? Open my eyes! (2) Jesus will be vindicated —
keep this ever before my consciousness. (3) Proximity
does mean responsibility — Chorazin is an example of
this. (4) Busyness will lead us to hell if we are not
careful! Dear Lord, write these words on my heart!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Truly you do have my attention here! Speak to me:
(1) “Whom I love I chasten — I do know the way. I
do know what helps and what hinders — /isten ro
me!”’ (2) “‘I have left this record so you would NOT
be like them.”” (3) ““You have the record of fulfill-
ment as well as prediction — will you heed it?"’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Zimbabwe — Population: 8,600,000. Point for
prayer: The spiritual transformation that has occured
in Zimbabwe is miraculous. The Holy Spirit is at
work! Despite the devastation and hurt of the war of
independence, there has been an unprecedented open-
ness to the Word of God. Many involved in the
fighting have come to Christ.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Lead on. O King Eternal,
The day of march has come;
Henceforth in fields of conquest
Thy tents shall be our home;
Through days of preparation
Thy grace has made us strong,
And now, O King Eternal,
We lift our battle song.
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WEEK SEVEN
—Sunday—

It is wonderfully encouraging to find
the way of reality and to walk in it. Just
now we renew our commitment to you.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Test me, O Lord, and try me, examine my heart and
my mind; for your love is ever before me, and I walk
continually in your truth’’ (Psa. 26:2,3). This is a
sobering request — but it was made out of the sinceri-
ty of David’s heart. The ability attributed to you in
this request reveals your character. You have a stan-
dard for man or there would be no way to test him.
You know the thoughts and intents of our hearts or
you could not try us. You can read the words I speak
before I speak them — you read my mind as the
thoughts form within. What encouragement to know
you are love and truth! All your examination is done
with the motive of love — do help us.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
Yyour own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I praise you for the privilege of walking in your truth.
The direction you give to life is always right because it
perfectly matches reality. There are no promises not
kept — no plans unfulfilled. I do want to be totally
open and honest with you. I know you know all if I
am willing or if I am not willing. But I want to
cooperate with you. I believe you know the very best
way of doing everything — therefore I want to learn
from you. To some extent I do walk continually in
your truth — I want it to be much more fully ex-
pressed in every day — yea — this day. Even as I say
this I know your love will need to be a large part in
your answering my desire.

How do you personally relate to this quality of

God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

All of the above was bravely lifted out of the heart of
your child. If I were to ask that you test me by your
standard of absolute truth apart from mercy 1 would
be lost — lost — lost! To try me in the court of law is

to condemn me to hell. An examination of my emo-
tions and intellect would reveal selfishness and
stupidity — i.e. by your standard of perfection. I am
saying only that I need mercy upon mercy to give any
kind of reality to my earlier expressions. What a
paradox! I find strength in both a claim to following
your way and equal strength from freely admitting I
have failed to walk in your way. Praise your name for
your perfectly balanced law and grace in my life.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,

Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt!
Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured —
There where the blood of the lamb was spilt.
Grace, grace, God’s grace,

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
Grace, grace, God’s grace,

Grace that is greater than all our sin!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

"The seventy-two returned with joy and said, ‘‘Lord,
even the demons submit to us in your name."’

5He replied, ‘‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from
heaven. I have given you authority to trample on
snakes and scorpions, and to overcome all the power
of the enemy; nothing will harm you. **However, do
not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice
that your names are recorded in heaven." —Luke
10:17-20, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

What an excited group of men returned to meet
Jesus! I want to enter into their joy. What experience
with demons did these men have before our Lord sent



them out with power over them? Had the seventy
watched and wondered while demons ravished the
lives of men and women? Now these men could give
the command and demons would obey. What amazing
authority! I am glad they recognized it was not by
their own authority — Jesus did not immediately cool
their ardor — he made an enigmatic statement that
related to what they said: ‘7 saw Saran fall like
lightning from heaven.’’ When? Why? I believe it was
a promise of what would happen when he is crowned
king in the hearts of men.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

The miraculous power granted to these men and the
twelve was to prepare the way for the coming of his
kingdom. Such miracles were their credentials as har-
bingers of the king and his kingdom. The greatest
source of joy was not the fleeting amazement of the
miraculous, but in the imperishable wonder of enroll-
ing our names in the roster of those who will be
citizens in the eternal heavenly kingdom. There are no
words to express our joy that even now, yea, right
now our names are written in heaven!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the eternal joy we can have every
day in our service. (2) Thank you that demons are still
subject to his name! (3) Thank you for the fall of
Satan — yea he is fallen right now! (4) Thank you for
your power over our enemy — I claim your
deliverance. (5) Thank you for the value system of my
Lord — he knows what is important. (6) Thank you
for the reality of the spirit world — good and bad. (7)
Thank you for the confidence we have of our names
recorded in heaven.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

‘. .. but rejoice that your names are written in
heaven.’’ Indeed | do! What a computer you must
have in heaven! Since you create each snow flake in
its beautiful intricate design only to last for a few
moments | have no problem believing you can and do
know every person who has ever lived or ever will
live. You are always so much bigger than any man
(beginning with this one) can imagine. The old song:
““When the roll is called up yonder’ might not be far
fetched at all! Somehow those names must be an-
nounced. Ah, but it will not be done out of my im-
agination. I rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of
glory that my name is written in heaven.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.
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READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

These four verses stand as a challenge to my heart —
will I rejoice for the right or permanent reasons? I lift
up these requests for that purpose: (1) Open my
understanding in the meaning of reference to “‘the
kingdom''! Isn't this another way of describing your
rule from man’s heart? (2) I am in the process, in the
amazing task of enrolling men in your service so you
can enroll them in heaven — give me your grace —
mercy — and wisdom in this glorious task. (3) Deliver
me from the “‘evil one’’! Lead me not into overbear-
ing temptation.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Continue to reach my conscience just here: (1) ““1
have a personal thought-by-thought record of every
person who ever lived or will ever live — do you ac-
cept my omniscience or not?’’ (2) *“If you do you can
relax and enjoy my world, and the hope of the world
to come.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special ministries — Point for prayer: Audio-visual
Evangelism. The extraordinary advances in technology
are being harnessed for the gospel. Christian film
making and TV programming have expanded enor-
mously, and have had a significant impact worldwide.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

*‘I am the vine and ye are the branches:"’
Bear precious fruit for Jesus today;
Branches in Him no fruit ever bearing,
Jesus hath said, ‘‘He taketh away."

*‘I am the vine and ye are the branches;

I am the vine, be faithful and true;

Ask what ye will, your prayer shall be granted;
The father loved me, so I have loved you.”

‘““Now ye are clean thro’ words I have spoken;
Living in me, much fruit ye shall bear;
Dwelling in you, you promise unbroken,
Glory in heav'n with me ye shall share.”
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WEEK SEVEN
—Monday—

I knock on the door of my stronghold.
You come with the light of life. You
remove all fear. Hope and peace are
mine. How glad I am to worship you!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“The Lord is my light and my salvation — whom
shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life —
of whom shall 1 be afraid?’’ (Psa. 27:1). Dear
wonderful Father — eternal Saviour — present Holy
Spirit (I believe it is proper to address the Godhead).
You are my light — but you are also the source of all
spiritual light for all men for all time. Light gives
perspective to what is either not seen at all or is poor-
ly perceived. How flat and dull and uninteresting all
of life looks without the light of yourself from your
word. I need not be afraid of the dark. There is no
night — nothing unseen or unknown to you. Praise
your name!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

Praise you for such a poignant description of
yourself: *‘, . . the stronghold of my life’’ — indeed
you are! I am glad that amid any conflict in which I
am no match for the adversary — and even when |
put my confidence in your strength I am at times baf-
fled and must retire to the stronghold of prayer and
meditation. Praise and adoration are the natural ex-
pressions of one who has no other hiding place. You
are the stronghold of my whole life, i.e. for every area
— and the stronghold for the total length of my life.
Your perfect love for me casts out all my fear!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Satan is the great counterfeiter. He calls night day
and darkness light. We are no match for his mind, so
we believe him. Since light is needed for every mo-
ment of every day we have a constant engagement
with the great deceiver. Praise your name — you are

an omnipresent Being and are ready to tell us the
truth if we have but ears to listen. Forgive me that I
have been so often unwilling or otherwise engaged
that 1 was not ready to hear. My largest blindness has
been that 1 have not been afraid of the adversary. It is
with such fools he easily wins the victory. Forgive me.
I do want to reverence you — but fear the devil.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

In the cross of Christ I glory,
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time;
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head supply.
When the woes of life o’ertake me,
Hopes deceive and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me:
Lo! it glows with peace and joy.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

AL that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy
Spirit, said, *‘I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because you have hidden these things from
the wise and learned, and revealed them to little
children. Yes, Father, for this was your good
pleasure.

¢ All things have been committed to me by my Father.
No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and
no one knows who the Father is except the Son and
those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him."
BThen he turned to his disciples and said privately,
““‘Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. *For |
tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see
what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you
hear but did not hear it.”" —Luke 10:21-24, NIV



READ HIS WORD TO HIM

It would seem that of all times vour dear Son would
rejoice it would not be now. He compared the work
of the seventy with the rejection of the three cities in
Galilee. But our Lord’s rejoicing was “‘through the
Holy Spirit."" There would be a few child-like people
who would believe. The communication of your love
and interest in man was understood and accepted by
“‘the little children’’ i.e. those who listened with the
trust and confidence children place in their parents.
Jesus also revealed the ones who did not hear: “‘rhe
wise and the learned.’’ Dear Lord, | want to be as a
little child before you.

Please express your response to this beautiful
rext. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Of course what is said here by my Lord is said to all
— but I seem to hear my name again and again in
these words. | am NOT wise except it be your wisdom
— I know NOTHING if it is not what you have
revealed in your word. All other knowledge is of tem-
poral and temporary value. Both my Lord and
vourself express joy or pleasure in those who with
open-eyed wonder accept what you have said. Yea, I
share your rejoicing.
I believe that all who chose you are chosen by you. It
is a constant amazement to me that you should make
this astounding statement — I can not recover from
the shock! ““No one knows who the Son is except the
Father, and no one knows who the Father is except
the Son, and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal
him’"!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means ro you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for my Lord’s priorities that allowed
him to see past the rejection of the many to the joyful
acceptance of the few. (2) Thank you that perhaps
there were many more child-like believers than I know
about. (3) Thank you for these clear words of Jesus
as to just where he obtained his message. (4) Thank
you | can now understand to know you — i.e.
through your Son. (5) Thank you for the eyes of my
heart that have been wonderfully opened! (6) Thank
you for the high value my Lord placed on such a sight
— I accept it. (7) Thank you for the inner ear my
Lord has opened.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““Blessed are the eyes that see what you see.’” Dear
Lord, I want to indeed see what these men saw. I
want to follow you from place to place and be a real
participant in all that happened. What a privilege to
share in what kings and prophets wanted to see and
could not. Give me ears to hear — as well as eyes to
see. I do labor at one disadvantage: / have seen too
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often and too much! 1 have heard too often and too
much. Just for today I want to pause and look until I
have opened up the total vista of vision — to hear un-
til your word has become a part of me!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

How far, far removed are your thoughts from our
thoughts — and your ways from our ways! I lift up
these petitions in a desire to bring my thoughts into
your captivity: (1) 1 want to rejoice — as my Lord did
“in the Holy Spirit” — 1 am so “‘wise’’ in my own
conceits — forgive me! (2) I want the wonder and sur-
prised amazement of a little child — the world about
me — the sky — the water — the vegetation — the
“‘ponderous bulks'” we call stars and planets are all
here to prompt praise. Feeble as it is I raise it!(3) ‘““Be
content with what you have” could well be applied to
my salvation — help me to receive such words.

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I do not want to leave these blessed verses! More than
this I do not want them to leave me. Speak them into
my permanent retention memory bank: (1) *‘I am
right now in the process of revealing myself in you."
(2) “You are living in ‘the end of the age’ — the
night is coming — awake."’ (3) ** ‘Blessed are your
eyes’ — do you believe this?"’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special ministries — Point for prayer: Bible Cor-
respondence Courses. This ministry is only about 40
years old, but it has grown and become one of the
most effective means for following up contacts from
literature distribution and Christian radio programs.
This has proved the best single means of winning
Muslims,

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.
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WEEK SEVEN
—Tuesday—

Prepare us in this time of worship to
sense your presence with us throughout
the day!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

*‘One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that
I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of
my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to
seek him in his temple’’ (Psa. 27:4). Such a request
could hardly be fulfilled literally in the busy life of
King David. He could hardly spend all his time inside
the temple and still carry on his work as king. Even in
the days of the son of Jesse men must have felt you
did not live only in a house made with hands — or
that the building was not your only dwelling place.
We are presently dwelling in the temple of yourself
since you live with us in our bodies. How I do want
to “‘gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek his
presence with me.”’

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

If I can remain aware all day long that my body is
your temple I shall have accomplished the first request
of David’s prayer. Ah, but the second half is another
matter: ‘“‘to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to
seek him in his temple.’’ There are so many facets of
your beauty that I should never exhaust my desire to
look — but I do! My attention is distracted into other
areas of life and I somehow wander from your beau-
ty. David could see nothing physical in the temple but
the structure itself — and in his day it was the inside
of the tabernacle. How much more do we have to see
as we watch your Son move across the pages of the
gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

I believe I can agree with the psalmist that the one
thing 1 ask most often of you is that I may dwell
always here and hereafter in your presence. I guess it

is in the area of our deepest desire we can find our
deepest sin. I want to live constantly aware of your
presence — but 1 do not do it. Perhaps (as Satan even
now is saying): ‘‘such is an impossible goal.”* Such a
statement is a lie! I know people who live always in
the presence of the lust of the flesh — I know others
who live every day — yea, every waking moment in
the presence of their love for money. Forgive my
weak apologetic attitude. Lead me into your presence
and there may I stay.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Savior, Thy dying love

Thou gavest me;

Nor should I ought withhold,
Dear Lord, from Thee:

In love my soul would bow,
My heart fulfill its vow,

Some off’ring bring Thee now,
Something for Thee.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

30n one occasion an expert in the law stood up to
test Jesus. ‘“Teacher,”” he asked, ‘““what must I do to
inherit eternal life?"’

%6¢“What is written in the Law?'’ he replied. ‘“‘How do
you read it?”’

THe answered, ‘‘ ‘Love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength
and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.” '

#‘You have answered correctly,”’ Jesus replied. ‘Do
this and vou will live.”” —Luke 10:25-28, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

The “‘expert’’ in the law was a scribe or lawyer. This



was their whole life — i.e. to digest the content,
meaning and application of the law of God — and in
their case, the traditions of men associated with your
law. My Lord welcomes tests — he knows those who
test him are giving him their attention — it could be
they will learn something. How much about heaven
could this expert learn from the O.T.? He was asking
about life after death, but he must have also been
wondering about putting eternal values in this life. My
Lord pointed him to the only answer book: your
word!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

I am amazed at the answer this man gave to our
Lord’s questions. He summarized the whole purpose
of law and life in his terse words, One would expect
almost any other answer but this one. The love of
God with our soul, strength, and mind I take to be
one expression, i.e. to love you with our whole being.
If the estimate we have of ourselves is what we
transfer to our neighbor we surely need an adequate
self-image. The major emphasis here seems to be the
physical care and concern we have for ourselves is
what we transfer to our neighbor. To give ourselves to
you and to others will put everlasting life into our liv-
ing! Dear Lord help me to hear you!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you my Lord is the expert in your law. (2)
Thank you for man’s insatiable desire for life beyond
this life. (3) Thank you that man — all men — want
to put eternal values in today’s world. (4) Thank you
my Lord constantly referred to your word as the
authority along with himself. (5) Thank you we can
will to love you with our whole being. (6) Thank you
that I am to love myself in a way that I would want
to transfer to my neighbor. (7) Thank you for my
Lord’s honest commendation of this unusual man.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““ “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. ‘Do
this and you will live.” > What life did our Lord have
in mind? ““Erernal life’’ was a synonym for heaven —
but it was the New Testament revelation that gave us
the details. Man feels very keenly the empty, dull
meaningless routine called life is not all there is to liv-
ing. Man says deep within himself: ‘‘there simply
must be something better than this.”” The inquiry of
this “‘expert in the law”’ is the question of every man
and woman: ““What must I do to put eternal value in
my daily living.”” The answer is found in total wor-
ship and total service. Man is living to die or living to
live. Since man is an eternal being he is already in-
volved in eternal death (separation from yourself) or
eternal life, i.e. living forever with you.
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Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I will not find a more important question than this
one — or a better answer. I lift up these requests in
my desire to put eternity into every day — and to en-
joy the life to come: (1) Lock me into a search that
does not go beyond your word — nor becomes but a
repeating of what others have found. (2) Keep me
aware that there is no love without emotion — but
emotion alone is not complete love. (3) Love that does
not include all of life is non-existent — it is not love!
(4) When I love as here described I put eternity into
every day. Make this real to me!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Of all days, on this day you speak to my deepest need
— I am listening: (1) ‘“Abandonment in worship of
myself puts heaven into living.”" (2) ““Are you doing
it?”” (3) “Try it — unbelievable joy is in it."””

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Bible Societies.
It is hard to overestimate the importance of the
organizations that provide God’s Word for the
peoples of the world. Most significant are those
grouped under the United Bible Societies (UBS).

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

In lovingkindness Jesus came,
My soul in mercy to reclaim;

And from the depths of sin and shame
Through grace He lifted me.
From sinking sand He lifted me,
With tender hand He lifted me;
From shades of night to plains of light,
O praise His name, He lifted me!

He called me long before I heard,

Before my sinful heart was stirred;

But when I took Him at His word,
Forgiv’n He lifted me.
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WEEK SEVEN
—Wednesday—

When we are faced with the mountain
of your goodness why should we worry
about the mole hills? Give us eyes to
see!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“I am still confident of this: I will see the goodness of
the Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord;
be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord"" (Psa.
27:13,14). Back of these words is the prosperity of the
wicked and the adversity of those who love you. Your
“‘goodness’’ equals your fairness or equity. Even in
our own lifetime — in our own experience a degree of
justice is observable. Each man must, like David, give
this his own personal testimony. In my own experi-
ence | have already seen your goodness in this life. In
any immediate adversity I need but wait and be strong
— how easy it is to ‘‘take heart’’ in face of the moun-
tain of your goodness.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I have been to India, to Burma, to Jamaica, to several
other abysmally poor countries. There are your
children there. Can we apply this verse to their lives?
Can we ask them to sing this verse? If your ‘‘good-
ness’’ is to be equated with physical prosperity we had
just as well forget it. If however we are speaking of
the riches of the heart and home — then many of
them are much more prosperous than many fat afflu-
ent Americans. All I need to do with most of life is to
wait and you will help me to see how it fits together
— praise your name! My confidence in your sover-
eignty is such a comfort.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
thar you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

The word “‘sovereignty’’ has not always made sense to
me. At times I have forgotten you were Love and
therefore Sovereign Love. Forgive me for losing con-
fidence in your work in this world. As long as you
have made man a free moral being — and you have

— there is no option but to receive the due recom-
pense of our choices. Forgive me for so often living
too close to the trees that I forget the forest. Forgive
me for one large and constant sin: impatience. How 1
need to hear again and again your words to my
heart’s need, ‘‘Wait for the Lord,”’ (and in my
waiting I need to be strong and take heart in your
control of all that happens) help me — forgive me.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

O for a faith that will not shrink,
Though pressed by ev'ry foe,
That will not tremble on the brink
Of any earthly woe.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

¥But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus,
*“And who is my neighbor?"’

In reply Jesus said:

““A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped
him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving
him half dead. *'A priest happened to be going down
the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed
by on the other side. **So too, a Levite, when he came
to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.
3But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the
man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.
34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring
on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own
donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him.
3The next day he took out two silver coins and gave
them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and
when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra ex-
pense you may have.’



36“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor
to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"’
31The expert in the law replied, “The one who had
mercy on him."”

Jesus told him, ““Go and do likewise."”” —Luke
10:29-37, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

It is with a real desire to express these words as you
would want me to that I approach this portion of
worship. Jesus knew the heart of the man before he
asked the question: ‘. . . who is my neighbor’’ but
Jesus let him ask it. My Lord knew, as I continue to
learn, that only in drawing a person out can there be
any learning. This man is in for a shock. May I be as
shocked just now at my own insensitiveness!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

This parable is all so familiar and all so unfamiliar.
The road from Jerusalem to Jericho was very familiar
to all who heard. Just before our Lord spoke these
words Herod had dismissed 40,000 government em-
ployees — i.e. according to tradition. Many of them
became the robbers on this infamous ‘‘way of
blood."” The reports of many who had been treated
just as the man in the parable — i.e. **. . . leaving
him half dead’ were also all too familiar. Even the
busy preoccupied priest and Levite were not
unknown. But when Jesus introduced the name
“Samaritan’’ it was almost like a curse word in the
church house. And yet no one can deny “‘he was a
neighbor.”’ Dear Lord, give me ears to hear!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the reminder that I can *“‘justify
myself’”” on almost any issue — but it does not make
it right. (2) Thank you that for all time I know that
anyone I meet that is in need is my neighbor. (3)
Thank you that we still have ‘“the way of blood”” with
us so we can help those who have been robbed and
beaten. (4) Thank you that my Lord was not afraid to
identify hypocrisy wherever he found it. (5) Thank
you for that blessed Samaritan who married his heart
to his eyes. (6) Thank you Jesus asked us to pity
others, not ourselves. (7) Thank you this neighbor
went beyond the first mile of immediate help — but
asked for no ‘‘thank yous.”

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

[

. when I return, I will reimburse you for any ex-
tra expense you may have.”’ What a thoughtful, car-
ing person was this Samaritan! Where did he learn
such compassion? One day we can meet many such
people in heaven who will all tell us that it was of
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their own choice they became what they were. Most
of them will tell us they hardly knew when or why —
but it did happen. In the Christian context: there are
many ‘‘priests’’ and ““‘Levites” and a few Samaritans
— or “‘neighbors.” 1t is our own deep-down personal
choices that make us what we are — or are not. These
choices must be held to long enough to develop
character and we become what the Samaritan was.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

Will this blessed story slip away one more time
without the life-changing impact our Lord intended
when he told it? I do not want it to. I lift up these re-
quests in a help to prevent such happening: (1) The
lawyer had the right answer — but not the right heart
to apply it. Give me both! (2) Tell me again that:
““man can justify himself but such is not right.”” (3)
Who is my neighbor today? Will I see him — know
him when he appears? (4) Who will 1 pity? Myself or
my neighbor? Who is to be helped — how?

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I need your help in making my choices — I pause to
hear you speak to me: (1) *“You have helped some
who you do not know.”” (2) ““The three keys to self-
awareness are: (a) observation, (b) admission, and (c)
examination.”’ (3) ‘‘Please let yourself live up to your
potential.””

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries. — Point for prayer: Bible Transla-
tion. This is an essential ministry if strong, culturally
relevant, Bible-reading churches are to be planted. Of
the 5,455 known languages in the world only 1,808
have any part of the Scriptures. SIL estimates that
723 definitely need Bible translation work.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Jesus, the very thought of Thee

With sweetness fills my breast;

But sweeter far Thy face to see,
And in Thy presence rest.

Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame,
Nor can the mem’ry find
A sweeter sound than
Thy blest name,
O Savior of mankind!
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WEEK SEVEN
—Thursday—

You want me and accept me. This con-

Jfidence moves me to want you and ac-
cept you into my heart. I am glad for
this time to express my love to you.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

““Praise be to the Lord, for he has heard my cry for
mercy. The Lord is my strength and my shield; my
heart trusts in him, and I am helped. My heart leaps
Jor joy, and I will give thanks to him in song’’ (Psa.
28:6,7). Dear Lord, you know the hurt of the hearts
of all men. We are so much in need of mercy! 1
understand mercy to be the expression of personal in-
terest and the meeting of individual needs. Mercy
becomes the personal expression or extension of
grace. We all hurt in different ways — and yet in the
same ways. We cry out for someone to unite our in-
tentions with our actions and heal the hurt in be-
tween. It must be, it will be in your strength that we
are helped. Praise your wonderful name.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal,

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

How totally weak and helpless I feel — not always,
but just now I do. I am helped, and only helped when
I remember your love and the beauty of your Son. I
rush into your arms to be comforted — I bow before
you to be forgiven — I lift up my heart in joy that
you want me and accept me. You are my strength and
my shield. It is only in my trust in you that I find my
help.

It is difficult to do, but I can and I do move into the
realm of thanksgiving: to lift up my voice in song is
to lift my heart in joy! Praise your name!

How do you personally relate to this gquality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

If 1 were but consistent in my conduct, attitudes and
words, I would not need mercy. Yes I would! For my
overpowering pride! Yea, [ need mercy, I do not want
justice. If I would just ““buck up’’ and be strong I
would need no one else. Ah, weak as water man!

What stupid, lying words you speak! You have no
strength apart from your Lord. As well expect the
earth to furnish its own light apart from the sun.
Without you I am totally vulnerable — how many
times do I need to be “‘shot down’’ before I come to
you for my shield? Dear Lord in all the above expres-
sions I confess my sin and claim your merciful
forgiveness!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it] Now.

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

The Lord’s our rock, in him we hide,
A shelter in the time of storm;
Secure whatever ill betide,

A shelter in the time of storm.

Oh, Jesus is a Rock in a weary land,
A weary land, a weary land;

Oh, Jesus is a Rock in a weary land,
A shelter in the time of storm.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

3% As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he
came to a village where 2 woman named Martha
opened her home to him, ¥She had a sister called
Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he
said. “*But Martha was distracted by all the prepara-
tions that had to be made. She came to him and
asked, ““Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left
me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!"’
1“‘Martha, Martha,”’ the Lord answered, ‘‘youn are
worried and upset about many things, “but only one
thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and
it will not be taken away from her."’ —Luke 10:38-42,
NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

One day in the period of three months, i.e. between
the feasts of Tabernacles and Dedication (October,



November, December) — Jesus came to the vilage of
Bethany and the home of Martha and Mary and
Lazarus (evidently the house was owned by Martha).
Somehow Jesus built his time of teaching into his
lifestyle — so to be with Jesus was to listen to him
teach (or not listen). We teach at specified times and
places — Jesus didn't. Mary took a comfortable
relaxed position at his feet so she could give her whole
attention to him. I want to sit right beside her and
fasten my whole heart on what he says. At the same
time 1 can also identify with Martha — how often I
am distracted in much serving! Teach us, dear Lord!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

I hope earnestly that the above expression tells of the
way you look at the text in relation to man — at least
some men at some times. In this time of worship there
will be no question that I am trying to hold your mir-
ror up before me to see myself as you do. My Lord is
saying several things to me: (1) A focus on ‘‘things™
however good they are causes irritation. (2) A focus
on things can and does produce jealousy. (3) I cannot,
I must not tell Jesus what to do about anything —
most especially what is important or not important.
(4) Jesus will rebuke me gently as he did Martha —
but rebuke me he will. (5) If there is one thing about
which 1 should be upset it is my personal relationship
with my Lord.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you Jesus has come to my house and I can
sit at his feet. (2) Thank you that Jesus tells me over
and over again what is important. (3) Thank you that
Jesus says once again to me that he didn’t need much
by way of a meal to be satisfied. (4) Thank you Jesus
was so patient and kind with a presuptuous woman,
She is so like all of us. (5) Thank you Jesus defined
what was ‘‘better.”’ (6) Thank you we need never lose
this close communication with our Lord. (7) Thank
you for Luke’s inspired thoughtfulness in giving us a
lesson no other writer did.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be
taken away from her."" Better than what? Better than
food? Yes, we could say learning at Jesus’ feet is bet-
ter than food. However we believe Jesus is saying it
was better in his estimation as well. If our Lord gives
a value judgment we should surely pay attention.
Jesus was not going to be responsible for taking away
the best in life from Mary. It is well that we remind
ourselves that the choice was Mary’s — the same
choice can be ours. I chose to sit for at least an hour
at the feet of my Lord to learn and worship. I have
indeed found it to be the best part of every day!

103

Besides that, | need him so much I just could not miss
our time together.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I have taught and preached from these verses more
times than I can count — but [ am even now reaching
out to you again: (1) I do so want to build my time of
teaching into my lifestyle — is my lifestyle a lesson?
Help me! (2) I want you — not myself or others to
tell me what is important — the ONE THING that is
needful or essential. I know what it is — it is what
Mary had — communion with you! (3) How I have
longed to live ‘‘the simple life’" — like Jesus —
enable me!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

If ever my conscience was tender — open —
vulnerable — it is now — speak to me! (1) “Why —
why do you worry at all — relax. I love you. I am all
power.”” (2) ‘““Mary kept on choosing the ‘good part’
— 5o must you.” (3) ““I can — [ will keep others
from robbing you of your communion with me if you
will only ask me."”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Ministry to
Children. The importance of this cannot be
overestimated. They will be the Church of the next
generation. 35% of the world’s population (45% of
Africa’s population) is under 15, Every year 130
million babies are born, 112 million of these in less
developed countries.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heav'n to earth come down!
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling,
All Thy faithful mercies crown;
Jesus, Thou art all compassion,
Pure, unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation,
Enter ev'ry trembling heart!

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit
Into ev'ry troubled breast;
Let us all in Thee inherit;

Let us find the promised rest;
Take away the love of sinning,
Take our load of guilt away;
End the work of Thy beginning,
Bring us to eternal day.
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WEEK SEVEN
—Friday—

What delight we have as we enter the
palace of our king. Such a palace is
really our place of worship. We enter in
with joy.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord is
enthroned as King forever, The Lord gives strength to
his people; the Lord biesses his people with peace’’
(Psa. 29:10,11). We cannot give what we do not have.
In these verses we receive strength because you are
strong, you grant peace because you live in total tran-
quility. You are also ruler over the flood — the flood
of Noah’s day? We are sure such is true, but over the
flood of life itself. Praise your wonderful name —
you are indeed “*King forever.”’ It is good to relate
each of these qualities to myself — 1 need Someone to
rule over the floods in my life. I crown you as King
on the throne of my heart.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

The older I become the more strength I need. I refer
to the strength of the spirit — but this is also reflected
in strength for the body. You are the strength of my
life. How I do want to relax in your strength and not
mine. All is well when you are King — peace is the
by-product of your Kingship. In the experience of
David he could prove these words in the crucible of
day-by-day experience. And so can I! Dear Lord, sit
as King over the flood of activities that shall be pre-
sent in this day. Rule as the eternal King in every rela-
tionship of this day. Supply strength for the tasks of
this day I did not know I had. At the close of the day
and several times during it may I be conscious of your
peace.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

It is such a strength to my heart to remember that if [
am about to be drowned by the flood it is not my
Lord’s fault — I could choose to sit enthroned with

him over it. But I must take his position related to the
flood. When I am beaten down and have been over-
come my Lord yet sits enthroned as King forever, |
can either accept his rule and reign with him or
choose to rule myself and be enslaved. It is just that
simple. Forgive my stupidity. I can claim my own
strength and fail in the attempt — or I can blame and
identify with your strength and overcome. My heart
can be in constant agitation — which it is at times —
or accept your Lordship and have peace. A peace
beyond my human understanding.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

I was lost in sin but Jesus rescued me,

He’s a wonderful Savior to me;

I was bound by fear but Jesus set me free,
He’s a wonderful Savior to me (So wonderful!)
For He’s a wonderful Savior to me,

He’s a wonderful Savior to me;

I was lost in sin, but Jesus took me in,

He’s a wonderful Savior to me.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place.
11 When he finished, one of his disciples said to
him, ‘““Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his
disciples.”
IHe said to them, ‘“When you pray, say:
‘Father,
hallowed be your name,
yvour kingdom come.
3Give us each day our daily bread.
‘Forgive us our sins,
for we forgive everyone who sins against us.
And lead us not into temptation.” " —Luke 11:1-4,
NIV



READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Was the example of Jesus the motive behind the re-
quest of the disciples for the lessons in how to pray?
It should have been, but it wasn’t. John’s disciples
were given lessons on prayer and Jesus’ disciples did
not want to feel slighted — or as if they had less than
the disciples of John. It would seem to me that as
much as our Lord used prayer in his life to follow
him would move the disciples to want to learn how to
pray.

When my Lord answered the disciples it was not with
a formula. He answered that prayer is an attitude ex-
pressed in words. Dear Lord, have I represented this
text as you intended? I have tried.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

As | even now pray it is out of an attitude — and 1
want it to be the very one here described by my Lord:
(1) Adoration or praise: ‘‘Hallowed be thy name.”’
This can and does take two forms — inward — i.e.
adoration from myself in your presence. Adoration
just for yourself — outward objective evaluation of
yourself. (2) Confession of my need for your rule in
my heart and of my sins against you. (3) Petition: for
our daily needs in the physical and spiritual areas of
life. I shall never, never exhaust the meaning of the
model prayer my Lord taught his disciples to pray.
(Not to say but to pray.)

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the prayer-life of my Lord — if he
needed to pray I need it more. (2) Thank you for the
request of the disciples — whatever their motive. (3)
Thank you we can learn how to worship — how to
pray. (4) Thank you for John's emphasis upon prayer
— he was *“‘the greatest born of woman."’ (5) Thank
you we can come as children to a loving interested
Father. (6) Thank you you are altogether worthy of
all our praise and adoration. (7) Thank you that my
Lord asked us to pray for very physical things — like
“‘daily bread.”’

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““And lead us not into temptation.’’ This has always
been to me a strange part of this prayer. The very
thought of yourself leading us into temptation con-
tradicts all I know of your nature. If there is no
possibility of being thus led, why pray this prayer? A

testing can become a temptation — but it need not be.

This is a wonderful request. It means that in answer
to our prayer you will not lead us into any situation
we cannot handle. We will face many tests out of
which we can grow. Because we prayed we will not
face a situation we cannot handle. It is the same pro-
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mise as that found in I Corinthians 10:13: *“. . . God
is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond
what you can bear.”” Praise your name,

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I am delighted to be able to learn from the One who
would seem to need prayer the least how to pray the
best — I lift up these several requests in just one re-
quest: Teach me to pray: (1) What do I really know
of the prayer-life of my Lord? He got up “‘a great
while before day’’ — he included private or personal
worship IN his schedule — he did not — he did not
leave it out! This I ask of you. (2) Deliver me from
overbearing temptations — [ truly truly need your
help here. (3) Deliver me from the evil one!

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I am trying to be honest — but I have a most difficult
time. If I am not a friend with myself how can I truly
be a friend to anyone else? Teach me dear Lord: (1)
““Do what you can — NOT what you can’t — leave
that to me.” (2) “‘If you do not love yourself (in the
way I taught you) you cannot and will not love your
neighbor.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Missionaries’
Children (MKs). MKs often live under unusual condi-
tions; many have an identity crisis as they grow up in
two worlds, and some become resentful or rebellious.
Pray that parents and children may be a united team
for the spread of the gospel, and for a right balance
between ministry and family.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Years I spent in vanity and pride,
Caring not my Lord was crucified,
Knowing not it was for me He died on Calvary.
Mercy there was great, and grace was free;
Pardon there was multiplied to me;
There my burdened soul found liberty,

At Calvary.

