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I n t r o d u e t i o n  

Great t o p i c s  should arrest o u r  a t t e n t i o n ,  espec- 
i a l l y  i f  they a r e  sub jec t s  w e  have o f t e n  wondered a- 
bout but  have never c a r e f u l l y  examined. The top ic s  
t h a t  a r e  t r e a t e d  i n  t h i s  work have been c a r e f u l l y  sel- 
ected and should prove i n t e r e s t i n g  and informative. 

The author  has chosen t o  use  t h e  question-and- 
answer method i n  developing the m a t e r i a l ,  long recog- 
nized a s  a good method of i n s t r u c t i o n .  

present a 
means of seeing j u s t  what you have got ten  from your 

The t o p i c s  and the  format make t h i s  study booklet 
ideal. f o r  group or c lass  study as w e l l  a s  €or  p r iva t e ,  
ind iv idua l  study. 

The quest ions a t  t he  end of each s tudy 

s tudy.  
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mad's Provldmnce 

1. I'What i s  meant by the word "provi- 
dence'?" 

A. It comes from t h e  same family of words as 
"provide". 

B. Webster says ,  "The foresee ing  care and guardi-  
anship of God over H i s  c r ea tu res . . , a  man i fe s t a t ion  of 
the div ine  care o r  direct ion."  

C. It, then, means God's personal  superv is ion  of 
our  l ives o r  events  t o  care f o r  given i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  
s i t u a t i o n s .  

2. "DO people today believe i n  the  pro- 
vidence o f  God?" 

A. O f  course a t h e i s t s  don ' t  and d e i s t s  don ' t  
(people who do not  be l ieve  t h a t  God ever i n t e r f e r e s  i n  
the realm of na tu re ) .  A thoroughcgoing e v o l u t i o n i s t  
doesn't e i t h e r .  

B .  But a l l  who i n  any real sense b e l i e v e  i n  a 
personal ,  loving God are bound t o  be l i eve  i n  H i s  pro- 
vidence to  some exten t .  

C. Where so many people f a i l  i n  t h e i r  b e l i e f  i n  
t h e  providence of God i s  t h a t  they  conceive of His 
ca r ing  f o r  mankind as a u n i t  and no t  i n  tak ing  no te  of 
t he  p a r t i c u l a r  needs and l i v e s  of i n d i v i d u a l  persons.  

3 .  "Does God bother t o  take note of the 
individual? Since He e x h i b i t s  a general good- 
ness toward a l l  people, does He real ly  do 
anything extra for individuals?'' 

A. To c i te  the  way t h a t  God l e d  i n  t h e  lives of 
Joseph, David, o r  Daniel, it might he urged a g a i n s t  
us ing  t h e i r  examples t h a t  all of them l i v e d  i n  the age  
of God's s p e c i a l  miracles, 

B. But here  are two undeniable proofs  of God's 
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prov iden t i a l  oversight  of our  ind iv idua l  lives: (1) 
prayer ,  and (2) chastening. I f  God teaches us t o  pray, 
and He does (I Thess. 5;17);  i f  H e  teaches us to  pray 
concerning our  personal needs and s p i r i t u a l  des i r e s ,  
and H e  does (Mark 11:24); and if H e  promises t o  answer 
our  prayers ,  and He does (Matt. 7:7-ll), then the f a c t  
i s  e s t ab l i shed  f o r  those who be l ieve  t h e  Bible t h a t  
God does pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  us ind iv idua ls ,  t h a t  He lis- 
t e n s  t o  u s  individual ly ,  and t h a t  He does things f o r  
t he  ind iv idua l .  Furthermore i f  God chas tens  each of 
H i s  e r r i n g  ch i ldren ,  and He does (Heb. 12:6),  then it 
is  again ev ident  t h a t  God does not  lump t h e  human fam- 
i l y  a l toge the r  i n t o  one big u n i t  and treat everybody 
alike. 

4. " B u t  doesn't Mat t .  5:45 say that God 
sends ra in  and sunshine on the just and un- 
j u s t  a1 i ke?" 

A. Yes, God does b l e s s  even t h e  wicked with cus- 
tomary material blessings,  f o r  He i s  t h e i r  Creator al- 
so, but who says  t h a t  a l l  God has  t o  give and a33 He 
can and w i l l  do fox people are sunshine and rain? Who 
says t h a t  m a n  has  
w i l l  take care of? 
and h i s  dec is ions?  
cal, and s p i r i t u a l  
l i f e  than ra in  and 

no need but what r a i n  and sunshine 
mat about h i s  personal  problems 
What about h i s  mental ,  psychologi- 

needs? Truly t h e r e  is  f a r  more t o  
sunshine. 

B. God t a l k s  about o ther  b less ings  bes ides  the  u- 
n i v e r s a l b l e s s i n g s  He sends on a l l  people. He teaches 
us t o  prap for addi t iona l  th ings  (Jas. 1:5; John 15:7; 
Matt. 6:69. There are some th ings  we w i l l  never re- 
ceive un le s s  we ask f o r  them (Jas. 4 : 2 ) .  Prayer  i s  the  
key t o  r e a l i z i n g  the  fu lness  of God's blessings. Those 
who seek God's kingdom and His r igh teousness  before  
they do anything else w i l l  be given b l e s s ings  t h a t  
o the r s  l i v%ng  i n  the  5ame world, i n  the  same communi- 
ty ,  and a t  the same t i m e  w i l l  no t  realize (Matt. 6: 
33) .  
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GOD'S PROVIDEZQCE 

5 .  " I f  people believe in the special 
providence o f  God, then, it will surely stim- 
ulate a greater prayer-1 ife as well as cause 
them t o  be more appreciative o f  the things 
they have. Isn't this true?" 

A. Exactly. And you will find that where people 
do not believe 5n such providence, they do not pray, 
and 5.f they do it is more or less lip-worship and not 
heart-worship. This explains why so many people are 
not personally grateful t o  God f o r  wliat they have. 

B .  Furthermore this is why when times of great 
difficulty come that such people are really beset by 
fears, for they do not know what it means to put their 
trust in a living God who will take care of them in 
whatever manner He may see fit to do. 

6, "But aren't there times when i t  does seem 
t h a t  God is not intervenjng in behalf of a 
person's specific need?" 

A. Pes, to us human beings there are times when 
it seems we experience and endure some of the same 
hardships and difficulties as other sons of Adam who 
are not Christians. Solomon observed something very 
similar: "There is a vanity which is done upon the 
earth; that there be just men, unto whom it happeneth 
according to the work of the wicked" (Eccl. 8:14). In 
commenting on the sufferings and physical corruption 
of mankind, Paul observes, "And not only they (the un- 
saved), but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits 
of the Spirit (we Christians), even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting f o r  the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of our body" (Rom. 8:23). We do not  
want t o  forget that all of Adam's offspring will suf- 
fer according fx the pronouncements found in Gen. 3: 
16-19. 
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B. This i s  not t o  deny t h a t  God exercises  spec ia l  
providence f o r  H i s  chi ldren (as we have seen above), 
bur it i s  a l l  subject  t o  H i s  own d i sc re t ion ,  and we 
must ever let His w i l l  p reva i l .  

7. "Is there a difference between the 
providenti a1 and the miraculous?" 

A. Yes. Both display the  power and workings of 
God, but  the miraculous always has two charac te r i s -  
t i c s :  (1) the  e f f e c t  i s  always instantaneous; and (2) 
t h e  r e s u l t  i s  always complete. For examples see the  
mirac les  recorded i n  Matt. 8:13, 15, 26, 28-32. When 
we today pray i n  the realm of God's provident ia l  ac- 
t i o a ,  we do not say God has refused t o  answer our 
prayer  f o r  a s i c k  person when he g e t s  well over a per- 
iod of days ins tead  of instantaneously,  and we may 
sett le f o r  a g r e a t  improvement without demanding t h a t  
he be a s  w e l l  as when hewas  a young person. 

B. Note--if the  Chris t ians  of the  apos to l i c  age 
could themselves pray and r e a l i z e  as great  an e f f e c t  
as t he  apos t l e s  working miracles,  then miracles would 
not  prove t h a t  t h e  apostles were apos t les .  It was  such 
miracles ,  though, that Paul referxed t o  as "signs of 
an apost le"  (11 cor. 12:12). 

8. 9lhy do you believe in God's provi- 
dence, and how do you know it happens?" 

A. Our f a i t h  in God's providence Is based on the 
promises of God's Word ( l i ke  Prov. 3:6; Psa. 3 7 4 4 , s ;  
I P e t .  3:12; Rom. 8:28: and many others )  and the ac- 
counts of d iv ine  providence i n  the Bsble (in Joseph's 
l i f e ,  i n  Esther's, i n  Hezekiah's, i n  Daniel 's ,  and i n  
many o the r  B ib l i ca l  cases).  

B. We know i t  is a f a c t  by having witnessed i t  
many times i n  our own l i v e s  and in the  l h e s  of o ther  
Chr is t ians  whom we have known, 
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GOD'S P R O V I D E N C E '  

QUE STIONS 
1 .  What do you understand by "God's providence"? 
2 ,  Name Chose who do and wlno don't believe in God's providence. 
3 .  Give Biblical proof that God does pay atcention to our individ- 

wl cases. 
4 .  Show that Matt. 5:45 does fiat rule out God's special providence 

for His children, 
5, 'What should'our belief in  God's special providence do for us? 
6 .  What differences are there bemeen the providential and the 

miraculous? 
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1 .  "Preachers speak w i t h  such concern 0- 
ver those who do n o t  return thanks for  their  
meals. Is  th i s  a jus t i f iab le  concern over a 
matter t h a t  may or may n o t  be done?" 

A ,  People should be taught t o  be thankful  f o r  a l l  
t h e i r  b l e s s ings  whether material o r  s p i r i t u a l ,  Colos- 
s i a n s  a lone  says,  "We give THANKS t o  God our Father 
and t h e  Lord Jesus C h r i s t , . , s i n c e  we heard of your 
f a i t h  i n  Chr i s t  Jesus,  and of t h e  love which ye have 
t o  a l l  t h e  s a i n t s ,  f o r  the  hope which is laid up for 
you i n  heaven" (Col. 1:3-5); "Giving THANKS unto the 
Father" (Col. 1: 12) ; "Abounding t h e r e i n  with THANKS- 
GIVING" (Col. 2:7); "Be ye THANKFUL" (Col. 3:15); 
"Whatsoever ye do i n  work o r  deed, do a l l  i n  t h e  name 
of t h e  Lord Jesus ,  glving THANKS t o  G o d  and the  Father  
by him" (Col. 3:17); and, "Continue i n  prayer,  and 
watch i n  t h e  same w i t h  THANKSGIVING" (Col. 4:Z). Jas. 
1:17 tel ls  us  t h a t  God i s  the  One from whom a l l  bless-  
i ngs  come. 

i f  we do not want t o  
express  apprec ia t ion  t o  God f o r  what He  cont inual ly  
does f o r  us.  

C. Then with the Bible  showing us so d e f i n i t e l y  
t h a t  i n  t h e  matter of ea t ing  w e  should first give 
thanks t o  God, i t  is  not  l e f t  up t o  our d i sc re t ion  as 
t o  whether we should o r  should not .  Yes, preachers are 
j u s t i f i e d  f o r  being concerned over those who do no t  
express  thanks t o  G o d  f o r  t h e i r  food. 

B. We are indeed ungra te fu l  

2. "Where does the Bible say anything a- 
about returning thanks for food?" 

I n  a numbex of passages. 
A. We see i t  th ree  t i m e s  i n  Jesus '  l i f e .  Even 

when feeding  the  5,000 miraculously Jesus  gave thanks 
before  d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h e  food t o  t h e  people (John 6: 

.- 



R E T U R N I N G  THANKS FOR FOOD 

11) , He d i d  t h e  same when feeding t h e  4,000 (Matt, 152 
36), And He d i d  l ikewise with t h e  two men at  Emmaus 
(Luke 24: 30) .  

B. Even when Paul was surrounded by a sh ip load  of 
non-Christians (mostly p r i sone r s ) ,  he  stood f o r t h  i n  
the  midst of them a l l  and thanked God f o r  t h e  food 
they were a l l  about t o  eat (Acts 27:33-35). 

C, I Tim.  4 : 3  expressly says  that our food ie t o  
be received "with thanksgiving", and t h e  same expres- 
sion is used i n  I Tim. 4 : 4 .  

of J e s u s  and t h e  example 
of Paul  for t i f i .ed with the  p l a i n  statements i n  I Tim. 
4 ,  i t  i s  a matter of God's d i c t a t i o n  t h a t  we thank H i m  
f o r  what we eat .  It i s  not  man's d i s c r e t i o n  t h a t  de- 
termines whether he should o r  no t .  

With the  t r i p l e  example 

3.  "Would t h i s  apply t o  meals eaten i n  
restaurants, a t  lunch time where one i s  work- 
i n g ,  and to  Christian young people eating the i r  
meals a t  school?" 