By God’s word at last my sin I learned;
Then I trembled at the law I spurned,
Till my guilty soul imploring turned
To Calvary.
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WEEK SEVEN
—Saturday—

We are in you and you are holy. We are
in you and you are righteous. We want
to re-establish such relationships just

now as we worship.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Sing to the Lord, you saints of his; praise his holy
name. For his anger lasts only a moment, but his
JSavor lasis a lifetime; weeping may remain for a night,
but rejoicing comes in the morning’’ (Psa. 30:4,5).
There are times when it is much easier to sing than
others. But there is no time I have found when with a
little sincere effort I could not sing. It is good to be
called a ‘“‘holy one” or ‘“‘separate one.”” My holiness is
in you and because of your Son. My separateness is in
the contrast of your character to the world in which

I live. 1 am set aside and apart from the world to
belong to you. Such is true of every one of your
children — praise your name!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

Your anger is only caused by my willful continual
disobedience. I am full of wonder at your patience
with me. Your anger has indeed been a very brief mo-
ment in my experience. Your favor dawns upon me
like the morning light. Praise your most wonderful
name! In more than sixty years of experience I can
say your goodness has been overwhelming! Perhaps it
is because I do not want to remember the impossible
situations that have faced us from time to time — and
still do — but I really cannot consider them as near as
obvious or important as your wonderful goodness! In
the midst of any weeping is the promise of that eter-
nal morning. Praise your holy name!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Dear Lord, as much as 1 like to sing I do not sing as
much or as often as I should. Dear Lord, put your
songs in my heart for every day! 1 do want to be your
separate one. 1 am repulsed by the crass commer-

cialism all about me. I am nauseated in the presence
of pornography. I want to be different — I'm glad
and eager to be as much like your Son as I can be. I
am also deeply grieved at my failures! Forgive me!
The weeping I have done in the night has been almost
altogether over my sins. You have been so good to us
(my dear wife and our family) that 1 am constantly
led to repentance. Keep that bright morning of eternal
day ever before me!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Be not aweary, for labor will cease
Some glad morning;

Turmoil will change into infinite peace,
Some bright morning.

Some bright morning,

Some glad morning,

When the sun is shining in th’eternal sky;
Some bright morning,

Some glad morning,

We shall see the Lord of Harvest,

By and by.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

SThen he said to them, ‘‘Suppose one of you has a
friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says,
‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, *because a
friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I
have nothing to set before him.'

7“Then the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The
door is already locked, and my children are with me
in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ *I tell
you, though he will not get up and give him the bread
because he is his friend, yet because of the man’s per-
sistence he will get up and give him as much as he
needs.



?**So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you;
seek and you will find; knock and the door will be
opened to you. ""For everyone who asks receives; he
who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door
will be opened.’" —Luke 11:5-10, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

In answer to the disciples’ request about being taught
to pray Jesus continues his answer. Here is an exam-
ple in which we can see the elements of prayer at
work. We are the man who has had an unexpected
guest in the late hours of the night. We are without
provisions — our cupboard is bare. We know our
neighbor has plenty but it is a difficult time to ask
him for help — but ask him we must, for we cannot
ignore our need to show hospitality, It is the per-
sistence of the man (all your children) that gets the
bread. Dear Lord, I do want to learn the lesson here.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Here are the points of the lesson as I try to sit at his
feet to learn (help me with your wisdom): (1) Prayer
is to meet a need — at least in the example. (2) Prayer
is asking. (3) In this example prayer is intercession —
it meets our need as we meet the need of another. (4)
Meeting a need is NEVER convenient — it always
demands a measure of unselfishness. (5) We do nor —
do not have the resources to meet the need — we
must go to you. (6) Answering comes out of friend-
ship or personal relationship. (7) The answer is ac-
cording to the need — however great or small. (8)
Every one learned a lesson that could not otherwise
have been learned.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that you are telling me to continue in
prayer: “‘keep on knocking’ — to keep on asking —
to keep on seeking — and we shall be answered! (2)
Thank you that I can identify with the man who
found himself without means to meet a need — in-
deed I can! (3) Thank you for the midnight cir-
cumstances — this gives the urgency to praying that
must be there. (4) Thank you for the specificness of
the request — *‘the loaves of bread' — teach me to
so pray! (5) Thank you that “prayer is not my over-
coming your reluctance but laying hold of your will-
ingness.”" (6) Thank you that you will answer when I
am best prepared to appreciate it. (7) Thank you for
the confident assurance that [ will receive just what I
need — no less and sometimes much more.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

.. . yet because of the man’s persistence he will get
up and give him as much as he needs.”’ My Lord is
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teaching me that in my persistence in prayer I am
developing the character you want in me that will be
adequate to handle the answer you give. This is the
reason for our delayed answers for our children — at
least in many instances. The one fundamental lesson
behind these words is that you do indeed hear and
answer prayer. There is a problem in this concept:
just how long should we be persistent? Isn’t this
answered by the need? If the need persists then the
prayer will too. When it is right and helpful “‘he will
get up and give him (us) as much as he (we) need(s)."

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

These are precious *‘old friends’’ i.e. these verses. |
am glad to lift up these requests from them: (1) I
believe you are leading me, at times, into impossible
circumstances — it is there I need to know how to
pray — help me. (2) So many of my prayers have
delayed answers — this is your own purifying process.
Give me your own grace in accepting it. (3) Repeat
that lovely quotation: *‘prayer is not my overcoming
your reluctance, but laying hold on your willingness.”’
Write this upon my heart!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I pause before you — reach my heart: (1) “‘Let me be
God — you do not have the resources.” (2) *“Your
treatment of your own children should teach you much
just here.” (3) “‘I have millions of years to meet your
need."

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Christian
Literature. More than half the born-again Christians
in the world testify that literature played a part in
their conversion. Its role in strengthening Christians is
incalculable. The Communists appreciate the impor-
tance of literature and spent over $5,000,000,000 on
propaganda in one year.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Shall I crucify my Savior,
When for me He bore such loss?
Shall I put to shame my Savior?

Can | nail Him on the cross?
Shall 1 crucify my Savior?
Crucify my Lord again?
Once, O once I crucified Him:
Shall I crucify again?
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WEEK EIGHT
—Sunday—

Security is in God — and his Son. Not
in ourselves on our circumstances. We
want to renew this relationship — we
do it in worship!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“When I felt secure, I said, ‘I will never be shaken.’
O Lord, when you favored me, you made my moun-
tain stand firm; but when you hid your face, I was
dismayed’’ (Psa. 30:6,7). How easy it is to use
superlatives. There have indeed been times in all our
lives when we felt life was solid and secure and it
would not change. Only you can give such security. It
is wonderful to attribute to you the fulfillment of a
project, or we could say in the language of the poet
the building of a mountain. Truly you are the creative
power behind all such accomplishments. But there will
come a time when security disappears and mountains
are leveled out. But even then you are there! Praise
your name!

Express yourself in adoration for this gquality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

There are many times when | know specifically why
you hid your face from me. | have moved into a posi-
tion where | could not see you through the fog of my
own selfishness. At other times when I did not know
of a particular circumstance that clouded my vision I
knew it was in myself and not ever or at all in
yourself. I praise you for the wonderful security I can
have in you! I refer to the many, many promises of
hope and strength and take hold of your character
behind such promises and what a security is mine!
Even yesterday 1 paused in the midst of the busy
routine to praise you for fulfilling a present need.
How firm is my mountain in you!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Even in the midst of the happiest days of rejoicing
there is the present knowledge that all could be altered
very drastically very quickly. How is it that we place

so much confidence in what we know will soon pass
from this scene? Is it because we have nothing else or
no one else in whom to rejoice? Forgive my near-
sightedness. Forgive me if my disappointment lasts
longer than the realization of your intervention.
Beyond an acceptance of your turning your face from
this desire or that is the possibility of petulant
selfishness — forgive me! Open my eyes to all of the
same positions 1 hold now and will hold throughout
eternity!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now,
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Take the name of Jesus with you,
Child of sorrow and of woeg;

It will joy and comfort give you;
Take it then where’er you go.
Precious name, O how sweet!
Hope of earth and joy of heav'n;
Precious name, O how sweet!
Hope of earth and joy of heav'n.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

HJesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When
the demon left, the man who had been dumb spoke,
and the crowd was amazed. “But some of them said,
“By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, he is driving
out demons.” *Others tested him by asking for a sign
from heaven. —Luke 11:14-16, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

It would seem that at almost every turn in the text we
encounter a demon. [ know this is exaggerated but
there are many references to these evil spirits. In this
instance the demon is the reason for this man’s in-
ability to speak. My Lord cast out this demon in the



most obvious manner possible. All saw it, all knew it
happened — even my Lord’s enemies! Why did he do
it? He did it ““that men might believe he was the
Christ the Son of the living God’* (John 20:30,31).
Men could not deny the miracle but they could
misread its purpose — and this is being done today!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Why all the trouble in writing and preserving this
beautiful record if it is not sufficient and I yet need
“‘a sign from heaven™? Isn't it a manipulation of my
Lord to decide for myself how many signs and just
where and when they shall be performed before I will
believe? If I already believe then the miracles would
be performed for a different reason than the one
given by my Lord. What I am trying to say is: ‘‘Dear
Lord, I believe. | am amazed and confess freely and
openly that you are the King the Son of the living
God. I believe the record is altogether accurate and
complete. I need no other signs.”” If men will not
believe because of the record you have given them
they do not believe your record.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you my Lord can drive the devil out of
anyone any time. (2) Thank you nothing Jesus did of
the miraculous nature was done in a corner. (3)
Thank you for the average man in the crowd — he is
willing to believe! (4) Thank you that my Lord left
men free to choose Satan’s explanation or his. (5)
Thank you that the very prince of demons has been
vanquished! (6) Thank you my Lord would not be
manipulated by men. (7) Thank you Jesus had his
own tests for truth which were far superior to those
of men.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“Others tested him by asking for a sign from
heaven.”” How incongruous! When our Lord had per-
formed one sign after another these people are yet
asking for a sign. This is a fatal flaw! When God
must be what we want him to be or we will not accept
him, he has ceased to be God! We have become our
own god. Real faith comes by hearing not seeing,
Faith once obtained can be confirmed by the signs,
But signs were intended to ‘‘follow’’ faith not preceed
it. To listen to Jesus is what convinced the twelve —
the seventy — the women — and many others. We
are glad to stand back in wonder at his supernatural
acts — they confirm what we already believe about
him, i.e. that he is the Son of the living God!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.
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READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

In these verses I find so much by way of identity with
the spirit-world. Teach me in these requests I lift up
to you: (1) “‘Greater is he who is in me than he who is
in the world," so said John who knew my Lord as
few others (I John 4:4). Do 1 really believe him? If 1
do he can deliver me from the evil one. (2) Why do
men want to give Satan the advantage? This says
something about the proclivities of men — speak to
my understanding. (3) What a temptation it is to ““call
the shots'' — forgive us — lead us — change us.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I look at these verses yet once again — reach the well-
springs of action in my heart: (1) ““Have you noticed
that disease NOT sin is the consequence of demon
possession?’’ (2) ““The multitudes — i.e. the ‘concen-
sus opinion’ is usually correct.” (3) “There are a/ways
those who refuse to believe.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Christian
Literature: Crash literature programs in many parts of
the world create an immense desire for any literature
among newly literates. Pray for a greater interest
among churches in this ministry. Pray for more and
better Christian literature.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem;
Come and adore Him,
Born the King of angels;
O come, let us adore Him. . .
Christ, the Lord.

Sing choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God,
All glory in the highest;
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WEEK EIGHT
—Monday—

You want us happy! You have made
more than adequate preparations for
our happiness. We enter the closet of
prayer to find such joy.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“You turned my wailing into dancing; you removed
my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, that my heart
may sing to you and not be silent. O Lord my God, I
will give you thanks forever'' (Psa. 30:11,12). It is out
of your own personal interest in the happiness of man
that such a word could be written. We believe the
dancing and happiness on this occasion was the dedi-
cation of the temple. But even in this we remember
the temple was built according to your directions. Life
has much about which we lift our tear-stained faces to
you. But in such a short time you can and do turn
such sorrow into such joy that we want to dance!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

How I want to enter into the reality of these verses! It
seems too good to be true that you are interested in
all that interests us. David decided you were the one
who provided the circumstance for such great joy it
could only be expressed in dancing. We can agree
with this when we think of the greatness and beauty
of the temple (although such was but in anticipation
with King David). Could we get this excited in the
anticipation of your city four-square, the “‘eternal
tabernacle’’? David speaks here of a continual song in
his lips — we have more reason to sing than he did.
The closing words of this psalm will indeed be a reali-
ty — ““I will give thanks forever’” — but it is not at
all necessary to wait for heaven.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

It becomes almost ludicrous to speak of dancing for
joy over some heavenly blessing. We do not get that
excited over such a subject. Dear Lord, it is too bad
we do not! What is it that would “‘clothe me with

joy” — i.e. put joy on as a garment? Would a large
amount of money do it? Dear Lord, forgive my car-
nal attitude and sensual desires! A modern psalmist
has said: *‘I sing for I cannot be silent.”” Oh, my
Father, I want such a relationship with you! I have
enough reasons to thank you forever! I also have
good reason to wail and put on sackcloth for my
willful selfish rebellious violations of your will in my
life. Forgive me!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Wonderful birth, to a manger He came,

Made in the likeness of man, to proclaim
God’s boundless love for a world sick with sin,
Pleading with sinners to let Him come in.
Wonderful name He bears,

Wonderful crown he wears,

Wonderful blessings His triumphs afford;
Wonderful Calvary,

Wonderful grace for me,

Wonderful love of my Wonderful Lord!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

"Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: *‘Any
kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a
house divided against itself will fall. '*If Satan is
divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand? 1
say this because you claim I drive out demons by
Beelzebub. "Now if I drive out demons by

Beelzebub, by whom do your followers drive them
out? So then, they will be your judges. **But if 1 drive
oul demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom
of God has come to you." —Luke 11:17-20, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Even now our Lord *‘knows our thoughts.”” Did Jesus
imagine that by offering the explanation he did that



these persons would be persuaded and would
acknowledge him as the Messiah? He evidently knew
some of them would — some of them would not. His
logic was unassailable. Does the devil have a
kingdom? He does over those who choose to be ruled
by him. Our Lord’s kingdom is composed of those
who have chosen him as king. To dethrone the king in
the heart of one of his citizens is not the desire of the
king. Does the oldest son overpower the father in a
household and throw him out into the street? In the
words of our Lord such actions are suggested. Satan
is not divided against himself!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Praise your wonderful name — you do drive out
devils! You can and do liberate me from the evil one.
I am glad and eager to claim your presence and power
over all the works of darkness in my life. I John 3:8
tells me you can and do “‘destroy all the works of the
deceiver.”’ Colossians 2:15 tells me you have disarmed
the power and authority of Satan at the cross. Praise
your name. Hebrews 2:14,15 tells me you have de-
stroyed him (Satan) who holds the power of death —
and gave me freedom from fear! John 12:31 and
16:11 tell me you have cast out of my life the ruler

of this world (Satan) and have condemned him to
hell! James 4:7 tells me as 1 draw near to you Satan
has left. Praise your name!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the One who knows all my
thoughts — and yet loves me and wants me. (2)
Thank you that such omniscience moves me to repen-
tance. (3) Thank you that I can let Jesus be Lord in
my heart and be whole. (4) Thank you that for me in
my house Jesus will be king. (5) Thank you the name of
**Beelzebub was chosen for Satan — “‘Lord of the
flies’’, how appropriate! (6) Thank you for the Holy
Spirit here referred to as ‘‘the finger of God.” (7)
Thank you for the rule of God that comes each time
Jesus is made Lord.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then
the kingdom of God has come to you.’” This is a
most interesting description of the Holy Spirit. He is
so described as if to tell us that wherever Jesus
wanted to touch someone he would use the Holy
Spirit as we would use our hand. In the very per-
sonalized meeting of need he would use his finger.
There are so many gestures we can associate with the
finger — was some gesture used by our Lord in driv-
ing out this demon? We do not know. One thing we
do know is the man was delivered from the oppres-
sion of evil. The rule of God in the person of Jesus
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had come into the experience of this man. It is a real
source of comfort to know both the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit have such a touching personal interest in
each of us.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

How vastly important it is to allow you to rule from
the throne of our hearts! If we do not we know who
will rule — this is no vacuum in your world! I lift up
these requests for your rule: (1) Satan is never con-
fused about his purpose — neither are you, I am face
to face with a choice — just for today — 7 choose
Jesus! Not in word but in truth! Help me —
strengthen me by your Spirit in the inward man
(Ephesians 3:16). (2) There is /iberation from Satan! I
claim your priority in my thoughts! Give me the
freedom of your Son.

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Your Son has come to destroy the works of the enemy
of our lives. I listen just now for the application of
your word to my consience: (1) “Read again the refer-
ences you made earlier — they are not only true —
they are personal!'' (2) *‘1 can touch you — but NOT
if you do not want to be touched.”” (3) “You are so
much in need it grieves me that you do not want my
liberating touch.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Christian Tent-
makers: Hundreds of thousands of Western, Middle
Eastern, Asian and African Christians have sought
education opportunities or employment. Most have
done it for personal reasons. Pray that they may be
stirred to witness to non-Christians.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Jesus, lover of my soul,
Let me to Thy bosom fly,
While the nearer waters roll,
While the tempest still is high:
Hide me, O my Savior, hide,
Till the storm of life is past;
Safe into the haven guide;
O receive my soul at last!
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WEEK EIGHT
—Tuesday—

with bounties of your love for us. We

enter just now and know we shall be
filled and satisfied.

You are our hiding place — it is stocked
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PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“In you, O Lord, I have take refuge; let me never be
put to shame; deliver me in your righteousness. Turn
your ear to me, come quickly to my rescue; be my
rock of refuge, a strong fortress to save me’’ (Psa.
31:1,2). There are several qualities of yourself to
which we have made reference — and for which we
have praised you before — we never tire of repeating
them: (1) ““In you, O Lord, I have taken refuge.”” In-
deed I have! 1 find no other hiding place so full of
comfort and safety. | do not hide in you only to
escape — but because I find you so very interesting
and full of pleasant surprises. (2) In you 1 find One
who will never embarrass me. You do point out so
clearly my need of improvement — but not in a man-
ner that discourages me.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I almost forget that my praise is intended at first to
be all that you are to all men — or at least what you
could be if all men would look to you. (3) “Deliver
me in your righteousness’ — am | satisfied that your
decision as to when and how I shall be delivered is
right? How good it is to commit my life into your
hands. When it is time to be delivered from a cir-
cumstance you will do it. Until then I can yet rejoice
you are at work in developing in me the qualities you
want. (4) You are listening — there are times when [
want to be assured you hear me by some ‘‘rescue’’ on
your part. This has happened to me — thank you —
praise for your mercy.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out, It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

I have been put to shame — but it was not of your
will — but of my willful rejection of your goodness. I

have been caught out in the field of battle and shut
down. All the while I could have been in my refuge.
Forgive me. I haved chafed and resisted and pouted
like a spoiled child when all the while you had not
said or indicated in any way that now was the time to
be relieved of this care or that responsibility —
forgive me. Even when you have sent a rescue squad
of angels and saved me from an overbearing tempta-
tion I have not really thanked you like I should. It is
good to review my failures as well as your blessings.
In both I can turn my heart again to you!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Jesus is all the world to me,

My life, my joy, my all;

He is my strength from day to day —
Without Him I would fall.

When 1 am sad to Him I go;

No other one can cheer me so;

When 1 am sad He makes me glad:
He’s my Friend.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

21““When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own
house, his possessions are safe. *But when someone
stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away
the armor in which the man trusted and divides up the
spoils.

B¢‘He who is not with me is against me, and he who
does not gather with me, scatters.

24¢“When an evil spirit comes out of a man, il goes
through arid places seeking rest and does not find it.
Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.” *When
it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in
order. *Then it goes and takes seven other spirits



more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there.
And the final condition of that man is worse than the
first.,” —Luke 11:21-26, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

What a powerful section of scripture are these few
verses. I could never probe their depth and meaning
— but I surely do want to try! My dear Lord is ‘“‘the
stronger man.'’ Satan js a strong man — stronger
than any man — and all men apart from the stronger
man. I wonder just what armor it is in which Satan
trusts? It must be “‘the lust of the flesh — the lust of
the eyes — and the pride of life.”” Praise your name
— your Son can take the power away from such de-
sires. What are the spoils of the evil one my Lord
divides up among us? Surely this must be what Paul
meant when he said **we are more than conquerors’’
— we not only overcome him — we divide up his
spoils.

Please express your response to this beautiful
rext, Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Perhaps “‘the spoils’’ are the right use of the desires
of the flesh and of the eyes — the right use of a
search for status. Dear Lord, 1 want to move in with
you and live with you every moment of every day! 1
want to bring everything in my nature under your
control — only in this way can I be whole. [ realize
— at least to some extent that any other attitude is a
fragmentation of my personality.

No doubt my Lord was speaking of the Hebrew na-
tion in his comment about the empty house. They
were cleansed from idolatry but seven other evils
worse than idolatry — along with a return of idolatry
have moved in. Such an example has great meaning to
me — a great warning to me!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the blunt statement that Satan has
some people safe under his control. (2) Thank you for
the equally clear word that our Lord can and does
deliver such persons. (3) Thank you I can apply such
a deliverance to my own personal needs — right now.
(4) Thank you there is no neutrality with Jesus. (5)
Thank you I can gather all 1 have and give it to him
to make me whole. (6) Thank you for the reality of
the spirit-world here described by my Lord. (7) Thank
you that Jesus did not tell this parable to discourage
us — but to encourage all we can be delivered from
Satan’s power.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““And the final condition of that man is worse than
the first.”” If he was lost at first and demon possessed
how could his condition now be worse? Because now

113

he knows what it means to be delivered. Because now
he has much more demonic influence in his life than
he had in the previous experience. Our Lord was
speaking in this veiled form about the Jewish nation
that had once been delivered from idolatry. The bon-
dage in Assyria and Babylonia was a part of their
price. Having been returned to their land they were
now much worse in yielding to satanic influence than
they ever were in their past history. What a lesson is
in this for each of us! Let’s fill our lives up with his
presence and service!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

Man'’s capacity to move from the sublime to the ridic-
ulous is almost unbelievable! Satan is looking for op-
portunities and this is surely one of them. A titanic
battle of the ages rages and man wonders if pink lem-
onade is really better than the ordinary kind! I refuse
to be drugged! I lift up these requests to you: (1) Dear
Lord, please be the ruler of this house. (2) My Father,
I am but a child — lead me gently home. (3) Please,
please touch me and make me whole. (4) Fill up my
life with your interests!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I pause long before you — speak to me! (1) **You can
influence many many for me — believe in my poten-
tial in you." (2) ““To be passive is to be a captive —
guess who the captor is.” (3) *‘Demons are real — far
more real than what you see and know.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Outreach to
Cultists: Jehovah's Witnesses have grown from
916,000 members in 1960 to 2,842,000 in 1984. The
Mormons have similarly grown from 1,408,000
adherents in 1960 to 5,300,000 in 1985. Hindu-
Buddhist cults, Unification Church (Moonies) and
Scientology have also grown.

Praise God for many thousands who have left such
cults and found salvation in Christ. Many more are
still bound by these delusions.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

My Lord has garments so wondrous fine,
And myrrh their texture fills;
Its fragrance reached to this heart of mine,
With joy my being thrills.
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WEEK EIGHT
—Wednesday—

What a blessing to just be quiet in your
presence. Here I am safe. I seek your
provisions for a meek and quiet spirit
throughout this day.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“In the shelter of your presence you hide them from
the intrigues of men; in your dwelling you keep them
safe from the strife of tongues’’ (Psa. 31:20). Bless
the Lord, O my soul — all that is within me bless his
holy name! How pleasant it is to take shelter in your
presence! You have given to all men the privilege of
finding protection and rest in your presence. It is
good and comfortable to draw away from all the
world and lift my whole self up to you in adoration. 1
claim such a shelter even today from whatever in-
trigues men might have against me, In your refuge —
which for all your children today is the death of your
Son — you keep me safe from the strife of tongues!
How much we all need this!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

“For those who fear you®' are the promises above
made. | do want to acknowledge my wonder and
amazement as I contemplate your power and love. I
am indeed afraid as I consider the retribution de-
scribed by your Son as ‘‘everlasting punishment.”” In
the very same context I find a beautiful shelter and
dwelling place! From how much intrigue that never
reached my ears or touched my life have I already
been saved by your mercy? From how much strife of
tongues have I escaped by seeking your presence as a
dwelling place? I want to praise you for such unseen
and unknown blessings from your hand!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out, It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

I have been caught in the intrigues of men. Surely
most of the TV programs are prepared by such men.
The newspaper and many magazines are but a report
of such intrigue. How is it | have time for such in-

trigue, but I forget your presence? Forgive me. It is so
easy Lo be drawn into the *“‘strife of tongues’'! How
much conversation just yesterday was negative and
hurtful for those who were being criticized and to
those who were doing it? Dear Lord, forgive me for
my part in it. In the midst of such a meeting awaken
me to the indwelling of your Self in the presence of
the Holy Spirit! Forgive me — keep my mouth shut
and my heart open to you.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Jesus, the very thought of Thee
With sweetness fills my breast;
But sweeter far Thy face to see,
And in Thy presence rest.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.,

HIS WORD

Y As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the
crowd called out, ‘‘Blessed is the mother who gave
you birth and nursed you.”’

%He replied, ‘‘Blessed rather are those who hear the
word of God and obey it."” —Luke 11:27,28, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

How we wish we knew this unnamed woman and
could ask her why she called out this word. She was
listening — how well did she hear? Surely she heard
more and better than many who were also present
that day. It would seem from our Lord’s reply that
she was placing too much emphasis upon physical
relationships. Mary was such a wonderful person it
would have been easy for our Lord to agree with this
expression of praise (for him and his mother). We
would probably have thanked this unnamed woman
and passed on. But not our Lord! He knew her



motives — as he does with all of us.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Was not Mary one who heard the word of the Lord
and obeyed it? Indeed she was! But the point made is
that blessedness is not in proximity with Jesus but
with what you have said. This gives us acceptableness
with Jesus or yourself! There were many citizens of
the nation of Israel who had heard the word of God
and had not obeyed it. They were the same people
that kept the tombs of the prophets and the kings.
These same people honored the past but were deaf to
the present. There is such a crucial message in this for
me! Hearing is not obeying — honor and respect are
not obedience. Approval and acceptance with you and
my Lord come from acting upon what you have said,
I want to do it today!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for Luke’s word about just one woman
— *““thou Lord seest me."" (2) Thank you for any
response of praise to our Lord. (3) Thank you Jesus
was totally impervious to human flattery. (4) Thank
you that Jesus had such a devoted mother. (5) Thank
you that we can hear you every day we live. (6) Thank
you there is no way to ignore the application of your
word to our hearts. (7) Thank you for the desire to
obey you. (8) Thank you for the promise of
blessedness accompanying our obedience.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God
and obey it.”" Dear Lord, how I want to be in that
company! What word from yourself could those of
that day hear? Was Jesus referring to the O.T. scrip-
tures? Or was he referring to the words he spoke? The
latter is much more in context. There is something to
obey in all he says. The blessing comes as a direct
result of obedience. Do we then earn anything by thus
obeying him? We do for ourselves — God's blessing.
But do we make ourselves more acceptable to him?
The hearing and obeying are for our benefit. We re-
main what we will always be in his sight — poor falli-
ble human beings whom you love with an everlasting
love. Praise your name!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

This is one interesting text! How much there is in
these few words for all of us. I lift them up to you in
a desire to know more: (1) How long have I been with
Jesus? It is now over 50 years! How have I truly
heard your word? It is to be answered in how well I
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have obeyed it. Help me to list a few areas where you
have spoken and my response. (2) You see me in the
crowd — use me dear Lord — make we willing to go.

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

These are most terse, pregnant words — open my
heart to receive them — communicate your desires to
my conscience! (1) ‘‘Please believe me about the vast
importance of motherhood —NOT what you read in
some areas of ‘experts.’ *’ (2) *“There is something to
obey in all 1 say — do not raise to importance what 1
have not placed there.”” (3) ‘‘Rejoice in what you have
obeyed.”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Development
Ministries: Christian workers have gained credibility
for the gospel, and economic viability for local
churches, through development programs. In many
poverty-stricken areas preaching the gospel without
meeting the felt needs of the community would be
counterproductive. Dealing with the root causes of
famine, disease and economic deprivation is not as
glamorous as emergency aid in a major crisis or
disaster, but far more effective.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

It may be at morn, when the day is awaking,
When sunlight through darkness
and shadow is breaking,
That Jesus will come in the fulness of glory,
To receive from the world His own.
O Lord Jesus, how long, how long
Ere we shout the glad song,
Christ returneth! Hallelujah!
Hallelujah! Amen, Hallelujah! Amen.

It may be at midday, it may be at twilight,
It may be, perchance, that the blackness of midnight
Will burst into light in the blaze of His glory,
When Jesus receives His own.
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WEEK EIGHT
—Thursday—

We are those ‘“whose transgressions are
forgiven’’ — whose “sins are covered.”
We enter the place of prayer with this

Joy to worship you.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“‘Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven,
whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man whose sin
the Lord does not count against him, and in whose
spirit is no deceit’’ (Psa. 32:1,2). I realize these
beautiful verses appear again in the New Testament. |
want to shout them from the housetop of the world!
All men need to hear them. All men need to enjoy
their liberating promise! Your forgiveness includes
total and absolute forgetfulness; so to be forgiven of
our transgressions against you is to be back in com-
plete acceptance and fellowship. You are a covering
for our sins, and not for our sins only but for the sins
of the whole world (I John 2:2). Blessed be your
name!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I am so glad that you keep a very short account of
my sins! Each day — and several times during the day
I have a new, fresh start with you! What a joy to
know that there is therefore now no record against me
in your presence! How does all this relate to deceit in
my heart? Is this another way of saying your good-
ness leads me to repentance? It is surely true! But it
also teaches me that I cannot justify and rationalize
my sin. My many words of reasoning do not impress
you. My facade of apology is torn away. It is wonder-
fully good to stand before you clean and pure and
welcome!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.,

CONFESSION OF SIN

This stanza in this psalm is a confession. I want to
relate to it in a personal context. I have a real struggle
over when I am accepting your grace and mercy and
when I am taking advantage of it, I do not at all want

to continue in sin so grace might abound. At the same
time I do count so heavily upon your goodness. I
know that the record of my conduct spells out the dif-
ference. I do believe | am improving in some areas of
my living. No credit to me except my response (o your
love — to your mercies. Forgive me for in any way
deceiving myself (I can not deceive you). I want to ex-
press my joy and freedom as I claim the promises of
these verses!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Would you be free from your burden of sin?
There’s pow'r in the blood, pow’r in the blood;
Would you o’er evil a victory win?

There’s wonderful pow'r in the blood.

There is pow’r, pow'r,

Wonderworking pow’r in the blood of the Lamb;
There is pow’r, pow'r,

Wonderworking pow'r

In the precious blood of the Lamb.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

Y As the crowds increased, Jesus said, ‘“This is a wick-
ed generation. It asks for a miraculous sign, but none
will be given it except the sign of Jonah. *For as
Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son
of Man be to this generation. *'The Queen of the
South will rise at the judgment with the men of this
generation and condemn them, for she came from the
ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and
now one greater than Solomon is here. ¥*The men of
Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this
generation and condemn it, for they repented at the
preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah
is here. —Luke 11:29-32, NIV



READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Once again | want to gather on the front row of the
crowd. I hear him say to me — and to my generation:
‘““You are your own god — you do not want me."
The generation of my Lord’s day was attempting to
dictate the terms on which they would agree that he
was the Messiah — he must do certain signs in just
the way they specified or they would not believe.
Never mind that such signs were not promised in your
word — but only in the human traditions of men. We
have the same problem today. How glad I am to ac-
cept my Lord’s deity — and most especially ‘‘the sign
of Jonah.” Even the triumphant resurrection!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

I hope I represented at least some segment of men in
the above expression of worship. The whole point you
are making in this section of scripture is that man
should submit his reasoning to yours. “‘Change your
mind as did the Ninevites; change your mind as did
the Queen of the South; accept my reasoning, not
your own.”” Dear Lord, as much as in me is I am
ready to do just this! Life after death and a conscious
appearance before judgment is plainly inferred in the
words of my Lord — how I do want to hear them!
What a great preacher was Jonah! What a greater
preacher is Jesus my Lord! What a great king was
Solomon. What a greater king is Jesus!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that Jesus did not at all hesitate to
speak out to meet needs anywhere — anytime. (2)
Thank you my Lord gives us the real purpose of
signs. (3) Thank you for the wonderful account of the
reluctant prophet Jonah. (4) Thank you for the
miracle superior to the great fish and Jonah. (5) Thank
you for the wisdom of my Lord, superior to that of
Solomon. (6) Thank you for the clear promise that
there will be a day of eternal equity. (7) Thank you
for the One who is greater than all!

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“Now one greater than Jonah is here.’” In what way
was Jesus greater than Jonah? Jonah really made an
impression on the Ninevites! Did they know of his
miraculous deliverance from the great fish? His ap-
pearance might have been affected by the gastric
juices of the sea-monster. At least he spoke in such a
manner that men listened. His message of repentance
was heeded. The appearance of our Lord accompa-
nied as he was by his miracles said something — the
quality of his teaching could not be ignored by those
who had ears. His message was one of repentance.
The promise of a destruction far worse than the fall
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of Nineveh was behind our Saviour’s message. In
these ways at least a greater than Jonah had come.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I welcome all these references to conservative religious
people — such as those with whom my Lord associ-
ated — they speak so well to my needs. I lift up these
requests:(1) It is one relaxing intellectual/emotional
experience to ‘‘lean not upon my own understanding”’
— but to read and understand yours! Renew my com-
mitment to this concept. (2) Should you call me today
to give an account of my stewardship I want to be
ready — but I need a very large portion of your grace
to carry me through!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Jonah — the Queen of Sheba! These are most inter-
esting examples placed before me by my Lord —
speak to me through them: (1) “Do you marvel like
the Ninevites did? I.e. at the words of my Son — not
if you do not repent.’" (2) “Where is your sense of
overwhelming awe that filled the heart of the Queen
from the South?”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: International
Conferences: The ease and speed of international
travel has made possible a growing number of world
and regional evangelical conferences. Some of these
have been pivotal for a great mobilization of believers
for world evangelization. These conferences can be ex-
pensive luxuries with little long-term impact, or they
can be vital catalysts for the advancement of the cause
of Christ.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

O spread the tidings 'round wherever man is found,
Wherever human hearts and human woes abound;
Let ev'ry Christian tongue proclaim the joyful sound:
The Comforter has come!

The long, long night is past,
the morning breaks at last,
And hushed the dreadful wail and fury of the blast,
As o'er the golden hills the day advances fast!
The Comforter has come!
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WEEK EIGHT
—Friday—

worship for that blessed purpose.

Singing to you seems so appropriate
and natural. We enter into this time of

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

““Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you
while you may be found; surely when the mighty
waters rise, they will not reach him. You are my
hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and
surround me with songs of deliverance’’ (Psa. 32:6,7).
Bless your holy name — if you cannot be found I
know who has moved.What David is saying is that
when our hearts are lifted up to you we should ex-
press them in prayer. We are not always as ready to
pray as at other times. When we are moved to praise
or petition we should express it. If we do we will
prepare ourselves for the flood waters that inevitably
come to every life. Thank you for this blessed insight
of yourself!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

The psalmist is not speaking of a physical ‘‘hiding
place’ (although we are glad to acknowledge such
deliverance for his children). David tells us of the
escape of the spirit. It is in the temple of the spirit we
find peace and rest. In the center of the storm there
can be a holy quietness. Praise your name for such a
provision! It is with inward protection our Lord has a
particular interest. Much of my spirit’s protection is
found in the songs of deliverance. To sing “‘Faith Is
the Victory™' is to realize faith’s victory. To lift my
voice in the beautiful words of “Wonderful Grace of
Jesus’’ is to enter into the enjoyment of your grace!
Thank you for your constant deliverance!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

The psalmist said: ‘. . ., let everyone who is godly
pray to you'' i.e. everyone who has their mind upon
you. | must confess that there are too many times

when I do not feel like praying to you because my
mind has been led away from your presence, Forgive
me — [ am the loser. You are not found in my con-
sciousness therefore no prayer ascends from my heart
or lips — how sad! Forgive me. My spirit has been
drowned in the flood waters of this world. But it is
only because you were not found in the up-front ex-
periences of my life. Forgive me. I am glad the waters
do not always prevail — I am glad for the songs of
deliverance that make many days a time of victory.
Dear Lord, increase them!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.,
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Standing on the promises of Christ my King,
Through eternal ages let His praises ring;
Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing,
Standing on the promises of God.

Standing, standing,

Standing on the promises of God my Savior;
Standing, standing,

I'm standing on the promises of God.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

#*No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it
will be hidden, or under a bowl. Instead he puts it on
its stand, so that those who come in may see the light.
3*Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes
are good, your whole body also is full of light. But
when they are bad, your body also is full of darkness.
¥5See to it, then, that the light within you is not
darkness. **Therefore, if your whole body is full of
light, and no part of it dark, it will be completely
lighted, as when the light of a lamp shines on you."’
—Luke 11:33-36, NIV



READ HIS WORD TO HIM

My Lord was letting the light of his deity shine. It
was time to put his light on a stand so the whole
house could be flooded with light. The house was the
Jewish nation. My Lord set himself in a conspicuous
place so they could see his light. But there is another
lamp or light. It is the inner light or eye of the heart.
Instead of seeing the deity of our Lord they turned
their vision to the lies of the Pharisees and let in the
darkness of their accusation: **He drives out demons
by Beelzebub." Then the whole body was full of
darkness. How tremendously important is our will-
ingness to see him.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

How I do want my whole body to be “‘full of light.”’
I want to focus the eyes of my heart wholly upon
him! Dear Lord, I want you to fill all my vision.
Somehow may I like the three on the mount see no
one but “‘Jesus only." 1 want such light to be intense-
ly practical. Who will direct my eating today? Will I
look to Jesus or the lusts of the flesh? Who will con-
trol my words in a discussion — my own self interests
or the interests of my Lord? Do 1 really want my
whole body full of his light? Am I going to let in the
darkness of some TV programs? Jesus yet lives and
speaks to me just now!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the light of all my world, even my
Lord. (2) Thank you I can put him in the center of
my house or heart. (3) Thank you he has more than
earned such a prominent place in every heart. (4)
Thank you I now know what it is that gives light to
the whole inner man — even my willingness to see
him. (5) Thank you that my whole heart can be full
of light. (6) Thank you for the warning of my Lord
against the power of darkness. (7) Thank you again
for the light of life even Jesus!

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

‘v

.. it will be completely lighted, as when the light
of a lamp shines on you."'' **The whole body’’ repre-
sents the whole person. What a beautiful, powerful
thought: no part of my inner life need be in darkness.
The key to such illumination is “the eyes’’ — ““when
your eyes are good your whole body also is full of
light.”” Of course Jesus is speaking of the concentra-
tion of interest. When I focus all my attention on him
he lights up all else. How important it is for me to
give my whole attention to his word each day. All 1
know or will ever know is found in the pages of Mat-

thew, Mark, Luke and John. How I do want to medi-

tate upon each word — and most of all The Word
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behind the words.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

What an opportunity is mine! My whole inner person
can be full of *‘the light of life’* — 1 want it to hap-
pen! I lift up these requests: (1) Show me a lamp
stand for the light you have already given me. (2)
Show me also the *‘cellars’ and *‘peck-measure
baskets’” of the evil one. (3) Show me anew the deity
and love — the compassion — the mercy — the for-
giveness of your Son. In these qualities there is light
— peace — hope. (4) My interests are so fragmented!
Please bring them together in a focus on your Son!

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I pause to hear as if I had never heard before: (1)

“ ‘Light’ — ‘darkness’ — ‘lamp’ — ‘eye” — these all
describe /ife — please think — commit — receive my
life.” (2) ““Others are watching you — angels desire
what you have — demons know who I am — let your
light shine!”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Medical Mis-
sionary Work: This ministry has been one of the ma-
jor Christian ministries on the mission field for many
years. The need impelled the pioneer missionaries to
expend much labor and money in developing clinics,
hospitals, leprosaria, etc. This ministry needs prayer
in these days of change.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Give me the Bible, star of gladness gleaming,
To cheer the wand’rer lone and tempest-tossed;
No storm can hide that radiance peaceful beaming,
Since Jesus came to seek and save the lost.
Give me the Bible, Holy message shining;
Thy light shall guide me in the narrow way;
Precept and promise, law and love combining,
Till night shall vanish in eternal day.

Give me the Bible, when my heart is broken,
When sin and grief have filled my soul with fear;
Give me the precious words by Jesus spoken,
Hold up faith’s lamp to show my Savior near.
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WEEK EIGHT
—Saturday—

Just now we report to headquarters —
not of one nation but of all nations. We
want our orders — instructions — help
Jor today. We confidently expect to
receive it!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

““The Lord foils the plans of the nations, he thwarts
the purposes of the peoples. But the plans of the Lord
stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through
all generations’' (Psa. 33:10,11). What an amazing
statement! You take a personal interest in the affairs
of nations. You need not watch the international news
on TV — you make it! Praise your name! It is an
amazement to me that the world has not long ago
blown itself up. Now I know why — you have foiled
their plans. The purposes of the ‘‘have nots’ would
be to overpower those who have. Somehow such plans
have been so far thwarted. How wonderfully good
you have been to all men for so many generations!
Thank you!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

There is really no need for me to ask what your plans
are. You have unfolded your plan in your word from
Genesis to Revelation. You are always on time and
never late. Since you are total love such plans reflect
your character. In my generation — which is quickly
passing from this earthly scene — your plans for our
nation — and every nation have stood firm. Could we
review the history of America in the past fifty ycars
and see your hand of love and mercy upon us? Indeed
we can! In my own life such is true over and over
again. How soon all of us are hastening into your
eternal presence only you know. For one it can not be
too soon — ““Even so come Lord Jesus!"

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

The fear of the unknown and the unexpected can take
hold of any one of us. Since I know One to whom
nothing — utterly nothing is unknown nor unex-

pected, I can rest my whole life in him. “‘Perfect love
casts out fear.”” It is not my perfect love — because |
do not have it. It is your perfect love for this whole
world — backed with a knowledge of your omnipo-
tence that casts out all my fear! Praise your name!
My confession is that too often | have been afraid.
Just now I rest my weary soul (life) in you. I have
read of your plans for me in your word; I read just
here that such plans “‘stand firm forever.’" Praise
your name!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go,

Anywhere he leads me in this world below;
Anywhere without Him dearest joys would fade;
Anywhere with Jesus | am not afraid.
Anywhere, anywhere!

Fear I cannot know!

Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

Y"When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee in-
vited him to eat with him; so he went in and reclined
at the table. *But the Pharisee, noticing that Jesus did
not first wash before the meal, was surprised.

¥Then the Lord said to him, **Now, then, you
Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but
inside you are full of greed and wickedness. “You
foolish people! Did not the one who made the outside
make the inside also? “'But give what is inside to the
poor, and everything will be clean for you."' —Luke
11:37-41, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

I do wonder just why this man wanted to eat with



Jesus. He was hardly prepared for the *‘food for
thought’’ Jesus was going to give him! Was our Lord
aware of the basin of water for washing? Did he ig-
nore it on purpose? Jesus went directly to the table
with no washing. Wasn’t this a breach of etiquette?
Not when our Lord knew the motive behind the wash-
ing! It should be noticed that the Pharisee said
nothing about Jesus’ failure to wash. Jesus read his
mind and motive. What he saw and read was not
good. How I would like to hear the tone of voice as
Jesus said: “‘you are full of greed and wickedness." |
want to adopt such a tone of voice.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

My Lord is saying something wonderfully powerful to
me. We are your cup or dish — you have made us
outside and inside. | am so glad you can cleanse me
as a whole person. The defilement my Lord saw inside
the Pharisee was greed. Am 1 defiled by this sin?
What a pious Pharisaic question! Dear Lord, forgive
me — I can only ask: “‘to what extent am I greedy?"’
To the extent I give to those in need I am greedy or
not greedy — isn’t this the obvious meaning of my
Lord’s words? Oh my soul! Wake up! It is true!
What other wickedness is in me? Dear Lord, wash me
and everything will be clean!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the interest my Lord arouses even
in those who do not like him. (2) Thank you for the
several times my Lord used the meal as a place of
communication. (3) Thank you that Jesus was not in-
timidated by religious form or authority. (4) Thank
you that even now Jesus reads my thoughts and in-
terests. (5) Thank you that I can escape the name
““fool”” used by my Lord — ‘“Wash me and I shall be
clean.” (6) Thank you that just for today I can give
and be clean. (7) Thank you that there is here a clear
word about the benefit of giving to the poor.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““. . . give what is inside the dish (or what you have)
fo the poor, and everything will be clean for you.”'
This was the particular problem of the Pharisees so
our Lord could speak in this specific manner to them,
Greed and selfishness dominated their lives. How in-
teresting it is to remember how religious these men
were yet how utterly selfish! It should say much to us,
Our Lord must have had great concern for these peo-
ple to speak as plainly to them as he did. We are sure
the attitude he had as he spoke these words did much
to reach the hearts of those who listened. Dear Lord,
reach our hearts, we as a people are full of greed and
wickedness and in need of your rebuke!
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Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

As your cup [ lift up these petitions for my cleansing:
(1) How greedy am I? [ do want to know — in this
day make it known to me — or tomorrow — but I
would like to know. (2) Giving what is within out of
love to meet a need is true cleansing! 1 give — increase
my amount and opportunities. (3) Who are the
““foolish’’ ones in my association? Open my heart and
my eyes to see. (4) I repeat what [ said earlier:
‘“‘Reach our hearts, we as a people are full of greed
and wickedness — and in need of your rebuke.”

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I do want to be “‘as much as in me is’’ honest with
myself. | cannot be dishonest with you and you not
know it — speak to me: ‘‘I have made you — created
all your desires — and I can enable you to both will
and do — trust me.”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: The evangeliz-
ing and discipling of medical workers. Because more
people pass through the hospitals of the world than
through its churches, the International Hospital Chris-
tian Fellowship seeks to win for Christ and train
medical personnel to share their faith with those
whom they serve medically

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Sing them over again to me,
Wonderful words of Life;

Let me more of their beauty see,
Wonderful words of Life.
Words of life and beauty,
Teach me faith and duty;

Beautiful words, wonderful words,
Wonderful words of Life;
Beautiful words, wonderful words,
Wonderful words of Life.

Christ, the blessed One, gives to all,
Wonderful words of Life;
Sinner, list to the loving call,
Wonderful words of Life.

All so freely given,
Wooing us to heaven;
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WEEK NINE
—Sunday—

We pause before you and attempt to in-
volve our whole being in worship. Qur
reasonable response to your goodness is
rejoicing and gladness — help us.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

““Then my soul will rejoice in the Lord and delight in
his salvation. My whole being will exclaim, ‘Who is
like you, O Lord? You rescue the poor from those
too strong for them, the poor and needy from those
who rob them’ *’ (Psa. 35:9,10). The entire person is
full of joy in contemplation of your interest in our
needs! It is right — it is good that we should lift up
our whole being to you in praise! The word ‘‘delight"’
is more precise: there is a tingling sensation of wonder
and happiness. The response of little children on
Christmas morning should be ours as we consider our
salvation,

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I am glad to say with no hesitancy: *‘my soul (my en-
tire person) will rejoice in the Lord and delight in his
salvation.”” It is my privilege and my constant desire
to praise you and express my adoration before your
throne of grace. There is nothing at all in life I need
more than worship before you. What a superlative is
this expression: ‘“My whole being will exclaim, ‘Who
is like you, O Lord?” " And yet it is but a natural
response to the One who has given us all things. How
many multiplied thousands of times have these words
been fulfilled: *“You rescue the poor from those too
strong for them, the poor and needy from those who
rob them’’? Praise your name! I believe it is happen-
ing right now!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Somehow, “‘the early dew of the morning is often
gone at noon’’ i.e. as related to my rejoicing in your
presence and goodness. I am in a constant search for
a way to transfer this blessed time of rejoicing to all

the hours of the day. I do believe my heart is condi-
tioned to respond in praise much more often because
of this time with you than it would without this time.
Yet, I do confess my miserable failures. (I think now
of just yesterday.) Forgive me!

Since you have given me your clear promise in verse
ten that you will ‘“‘deliver the poor from those too
strong for them,”’ I do indeed now ask for your
rescue.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now,
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

I need The ev’ry hour,
Most gracious Lord;

No tender voice like Thine
Can peace afford.

I need Thee, O I need Thee;
Ev’ry hour I need Thee!

O bless me now, my Savior:
I come to Thee!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

26%Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a
tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden
herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God.
You should have practiced the latter without leaving
the former undone.

94Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most
important seats in the synagogues and greetings in the
marketplaces.

4“4“Woe to you, because you are like unmarked
graves, which men walk over without knowing it.”
—Luke 11:42-44, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

How could Jesus speak so pointedly to this Pharisee




without insulting him? He couldn’t! We do not have
the response of the Pharisee —we do wonder why,
Perhaps he was like many of the present day garden
variety: it related to everyone but himself. Dear Lord,
as I write these words — 1 want to write them on my
own heart.

It is easy enough to relate the word “‘justice’” as given
in the context here. It refers to fair and equal treat-
ment among men. But what is meant by “‘the love of
God'"? 1 believe our Lord meant the warm hearted
love for you that remained with these men throughout
the day and permeated all their relationships. Why did
these men lack such an obvious application of all they
believed? My Lord is about to tell them!

Please express your response to this beautiful
fext. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Pride is the answer! The praise and approval of men
was more important to them than your approval. Men
were much nearer and much more impressive. How
much does it mean to me to be thought of as “‘a big
man in the brotherhood? Honestly now, answer the
question! Pride in self and position can only be lost
when such desire is transferred to you and what you
offer to me. Only when my pride is in who you are
and in the privilege and values of salvation can I
escape the trap of Bigshotism! What a shocking state-
ment is contained in verse 44! My Lord says that
some men are like graves full of awful corruption and
we do not even know it! Dear Lord, is it I? Raise me
from the dead! Deliver me!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for my Lord’s strong words of “‘woe’’
— I am so dull of hearing I must hear him! (2) Thank
you Jesus plainly said tithing was a good thing — and
could be a meaningless thing — all in one breath. (3)
Thank you for telling me all over again of the impor-
tance of justice. (4) Thank you my love for you can
be so clearly defined that men can notice it. (5) Thank
you for the rebuke of pride in the life of religious
people. (6) Thank you Jesus spelled out just where
pride was found — in position and recognition. (7)
Thank you for the shocking warning of the hidden
corruption of the heart.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““. .. you are like unmarked graves, which men walk
over without knowing it." Jesus is going to refer to
these men as whitewashed tombs full of dead men’s
bones and all kind of corruption. Essentially he is say-
ing the danger of these men — which is their moral
corruption — is hidden from the eyes of men. How
much horrible corruption is covered over by a pious
appearance only you can know. Are these words ask-
ing for a resurrection from the dead? We would like
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to believe they are. At least there is no salvation apart
from his power to raise men who are dead in
trespasses and sins!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

[ have waited a long time to evaluate the application
of these verses to my life. 1 lift these requests to you
out of my need: (1) I am indeed a Pharisee in my the-
ological stance — i.e. I accept the plain statements of
vour word as true! Am I also a Pharisee in my at-
titude, i.e. a legalist? If I am give me the courage to
repent! (2) If I do not give as much money to you
with your Son as these Pharisees gave without him —
where am I in your value system? (3) I do so wanf to
reflect your love in my daily conduct — help me!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

In a more personal manner than at almost any other
time you are addressing my conscience — I want to
tune in: (1) ““I am not at all impressed by what you
do — 1 am greatly impressed in who you are.” (2) *‘1
love you — I can enable you — [ want you — trust
me.”" (3) ““Love is doing — and then feeling."

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Missionary
Aviation: What an essential means for evangelism and
church growth the Christian “‘air force'’ has become!
In many areas access is difficult by any other means.
There are about 476 aircraft in 48 lands that are used
to transport workers, supplies, patients and aid.
Without this service, ministries would be slowed or
stopped.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

We have heard the joyful sound:
Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Spread the tidings all around:
Jesus saves! Jesus saves!

Bear the news to ev'ry land,
Climb the steeps and cross the waves;
Onward! 'tis our Lord’s command:
Jesus saves! Jesus saves!

Warft it on the rolling tide:
Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Tell to sinners far and wide:
Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Sing, ve islands of the sea;
Echo back, ye ocean caves;
Earth shall keep her jubilee:
Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
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WEEK NINE
—Monday—

worship to praise you.

It is for your love — your faithfulness,
your righteousness we enter this time of

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, your
Jaithfulness to the skies. Your righteousness is like the
mighty mountains, your justice like the great deep. O
Lord, you preserve both man and beast’’ (Psa.
36:5,6). Praise and adcration can easily arise to you
for your love. In what sense does it reach to the
heavens? The angels share in such love. They can tell
us so much more aboul your expression of love than
we poor mortals can. Your faithfulness is seen in the
skies — the seasons of the year — day and night are
all a testimony to your faithfulness.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

The consistency of your conduct is like the mighty
mountains. The record of all your righteous acts
stands like a backdrop of a gigantic mountain! Bless-
ed be your name forever! The record of decisions
made by you on behalf of man is like a great deep
body of water. There are no impurities; your perfect
justice flows like this clear water. It is good to be
reminded of these beautiful qualities of yourself! They
are: (1) Love as high as the heavens. (2) Faithfulness
to the skies. (3) Righteousness like a mountain. (4)
Justice like the deep water. (5) Preservation of both
man and animals.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal,

CONFESSION OF SIN

There is no difficulty confessing my deep need of you.
May my appreciation of your love increase yet more
and more — even as the angels of heaven love you
and serve you. How I do need to appreciate your
faithfulness to all generations. I cannot at all stand
before the white light of your total righteousness — 1

must clothe myself with the crimson robe of your
Son’s righteousness. If you were to give me justice
there would be no hope. But you have chosen out of
love and mercy to preserve my life in your eternal
presence. Blessed be your name forever.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father,

There is no shadow of turning with Thee;

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not:
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.

Great is Thy faithfulness!

Great is Thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies | see;

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;

Great is Thy faithfulness,

Lord, unto me!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

%0ne of the experts in the law answered him,
““Teacher, when you say these things, you insult us
also.”

“Jesus replied, ‘*And you experts in the law, woe to
you, because you load people down with burdens they
can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one
finger to help them.

“7**Woe to you, because you build tombs for the pro-
phets, and it was your forefathers who killed them.
S0 you testify that you approve of what your
forefathers did; they killed the prophets, and you
build their tombs. '* —Luke 11:45-48, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

What a shock was due these “‘experts in the law”’'!
Did this unusual teacher of the law imagine Jesus




would modify his own comment because of the posi-
tion of these men? Did this expert think our Lord
would apologize for his words? If he thought any one
of these things he was wrong. Being insulted was not
nearly as important as repentance, It would appear
that my Lord had very little if any confidence in the
possible repentance of such persons. The law regula-
tion bound upon the people by these experts was a
totally unnecessary burden. Of what real honor is a
tomb if its occupant was hated by the builder? Until
repentance takes place in the generations no good will
come.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Dear Lord, if I am any kind of expert in your law |
want your word to have due course in me. If I am in-
sulted by your word — i.e. your words illumine the
areas of my need — help me not to justify myself —
but to repent! It is easy to look back upon *‘the good
ol’ days’ and declare we are the sons of the prophets.
Until we honor you we cannot honor anyone. How
easy it is to forget the sins of our forefathers and ig-
nore our own. Dear Lord, 1 do want to change! 1 am
glad for the true memorial you have left for us. A
remembrance of a sacrifice of love and truth.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the unnamed law expert who spoke
for all who were guilty. (2) Thank you for sorrow that
can lead to true repentance. (3) Thank you my Lord
was courageous enough to identify personal need. (4)
Thank you that neither the message of the prophets
nor the guilt of those who stoned them changed from
one generation to another. (5) Thank you for the
privilege of opening our hearts to receive your word
in meekness. (6) Thank you that Jesus cares enough
to tell us of our sins. (7) Thank you that none of us
need stay where we are!

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““. . . they killed the prophets and you build their
tombs.”” Jesus is saying ‘‘vour fathers killed the pro-
phets and you in utter hypocrisy seek to honor
them.”” If the prophets were alive in Jesus’ generation
these same men who build memorials to them would
have killed them. It is one thing to look back upon
the brave men of the past, it is quite another matter
to live with them and receive God's message of repen-
tance from them. Is our Lord saying that no tombs
should be built for the prophets? At least he is saying
— *“‘let someone else build their tombs."” You should
register your objection to their murder! The prophets
did not need a memorial but someone to speak their
message all over again: ‘“Repent’’!
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Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

1 am surprised — even shocked at how exceedingly
relevant these words are to me and my generation. I
do need prayer just here. (1) I repeat it: **May your
word have free course in my heart. If 1 am insulted —
I need to be — 1 must change or be broken. (2) Wake
me up! The “good old days'’ were neither good nor
very old. (3) My heroes all had and have feet of clay
— give me Daniel’s vision! (4) At your Son’s table I
want to rededicate myself.

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

1 await your words that only can create a sorrow that
leads to repentance: (1) ““What are you doing with the
message of the prophets — not their bodies — their
words?”’ (2) “Who complains for me in the treatment
of my servants today?”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Missionary
Navy: A number of missions use ships for a wide
variety of Christian ministries. Among these are: (1)
Operation Mobilization's MV Doulos and MV Logos
— evangelism, ministry to Christians and literature
distribution in ports around the world. (2) YWAM's
MYV Anastasis — schools of evangelism, discipleship
training, evangelism, a university, and an aid ministry
in areas of disaster or need.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Silent Night, holy night,

All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night,
Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born!
Christ the Savior is born!
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WEEK NINE
—Tuesday—

We want to make this time of worship a
time to recount your goodness to us.
We hide in the shelter of your wings.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“How priceless is your unfailing love! Both high and
low among men find refuge in the shadow of your
wings. Continue your love to those who know you,
your righteousness to the upright in heart’ (Psa.
36:7,10). 1 do wonder just where and when such
words were penned by the psalmist? What incident
prompted this outburst of praise for your “‘unfailing
love’'? How did the writer identify what happened
with your love? I believe I can answer these questions.
Not in the long gone and now long forgotten circum-
stances, but in the fact that ““every good and perfect
gift comes from above." Any good circumstance that
comes our way comes from you. Something happened
that answered a real need and the psalmist looked up
to the ““Father of lights’” and praised him as the giver
(James 1:17).

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal,

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

It is altogether right in the midst of some fortunate
circumstance to pause and praise and thank you for
bringing such circumstances our way. How indeed
priceless is your unfailing love! We could spend much
money and never buy what you give without price. I
like the variant translation of the second half of verse
seven: ‘‘Both heavenly beings and men find refuge

in the shadow of your wings."" It is a little difficult to
imagine ourselves as birds — the point is not that we
are birds but we, and the angels of heaven, all have a
need for the comfort and protection we see in these
small creatures as they snuggle beneath the wings of
their mother.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

How often has some increase in salary come my way,

and instead of looking up I looked in and said “‘it
was long overdue.” When we found the house in
which we live and moved into it for a very reasonable
price what did we say? ‘“We looked long enough, at
last we found it.”” How terribly hurtful is unrequited
love! When you are the giver and we fail to recognize
it — and even attribute such gifts to our selves —
what a sin — what a terrible sin! And yet 1 want to
say with David, ‘‘Continue in your love’’ — we will
wake up and acknowledge you — our hearts will turn
to you. Forgive me dear Lord.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

All my heart to Him I give,
Ever to Him I'll cling,

In His blessed presence live,
Ever His praises sing.

Love so mighty and so true
Merits my soul’s best songs;
Faithful, loving service, too,
To Him belongs.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

#¢Because of this, God in his wisdom said, ‘I will
send them prophets and apostles, some of whom they
will kill and others they will persecute.’ ¥Therefore this
generation will be held responsible for the blood of all
the prophets that has been shed since the beginning of
the world, 5'from the blood of Abel to the blood of
Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the
sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this generation will be held
responsible for it all,

2¢“Woe to you experts of the law, because you have
taken away the key to knowledge. You yourselves
have not entered, and you have hindered those who



were entering.”’

3*When Jesus left there, the Pharisees and the teachers
of the law began to oppose him fiercely and to besiege
him with questions, **waiting to catch him in
something he might say. —Luke 11:49-54, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

What a head-on encounter my Lord had with these
men! Jesus looked beyond these men to what God
would do in spite of them, Praise your name, this is
what you always do! If you cannot do it with those
who should have been your means — you will raise
up another means — but it shall be done! *‘Prophets
and apostles’ were the foundation upon which our
Lord built his called out ones (Eph. 2:20). Some in-
deed did they kill (Acts 12:1ff), others they perse-
cuted. But the ONE crime of all crimes, the sin of all
sins was the death of *‘the wisdom of God."" In this
was the taking away ‘‘the key of knowledge’’ i.e. in
the crucifixion of God’s Son. How incredibly sad all
this is!

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Our Lord made such men responsible for *‘the blood
of all the prophets that has been shed since the begin-
ning of the world, from the blood of Abel to the
blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar
and the sanctuary.'" *‘Yes," he said, “‘this generation
will be held responsible for it all.”” Our Lord is saying
that the attitudes held by the generation of which he
himself was a part epitomized the parent sin of all
sins: i.e. disbelief — stubborn refusal to believe!
Unbelief for lack of evidence is excusable but to be
inundated with evidence and yet to refuse to believe is
the sin (while committed) for which there is no
forgiveness. Indeed it was the sin behind the death of
all the prophets from Abel to Zechariah.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the infinite patience of yourself in
continuing to send prophets and apostles. (2) Thank
you for the clear predictive word about the prophets
and apostles. (3) Thank you for showing me the sin of
disbelief or stubborn illogical rejection — I have been
warned and informed. (4) Thank you Jesus considered
his own death as valuable as the death of all the pro-
phets before him — yea, it is even more valuable! (5)
Thank you for the beautiful name ‘‘the key of
knowledge.'" (6) Thank you that in him are all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden'' (Col.
2:3), (7) Thank you that no one was ever able to
*‘catch him"’ in any word or action. Bless his holy
sinless name!

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“You yourselves have not entered, and you have
hindered those who were entering.’’ The entrance was
our Lord — the key was his deity. It was a sin almost
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beyond explanation as to why they did not accept his
Messiahship — but it was a vicious step nearer hell
when they by their influence hindered others who
would have accepted were it not for these monstrous
stumbling blocks!

How sad! Our Lord offered the door into happiness
and fulfillment. Surely what the Saviour offered was
much better than what these men had in their empty
shell of religious form. It is so easy to look objective-
ly upon such men and forget the same possibility is
always with us.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I continue opening my heart to receive what my Lord
says to me (what the Holy Spirit says to me). [ am
moved to ask for your help. (1) I want to cooperate
not compete but [ have one large struggle knowing the
difference — please help me! (2) The apostles are
speaking to me — particularly ‘“‘the apostle to the
Gentiles” — I do want to hear him — give me ears to
hear. (3) How beautiful to learn a new name for my
Lord — “‘the wisdom of God!”’ — *‘the key to
knowledge' — open my thinking just here. (4) Joy of
all joys — Jesus is the way — the way! Keep the door
open!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

“Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes . . ."" —
I do not want to disbelieve even one word you have
said. Speak to my conscience: (1) “‘Please remember
— to many you are that “lawyer’ — that ‘teacher of
the law’ — are you opening the door for them?" (2)
‘*Men today are as unsuccessful in their stumbling ef-
forts to catch me in what [ say — you can trust me
and my words.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Christian
Radio and Television: This is potentially one of the
most useful aids for world evangelization but, as yet,
is inadequately exploited. There were 1,450 Christian
radio and TV stations worldwide in 1980 — the
number is now larger. The USSR is the major nation
for international broadcasting, with 310 hours of
broadcasting Communist propaganda daily, but the
893 hours transmitted daily by Christian stations ex-
ceeds it by far — though with less transmitting power.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

I love to tell the story
Of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and His glory,
Of Jesus and His love;

I love to tell the story
Because I know ’tis true;
It satisfies my longings
As nothing else can do.
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WEEK NINE
—Wednesday—

You are all powerful and all wise. Why
should we “‘fret because of evil men?"’
We enter this closet to get your perspec-
five,

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Do not fret because of evil men or be envious of
those who do wrong; for like the grass they will soon
wither, like green plants they will soon die away.
Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and
enjoy safe pasture. Delight yourself in the Lord and
he will give you the desires of your heart’ (Psa.
37:1-4). What blessed encouragement is in these
verses! All such promises proceed like rays of light
from your own Self the whole source of Light! The
temporariness of time as related to eternity should re-
mind us that it will not always be this way. For those
who trust in the eternal they shall receive an eternal
reward.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal,

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

Good will live — evil will die. If there is any one
message in these lovely verses it is this. Trusting in
your omnipotence and omniscience we shall continue
to do good — i.e. teach your word to all men. Thank
you for telling me here that I am to enjoy what good
things have come my way. It does not say to ignore
the poor — but sadly — “‘such will we have with us
always'’ — you want me to raise my heart in enjoy-
ment and appreciation for what you have given me!
When my delight is your delight then it is easy for
you to give me the desires (or delight) of my heart —
indeed, you already have done it! At the same time
this does not answer the specific needs I have for par-
ticular projects in which I am involved. Yes it does!
Look at the promise again!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional Jjournal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Dear Lord, to listen to the news is to be immediately
faced with the temptation to *“fret because of evil

men.”* To open the pages of some magazines is to
view the opulence of evil men and somehow to be
tempted to envy them. What I need to do is to ask for
a rerun on just fifty years ago. The men and women
I see on the screen are almost all gone the way of
grass or the flower of the field. There is hardly
anything worth less than a fifty year old copy of a
popular magazine. Unless as an antique it says no-
thing because it is dead — past — gone. What has
happened to those who during this same period of
time trusted in you? They are presently rejoicing in
your presence. Dear Lord open my eyes.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Shall we gather at the river,
Where bright angel feet have trod,
With its crystal tide forever
Flowing by the throne of God?
Yes, we’ll gather at the river,

The beautiful, the beautiful river,
Gather with the saints at the river,
That flows by the throne of God.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands
12 had gathered, so that they were trampling on
one another, Jesus began to speak first to his
disciples, saying: ‘‘Be on your guard against the yeast
of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. *There is nothing
concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that
will not be made known. *What you have said in the
dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have
whispered in the ear behind closed doors will be pro-
claimed from the housetops.”” —Luke 12:1-3, NIV



READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Ah, the unnamed and unknown crowd was all named
and personally known to you. Indeed you had every
hair on their head numbered. Any one of them was
worth a million times all the rest of your creation! Yet
— it was to his disciples that Jesus spoke privately —
personally — secretly. Dear Lord I want to hear and
etch upon my heart your words: ““Be on guard against
the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.’’ But it
is a particular kind of hypocrisy that applies espe-
cially to religious people like myself. ‘““The seductive
unbelief which appears outwardly to be religious,
while hiding inner rebellion and wickedness is the
‘leaven’ Jesus was talking about. Hypocritical self-
deception is the most insidious form of evil.” —The
Gospel of Luke, Paul T, Butler, College Press, 1981,
p.258.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Surely I have spoken to my own heart in the above
expression. Just here I want to express my praise,
thankfulness, confession, intercession, or whatever
your word moves me to say to you in my worship, I
look with the eyes of my heart at verses two, three
and four. In both the positive and negative sense is
the powerful promise true. The hypocrisy of the
Pharisees was shouted from the housetops when such
hypocrisy destroyed their temple and their religious
forms. What our Saviour told so very privately to a
few disciples in a far off land of long ago has been
repeated a million times since and is this very day
heralded from the housetops of millions of homes.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the multitudes that were attracted
to him. Such can happen again. (2) Thank you that I
gladly count myself as one totally interested listener in
that crowd. (3) Thank you I can and do open my ears
and let him warn me about the hypocrisy of self-
deception. (4) Thank you for the eternal principle,
“‘there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed.”
(5) Thank you that what was said in the dark ages
past by my Lord is even now known. (6) Thank you
there will be a day when there will be no pretense, on-
ly truth. (7) Thank you that I can even now let him
whisper in my heart what he wants me to be and do.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““. .. what you have whispered in the ear in the inner
rooms will be proclaimed from the housetops.’’ How
very secretive must have been some of the conversa-
tions of the disciples of my Lord. But no more
secretive than some even today living in a country
whose government is opposed to Christianity. How
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beyond belief must have been these words to those
who first heard them. And yet today the antennas on
the housetops of a million homes tell us that the
potential is present. We could let everyone know the
glad tidings of great joy — which was intended for all
people. We simply lack the urgency. When will we
break out of this wall of silence? Dear Lord, help us!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

There is a battle being waged — it is fierce and per-
sonal. There is a leaven sown in the hearts of men.
Dear Lord, just how shall I fight — just Aow shall I
protect myself from this leaven? I lift up these re-
quests for your own solution: (1) I hear him say, “‘I
know all about the battle and the contagion — what I
know will one day be known to all.”” (2) There will in-
deed be a day when there is no pretense — only truth
— establish this beautiful thought in my heart. (3) My
righteousness is not promoted by the wrath of man —
so says the Holy Spirit.

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Continue to speak to me: (1) ‘““Today as never before
all men could hear — but they must have ears — and
I must have someone to speak for me.”” (2) “How
shall anyone hear without a preacher?’’ (3) ‘‘Rejoice
in what you hear.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Christian
radio; the only direct means of preaching the gospel
in 45 lands, reaching potentially 1,700 million people
(one third of mankind), especially Communist and
Muslim lands. The message still penetrates the Iron
and Bamboo Curtains despite Communist attempt to
jam them. Many churches have been planted as a
result of this ministry.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

One day when heaven was filled with His praises,
One day when sin was as black as could be,
Jesus came forth to be born of a virgin,
Dwelt among men; my example is He!
Living, He loved me; dying He saved me;
Buried, He carried my sins far away;
Rising, He justified freely forever;

One day He’s coming, O glorious day!
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WEEK NINE
—Thursday—

This is the day the Lord has made, we
shall rejoice and be glad in it. We shall
not have another just like it. We enter
into worship with this truth on our
hearts.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“A little while, and the wicked will be no more;
though you look for them, they will not be found.
But the meek will inherit the land and enjoy great
peace’’ (Psa. 37:10,11). Your eternal nature and plans
are back of these beautiful words. A thousand years is
as one day — so “‘a little while’’ could be how long?
Men are forgotten in their own generation — or the
next — surely by three generations they are no more.
Tracing roots of family lineage has become a popular
pastime — many more people cannot be found for ev-
eryone who is. I have always loved the beatitude of
my Lord — “‘the meek shall inherit the earth.”” Only
the meek can appreciate what you have put in this
earth and upon this land. Only the disciplined humble
attitude yields an inheritance.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

How I do need, each short day, to live in the light of
eternity. How easy it is to be caught up in the details
of the mundane and never look beyond the moment
of the day. How I want to lift up my heart in adora-
tion for the wonder of eternal life!

Meekness has never been weakness — it has always
been *‘strength under control'” — and yet it is humble
strength — quiet strength. I could sit before a flower
all day and if I were truly meek could inherit all you
have given me in this treasure. Or I could in a few
minutes tire of looking — smelling — touching — and
lose my meekness and your inheritance. Thank you
for that ‘‘peace that passes human understanding"’
which is a by-product of exercising true meekness.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

David was thinking of the pressures of evil that hurt

him in several areas of his life. His life was in danger.
He lived in the open field and slept in caves. His
family was divided. He was mocked and laughed at
by an usurper. Have any of these problems faced me?
When I complain because of injustice it does not
touch such fundamental areas of life. Dear Lord,
forgive my selfish childish complaints — open my
eyes to the beauty of the inheritance you have given
me. I pause to reflect on the eyes you have given me
— without them my appreciation of your earth would
be so much less. Was there ever a camera like the one
you created? No, no — nor will there be. May I focus
on a still life and absorb all the color, form and rela-
tionships there are in the rose before me. Forgive me
for my stubborn bent toward poverty.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Open my eyes, that I may see
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me;
Place in my hands the wonderful key
That shall unclasp, and set me free.
Silently now I wait for Thee,
Ready, my God, Thy will to see:
Open my eyes, illumine me,
Savior divine!
Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

4447 tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those
who kill the body and after that can do no more. But
I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him
who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw
you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. Are not five
sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is
forgotten by God. "Indeed, the very hairs of your
head are numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth
more than many sparrows. —Luke 12:4-7, NIV



READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Fear of physical suffering is a very serious and real
problem. With sedatives we can endure it — but with-
out such — and there have been multiplied thousands
who had no such relief — what would it be? This is a
word of encouragement to every Christian martyr who
faced the tortures of inhuman treatment from the day
such words were spoken to our present time. In what
sense are we not to be afraid? We are not to yield to
their will in our spirits. We are not to serve them. To
yield — to accept — to obey is to obey the devil who
will continue such torture in the world and life to
come.