A ,  The place does not  alter t h e  teaching.  One 
should be thankful  f o r  a meal whether e a t e n  a t  home or  
elsewhere. A Chr i s t i an  should no t  be ashamed t o  thank 
God wherever he might be a t  m e a l t i m e ,  

B .  While thanking God f o r  our  food eateri i n . a  
publ ic  s e t t i n g ,  we should b e  c a r e f u l  no t  t o  parade our  
thanks-remember the  warning i n  Matt. 6:5, Make your 
prayer as p r i v a t e  as poss ib le  under the condi t ions.  
Please don't  say i n  a r e s t a u r a n t ,  " W i l 1  everybody 
please be qu ie t  f o r  a minute w l i i l e  I r e t u r n  thanks f o r  
my food?" And don ' t  eat a meal a t  a r e s t a u r a n t  and re- 
fuse  t o  thank God f o r  it simply because you are a- 
shamed t o  do so, 

4. " I s n ' t  there a danger t h a t  expres- 
sing thanks a t  mealtjme will become a mean- 
ingless form by doing i t  so 'often?" 
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A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  could be a danger i f  one i s  only 
mouthing words and not  l e t t i n g  words express the g ra t -  
i t u d e  he has i n  h i s  hear t .  

B. The same could be urged aga ins t  saying, "Thank 
you," t o  people each t i m e  they do something f o r  us. 
When someone gives  you a r i d e ,  don't  you thank him 
each t i m e  when leaving the  car?  When someone hands you 
a song book a t  church, don ' t  you thank him each time? 

w i l l  avoid any danger 
toward formal i ty .  When we bow our heads before we eat, 
we should always be thankful no t  only f o r  t he  food but 
t h a t  we are w e l l  and ab le  t o  be a t  t he  t ab le ,  and t h a t  
our bodies  are capable of rece iv ing  nourishment from 
t h e  food. 

thank our heavenly Father a t  every 
meal: 

C. Anything done s ince re ly  

Let us,  then,  

1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 
5 .  

6. 

7. 

8. 

QUESTIONS 
Who is the source of all our blessings? 
what short New Testanent book was cited as containing several 
references to being thankful.? 
N e  3 times we see Jesus thanking God before eating. 
When do we see Paul returning thanks for a meal? 
What New Testamnt book speaks about our receiving food "with 
thanksgiving"? 
Would the above teaching and examples still apply to a mal 
eaten away fm haw? 
What warning from Matt. 6 do we need TO heed when returning 
thanks for a mal eaten in a public place? 
Why is the arguur?nt that such will beccore too c m n  and there- 
fore meaningless i f  we return thanks for our food every mal 
not valid? 



1. "To you what most represents t h e  su- 
periorfty of man t o  a l l  else t h a t  God has 
GrEat@d?" 

A ,  Qf cowrse, we cannot over]-ook t h e  fact t h a t  
man alone i s  s a i d  t o  have been crea ted  i n  God's image 
( G s n ,  3.:26,27) .  Even ye t  w e  may no t  f u l l y  comprehend 
all t h a t  i.s meant by t h a t  expression, but i t  c e r t a i n l y  
relates man t o  God i n  a WRY that: nothing s h e  of H i s  
creat ion I s ,  

13. Then t h e r e ' s  Jesus' s ta tement ,  "How much then 
i s  a man better than a sheep?" (Matt, l2 :12 ) ,  and His 
aff i rmatfon,  ''ye are of more va lue  than many sparrows" 
(Matt. 10:31) T h e  f a c t  t h a t  man i s  g r e a t e r  than  the 
animal w o r l d  i s  seen many times and i n  many ways i n  
t h e  B ib le :  (I) man has the  r i g h t  t o  k i l l  and eat an i -  
mals (Gen. 9 :  2 , 3 )  ; ( 2 >  i f  an animal k i 2 l e d  a human be- 
ing,  t he  animal was t o  be k i l l e d  (Exo. 2 1 ~ 2 8 )  ; ( 3 )  
animals were used as  s a c r i f i c e s  f o r  t h e  sins o f  man 
(Lev, 5 : 5 , 6 ) .  

C .  Also t h e  way God created human beings with a 
greater  mind, more ingenuity,  more c r e a t i v i t y ,  and 
some of his s p e c i a l  physical  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  en- 
able man t o  do more than animals can do: (1) man being 
a biped, he can stand on h i s  lower limbs, f r e e i n g  h i s  
upper limbs f o r  u s e f u l  purposes;  (2)  he has hands on 
h i s  upper limbs which are more use fu l  than another 
pa i r  of feet  would be; (3)  his having thumbs oppos i te  
his sets of f i n g e r s  gives him many s u p e r i o r  advan- 
tages; e t c . ) .  

D .  Then t h e r e ' s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  God has placed man 
over H i s  creat ion (Heb. 2:6-8). As God w a s  about t o  
create  man i n  the beginning, ZIe assigned him this ro le  
(Gen, 1.:26) and IJe spoke t o  man about i t  (Gen. 1 :28) ,  

2 .  "How does t h i s  l a t t e r  thought  work 
o u t  i n  man's fulfilling t h i s  role  o f  being 
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over God's creation?" 

I n  many ways. 
A. Man can cut down trees and make lumber, furn i -  

t u r e ,  pos t s ,  paper, and many o the r  items made from 
wood as he decides  t o  do, o r  he can burn it for fuel 
i f  he  wishes t o  do so. 

E. Man can plow t h e  land and raise f i e l d  crops 
and gardens. 

C. H e  can bui ld  ponds and dams and t r a p  run-off 
water t o  use during the  dry season f o r  i r r i g a t i o n  pur- 
poses o r  f o r  f i s h i n g  and boating o r  f o r  generating e- 
l ec t r ica l  power. 

D. To pro tec t  himself aga ins t  the elements of ad- 
verse weather, man can bu i ld  a house t h a t  w i l l  keep 
him dry on ra iny  days, warm on cold days, cool i n  hot  
weather,  and safe from marauding animals and where he 
can p r o t e c t  h i s  possessions from rain,  wind,  now, and 
o the r  human beings. 

E. I f  he doesn' t  want h i s  food t o  s p o i l ,  he 
bu i lds  a r e f r i g e r a t o r .  If he wants t o  go f a s t e r  than 
walking o r  r id ing  a horse,  he bu i lds  a car .  I f  he 
wants t o  f l y  and ge t  he bui lds  an 
a i rp l ane .  If he  wants t o  enjoy vegeta t ion  and flowers 
during t h e  winter  time, he raises house-plants. If 
people l i v i n g  i n  the  no r th  want oranges and banamas 
and pineapples,  they pay people l i v i n g  f a r t h e r  south 
t o  raise them and o ther  people t o  t ranspor t  t h e m  t o  
t h e m .  I f  man wants t o  read the  newspaper a f t e r  t he  sun 
has  gone down, he turns  on a l i g h t .  If h i s  eyes begin 
t o  f a i l ,  he makes g lasses .  I f  h i s  hear ing begins t o  
f a i l ,  he  gets a hearing-aid. If his l egs  g ive  ou t ,  he 
g e t s  a cane o r  crutches o r  a wheel cha i r .  I f  he has 
l o s t  too many t e e t h  t o  t i m e ,  he extracts the  remaining 
ones and g e t s  a man-made set. I f  some i n t e r n a l  problem 
th rea t ens  h i s  l i f e ,  he has samebody operate  on him. 
And we could go on and on t o  show t h a t  God has not 
only gtven man the  i n t e l l i g e n c e  necessary t o  occupy 

t h e r e  even faster, 
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h i s  special r o l e  but  t h a t  man i s  cons t an t ly  exe rc i s ing  
t h a t  right. 

3 .  “ B u t  i f  God wants t o  show His d is -  
pleasure with the wickedness o f  mankind by 
sending drouth conditions, a plague of grass- 
hoppers, e t c . ,  wouldn’t we be f ight ing aga ins t  
God t o  i r r iga t e  and offset  the d r o u t h  and 
spray t o  get r id  of the  grasshoppers? How then 
can God bring hardships on sinful man?” 

A .  No doubt God does send such problems a t  times 
because o f  t h e  wickedness of man. He  s t i l l  exercises 
some moral overs ight  of man so t h a t  He  can call  f o r  
hard times when He knows t h i s  w i l l  he lp  b r ing  man t o  
his senses.  

B, But God i s  no t  l imi ted  i n  H i s  choice of means 
whereby t o  humble man. I r r i g a t i o n  may handle t h e  
drouth s i t u a t i o n ,  bu t  farmers i n  i r r i g a t e d  s e c t i o n s  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  a b i g  h a i l  storm can put  an end t o  t h e i r  
crops. God will have plenty of ways l e f t  t o  d e a l  with 
sinning man can t o  overcome 
t h e  hardships  of na ture .  

when we have done a l l  we 

4 .  “In Heb, 2 : 7 ,  where i t  says o f  man, 
‘Thou crownedst h im w i t h  glory and honor, dnd 
d i d s t  s e t  him over the works o f  thy hands: 
thou hast  p u t  a l l  things in subjection under 
his f e e t , ’  the next  verse goes on t o  say,  ’ R u t  
now we see n o t  yet  a l l  things p u t  under h i m . ‘  
What does that  mean?” 

A. When God put all th ings  under the f o o t  of man 
i n  Gen. 1, t h a t  was before man f e l l  i n t o  s i n .  Indeed 
a t  t h a t  t i m e  everything i n  na tu re  was submissive t o  
the way of man. There was no oppos i t ion  t o  man from 
nature:  Adam and Eve l ived  i n  pe r fec t  happiness and 
triumph. 
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B .  But while man i s  s t i l l  over nature ,  nature  a t  
times rises up against  man--ever s ince  Gen. 3 when God 
pronounced those sentences aga ins t  the human race f o r  
going the  way of s i n .  God pronounced ce r t a in  curses  on 
man t h a t  remain to the present  day (see Gen. 3:16-19). 

C. That Heb. 2:8 statement ("Rut now we see not  
y e t  a l l  th ings  p u t  under him") i s  immediately followed 
by these  words: "But we see Jesus ,  who was made a lit- 
t l e  lower than t h e  angels f o r  t he  suf fer ing  of dea th ,  
crowned wi th  glory and honor; t h a t  he by the  grace of  
God should t a s t e  death f o r  every man" (v. 9 ) .  Jesus 
came t o  make an atonement f o r  man's sins and to  begin 
h i s  redemption, and when He comes again i t  w i l l  be t o  
complete t h a t  redemption--we y e t  w a i t  f o r  the "redemp- 
t i o n  of our  body" (Rom. 8 : 2 3 ) .  When divine redemption 
i s  complete, and we f i n d  ourselves  i n  God's glor ious 
New Jerusalem described i n  Rev. 21:l--22:2, a l l  t h e  
curses  t h a t  have kept us  from being completely the 
v i c t o r  over t he  forces of na ture  w i l l  be p a s t ,  f o r  the  
very next  ve r se  says, "There s h a l l  be no more curse'' 
(Rev. 22: 3) , "for God s h a l l  w ipe  away a l l  t e a r s  from 
t h e i r  eyes;  and there  s h a l l  be no more death, n e i t h e r  
sorrow, nor crying, n e i t h e r  sha l l  there  be any more 
pain: f o r  the  former th ings  a r e  passed away. And he 
t h a t  sat upon the throne sa id ,  Behold I make a l l  
t h ings  new" (Rev. 2 1 : 4 , 5 ) ,  

I n  conclusion it i s  t r u l y  g rea t  t h a t  God has 
placed us over His c rea t ion  and at the  same time given 
u s  t h e  opportunity t o  be H i s  ch i ldren  (I John 3 : l ) .  
God has thus  honored man, and man i s  a t  h i s  best  when 
he realizes t h a t  h i s  i s  the  middle posi t ion:  over t he  
th ings  of t he  ea r th  ma te r i a l ly  and under God Himself 
s p i r i t u a l l y .  To l i v e  i n  harmony with t h i s  r e a l i z a t i o n  
i s  l i f e  a t  i t s  best--to know t h a t  he can u t i l i z e  the  
n a t u r a l  resources ava i l ab le  t o  him while recognizing 
t h a t  he himself i s  t o  submit t o  t h e  mind and hand of 
God t h a t  are over him. 
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' 2. What role did God assign m c ~ l  in His universe? 
3., Shm scm of the ways man exercises that role. 
4 .  What keeps man fmn TWJ having perfect cmtml in cad's universe! 
5. Who is still greater than ran? 

WAN'S ROLE 



1. "Our Engl ish B i b l e  i s  a t r a n s l a t i o n .  
Does t h a t  mean we cannot rely on i t? Some 
people say we cannot depend on i t  because i t  
has been t rans la ted  so many t imes t h a t  what 
we have i n  our Bible today is f a r  d i f f e r e n t  
from what the  o r i g i n a l  was. Help!" 

A.  Yes, our  English Bible i s  a t r a n s l a t i o n ,  bu t  
i f  English-speaking people are t o  know the Word of 
God, i t  must be t r ans l a t ed  ou t  of the o r i g i n a l  lan-  
guages (mainly Hebrew f o r  t h e  Old Testament and Greek 
€or t h e  New) i n t o  English. 

B. But don ' t  be worried by those who say the  B i -  
b l e  has  been t r a n s l a t e d  so many times t h a t  i t  is vast- 
l y  d i f f e r e n t  today from t h e  o r i g i n a l .  Our English B i -  
b l e  has  been t r a n s l a t e d  d i r e c t l y  from t h e  Hebrew and 
t h e  Greek. The way some c r i t i c s  of t h e  Bible  t a l k  you 
would think t h e  Bible w a s  t r a n s l a t e d  ou t  of Hebrew and 
Greek i n t o  Spanish, and from Spanish i n t o  Frenchs and 
from French i n t o  Swedish, and from Swedish i n t o  Eng- 
l i s h .  I f  t h a t  were the  case, yes our English t r a n s l a -  
t i o n  would be so many s t e p s  away from t h e  o r i g i n a l  
t h a t  w e  could n o t  depend on it .  But s ince  our English 
Bible has  been t r ans l a t ed  d i r e c t l y  f rom t h e  o r i g i n a l  
languages, w e  can b e  j u s t  as confident of it as two 
diplomats from foreign count r ies  are of t h e i r  t rans-  
l a t o r s '  words between them. 

2 .  "Do we have t h e  original copies of 
the  New Testament books today? I f  SO, who 
has them?" 

A. A s  f a r  as we know, they a r e  no longer i n  ex is -  
tence.  The poverty of  the  apos t l e s  l i k e l y  necess i ta ted  
t h e i r  w r i t i n g  most of t h e i r  communications on papyrus 
wr i t ing  material r a t h e r  t h a t  t h e  expensive parchment 
and t h e  even more expensive vellum of t h e i r  day. 

B.  Papyrus, t he  forerunner of paper,  w a s  b r i t t l e ,  
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and as t hese  o r i g i n a l  copies were handled o f t e n  as 
various congregations made personal  copies  of them, 
l i k e l y  an u l t ima te  death b e f e l l  t h e  o r i g i n a l s .  

3. "What are t h e  o ldes t  known copies o f  
the origSnal Greek New Testament now i n  exis- 
t en c e? I' 

A,  The S i n a i t i c  copy was made around 325 and i s  
now owned by England. 

B, The Vatican copy is  i n  t h e  Vat ican L ib ra ry  a t  
Rome. It too was made around 325, 

It i s  thought t h a t  these  two very  va luab le  copies  
could have been among t h e  50 copies  oE t h e  B ib le  that 
the  Emperor Constantine had t h e  famous Eusebius and 
his s t a f f  copy i n  t h e  ea r ly .  p a r t  of h i s  r e i g n ,  They 
are on the  most expensive vellum and would i n d i c a t e  
such a roya l  h i s to ry .  

C.  The Alexandrian copy and the Ephraem copy were 
both made around t h e  year 400. 

These 4 are the earliest known copies  of t he  
Greek New Testament i n  exis tence.  

4.  "If  the  e a r l i e s t  o f  these were copied 
around 325, how do we know t h a t  somebody d i d n ' t  
write t he  New Testament about then?" 

A. It i s  easy t o  t r a c e  the New Testament from 325 
r i g h t  back t o  t h e  days of the apos t l e s  through anc ien t  
versions and numerous quotat ions from i t ,  For i n s t a n c e  
t h e  Peshi to  Syr i ac  vers ion  was t r a n s l a t e d  about 150 as 
was t he  Old La t in  vers ion.  And t h e  two Egyptian ver- 
s ions  ( the  Bahiric and t h e  Sahidic)  f o r  t h e  two sec- 
t i o n s  of Egypt (Lower Egypt and Upper Egypt) were 
Wanslated around 175. 

B. Thus wi th in  but  a few years  a f t e r  t h e  a p o s t l e s  
and t h e i r  i n sp i r ed  assoc ia tes  wrote t h e  New Testament 
books, a t r a n s l a t i o n  was made of them f o r  the Syr ian  

. .  
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Chr i s t i ans  i n  the e a s t ,  a t r a n s l a t i o n  was made for t h e  
Latin-speaking Chris t ians  i n  t h e  w e s t S  and two t rans-  
l a t i o n s  were made f o r  t he  Egyptian Chr is t ians  of Afri-  
ca. 

C.  These t r ans l a t ions  prove t h a t  t he  New Testa- 
ment d id  not  come i n t o  ex is tence  around the days of 
Constantine.  These very e a r l y  vers ions  help us know 
t h a t  the  New Testament traces t o  t h e  days of the apos- 
t l es .  Before any book is t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  another lan- 
guage o r  languages, it must a t t a i n  such prominence i n  
i ts  o r i g i n a l  language t h a t  t he  demand f o r  i t  i n  o ther  
languages is created,  That took much longer i n  the  
e a r l y  cen tu r i e s  a f t e r  Christ than i t  does today. This  
f a c t  argues f o r  the New Testament's being i n  existence 
q u i t e  sometime before our e a r l i e s t  known versions,  es- 
p e c i a l l y  s ince  i t  was t r ans l a t ed  f o r  people i n  widely 
separated areas. 

5. "Is i t  true that  the l i t e ra ture  of 
the early Christian writers abounds i n  quo- 
tat ions from the New Testament, showlng that 
the New Testament was surely in exis tence from 
the apostles onwardp and tha t  i t  was the same 
as our New Testament today?" 

Yes, t h a t  i s  t rue .  Following are some samples and 
some observat ions.  

A .  Clement of Rome wrote t o  t h e  Corinthian church 
about 96 A.D. concerning i t s  long-standing problem of 
d iv i s ion ,  He wrote, "Take up the E p i s t l e  of the bless-  
ed Apostle Paul ( r e fe r r ing  t o  I Corinthians--D,G.H.). 
What d id  he write t o  you i n  the beginning of the gos- 
p e l ?  Tru ly ,  under the  i n s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  S p i r i t  he 
wrote t o  you concerning himselE and Cephas and Apol- 
los, because even then par t ies  had been formed among 
them. I t  

B .  Polycarp was born around 55 A . D .  and was bap- 
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t i z e d  i n  70 A.D. Thus he grew up r i g h t  during t h e  a- 
postolic age. He was appointed an e l d e r  i n  Smyrna by 
apos t les .  He wrote a letter t o  t h e  Ph i l ipp ian  church,  
Notice bow many B ib l i ca l  s ta tements  are found i n  h i s  
le t ter  t o  it: "Wherefore g i rd ing  up your 1,oins Bewe 
the  Lord i n  f e a r  and t r u t h ,  as those who have forsaken 
the va in ,  empty t a l k  and e r r o r  o f  t he  mul t i tude ,  and 
believed i n  H i m  who ra i sed  up our  Lord Jesus C h r i s t  
from t h e  dead and throne a t  H i s  
r i g h t  hand, To H i m  all. th ings  i n  heaven and on earth 
a r e  sub jec t .  H i m  every sp i r i t  serves. He comes as the 
judge of the l i v i n g  .and t h e  dead," 'These l i n e s  are 
j u s t  a sample o f  the  severa l  chapters  i n  h i s  let ter t o  
the Phi l ipp ians .  

C .  I gna t iu s  was born around 60 A , D .  and w a s  mar- 
tyred j u s t  10 years  a f t e r  t h e  dea th  of t h e  a p o s t l e  
John. On h i s  f a t e f u l  t r ip  t o  Rome from Antioch he 
wrote letters i n  which a r e  r e fe rences  t o  Matt., Mark, 
Luke, John, 9 of Paul ' s  e p i s t l e s ,  I P e t , ,  and I John-- 
15 New Testament books (more than  h a l f  of  t h e  New Tes- 
tament books). 

If space permitted,  we could g ive  you an abun- 
dmce  of such quotat ions from t h e i r  sermons and other 
wri t ings  and from those of o the r  men a l s o .  It has been 
s t a t e d  t h a t  if the  New Testament as a book were l o s t ,  
almost the  e n t i r e t y  of i t  could be repraduced from 
writers o f  the ea r ly  centur ies  of C h r i s t i a n i t y  such as 
Clement, Polycarp,  Ignat ius ,  Justin,  I renaeus ,  Tertul-  
l i a n ,  Osigen, and others .  I renaeus ' s  w r i t i n g s  a lone  
contain quotat ions from almost every book of t h e  New 
Testament. And t h e r e  are 1,800 quota t ions  from t h e  New 
Testament i n  t h e  wr i t ings  o f  T e r t u l l i a n  alone.  

statement by McGarvey: '$he fo rce  and value of the  ev- 
idence from quotat ions can be more proper ly  appreci-  
a ted if we compare t h e  evidence from the  same source 
f o r  some of t h e  most noted c l a s s i c a l  w r i t i n g s  of a n t i -  
qui ty .  The wr i t ings  of Herodotus, t h e  most famous of 

gave H i m  g lo ry  and a 

The impact  of a19 t h i s  i s  seen from the fo l lowing-  
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Greek h i s t o r i a n s ,  are quoted by only one author i n  the 
f i r s t  cen tury  a f t e r  they were w r i t t e n ,  by only one i f i  
t h e  second, by one i n  the  t h i r d ,  and by only two i n  
t h e  f o u r t h .  Thucydides, second among Greek h i s t o r i a n s ,  
is  not quoted at  a l l  durirlg t h e  f i r s t  two cen tu r i e s  
a f t e r  h e  wrote.  Livy, t h e  e a r l y  Roman h i s t o r i a n ,  is 
quoted by on ly  one writer i n  t h e  f i r s t  hundred yea r s ,  
and t h e  f i r s t  t o  quote Tac i tu s  i s  T e r t u l l i a n ,  who 
wrote about 100 years  later. If then our  t a sk  had been 
t o  trace back t o  t h e i r  au thors  t h e  works of these  cel- 
ebra t ed  writers, works t h e  genuineness of which is 
never c a l l e d  i n  quest ion,  t h e  case which we could make 
for them would be weakness itself compared with t h a t  
which we have made for t h e  writings of t h e  New Testa- 
men t . " 

Thus t h e r e  i s  no ques t ion  b u t  what the  Greek 
manuscripts  from which our English Bible  has  been 
t r a n s l a t e d  can be t raced  right back t o  the  age and 
authorship of the  apos t l e s .  

QUESTIQNs 
1. Is our English Bible a translation of a translation of a tram- 

latian, etc., or has it been translated directly fran the fan- 
g a g e s  in *ich it was written? 

2. why are the original copies of the aps t les '  writings not 
knm to exist today? 

3. What are the 4 mst ancient Greek copies of the New Testanent 
in our possession, and at  what approximate dates were they 
made? 

4. Give the names and appraXimate dates for the earliest trans- 
lations knuwn. 

5. Nmz sane of the early Christian writers *o quoted freely fmm 
the New Testamnt. 
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Breaking o f  Bread 

1,  "Aren I t there some who say that 
'breaking of  bread'' in Acts does n o t  mean 
the Lord's s u p p e r  b u t  a regular meal? 

A. Yes, and t h e r e  are a l s o  some who say it means 
'lpreachingt' a 

B. Those who deny t h a t  I'breaking of bread" r e f e r s  
t o  the  Lord's supper possibly do so because they are 
not  giving the  Lord's supper as prominent a p lace  i n  
t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  as i s  taught i n  t h e  New Testament, 

C ,  We should be  B ib l i ca l ly  prepared t o  meet t h e i r  
arguments. 

2 ,  "On what do they base their contention 
t h a t  'breaking of  bread' is eating a common 
mea 1 ? ' I  

They base i t  on something the  two men of Emmaus 
sa id .  Af te r  the r e su r rec t ion  Je sus  was walking north-  
w e s t  ou t  of Jerusalem toward evening, He  f e l l  i n  wi th  
two men walking out  t o  t h e i r  hometown Emmaus. They 
urged Him t o  spend t h e  n ight  wi th  them i n s t e a d  of tra- 
ve l ing  an, not  r e a l i z i n g  i t  w a s  Jesus. During t h e  be- 
ginning of t h e i r  evening meal, " t h e i r  eyes  were 0- 
pened, and they knew him; and he vanished ou t  of their 
s ight"  (Luke 24:31), They immediately went back t o  Je- 
rusalem and t o l d  t h e  apos t l e s  "how he  was known of 
them i n  breaking of bread" (Luke 2 4 : 3 5 ) .  This event 
was not  the Lord's supper b u t  t h e i r  evening meal. 

3. "How can we determine when i t  means 
the Lord's supper and when it means a regular 
meal?" 