I have one hard time relating to the verses that follow
to the long inhuman treatment given to millions of
men and women by those who do not know them. At
times wonderful deliverance comes — but such seems
the exception not the rule.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text, Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

I must say, 1 will say that the conditions described
here are not the extreme conditions of a concentration
camp or the refugee center. We are comparing apples
and oranges and have no point of reference. The
Jewish persecution of the Christians was bad — but it
could not compare with what has followed in the last
two thousand years. I must also say that the wonder-
ful comforting thought is that regardless of what hap-
pens to me you know better than I know myself and |
can cast my whole self and problems on you.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you,

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that I need not be afraid of physical
suffering — I do not want it but 1 need not fear it. (2)
Thank you that it will be my Lord who will say
““depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eter-
nal fire prepared for the devil and his angels’ — not
me — or anyone else. (3) Thank you that you have
surely increased my holy awe or reverence for
yourself. (4) Thank you that you know just the exact
number of sparrows — what omniscience! (5) Thank
you for telling me you know more about me than the
sparrows, I can trust my needs — all my needs with
you. (6) Thank you for the high value you placed on
anyone of us — the price tag is the death of your
Son. (7) Thank you that vou know what goes on in
every market place in all the world when men barter
and sell.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has

power (o throw you into hell.”” This is a reference to
God — but it is difficult not to associate “‘the killing
of the body’" with him. It refers to a comparison of
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what men can do to us i.e. “kill the body” and what
God can do to us: “throw you into hell.”” Man has
power over the body, God has power over the person
in the body. This is indeed one fearsome thought!
Just how such words are applied relates to the emo-
tional development of the reader. How important to
remember his love and compassion. Most of all that
we are saved by grace through faith. A careful con-
tinual reading of all you have said in your word is
essential to the development of the kind of *“‘fear”’
recommended by your Son.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I have read these words often — too often if they do
not sink into my heart. 1 lift these petitions that 1
might know their reality: (1) Am I honestly afraid of
the everlasting punishment of hell? I want to be —
help me! (2) Somehow the physical — the tangible —
are too close — you and the world to come are
unrelated to today. Dear Lord — awaken my spirit —
shock me into awareness! (3) If you do not save me
by unqualified grace I have no hope — I cast myself
upon your mercy. (4) Your Son has just told me he
takes care of sparrows — and of how much more in-
terested he is in me. 1 trust his value system.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

[ know he is at work — in these affirmations I cast all
my cares upon him. (1) ““I will never leave you!"’ (2)
“I will never ignore or forget you.”” (3) ““I know all
about your sins — and [ forgive them.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Relief and Aid
Ministries: Wars, famines, natural disasters and
overpopulation have brought immense suffering to
millions of fellow human beings. The vivid portrayal
of human suffering on TV screens has stirred many to
give generously. Pray that the generous giving by
Christians to aid programs will be wisely used.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Free from the law, O happy condition,
Jesus hath bled, and there is remission;
Cursed by the law, and bruised by the fall,
Grace hath redeemed us once for all.
Once for all, O sinner, receive it,
Once for all, O friend, now believe it;
Cling to the cross, the burden will fall,
Christ hath redeemed us once for all.
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WEEK NINE
—Friday—

We enter your treasure house to count
up our riches! We know, as we lift each
up, they are your gifts to us.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“The days of the blameless are known to the Lord,
and their inheritance will endure forever. In times of
disaster they will not wither; in days of famine they
will enjoy plenty’” (Psa. 37:18,19). Dear Lord, such
words are almost more than I can pronounce with the
meaning I can see right on the surface. I am blameless
in your sight through the blood and righteousness of
my Lord, through no works of my own. How very
very much I need to hear again your words: ‘““There is
therefore now no condemnation to them who are in
Christ Jesus.”” What I need to hear all men need to
hear — your grace is for all! All my days are known
to you — i.e. every event is your event — every
choice is known to you (oh, that it were always your
choice). How personal you are to me!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

The best part of this blessed verse is the last:

““, . . their inheritance will endure forever.”' It is not
the physical inheritance of the land allotted but an in-
heritance ‘‘incorruptible and undefiled, reserved in
heaven’ for each of your children. Praise your name!
Since all the days of the blameless are known to you
and you have provided an everlasting inheritance in
the world and life to come we can claim the promises
that follow: *‘In times of disaster we will not wither."’
For reasons known to you and not to us you have
permitted what we define as a ‘‘disaster,”” but since
you already know all our days and have an eternal in-
heritance all ready we will not wither.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

How is it dear Lord that 1 so soon forget these power-
ful promises? Why do I complain and question? For-

give me! I am inundated by the value system of this
world — and I do listen. As to this world’s estimates
I would always be withered and would always be suf-
fering from a famine. The outlook of the world is
always bad, and sometimes worse. Forgive me for
believing these lies. Just for today I want to lift up
my whole soul to you in praise, because | am blame-
less and all my ways are known to you. I have a
secure inheritance and you are my surety. The disaster
is only on the surface — deep down the water is still.
I have a secret store in time of famine!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Joys are flowing like a river,

Since the Comforter has come;

He abides with us forever,

Makes the trusting heart his home.
Blessed quietness, holy quictness,
What assurance in my soul!

On the stormy sea,

He speaks peace to me,

How the billows cease to roll!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

8¢¢1 tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men,
the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the
angels of God. °But he who disowns me before men
will be disowned before the angels of God. "And
everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man
will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against
the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. —Luke 12:8-10,
NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM
1 shall never be able to read these words often enough



— how precious they are to me. 1 do read them in
your presence. My Lord was speaking of the persua-
sion of the heart based upon testimony and experi-
ence. In the whole effort of Jesus to persuade men
that you had indeed invaded this planet earth in the
Person of your Son he was leading us to spontaneous-
ly and gladly confess with our mouths what we have
believed in our heart. This was not a one-time confes-
sion to be forgotten. The issue is far too great for
such an attitude. If after we have considered the
evidence we disown you — there is no hope (at least
while we are of this persuasion).

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

My name has already been mentioned in heaven! Not
once — but several times. So is the obvious meaning
of acknowledging his Lordship here: it results in the
acknowledgement of sonship up there. Jesus is saying
he will be patient — very patient while we make up
our mind. But after we have carefully personally
evaluated the evidence we conclude he is not the
Messiah — he is not the divine Son of God. We have
in this decision blasphemed the Holy Spirit because
we have rejected the evidence the Holy Spirit

because we have rejected the evidence the Holy Spirit
presented to us in the life and miracles of our Lord.
We might not be aware of the alternate power of the
evil one. The Pharisees were and expressed the only
option: “*You by Beelzebub drive out demons’* (Mat-
thew 12:22ff). Know it or not this is what has hap-
pened when by careful thought we reject his divinity
and authority.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you my Lord wants public open expression
of our faith, (2) Thank you for the hosts of heaven
who are intelligent beings who appreciate an expres-
sion of faith. (3) Thank you for the clear one-way
mandate of my Lord. (4) Thank you that thoughtless
expressions of disbelief or unbelief can be forgiven.
(5) Thank you for the warning that there does come a
time when we have crossed the line of no return. (6)
Thank you that as long as we are considering the op-
tions we have not crossed the linc. (7) Thank you that
you above know the real intents of the heart.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

*“. . . but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy
Spirit will not be forgiven.' We can never consider
this passage apart from the much fuller account given
by Matthew in Matthew 12:22ff. It appears in this
text that the Pharisees became examples of persons
who have blasphemed the Holy Spirit by attributing
the miraculous works of our Lord to Beelzebub. Jesus
replied that he did his miracles through the Holy
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Spirit so to attribute them to Satan would be speaking
against the Holy Spirit. This is a direct denial of the
deity of our Lord, but in a way that leaves no
recourse. We need to be also reminded that this was a
longtime calculated conclusion on the part of the
Pharisees.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

This is the good confession — not just made once —
but made every day in one way or another. I lift up
these requests to get it done: (1) Tell me all over again
how precious it is to be your son — and to have vou
own me as such in your family. (2) Your existence
and the reality of your presence is often a topic for
discussion — give me wisdom and boldness here. (3)
Give me patience with unreasonable disbelievers.
Deliver me from them.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

This is one time when I am face to face with yourself
— the Holy Spirit — Satan — your dear Son. Speak
to me: (1) ““Review again your reasons for confessing
me as your King." (2) ‘“‘Remember, love is a choice.”’
(3) “*I have chosen to love you.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Saturation
evangelism is the total mobilization of the active
membership of a church or group of churches to
cover an entire area with the gospel. This has had
many titles and forms over the past 20 years. The ef-
fects were beneficial in areas where there were strong
young evangelical churches (as in parts of Latin
America and central Nigeria), but less so in other
areas.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Tell me the story of Jesus,
Write on my heart ev'ry word;
Tell me the story most precious,
Sweetest that ever was heard;
Tell how the angels, in chorus,
Sang as they welcomed His birth:
“‘Glory to God in the highest!
Peace and good tidings on earth.”
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WEEK NINE
—Saturday—

Physical provisions and the lack of
them is a real concern for us. We enter
this time of worship for your help in
evaluation.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

““I was young and now I am old, yet I have never
seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging
bread’’ (Psa. 37:25). This is the wonderful testimony
of David who lived in the little land of Canaan. I am
about the same age as David was when he wrote these
words. I could say of the Christians today in the land
of America I have never seen the righteous forsaken
or their children begging bread. I have seen a number
of those who will not work forsaken because they for-
sook you and their children on welfare. As I relate
this to the third world nations I find very little ap-
preciation. When two or three or four generations of
Christians have control of a country the promise
becomes wonderfully true.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
Yyour own devotional journal,

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I can indeed remember when I was young and a part
of ““the great depression’” of 1929-30-31. We were not
even Christians, but we did honor you and believe in
you. We were provided for. My dear Father gave
himself to the physical provisions of his family. I
stepped out on faith to provide for myself in going to
school. In the material realm I have surely never been
forsaken. ‘‘Begging bread’’ never even entered my
mind. Even when such was true we were not
“‘righteous’” in any definition I can consider. It is
always out of your mercy, not out of or because of
our righteousness we receive your bounties. Bless your
holy name forever!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

“I was young — and involved in the sins of youth —
and now I am old and I still struggle with the evil

one, and yet | have never, never been forsaken — nor
have my children had a need for which there was not
a provision.” What a testimony of my need and your
goodness! Forgive me, forgive me for my horrible
selfishness. At the same time I praise you that I do
see progress in Christian character. How totally
dependent are we all on your goodness and grace! I
am learning slowly what it is to change my motiva-
tions to those which please you. I am glad neither of
us has given up on the other.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God, Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

I stand amazed in the presence

Of Jesus the Nazarene,

And wonder how he could love me,
A sinner, condemned, unclean.
How marvelous! how wonderful!
And my song shall ever be:

How marvelous! how wonderful

Is my Savior’s love for me!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

11““When you are brought before synagogues, rulers
and authorities, do not worry about how you will de-
fend yourselves or what you will say, *for the Holy
Spirit will teach you at that time what you should
say.”! —Luke 12:11,12, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

In these verses I see the whole book of Acts reflected.
It wasn’t long until Stephen was opposed by
““members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen’' —
“but they could not stand up against the wisdom or
spirit by which he spoke.’’ Earlier it was Peter and



John who were brought before “‘the rulers, elders and
teachers.”” What happened? ‘. . . Peter, filled with
the Holy Spirit,”’ spoke to them in a way and with
words that filled these authorities with wonder.
““When they saw the courage of Peter and John and
realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men,
they were astonished and they took note that these
men had been with Jesus.”” What they did not see was
“the Other Comforter’ in them.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Will there ever be a time — has there ever been a time
— in the thousands of times I have spoken for you
when these words have had a secondary fulfillment in
my own experience? I want to read this text right into
the essence of my understanding: the Holy Spirit came
for the purpose of bringing back to the remembrance
of the disciples (apostles in particular) all Jesus taught
them. He fulfilled that promise on the occasions just
cited — and in several other examples given by Luke
in Acts.

If the Holy Spirit brought to my mind something
other than what is found in the New Testament it
would be a revelation of God’s word in our day. This
I cannot and do not claim — but that he helps me
with the wisdom available to all men through prayer
(James 1:5) I gladly acknowledge. Praise your name.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means o you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you my Lord has anticipated our problems
before they happen and has made provisions for us.
(2) Thank you for the plain statement that some
authorities will be antagonistic and misunderstand. (3)
Thank you for the promise of the constant present
Holy Spirit. (4) Thank you that we defend and repre-
sent someone other than ourselves. (5) Thank you the
Holy Spirit teaches us today through his word. (6)
Thank you for the appropriateness of the ever living
word of the Holy Spirit. (7) Thank you that we need
not defend ourselves if we will let you do it through
what the Holy Spirit has said in his word.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

‘.. the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what
you should say.”” If we believe in a Godhead con-
sisting of three persons — each sharing the same
nature then the capabilities of teaching — which
would be an exercise of all the faculties of thought,
would be a rather obvious conclusion. Our Lord was
a teacher while upon this earth. You taught many
times through the mouths of your prophets. But even
in such teaching you used the Holy Spirit as the

means of transmitting your message. To claim such an

accomplishment for today is to make a claim ex-
ceedingly difficult to support. We are saying by such
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a claim that all the truth has not yet been revealed, in
blunt contradiction of what my Lord said to his
apostles: ‘““But when he, the Spirit of truth comes, he
will lead you into all truth” (John 16:13).

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I delight in these words — I only ask for a deeper —
more personal application of them. (1) Deepen my
discipline of time — I must take time by the ‘‘hank of
the hair” and drag it into the arena of your will —
one hour here — one hour there — fifteen minutes
here — a half-hour there. Help me dear Lord. (2)
Keep my motives wholly on yourself — deliver me
from that morbid introspection that leads nowhere.
(3) Open my thinking in the closet that I might open
your word in public. (4) Truth is what we all want
and need — “‘that which equals reality’’ — lead me
into it — and the best expression of it.

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

If ever you would speak to me via these words it
would be now — 1 pause — open my ears: (1) “You
have ‘the truth’ — ask me for wisdom in using it.”
(2) ““Your sense of exhileration is not wrong — but
neither are you an apostle.” (3) “Jesus used a towel
— what is your tool for me?"’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Short term
workers: More and more young people (and some
older ones too!) have been serving the Lord in a
cross-cultural situation for periods of a few weeks to
three years. It is impossible to reckon the numbers of
believers all over the world who give some or all of
their time during one vear to missionary work, for
this may equal the world’s entire full-time missionary
force!

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

1 gave my life for thee,

My precious blood I shed,
That thou might’st ransomed be,
And quickened from the dead;
I gave, | gave My life for thee:
What hast thou giv'n for Me?
I gave, I gave My life for thee:
What hast thou giv'n for Me?
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WEEK TEN
—Sunday—

We wait before you in silence because
we expect (o hear your answer to ques-
tions we can not answer. Silence does

not mean we are not learning.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him;
do not fret when men succeed in their ways, when
they carry out their wicked schemes. Refrain from
anger and turn from wrath; do not fret — it leads only
to evil”” (Psa. 37:7,8). What is it in your character
that calls from man such a response? Man talks far
too much! Perhaps I should say we talk much and say
very little that is worth repeating. A proper response
before omniscience is silence! An equally proper
response before omnipotence is to wait! Even if we
must be silent when others are saying what we con-
sider stupid things, unless it is our prerogative to
speak silence is better than words. You have a way of
teaching men that is a thousand times more effective
than many words.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

How I need to hear again these words: “‘do not fret.
This is a constant expression of dissatsifaction of one
kind or another. Once we believe there is an injustice
done (usually against us) we express our displeasure
— nothing happens — we repeat it and become more
emotionally involved. Soon our fretting can turn into
anger and anger can turn into wrath. Such chaos can
lead to no end of problems. Perhaps all interpersonal
problems develop in the above sequence. Dear Lord,
how much better it would be to wait before you until
your holy quietness controls our inner self. Since the
only control that will last is directed by you, prayer
becomes our biggest need and the real source of
answers.

How do you personally relate to this quality of

God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

2]

CONFESSION OF SIN

The older one becomes the more quiet we are. Such is

not at all an axiom that applies to all older people.
Many talk more and more because no one is listening
to them. Others are not only quiet — they are
morose. Their silence is a result of depression. The
whole world (at least the one we live in) seems to be
moving rapidly to destruction. The answer, oh my
soul, is to “‘be still before the Lord. . . .”" In the light
of eternity how successful are any of the schemes of
men? (Including our own.) If we influence one man
or woman to accept your dear Son we can rest in eter-
nal confidence that your will has been done on earth
as it is in heaven. Dear Lord, you know how very
much I need your forgiveness in these areas of life.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

"Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus,

Just to take Him at His word,

Just to rest upon His promise,

Just to know, ‘“Thus saith the Lord.”
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him!

How I've proved Him o'er and o’er!
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus!

O for grace to trust Him more!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

BSomeone in the crowd said to him, ‘“Teacher, tell
my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”’
“Jesus replied, ‘“‘Man, who appointed me a judge or
an arbiter between you?"’ “Then he said to them,
*“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of
greed; a man'’s life does not consist in the abundance
of his possessions.’’ —Luke 12:13-15, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM
Dear Lord, I so love the perspective such an effort



gives! I have read this text for myself and for others a
thousand times. I get so much more from it and I
have so much to share with others when you are the
One with whom I am sharing these words.

I can immediately identify with the “someone in the
crowd.”” He identified in the words or attitude of my
Lord Someone who had authority and Someone who
could answer a long-felt need. Was this a younger
brother who was jealous over the double portion
given to the elder brother? Such could be quite possi-
ble. This says so much to me as I try to help with per-
sonal problems.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Jesus said so much when he said: “Who appointed
me a judge or an arbiter between you?’" At first
reading or thought we would think this is exactly what
our Lord should be and do. /f is not. He wants to
teach us the principles of daily conduct and let us
make application. We are to solve our own problems
with the application of his truth. Since covetousness is
one of the most constant sins (it is a form of idolatry
— Col. 3:5) we need so much to hear his words:
““Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of
greed. A man’s life does not consist in the abundance
of his possessions.’’ Making money and getting what
money can buy is not life!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for all the ‘‘someones” of all time who
have read the deity of Jesus in the tone of his voice.
(2) Thank you for this ‘“‘someone’” who wanted per-
sonal help from the personal Saviour. (3) Thank you
that my Lord knew his task and position and was not
influenced by the personal demands of others. (4)
Thank you for the rebuke that opened the eyes of all
of us as how to solve our own problems. (5) Thank
you for the warning that is always needed: ‘“Watch
out! Be on your guard against a// kinds of greed." (6)
Thank you for the key to happiness — “‘give, not
get.”” (7) Thank you Jesus took time enough to il-
lustrate his point with a story.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“A man’s life does not consist in the abundance of
his possessions.”’ What a meditation for Christmas
morning! (This was written December 24, 1981.) The
parents should all know that happiness does not come
in brightly wrapped packages (and even this is a ques-
tionable judgment), but what of our children? What
are we teaching them? Indeed, it is much too late,
what have we taught them? It will be our attitudes
toward “‘things’” from which they will learn. Words
are soon forgotten but our whole attitude speaks an
everlasting message into the very soul of our children.
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Since one in six verses in the New Testament discusses
man’s relationship to his possessions we had best set-
tle this essential issue now!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thamnks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

How shall I ask about a text that so reaches my
heart? 1 do want to be totally honest with you. I lift
up my needs to you in these requests: (1) I do want to
yield my whole inner being to you — you have all
authority. T am struggling to make this real with me
— I ask your help. (2) The sin of covetousness is so
subtle — give me your direction in escaping its snare.
(3) This is a sin that dethrones yourself — deliver me!
(4) There are personal interest groups in my own ex-
perience — give me grace and wisdom in answering
your demands. (5) You are my happiness! 1 believe it
— help my unbelief.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Continue to speak to me: (1) “I have come to bring
the vital energy of heaven.”’ (2) ‘‘Possessions always
disappoint.” (3) ““I love you — know you — and can
use you.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Student
Ministries: This is one of the most neglected, yet
strategic, fields of Christian witness (there are about
20 million university students in the world.) A number
of interdenominational organizations have been raised
up by God to fill this need.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Come, ev'ry soul by sin oppressed,
There’s mercy with the Lord,
And He will surely give you rest
By trusting in His word.
Only trust Him, only trust Him,
Only trust Him now;

He will save you, He will save you,
He will save you now.

For Jesus shed His precious blood,
Rich blessings to bestow;
Plunge now into the crimson flood
That washes white as snow.
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WEEK TEN
—Monday—

With eager anticipation of receiving
good we enter into worship. You are
closer than our own breath — but we
must respond — and we do!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Turn from evil and do good, then you will always
live securely. For the Lord loves the just and will not
forsake his faithful ones’’ (Psa. 37:27,28a). Dear Lord
I shall be glad to turn from evil — just tell me what it
is! I hear you say: ‘‘Surely this is a rhetorical state-
ment, you know both what is good and evil by ob-
serving my Son.’" All he did was good and all he
didn’t do was evil, It would be more than an in-
teresting study to identify all we have and count dear
which our Lord did not have and in which he in-
dicated no interest. In doing good i.e, following my
Lord I am at the same time turning from evil.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

Security is a fundamental attitude. We either have it
or we do not have it. It is a by-product of turning
from evil and following our Lord. | am tracing my
Lord’s life and words each day — how I want this to
be far more than either a devotional or academic exer-
cise. Only when it becomes the close participation of
master and slave — of teacher and student — of
branch and vine can I claim the security you here pro-
mise. Dear Lord, 1 am following hard on the way. I
shall never be able to give justice to you. I shall in-
deed attempt it with others, For this reason I claim
your promise: ‘I will not forsake you.”’ This is much
more than a negative — you are with me! Praise your
name!

How do you personally relate to this quality of

God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

My ‘“‘goodness’ is truly ‘“filthy rags'! My goodness is
in and from and of my Lord — or I have none at all!
The very best and most practical application of this

principle would be for each one to so plan his life that
he would be as much like our Lord as at all possible
— what would Jesus do or say? Such questions asked
in deep sincerity could produce surprising results. The
imputed goodness of my Lord in which 1 have salva-
tion moves me to the objective goodness of following
him. About all I have to offer you is a sincere desire
to serve you — I do love you. Forgive me for my sins
and failures. Lift me up as a new creation in your
Son!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now,
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Why should 1 feel discouraged,
Why should the shadows come,
Why should my heart be lonely
And long for Heav’'n and home,
When Jesus is my portion?

My constant Friend is He:

His eye is on the sparrow,

And I know He watches me;
His eye is on the sparrow,

And | know He watches me.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

1%And he told them this parable:

**The ground of a certain rich man produced a good
crop. '"He thought to himself, *What shall I do? 1
have no place to store my crops.’

18“Then he said, ‘This is what I'll do. I will tear down
my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store
all my grain and my goods. "And I'll say to myself,
*“You have plenty of good things laid up for many
years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." ’
20¢‘But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night
your life will be demanded from you. Then who will



get what you have prepared for yourself?’

3*“This is how it will be for anyone who stores things
up for himself but is not rich toward God."” —Luke
12:16-21, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Your Son told this parable so men might be rich
toward yourself. It would be most interesting to hear
my Lord report on a man who had an equally success-
ful farm but was rich toward you. In the first place he
wouldn’t be talking to himself, but with you. He
would not have “‘thought to himself’’ but in your
presence and with you. The question is not ““what
shall I do?”” but: “*what shall we do?"’ Neither would
there he a problem as to where to store his crops.
They could be sold and the profit given to the One
who provided all. The man who is rich toward your-
self does not presume on the vears of his life. He
knows we have not one more day than you give us.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

It is so easy to become calloused to covetousness —
dear Lord, I do not want this to happen! It is always
shocking to be called a fool — but when God calls us
a fool we had better listen! The Greek word translated
““fool”” means ‘‘without mind.’’ Here is a good honest
man without common sense. On second thought such
sense is not “‘common’’ it comes from above. The
love of money can cause us to act in the most surpris-
ingly foolish ways: (1) It caused Judas to lose his life,
his self-respect and his eternal life. (2) It caused
Ananias and Sapphira to lie to God and be lost. (3) It
caused a rich young ruler to turn from our Lord in
sorrow. Oh, my soul, be wise not a fool!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that my Lord spoke so often about
money — we do too. (2) Thank you I can talk to the
One who freely gives us all we have. (3) Thank you I
can ask you and know you will deliver me from
overbearing temptation of greed. (4) Thank you I
have this day and no more. (5) Thank you that all my
tomorrows, like today, are in your hands. (6) Thank
you for the example of my Lord as he used the material
things of this life. (7) Thank you I can be content
with what I have.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“This is how it will be with anyone who stores up
things for himself but is not rich toward God."" This
seems like an all-inclusive statement. When our Lord
said ‘‘anyone” or ‘‘whosoever’’ we are all glad to
relate it to salvation. But this all inclusive word relates
also to the negative verities as well. Since there is no
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sex, no food (i.e. as we know it) and no money in
heaven what is to occupy the mind and interest of all
such fools throughout an endless eternity? How I do
want to be rich toward yourself. How indeed poor we
are when we do not relate to the eternal qualities of
our Lord. All Jesus is asking is that we build values
that last into our everyday living. Today is the day to
do it!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I want to enter into my inheritance with you. I lift up
these requests with that purpose before me: (1) Break
the bondage of covetousness — not for someone else
— but for me! (2) Give me a balanced view of life —
one that comes from yourself! (3) Will you discover
for me the measure of my love for money? No need
to deny any love or all love for money — such would
just add more sin to a long list. (4) Show me in the
use of my money your own direction in my life. (5)
Greed is an insidious sin — tear off the mask!

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

You have our attention when you discuss sex — food
or money — in this example it is money. Continue to
reach my conscience: (1) *“The man working on the
farm could have been very pleasing to me and not
have changed a thing but his mind.”* (2) ““I like
fishermen and farmers — not just preachers."

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Tape, record
and cassette ministries; The arrival of cheap cassette
tape recorders has made it possible to distribute Chris-
tian tapes widely and fairly cheaply to both Christians
and the unconverted. This has become a valuable tool
for evangelism, teaching and the encouragement of
believers,

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Break Thou the bread of life,
Dear Lord, to me,
As Thou didst break the loaves
Beside the sea;
Beyond the sacred page
I seek Thee, Lord;
My spirit pants for Thee,
O living Word!
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WEEK TEN
—Tuesday—

It is so much easier to live in the light of
eternity from the prayer closet. So
speak to me today that I shall not forget
— ever!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Show me, O Lord, my life’s end and the number of
my days; let me know how fleeting is my life. You
have made my days a mere handbreadth; the span of
my years is as nothing before you’’ (Psa. 39:4,5).
Suppose like the ghost that visited Dickens’ Scrooge 1
could be shown the date on my tombstone i.e. I could
actually know the end of my life and the number of
my days. Would it make any difference? You have al-
ready told me here in these verses! You have said: (1)
Your life is fleeting — like a summer cloud; like the
steam waft from the tea kettle. (2) Your life in
measurement is six inches long i.e. the width of the
palm of your hand. In measurements this is the least
of measurements. At the most my life could stretch
out to nine inches i.e. ‘“‘a span.”” As compared with
the light years to the nearest star just how brief is my
sojourn?

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

This could be depressing were we discussing my total
existence. Both the importance as well as the brevity
of life are emphasized in these words. If there was
nothing more than the flicker of the light called life
then all hope and purpose have died. How like the
opening of a door into a palace of joy and light are
the words of Jesus: ““I am the resurrection and the
life. He who believes in me will live, even though he
dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never
die’’ (John 11:25,26). The question Jesus asked Mar-
tha he asks me: ‘Do you believe this?’’ I answer, yes,
yes, yes. I believe!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

We live under a terrible deception! I move as in a

dream, and we call it life. None of us like to read
Psalms 38 or 39 — we would just as soon they be left
out of our songs. We can hardly see why they are in-
cluded. Such is my sin! Forgive me. Too often I live
as if the number of days on this earth were endless —
they do have an end. How much total trivia has filled
the days and hours of my life? How many plans of
eternal value were put off for a more convenient
season — the winter has come — the seasons have run
out! I am speaking to myself but I hear your voice! In
the fleeting movement of your hand I want to praise
you and love you!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

In heav’n’s eternal bliss

The sweetest strain is this,
May Jesus Christ be praised;
Let earth and sea and sky
From depth to height reply,
May Jesus Christ be praised!
Be this, while life is mine,
My canticle divine,

May Jesus Christ be praised;
Be this th'eternal song
Through all the ages on,
May Jesus Christ be praised!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

2Then Jesus said to his disciples: ‘“Therefore I tell
you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat;
or about your body, what you will wear. *Life is
more than food, and the body more than clothes.
HConsider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they
have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And
how much more valuable you are than birds! *Who



of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?
%Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do
you worry about the rest? —Luke 12:22-26, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Fretfulness is absolutely unchristian! It is anti-chris-
tian. My Lord is not setting up an ideal — he is
giving a command! Greed is the foundation for all
anxiety. Why do we worry about food? Because we
will not get all we would like to eat. Good! In
America, this would be one of our greatest blessings.
Why worry about clothes? Because we will not appear
as well dressed before men as we would like — greed
in America is a sin of epidemic proportions. Wearing
less than we need could do much for our humility. All
of the above means absolutely nothing if we have
never believed our Lord’s words: ““Life is more than
Jood, and the body more than clothes.’’ Life is of the
spirit not the flesh. The body houses our eternal
selves. How are we feeding and clothing the man in-
side?

Please express your response to this beautiful
fext. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Speak to me dear Lord! I do want to be a real ““bird
watcher.’”” What percent of the birds that hatch out in
the nest live to maturity? If there are four eggs — do
two of them die? The answer is: the ones live that are
fed by God! For various reasons others die. If God
doesn’t want you to live you won't live — if he does
it will be because he feeds you. Dear Lord, I want to
open my ears to these words! Is contentment having
food and clothing? Contentmemt comes from praising
the One who supplies all food and clothing by what-
ever means are best known to him. We could freeze to
death or starve to death — but in either case we owe
all we had before death to God. Life is his realm —
trusting is ours. Praise him while you can and leave
the rest up to him.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) I want to hear this command: ‘‘do not worry
about your life.”” (2) Thank you that I am always
learning all over again this lesson of trust, (3) Thank
you I have always had just what you want me to eat
— I have often eaten too much, but seldom too little.
(4) Thank you I have always had much more in
clothes than I wanted to wear. (5) Thank you that I
really do believe your estimate of the value of life
above food — of the body above clothes. (6) Thank
you for the lessons birds can teach us — I want to
learn. (7) Thank vou that all the hours of this life are
your gift.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!
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READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“Since you cannot do this very little thing why do you
worry about the rest?”’ To yourself adding an hour or
removing an hour from our lives is a ‘‘very little
thing.”” What a startling thought! Life would indeed
be a total mystery without you. We are posited in an
environment full of the most perfectly complex of
creations — such as the smallest or the greatest of the
creatures about us. We look up into a canopy of end-
less space populated with immense spheres we cannot
even count — yet all balanced in perfect orbits. We
examine our own bodies and minds and are equally
puzzled. Indeed we cannot add or subtract anything
or explain what we already have without you.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

How could we possibly discuss a more practical sub-
ject than food and clothes? We learn from you by ob-
serving birds! (1) Teach me the balance you have in
your creation — death — suffering — no food — is
all a part of life — but I, like the birds, am to do
what I can and leave the rest to you. (2) Death is a
gain — NOT a loss — death is beffer not worse — so
said Paul who had learned the lessons I am here try-
ing to learn. (3) This life is but the vestibule of your
sanctuary called heaven! How many times will you
need to tell me this?

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Speak to me yet once again: (1) *‘Do not worry about
your life — you know very little about it — I know
all — trust me.” (2) “Haven't I given you an abun-
dance of what you do not deserve? Then thank me.”’
(3) ““I love you and am at work in you.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Recording
ministries: Pray for skilled laborers who can handle
the expensive equipment necessary to make good re-
cordings, maintain cassette playback machines, and
effectively distribute the tapes. Few mission agencies
have grasped the significance of this ministry or ex-
ploited its potential.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

I have a Savior, He’s pleading in glory,

A dear loving Savior, though earthfriends be few;
And now He is watching in tenderness o’er me,
But O that my Savior were your Savior too!
For you I am praying, . . . I'm praying for you.
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WEEK TEN
—Wednesday—

To simply stretch out my hands before
you in full confidence of your interest
in me is enough to fill me with peace!
Enable me dear Lord!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“All my longings lie open before you, O Lord; my
sighing is not hidden from you. I wait for you, O
Lord; you will answer, O Lord my God’’ (Psa.
38:9,15). Since you have created a planet in which all
your work complements and completes itself I am
sure such a plan is in operation in the experience of
man. If you care about the physical operation of the
inanimate world about us, and evidence for such care
is overwhelming, then the longings of your intelligent
creation, created in your own image, would be of the
greatest of concern to you. My expectant waiting is
based upon my confidence in your omnipotent interest
in me!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

There are several qualities of yourself involved in the
application of these two verses to my life (or to any
life): (1) You have a plan for man — not known to us
except it is an expression of your love for us. (2) You
are totally able to execute your plan for us — and are
presently doing it. (3) You live in the realm of eternity
which is in great contrast to the time-space arena of
our life — we only see a small part of the whole. (4)
You are absolute in your interest in our lives —
nothing in your plans is unrelated to such interest. We
wait while you work — we yearn while you fulfill —
we sigh while you are bending over us to touch us
with love.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

How much of my longings are but expression of my

own selfishness? How many of my sighs are but com-
plaints against your chastening is only known to you.
I am glad you are at work purifying a people for your

own possession. | am glad to be a part of that in-
heritance. As I wait I also relate to all you are
presently doing. I see a thousand prayers answered in
ways I could never have imagined. I am at the same
time disappointed in my own lack of love and pa-
tience. Forgive me! It is delightful to be able to begin
every day as the very first day in the rest of my life
with you.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

In heav’nly love abiding,

No change my heart shall fear;
And safe is such confiding,

For nothing changes here.

The storm may roar without me,
My heart may low be laid,

But God is round about me,
And can I be dismayed?

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

7“Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or
spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splen-
dor was dressed like one of these, If that is how God
clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will
he clothe you, O you of little faith! *And do not set
your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not
worry about it. *For the pagan world runs after all
such things, and your Father knows that yon need
them. *'But seek his kingdom, and these things will be
given to you as well. —Luke 12:27-31, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

My dear Lord, I do indeed want to: “‘consider how
the lilies grow.’’ Behind these words is all the interest



and love of your very Self in every man and his
needs. How shall you clothe us? The lilies grow by the
provisions you have made for them. The seed, the
soil, the rain, the sun and time. All of these are your
gifts — but nonetheless your provisions for being
clothed. To change any of these provisions is to
detract from ‘““the splendor’’ of their dress. The com-
mand of our Lord in these verses is: ““. . . do not set
your heart on what you will eat and drink; do not
worry about it”"! There are those who disobey such a
command — Jesus said it was the pagan world which
“runs after all such things."’