There w i l l  be  something wi th in  t h e  text i t s e l f  
that w i l l  i n d i c a t e  to which i t  r e f e r s .  By so doing it  
is easy t o  show t h a t  both Acts 2:42 and A c t 6  20:7 def- 
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i n i t e l y  r e f e r  t o  the Lord's supper. 
A. A c t s  2 : 4 2 ,  In  t h i s  passage Luke i s  nar ra t ing  

the  s p i r i t u a l  f a i th fu lness  of t he  f i r s t  converts t o  
C h r i s t i a n i t y .  He says they continued s t ead fas t ly  i n  
four  th ings :  the apos t les '  doc t r ine ,  fellowship, 
breaking of bread, and prayers .  Does Luke mean t o  say 
i n  t h i s  passage, "They continued s t e a d f a s t l y  i n  the a- 
p o s t l e s '  doc t r ine  and fel lowship and prayer,  and you 
r e a l l y  ought t o  see those fel lows eat?" O f  course no t ,  
but t h a t  is  what he is  saying i f  "breaking of bread" 
i n  t h i s  passage means common ea t ing .  This  passage i s  
a l s o  use fu l  t o  show t h a t  the expression does not mean 
preaching, f o r  the  preaching i s  involved i n  the  "apos- 
t l e s '  doctr ine"  i n  t h i s  passage. 

B. Acts 2 0 : 7 .  This passage says  t h e  d i sc ip l e s  had 
come toge ther  on the "to break 
bread", and t h a t  Paul being present  preached t o  them. 
Now why do s a i n t s  come together  on the  Lord's day? To 
eat common food? O f  course no t .  They come together f o r  
s p i r i t u a l  reasons.  Surely t h i s  "breaking of bread" is  
not  common ea t ing  but t h e  Lord's supper. 

f i r s t  day of t h e  week 

4, 9 h a t  about I breaking o f  bread I i n  Acts 
2:46? I f  t h i s  mean5 the Lord's supper, then we 
should observe the Lord's supper every day." 

Having es tab l i shed  t h a t  A c t s  20:7 does mean the  
Lord's supper, i t  is  easy t o  show by cont ras t  t h a t  
Acts 2 : 4 6  does not .  

A,  I n  Acts 20:7 they CAME TOGETHER. t o  break bread 
while  i n  Acts 2 : 4 6  they WENT HOME TO THEIR HOUSES FROM 
THE ASSEEBLY t o  break bread. 

B. Acts 20:7 as corroborated by e a r l y  church h is -  
t o r y  shows a WEEKLY OBSERVANCE of t h e  Lord's supper, 
something q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  "breaking of bread" 
i n  A c t s  2 : 4 6  which they did EVERY DAY. 

C.  When you read, "Breaking bread from house t o  
house, d id  eat t h e i r  meat w i t h  gladness and s ingleness  
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of heart," i n  Acts 2 : 4 6 ,  t h e  "did eat t h e i r  meat with 
gladness and singleness:  ~f hear t"  i s  i n  apposi t ion 
with "breaking bread from house t o  house", r e f e r r i n g  
t o  t h e  same matter, 

These l a s t  verses of Acts 2 show $he d a i l y  l i f e  
of the new converts: every day they came toge ther  i n  
t h e  temple and then broke up t o  go home, happy i n  
Chr i s t ,  p r a i s i n g  God, having favor with t h e i r  fellow- 
rnen;and seeing t h e i r  numbers increase  d a i l y ,  

5. "What about 'had broken bread'  in 
A c t s  20: 11 ?"  

The question I s ,  was this t h e  Lord's supper or  a 
meal? They came together  t o  break bread ( t h e  Lord's 
supper),  It would seem tha t  a f t e r  they had done that ,  
Paul preached t o  them, Luke mentioning t h a t  he 
preached " u n t i l  midnight", After r e s t o r i n g  Eutychus t o  
l i f e ,  he came back up t o  t he  h a l l ,  ate,  and waited un- 
t i l  daybreak, when he took h i s  l eave  of them. It had 
to be r egu la r  eating--it was no t  even dQne on t h e  
f i r s t  day of t h e  week, f o r  it was a f t e r  !'midnight". 

QUESTIONS 

1 .  On what do s m  base their contention that "breaking of bpad" 
is a c m n  mal? 

2. How can we tel l  when that expression means a mal and when it 
means the Lord's supper? I 

3. why does "breakh& of break" man the Lord's supper in Acts 2;42? 
4. ?'why does it man the Lord's supper in Acts 20:7? 
5 .  Why does ic r~eai eating food in Acts 2:46? 
6. Why does it wan eating food in Acts 20: 1 l ?  
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1.  " D i d n ' t  the  Jews in B i b l e  times have 
a d i s t i n c t i o n  between animals they could and 
could no t  eat?" 

Yes, not  only concerning dry-land animals but al- 
so  concerning f i s h e s  of t h e  waters and fowls of t h e  
air .  

2 .  "Just  what meats could they ea t  and 
not ea t?"  

A .  Land animals: They could eat t h e  ox, sheepI 
goat ,  h a r t ,  roebuck, fallow deer,  wild boat, pygarg, 
wild o x ,  and chamois (Deut. 14:4,5), They were not t o  
eat the  camel, hare, coney, and swine (Deut. 14:7,8), 
nor any animal w i t h  paws--the e n t i r e  cat-family (Lev. 
11:27), and no t  the  weasel, mouse, t o r t o i s e ,  f e r r e t ,  
chameleon, l i z a r d ,  s n a i l ,  and mole (Lev. 11:29,30). 

B .  Fishes:  They could eat any fish t h a t  had f ins  
and scales but none t h a t  lacked them (Deut, 14:9*10). 

C. Fowls: They could no t  eat t h e  eagle ,  o s s i -  
f rage ,  ospray, glede, k i t e ,  vu l tu re ,  raven, owl, n igh t  
hawk, cuckow, hawk, l i t t l e  owl, g rea t  owl, swan, p e l i -  
can, g i e r  eagle ,  cormorant, s to rk ,  heron, lapwing, and 
b a t  (Deut. 14:12-18). Four-footed fowls that creep 
were not  t o  be ea ten  (Lev. 11:20) although they could 
eat the  l o c u s t ,  bald locus t ,  b e e t l e ,  and grasshopper 
(Lev. 11: 22,23), 

3. "Did these d i s t i n c t i o n s  begin w i t h  
Moses ? I' 

A.  No. I n  the  days of t h e  f lood t h e r e  was a d i s -  
t i n c t i o n  (Gen. 7:2) which w e  presume t o  be the same as 
t h a t  later given i n  the  l a w  of Moses. 

B. The d i s t i n c t i o n  ex is ted  i n  Noah's day primari-  
l y  with r e fe rence  t o  what animals could be s a c r i f i c e d  
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clean animals (Een, 8:20). 

4, "Are we s t i l l  under these d i s t i n c -  
t i o n s  today?" 

Not according t o  the  following New Testament 
passages : 

A .  Mark 7:18,19. In  Jesus' explanat ion of what He  
I_ had sa id  t o  the  Pharisees  about def i lement ,  H e  gave 
teaching t h a t  purged o r  made c lean  a l l  meats. Th i s  w a s  
new covenant teaching expounded ahead of t i m e .  Jesus 
piade a21 meats clean! 

8. Acts 1O:ll-15. This shee t  contained al.1 manner 
1 of beasts unclean t o  a Jew as  evidenced from P e t e r ' s  

reply t o  the  voice.  When he refused t o  kill and ea t  ' those animals and fowls t h a t  had been unclean through- 
I out  the Mosaic d i spewa t ion ,  t h e  voice  sa id ,  "What: God 
1 hath  cleansed, t h a t  c a l l  not  COIIU~OR." Not ice  t h e  

words, "What God ha th  cleansed." Then God has c leansed 
every animal and every fowl on which P e t e r  had looked 
even as He i s  now pleased t o  acknowledge t h e  c leanness  
of Gent i les  through Chr i s t ,  a l e s son  being taught  by 
t h i s  ob jec t  lesson  on Simon's housetop. Some t r y  t o  
side-step t h e  i s sue  by saying i t  w a s  t h e  l e s son  i n -  
b v o l v d  ( the  cleansing of t h e  Gent i les )  t h a t  Cod was 
t a lk ing  about, but  God used an o b j e c t  l e s son  t o  f i t  
t he  Gent i les '  case (something t h a t  had once been un- 
clean has now been made c l ean ) ,  

C. I T i m .  4:l-5. One of t h e  doc t r ines  of then- 
coming apostasy was commanding t o  a b s t a i n  from meats 
which God had created.  When needed today no spec ie s  of 
meat is  t o  be refused from a r e l i g i o u s  s tandpoin t .  We 
do not  have t o  eat everything, bu t  we may as far  as 
div ine  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  concerned, f o r  "every c r e a t u r e  
of God i s  good, and nothing t o  be re fused  i f  i t  be +e- 
ceived with thanksgiving: f o r  i t  i s  s a n c t i f i e d  by t h e  
word of God and prayer." 
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5 .  "Why then d i d  God g i v e  these d i s t i n c -  
t i ons  in Old Testament t imes?"  

A .  God thereby demonstrated H i s  au tho r i ty  t o  t e l l  
man what he could partake of and what he could n o t .  
When they thought of food, they had t o  remember what 
God had sa id .  Notice too they were not even t o  touch 
t h a t  which was unclean (Lev. 11: 8). In l i k e  manner t h e  
New Testament says, "Come out from among them, and be 
y e  separate ,  s a i t h  the  Lord, and TOUCH NOT THE UNCLEAN 
THING: and I w i l l  receive you (11 Cor. 6:17). The Old 
Testament J e w s  were i n  a physical  covenant with God 
while w e  are i n  a s p i r i t u a l  covenant with H i m .  They 
were a physical  nat ion entered by physical  b i r t h ,  they 
had a mark i n  t h e i r  f l e s h  (circumcision),  and they 
were promised a n  e a r t h l y  land (Canaan). God t h e r e f o r e  
t o l d  them of t hese  physical  things t h a t  they could not; 
eat. We today a r e  a s p i r i t u a l  people, t he  new covenant 
i s  entered by s p i r i t u a l  b i r t h ,  we have s p i r i t u a l  c i r -  
cumcisiorL, and we  are going t o  a heavenly land.  God 
has  t h e r e f o r e  t o l d  us what t o  embody i n  our s p i r i t u a l  
l ives and what t o  leave alone as unclean. Yes, God has 
t h i s  au tho r i ty ,  and we are t o  respect  H i s  d i s t i n c -  
t ions.  Touch "not t h e  unclean thing! 

B. In those days God gave t h e  J e w  the  r e a l l y  good 
th ings  and withheld those animals t h a t  were n o t  s o  
good. Who wouldn't r a t h e r  eat beef than a mouse? Who 
wouldn't rather e a t  a pigeon than a vu l tu re?  And God 
t o  t h i s  day gives  u s  t h e  good things and withholds the  
bad. Rom. 12:9 says t o  abhor t h a t  which is  e v i l  and t o  
cleave t o  t h a t  which i s  good. How the  d e v i l  works t o  
g e t  people t o  t h ink  God i s  h e a r t l e s s  and mean i n  H i s  
p rohib i t ions ,  leaving us nothing t h a t  we can do. But: 
H e  has  l e f t  us much t h a t  we can do--everything except 
those thirigs that are no t  good. 

C .  I n  t h e  days of t h e  l a w ,  when man was o f f e r i n g  
animal s a c r i f i c e s  t o  God, man was n o t  given t h e  clean 
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animals t o  eat and allowed t o  s a c r i f i c e  t h e  u n c l s m  
ones,  No, when a man went t o  s a c r i f i c e  t o  God, he had 
t o  take one of t he  very animals he himself could eat 
and s a c r i f i c e  i t  t o  God, And today we need t o  realize 
t h a t  God wants a clean s a c r i f i c e ,  a holy  s a c r i f i c e ,  a 
s a c r i f i c e  well-pleasing t o  H i m ,  No wonder Rom. 12:l 
says,  "Present your bodies  a l i v i n g  sacrifice t o  God, 
holy,  acceptable t o  God." 

D, A t  t h e  time t h a t  Dr. Charles  Weiss was d i rec -  
t o r  of the C l i n i c a l  and Research Labora tor ies  of M t .  
Zion Hospi ta l  of San Francisco, he s a w  from his van- 
tage point another reason: "When we recall the  absence 
of f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  r e f r i g e r a t i o n  and s t e r i l i z a t i o n  of 
food during B i b l i c a l  times, we must regard  t h e  d i e t a r y  
laws i n s t i t u t e d  by Moses a s  nothing less than l i f e -  
saving, Many of t he  l and  and water c r e a t u r e s  whose use 
as food he prohib i ted  were e i t h e r  commonly i n f e c t e d  o r  
subjec t  t o  In fec t ion ,  The p i g  i s  f r equen t ly  i n f e s t e d  
wi th  flukes, t r i c h i n a  or  with pork tapeworm. Rabbi t s  
may be in fec t ed  with a d isease  known as tularemia.  
Shell  f i s h  are f requent ly  contaminated w i t h  human sew- 
age and typhoid b a c i l l i .  All of these  were placed on 
t h e  forbidden l i s t ,  thus  avoiding epidemics of food 
in fec t ion  and food poisoning'' (an excerp t  from an ar- 
t i c l e  i n  " S c i e n t i f i c  Monthly'' by D r  . Weiss) e 

6, "Are there some today who still 
c l i n g  to those Old Testament laws about 
meats ? I '  

Yes, most seventh-day bodies  do. But t h a t  does 
not make i t  r i g h t ,  We do not  need t o  f e a r  t h a t  we are 
doing wrong by ea t ing  meats t h a t  were forbidden under 
the  Old Testament. We have seen t h a t  God has  cleansed 
all meats so t h a t  we can eat i n  f u l l  assurance of 
f a i th - - f a i th  t h a t  comes by hear ing ,  hear ing by the 
Word of God (Rom. 10:17). 

In c los ing  l e t  us not f o r g e t  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  fd- 
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fillments in our lives today of those  dietary 
the Old Testament. 

laws of 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6.  

7. 

8. 

9. 

QUESTIONS 
Naae 3 land animdls that were considered '%lean". 
Naru! 2 land animals that were considered "unclean". 
What fishes were considered '%lean"? 
Nzme 5 fowls that =re considelfed "unclean". 
Were they allowed to eat locusts? 
What prpose did the distinction between "clean" and '%lclean" 
animals and fowls serve before the flood? 
Cite 2 New Testmnt passages that show we are M) longer under 
those distinctions. 
Give 2 reasons why Gad made those distinctions for Old Test- 
anent times. 
What religious people still hold to those distinctions? 
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1, ''Since we as a people do not prac- 
t i c e  footwashing, i t  bothers me everytfme I 
read Jesus' words, ' I f  I then, your Lord and 
Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought 
to wash one another's feet' (John 13:14), I 
don't know how to get around t h i s  verse." 

A. We shouldn ' t  t r y  t o  "get around t h i s  verse" 
any mre than we would any o the r  verse of S c r i p t u r e .  
"All s c r i p t u r e  i s  given by i n s p i r a t i o n  of God, and i s  
p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  doctr ine,  fo r  reproof ,  f o r  co r rec t ion ,  
f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  r ighteousnesst t  (fI Tim. 3:16), 

B. We want t o  understand t h e  exact i n t e n t i o n  of 
God in each passage of Sc r ip tu re ,  

2. !'How do you understand thts verse to 
be taken?" 

This s ta tement  i s  p a r t  of John 13:l-17. A stvdy 
of these  1 7  verses l eads  one t o  conclude that Jesus 
was washing H i s  d i sc ip l e s '  f e e t  as an o b j e c t  l e s son  t o  
impress t he  apos t l e s  with a much needed t r u t h .  

A. For sometime the  a p o s t l e s  had been d i scuss ing  
among themselves the  matter, of which would Le t h e  
g r e a t e s t  i n  t h e  coming kingdom. J e s u s  had a l r eady  set 
a l i t t l e  c h i l d  i n  t h e i r  midst  and used t h e  c h i l d  as an  
ob jec t  lesson t o  teach them about humi l i t y  (Matt. 18: 
1-41, 

H e  washed their  f e e t  
Luke's account t h a t  says nothing of the  footwashing 
says,  "There was a l s o  a s t r i fe  among them, Which of 
them should be accounted t h e  g rea t e s t "  (Luke 22:24). 
Jesus did no t  disregard t h e i r  d i scuss ion .  He s a i d  t o  
them at  t h a t  t i m e ,  "The k ings  of t he  Gentiles exercise 
lordship  over them; and they t h a t  exercise a u t h o r i t y  
upon them are ca l l ed  benefac tors ,  But ye s h a l l  n o t  be  

B. A t  t h e  same supper where 
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so: but he t h a t  i s  g rea t e s t  among you, l e t  him be as 
the  younger; and he  t h a t  i s  ch ie f ,  as he t h a t  doth 
serve. For whether i s  g rea t e r ,  he t h a t  s i t t e t h  a t  
meat, o r  he t h a t  serveth? is no t  he t h a t  s i t t e t h  a t  
meat? but I a m  among you as he t h a t  serveth" (Luke 22: 
25-27), How appropriate  f o r  H i m  t o  exemplify what He 
w a s  teaching with t h i s  ob jec t  lesson  of washing t h e i r  
f ee t !  

3 .  "If  this be Jesus' intention, could 
you show this by going down through the pas- 
sage and pointing i t  out?" 

A. In v. 7 Jesus s a i d  t o  Pe ter ,  'What I do thou 
knowest no t  now" (Peter knew Jesus  was about t o  wash 
h i s  f e e t ) ;  "but thou s h a l t  know hereaf te r"  ( in  other  
words t h e r e  was a lesson  to be learned from what He 
was doing). Now in v. 12  ( a f t e r  Be had completed wash- 
ing t h e i r  f e e t )  Jesus asked, "Know ye what I have done 
t o  you?" They could have sa id ,  "You have washed our 
f e e t , "  b u t  they awaited Jesus '  explanation. 

B, In t h e i r  cu l tu re  it w a s  a servant ' s  r o l e  t o  
wash the  f e e t  of another--the lesser served while t h e  
g r e a t e r  was  served. Jesus  w a s  revers ing  t h a t  role-- 
j u s t  as He sa id  i n  Luke's account ("He t h a t  is  great-  
est among you...is...he t h a t  doth serve...I a m  among 
you as he t h a t  serveth").  He  s a i d  t h a t  what He had 
done was an example t o  them--that ins tead  of arguing 
among themselves who was going t o  be the g r e a t e s t ,  
they should serve one another in var ious  ways as ser- 
vants of one another--just as Paul  sa id ,  "By love  
se rve  one another" (Gal. 5:13). Sometimes they might 
serve one another by washing t h e i r  f e e t  and sometimes 
by doing o ther  th ings  f o r  them. 

4 ,  "Can you prove from the tex t  t ha t  Je- 
sus was not inst i tut ing a church ordinance o f  
footwashing b u t  teaching them t o  serve one a- 
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nother i n  vari o m  ways i n  everyday 1 ifel" 

Yes, t h a t  is  easy t o  show, 
A ,  Notice the l as t  verm 5n this  passage (v, 17): 

"If ye know these  things. ,  . ) ' I  then what d id  He go on 
t o  say, "Happy are ye i f  ye do ZT (footwashing)?" No, 
''Happy a r e  ye if you do THEM" (pIural)--Pvarious 
things ! 

B. Whenever and wherever we take the servant's 
r o l e  and minister t o  the  needs of others, we are fol-  
lowing t he  example of Jesus. There are so many ways we 
can "wash fee t" ,  so t o  speak, and i t  1s the part o f  
t he  Chr i s t i an  t o  do so at every occasion: ''Ae ye 
therefore  have opportunity, let us do good unto a l l  
menI e spec ia l ly  unto them who are of the household of 
f a i t h "  ( G a l .  6: lo), 

5. "DO those churches tha t  observe 
footwashing as an ordinance do i t  exactly as 
the Bible teaches?" 

L e t  us  n o t i c e  three ways they dev ia t e .  
A .  Jesus  washed d i r t y  f e e t  because they needed 

washing while  people today who p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a pub l i c  
footwashing are washing f e e t  t h a t  are cleari. In Bible  
days t h e i r  shoes were of a sandal-var ie ty ,  and their 
roads and paths  were dusty. They had t o  wash t h e i r  
f e e t  o f ten .  It was j u s t  such dus ty  f e e t  t h a t  J e sus  
washed t h a t  n igh t .  But when footwashers go t o  their 
se rv ices  today, they wash t h e i r  f e e t  before  going-- 
they wouldn't th ink of tak ing  off their  shoes and 
socks o r  s tockings and have o thers  see t h e i r  f e e t  d i r -  
t y .  I n  t h e i r  se rv ice ,  then, they wash f e e t  t h a t  are 
already c lean .  

B. They wash f e e t  i n  a pub l i c  s e r v i c e  whi l t~Jesus  
did i t  p r iva t e ly .  The Passover was no t  observed i n  t h e  
temple but: i n  homes. Each family had i t s  own passover 
meal (two small  fami l ies  could observe it together-  
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Exo. 12: 3 , 4 ) .  Jesus and H i s  apos t l e s ,  l i v i n g  together  
as a group as they did,  formed a family-type group 
t h e r e  i n  the  upper room. The a p o s t l e s  were t o  teach 
the converts  t o  observe a l l  th ings .  Jesus  c o m n d e d  
them (Matt, 28:20), but t he re  is no record of their 
ever teaching any church t o  observe footwashing. 

C,  Some who wash f e e t  as a church ordinance wash 
only one foot while Jesus washed both feet of each 
person (John 13:6-10) If we regarded this  as g d i -  
v ine ly - ins t i t u t ed  church ordinance and not  as an ex- 
ample and objec t  lesson, w e  would not  think of washing 
only one foo t  of a person. 

6. "What about I Tim. 5:10?" 

A. Some, of course, th ink  t h i s  proves t h a t  John 
13:l-17 i s  t o  be taken as a church ordinance. But does 
it? We s h a l l  see. 

B,  That verse  i s  p a r t  of a sec t ion  about aged wi -  
dows who should receive f i n a n c i a l  support  from the 
church. Such a widow was  t o  be of a c e r t a i n  age (at 
least 60--v. 9) .  She was t o  have been the  wife of one 
man (v. 9) .  She was t o  be a woman w e l l  reported of for 
her  good works: one who has  brought up chi ldren,  
lodged s t r ange r s ,  washed saints' f e e t ,  re l ieved  t h e  
a f f l i c t e d ,  and d i l i g e n t l y  followed every good work. 
Where do you do the above things--in the  church ser- 
vice o r  j u s t  anywhere i n  everyday l i f e ?  Everything 
mentioned i s  something done a t  home o r  i n  the comun- 
i t y  as a matter of everyday life and not  something 
done merely i n  a church serv ice .  

I n  c los ing  let  us  ge t  t h e  t r u e  meaning of John 
13, r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  we are t o  do far more than merely 
wash somebody's clean foo t  i n  a church service. We are 
t o  render loving,  humble s e r v i c e  t o  one another when- 
ever we  can and wherever we can. This  w i l l  demonstrate 
t h a t  w e  are indeed d i s c i p l e s  of the Lord Jesus  and are 
doing as H e  did.  
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QUESTIONS 
I .  Why should we imt try to "get ar0mc-i'' John 13: 142 
2. What had the apostles been discussing mng themselves? 
3. What earlier object lesson had Jesus used in teaching them about 

what they were discussing? 
4.  According to Jesus' readling, who is greater-the one who 

serves o r  the one who is served? 
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1. "We a l l  know t h a t  drunkenness i s  a 
sin, b u t  what is wrong w i t h  social d r ink ing  
or  having a beer now and then just so long 
as a person doesn't get drunk?" 

A. F i r s t  of all l e t  u s  e s t a b l i s h  from the  Bible 
t h e  s in fu lness  of drunkenness, This i s  seen i n  both 
Old and New Testaments (see Deut. 21:20; Prov. 25:20, 
21; Prov. 20:l; Isa. 5:11 and Hab. 2:15 f o r  Old Testa- 
ment verses and I Cor. 6:9,10; G a l .  5:19-21; Luke 21: 
34 and Rom. 13:13 f o r  New Testament ve r ses ) .  

E. L e t  u s  no t  forge t  t h a t  people do not  get  them- 
selves e i t h e r  i n t o  drunkenness o r  alcoholism except 
from a s o c i a l  dr inking o r  beer-drinking beginning. 
Some years  ago your writer was conducting a meeting i n  
t h e  nor thern  Ozarks. The community knew t h e  stand of 
t h e  church aga ins t  a lcohol ic  beverages. While we were 
c a l l i n g  i n  t h e  community, two d i f f e r e n t  men on two 
d i f f e r e n t  calls  voiced t h e i r  thoughts about t he  mat- 
ter, both being c a r e f u l  t o  a f f i rm t h a t  drunkenness w a s  
wrong but t h a t  they couldn ' t  see anything wrong with 
s o c i a l  dr inking.  I complimented them for t h e i r  
thoughts about drunkenness and then went on t o  ask,  
"Have you ever been drunk?" Both of them very sheep- 
i s h l y  answered that they had been drunk "a few times". 
I t o l d  them t h a t  t h i s  i s  one of several reasons f o r  
not taking a s o c i a l  dr ink,  t h a t  my t o t a l  abst inence 
has kept m e  from ever being drunk while  t h e i r  s o c i a l  
dr inking had not  t o t a l l y  kept them from drunkenness. 