Please express your response to this beautiful
rext. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

There is a statement in the midst of these verses that
illumines my mind like a bolt of lightning! It is a
these words: ‘. . . vour Father knows you need

them ' i.e. what you will eat or drink or put on. Here
is a plain statement of Jesus that we can ask you
about food, drink and clothes and you will immediate-
ly hear us and take an interest and give us an answer.
We immediately think that these are the very items
missing with most of the world. At the same time I
remember that the small part of the world that has so
poorly sought your rule and your righteousness has
40% of the food and clothing.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for your beautiful creation — so full
of lessons for all of us. (2) Thank you that you con-
sider the color of the petals of lilies of greater splen-
dor than the linen of Solomon. (3) Thank you that
you take a delight in the beauty of your own creation
— we can too. (4) Thank you for the wonderful defi-
nition of “‘faith’ as given in this text, (5) Thank you
for the examples of our own day of men who have
demonstrated the reality of this promise in their ex-
perience. (6) Thank you that Jesus separated us from
“‘the pagan world" by the simple fact that Christians
trust you and pagans do not. (7) Thank you it is my
privilege to constantly seek your rule in all of my life.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“For the pagan world runs after all such things."’ 1f
paganism is to be defined by those who “‘run after”
sex, food, and money then we live in the midst of a
pagan society. While millions in Northern Africa are
starving we have a national problem called obesity —
the Bible calls it gluttany! While millions and millions
and millions of people are naked, and live in refugee
camps, Americans spend an average $80,000 on a new
home. I do not even have an estimate at the billions
spent on clothes. 1 have been to many of the third
world countries and I have found more contentment
in the lives of some of these people than I find in
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America! How eternally true are the words of my
Lord!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

The sharp distinction made here between your
children and the pagan world speaks to my heart. |
lift up these requests for your help: (1) Eating and
drinking are always so near me — capture my atten-
tion as related to the bread and fountain that have
come down from yourself! (2) I take great courage in
your interest in our ‘‘daily bread’’ — but for what
purpose? Just because you love us and do not want us
hungry? Yes, but so we can share with the rest of the
world. Help me to fulfill your purpose.

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Out of the very mind and mouth of your Son we can
hear his voice to us: (1) ““I admired my creation —
you can too — you will learn so much." (2) “You
can be that blessed man with faith — wake up and
believe!"

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Theological
Education by Extension: This is one of the exciting
new tools in the hands of the Church for the training
of church leaders. The rate of multiplication of chur-
ches in many parts of the world is so great that no
residential training scheme could ever provide the
workers needed. TEE is a system of training the actu-
al leaders as they lead their congregations, by helping
them to study in their homes using specially prepared
teaching materials.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing pow’r?
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?
Are you fully trusting in His grace this hour?
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?

Are you walking daily by the Savior’s side?
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?
Do you rest each moment in the Crucified?
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?
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WEEK TEN
—Thursday—

You are the original wonder worker! I
am glad to enter this sanctuary and t(ry
to contemplate just a few of your

marvels.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Many, O Lord my God, are the wonders you have
done. The things you planned for us no one can re-
count to you; were I to speak and tell of them, they
would be too many to declare’ (Psa. 40:5). It is with
joy I lift my heart to you. I with David say out of my
experience: ‘“Many, O Lord my God, are the wonders
you have done.” I could enter any one of the bran-
ches of your creation and pause in amazement at the
wonder of design and color. Looking back over the
years of my life I could say: ‘‘the things you have
planned for us (me) no one can (or could have) re-
count(ed) to you.”’ For the multitude of days of good
health I praise you. Most of all for forgiveness and
salvation!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

In the above account I have been too much involved
— there are a multitude who could express their grati-
tude in much better phrases than those I have chosen.
Just here I want to lift my whole soul to you in ador-
ation for all your mercies! I need to be specific and
itemize your goodness to me lest I imagine that I have
been responsive or that I deserved even the smallest of
your gifts. If food, shelter and clothes are the basics
then I have lived in abundance beyond the imagina-
tion of much of this world’s population. For peace
deep within — perhaps this is the greatest of all your
gifts to me.

How do you personally relate to this quality of

God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Sad to say, there are no doubt many good things
given without recognition of the Giver. There are an
equal multitude not given because giving would have

hindered and not helped. As an earthly parent we can
all relate to the above thought. How much more, yea,
by ten thousand fold is this truth as related to
yourself! Dear Lord, I want to so plan my life that it
will be your plan. So think my thoughts that they will
be your thoughts.

Of all the sins of man ingratitude must be, in all its
forms, the very worst. For this day, let me look for
ways and times and seasons, small and great for
gratitude!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

O Love that wilt not let me go,

I rest my weary soul in Thee;

I give Thee back the life I owe,
That in Thine ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

2¢Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has
been pleased to give you the kingdom. *Sell your
possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for
yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven
that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near
and no moth destroys. ¥For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.”” —Luke 12:32-34, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Gladly, gladly do I read this word! The Good Shep-
herd speaks! He calls us each by name, for he knows
us, but as a group he calls us his “Yittle flock.”” What
a dear tender expression is this! If the great, Good
Shepherd says ‘“fear not’” then there is nothing to
fear. The rule of God in the hearts of men became a
reality in “‘the little flock’" that followed our Lord.



How I wonder if anyone took our Lord seriously
when he said (yea, when he commanded): ‘“‘Sell your
possessions and give to the poor.”” The account of
those saved on Pentecost is an eloquent testimony that
they did! (Read Acts 2:42-47.)

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

We are glad some wore out their purses by opening
them so often in helping the poor. (Of course there are
other reasons purses wear out.) Buying and selling,
helping and being helped are here associated by our
Lord with the life to come. We become more than cu-
rious as to what marvelous surprises await us just on
the other side of our last heart beat! “‘4 treasure in
heaven that will never be exhausted. . . .”" Sounds in-
triguing! This treasure and its use will be eternally
secure. Is my Lord saying we should invest our ener-
gies and thoughts in those areas of life that have eter-
nal value? Yea, and rmuch more.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you,

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the dear description of being ‘‘the
little flock’ of my Lord. (2) Thank you Jesus was so
plain about the kingdom (your rule) being a gift from
yourself. (3) Thank you this is a present gift as well as
an eternal one. (4) Thank you that his words have not
lost their power or appeal: *‘Sell your possessions and
give to the poor." (5) Thank you Jesus indicates there
is a way to obtain resources that never fail. (6) Thank
you there will be an eternal day when we will buy and
sell and enjoy the eternal value and excitement of the
life to come. (7) Thank you Jesus told me where to
put my heart.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.” Value is indicated in various ways: (1) The time
we give to an object or project indicates the value we
place upon it. When most of our time is taken up in
the pursuit of money for food and clothes such be-
comes a real treasure to us. (2) The thought we exert
in the time given surely marks the presence of our
heart in whatever it is to which we have given our
mind. (3) Energy. How much of our spirit’s exertion
is given to what we are doing. Such becomes a real
god to us because we have given our heart to it. (4)
Talent or creative activity — this is God’s own capaci-
ty invested in man and now given to another god.
How much more real time, thought, energy and talent
are given to the One who deserves it all?

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.
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READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I have loved these words — and the dear One who
gave them — for many years. Gladly do I lift up these
petitions out of them: (1) You are the Shepherd of this
“little flock’ — I am just one of the sheep in this
fold — but you know me by name and need. Call me
— send me — feed me — chasten me — use me dear
Shepherd. (2) It is your joy to rule in our hearts —
but NOT when it concerns our purse — ah, this need
not be true — those in Jerusalem obeyed these words
— I want to do likewise.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

How penetrating are these words! I am listening to
hear more: (1) ‘*‘Remember — I will cooperate with
all who want my rule in their hearts.” (2) ‘I have a
treasure in the world to come just for you — prepare
your heart to enjoy it."

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Urban
Evangelism is becoming one of the key challenges for
the Church and for mission agencies. In 1985 there
were 309 world class cities (those with a population of
over a million), but it is expected that in 15 years’
time there will be 433. Of these, 79 will have over
four million people, and 24 will have over 10 million.
The cities are strategic for the gospel, but 57% of
them have a non-Christian majority and are increas-
ingly indifferent or hostile to the gospel.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

If you are tired of the load of your sin,
Let Jesus come into your heart;

If you desire a new life to begin,
Let Jesus come into your heart.
Just now, your doubtings give o’er;
Just now, reject Him no more;
Just now, throw open the door;
Let Jesus come into your heart.

If you are tired of the load of your sin,
Let Jesus come into your heart;

If there’s a void this world never can fill,
Let Jesus come into your heart.
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WEEK TEN
—Friday—

How satisfying it is to appear before
ONE who is the sum-total of mercy —
love and truth! I need all of these bless-
ings. I want to make personal applica-
tion.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Do not withhold your mercy from me, O Lord; may
your love and your truth always protect me’' (Psa.
40:11). There are three beautiful qualities in this one
verse for which all men can praise you. Without your
mercy there would be no hope in this world or the
next. The little expressions of kindness and goodness
are the application of your mercy. Why do so many
men live in safety? Is this a fulfillment of this quality
of yourself? If we are to believe ‘‘every good and
perfect gift comes down from above’* then we would
indeed say ‘‘yes’’ to this question.

The fact that truth is a great guard against all types of
evil cannot be disputed. Praise your name for your
mercy, love and truth!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

Dear Lord, I know there are a multitude of reasons
for you to withhold your mercy — but you have not!
Thank you and praise you for this fact. I cannot even
interpret some of your acts of kindness — I know
your mercy appears in disguise from time to time.
May I be sensitive enough and wise enough to see
your tender self behind the disguise. How is it 1 have
traveled millions of miles in safety? Can I attribute
this to your love? I am delighted to do so.

1 have heard so often of good men who fell into sin in
a most surprising manner — I cannot believe such
men were deeply committed to your truth. Truth pro-
tects from such snares.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

There is no need to assume a pious posture with you.
I have not always appreciated your mercy. At times I

misread it — other times 1 ignored it. Most of all 1
want to confess my willful refusal to admit the true
source of the good things that have come my way.
Dear Lord, how I do need your love and truth. It is a
love for the truth that is needed desperately in my
own experience. To ‘‘speak the truth in love’ is but a
present day application of all we have been express-
ing. How glad I am to freely acknowledge your pro-
tection all the days of my life.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God, my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;

Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.

Great is Thy faithfulness!

Great is Thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies I see;

All 1 have needed Thy hand hath provided;

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

35¢‘Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps
burning, **like men waiting for their master to return
from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and
knocks they can immediately open the door for him.
1t will be good for those servants whose master finds
them watching when he comes. I tell you the truth, he
will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at
the table and will come and wait on them.” —Luke
12:35-37, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Alertness is the subject of this whole section of scrip-
ture. My dear Lord describes the vigilence we all need



and want: (1) ‘“Be dressed and ready for service.”
The panoply of the Roman soldier is the only specific
garments identified for Christian service. It might be
well to at least mention them: (a) the belt of truth
buckled around your waist, (b) the breastplate of
righteousness in place, (c) your feet fitted with the
readiness that comes from the gospel of peace, (d) the
shield of faith, (e) helmet of salvation, (f) the sword
of the Spirit, which is the word of God. (2) ““Keep
your lamps burning.’’ This reminds us of the five wise
and five foolish virgins (Matt. 25:1ff). The lamp
seems to be our own selves, i.e. our heart or soul. The
fire is obtained by the oil — oil has been a symbol of
the Holy Spirit — in this case what he himself gave
for which we are responsible — none other than his
word,

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Much of the above comments relate so closely to my
own needs. I want to lay the words of verse thirty-six
upon my heart. My dear Lord is coming again —
“‘perhaps today’’! He has gone to prepare a wedding
banquet and now comes to receive the bride to share
the banquet! How I do want to be dressed and ready.
Am [ honestly looking for him each day? Oh — it
could be today he will knock and 1 can open to him.
This of course is a figure of speech to point up the
alertness needed for his coming. Every day the bride-
groom has come to knock on the door of my heart
and asks if we might eat with him and he with us?

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that my Lord depends on us for ser-
vice. (2) Thank you that we can be of real use to our
Lord in his work. (3) Thank you we can have oil in
our lamps and can have them burning brightly. (4)
Thank you for the wonderful wedding banquet at
which I fully expect to meet my Lord. (5) Thank you
I can and do welcome my Lord each day of this year.
(6) Thank you I can even now longingly watch for
him. (7) Thank you our Lord serves us as we serve
him.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““. .. he will dress himself to serve, will have them
recline at the table and will come and wait on them."”’
Here is one amazing description of the second com-
ing! Our Lord is serving us! We are immediately
reminded of the scene in the upper room when Jesus
girded himself with a towel and washed the disciples’
feet. Service is the whole name of the whole of life. It
is only in serving that we find fulfillment. Indeed it is
only in service that we are truly like our Lord. In this
description the master of the house treats the servants
as equals. At his table they are given places of honor
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and he waits on them. We can hardly assimilate such
a thought but here it is!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I have been drawn to these verses over many years. |
treasure this opportunity to absorb their impact: (1) Tt
is possible to be dressed in readiness for his coming or
he would not so instruct me. Just now [ want to put
on the helmet of salvation, i.e. to think about the
meaning of being saved! Grant me your wisdom. (2)
What a glad occasion is a wedding feast! And when it
is your wedding there is nothing like it. Even now
Jesus is preparing the marriage supper — grant me
your own anticipation. (3) I believe you are even now
knocking at the door of my heart — I hasten to open
to you — welcome! Come in — eat and drink with
me.

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

The 37th verse speaks to my conscience: (1) “You are
my slave — but I will serve you — does this mean
anything to you? What?"' (2) ““There is a real reward
in alertness — what is it?”’ (3) ““I will eat anew with
you in this period of my rule in the hearts of men —

i.e. at my table — will you know it? Or appreciate
it

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Special Ministries — Point for prayer: Adequate
strategies for the evangelization of the major non-
Christian cities of the world. The racial, ethnic, social
and religious complexities of modern cities make an
all-out effort essential to reach each cultural unit in
these cities. Los Angeles, for example, will soon have
300 distinct ethno-linguistic people groups and be
60% Hispanic.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

What can wash away my sin?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

O precious is the flow
That makes me white as snow;
No other fount 1 know,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
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WEEK TEN
—Saturday—

We are indeed poor — but you are rich
— we are full of need — you have an
abundant supply. This is our happy op-
portunity to be rich and satisfied. Let
us enter in!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Yet I am poor and needy; may the Lord think of
me. You are my help and my deliverer; O my God,
do not delay’ (Psa. 40:17). The beginning word of
this verse so well describes the peoples of the U.S.A.
We have such an abundance, at least in comparison to
the rest of the world — “‘yer’’ we are poor and needy
in spiritual resources. If our Lord dealt with us ac-
cording to our sins we would have no hope at all. As
you think of us you must surely look beyond our sin
and see our impoverishment. The sooner someone
takes up your burden the sooner help will come, In
what very real, practical, personal way can I bring
help to the spirit of man? The sooner each Christian
in America asks and answers such a question the
sooner help will come. Open our hearts our Lord!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

It is well enough to express this need in these general
terms it is quite another matter to make specific appli-
cations to my own life and daily routine. I can take
some comfort in the fact that we are responsible for
providing the tools in building your spiritual house.
There are several thousand people each day who are
better equipped to teach others, to win the lost, to
preach your word because we have by your grace been
able to provide such tools. I am glad I do not know
the life story of each book that is sent out on its mis-
sion. Many of these have a very short life and little
influence — but others have a very long life and a
very wide influence. Each of them could say: ““You
are my help and my deliverer’’! Blessed be your
name!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Such a word as described above is no substitute for a
personal encounter with someone who needs salvation
or edification. Dear Lord, I have at times hidden
behind the public expression of your work to the sad
neglect of personal encounter. Forgive me — [ feel
very strongly about this. My poverty and need are
particularly in this area — help me — and deliver me,
From your viewpoint and as related to the lost world
I want to cry: *‘O my God, do not delay.’” 1 cannot
lead where I will not go — I cannot teach what 1 do
not practice. Help me and deliver me for I am indeed
poor and needy!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them, Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long;
This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the day long.
Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

3¢ Jt will be good for those servants whose master
finds them ready, even if he comes in the second or
third watch of the night. ¥But understand this: If the
owner of the house had known at what hour the thief
was coming, he would not have let his house be
broken into. “You also must be ready, because the
Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not
expect him."” —Luke 12:38-40, NIV



READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Jesus uses two figures of speech to describe his com-
ing: As a master who is returning from the prepara-
tion of a marriage banquet. In this case he refers to
the second and third watches of the night. The
Roman division of the night into four watches was:
(1) From six to nine P.M. (2) From nine to midnight.
(3) From midnight to three A.M. (4) From three to six
A.M. Our Lord says he might come from nine to
midnight or from midnight till three A.M. But at
whatever time he wants us to be dressed with our
lamps lit and eagerly awaiting him!

If on the other hand: His sudden unexpected coming
will be like a thief in the night.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Is the second coming of my Lord a real present reali-
ty? Is the second coming something 1 work into the
routine of each day as a very real possibility? How
real or remote is it? Jesus told this parable in the
presence of eternity. It was two thousand years ago by
our computation — but two thousand years are less
than a second in comparison with infinity and a place
with no beginning and no end. Why did my Lord
compare himself to a thief? — or did he? Wasn’t the
unexpectedness of a break-in the point he made? No
doubt the loss sustained by the occupants, who were
totally unprepared, was also the point. An invasion of
our privacy is at the base of this thought — he will
one day shock us into the reality at his coming!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you my Lord said ““it will be good for
those servants’ who are ready when he comes. I do
want to be one of those servants. (2) Thank you that
he has warned me that however ready and expectant I
am his coming will be sudden and we shall never be
wholly prepared. (3) Thank you that Jesus could come
today. (4) Thank you I can trust in his grace to
prepare me for his coming. (5) Thank you for the
constant promise of his coming again. (6) Thank you
I can let you into every area of life today so your
coming again will reveal nothing I have not already
shared. (7) Thank you your coming is both expected
and will be unexpected.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“You also must be ready, because the Son of Man
will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”
However much we believe we are ready for him his
coming will be unexpected! What an ‘“‘hour’’ that will
be! His coming will be unexpected, but we can be
ready. Dear Lord, there are times when your coming
would indeed be a relief! We are so tired of the daily
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grind — so pressed with a hundred duties that to call
a halt to all of this and move into the world of
perfect happiness is a welcome prospect. Such is an
almost purely selfish expression. Our readiness needs
to reach out to others or we really do not appreciate
the full meaning of his purpose for us. Maranatha!
Help me to be ready!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

(1) You could come for me before you come for all of
us. I awake in the last few years at the 2nd, 3rd and
4th watches of the night. If you are coming for me or
for all of us keep my heart alert! (2) ““Maranatha —
even so come, Lord Jesus.” (3) How can I relate in a
very practical way to your Second Coming? I shall be
surprised — and not surprised — shocked — but full
of wonder and praise — help me. (4) Give meaning to
the designation ‘“‘Son of Man’’ — how is this true?

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Open my heart to receive your word with meekness.
(1) ““You are the head of your house — but where am
17"’ (2) ‘I can break up your house any time I want
to.”” (3) “‘It might be today.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Operation World — Point for prayer: There has been
an encouraging response to earlier editions of Opera-
tion World from individuals, churches and missions.
Pray that the 1986 English edition (from which these
thoughts were excerpted) will be used of God around
the world to give vision, a prayer burden and stimulus
for the completion of world evangelization. Pray also
for the translation work on other language editions
and the continuing job of updating and revising.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Take my life, and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Take my moments and my days;
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move
At the impluse of Thy love.
Take my feet, and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice, and let me sing
Always, only, for my King.
Take my lips, and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee.
Take my silver and my gold;
Not a mite would I withhold.
Take my intellect, and use
Every power as Thou shalt choose.
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WEEK ELEVEN
—Sunday—

Day and night you are with me — you
are our life. Here is the time and place I
can say ‘‘thank you.”

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“By day the Lord directs his love, at night his song is
with me — a prayer to the God of my life’’ (Psa.
42:8). Somehow the writer of these words had inte-
grated a sense of your presence into his inmost being
and he was aware of your directed love in the events
of his day. During the day he had picked up an ex-
pression of joy or devotion he wanted to express in
the night season. You had indeed become the God of
his life — his day and night existence was in and of
yourself. Dear Lord, you know how much I would
like to follow his example. Can this happen in any
and all circumstances? Yes, yes, it is ourselves and not
the circumstances that make it possible.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

How often do I consciously think of some expression
of your love? | can pause real often to do this —

i.e. if I really want to. Behind such thought process is
the fact that I feel you are that much involved in my
life. Dear Lord, I know you are so much a part of
this physical world that it would fall apart without
your presence — indeed, it is held together by your
powerful word — or we could say by the operation of
your laws. Are you less involved in the higher world
of human interests? I am simply asking for the open-
ing of the eyes of my heart! In all of this I praise you
for the love I see in and behind all of life.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Life is taken up with many interests and very few of
them directly associated with your love — why? The
nature of some interests would answer the question —
and yet would not answer it. We have all known per-

sons with one interest so dominant that regardless of
the circumstance they related their special interest to
it. Should we be God-dominated people? Should we
see and hear and eat and sleep your love to us? I can-
not think of a happier prospect! Such an ideal jars on
my conscience and makes me uncomfortable. It smacks
of sanctimoniousness, so says someone. It is simply
because we have never seen it and we believe that
“someone’’ who is Satan. Forgive me!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God, Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Come Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me ever to adore Thee;

May 1 still Thy goodness prove;
While the hope of endless glory
Fills my heart with joy and love.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

WPeter asked, *‘Lord, are you telling this parable to
us, or 1o everyone?”

2The Lord answered, **“Who then is the faithful and
wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of his
servants to give them their food allowance at their
proper time? “It will be good for that servant whom
the master finds doing so when he returns. “I tell you
the truth, he will put him in charge of all his posses-
sions. **But suppose the servant says to himself, ‘My
master is taking a long time in coming,’ and he then
begins to beat the men and women servants and to eat
and drink and get drunk. “The master of that servant
will come on a day when he does not expect him and
at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to



pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers.
—Luke 12:41-46, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

I take the following instructions to relate particularly
to the kind of preparation we should make in order to
be ready when you come. Peter is evidently wanting
some kind of special treatment. Does our Lord simply
ignore his question? He does and he doesn’t. If Peter
will listen carefully he will find an answer. But all
others will also find how to be prepared. It is most in-
teresting that in the parable here the persons who are
preparing for his coming are all “managers.’” They
have been given a charge to keep. What is it? “To
give them (the servants) their food allowance at the
proper time.”” This is the task of all Christians.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

All of us are in charge of the food allowance for the
hungry of this world. There is food enough for the
whole world in the granary of your wonderful word!
It is more than interesting that Jesus does not speak
of mere neglect of the hungry. He tells of beating the
servants we are to feed. Is neglect to feed equal to
abuse? So it would seem. The managers in the second
half of the parable have changed the position the
Lord gave — they now expect to be served instead of
serving. They are also self-indulgent — which is pro-
bably the root cause for their neglect. Dear Lord,
open my eyes to true preparation for your coming.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that Jesus did not consider it necessary
to answer all questions. (2) Thank you for the privi-
leged position of the managers of your goods. (3)
Thank you you have spelled out my responsibility of
giving food allowance. (4) Thank you for the little
phrase: ‘‘at the proper time.”" Help me to know when
that is. (5) Thank you for the promise of wonderful
responsibility in the world and life to come. (6) Thank
you that Jesus identified the cause of unpreparedness:
selfish indulgence! (7) Thank you that some believers
will be assigned a place with the unbelievers — i.c. by
my Lord’s choice.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place
with the unbelievers.’’ The description given here was
no doubt carried out many times in the days of our
Lord. We would think of it as severe measure from a
physical viewpoint — but it will be mild and is not
even to be compared with the reality of the judgment
on that great day. Cutting him to pieces could be
typical of the total disintegration of the human spirit
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in the everlasting punishment promised to him. The
servant who should have been expecting the day and
awaiting the hour was ready for neither. What an
awesome promise is there made to us! There are many
““‘unbelievers"’, i.e. those who refuse to believe, in this
world but there will be none in the world to come.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

These are blessed words that speak to my service for
you — I want to look deeply into them. I try to do so
in these requests: (1) I have just last night — and for
5 other times dispensed your food to your servants —
dear, dear Lord, I wanted it to be just what you ‘‘ra-
tioned’” for them. Give me your wisdom in my choice
of expression. (2) All of us are indeed in charge of the
food allowance for the hungry world — we have a full
granary — neglect is equal to abuse! Lay these words
upon my heart!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Continue to speak to me — you surely have my atten-
tion: (1) ‘““You are looking at the true preparation
you need to make for my coming.” (2) “‘I answer
your questions in your service to me — you do not
need the answer before you serve — but during your
service.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

The Lord’s Return — Point for prayer: The last
prayer in the Bible is *‘Come, Lord Jesus’ (Rev.
22:20). Peter tells us that we should be “‘looking for
and hastening the coming of the day of God' (Il Pet.
3:12). How better can we do it than by praying for
the fulfillment of Gen. 12:3, Rev. 7:9,10 and Matt.
24:14?

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Jesus is tenderly calling thee home,
Calling today, calling today;
Why from the sunshine of love wilt thou roam

Farther and farther away?
Calling today!
Calling today!
Jesus is calling,

Is tenderly calling today.
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WEEK ELEVEN
—Monday—

This verse is so full of meaning 1 lift it
up again to tell you of my love and
adoration.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

““By day the Lord directs his love, at night his song is
with me — a prayer to the God of my life’” (Psa.
42:8). How gloriously true are these words! Every day
— several times a day you direct your love toward me
— it is not at all necessary that I know each way you
have in speaking to my heart — or in each area of
your work in developing my character. It is enough to
know you do! What earthly parent would want his
child to identify all the directions the father has given
him? It is enough to teach our children the truth and
let them mature in the application they make of it.

I can sing a song of joy and care as the shades of
night fall about me. This song is a prayer. What a
beautiful way to express our worship to you!

Express yvourself in adoration for this gquality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

What was said above should be typical of all the
peoples of all the earth! How far indeed are we from
this ideal! This is your desire — it is my desire. Dear
Lord, in ways I could not even imagine I want you to
open doors for the good news! You are indeed: “‘the
God of my life.”” All of my life all the time is from
you! Am I ready to let you rule in “‘all the kingdoms
of my heart’’? Until this can and does happen we can-
not expect the men of the earth to know you. By day
— every day — today the Lord (even yourself) will
direct your love toward me — | am the object of your
care and personal concern. Praise your name! I do
want to respond adequately to such love! Help me!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

A sense of guilt colors all I say until I claim the
cleansing and forgiveness you have so wondrously

promised! Forgiveness and forgetfulness of all I have
done against you is such a blessed reality! Praise your
name! I cannot know just how you can forgive me —
I do — I do, 1 do want to change! And I have to
some extent — but not even as well as [ want to.
Somehow there is a song — an almost perpetual song
in my heart for you. I have no life at all without you.
I have lost interest in life without you. Things
fascinate for a few days — or hours — but only you
can satisfy forever!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father,

There is no shadow of turning with Thee;

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not:
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.

Great is Thy faithfulness!

Great is Thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies I see;

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

47%That servant who knows his master’s will and does
not get ready or does not do what his master wants
will be beaten with many blows. “*But the one who
does not know and does things deserving punishment
will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who
has been given much, much will be demanded; and
from the one who has been entrusted with much,
much more will be asked. —Luke 12:47,48, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Dear Lord, I sometimes do not like reading these



words! I am the servant here described! 1 know your
will — I have known it for years and years and years.
I have been getting ready for almost equal years. It is
in doing what my master wants 1 have trouble! Dear
Lord, am I setting up artificial standards or ideals?
The whole context of these verses is that | be prepared
for his coming again. I want that to be a living reality
with me! Among your servants (not the
“‘unbelievers’’) such treatment will be given. Since
there will be no condemnation or punishment for
““those who are in Christ Jesus” it would seem Jesus
is discussing a principle of this life: *‘From everyone
who has been given much, much will be demanded.”’
This is but the reasonable expectation of the giver and
the natural response, yea, joyous response of the one
who has received.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

If ever there was one to whom ““much has been
given” it is myself — yea, all men and women of
America. Millions do not even know that you have
been so bountiful or so lavish in your goodness but at
least I do! Since I am to multiply what you have given
I need to know just what you have given. It is your
own Self in the person of your Son. How can I share
him with others? How can I multiply the bread of
life? How can I let the well burst forth in streams of
living water? Dear Lord, you have given me a means
and I am delighted to use it! You ask nothing of me
that is not a reasonable expectation and one I want to
give — praise your name!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you I can be *‘that servant’’ spoken of in
this text! (2) Thank you for the revelation of “‘your
will”’ in your Son and your word. (3) Thank you you
have given me much more than enough time to “‘get
ready.” (4) Thank you for the sharp — stern warning
that there is punishment for disobedience. (5) Thank
you that no one will ever feel he has been cheated un-
justly — all of us will know we have just what our
life produced. (6) Thank you for the abundance of
your grace given to me — and many like me. (7)
Thank you that vou are always alive and alert in your
response Lo our service.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“ .. from the one who has been entrusted with
much, much more will be asked.’” We might add that
he will be more than glad to return all the Lord has
entrusted to him. There is no coercion in this entrust-
ment. The master will ask for a return on his invest-
ment, but the steward is delighted to give such an ac-
count. A demand and a selfish pressure was common
among the master-servant relationships of Jesus’ day
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(and it hasn’t changed much since). But it will not be
so with our Lord and his servants. All his servants
know that nothing would be done without him. We
all recognize the privilege and high honor we have in
his service. What we give is but to give back to the
One who has made all possible.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

As one who has received much I lift up these requests:
(1) In the years I have left show me avenues of service
I had never considered before! (2) Bring to my atten-
tion what has happened to the seed already planted.
(3) Give me a servant heart that makes it easy for me
to work with others. (4) Cause me to be continually
answerable without the sense of earning anything but
your approval — and to know you approve of me if I
fail.

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I pause just now. I read these two precious verses one
more time — speak to me through them: (1) *“You
can be getting ready AND serving at the same time —
do it!"" (2) I will beat some servants — but not
necessarily at the last judgment.”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

The World — Point for prayer: The harvest of people
into the Kingdom of God in recent years has been un-
precedented. Never in history has such a high percen-
tage of the world’s population been exposed to the
gospel, nor the increase of evangelical Christians been
s0 encouraging. We are moving forward — let us
speed the progress by prayer.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Just as | am! without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, I come! I come!

Just as | am! and waiting not
To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come! | come!
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WEEK ELEVEN
—Tuesday—

You are our hope or we have no hope.
You are our life or life has no meaning!
How good it is to worship you!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so dis-
turbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will
yet praise him, my Savior and my God’' (Psa. 42:11).
How often have I felt this way? Yea, how often have
many men so responded to life? There is no need for
introspection. It is fruitless and only tends to increase
the problem. The whole person or ‘‘the soul’’ of man
is involved. The inwardness of man is affected. Men
today would call it depression. David evidently suf-
fered very severe depression. The answer? HOPE —
when there is hope there is life and peace and purpose
and energy! You the source of a/l life are also my life
— and the life of all men — the hope of all men.
There is a consequence of hope — it is praise — but
there is also a determination in the heart of the
psalmist; he knows back of all his depression is a real
reason for hope.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal,

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

Dear Lord, how closely associated with ‘‘things”’ is
my hope! If certain things develop on schedule then |
have hope of their fulfillment. If I am given certain
responsibilities and I work at them then there is hope
of accomplishment and fulfillment. HOWEVER, if
amid all such activity you interrupt me — or someone
does (never without your knowledge) then I could ask
the question: “Why are you so downcast, O my
soul?’’ My hope is in you and your larger better pur-
poses! 1 will yer praise you — you have saved me and
forgiven me — created me and await me in the world
to come — praise your name!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

The above is a brave expression which is of yourself

and is true — but there are other times when [ am
neither lifted up nor cast down. It is in the dead level
of routine — when I should have been glad or sad. It
is for this apathy that I need forgiveness. It is not that
there is always reason to be full of triumph or tears
— it is just that you deserve much more of my self
than I am sometimes willing to give. Forgive me .Yea,
I need more than forgiveness! | need the eyes of my
heart enlightened to the wonders of redeeming grace.
I need my ears opened to the strains of angel’s song. I
need my tongue loosed to speak of the eternal pur-
poses of life. Release my spirit!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

There is a place of quiet rest,
Near to the heart of God,

A place where sin cannot molest,
Near to the heart of God.

O Jesus, blest Redeemer,

Sent from the heart of God,
Hold us who wait before Thee
Near to the heart of God.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — oOr even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

4941 have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I
wish it were already kindled! °But I have a baptism
to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is com-
pleted! 'Do you think I came to bring peace on
earth? No, 1 tell you, but division."” —Luke 12:49-51,
NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

What power is in these verses! Your dear Son came to
set the earth on fire! He was so full of desire that it
be kindled. Has the fire fallen from heaven? Indeed it



has! When he took the stroke that belonged to me it
was the kindling of the fire that would lighten the
world. Has my Lord been immersed in the suffering
of the sinless for the sinner? Ah, to ask is to answer
— when he said ““It is completed” (*‘It is finished"’)
we know what he meant! His words sound so strange
when we sing the angels’ song at his birth, ‘“Peace on
earth.”” Such peace can never be until he has been
baptized in sorrow — until he has been consumed in
the fire of judgment — until he has divided all
mankind by the sword of sin’s condemnation.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Oh, my Father! How many upon this earth even
know that fire has fallen? In this immense city of over
four million in which 1 find myself (Santiago, Chile),
how many know? There are many more that know
than in a hundred other cities of the same size in
other countries of the world. How I want to tell the
whole world of your fire — your baptism and your
division, or sword! Lead me into ways of fulfilling
this your own desire! The universal nature and ex-
clusiveness of these words shocks me! Your Son and
my Lord is so ““very very”’ in all his statements of
purpose. He wants to immerse himself in his purpose.
He wants to declare war on every evil thing! He wants
to cut down the middle on every issue! Help me, oh
help me to follow in his train!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that you have indeed come! (2) Thank
you you came to reach the whole earth and every man
in it. (3) Thank you the fire fell and consumed my
Lord as my burnt offering to you. (4) Thank you he
entered the vale of sorrow and was covered over in
grief for me. (5) Thank you that it is all — a// fin-
ished for me and the whole world! (6) Thank you for
the war in heaven that was finished on Calvary. (7)
Thank you for the total exclusiveness of his demands
in my life.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I
tell you, but division (a sword).”’ These words sound
so startling and strange when we relate them to what
we hold as an ideal image of our Lord. We think of
him as “‘the Prince of Peace.”” After all, didn’t he say
““my peace I give to you''? Wasn't his greeting,
“‘peace be unto you’'? All of this is true — but before
there can be peace with our enemy he must be de-
feated in a war. It is of this encounter our Lord
speaks. He must first defeat Satan in the fire and bap-
tism of Golgotha before he can offer and leave his
peace with us. In a larger sense there will always be a
conflict with the forces of good and evil. He came to
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send a sword!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

You have opened my mind and emotions to see these
verses very clearly . Thank you! I now continue my
worship before you in these requests: (1) Give me the
eagerness of my Lord as 1 face very difficult deci-
sions. (2) May I stand back and enjoy the warmth and
light of the fire my Lord has set upon the earth. (3)
How can | best let people know that the fire of judg-
ment and forgiveness has fallen? This is the second
time this day I have asked this of you — enlighten my
understanding. (4) I wish I knew how to more than
affirm your Son’s authority — his sacrifice — his love
— his fire and water commitment, Help me!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

The One who prayed for unity now comes to bring
division — speak to my conscience about this: (1)
““‘Surrender always preceeds peace.” (2) “‘Slash and
burn before there can be a new crop." (3) ““Until
there is yieldedness as seen in my Son there can be no
unity.”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD,

The World — Point for prayer: The growth of
evangelical believers in the Third World has ac-
celerated dramatically since World War I1, with
1975-85 seeing the fastest growth. During that period
Evangelicals in the West and Eastern Europe in-
creased by 1.3% annually. The total number was 75
million in 1975 and nearly 86 million in 1985. In the
Third World (omitting China) the increase was 6.7%
annually, and the total grew from 68 million to 130
million.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Would you be free from your burden of sin?
There’s pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood;
Would you o’er evil a victory win?
There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood.
There is pow'r, pow'r,
Wonderworking pow'r in the blood of the Lamb;
There is pow’r, pow'r,
Wonderworking pow’'r
In the precious blood of the Lamb.
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WEEK ELEVEN
—Wednesday—

How beautiful you are! My light — my
truth — my joy — my guide. I am glad
to worship you.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide
me; . . . Then will I go to the altar of God, to God,
my joy and my delight. I will praise you with the
harp, O God, my God’ (Psa. Psalm 43:3a,4).