2. " B u t  doesn't E p h .  5:18 f o r b i d  only ' 

d r i n k i n g  t o  excess, not sensible d r i n k i n g ? "  

You might g e t  t h a t  impression on t h a t  verse  from 
t h e  King James, but  m o s t  vers ions  do not t r a n s l a t e  t he  
Greek word "asot ia" t h a t  way. American Standard : "Be 
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not drunken with wine, WHEREIN XS RIOT, but be  f i l l ed  
with t h e  S p i r i t , "  Revised Standard: "DO not  g e t  drunk 
with wine, f o r  THAT I S  DEBAUCHERY; but  be f i l l e d  wi th  
the  S p i r i t , "  New English: "DO not  g ive  way t o  DRUNKEN- 
NESS and DISSIPATION t h a t  goeswi th  $t ;but  l e t  t h e  Haly 
S p i r i t  fill you." W, E. Vine's "An Expository Diction- 
ary of New Testament Words" suppor ts  t h e  thought t h a t  

d r i n k b g  ( s o c i a l  dr inking)  but  i s  o u t r i g h t l y  condemn- 
ing drunkenness: "Asotla denotes p r o d i g a l i t y ,  p r o f l i -  

t ionsh3tp t o  as0 t o s  'I (wasteful ly)  t r a n s l a t e d  "1: iotous 
l iv ing"  i n  t h e  Prodigal Son parable  (Luke 15:13) and 
t o  "aselgeia"  ( lasc iv iousness ,  outrageous conduct, 
wanton v io lence) .  So the re  is r e a l l y  no comfort from 
Eph. 5:18 t o  those  advocating s o c i a l  d r inking .  

c Eph. 5:18 i s  not upholding t h e  idea  of con t ro l l ed -  

- gacy, r i o t  . I 1  Vine f u r t h e r  p o i n t s  ou t  "a so t i a ' s "  rela- 

3 ,  "But d i d n ' t  Jesus turn water i n t o  
wine a t  t h e  wedding feas t?"  

A .  You should know t h a t  t h e  Greek word "wine" in 
t h e  New Testament i s  "oinos", a word t h a t  has  a wide 
range of meanings and usages. Fred Miller i n  h i s  very  
usefu l  work e n t i t l e d ,  "Thinking on Drinking, 'I p o i n t s  
out t h a t  j u s t  as t h e  Septuagint t r a n s l a t o r s  i n  t h e i r  
t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  Old Testament, t r a n s l a t e d  11 d i f f e r -  
en t  Hebrew words i n t o  1 Greek word "oinos", so t h e  New 
Testament used "oinos" whether the d r i n k  was alcrffiolic 
o r  non-alcoholic. Therefore t h e  contex t  must determine 
which it  means i n  each case. 

B ,  There i s  reasonable proof t h a t  t h e  "oinos" 
( t r a n s l a t e d  rrwine") a t  t h e  wedding f e a s t  was non-alco- 
h o l i c ,  and i f  t h i s  i s  t r u e  i t  a f f o r d s  no argument f o r  
s o c i a l  d r inking  of a lcohol ic  beverages.  Suppose t h e  
wine a t  t h e  Cana wedding f e a s t  had been a l coho l i c ,  i f  
they had devoured a l l  t h a t  was on hand, and then Je sus  
made them a vast  quant i ty  of a d d i t i o n a l  a l coho l i c  w i n e  
which was so  much b e t t e r  than usual wine (according t o  
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John 2:9,103, w h a t  would sure ly  have happened t o  some 
of those  i n  attendance? Some of them would have drunk 
themselves i n t o  drunkenness. No, Jesus  would not  have 
done anything t h a t  would have caused them t o  become 
drunken. I c a n ' t  be l ieve  it. 

C. Note--few people know j u s t  how much add i t iona l  
beverage Jesus  made when H e  turned water i n t o  wine 
t h a t  day. There were s i x  waterpots;  each contained two 
o r  t h r e e  f i r k i n s  (John 2:6). Six waterpots containing 
two f i r k i n s  ap iece  would be twelve f i r k i n s .  Six COR- 
t a i n i n g  t h r e e  f i r k i n s  apiece would be eighteen fir- 
kins .  Now when w e  learn  t h a t  a f i r k i n  w a s  n ine  gal-  
lons ,  t h a t  would mean i f  those s ix  waterpots held two 
f i r k i n s  ap iece  Jesus made one hundred e i g h t  gal lons of 
beverage, and i f  they held t h r e e  f i r k i n s  apiece H e  
made one hundred sixty-two gallons! That much FREE 
wine t h a t  was pronounced super-good by the  taster 
would s u r e l y  produce some cases  o f  drunkenness i n  Ca- 
na . 

4. "But didn't Paul tell Timothy it 
would be all right for him to d r i n k  a little 
wine? Ii 

I n  I T i m .  5:23 he t o l d  Timothy t o  take a l i t t l e  
wine a l l  r i g h t ,  but how and why? Was he condoning so- 
c i a l  dr inking  o r  advising Timothy medically? There is 
a g rea t  d i f f e rence .  Many medicines today have alcohol- 
i c  bases ,  and none of us ob jec t s  t o  tak ing  medicine as 
needed. And t h e  s e t t i n g  of t he  v e r s e  under considera- 
t i o n  is  t h a t  of a medical need ("for your stomach's 
sake and your o f t e n  inf i rmi ty") .  There is a d i f f e rence  
between "taking a l i t t l e "  a lcohol  medically (do w e  
give medicine by the  "glass" o r  by t h e  "spoonful"?) 
and d r ink ing  a beer,  o r  two, o r  th ree!  Note too t h a t  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  P a u l  t o l d  Timothy t o  do t h i s  shows he 
was n o t  accustomed t o  dr inking a l coho l i c  beverages. 
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5. " B u t  wouldn't i t  s t i l l  be a l l  r i g h t  
for  a moral, upr ight  person i n  the  communi- 
t y  t o  drink socially as long a5 he didn't 
drink t o  excess?" 

A,  A l l  admit t h a t  drunkenness i s  wrong. A l l  must 
admit t h a t  many who intend only t o  d r i n k  moderate a- 
mounts a c t u a l l y  g ive  i n  l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  t o  ' become 
heavy dr inkers  and u l t imate ly  drunkards or a lcoho l i c s .  
I f  every person who drank s o c i a l l y  u l t ima te ly  became 
an out-and-out drunkard or  a l c o h o l i c ,  many n o t  lured 
i n t o  s o c i a l  dr inking would have nothing t o  do wi th  it. 
Who i s  i t ,  then, who is drawing people i n t o  s o c i a l  
dr inking? It is  those looked upon as moral people who 
d r i n k  but do not  become a l coho l i c s  o r  drunkards.  It is 
not  bleery-eyed, vomiting, d i r t y  drunkards who cause 
people t o  begin dr inking.  It i s  t h e  s o c i a l i t e  who 
does. And i s  t h e r e  a B ib le  verse t h a t  a p p l i e s  here?  
Rorn, 14:21: "It i s  good n e i t h e r  t o  eat  flesh, nor  t o  
DRINK WINE,  nor anything whereby thy  b ro the r  stum- 
b l e t h ,  or is  offended, or  i s  made weak." Those who are 
s o c i a l l y  dr inking but not  becoming drunkards o r  a lco-  
h o l i c s  a r e  a c t u a l l y  the ones who are t h e  stumbling 
blocks t o  those who take up dr inking  and later become 
a l coho l i c s .  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  known al- 
cohol ics  i n  t h e  U , S .  today exceed t h e  combined popula- 
t ions  of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont:, Belewawe, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Idaho, Utah, Ne- 
vada, New Mexico, Alaska, and H a w a i i  (13 of our  
s t a t e s ! ) ,  i t  doesn ' t  seem t h a t  w e  should have t o  argue 
wi th  anybody about t h e  f o l l y  of d r inking  any kind o f  
a l coho l i c  dr inking.  And when you consider  that around 
one-half of our highway dea ths  today are i n  some way 
involved with a lcohol ic  dr inking ,  i t  is time that w e  
become t o t a l l y  aga ins t  any dr inking  of alcoholic.  bev- 
erages.  

E. When you consider 
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1. 
2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 
6. 
7. 

8 .  
9. 

QUESTIONS 
Give an Old Testament verse that shaws dnmkenness to be wrong. 
Give a New Testanrent verse for the same. 
What possible danger does a social drinker subject himself to 
that a total abstainer does Mot face? 
The King J m ~ s  Version translates the Greek w d  "asotia'! as 
"excess". What different information on this Greek word was 
presented in the lesson? 
What Greek word is translated "wine" in the New Testzamt? 
How broad or general is this txlrd in actual use? 
What shows that the wine Jesus made at the wedding feast was 
not alcoholic? 
How does I Tim. 5:23 not uphold the idea of social drinking? 
How is Rcm. 14:21 an a r m n t  against social drinking? 

ulations of how may states? 

to alcholic drinking? 

10. 'Ihe krmn alcoholics in the U.S. today equal the cdined POT 

11. How many of our highway deaths tcday are in swle way related 
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1, "The Ten Commandments are g iven twice 
i n  Moses' wr i t i ngs  (Exo, 20 and Deut, 5 ) .  Why 
i s  t h i s ? "  

A. The Exo, 20 l i s t i n g  was when t h e  c h i l d r e n  of 
Israel f i r s t  came out  of Egypt. You w i l l  remember t h a t  
that generat ion was forbidden t o  enter t h e  promised 
land because of its unbel ie f .  

B. Afte r  t h a t  o r i g i n a l  genera t ion  had d i ed  o f f ,  
t he  lawgiver Moses reheamed t h e  Jaw ( inc ludtng  t h e  
Ten Commandments) t o  the  new genera t ion  t h a t  had grown 
up during t h e  generation spent  i n  the  wilderness .  This 
is why the  l i s t  is a l so  found i n  Deut, 5. The word 
"Deuteronomy" means the "second g iv ing  of t h e  law". 

2 .  "Recount t he  g i v i n g  o f  the Ten Corn- 
rnandments. 

A .  God f irst  spoke orally from M t .  S i n a i  on t h a t  
unforge t tab le  day when t h e  Israelites were c a l l e d  t o  
the  f o o t  of t he  mount i n  o rde r  t o  hea r  t h e  vo ice  of 
God. 

B. Then God ca l led  Moses up i n t o  t h e  mount t o  re- 
ceive these  commandments ch i se l ed  i n  s tone .  

C ,  When coming down with  the s tone  t a b l e t s  f o r t y  
days l a te r ,  Moses found t h e  people worshiping a golden 
c a l f ,  (He had been detained i n  t h e  mount for more than  
a month wr i t i ng  by which the 
people were t o  be governed, thus  causing t h e  people  t o  
th ink  he had d ied ,  Having known of God only through 
Moses leadership,  they i d o l a t r o u s l y  made them the 
golden c a l f  t o  have something t o  worship.) Upon see ing  
t h e  people i n  t h i s  i d o l a t r y  he threw t h e  stone t a b l e t s  
t o  t h e  ground and they broke. 

D,  God commanc!ed him t o  b r ing  up two more s t o n e  
t a b l e t s  on which t h e  commandments could again  be writ- 
ten.  

down all t h e  o t h e r  l a w s  
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E. When the ark of the covenant was made as one 
of the pieces of furniture for the tabernacle, these 
two stone tablets were put into it (Heb, 9:4), 

3. "Is there  any na tura l  d i v i s i o n  o f  
these commandments?" 

A. Most Bible students divide the Ten Command- 
ments into !wo groups: (1) the first four commandments 
(no other gods, no images, not  to take God's name in 
vain, and remember the sabbath day) having t o  do with 
the Jews.! attitude toward God; and (2) the last 1 six 
commandments (honor parents, not to kill, not: to corn- 
imit adultery, not to steal, not to l i e  about another, 
and not t o  covet that which is another's) having to do 
with the Jews' duties t o  one another. This division is 
*clear enough to be seen at a glance with the possible 
exception of the fourth commandmenC- (the one about the- 
sabbath). That commandment definitely belongs to the 
first group, f o r  the sabbath was a special sign be- 
tween God and Israel (Exo. 31:12,13). 

B. It is this natural division that fits so well 
with Jesus' statement that the two great commandments 
were to love God with all one's heart and t o  love 
one's neighbor as himself (Matt. 22:36-40). Sometimes 
people think these two commandments were two of the 
Ten Commandments, but they were not. Instead they sum- 
marized the Ten Commandments and all the other laws. 
Notice the way that. Paul summarized the last section 
of the Ten Comandments in the commandment to love 
one's neighbor (Rom. 13:8-16) 

4,"Sarnetimes people say t h a t  a l l  a per- 
son has t o  do t o  be saved i s  t o  keep the  Ten 
Commandments. Is t h i s  r i g h t ? "  

A .  No, we are not living under the covenant of 
which the Ten Commandments were a part. 
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13. The Ten Comandments d id  n o t  i nvo lve  a l l  the 
rel igious d u t i e s  of the  Jews who l i v e d  under that  cov- 
enant ,  TP add i t ion  t o  the  Ten Commandments they had 
many laws t o  keep concerning s a c r i f i c e s ,  f e a s t  days, 
t i t h i n g ,  c iv i l  laws, and many o t h e r  t h i n g s  n o t  found 
i n  t h e  Ten Commandments. 

says  t h a t  a l l  a person 
has  t o  do t o  be saved i s  keep t h e  Ten Commandments, 
a sk  him o r  he r  t o  name t h e  Ten Commandments, I n  the  
major i ty  of cases  such people w i l l  g e t  mixed up justz 

C ,  The next t i m e  somebody 

' I  t r y i n g  t o  name them, 
i 

5, "You mentioned that we are no longer 
under the Ten Commandments. How i s  that?" 