Your light will be in and a part of your truth. You
were speaking by direct revelation in the days of the
psalmist — on a difficult question or situation your
message could enlighten and clarify. In one sense we
live in a more enlightened day: you have given us
sixty-six documents full of your light and truth!
Praise your name! At the same time we cry with the
psalmist for the wisdom to shine just the light you
have sent on the situation that faces us.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
Yyour own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

“Guidance, guidance,’’ this is the cry of our hearts!
Dear wonderful Saviour, here is your answer! As your
truth led your children to your temple to worship you
at your altar, so in every situation your truth, and the
light from it, will lead me into your answer for every
situation. 1 must, I will make the choice, but it will be
your wisdom that helps me make it! (James 1:5.) 1 do
ask and believe, not doubting at all.

It is my deep persuasion that when you are my joy
and my delight — when I praise you in song I am
preconditioned to be able to respond to your truth in
just the way you want me to. O God, my God, how I
thank you for this understanding!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out, It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

In ways of personal, practical daily application I want
to apply these words to my life. 1 know it is a long
and slow process — so it is with any in-depth, solid
growth. But nonetheless I want it to happen. I am

amazed at my own blindness and willful ignorance,
forgive me! Is there a better system of memorizing
your word that I do not know? Is there a way in
which I can refer to your word much more often dur-
ing the day than I do? Are there ways of discerning
and applying your word in interpersonal relationships
I have not considered? Dear Lord, what I am asking
is: how can | let your light and truth fall upon my
path for each day? If these questions are only
rhetorical then I have a monstrous sin for which I
even hesitate to ask forgiveness! Help me, dear Lord!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Open my eyes, that I may see
Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me;
Place in my hands the wonderful key,
That shall unclasp, and set me free.
Silently now I wait for Thee,
Ready, my God, Thy will to see:
Open my eyes, illumine me,
Savior divine!
Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

Now there were some present at that time who
13 told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2Jesus
answered, ‘‘Do you think that these Galileans were
worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they
suffered this way? 1 tell you, no! But unless you re-
pent, you too will all perish." —Luke 13:1-3, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

The previous strong words concerning your judgment
on sin and sinners reminded some who listened of a
contemporary incident that they thought illustrated



the point our Lord was making. It did, and it did not!
The slaughter of the Jews by Pilate (and according to
tradition it was several hundred) was precipitated by
the circumstance of Pilate ruling in an almost impossi-
ble situation. It was caused as much by the rebellion
and stubbornness of the Jews as by the cruelty of the
governor. Both needed to repent! Your will was not
found either in Pilate’s actions or those of the
Galileans. Our Lord is saying: ‘“‘there is one objective
truth contained in my word; when you follow it you
are right, when you do not you are wrong — this
relates ro all!™

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

The relation of this truth to my own heart is the im-
portant point of all these words! There are various
reasons why the righteous suffer — but if they are
righteous it is never, never because they are some
special kind of sinners. We yet have Job’s friends
around to remind us that “‘sin is the cause of it all”
— indeed it is — but NOT a personal violation of
your law. We could easily have politicians like Pilate,
and his capricious choices are not because of our sins!
Yet — I want to hear your words to my heart: “‘Ex-
cept you set your mind in line with my mind you also
will perish — in this life and the life to come! Give
me ears to hear!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the Galileans who teach me of the
consequence of the world system. (2) Thank you for
our Lord’'s willingness to relate politics to daily life.
(3) Thank you that I can learn by example and experi-
ence what true repentance is. (4) Thank you for the
strong warnings of my Lord — we shall (not might)
perish! (5) Thank you for the wonderful check and
balance you have in both the physical world and the
moral world. (6) Thank you that my Lord is giving us
the instructions as to who will be lost. (7) Thank vou
for the rare privilege and opportunity to repent!

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““‘But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”” 1t is
very easy to see the literal fulfillment of this principle
in daily life. When we have violated one or more of
your truths unless we change our minds (i.e. repent)
our lifestyle will perish. In our marriage: unless we
follow what you have said everything falls apart. It is
only when we bring our minds under the control of
your mind that we find life and purpose. This is a
principle alive in every option. We can either think
you thoughts and have life or fail to do so and perish.
Repentance is an absolute necessity to life. Indeed it is
“‘repentance to life.”’
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Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I am glad for all opportunities to repent toward
yourself. I see in these verses that opportunity. I raise
these requests for genuine repentance: (1) Teach me
yet again that you are the great evaluator, you are our
final judge — I want to take my inquiring, question-
ing, suspicious mind to you and ‘‘leave it there.”’
Help me dear Lord! (2) I do hope to meet several
Galileans in the life to come — prepare me for such a
meeting. (3) Some will perish — changing my mind is
my salvation, Give permanence to my decision to do
s0.

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

The determination of my likeness to my Lord is in ex-
act ratio to my repentance. Please emphasize this
point just now: (1) “‘Yieldedness is your biggest need
— and greatest opportunity.” (2) **It is in your mind
I am Lord, or | am not Lord — you can bring every
thought into my captivity — are you ready to believe
this?"*

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

The World — Point for prayer: The dramatic
breakthrough in China since 1975 is hard to quantify.
Reliable estimates are that 45-50 million people may
have come to faith in Christ since then. This increase,
if substantiated, would mean that evangelical believers
have increased in the Third World from 74 million to
174 million, or an average annual increase of 9%.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

I’ve wandered far away from God:
Now I'm coming home;

The paths of sin too long I’ve trod;
Lord, I'm coming home.
Coming home, coming home,
Nevermore to roam;

Open wide Thine arms of love;
Lord, I'm coming home.

I've wasted many precious years:
Now I'm coming home;
I now repent with bitter tears;
Lord, I'm coming home.
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WEEK ELEVEN
—Thursday—

The noblest theme I know is the beauty
of your person! The King of all kings —
the Lord of all lords. Gladly I bow
before you.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“My heart is stirred by a noble theme as I recite my
verses for the king; my tongue is the pen of a skillful
writer”’ (Psa. 45:1). Perhaps it is presumption to
relate this verse to myself, but ‘“my heart is stirred by
a noble theme."" This happens each day at this time,
and praise your name other times during the day. The
noblest theme | know is the beauty of your loveliness!
To know Someone who is always pure as the clear
blue sky above me, as clean and refreshing as the
pounding surf beneath me — oh, to worship the great
intelligent Creator of all this magnificent world is in-
deed a noble theme. I do hope I can but poorly reflect
what ought to be true of every man and women.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

The verses 1 recite are not poetry, at least in the
usually accepted sense. My verses are those I find in
your word. You are my “‘king”’ in the grandest use of
the designation. All the wealth and beauty; all of the
excitement of music and the unexpected are in my
heart as I worship before you. By your very presence
you enable me with whatever skill I have in words,
spoken or written. Praise be to your eternal self! I can
be, and want (o be caught up in the flush and joy of
this moment of wonder as I meditate upon your
word! There is nothing in this experience called life
that can compare with the joy of your presence!
Praise your name forever!

How do you personally relate to this guality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Ah, it is not always this way! L.e. it is not always that
I am so responsive to your greatness and goodness.
My heart is not at all so stirred, nor is my tongue or
my pen so ready to lift up a joyful theme. Of course I

do not expect to live in a perpetual palace of praise.
But I do expect to be able to praise you at any time in
any place — and this has not always happened! For-
give me! Since you are always worthy to be praised
and since 1 have multiplied reasons each day for prais-
ing you it is indeed wrong for me not to worship you
much more often in joyful thanksgiving. This is a
confession of poverty among the wealthy! I want to
live today on the edge of the great world of your
goodness and mercy. Help me to move in beyond the
border.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God, Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Thou my everlasting portion,

More than friend or life to me;

All along my pilgrim journey,

Savior, let me walk with Thee.

Close to Thee, close to Thee,

Close to Thee, close to Thee;

All along my pilgrim journey,

Savior, let me walk with Thee.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the

verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

““Or those eighteen who died when the tower in
Siloam fell on them — do you think that they were
more guilty than all others living in Jerusalem? 51 tell
you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all
perish." —Luke 13:4,5, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Our Lord uses two tragedies to illustrate a great eter-
nal truth: Regardless of what happens to you if you
are not right with God you will perish! One tragedy
was precipitated by political activity: Galilean zealots
and Pilate’s troops. The other by an accident that



could have touched the lives of anyone. In building a
tower in Jerusalem near the pool of Siloam the foun-
dation of a wall gave way and the whole weight of the
wall fell on eighteen men who were working under it
(or in some such manner). What about the thinking
processes of each of these people? If their lifestyle
belied the fact their minds were the slaves of sex, food
and money there were two deaths for them to die.
How I hope I have represented your thinking from
these verses!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

It is true that at times you have sent tragedy to teach
your children. But it is not true that all tragedies have
their source in yourself, there are at least two other
options: (1) Satan has been known to send some such
tragedies — at least be permitted by yourself to use
them. (2) The ignorance and willfulness — the cruelty
and inhumanity of man accounts for much that is
tragic in the world! (Satan being behind all such ac-
tions). When | hear of an accident in which several
lose their lives what is my response? Would I like
Job's friends say “‘they deserved ir!’*? Dear Lord
open my heart to the one need: to think your
thoughts and have my heart in tune with you!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for this now ancient record of the
death of eighteen workmen — from it I can learn. (2)
Thank you for the fact that Jesus was aware of the
local news and what it meant in the eternal perspec-
tive, (3) Thank you for the fact that the death of the
eighteen was not near as important as what happened
to them after death. (4) Thank vou that all can re-
pent, (5) Thank you for the plain fact that all need to
repent. (6) Thank you that Jesus related repentance to
his disciples as well as all others. (7) Thank you that
when we do repent we will have life — not death.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““— do you think they were more guilty than all
others living in Jerusalem?’’ The tower was like the
rain, *‘it falls on the just and the unjust.”” Our Lord
does not want these men to read more into an inci-
dent than really is there. There was a moral problem
with these men — and with several others who lived
in Jerusalem at that time. What one needed all did:
“‘repentance.”” How we do wonder about the lives of
these unnamed persons. In just what areas of their life
did they need to change their mind? If we were to
select 100 men from any city today the same sins in a
little different form would be present. When the rich
man found himself in torment the one word he
wanted for his brothers was: *‘repent.”’ How contem-
porary is this word today.
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Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

How abundant is the supply of energy and health you
have given to me! I want to thank you for it — and
to freely confess that if a tower or wall should fall
upon me today I will enter into your presence with
joy! I am so slow to learn it would not surprise me if
you would decide to close the books. Teach me
humility — and patience. If ignorant disbelievers
overrun our land give me a clear memory of how you
are able to cause the stubbornness of men to praise
you. Repentance is the one static need 1 have every
day!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I wait here before these words of your Son — speak
to me out of them: (1) “Walls do fall — like rain —
‘on the just and the unjust’ — only those who repent
are saved — i.e. are in a state of repentance.’ (2)
“Do you really believe what I just said?"’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

The World — Point for prayer: The greatest growth
has occurred in some Asian lands, Latin America, and
in Africa's Bible belts. Parts of South Asia, the Mid-
dle East and parts of Africa are a sobering contrast,
These latter are the major pioneering areas for mis-
sionaries in the last part of this century.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Out of my bondage, sorrow and night,
Jesus, I come, Jesus, | come;
Into Thy freedom, gladness and light,
Jesus, I come to Thee;

Out of my sickness, into Thy health,
Out of my want and into Thy wealth,
Out of my sin and into Thyself,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of my shameful failure and loss,
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come;
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross,
Jesus, I come to Thee;

Out of earth’s sorrows, into Thy balm,
Out of life’s storms and into Thy calm,
Out of distress to jubilant psalm,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
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WEEK ELEVEN
—Friday—

How full of wonder I am as I read this
description of your Son written seven
hundred years before he was born! I
want to stay before him and see him
with the eyes of my heart!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“You are the most excellent of men and your lips
have been anointed with grace, since God has blessed
you forever. Gird your sword upon your side, O
mighty one; clothe yourself with splendor and majes-
ty”’ (Psa. 45:2,3). This whole psalm is a beautiful
description of my Lord before he came to this earth, I
want to lift the qualities of these verses to you in
adoration: (1) *“The most excellent of men.”" There
are no competitors. In every way my Lord excells all
men. (2) The words that fell from his lips during his
ministry were of heavenly grace or favor. We shall
never exhaust the beauty and depth of his words. (3)
Your blessing in the life of your Son has no end.
Throughout the eternal existence of heaven we will
have reason o praise him.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

(1) The directions for the musicians must have made it
possible for them to participate in the real meaning of
this praise to yourself on behalf of the Coming One. I
want to enter into that kind of praise. (2) In this
description the Messiah is a warrior. (a) Gird your
sword upon your side. We serve under a commander
who never lost a battle. The gospel accounts record a
good number of his encounters. (b) He is referred to
as “the Mighty One” and indeed he is! In every way
we consider his qualities, he is “‘the great one”’!

(c) He has clothed himself with splendor and majesty.
This he had before he emptied himself of such quali-
ties. He was clothed again in the glory that he had
with the Father before the worlds were made.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN
1 shall always be full of an effort to praise you as I

want to and as you most richly deserve, My words
stumble over one another. My attempts seem so very,
very, inaequate. My basic sin is one of the lack of in-
volvement. How 1 do want to tell you what these
blessed words mean to me: To have before me

¢, .. the most excellent of men . . ."” and make but a
few passing comments is a sin of immense proportion!
To listen to the voice and words of God in human
form and not to be prostrate before you is the sin of
ingratitude. Blessed Lord, gird on your sword and
give me the triumph I so much need in my personal
life. I yield my mind and will to you. [ want to be im-
pressed all over again with your splendor and majesty.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Crown Him with many crowns,

The Lamb upon His throne;

Hark, how the heav’nly anthem drowns
All music but its own!

Awake, my soul, and sing

Of Him who died for thee,

And hail Him as thy matchless King
Through all eternity.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

SThen he told them this parable:

““A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and
he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any.
7So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard,
‘For three years now I've been coming to look for
fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it
down! Why should it use up the soil?’

8¢¢ Sir,” the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more
year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. °If it bears
fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.” "’
—Luke 13:6-9, NIV



READ HIS WORD TO HIM

This parable was to illustrate the subject of repent-
ance. Just who are the persons in this story? It will be
easy to see God as the master who had the vineyard.
The fig tree represents Israel. Our Lord is the one
who came expecting to find fruit, and found none.
You had planted your people in a most fertile place.
Expectations of fruitfulness were natural. Jesus was
very kind in using only three years as the time of ex-
pected growth. It had been centuries and no repent-
ance was shown. Our Lord’s generosity is also seen in
the fact it was not one year after his three year minis-
try before the fig tree was cut down, but forty years
— i.e. from 30 to 70 A.D. In the destruction of Jeru-
salem the fig tree was cut down. He /s patient, but
there is an end!

Please express your response to this beautiful
rext. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Dear Lord, how can I repent even this very day? How
fruitful has my life been as compared to what you ex-
pect of me? The nation of America has had the gospel
and the means of spreading it to every creature on
earth. In 2,000 years we have not done it. In my own
experience in evangelism and in edification of the
saved I have had more than 40 years to produce the
fruit of repentance. How 1 do wish there were some
objective measure for the profitableness of all this
time given. One day not too distant this fig tree will
be cut down and the account will be added up. 1 am
ready for your judgment — yea, | welcome it! Not of
my sins — that was done on Calvary — but of my
works. 1 do want to know just how much wood, hay
or stubble there is.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for your constant interest in man. (2)
Thank you that we can produce fruit pleasing to you.
(3) Thank you that Someone is taking care of your
vineyard. (4) Thank you that you expect responsible
action on the part of your children. (5) Thank you
that each man and woman has a place in your vine-
yard which no one can fill. (6) Thank you for your
wonderful patience. (7) Thank you that we all live
from time to time on an extension of your grace.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it
down."” This is a warning directed toward only a tree.
The tree does represent man, but such a warning be-
comes much more palatable when associated with ve-
getation and not human life. However we cannot
always and only relate this to someone else. It is easy
to consider the Jewish nation or the Pharisees and
think: “‘I hope they heard that, it was directed toward
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them.” Fruitfulness is nof an option — it is an im-
perative! Our Lord is far more interested in what we
are than what we do — so fruit in character is essen-
tial to acceptableness. How glad I am he has not
given me the task of deciding how long we shall give
this man to develop this virtue or that.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

1 do want to be like your own tree planted in your
vineyard! It is the streams of living water I need —
send them to me — there are two types of fruit rea-
sonably expected: (1) Fruit in my character from the
Holy Spirit. (2) Fruit of other children. Only in a dai-
ly process of repentance will either one be present —
help us dear Lord. Reach in among our leaves and
find your fruit! You do have a constant compassion-
ate interest in us — thank you! Can I be one of the
caretakers in your vineyard? 1 want to be!

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

There *‘is”’ a warning — there is an end! Speak to me
about it: (1) *‘Payday some day.” (2) “When I come
it is all over.” (3) “It is your works [ will judge.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

The World — Point for prayer: The Muslim world is
a major challenge, but the last 10 years have been
more encouraging than ever before. Despite the rise of
Islamic fundamentalism Muslims have been more ex-
posed to the gospel, and been more responsive, than
ever before. The cracks in the seemingly impenetrable
wall of Islam can be widened by prayer!

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Whosoever heareth, shout, shout the sound!
Spread the blessed tidings all the world around;
Spread the joyful news wherever man is found:

“Whosoever will may come.”
““Whosoever will, whosoever will!”
Send the proclamation over vail and hill;
'Tis a loving Father calls the wand’rer home:
“Whosoever will may come.”’ '

Whosoever cometh need not delay;
Now the door is open, enter while you may;
Jesus is the true, the only Living Way:
“Whosoever will may come.”’
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WEEK ELEVEN
—Saturday—

What a strong complete refuge you are!
How strong — how wise — full of
security for each of us. Worship is our
reasonable response!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever present help
in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the
earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of
the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the
mountains quake with their surging'’ (Psa. 46:1-3).
The trouble I have had of late is being sick in a
foreign country and not knowing just how to treat
such a circumstance. It is in you and you alone I can
find a refuge — and I really need a refuge — and
strength! I am glad to crawl into your arms as a little
child who hurts and comes to his mother, 1 do so
sorely need your comfort and encouragement.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I have been carried away by the need of the moment
and related all the above to myself. But I like to think
my needs are typical of many, many other people.
Just here I want to look again at these blessed words:
¢ .. though the earth give way and the mountains
fall into the heart of the sea.’” It is so good to know
there is Someone who loves me better than myself —
there is Someone who lives in eternity — above and
beyond the earth, mountain or sea. I sometimes wish
the earth would give way and my blessed Lord would
come and deliver us from the struggles of this life.
But this is a selfish, childish desire. You want to offer
help amid our struggles — a refuge in the battle.
Thank you that I have found this true in my ex-
perience.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Only when in you we live and move and have our be-
ing can any of these wonderful words find fulfillment.
It is in your word — and your word alone I can give

meaning to these concepts. As example: (1) The ark
was a real refuge and strength to Noah and his fami-
ly. My Lord is my ark and refuge from the waters of
judgment, (2) The home of Mary and Martha became
a real refuge for our Lord. My home can be that for
him and for me. (3) The temple as a beautiful struc-
ture must have been for many a true sanctuary of wor-
ship; a refuge from the business of the dirty world all
about. You are my sanctuary! My body is the dwell-
ing place of yourself in the Spirit!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Jesus is all the world to me,

My life, my joy, my all;

He is my strength from day to day —
Without Him I would fall.

When I am sad to Him I go;

No other one can cheer me so;

When | am sad He makes me glad:
He’s my Friend.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

“On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the
synagogues, "and a woman was there who had been
crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent
over and could not straighten up at all. *When Jesus
saw her, he called her forward and said to her,
““Woman, you are set free from your infirmity."
BThen he put his hands on her, and immediately she
straightened up and praised God. —Luke 13:10-13,
NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Saturday on the calendar in the first century was like
any Saturday on our calendar. But, oh, it was so



unlike any we have ever known. For one poor woman
it was a Sabbath day never to be forgotten. We are
not to associate all sickness with evil spirits — but in
this case the woman was a victim of Satan's power —
and had been for the long eighteen years! Was she in
the synagogue to seek her healing? We think not. She
was there like all the others: to listen to the teaching
that fell from the lips of my Lord. But in the midst of
his teaching he could not and would not ignore
human need! Was this woman called up to the front
of the building? What would it have been to have the
hands of Jesus placed on our body?

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

The infirmity of this woman can be typical of the
needs of many people (and of myself in particular):
(1) All spirit infirmity comes from the evil one and his
demons. (2) Our potential is cut way back — we are
crippled. Unreasonable anger, or deep resentment
comes fom the evil one — we can be delivered. (3)
Jesus no doubt placed his hands on the very spot
where the woman hurt — or his thoughts were di-
rected to this place. Our Lord puts his hand on the
very place where we hurt to heal us. When we are
ready to stand forth in the midst of a hostile environ-
ment and let my Lord touch the very place where 1
hurt I will be set free! Praise your name!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the desire of my Lord for public
worship in the synagogues. (2) Thank you that Jesus
was and is a teacher! (Dear Lord, 1 am listening.) (3)
Thank you for another reminder of the very real
world of the spirit. (4) Thank you for these cases
selected by Dr. Luke to show the tremendous healing
power of my Lord. (5) Thank you for the willingness
and personal interest of my Lord in deliverance. (6)
Thank you for the immediacy of my Lord’s healings.
(7) Thank you that the woman attributed her healing
to you and praised you for it.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“ .. and immediately she straightened up and
praised God.”” How appropriate are both of these ex-
pressions — it could be said of both of us if we would
straighten up we would praise God. Lest we take this
as a mere play on words we must remember it was an
evil spirit that bowed her over. We are so delighted to
find someone who will give the credit to yourself for
this healing! How many of us have been bent over in
an unnatural position because of Satan’s influence? 1
love the little expression about the prodigal son: “‘he
came to himself'’ or ““‘when he came to his senses”
(NIV). Living and serving you is natural — it is ser-
vice for the evil one that is nonsense, We can walk
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upright — full of strength and vigor when we allow
Jesus to touch us where we hurt!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

This brief incident has real lasting value. I see the
following needs, and lift them up in prayer: (1) On a
scale of one to ten where would I place meeting the
hurting world’s need? (2) How much of physical suf-
fering is associated with demons? (3) Place your hand
upon the hurting area of my life and make me whole!
(4) I need to develop my capacity for praise, will you
help me? (5) Eighteen years is a long long time to wait
for healing — but it came — I do want your own pa-
tience! — 1 am far too selfish to wait very long —
touch me just here.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I want to receive your word with meekness — speak
to my conscience: (1) ““Teaching in a religious setting
is my job — I am still at it — are you listening?"* (2)
“‘Praise is your best response to me.” (3) “*Straighten
up and you will have something to praise me for."

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Africa — Points for praise: (a) The exciting harvest.
The dramatic ingathering into the churches is unique
in history. Africa is the first continent to become ma-
jority Christian within a single century. (b) The spiri-
tual hunger has grown in the backlash of post-inde-
pendence disillusionment. The bad news of Africa has
dominated the world’s media, but the good news of
church growth has not.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;

Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be for sin the double cure,
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.

Not the labor of my hands
Can fulfill the law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save and Thou alone.
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WEEK TWELVE
—Sunday—

Truly, truly we grow homesick for
heaven when we read these words of
description! We enter into this time of
worship to condition our spirit that we
might be ready.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of
God, the holy place where the Most High dwells. God
is within her, she will not fail; God will help her at
break of day’ (Psa. 46:4,5). Ah, what poignant
words are these! How I wish I had the eloquence ade-
quate to express the wonder and beauty that springs
from these words to my spirit! There is that immense
city four square, a cube of 1,500 miles in each direc-
tion i.e. the walls are of such an immense height, In-
side the city is an eternal spring. From it flows a river
of gigantic proportions. As it moves from its source it
divides into streams. These streams flow amid gardens
and houses whose beauty beggars description. These
are but poor words to describe the place he has gone
to prepare for us! Praise his name!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal,

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

““The holy place where the Most High dwells.”” How I
revel in the feeble attempt to enter into this descrip-
tion of heaven. I have a great desire to be there! All
that satisfies man here will be multiplied a thousand-
fold over there. I have a vision in my heart of a celes-
tial city — but each time [ envision it it grows in
beauty. 1 see another stream and its course through
the country and city of God. Dear Lord, someday will
you help me to describe from your word in my poor
words the wonders of that land that is fairer than

day!
Such a city is eternal — impregnable; “‘it shall not
Jail.”” The reason? Oh, the reason — ““God is within

her.”” Such is true of the real city of God within each
of us. How I long to comment on the little phrase:
“God will help her at the break of day” — he has
helped me at a thousand day-breaks — praise your
name!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God?

CONFESSION OF SIN

Lest I be exalted overmuch you have given me daily
confession of my failures, of my willful violation of
what I know is your will for my life. At this moment
it seems impossible that I could so violate what you
are and what you have said. But it is true — and at
the times of my sinning it did not appear at all im-
possible. Forgive me Lord, and most of all guard me
from that pious hypocrisy that mistakes feelings for
faith. Faith is doing what you have said. Elevated
feelings cannot cover a stubborn willingness to yield
my will to yours. Only the blood of Jesus can cover
my sin and make me whole again! Praise your name!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Alas! and did my Savior bleed?

And did my sovereign die?

Would He devote that sacred head

For such a one as 1?

At the cross, at the cross where I first saw the light,
And the burden of my heart rolled away,

It was there by faith I received my sight,

And now I am happy all the day!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

“Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath,
the synagogue ruler said to the people, “There are six
days for work. So come and be healed on those days,
not on the Sabbath.”’

5The Lord answered him, ‘‘You hypocrites! Doesn’t
each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey
and lead it out to give it water? *Then should not this
woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has
kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the
Sabbath day from what bound her?”’ —Luke
13:14-16, NIV



READ HIS WORD TO HIM

It is most remarkable that the very words of this un-
named synagogue ruler are preserved. Supposing his
words were obeyed — how many would be healed? If
Jesus were not there to heal them, none would be
made well. What a thoughtless, callous attitude! Yet
no different than some we ourselves have. We say by
our actions: ‘“You can be saved on Sunday in the
sanctuary — come at that time — do not bother us on
the other six days of the week.”

Our Lord truly did identify such people:
““hypocrites!”’ They were self-condemned! They were
ready to forget Sabbath regulations (and such applica-
tions were only tradition) if it related to their pocket
book in the form of livestock. But there was some-
thing unholy about caring for physical need in the
worship service — dear God, forgive us!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Indeed I do want to read this all over again and as it
were written only for my eyes. I never saw it before
but our Lord used the fact that both the woman and
the animals were tied down as a point of comparison.
The ox and the donkey were tied and waiting in their
stall. They were very thirsty and in need of refresh-
ment. The long day of the Sabbath will not pass until
human kindness (if nothing else) will move the owner
out to the barn and lead them to drink. One day with-
out drink is one thing, but to be bound for eighteen
years without the water of life is quite another! Oh,
dear Father, thank you for the One who cares about
the bound and thirsty and who can set them (me)
free!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that my Lord was indignant over the
real needs of men. (2) Thank you for the clear stupid-
ity of the words of the synagogue ruler. (3) Thank
you that Jesus was not afraid to make people angry
or hurt their feelings. (4) Thank you that human need
took precedence over all other needs in the mind of
my Lord. (5) Thank you that Jesus spoke so kindly of
this woman in calling her: “‘a daughter of Abraham.”’
(6) Thank you for the tender words: *“. . . whom
Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years.” (7)
Thank you, praise you we are by him set free!

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““. . . be set free on the Sabbath day from what
bound her.”” 1t did seem a most appropriate day upon
which to be made free. The Sabbath was given to
commemorate two wonderful events: Creation and the
giving of the law. Our Lord created healing for the
woman out of the same energy that he used with the
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Father to create the world in the beginning. Praise his
name. Qur Lord came to set this woman free from
the law of sin and of death. He was to consummate
on the cross that freedom for her and every woman
and man upon this earth. Truly the day of rest was
just that for this poor person. The first Sabbath rest
she had in eighteen long years. Glory be to yourself!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I try to separate the real from the unreal — the form
from the substance. I lift up these requests with such
a purpose in mind: (1) Jesus healed not just to make
people comfortable — have I accepted his purpose? Is
he truly Lord of my life? Men and women are
““bound” by Satan — their one need is the ‘“‘water of
life.”” How shall I lead them to it — to him? (2) Give
me your estimate of the important — and the unim-
portant. (3) I want to appreciate more than ever my
sonship as a son of Abraham and yourself.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I hear you say to me: (1) “‘I do not want any of my
children bound — except to me."” (2) “Total liberty is
total chaos.’" (3) ““Every day can be the day of rest
for you." (4) “‘Satan has no personal interest in
you.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Africa — Point for prayer: The African Church in
crisis. Prayer and effort will have to be made to con-
serve the fruit of growth and prevent spiritual tragedy
on a massive scale. (a) Much church growth has been
without a deep repentance from sin and the works of
darkness. (b) Many have come to faith, but lack
teaching. (c) The critical lack of trained leadership is
crippling growth.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

I am resolved no longer to linger,
Charmed by the world’s delight;
Things that are higher, things that are nobler,
These have allured my sight.

I will hasten to Him, Hasten so glad and free,
Jesus greatest, highest,

I will come to Thee.
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WEEK TWELVE
—Monday—

Teach us how to be quiet in our spirit.
Open our inner self to hear what you
are saying in these verses. Gladly we
worship you!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted
among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. The
Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our
Jortress” (Psa. 46:10,11). What will I learn if I am
quiet? Much more than if I say anything because you
have so much more to say and I can not listen if I am
speaking. Oh, how much you do indeed say about
yourself and your Son — how convinced 1 am that
you are God! All the evidence of your person is in
your word — I hear Lord! If I am still and quiet I
can put into perspective what I have already seen and
heard. It is indeed in quietness that I learn how to
discipline my thoughts and turn them to you.

This verse is in quotation marks in the translation
(NIV) I use. I wonder why? Is it that you yourself are
saying these words?

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I would indeed receive these words as direct from
heaven. What do you say? This is a positive assertion:
‘I will be exalted among the nations.’’ Dear Lord it
will be easy to see this come to fulfillment when you
send your Son the second time, but I do not believe
you had such a thought in mind. You want your Son
exalted in the midst of the 220 nations of the world
RIGHT NOW! Even the physical earth will honor and
exalt you when you change the ‘‘eager expectation’’
into reality. This old decaying world will be liberated
and brought into glorious freedom (Rom. 8:19-21).
Praise your almighty name. | am ashamed we have
not done so much more in raising your name among
the nations of the world.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Do we really want these words to find fulfillment?
I.e. that all nations will exalt you? In America we are
far, far too comfortable to want this word completed
in our lives. There are too many bugs and snakes —
and besides, ‘“They have their own religion,"” why
bother them? 1 am confessing the sins of others —
but I include myself. I must feel somewhat this way
or I would go on much more than a temporary visit
to these far off places. (This was written in Goiania,
Brazil.) Dear Lord, we are *“‘blood guilty’” before you.
Forgive me, I cannot, and do not ask for others —
but for myself — I can do my part in the part of the
world where I live, but there are thousands of others
to do it where I live. The only recourse I have is that
1 can multiply my effectiveness in others I help pre-
pare.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

We’ve a story to tell to the nations

That shall turn their hearts to the right,

A story of truth and mercy,

A story of peace and light,

A story of peace and light.

For the darkness shall turn to dawning,

And the dawning to noonday bright,

And Christ’s great kingdom shall come to earth,
The kingdom of love and light.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

"When he said this, all his opponents were
humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the
wonderful things he was doing. —Luke 13:17, NIV



READ HIS WORD TO HIM

I take some kind of satisfaction in this beautiful cli-
mactic verse. To read that: “‘a/l his opponents were
humiliated’’ is the triumph he deserves and we are
glad he achieved. But were his opponents changed?
We like to believe some of them were. You know
them all by name — and what happened to every one.
Did their humiliation lead to repentance and joy? Lest
we become too happy over the delight of the crowd —
we need to remember it was this same kind of crowd
who were to cry: “‘crucify him.”” Their joy was super-
ficial. There are always those who want to see ‘‘the
establishment’ torn down. They were delighted with
his wondrous acts — but did they see behind them to
the One who did them? We want to belicve sonie of
them did.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

At least one in this crowd can be delighted with all
the wondrous things he did with a full knowledge of
the meaning of all he did. What wondrous things are
you doing among us today? Dear Lord, open my eyes
that I may see the eternal transaction that happens
when one person is brought out of darkness into light
— from the power of Satan unto yourself! This is a
liberation greater than that of the woman in the
synagogue long ago. Such “‘greater works’’ is why
you came — and why you returned to the Father,
Yea, and why you sent the blessed Holy Spirit, Dear
Lord I do want to share in this labor for you!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the powerful words of Jesus that
divided the thoughts and the intents of the hearts of
these men — and all men. (2) Thank you that one day
all his opponents will know he is Lord — and God.
(3) Thank you for the ‘“‘common people’® who hear
Jesus gladly — even today. (4) Thank you that Jesus
causes delight that does not go away. (5) Thank you
that Jesus is alive today working in our midst. (6)
Thank you that wonder and praise are so fitting
words to describe my Lord’s works. (7) Thank you
for the very, very brief time he was with us — that he
might be with us forever. (8) Thank you for helping
me in the last few days of personal worship.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

. .. but the people were delighted with all the
wonderful things he was doing.” Why were they
delighted? Was it because some friend of theirs had
been made well? This could be a cause of real joy.
When this was repeated over and over again it is easy
to see a whole large crowd of people full of excited
comments about the wonder of being made whole.
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We wish Luke had told us more of these ‘‘wonderful
things.”” It would seem that no one really understood.
The synagogue ruler didn’t — the Pharisees didn’t.
The people were superficial in their understanding!
Did this bother our Lord? I have spoken when I felt
very few really understood (like last night), How I do
want to be like Jesus in this regard.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

My dear Lord triumphed! What happened to his op-
ponents? It was so long ago — and so very far away.
However, you have a record of the whereabouts of
everyone who was there! I lift up these requests out of
this one verse: (1) May my humilition lead me to
repentance! I do need to change. (2) Give me an om-
niscient view of the work — the teaching — and the
life of my Lord. (3) I do want to delight in your Son
and my Lord — I need a fresh look at him! (4) My
life and activities seem so circumscribed! Enlarge my
horizon! Take me back to him,

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

There is a whole volume of truth in this one verse —
teach me from it: (1) ““You are like the woman who
was healed — aren’t you?’" (2) “There is glorious
freedom in believing — in accepting my miraculous
work of salvation.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Africa — Point for prayer: Islam is the strongest
ideological contender for the hearts of Africans. One
of the major needs for pioneer missionary advance in
Africa today is among the millions of uncommitted
followers of traditional religions who live in a belt
across the continent from Senegal to Ethiopia. Pray
that uncommitted peoples may be evangelized before
they turn to Islam.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Sinners Jesus will receive:
Sound this word of grace to all
Who the heav’nly pathway leave,
All who linger, all who fall.