A. The l a w  of Moses of Which t h e  Ten Con~mandments 
were a part  was terminated a t  the c r o s s  (Col. 2:lb). 

B ,  J e s u s  announced i n  t h e  Sermon on t h e  Mount 
that He had come t o  f u l f i l l  the law, which would p a s s  
away with  i t s  f u l f i l l m e n t  (Matt, 5:17,18). 

C ,  Heb. 10:9,10 says J e s u s  took away t h e  f i r s t s  
w i l l  o r  covenant i n  order  t h a t  He  might e s t a b l i s h  the  
second (two w i l l s  would n o t  be  i n  e f f e c t  at t h e  same 
t ime) .  Therefore ,  t h e  f i r s t  covenant p a s s e d  away i n  
o rde r  t h a t  t h e  second one ( t h e  new covenant) might go 
i n t o  e f f e c t .  Since the  new covenant went i d t o  e f f e c t  
f i f t y  days a f t e r  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  (on the Day of Pen- 
t e c o s t ) ,  t h e  former covenant that: contained t h e  Ten 
Commandments had t o  be taken out  of  t h e  way a t  least 
by t h a t  t i m e .  

i 

6. "Does this mean it i s  all r i g h t  to 
kill or steal since the Ten Commandments are 
done away?" 

No, f o r  those same commandments are found i n  var- 
I n  one form o r  an- 

are found somewhere in 
ious  places 
other-a12 t h e  Ten &mn-tandments 

i n  t h e  New Testament, 
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t h e   ne^ Testament except t h e  sabbath-commandment. 
has  r e t a i n e d  of them what He wants. 

God 

7.  "Don ' t  the Seventh Day Adventists and 
other seventh-day bodies hold that  the Ten 
Commandments are still in effect?" 

A. They contend t h a t  t h e  l a w  of Moses ended a t  
. t h e  c r o s s  except t h a t  p a r t  which w a s  engraven on stone 
( the  ,Ten Commandments). This pos i t i on  would perpetuate  
t h e  sabbath-commandment. 

B. But when Paul  t a l k s  about the  l a w  having been 
done away, n o t i c e  t h a t  he p a r t i c u l a r l y  mentions t h a t  
p a r t  which was engraven on stone--the Ten Commandments 
(I1 Cor, 3:7,11). Col. 2 : 1 4  talks about t h e  b l o t t i n g  
out of ordinances,  and he goes on t o  mention t h e  sab- 
ba th  (on t h e  s tones)  along with t h e  ceremonial l a w s  
(not  on t h e  s tones ) .  They have a l l  been done away with 
by Chr is t !  

C. But they do not  r e a l l y  keep the sabbath them- 
selves, - f o r  when the  sabbath-law was i n  e f f e c t ,  they 
were forbidden t o  k indle  a f i r e  on t h a t  day (Exo.. 35: 
3), bu t  they  do today. Furthermore, those who broke 
t h e  sabbath were t o  be k i l l e d  (Num, 15:32-36), ye t  
they do not k i l l  those who do not  keep it, 

In conclusion, l e t  us  be €u l ly  convinced t h a t  one 
cannot f u l f i l l  h i s  d iv ine  ob l iga t ions  by merely keep- 
i ng  the Ten Commandments. If one can be save'd by mere- 
l y  keeping the  Ten Commandments, he can be saved with- 
uu t  be l i ev ing  i n  Jesus,  without loving God, ,w i thou t  
repent ing ,  without con t ro l l i ng  one's temper, without 
he lp ing  the needy, without loving one's mate, without 
being a good parent ,  without praying, and even while 
l i v i n g  t h e  l i f e  of a drunkard, f o r  t he re  is not  one 
word about any of these  i n  t h e  Ten Commandments. You 
can see then t h a t  the Ten Commandments were never giv- 
en t o  be a complete guide t o  any people but  were a 
group of important ,  easy-to-remember ob l iga t ions  f o r  
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t h e  Jews during Old Testament times. 

1. 
2. 
3. 

4 .  
5 .  

6 .  
7. 

a. 

QUESTIONS 
In what 2 chapters are the Ten COamaMtments listed? 
Why are they listed twice? 
Mow long was Wses up in the mxlntain t o  receive these corn- 
11-wcb2nts in stone? 
What wrong thing did the people do while he was gone? 
After the tabernacle was made, where were the Ten COmnanrEments 

Into what natural divisions do the Ten Cmmandwnts fall? 
What is wrong with the teaching that all one has to do to 
be saved is keep the Ten (lwmdtmnts? 
Which 1 of the Ten camnandments is not: found in the new covenant? 

kept? 
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1. "Was Saul o f  Tarsus saved on the road 
to Damascus? Was he saved i n  answer t o  prayer?" 

A. The quest ion,  "When was Saul of Tarsus saved?" 
will too  o f t e n  be answered, "When Jesus appeared t o  
him on t h e  road t o  Damascus," Then o the r s  w i l l  answer, 
"He was saved i n  the  c i t y  i n  answer t o  h i s  t h r e e  days 
of prayer .  'I 

B .  Both are qu i t e  common ideas  e spec ia l ly  among 
those who claim v i s ions  today and those who be l ieve  
t h a t  a l l  one has  t o  do t o  be saved is  pray t o  God f o r  
s a l v a t i o n ,  It is  t r u e  t h a t  Chr is t  appeared t o  Saul as 
he neared Damascus, and t h a t  he spent  t h r e e  days in  
Damascus f a s t i n g  and praying, but it can be conclu- 
s i v e l y  shown from the  book of A c t s  t h a t  Saul was not 
saved out  t h e r e  on t h e  road nor in answer t o  h i s  
gtayers in the c i ty .  

of Acts and 
read verses 1 through 1 2 .  All. r i g h t ,  you have found i n  
those  verses t h e  s to ry  of Jesus'  appearance t o  him, 
Saul ' s  quest ion as to,what he was t o  do, Chr i s t ' s  an- 
swer t h a t  in Damascus i t  would be t o l d  him, h i s  blind- 
ness ,  his t h r e e  days and n ights  i n  prayer without food 
o r  d r ink ,  and t h e  ca l l  of Ananias t o  go to Saul a t  the  
end of t h e  t h r e e  days. Now i f  you w i l l  t u r n  t o  A c t s  22 
and read verses  1 2  through 16,  you w i l l  f i n d  Saul ' s  
own r epor t  of what happened when Ananias came t o  him. 
Having read these  you have found t h a t  while  Saul re- 
ceived h i s  s i g h t  through Ananias's coming, yet  t he  
only th ing  Saul was t o l d  t o  do was t o  be bapt ized.  Re- 
member t h a t  ou t  on t h e  road Jesus sa id  i t  would be  
t o l d  him what he was t o  do. H e  was not t o l d  t o  be l ieve  
nor t o  repent ,  Why? Because he had a l ready  believed 
and was a l ready  s incere ly  penitent, .  But he had not 
been baptized. Therefore, he was t o l d  t o  do t h a t .  Now 
look a t  t h a t  16 th  verse  of Acts 22 again.  Was Saul 
fo rg iven  on t h e  road? Was he forgiven i n  answer t o  h i s  

C, Open t h e  Bible t o  t h e  9th chapter  
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prayers? O r  was he forgiven when he was bapt ized?  It 
i s  obvious t h a t  he was y e t  i n  h i s  s i n s  when Ananias 
came, or  he would n o t  have s a i d ,  "Arise, and be  bap- 
t l eed ,  and wash away thy Bins, c a l l i n g  on t h e  name of 
t h e  Lord." Therefore,  he was not  saved on t h e  Damascus 
road, nor was he saved i n  answer t o  prayer .  

2, "Did the baptism o f  the lioly Spirit 
revoke the sins of Cornelius and his house- 
hold?  Because they were baptized w i t h  the 
Moly Spirit before baptized i n  water, does t h a t  
imply t h a t  we receive the Holy Spirit before 
baptism? Does Cornelius's b a p t  sm in the Holy 
Spirit argue t h a t  all converts are baptized i n  
the  Holy Spirit?" 
A. You w i l l  f i n d  those  who tea h t h a t  baptiam has  

nothing t o  do wi th  sa lva t ion ,  f o r  Cornel ius  and his  
household were baptized i n  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  be fo re  they  
were baptized i n  water. By such reasoning they  imply 
t h a t  the  purpose of t h e  baptism of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  on 
t h e  household of Cornelius vas t o  revoke their s i n s  OK 
was proof t h a t  t h e i r  s i n s  were a l ready  forg iven .  

B .  But the Bible  doesn ' t  uphold such conclus ions ,  
Cornelius and those with him were not  bapt ized  in  t h e  
Holy S p i r i t  i n  order  t o  f o r g i v e  t h e i r  s i n s .  The bap- 
tism of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  was given t b  t h e s e  Gen t i l e s  as 
God's s ign  t o  t h e  Jewish Chr i s t i ans  t h a t  Gent i le  be- 
l i e v e r s  should be baptized and fellowshipped as H i s  
people. Open your Bible t o  Acts 10 and read verses 44  
through 4 8 .  Prom your reading you have found t h a t  
those Jewish bre thren  who came wi th  Peter were grea t -  
l y  surpr ised t h a t  God had poured out  H i s  S p i r i t  on 
Gentiles, You saw that, when Peter asked them i f  they 
would forb id  h i s  bapt iz ing  t h e  Gent i les ,  t h e r e  w a s  no 
objec t ion  from them. Now t u r n  t o  Acts 11 and read  ver- 
ses 1 through 18. These v e r s e s  t e l l  you t h a t  P e t e r  m e t  
with opposi t ion from the  J e w s  when he re turned  t o  Je- 
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nusdem. These verses go on t o  t e l l  us  t h a t  Peter re- 
hearsed t h e  whole s to ry  of h i s  going t o  t h e  Gent i les ,  
concluding with the f a c t  of t h e i r  receiving t h e  bap- 
t i 6 m  of t he  Holy S p i r i t .  Peter argued, "Forasmuch 
then as God gave them the  l i k e  g i f t  a s  he d id  unto us, 
who bel ieved on the  Lord Jesus Chr is t ;  what w a s  I ,  
t h a t  I could withstand God?" Peter understood, a f t e r  
a l l  t h e  preceding matters connected with t h e  s t o r y ,  
t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  crowning proof t h a t  God wanted con- 
ver t ed  Gent i les  t o  be admitted t o  the fel lowship of 
t h e  church a l so .  Now when t h e  o n e s ' a t  Jerusalem heard 
of t h e i r  rece iv ing  Holy S p i r i t  baptism, they too cad- 
cluded t h a t  God was grant ing repentance unto l i f e  t o  
t h e  Gentiles a h 0 .  Thus, t h e  bapt i sm of the  Holy S p i r -  
i t  was not  t o  forg ive  t h e i r  s i n s  but t o  open t h e  way 
so they might be baptized even as the  J e w s  and thereby 
procure sa lva t ion .  

C. There are those who say t h a t  when people pray 
ea rnes t ly ,  God w i l l  g ive  them t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  and 
t h a t  people should not be baptized i n  water u n t i l  they 
are f i r s t  bapt ized i n  t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  They poin t  t o  
Cornelius 's  case as proof t h a t  Holy S p i r i t  baptism 
comes before  water baptism. But s ince,  as w e  have 
seen, t h a t  Cornel ius 's  baptism i n  the  Holy S p i r i t  w a s  
a s p e c i a l  event t h a t  does no t  a t t end  the  conversion of 
a l l  s inne r s ,  t h e  a foresa id  reasoning i s  not v a l i d ,  0- 
pen your Bib le  t o  Acts 2 and read verses  38 and 3 9 .  
There Pe ter  put repentance and baptism BEFORE receiv-  
ing t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  "This promise," he sa id ,  "is unto 
you, and t o  your ch i ldren  ( the  Jews present  on t h a t  
day and t h e i r  descendants),  and t o  a l l  t h a t  are a f a r  
off ( the  Gentiles--study Eph. 2:l l-13),  even as many 
as t h e  Lord our  God s h a l l  ca l l . "  

D .  The Bib le  shows t h a t  the gospel t h a t  is  t o  be 
preached i n  all nat ions does not  vary from na t ion  t o  
na t ion  e i t h e r  i n  i t s  f a c t s ,  i t s  commandments, OK i t s  
promises. 
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3 .  "Were the Philippian j a i l e r  and his 
household baptized in the house? If so, 
doesn't t h a t  prove tha t  they were not  im- 
mersed? Weren't there infants baptized then 
since the whole household was baptized? 
I sn ' t  fa i th  the only t h i n g  required f o r  sal- 
va t i  on?" 