Come, and He will give you rest;
Trust Him, for His word is plain;
He will take the sinfulest:
Christ receiveth sinful men.



168

WEEK TWELVE
—Tuesday—

You are on your throne in heaven and
all is right with the world. I am saying
with the psalmist; “‘God reigns over the
nations.’’ Teach me in the closet what
this means to me.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a
psalm of praise. God reigns over the nations; God is
seated on his holy throne. . . . for the kings of the
earth belong to God; he is greatly exalted”’ (Psa.
47:7,8,9b). It is easy to accept the fact that you are
King of all the earth, at least the physical world. The
more one observes your physical creation the more
full of wonder we are. In the jungles of Brazil there is
an incredible mass of vegetation. You are aware of
every leaf and insect in the midst of that medley. I
can and do sing a song of praise for the wonder of
your creative power.

Surely the next phrase must refer to your potential
ruling over the nations of the world. Or do you have
a subtle plan that is being worked out contrary to
what any of the kings of this earth knows?

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

The statement in verse nine: ‘‘the kings (shields) of
the earth belong to God’’ is to me totally amazing! It
does sound here like we are to understand you are in-
volved in politics! Such is a bad word — you are in-
volved in raising up and tearing down kings and king-
doms. Praise your name that I can place my confi-
dence in your sovereign will being worked out in the
affairs of men. Whether you own the kings or their
shields you manage the fortunes of their kingdoms.
How full of wonder I am at the subtleties with which
you rule in the affairs of men! I am so glad to
acknowledge such — even if I do not at all under-
stand it.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

It is so easy to forget these powerful promises. The

news reported in all the media gives no recognition —
let alone honor to yourself, It will be a real interesting
experience to be present to find out who was the con-
trolling power behind all the nations of the world.
Please forgive me for living as if this were not at all
true. I cannot imagine the amazement on the faces of
those in high places when they know of your part in
all that has happened. I do wish I could remain much
more god-conscious on an international level. I can if
I will — dear Lord, help me!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness,

And wonders of His love,

And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders of His love.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

8Then Jesus asked, ‘‘what is the kingdom of God
like? What shall I compare it to? It is like a mustard
seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It
grew, became a tree, and the birds of the air perched
in its branches.”” —Luke 13:18-19, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Such a meaningful description of your work in the
hearts of men! Your rule in our hearts is like the small
grain of mustard seed. But first of all someone must
plant it! Oh for the privilege of being that man. I am
glad I have been able to plant your living word in the
hearts of many men and women. In this seed is the
eternal energy of your very self! I am glad my Lord
compared life to ‘‘a garden.”” So often this imagery



becomes a part of your expression. | much prefer
your descriptions of life and your work in the hearts
of men to the downbeat crude words of men.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

How I do want to open my heart to receive what you
have said. If my Lord said you would be as fruitful in
the hearts of men as a mustard seed in the garden,
then 7 want to believe it. How we need to plant it —
how we need to plant it in faith and full assurance
that it will grow and become a great tree! It was re-
cognized by all, Notice the obvious helpful points in
these two verses: (1) The rule of God in the lives of
men begins with the seed of tremendous power. (2) It
was lodged in the heart. (3) The rule of yourself is
rapid when we want you as Lord. (4) Your rule has
real practical value and outreach.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that my Lord found ways of illustrat-
ing his teaching. (2) Thank you for your rule in
human hearts. (3) Thank you for the desire to honor
my Lord. (4) Thank you that your own divine life is
in the seed — the mustard seed of the kingdom. (5)
Thank you for the one who planted the seed in the
garden of my life. (6) Thank you for the promise of
wondrous growth. (7) Thank you for the tremendous
use and influence your kingdom can have.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“ .. and the birds of the air perched in its
branches.”’ There are several possible points of inter-
est in this little phrase: (1) The birds of the heaven no
doubt represent people in ‘“‘high places’’ — who are
attracted to the kingdom. (2) These persons are at-
tracted as a natural response — as birds to trees.
There is something solidly real about Christianity. (3)
These persons seek shelter. Christianity is essentially a

source of encouragement. This is one of the largest at-

tractions: i.e. that we can find ‘“‘a shelter in the time
of storm.'" (4) It is from such a perspective one can
look at life and find protection. Looking at life from
our Lord’s view gives us a vista into eternity past and
eternity to come.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself

in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

Every day there are 41,000 unborn babies aborted?
How many new births are aborted? Every day your
seed is planted in the hearts of men — how many
seeds? How imperceptively are they dropped into the
human heart! Dear Lord, for every book we mail —
for every lesson taught — for every leaflet distributed
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the mustard seed is in it! Protect it — water it — fer-
tilize it. There is a strange and beautiful unobtrusive-
ness about the character and mission of your Son —
this does so encourage me! His whole contribution to
the human race was but a mustard seed — ah, but
what a tree it produced.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Continue to reach my conscience. (1) ‘““How hopeless
seemed the task of my Son, but so is the law of the
Spirit.”” (2) ““The seed is a man — a man is the seed
— learn — learn from this.” (3) “The good news has
the principle of indestructible vitality in it.””

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Asia — Points for praise: (1) The gospel has been
preached in nearly every country in Asia. Only in the
Maldives and Mongolia is there no organized indige-
nous church. (2) The most dramatic advances have oc-
curred over the past 20 year, Notable is the growth in
South Korea, China and Indonesia. (3) The rapidly
growing missionary movement in Asian churches is
encouraging. Many young Asians are enthused with a
vision for a lost world.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

The Church’s one foundation
Is Jesus Christ her Lord;
She is His new creation
By water and the word;
From heav'n He came and sought her
To be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her,
And for her life He died.

Elect from ev'ry nation

Yet one o’er all the earth;

Her charter of salvation,

One Lord, one faith, one birth;

One holy name she blesses,

Partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses,

With ev'ry grace endued.
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WEEK TWELVE
—Wednesday—

Just here we praise you for the great
and the small in life. You can be the joy
of our whole life. Make it so just for to-
day.

S o

Wiz

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Great is the Lord, and most worthy of praise, in the
city of our God, his holy mountain. It is beautiful in
its laoftiness, the joy of the whole earth’ (Psa. 48:1,2).
Dear Lord, 1 want to praise you for your greatness.
You are great in mercy and because of this all men
can lift their hearts in joy to you. (Ah, that all men
would know of such mercy and accept it.) You are
great in kindness — in the little things that make life
more comfortable. I attribute every one of them ulti-
mately to you! You are great in hope — surely we
would have long ago died in the slough of despond
without the bright hope you kindle in the heart of all
men. Bless your holy name!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

The above has indeed been *‘just for me.”" I cannot,
however, with the son of Korah extol the beauties of
Jerusalem for you no longer live there. The city of
yourself, your holy mountain is found in the hearts
and lives of your children (essentially this has always
been true). Such an abiding place is indeed: “‘beau-
tiful in its loftiness.”” The place where your Son was
nailed to the cross has been elevated until all the earth
can see him! It is in him and his death that you dwell
— because of him and in him we seek and find your
abiding place and our abiding place. Such indeed
becomes ‘‘the joy of the whole earth.’” Forgiveness
and salvation for all!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

My blessed Father, this morning my heart is indeed
full of praise and adoration. But such is not always
true. There are days when I can hardly see above the
horizon of my own little petty problems. Forgive me.

You are always worthy to be praised; I am not re-
sponding to reality when I fail to praise you.

I want to assimilate the truth that you are living even
now in the bodies of your children. As a universal
assembly they compose your own city, your holy
mountain, beautiful in loftiness and the joy of the
whole earth. This is more than I can truly compre-
hend! Open my mind and emotions to receive this
lovely fact.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

I love Thy kingdom, Lord,

The house of Thine abode,

The Church our blest Redeemer saved
With His own precious blood.

I love Thy Church, O God!

Her walls before Thee stand

Dear as the apple of Thine eye,

And graven on Thy hand.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

WAgain he asked, ““What shall I compare the kingdom
of God to? It is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all
through the dough."” —Luke 13:20,21, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

It is good to know such verses are talking about us!
You are telling each of us just how we should evalu-
ate the message we believe and teach. There is incredi-
ble growth potential in what we speak. ““A woman”’
could indeed represent the bride of your Son. It is im-
portant that we see several facts in this brief parable:
(1) The yeast must be possessed, held, known by the



woman. We can’t and won’t mix in the yeast if we do
not even know what we have. (2) It must be mixed in-
to the dough. Yeast only becomes non-operative when
it is kept apart from the flour. (3) The promise is that
the whole world could be permeated with the good
news!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

I am glad to say I know something of the power of
the yeast you have given me. | believe in the promises
of growth and influence. But I have not been as in-
volved as I want to be in mixing this leaven into the
dough. I have made it possible for others to do it. In
human computations this is good — and no doubt
you rejoice this is so. But I long to be personally in-
volved in mixing in the yeast. Help me — open my
eyes and break my heart. (I realize these are danger-
ous requests, but I dare to make them!) I confidently
expect you to give me opportunity to see answers to-
day! May | be willing!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the multiplied pictures we have of
your rule in men’s hearts. (2) Thank you for the built-
in growth potential in the kingdom. (3) Thank you
that to us you have given the yeast for the world. (4)
Thank you we do not have to look far to find a place
to plant the seed or hide the leaven. (5) Thank you
that leaven has a way of working on its own. (6)
Thank you we cannot take the credit, but we are
working with you. (7) Thank you for the promise of
world leavening that is always before us.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““ . . until it worked all through the dough.’’ How
wonderful is the promise that in any situation it is
possible to leaven the whole lump! However each part
of the dough must have contact with the yeast. There
is no way that indirect work can accomplish this pur-
pose. The ramifications of this principle applied to
evangelism are tremendous. Someone worked out the
equation that if one person won one person and that
person won another and the process was repeated
thirty-three times the whole world would have been
won.

What a beautiful figure: it is in the production of
bread our Lord chose to show us the world can be
won. He himself is the bread we become. He himself
is the leaven hidden in our hearts.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

As you speak to my heart | respond with these re-
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quests: (1) I know *‘the glad tidings of great joy'' has
fabulous growth potential — ah, teach me more about
it! (2) Just how can I mix the yeast in the world in
which I live? (3) Keep the whole wide world ever
before me. Your rule in my heart must be first and
foremost — people learn from what we are. (4) Open
doors of information to just how your yeast is raising
the level of this lost world — I need to see the whole
picture.

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

This text has truly reached my deep need — continue
to do so — I am listening: (1) ‘‘Please see that leaven
is from the outside — it is nof a part of ‘human
nature.” " (2) ““Leaven changes the nature of the meal
— this is how I work.”" (3) ‘““Leaven uses the composi-
tion of the meal — as well as changing it.”’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Asia — Point for prayer: The Church, as a whole, is
stagnant or even losing ground in Sri Lanka, parts of
India, Bangladesh, Taiwan and, to an extent, even
Hong Kong, though in each land the more evangelistic
bodies are growing. There is much nominalism that
needs to be replaced by a living, vibrant faith.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

My stubborn will at last hath yielded;
I would be Thine and Thine alone;
And this the prayer my lips are bringing,
““Lord, let in me Thy will be done.”
Sweet will of God, still fold me closer,
Till I am wholly lost in Thee;
Sweet will of God, still fold me closer,
Till I am wholly lost in Thee.

I'm tired of sin, footsore and weary;
The darksome path hath dreary grown;
But now a light has ris'n to cheer me:
I find in Thee my Star, my Sun
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WEEK TWELVE
—Thursday—

I want to honor you in my attitudes —
towards you — toward others —
toward myself. Help me just now!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Within your temple, O God, we meditate on your
unfailing love. Like your name, O God, your praise
reaches to the ends of the earth; your right hand is
Jilled with righteousness’’ (Psa. 48:9,10). Since we are
your temple today this could be a beautiful expression
of our personal worship before you! You are within
us and we are within you. We want to lose ourselves
in contemplation on the One who lives in us! Your
love is indeed unfailing. It is a blessing to review in
our mind the examples of your faithfulness in love to
the nation of Israel from Egypt’s bondage to
Canaan’s happy land. It is a great source of wonder
to review the last 200 years’ history of the U.S.A. and
mark your unfailing love. Most of all it is a source of
praise to meditate on the past fifty years of my own
experience and see over and over again your goodness
to me!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

Were the whole world a stadium and all mankind
were seated in it as spectators; were there some way
of placing before us the qualities of yourself for our
praisc wc would never cease to express our honor to
yourself. Through the endless ages we would be
amazed over and over again at the different facets of
your unfailing love. How | want to praise you in a
somewhat adequate manner.

In your right hand is the scepter of righteousness —
i.e. you have always decided what is right for all men.
Most especially for me. In another turn to our medi-
tation we can say that by the power of your right
hand you have declared me righteous. Not of myself
— but because of your unfailing love!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Within your temple meditations on other matters than
your unfailing love have happened. I am ashamed and
embarrassed to consider what has received time and
thought within your holy place. Much of our medita-
tion is useless and meaninglessness. Must life be taken
up with such subjects? Some have no moral value but
simply take up time that could be so much better
spent in your presence. Forgive me. If the innumer-
able hosts of heaven praise you constantly why is it
thought absurd that we do the same? Of course such
beings live ‘‘by sight’” in your eternal presence. I do
want to come closer to this ideal. Help me!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy voice,
And it told Thy love to me;

But I long to rise in the arms of faith,

And be closer drawn to Thee.

Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord,

To the cross where Thou hast died;

Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord,

To Thy precious, bleeding side.

Open your hiymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

2Then Jesus went through the cities and villages,
teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. ®Someone
asked him, **Lord, are only a few people going to be
saved?”’

He said to them, ***Make every effort to enter
through the narrow door, because many, I tell you,
will try to enter and will not be able to. *Once the
owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you
will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open
the door for us.’



““But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you
come from.’

%‘‘Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you,
and you taught in our streets.’

#7“‘But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you
come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!” ”’
—Luke 13:22-27, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

All the preaching our Lord does from 13:22 through
17:10 is apparently done ‘‘beyond’’ the Jordan in
Perea. (See John 10:22ff.) There seem to be three fac-
tors present that call forth this question: (1) Many
were following him no more. Defection and dissatis-
faction were seen on every hand. (2) Jesus was in-
creasingly emphasizing the individual responsibility
for salvation. (3) There was a strong opposition to
our Lord and his words and works by the Jewish au-
thorities. How blessed it would have been to follow
through the towns and villages and listen to his
teachings. I can just now at least hear his words:
“Make every effort to enter through the narrow
door. . .."

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Dear Lord, I do want to indeed make every effort to
enter through your Son into the life that is life in-
deed! Once again I am impressed with his exclusive-
ness. The way of salvation and service is just as nar-
row as his words.

There will be a time when the owner of heaven (even
yourself) will close the door and no amount of plead-
ing will open it again. This is one awesome thought.
How brief at best is the life we have — briefer still
are the opportunities that come to us to yield our
hearts to him. It is only by such yielding that we real-
ly get to know our Lord. Social contact and super-
ficial listening will never, never be enough. Dear
Lord, I want to enter the narrow door!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the question that put salvation into
focus. (2) Thank you we are all called upon to make a
personal effort to surrender our thoughts and our de-
sires to yours. (3) Thank you that we have been told
some who associated with you will go to hell. (4)
Thank you for these strong words: socializing is not
at all enough! (5) Thank you for the plain promise of
life after death — as seen in Abraham, Isaac, Jacob
and all the prophets. (6) Thank you that evildoers are
equated with those who do not enter the narrow door.
(7) Thank you I can truly eat and drink with you to-
day.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

173
READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“I do not know you or where you came from." Since
our Lord had omniscience this was quite a statement!
What he meant, of course, was that he never shared
in what they did or in the place from whence they
came. The opposite is also true: my Lord does know
me in the intimate manner of a husband with his wife
— there are no erotic overtones in this, but there is all
the dearness and tenderness of marriage in the rela-
tionship. Our Lord lives in the same house with us in
the person of the Holy Spirit. My Lord’s words are
given in the context of death and salvation. Our love
for and living with Jesus is not just a lovely ideal — it
is an eternal necessity!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

The question asked here has not lost its impact — all
the factors that originally prompted the question are
again present. I open my ears to hear his answer. [ do
so in these requests: (1) I hear your Son speak to me
— his voice — his tone — his manner are all full of
love and personal concern for my needs — but I must
enter — I must obey. Help me blessed Lord. (2) I am
eager for a relationship that is much more than social
— more than religious — the dearness and tenderness
of marriage can be — will be mine. Work in me to
“will and do’’!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I pause to look up — to wait — to listen. Speak to
me: (1) *‘I love you — I can do no less — but I can
do much more — you must share my desires.”” (2) ‘I
desire that none perish — how many do you want to
see go to hell?” (3) ““Wake up.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Asia — Point for prayer: The Church is under
pressure from, or discriminated against by, non-
Christian religious majorities. In some countries,
almost the entire Christian community is drawn from
the more isolated, or despised sections of society. On-
ly the Holy Spirit can sweep away barriers erected by
man, which stop the flow of life to other communities
in these lands. The breakthrough must yet come.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
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WEEK TWELVE
—Friday—

In my heart of hearts I want to “‘walk
about Zion.”’ Teach me yet again of
your eternalness as I enter this time of
worship.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Walk about Zion, go around her, count her towers,
consider well her ramparts, view her citadels, that you
may tell of them to the next generation. For this God
is our God for ever and ever; he will be our guide
even to the end’’ (Psa. 48:12-14). This is saying
something about yourself in your kingdom enterprise
for all generations. ‘‘Zion’’ represents your collective
work in the hearts of men. It was physical and tempo-
rary in the days of David, it is spiritual and eternal in
our day. I have been walking about Zion down here
in Chile and Brazil, South America. I have found 85
to 90 assemblies. As I ““count the towers and consider
her ramparts’’ I do want to remember what I have
seen and tell it to the next generation.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

Dear Lord, the citadels of your presence, the
strongholds of your outreach are marvelous to behold!
If somehow we can communicate (0 every generation
the wonder of service to our Lord we will soon reach
this world for you. It is the sense of service to you —
of worship to you — of learning at your feet that
keeps us going in your kingdom building. Dear Lord,
somehow help me to encourage these dear ones who
are indeed on the front line of battle. It can be very,
very lovely on the frontier — and in the wilds of a
new country some of these, your servants, are labor-
ing for you. Dear Lord, impress upon me, and
through me to them: . . . this is our God for ever
and ever; he will be our guide to the end.”

How do you personally relate to this guality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devetional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

How easy it is to lose this sense of purpose when we
return to the ease of America! I want to remember

““Zion"' is also set up in America! To ‘“‘walk about
Zion" is to walk about yourself! No organization —
no human institution can ever suffice. The psalmist
said after his viewing of the city: **For this is our
God. . . ."" Indeed it is! Only the divine qualities of
yourself give value to what we are or do. To *'count
the towers”’ is to number the qualities of yourself that
give us a view of life — a perspective on eternity. Oh
Lord, how I need this. When I “‘consider well”* your
impregnable defense against all the forces of darkness
I am greatly encouraged. My security becomes a won-
derful reality. Your ‘‘citadels’” must be your offensive
centers. Give me a place in them along with others
who love your appearing.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

A mighty fortress is our God,
A bulwark never failing;

Our helper He amid the flood
Of mortal ills prevailing:

For still our ancient foe

Doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great,
And, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

““There will be weeping and grinding of teeth when
you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the pro-
phets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves
thrown out. *People will come from east and west
and north and south, and will take their places at the
feast in the kingdom of God. *¥Indeed there are those
who are last who will be first, and first who will be
last.”” —Luke 13:28-30, NIV



READ HIS WORD TO HIM

My Lord is saying it will be very difficult for the Jews
to change their minds (or repent) about the universali-
ty of the Messianic kingdom. In answer to the ques-
tion: ““Lord are only a few people going to be
saved?' he says “‘No'" — not few, but many! Even
those who have not had opportunity to hear the
Messiah — to eat and drink with him. Persons such
as Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and all the prophets
will be saved. But each of these men came to God by
the narrow door of “‘agonizing, struggling, self-
sacrificing faith." Without this same kind of faith
you will suffer weeping and gnashing of teeth as you
stand on the outside looking in. Salvation or Kingdom
citizenship will depend upon acceptance of God’s mer-
cy by faith just as these men did.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text, Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

If Jesus had not mentioned those from the east and
the west there would be no hope of our salvation.
There are going to be some wonderful and shocking
surprises on the judgment day. Now is the time to
awake to reality — **. ., there are those who are last
who will be first, and first who will be last.”” Some
people whom the world would consider of no value
will be first into the kingdom. Others the world con-
sider prime prospects for salvation will not be saved. 1
want to apply this text to myself: I want the same
kind of faith as the patriarchs and the prophets. I
want to be last in my own estimate. Dear Lord, 1
struggle with the same religious pride found in these
Pharisees! Help me!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that Jesus was not at all intimidated by
the religious leaders of his day. (2) Thank you that
Jesus is the One who throws people out of the king-
dom. (3) Thank you that he himself is the narrow
door. (4) Thank you for those from the east and the
west who are even now entering the kingdom of your-
self. (5) Thank you for the feast I have here in your
kingdom. (6) Thank you for the provisions you have
made for the eternal kingdom. (7) Thank you that
because of your grace we who were last have become
first,

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

*“. . . those who are last will be first; and the first
shall be last."" These words are true in several ways:
(1) Those who think they are last in their contribution
to life will find to their total amazement that so much
more was done through their influence than they ever

dreamed. On the other hand some who consider them-

selves first will find that so much of their work was
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wood, hay and stubble. (2) The last in man’s estimate
has so many times been the first in the estimate of
God. Matthew Levi was last on the social ladder —
Jesus called him and he has become first. The same
could be said of Zacchaeus. Jesus called four fisher-
men who were surely last in human estimate to be his
special ‘‘sent ones.’” Praise your name for your won-
drous grace!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

How very much is said about heaven and the world to
come — how little do we emphasize this vital subject.
I am glad to lift up these requests about the life to
come: (1) Enlarge my expectations! There are few
things. I enjoy more than a good meal with a good
friend — a good meal in pleasant surroundings with
my wife is my high joy! Since I am the bride of your
Son I can only await the marriage supper with won-
der. (2) Give me the confidence that comes out of
your love not my good works. (3) I anticipate meeting
50 many interesting people — prepare my heart to
share with them.

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I pause to hear the words of my Lord for my heart:
(1) ““There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth —
for some.”" (2) *“. . . they will come from the east and
the west, and the north and the south. . . ."” (3)

‘. . . some are last who will be first — and some are
first who will be last.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Asia — Point for prayer: Persecution is very real in
Communist states. Despite the greater degree of free-
dom for Christians in China, there are believers in
prison for their faith., The Church, where it exists, on-
ly does so illegally in North Korea, Mongolia and
Kampuchea. In Vietnam, Christians are under con-
stant surveillance and pressure.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Buried with Christ, my blessed Redeemer,
Dead to the old life of folly and sin;
Satan may call, the world may entreat me,
There is no voice that answers within.
Dead to the world, to voices that call me,
Living anew, obedient but free;

Dead to the joys that once did enthrall me —
Yet ’tis not 1, Christ liveth in me.
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WEEK TWELVE
—Saturday—

Anticipation — deep longing for being
taken unto yourself is at least one
motive for my worship. Enlarge my
understanding!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“But God will redeem my soul from the grave; he will
surely take me to himself. A man who has riches
without understanding is like the beasts that perish™
(Psa. 49:15,20). Bless your wonderful name, even in
this ancient document is this plain promise — this
bright hope. We have been delivered from the fear of
the grave, How much brighter is this hope since your
Son came. Thank you for the assurance that life con-
tinues beyond the grave. This is but a door into your
presence. There is a personal interest indicated here:
you know me and love me and will take me into your
own home. Riches seem to be indeed the goal of men
upon this earth. Unless we understand the purpose
and limitations of riches we are no better at the end
of life than a dead dog or lion.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal,

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

All the blessed promises of the N.T. are added to this
beautiful verse from the Psalms. You have already
purchased me for yourself and delivered me from the
fear of death. I repeat over and over again the words
of your Son, ‘‘He that liveth and believeth in me shall
never die!”” My body will die and be dissolved, but I
shall never die. I shall never be separated from you; I
will be but translated into your eternal presence.
Praise your name!

All Americans are rich in the estimate of many third-
world countries. Shall we use what we have with your
understanding? Will we plan so our riches will con-
tinue to bless men after we are dead? Dear Lord,
open my mind to know how best to do this!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

How can it be that there are times when I fear death?

Do 1 fear the unknown possible pain associated with
leaving this life? Is it fear of the uncertainty con-
nected with this day of departure? This is true. But [
want to be able to say with no hesitancy: ““To die is
gain’’; *‘1 have a desire to depart the body which is
far better.” Dear Lord, forgive me when these words
have become but pious platitudes, and not living testi-
monies of my faith! I believe that just back of the
shadow called this life is your eternal self! You are
awaiting eagerly to take us unto yourself! Keep this
fact ever fresh and new and real before me. How easy
it is to fall in love with what we imagine riches can do
— open my understanding!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Be not aweary, for labor will cease
Some glad morning;
Turmoil will change into infinite peace,
Some bright morning.
Some bright morning,
Some glad morning,
When the sun is shining in th’eternal sky
Some bright morning,
Some glad morning,
We shall see the Lord of Harvest,
By and by.
Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

M At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said
to him, “‘Leave this place and go somewhere else.
Herod wants to kill you.”

2He replied, ‘‘Go tell that fox, ‘I will drive out
demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on
the third day I will reach my goal.’ ¥In any case, I
must keep going today and tomorrow and the next



day — for surely no prophet can die outside
Jerusalem!”" —Luke 13:31-33, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

I do want to see these words just as if I had never
read them before! It seems very strange that Pharisees
of all men should warn our Lord about the murder-
ous intentions of Herod. There was no love for our
Lord on the part of these men — unless Nicodemus
or Joseph of Arimathea was behind the request. I do
not know the purpose of these words, but 1 do appre-
ciate the influence our Lord had in Galilee and Perea
and over the lives of the Pharisees,

My Lord used a metaphor in describing Herod and it
was not at all complimentary, but it did look into his
heart and read his character. Jesus said he was not
leaving until he was ready — the plots of Herod
would not influence him at all!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Jesus knows the hearts of all men. I wonder what
type of animal he might choose to describe me? Am I
a fox? A jackal? A rat? A weasel? Dear Lord, I am
glad you know my heart. It is not in me either to
know my own heart, or the hearts of others. How I
wish I could be confident in either the presence of
demons or casting them out. I know demons are pre-
sent — but just how to define their work or cast them
out is a problem with me. Help me Lord!

Jesus was sarcastic! This is a bit of a shock. I need to
see with whom and the purpose of his sarcasm. It was
with the Pharisees and its purpose was to let them
know he did not fear Herod. It also pointed to his
coming death in Jerusalem.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that Jesus’ enemies recognized his
tremendous influence. (2) Thank you for the historical
accuracy of these Gospel accounts. (3) Thank you for
the total fearlessness of my Lord! (4) Thank you that
Jesus knew what was in all men. (5) Thank you that
Jesus was never in a hurry — and yetl was never late.
(6) Thank you for the biting sarcasm Jesus used on
these religious leaders. (7) Thank you I can be drawn
up short as I consider the fact that my Lord knows all
my intentions before my actions.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

*“. . . for surely no prophet can die outside
Jerusalem.'’ How powerfully ironic were these words
of Jesus! He let these Pharisees who attempted to
warn him about Herod know that he both knew
Herod and did not fear him. The Pharisees really
wanted Jesus in Judea or Jerusalem so they could at-
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tempt to trap him or in some way destroy him. Jesus
wanted these men to know he understood them and
their character just as well as he did that of Herod.
How cutting these few words must have been to the
hearts of the Pharisees. ‘*Surely no prophet can die
outside Jerusalem.’” He will be in Jerusalem soon so
they like their fathers can kill God’s prophet!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

Look into my heart dear Lord — how would you
metaphorically describe me? I want to be your sheep
— not Satan’s goat. I lift up these requests out of this
strange encounter: (1) Since it is not in me to know
my own heart or to direct my own steps — I cast my-
self at your feet. (2) Threats did not intimidate my
Lord — give me his resolve and clarity of purpose. (3)
Rulers did not run his life — he described them —
and Herod in particular for what they were — may |
be like him who is King of kings! (4) Sooner or later
all of us — beginning with me — must say like your
dear Son: “J must!”’ How is it with your own
priorities in my life? Help me dear Lord!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

These are searching words — I let the barriers down
— speak to my conscience: (1) *‘It is possible to be
dead wrong and have no emotional response to the
fact.” (2) ““Emotions are always by-products of deci-
sions — ‘Strive to enter into the narrow gate.’ "’ (3)
““Trust me — | know where I am going — [ am THE
WAY — I am reality!™

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

The Caribbean Area — Point for prayer: The relative
stagnation of the Church in the Caribbean is cause for
deep concern. Once Caribbean missionaries played a
major role in evangelizing West Africa. Why not
again? In many churches there is much enthusiasm,
but less depth and little outreach. There is much
religion without personal faith in Christ, and various
cults are making rapid inroads.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Who at the door is standing,
Patiently drawing near,
Entrance within demanding?
Whose is the voice I hear?
Sweetly the tones are falling:
““Open the door for Me!
If thou wilt heed My calling,
I will abide with thee.”
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WEEK THIRTEEN
—Sunday—

We have an All-Mighty One who calls
all men to him for rest or for judgment.
I bow before Him for rest.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“The Mighty One, God, the Lord, speaks and sum-
mons the earth from the rising of the sun to the place
where it sets” (Psa. 50:1). Bless your great and
wonderful name! In this one beautiful verse you are
described as: (1) The Mighty One — we might add the
All-Mighty One — and the Only Mighty One. How I
do like this quality of yourself! It so well fits all I
know of you. (2) The Lord — i.e. the One to whom
all men must ultimately answer. How sophisticated
man has become — i.e. in his own eyes. The real
sophisticate will one day call his creature to ac-
knowledge his Creator. (3) You will speak and sum-
mon all creation to stand up and be counted!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

My expression of praise to you . . . even as | attempt
this personal expression of praise | am beset on every
hand by interruptions — but | am determined you will
indeed receive from me praise and adoration. Such a
beautiful description of your power: *‘. . . the Lord
speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the
sun to the place where it sets.”” What seems to us to
be only the natural rising and setting of the sun is ac-
tually a result of your summons to rise and set. We
know it is but the rotation of the earth and the activi-
ty of the light and dark as a consequence — or do
we? Who was it who set such activity in motion?
Even your own Almighty Self. Praise your name!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

I struggle to keep your praise uppermost in my mind
and on my lips. I am making progress, but there are
other interests that continually clamor for my atten-
tion. Forgive my involvement in what I know is but

transitory. The more people I see in more countries
the more depression and unhappiness I see written on
the faces of so many. What a delight and joy springs
to our lips and emotion as we consider your almighti-
ness and power. Forgive me that I am not more often
at your throne of grace, It is a rare privilege to con-
fess my sin to such a Great One!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

I need Thee ev’ry hour,

In joy or pain;

Come quickly and abide,
Or life is vain.

I need Thee, O I need Thee;
Ev'ry hour I need Thee!

O bless me now, my Savior:
I come to Thee!

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

34440 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets
and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed
to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her
chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!
3Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you,
you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.' " —Luke
13:34,35, N1V

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

What blessed and burning words are these! No doubt
the reference to slaying the prophets in Jerusalem,
and his covert promise to come to Jerusalem remind-
ed Jesus of what would happen in this city in but
three months ahead. He was not nearly so grieved
over his own soon-coming death as he was over what




would happen as a culmination of Jerusalem's rejec-
tion of all God's efforts to gather them to his heart.
The figure of the hen and her chicks is a touching one
— **Of all the sad words of tongue or pen it is these
words, it might have been."’ Jesus expressed it in four
words: ““You were not willing.”” But one day they
would be willing! When it was too late and the sen-
tence had already been pronounced.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Dear Lord, I know how easy it is to assume I am
gathering to Him — but this can never be only an
assumption. I do wonder just how my Lord would
have fulfilled his words if the Jews of his day had
been willing. A more practical question is what this
means to me in my own personal life? It could mean,
as we attempt to relate to the figure of speech: (1)
The mother hen gives a signal in sound to the chicks
when danger approaches. They hurry under her wings
in response for security. How man many blessed
words he has given to me of danger. 1 hasten to abide
in him. (2) The mother hen leads her brood to the
area where food is found — when they have eaten they
return for rest and shade. How obvious of application
all this is to us.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the personal interest Jesus had for
the people of Jerusalem. (2) Thank you for the deep
emotional involvement my Lord had in the acceptance
or rejection of his message. (3) Thank you for the
message here that to reject his message is to reject
himself. (4) Thank you that Jesus gave Jerusalem
several opportunities. (5) Thank you for the com-
parison of the hen and the chicks — not very flatter-
ing as to intelligence, bul comforting as to interest. (6)
Thank you for the clear fact that without Jesus as
host the house is desolate. (7) Thank you that some
did sing: “‘Blessed is he that cometh in the name
(authority) of the Lord."”

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord"
(Psalm 118:26). It seems to me more than passing
strange that it is thought that this 118th Psalm is the
one our Lord and his apostles sang before they went
out into Gethsemane. It is an application of this verse
to the nation of Israel that has confounded scholars
for a long time. Just when were the words to find
fulfillment? They were sung when our Lord rode into
Jerusalem on a donkey — about three months from
the time they were spoken. Perhaps they were fulfilled
when Jerusalem was destroyed and the nation (house)
was left desolate in 70 A.D. There are others who
project these words ahead to his second coming when
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everyone — ‘‘Jews first”’ (?) will acknowledge his
Lordship and indeed say ‘‘Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord.”" At whatever time they had or
shall have historical fulfillment I want them to have
personal fulfillment now in my life!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

There are so many parallels between Israel in the time
of my Lord and the very religious people of our day.
1 lift these requests in an attempt to help us all: (1)
Only you know when the storm will break over our
land — when the thunder and lightning will come — [
am just one of your very small *‘chicks™ — help me
to hear and gather under your wings. (2) Lead me out
into a secure area — give me the common sense neces-
sary to follow you. (3) Show me again the tear-stained
face of your Son as he weeps over us — perhaps such
a view will touch our hearts.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

You have my attention — continue to speak to me:
(1) ““To reject my message — my words — is to reject
me."" (2) ““It is day — the night has not yet come —
let us be up and doing — not just ralking!?’ (3)
‘‘Blessed is he who comes by the authority of myself —
has this happened to you?"

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Eastern Europe — Point for prayer: Praise God for
the growth of the Church in Eastern Europe. In the
midst of suffering and trials, the Holy Spirit is work-
ing in many areas. God reigns today — even behind
the Iron Curtain! Evangelical believers have ultimately
increased in every country of the region since the
coming of Communism, with the possible exception
of Albania and Bulgaria.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it!
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb;
Redeemed through His infinite mercy,
His child, and forever, I am.
Redeemed, redeemed,
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb;
Redeemed, redeemed,
His child, and forever, I am.
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WEEK THIRTEEN
—Monday—

How good it is to have someone who
never lacks confidence — someone who
knows everything and everyone. Even
yourself!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“I have no need of a bull from your stall or of goats
JSrom your pens, for every animal of the forest is
mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills. I know every
bird in the mountains, and the creatures of the field
are mine. If I were hungry I would not tell you, for
the world is mine, and all that is in it”’ (Psa. 50:9-12).
What a tremendous statement of your total indepen-
dence and self-sufficiency. You told Israel that you
had no need for their domestic or wild animals since
all of them belonged to you. You know by name
every bird in the forest and every one of the small
animals of the fields. What a tremendous declaration
of omniscience and omnipotence! Thank you, thank
you for reminding me (and all men) that you do not
of your nature need us — we need you!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

You have chosen to need me — you could, and have,
existed before I or any men were created — but you
have in your infinite love created man for your com-
panionship. Praise your name! | want to take another
look at the world in which I live and affirm this bless-
ed truth: **. . . the world is mine (yours), and all that
is in it.”” How wonderful that since you made me for
yourself and you created the world for yourself you
also created it for me! Oh bless your wonderful
wisdom and love. When I accept the fact that your
own infinite reasoning is behind the world in which
we live I can look at it and evaluate with meanings
that have no end!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

How often do we imagine you could not get along
without us. Or at least this is the impression we

create. If you were hungry, or in any other way in
need you would not ask us for help because you, as a
part of your own nature have created more than ade-
quate provisions for yourself. You are not at all in-
debted to me — you own me nothing — utterly
nothing. 1 owe you all things. At the same time I in
you and because of you have all things and abound!
Forgive me for ‘“‘laying claim’ to anything except as a
gift from you. All of your promises are ‘‘yea and
amen’’ — but only because you have said so — not
because you owe me anything. I want to keep this
record straight — help me!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

All the way my Savior leads me:
What have 1 to ask beside?

Can I doubt His tender mercy,

Who through life has been my Guide?
Heav’nly peace, divinest comfort,
Here by faith in Him to dwell!

For I know, whate’er befall me,

Jesus doeth all things well;

For | know, whate’er befall me,

Jesus doeth all things well.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

2Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem, It
was winter, #and Jesus was in the temple area walk-
ing in Solomon’s Colonnade, *The Jews gathered
around him, saying, ‘**How long will you keep us in
suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”’
%Jesus answered, ‘I did tell you, but you do not
believe. The miracles I do in my Father’s name speak
for me, *but you do not believe because you do not
belong to my flock. ¥My sheep hear my voice; I know



them, and they follow me. *I give them eternal life,
and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them
out of my hand." —John 10:22-28, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

The “‘Feast of Dedication” was started in 164 B.C. by
Judas Maccabaeus. It was held on December 25th.
This accounts for the reference to the winter time.
The winter season in Jerusalem began at this date.
The Temple had been defiled by the Gentile ruler An-
tiochus Epiphanes but was conquered and cleansed
and dedicated three years to the day by the Jewish
patriot referred to above. It was cold and my Lord
sought the protection of the porch of Solomon in the
temple. The Jews felt they had him cornered. They
surrounded him like a pack of carnivorous animals
about to make a kill. They wanted a clear unequivocal
answer to the question: “Are you the Messiah?”’

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

The answer of my Lord is an answer to me — and to
all others of our generation who seek other evidence
(of a subjective nature) than that already given to us.
Dear Lord, dear Lord! You have indeed already told
us! Do we believe you any more readily than the Jews
on that day in Solomon’'s portico? The miracles you
did (and I want to trace every word of every one of
them) speak to me for you! Disbelief comes from not
being a sheep! If this is so, and I know it is, then dear
Lord make me a sheep. Your voice speaks through
your miracles. I shall know NOTHING of them until
I read your word! When I accept you — truly accept
you in my heart — as Lord I am at that moment
given — and do now enjoy eternal life!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the clear historical accuracy of
your word. (2) Thank you for the wonderful events
that happened on Solomon’s portico. (3) Thank you
for the confrontation of Jesus and the Jews — out of
it has come such blessed words! (4) Thank you that
Jesus was never ready to submit himself to man’s pro-
posals. (5) Thank you that his miracles speak so plain-
ly and fully and finally of his Lordship. (6) Thank
you that Jesus drew such a sharp distinction between
unbelief and disbelief. (7) Thank you that as your
sheep I presently enjoy ‘‘eternal life.”’

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““. . . they shall never perish; no one can snatch them
out of my hand.’’ Sheep are stubborn, stupid animals.
But when they trust the shepherd they can be very
submissive and obedient. It is so blessedly true that
when we trust him and vield to his voice no one — or
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any thing can snatch us out of the protective hand of
the Good Shepherd. I want to day by day claim this
wonderful promise: ““they shall never perish.’’ Not in
this life or the life to come will I ever be separated
from you! My willingness is an essential part of this
assurance. ‘‘We cannot be protected against ourselves
in spite of ourselves. . . . The sense of the divine pro-
tection is at any moment sufficient to inspire confi-
dence, but not to render it unnecessary,”” Westcott.

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

What an exciting encounter! It is winter again — the
crisp air — the cool weather — and 1900 years later!
You speak to us now as you did then — may we be
better listeners! I lift up these requests with this pur-
pose in heart: (1) There is a sense in which some can
hear, some can see — and others are deaf and blind.
Keep me aware of the subjective element. (2) For all
the 20 centuries that have elapsed and your word is
with us — amazing — amazing — what a (reasure —
I treat it as such — increase my awareness. (3) Shock
me into reality — 1 now have eternal life! 1 shall
never die — just change my address. What a wonder!

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

It will be enough to just let you speak these words
once again into my conscience: (1) *“. . .the works
that I did in my Father’s name, these bear witness of
me.”” (2) “*My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me.”” (3) *“. . . and no one shall
snatch them out of the Father’s hand.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Eastern Europe — Points for prayer: (1) The thrilling
growth of the Church in Romania and parts of the
USSR has been with touches of revival too. In both
lands the pressure of the authorities on the churches
has been particularly severe. (2) The widespread im-
pact of Christian radio has been remarkable. One
well-known radio preacher has an estimated audience
of four million or more every time he speaks!

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Softly and tenderly, Jesus is calling,
Calling for you and for me;
See on the portals He’s waiting and watching,
Watching for you and for me.
Come home, come home,

Ye who are weary, come home;

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
Calling, O sinner, come home!
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WEEK THIRTEEN
—Tuesday—

I worship you because: We hurt where
only you can help. You hurt when we
do. You can and do give us a clean clear
record.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your un-
Jailing love; according to your great compassion blot
out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and
cleanse me from my sin’’ (Psa. 51:1,2). What
marvelous and abundant qualities of yourself are seen
in these two verses! (1) Mercy — which is that blessed
capacity to meet deep personal hurt. How I need your
mercy — how gladly do I claim it. (2) Great compas-
sion: this is the expression or application of mercy.
But it goes a step further. Compassion indicates you
hurt when I hurt. Your empathy with me is great i.e.
deep and profound. (3) You can obliterate my trans-
gression of your law! Blotting of a record on a clay
or wax tablet was accomplished by smoothing the sur-
face until there was no indication that a record was
ever present! Praise your name!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
Yyour own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

What I have written for one I have written for all. All
of us stand on the same level ground before your
judgment seat! (1) When the sacrifices were made
upon your altar great care was taken that all im-
purities were washed away before it was offered. Dear
Lord, I am delighted to accept — to claim the
washing away of my sins — all my sins. I can now of-
fer a clean heart before you as a living sacrifice. (2)
The cleansing of the sacrifices was a continual
necessary part of the offerings before you. So it is
with me: I am glad to claim the continual cleansing of
the blood of your dear Son. What I have expressed
here in the first person has such a wonderful applica-
tion to all persons. May our sin and forgiveness be
just as personal as it was with David.

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

This whole psalm is a confession — a deep personal
penitent confession. I want my expression of confes-
sion to have these same elements in it! I become
disgusted with my sin — i.e. with my repeated sins. I
am so glad that as long as I want to change and do
better your mercies will not fail. Dear Lord, I do not
know my heart as to my motives — you do, I leave it
there. I take refuge in ““vour unfailing love.’’ 1 know
you see the whole complex battle between the forces
of good (yourself) and evil (the evil one). I count so
heavily upon *‘your great compassion.’ Just now,
right here 1 claim the promise that all my sin is blot-
ted out and there is no record at all that I have ever
sinned against you! Wonder of joy!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it!
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb;
Redeemed through His infinite mercy,
His child, and forever, 1 am.
Redeemed, redeemed,

Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb;
Redeemed, redeemed,

His child, and forever, I am.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

2¢My Father, who has given them to me, is greater
than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s
hand. *I and the Father are one."’

1 Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him,
—John 10:29-31, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Such penetrating words! Jesus is talking about us! We



had best give him our undivided attention. We are a
gift of yourself to your Son! What a beautiful truth!
Jesus bought us — the Father loves us and gives us
into the care of the Good Shepherd. You are greater
than all opposition to us! There seems to be a joint
protection committee: you and your Son, both intent
on caring for us. Praise your wonderful name! In the
six words of the 30th verse I find an atomic bomb of
meaning! In what sense am I to understand that you
and your Son are one? I would say: one in nature i.e.
essence. Both of you are deity and the fulness of
yourself dwelt in your Son (Col. 2:9).

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

So often in these expressions of worship 1 am sorely
tempted to wait until I can say it in more meaningful
expressions — but 1 know this is Satan’s ruse to
detour me from worshipping you at all. I resist him! I
will use whatever words [ do now have to worship
you!

Dear Lord, do I even now belong to you? Yes, yes, |
do! How I want to pause and let this sink into my
total consciousness! You are ‘‘greater than all.”
Greater than the false prophet — greater than any
persecution or persecutor. You are greater than
famine, nakedness, danger or sword. You are greater
than death, life, angels, demons, the present or the
future. You are greater than powers, heights or depth
or anything else in all Creation!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that I belong both to you and your
Son — what security! (2) Thank you that if I choose
not to love you or obey your Son I shall not see life.
(3) Thank you that no one can snatch me out of your
hand, but being a sheep I can decide to jump out —
God forbid! (4) Thank you that you are greater than
all my opponents — [ hide myself in you! (5) Thank
you for the remarkable statement that Jesus made: *‘I
and the Father are one’’! (6) Thank you that Jesus
used the expression ‘““my Father”’ instead of ‘“‘our
Father'’ because he sustains with you a unique rela-
tionship. (7) Thank you for the privilege of personal
worship.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“‘I and the Father are one.”’ | could never adequately
treat this wonderful statement. But then that is not
my purpose. 1 want only to praise you and wonder in
your presence as | read the words the Holy Spirit has
given through the apostle John. In every one of the
blessed qualities of yourself 1 can hear your Son say:

““I and the Father are one.” In all your expressions of

concern and personal interest in your people, he says
again: “‘l and the Father are one.’’ Then to turn this
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around: in every word and deed I find recorded on
the pages of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John I can
hear you say: *‘l and my Son are one.”” Thank you!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

We are in real good hands! In the hand of your Son
and of yourself. As I view my security 1 lift up these
requests: (1) May the total deity expressed in these
words “‘I and the Father are one’’ sink into my heart.
(2) Just now you are making provisions for my deliv-
erance from Satan’s snares — give me your own wis-
dom in the choices I must make for today. (3) I do
not want to see pasture without my Shepherd’s guid-
ance — I do not want to live in this world without his
protection., How good it is to praise you and rest
beside the still waters!

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Continue your ministry to me as the sheep you know
and love: (1) ““Why is it so few want to stone me to-
day?’’ (2) ‘*Always remember that I am your God
Jirst — 1 am Saviour — shepherd — redeemer — but
first  am God.” (3) ‘“Love me — I love you."'

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Eastern Europe — Point for prayer: The confronta-
tion between Christianity and atheism. The two are
incompatible. Christianity is the only ideology with
mass appeal that has been able to stand up to Com-
munism and even expand under its, sometimes, ex-
treme efforts to eradicate religious belief. Pray for the
triumph of the Cross in this spiritual conflict,

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Why did my Savior come to earth,
And to the humble go?
Why did He choose a lowly birth?
Because He loved me so!
He loved me so,
He loved me so;
He gave His precious life for me, for me,
Because He loved me so.

Why did He drink the bitter cup
Of sorrow, pain and woe?
Why on the cross be lifted up?
Because He loved me so!
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WEEK THIRTEEN
—Wednesday—

I gladly bathe in the fountain opened
for sin and uncleanness. I do that just
now in the closet of prayer.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always
before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and
done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved
right when you speak and justified when you judge’’
(Psa. 51:3,4). What attributes of yourself can I find in
this confession of David? The a priori assumption
that you know what is best for man in his relationship
with the opposite sex is here. Praise you for your con-
stant concern in this relationship. You also know how
deeply serious sin is. The quiet resulting from sin is in
the personal sense much worse than the act of sin.
You created us to be free and open by and through
forgiveness!

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

I can identify with David in his sense of guilt. Who
among us escapes David’s sin according to our Lord’s
definition of adultery (Matthew 5:27-29)? David is
here taking the drastic action Jesus recommended to
escape such sin. It would seem that David sinned
against a number of persons besides yourself. (1) He
sinned against Bathsheba. (2) Against Uriah, the hus-
band of Bathsheba. (3) He sinned against his high of-
fice as king. (4) He sinned against the people who
loved him and respected him. But all of these were
nothing when he considerd yourself. David also freely
admits he alone is responsible for his transgression.
He makes no attempt to rationalize or excuse his sin.
He makes an open confession not only to free his
conscience but to openly confess you are right and
just and good!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.
CONFESSION OF SIN

1 have identified so closely with David! “I know my

transgressions. '’ Since others will read these words
there is no need to in print name or itemize my sins.
But before you I do name them — confess them. Yes,
yes, | know my transgressions. ““My sin is always
before me’’ — so true! But your fountain for sin and
uncleanness is also always before me. Even now I
plunge into this fountain and arise as clean as a new
born child! ““‘Against you, you only, have I sinned.’" 1
sometimes wish I had much more conscience about
how my sin affects others, but with you — you are in-
deed my first thought in transgression. But if I did
not believe you could and would forgive me I would
not even appear before you. I am so glad that my sin
is always ultimately against you because I know you
and love you and want to please you — forgive me!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.,
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins;

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains,

Lose all their guilty stains,

Lose all their guilty stains;

And sinners plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even Sfﬂg another prayer song.

HIS WORD

31 Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, *but
Jesus said to them, ‘I have shown you many great
miracles from the Father. For which of these do you
stone me?"’

3¢“We are not stoning you for any of these,”’ replied
the Jews, *‘but for blasphemy, because you, a mere
man, claim to be God.”” —John 10:31-33, NIV



READ HIS WORD TO HIM

It does appear so strange that when Jesus did at last
tell them plainly about his Messiahship (even as these
men requested) they would have none of it. It all
relates to what the Jews expected in the Messiah and
what you had really promised. There were no stones
in the area of the temple where Jesus taught — they
hurried over to a place where repairs were in progress
or where construction was under way to find stones.
Was it after they returned that our Lord said: ““I have
shown you many great miracles from the Father. For
which of them do you stone me?”’ But they didn't
stone him — I wonder why? There was something in
his words and its demeanor —it was yourself!

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

If no one else got the message of our Lord’s claim to
deity these Jews did! Why had Jesus shown these men
so many great miracles? He is saying in words no one
can miss: ‘‘these are my credentials — my identifica-
tion papers.”’ These miracles indeed did “‘speak’’ for
Jesus. But for those who have no ears such a message
is lost! If I ask for miracles today to confirm his deity
am | not saying what he did was really not sufficient?
Dear Lord, I am convinced — 1 believe — no ordina-
ry or “‘mere’’ man could do the signs you did. 1
believe you are Immanuel or ‘‘God with us"! I fall
before you and worship you as my Lord and my God!

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you that Jesus made his claims so clear that
the Jews must react to him. (2) Thank you for the
clear indication that Jesus did not want men to ignore
or sidestep his claim to deity. (3) Thank you for my
Saviour’s estimate of his own miracles: many, great,
and from the Father.(4) Thank you that I can read of
these miracles over and over again and establish my
faith in him through them. (5) Thank you that Jesus
makes us face the evidence and make up our mind.
(6) Thank you that | have been willing — oh, so will-
ing, to accept you as my Father and Jesus as your
Son. (7) Thank you that one day this same Jesus will
come to judge the world in righteousness.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

‘. . . because you, a mere man, claim to be God."
This is a testimony as to the effectiveness of our
Lord’s words. Somehow these Jews totally ignored his
miracles and therefore failed to read his credentials.
There are men today who have fallen into a greater
sin; they refuse to believe the historical evidence of
the credibility of your word. I do believe the reasons
for accepting the Bible to be just what it claims —
your word — are overwhelming. Praise your name |
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am glad to honor your claim as ‘‘Immanuel’’ or
“God with us.”

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

Are my expectations fulfilled in your Son? They can
be and should be. I want to pray about them: (1) I ex-
pect to live forever. I have this gift right here right
now. He has given me such life. May the enormity of
such a gift be mine. (2) I expect a clean clear record
with you — “‘there is therefore now no condemnation
to them who hide themselves in your Son”' (Rom.
8:1). Give me courage and humility to claim this gift.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

Continue your ministry to my needs, | am listening:
(1) “‘Read my credentials all over again — hang them
permanently on the walls of your memory.’” (2) “I
have never been ‘mere man’ — but my favorite desig-
nation is ‘Son of Man.” "’

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Latin America — Point for prayer: Praise the Lord
Sfor the powerful work of the Holy Spirit in Latin
America this century. This has been one of the great
success stories of modern missionary endeavor in
times of persecution and severe economic stress. Near-
ly 10% of the population is evangelical Christian,
with the highest percentage in Chile (21%), followed
by Guatemala (19%) and Brazil (16%).

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Come ye sinners, poor and needy,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus ready stands to save you,
Full of pity, love, and pow’r.

Come, ye thirsty, come, and welcome,
God’s free bounty glorify;
True belief and true repentance,
Every grace that brings you nigh.
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WEEK THIRTEEN
—Thursday—

You can and do accomplish what I can-
not do. It happens right here and right
now in personal worship. Gladly do I
enter in.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach
me wisdom in the inmost place’’ (Psa. 51:6). David is
revealing your heart as well as his own, Truth in any
area of life is that which equals reality, You want me
to be totally sincere or genuine. In the depths of my
being you want what I say with my mouth to perfectly
match my conduct. It is truth in the inner parts that
only you can supply. ““To will is present’’ — indeed, I
do want to, but to fulfill this intention is just not in
me. However, since it is your desire — and my desire
I know you can enable me to accomplish this blessed
purpose.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

These words of Psalm fifty-one have such a personal
meaning it is easy to forget 1 want to speak on every-
one's behalf — but it has really been accomplished
since my need is common to all men.

It is in the second phrase of this verse I take great
hope: you can and do teach me wisdom (which is the
best use — in this case the divine use — of know-
ledge). If I will pause long enough and open my heart
to your word you will apply your word to any given
situation in a way I could never of myself conceive.
Thus the truth or reality you desire (and I do so much
desire) will be fulfilled. Praise your name for this
answer!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

I have been afraid of this verse. It speaks to such a
deep need. I have felt very little agreement with truth
and my conduct, I guess I was expecting something
like a perfect performance. Praise your name for
forgiveness — which I claim and surely need, but just

now I praise you you have helped me to see just how
I can find *‘truth in the inner parts.”

Just for today and my needs, I bring them to you.
More and more do I want to open my ‘‘inmost place”’
and let you teach me wisdom. How wonderfully good
it is to know you are at work teaching me (as | am
willing to be taught) so I can reflect the truth in my
conduct.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Would you live for Jesus
and be always pure and good?
Would you walk with Him within the narrow road?
Would you have Him bear your burden,
carry all your load?
Let Him have His way with thee.
His pow’r can make you what you ought to be;
His blood can cleanse your heart and make you free;
His love can fill your soul, and you will see
'Twas best for Him to have His way with thee.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

¥Jesus answered them, *‘Is it not written in your Law,
‘I have said you are gods'? *If he called them ‘gods,’
to whom the word of God came — and the scripture
cannot be broken — *what about the one whom the
Father set apart as his very own and sent into the
world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy
because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? *Do not believe me
unless I do what my Father does. *But if I do it, even
though you do not believe me, believe the evidence of
the miracles, that you may learn and understand that
the Father is in me, and 1 in the Father.” —John
10:34-38, NIV



READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Jesus had a way to defuse the bomb that was about to
go off. Very clamly and deliberately he referred to
Psalm 82:6 in which their own Scriptures referred to
their own judges of that day as “‘gods’’ i.e. those who
had intuitively receive your word and spoke it. What
such “‘gods’’ spoke cannot be altered in any way —
or fail of fulfillment. They had for all these centuries
accepted this designation of these men, why now ob-
ject if God is speaking again in his own person.

In the second step in defusing Jesus speaks very plain-
ly of the value of his miracles.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text, Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

It is to his words about his works I want to give
myself! Jesus says of himself, **whom the Father set
apart as his very own. . . ." How meaningful! You
set him apart from yourself and all the holy angels.
You set him apart on this earth by his words and
works — in both cases, “as your very own.”” How
precious your Son was to you! You sent him into the
world — he came because he wanted to, but you also
sent him!

When Jesus gives such a heavenly high estimate of the
value of his miracles we had best take another look at
them. He had done at least thirteen separate miracu-
Ious acts. The creative hand of yourself was in every
miracle! What a profitable time 1 expect as I review
these acts of God.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the high value you place on those
who spoke for you — they were ““gods.’* (2) Thank
you for the plain statement of our Lord that the
Scriptures are divinely inspired, authoritative and im-
perishable. (3) Thank you for the assurance that every
promise and agreement made in the Scriptures will be
kept. (4) Thank you for your infinite love that set
Jesus apart and sent him to save us. (5) Thank you
that I can see your own omniscience and omnipotence
in the miracles of my Lord. (6) Thank you that I can
learn and can understand. (7) Thank you for the joy
of acknowledging vour Son as equal with you.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — wrile it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““. .. that you may learn and understand that the
Father is in me, and I in the Father.”’ How well our
Lord knows the hearts of all men! He knows that it
takes time to learn and understand. In the spiritual
realm it takes much time. The concept of incarnation
can be understood much sooner than the integration
of that concept into our inner being! We shall be all
of life attempting to learn and understand just what
our Lord meant by these words, It is a comfort and
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strength to remember as we see our Lord in the gospel
accounts that the Father, even yourself, is in him.
Wonder of wonders!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I am impressed over and over again with the power in
the words of Jesus — 1 lift these requests that I might
understand them better: (1) In what sense were these
men ‘‘gods’’? Only in the sense that they spoke on
your behalf — even as your Son did? (2) Is Jesus say-
ing that not one word of yourself — whether it comes
from your Son’s lips or the mouth of the prophets,
will ever fall short of fulfillment? (3) Your Son was so
precious to you — and so he is to me! — and so are
his miracles — I want to consider them again! Give
me help here dear Lord, I need it.

Please, please remember these are prayers —
speak them — reword them!

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

I understand these words: *“. . . the Father is in me,
and I am in the Father'’ — but | do not understand
them — speak to me about them: (1) ‘I was the walk-
ing, talking Person of God in human form while on
this earth.' (2) ‘I was more ‘at home' with the
Father while on this earth than I was with anyone
else.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Latin America — Point for prayer: The Roman
Catholic Church has passed through 30 years of tu-
multuous change. The traditional monolithic structure
that once dominated the continent has gone forever.
The impact of the Vatican II Council, theological
diversity, emphasis on Bible reading, and the in-
fluence of the charismatic movement, have been enor-
mous.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.

Before our Father’s throne
We pour our ardent pray'rs;

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
Our comforts and our cares.
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WEEK THIRTEEN
—Friday—

It is hard to imagine anything ‘“‘whiter
than snow’ and most especially my
heart — but it is true! It will be true
again today — here - now!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash
me, and I will be whiter than snow’’ (Psa. 51:7). How
shall 1 lift up my heart in adoration to you? What I
say for myself I say for many: (1) You know when I
am in need of cleansing. As near as | can understand
there never would be a time when such cleansing was
not needed. (2) This whole cleansing is related to the
sacrificial system — hyssop was used in applying the
blood to the door posts and the altar. It is through
the eternal once-for-all sacrifice of my Lord that I
can be made and kept clean. (3) You will have to
wash me — I cannot wash myself of this impurity. I
can claim the promise: ‘“‘whiter than snow.”

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

1 want to take another approach to your throne of
grace, Do I really believe you want me clean? Of all
your desires this must be at the top of the list. Your
provision is abundant here. (1) You have offered the
one sacrifice for sin. (2) My acceptance of your sacri-
fice and application of the blood through repentance
and prayer keeps the cleansing current. It is wonderful
to stand before you each day as “‘clean.”’ I am so
glad to be right now “‘whiter than snow.'’ There is
nothing I need more or claim less. Dear Lord, 1 want
to reverse this relationship. Shall we ask and not
receive — particularly in this most needed area? No,
no, he has indeed answered!

How do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

This whole psalm is a confession. This verse is a con-
fession. Should not a confession indeed be a form of
praise and adoration? When appearing before you it

must indeed take such a posture. 1 know you love me

so I know if I am sincerely in need you will move to
meet it. When I bow before you (in my heart as well
as my body) I am acknowledging my love for you and
my worship of you. All this and more takes place in
confession. What I am trying to say so poorly is that
my confession must have the therapeutic of worship
in it or it is self-defeating. Dear Lord just now I
throw myself upon your mercy and claim the promise
of cleansing, and that even now I am whiter than
snow.

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

Some day the silver cord will break,
And 1 no more as now shall sing;
But O the joy when [ shall wake
Within the palace of the King!

And I shall see Him face to face,
And tell the story — Saved by grace;
And I shall see Him face to face,
And tell the story — Saved by grace.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

3 Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped their
grasp.

“Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place
where John had been baptizing in the early days. Here
he stayed “'and many people came to him. They said,
““Though John never performed a miraculous sign, all
that John said about this man was true.”” “And in
that place many believed in Jesus. —John 10:39-42,
NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

*“Moral rebelliousness had so hardened the hearts of
the rulers of the Jews that they would not even con-



sider the miraculous and merciful works of Jesus. All
they could think of was taking Him and using Him
for their evil purposes.’” Just how my Lord “‘escaped
their grasp”’ i.e, in a physical way, I do not know. He
said ‘‘no man would take his (my) life’* and we be-
lieve him. The three words ‘‘in the early days’’ is such
a poignant expression. Our Lord’s association with
John the Baptist was one of mutual admiration. It is of
real interest to me to find my Lord seeking a place of
rest and recollection. Here he stayed for a while. Dear
Lord, how we all need such a place.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

It was probably near the place where John baptized
Jesus. It was good to remember your voice out of
heaven. Could Jesus hear again the same words of ap-
proval? How many days was it before the people
found him? Did Jesus recall the ministry of John and
his faithful witness? It is good for each of us to
renew our relationship with you by just such a place.
What the people said of John is more than of little in-
terest: ‘‘John never performed a miraculous sign' —
and yet he was full of the Holy Spirit from his birth.
The people remembered what John said, not about
himself — but about his Lord. We wonder just what
words they found fulfilled in Jesus?

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for my Lord’s ability to escape the
plots of men — he can do it now for his body. (2)
Thank you that Jesus sought a respite from the pres-
sure of life. (3) Thank you that his real rest was in
prayer and meditation with you. The place was just a
physical convenience. (4) Thank you the time element
is mentioned — ‘‘Here he stayed’ — in spite of the
desparate importance of what he was doing he took
time out. (5) Thank you for the interest of the com-
mon people. (6) Thank you that Jesus did not send
them away. (7) Thank you that John’s mission to
glorify his Lord was being fulfilled.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

“And in that place many believed in Jesus.”’ Did
these persons believe because of his miracles or be-
cause of his teaching? No doubt both were true.
There was a third factor: his personal presence! No
doubt these people who looked upon him and
watched him throughout several days could see the
real source of his power: the presence of deity in
human form. Perhaps a fourth factor was the desire
on the part of these common folk to find a Messiah
and believe on him.

It is wonderful that we have all these factors in our
favor. We have the imperishable record of all he said
— of all he was. The eye of faith supplies us an
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altogether convincing picture of him as deity in flesh.
Most of all we want to believe him — we have no
other option in this world!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

Now that I have been such a long time (by human
measurement only) in your service I do look for those
places where I can rest and recuperate. From such a
place I lift up these requests: (1) Lead me to just the
places where my teaching and preaching might have
the best effect. (2) Deliver me from unreasonable men
— I cannot handle them. (3) I believe on your Son —
I want to increase and deepen the quality of my faith.
(4) To some extent I have learned to practice your
presence — leach me more! Much more!

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

How shall I open my heart to you? 1 want to — speak
to me: (1) “You have my leaven — get it in the
meal.”” (2) ““You are my light — find a prominent
place to let me be seen.”

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Middle East — Point for prayer: The home of the
early Church is now the most needy mission field in
the world. Spiritual decline and the Muslim conquests
between the seventh and fifteenth centuries have
steadily reduced the percentage of Christians in the
region. Centuries of discriminatory legislation and
taxation and, at times, outright persecution have led
to many nominal Christians converting to Islam.
Emigration and, occasionally, massacres have further
reduced numbers.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Far and near the fields are teeming
With the waves of ripened grain;
Far and near their gold is gleaming
O’er the sunny slope and plain.
Lord of harvest, send forth reapers!
Hear us, Lord, To Thee we cry;
Send them now the sheaves to gather,
Ere the harvest time pass by.
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WEEK THIRTEEN
—Saturday—

You speak and it is done! You have
spoken about the forgiveness of all our
sins. It is therefore done! Just here and
now I claim it!

PRAISE GOD FOR WHO HE IS

“Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you
have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins
and blot out all my iniquity” (Psa. 51:8,9). David is
about to burst out in a song of joy and gladness. It is
a marvelous encouragement for me to know you are
the source of that joy and gladness. All such happi-
ness has its beginning in the forgiveness of sins, It is
your constant dominant desire to forgive all men and
take them to your heart as your sons and daughters.
It is a pleasant picture indeed to see one happy family
that holds no negative attitudes toward one another or
you.

Express yourself in adoration for this quality
of God. Speak it audibly or write out your praise in
your own devotional journal.

PRAISE GOD FOR WHAT HE MEANS TO ME

Bless and praise your holy name! How full of delight
and joy I am! You have refused to look at my sins,
you have smoothed the surface of the record of my
transgressions. I am brand new! I am free of all guilt;
of all that can in any way hinder my exuberance! You
did produce a crushing weight of guilt — i.e. by re-
minding me that I was indeed responsible for my sin.
Once I desired them in my innermost heart, I was for-
given and now praise your name | am free!

flow do you personally relate to this quality of
God? Speak it out or write it out. It is so important
that you establish your own devotional journal.

CONFESSION OF SIN

You have indeed been teaching me wisdom in the in-
most place. The acceptance of responsibility on this
level is the catalyst for the change. Your forgiveness is
not something I can manipulate. Your forgiveness is
just that: a forgiveness that belongs to you and not to
me. | am to repent i.e. change my mind from *‘the in-
most place.’” It is then and only then that change in
conduct will be consistent. If I have not been crushed
I cannot be glad. There must be a godly sorrow for

sin — i.e. one that reaches the deepest recesses of my
being before there can be a change in character.
Thank you for teaching me!

What personal sins do you want to confess?
We must speak them to remove them. Do it! Now.
There is no one else you have sinned against more
than God. Tell him so!

SING A PRAYER TO GOD

More like the Master I would ever be,

More of His meekness, more humility;

More zeal to labor, more courage to be true,

More consecration for work He bids me do.

Take Thou my heart, I would be Thine alone;

Take Thou my heart and make it all Thine own;
Purge me from sin, . . . O Lord, I now implore, . . .
Wash me and keep . . . me Thine forevermore.

Open your hymn book and sing the rest of the
verses — or even sing another prayer song.

HIS WORD

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the
14 house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being
carefully watched. *There in front of him was a man
suffering from dropsy. *Jesus asked the Pharisees and
experts in the law, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sab-
bath or not?”’ ‘But they remained silent, So taking
hold of the man, he healed him and sent him away.
5Then he asked them, ‘‘If one of you has a son or an
ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you
not immediately pull him out?’’ And they had
nothing to say. —Luke 14:1-6, NIV

READ HIS WORD TO HIM

Dear Lord I want to accompany your Son as he goes
into the home of this prominent person. Jesus was no
doubt invited — he went willingly to do what he
could for you. There were those who were not invited
and came only as spectators to watch the rich eat. The
man with the affliction of dropsy was one of the un-
invited. The Pharisees cared not at all about his sick-



ness — he was bul a pawn to be used by them to trap
Jesus. Jesus was invited to the feast so they could em-
barrass him. Did such a motive affect anyone’s appe-
tite? Apparently not — the Pharisees were too cal-
loused and Jesus was too confident for such to hap-
pen.

Please express your response to this beautiful
text. Put your expression in your own prayer diary.

READ HIS WORD FOR YOURSELF

Our Lord knew their motives — he could see through
the deception. He anticipated their objection by his
question: *‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or
not?’" The word “‘lawful’’ as used here means: is it
permitted or possible. He asked the surne question in
a little different form before this: *'Is it lawful to do
good on the Sabbath?" They remained silent because
they knew there was nothing in their law to hinder
him from healing on the Sabbath. Perhaps they didn’t
think Jesus could heal and thus set their trap for him.
In whatever case they were caught in their own snare.
It is of no little interest to note that Jesus took hold
of the man — doubtless to show the healing proceed-
ed from his person.

Pause in his presence and either audibly or in
written form tell him all his word means to you.

READ HIS WORD IN THANKSGIVING

(1) Thank you for the Sabbath to remind me of your
creation and vour law. (2) Thank you that Jesus used
so many social occasions to teach. (3) Thank you for
the influence our Lord had in prominent places. (4)
Thank you that Jesus did not ignore nor exhalt hu-
man need — he met it! (5) Thank you for the cate-
chetical method of teaching used by Jesus — a good
example for me. (6) Thank you Jesus not only silenced
his opponents, he taught them. (7) Thank you he has
both taught me and closed my mouth to objections.

Give yourself to your own expression of
gratitude — write it or speak it!

READ HIS WORD IN MEDITATION

““And they had nothing to say.’’ Dear Lord so many
of us feel this way for various reasons: at times we
have our minds and hearts on other things and the re-
sult is we are tongue-tied on the one subject upon
which we should be most vocal. At other times we
feel what we do have to say is not worth saying. Our
poor thoughts and words are so inept that to express
them is worse than being quiet. How I hope we are
never silent for the same reason as these men. They
were begrudgingly quiet. They had not yielded their
will to my Lord, but they were unable to answer him.
Cursing and physical violence would have been the
response of less religious men. I am glad to be silent
and know you are God!

Pause — wait — think — then express yourself
in thoughtful praise or thanks.

READ HIS WORD FOR PETITIONS

I, like these religious men, watch my Lord very close-
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Iy — Ah, but what is my motive? Is it to find at least
one more way I can serve him? A new way to love
him more deeply? There are so very many full of suf-
fering in my world. Do | see them through the eyes of
Jesus? What is his question to me about these men? |
am sure he will ask a question that includes law and
grace — and that shows the man’s need — what will it
be? How many of your sons have fallen into a well?
What shall I do about them?

Right here add your personal requests — and
his answers.

READ HIS WORD AND
WAIT — LISTEN — GOD SPEAKS

So often I find myself without words — I have no
reply — but you are never mute — speak to me: (1)
““I am yet in the healing business — but I need the
news told — will you help?” (2) ““How shall we tell
all men? You know — think — wait — listen — and
then ACT!"

INTERCESSION FOR THE LOST WORLD

Midedle East — Point for prayer: Islam has become
the greatest missionary challenge to the Christian
Church. (a) Muslims are convinced that Christianity is
divided, decadent and in decline, and that their reli-
gion is the answer to mankind’s problems. Pray that
their eyes may be opened to see who the Lord Jesus
really is, and that they may be drawn to the gospel of
grace. (b) Islamic fundamentalisim has brought revolu-
tion to Iran and tensions right through the Muslim
world. Pray that the harshness and extremism often
manifested may cause many Muslims to consider the
claims of Christ.

SING PRAISES TO OUR LORD

Work, for the night is coming,
Work through the morning hours;
Work while the dew is sparkling,

Work "mid springing flow'rs;

Work when the day grows brighter,
Work in the glowing sun;
Work, for the night is coming,
When man's work is done.

Work, for the night is coming,
Work thro’ the sunny noon;
Fill brightest hours with labor;
Rest comes sure and soon;
Give ev'ry flying minute
Something to keep in store;
Work, for the night is coming,
When man works no more.