A. Some say t h e  j a i le r  and h i s  Household were not 
immersed i n  t h e  house, In  our American way of l i v i n g  
t h e r e  have been numerous cases of immersion i n  paw 
p l e ' s  own houses, some i n  l a r g e  bathtubs and o t h e r s  i n  
por tab le  canvas tubs brought i n .  It is  n o t  l i k e l y ,  
however, t h a t  t h e  Phi l ipp ian  ja i le r  had such equipment 
i n  h i s  house, But t h i s  admission does no t  mean they 
were spr inkled o r  poured. Open your Bib le  t o  Acts 1 6  
and read verses 25 through 3 4 .  In  t h e s e  verses you 
s tudied about t h e  unusual experience i n  t h e  jail a t  
midnight, r e s u l t b g  in  t h e  j a i l e r  taking Paul and Si- 
l a s  t o  h i s  home t o  l e a r n  of s a l v a t i o n ,  Notice espe- 
cially verses 33 and 3 4 :  aftel: hearing t h e i r  message 
t h e  j a i l e r  "took them the same hour of t h e  n i g h t ,  and 
washed t h e i r  s t r i p e s ;  and was bapt ized,  he and a l l  
h i s ,  straightway." We are n o t  t o l d  where he took them, 
where he washed t h e i r  s t r i p e s ,  nor  where they  were 
bapt ized.  But w e  are t o l d  i n  t h e  next v e r s e  t h a t  af ter  
t h e i r  baptism, he brought them INTO h i s  house and set 
food before them. We know one t h i n g  for s u r e ,  they 
were not  baptized i n  his house a t  a l l .  Therefore,  ar- 
guing t h a t  they could n o t  have been immersed because 
of being baptized i n  h i s  house i s  not  t o  be  consid- 
ered a 

B .  Since h i s  household was bapt ized,  some have 
concluded t h a t  they have New Testament grounds for 
bapt iz ing  babies.  They say ,  "Wouldn't t h e r e  have been 
some babies i n  t h e  'Tousehold, and s i n c e  t h e  household 
was baptized wouldn't t h a t  g ive  S c r i p t u r a l  grounds for  
i n f a n t  baptism?" There could have been i n f a n t s  i n  tha t  

* 
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household, f o r  many households include babies.  But a 
household does not have t o  have in fan te .  I n  f a c t  t he re  
are many households t h a t  do not contain an i n f a n t .  The 

.ques t ion  t o  be s e t t l e d  is, were the re  i n f a n t s  i n  the  
jai ler 's  household? The Sc r ip tu re  shows t h e r e  were no 
in fan t s  i n  h i s  household. Open your Bible t o  Acts 16 
and read verses  32 through 3 4 .  Did you n o t i c e  i n  verse  
32 t h a t  Paul and S i l a s  taught t h e  Word of God t o  a l l  
who were i n  the  man's house? Did you n o t i c e  i n  verse  
34 t h a t  t he  man and a l l  h i s  house bel ieved i n  God? 
These two statements show t h a t  everybody i n  t h i s  man's 
house was mature enough t o  be taught  and t o  bel ieve,  
so the re  were no i n f a n t s  i n  i t .  

C. "Faith-only" fo lks  have long used t h e  con- 
vers ion  of t h e  jailer t o  subs t an t i a t e  t h e i r  doc t r ine  
of s a lva t ion  by fa i th-only ,  They say t h a t  f a i t h  is a l l  
t h a t  Paul s a id  wi th  reference t o  sa lva t ion .  But such 
is not  t he  whole t r u t h ,  True, at  t h e  j a i l  t h a t  w a s  the  
o n l y  th ing  mentioned. But t h a t  is not  where t h e  s tory  
ended. Rather t h a t  i s  j u s t  where it began. Visua l ize  
t h e  circumstances under which Paul spoke t o  t h i s  man 
about be l iev ing  on t h e  Lord Jesus Chris t .  This  ja i ler  
l i v e d  i n  Europe where Paul had just a r r lved  a few days 
earlier,  H e  and S i l a s  were t h e  f i r s t  gospel preachers  
t o  set f o o t  i n  Ph i l ipp i ,  as f a r  as w e  know. Likely 
t h i s  j a i l e r :  had never even heard of Jesus Chr i s t .  A5 a 
heathen he went t o  s leep  hearing Paul and S i l a s  sing- 
ing and praying t o  t h e i r  God. Being awakened by an 
earthquake i n  response t o  t h e i r  prayers  and being 
spared from tak ing  h i s  own l i f e  by t h e  a p o s t l e  Paul 
who might have f l e d  the  pr ison along with a l l  t h e  oth- 
er pr i soners ,  he asked what he must do t o  be saved. 
Paul t o l d  him sa lva t ion  would come i f  he would bel ieve  
on t h e  Lord Jesus Chr is t .  Suppose as a t y p i c a l  Ameri- 
can I have a car wreck t h a t  mashes and mangles my body 
beyond hope of recovery.  My loved ones hold out  no 
hope t h a t  I w i l l  make it .  But two Mormon miss ionar ies  
s top  and pray f o r  my recovery. And t o  t h e  amazement of 
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everybody, even t h e  doc tors  and t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  1 snap 
o u t  of i t  and recover.  My relatives are convinced t h a t  
the Mormpns and t h e i r  p r a y e r s  were t h e  determining 
f a c t o r s  i n  my recovery. They send f o r  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  
and a s k  them, "What must we do t o  be  saved?" I f  t h e y  
answered, "You must b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  Mormon r e l i g i o n ,  '' 
w e  would have a p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  j a i l e r ' s  exper ience ,  
Bel ieving i n  t h e  Mormon r e l i g i o n  would involve  embrac- 
i n g  i t ,  and be l iev ing  i n  t h e  Lord J e s u s  involves  ac- 
c e p t i n g  H i m  i n  surrender  and obedience.  They went home 
wi th  the man and taught  him, f o r  " f a i t h  corueth by 
hear ing" (Rom. 10:17). And when t h e y  taught  him, you 
can see they  taught  him t o  be  b a p t i z e d ,  and its impor- 
tance is  seen  i n  t h a t  they a t t e n d e d  t o  i t  t h a t  v e r y  
n i g h t  even though it was i n  the l a t e  hours  of t h e  
n i g h t  ( p a s t  midnight).  And d i d  you n o t i c e  t h a t  there 
is no i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  man's r e j o i c i n g  u n t i l  a f t e r  h e  
was bapt lzed ,  and t h a t  a f t e r  he  w a s  bapt ized  i t  s a y s  
he bel ieved i n  God with a l l  his house? 

F 

QUESTIONS 

1 .  Prove Ercm the Bible that Saul  of Tarsus was rat saved on the 
road to Damascus. 

2. Rave frcm the Bible that he was not saved in  answer to  his 
prayers in  Damascus. 

3. Why was Cornelius and those with him baptized i n  the Holy 
Spirit? 

4 .  Show that their receiving the Holy Spirit before baptism in 
water does not set a precedent for us today t o  be baptized in 
the b l y  Spirit before we are baprized in water. 

5. Shw frm the Bible that the jailer was not baptized in  his house. 
6. Shuw that there were no infants i n  his household. 
7. Show that he WBB not saved merely be faith only. 
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1. "Should we really believe t h a t  God's 
Spi r i t  indwells Christians?" 

Y e s ,  i t  i s  a promise of t he  gospel j u s t  t h e  same 
as t h e  remission of s in s .  The same verse  t h a t  promises 
remission of s i n s  t o  those convicted be l i eve r s  who re- 
pent  and are baptized l ikewise promises t h e  g i f t  of 
t h e  Holy S p i r i t  t o  t he  same people (Acts 2:38). And 
t h e  next verse (v, 39) shows t h a t  t h e  promise w a s  not  
l imi t ed  t o  those who heard Pe te r  on t h a t  day but t h a t  
t h e  promise extends even t o  us today. 

2 .  "Some say t h a t  the ' g i f t  of the Holy 
S p i r i t '  does not mean t h a t  a person receives 
the Holy Spi r i t  b u t  some g i f t  from the Spirit, 
specifically eternal l i f e .  Is t h i s  true?" 

It i s  not  t r u e  when considered from r e l a t e d  pas- 
ages t h a t  show i t  is the  Holy S p i r i t  H i m s e l f  who comes 
into a new convert and who indwells h i s  o r  he r  Chris- 
t i a n  l i f e .  Acts 5:32 says God gives  the  Holy S p i r i t  t o  
those who obey Him. I n  f a c t  God gives  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  
as a pledge (or "earnest" as it i s  ca l l ed  i n  t h e  King 
James) ahead of t i m e ,  assur ing us  t h a t  i n  due t i m e  He 
w i l l  f u l f i l l  His promise of eve r l a s t ing  l i f e  a l s o  
(Eph. 1: 13,14). Possibly t h e  reasoning advanced by 
those who p re fe r  thinking t h a t  i t  i s  a g i f t  from t h e  
Holy S p i r i t  t h a t  a convert receives i s  but  man's at-  
tempt t o  do not  f u l l y  under- 
stand. But we should not always deny what we  cannot 
understand, o r  we, l i k e  the  a t h e i s t s ,  w i l l  even deny 
t h e r e  is  a God. 

d e a l  with t h a t  which we 

3 .  "HOW can a Christian person know he 
has the Holy Spiri t?" 

L e t  us compare t h e  indwelling of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  
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with in  our l i v e s  and the  presence of our  own ind iv i -  
dua l  spirit wi th in  our body. How do we a c t u a l l y  know 
t h a t  we posses8 our own s p i r i t  from God (compare Gen, 
2:7; Eccl. 12:7)? Two ways: (1) God's Word informs urn 
of t h a t  f a c t .  Otherwise we wouldn't even know we are 
composed of both body and s p i r i t ,  (2) The manifesta- 
t i o n  of our  spir i t ' s  presence i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  we 
perform, When a person ie dead, he has  a l l  t h e  facul -  
ties of h i s  body, bu t  he i s  dead because h i s  spir i t  is  
gone (Jas.  2: 26) .  In l i k e  manner do we know t h a t  w e  as 
Chris t ians  possess the indwelling S p i r i t  of God: (1) 
We have God's Word f o r  it (Acts 2:38,39; Acts 5:32; 
Rom. 8:9,11). (2) The s p i r i t u a l  man i fe s t a t ion  of t h e  
indwelling S p i r i t  i n  t he  s p i r i t u a l  activit ies per- 
formed, The love,  j o y ,  peace, longsu f fe r ing ,  gent le -  
ness ,  etc. t h a t  we see in a C h r i s t i a n  person's l i f e  
are a c t u a l l y  the  f r u i t  of t h e  S p i r i t  (Gal. 5:22,23), 
some people claim they can know they have t h e  S p i r i t  
because they can f e e l  i t .  Again l e t  u s  make a h e l p f u l  
camparison. We cannot feel our  own s p i r i t ' s  presence 
i p  OUT body. We bel ieve  w e  have a s p i r i t  because God 
teaches t h a t  we do, apd w e  can see i t s  mani fes ta t ion  
i n  the  f a c t  t h a t  w e  are phys ica l ly  a l i v e .  And the same 
is t r u e  of t he  Holy S p i r i t .  We can b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  
have the S p i r i t  because God says we do, and we can see 
t he  manifestat ion of the  S p i r i t  i n  the f r u i t  of our  
l i f e .  But you cannot l o c a t e  e i t h e r  our  human s p i r i t  or 
the  Holy S p i r i t  by f ee l ing  f o r  such, The Bible nowhere 
says w e  f e e l  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  wi th in  US. Now does i t ?  

4, "HOW ,important i s  t h e  indwelling 
S p i r i t ? "  

Very important,  Both p a r t s  of t h e  promise i n  A c t s  
2:38 a re  important (both remission of sins and t h e  
g i f t  of t he  S p i r i t )  We need t h e  he lp  of t h e  Spirit 
a f t e r  conversion to help us live t he  Christian l i f e  
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jut as much as we p ~ e d  t h e  remission of those  s i n s  
c o r n i t t e d  bePore conversion. We need both t h e  forgive-  
ness of p a s t  s i n s  and the help of t he  Holy S p i r i t  f o r  
C h r i s t i a n  l i v ing .  There is nothing i n s i g n i f i c a n t  about 
the gospel,  of t h e  gospel is 
t h e  indwell ing g i f t  of the  S p i r i t !  

and one of the  promises 

5 .  "Please elaborate on the above point 
some more," 

I n  Eph. 6:lO we are t o l d  t o  be "strong i n  the  
Lord, and in t h e  power of h i s  might." We are here in- 
s t r u c t e d  t o  be s t rong i n  our  s p i r i t u a l  lives and i n  
depending on t h e  power of God t o  he lp  us  overcome the  
dev i l ,  for t h e  following verse goes on t o  say, "Put on 
t h e  whole amour  of God, t h a t  ye may be ab le  t o  s tand 
a g a i n s t  t h e  wiles of the  devil ."  Then i n  v. 12  Paul 
expla ins ,  "For we wrestle not  aga ins t  f l e s h  and blood, 
b u t  aga ins t  p r i n c i p a l i t i e s ,  aga ins t  powers, aga ins t  
the r u l e r s  of the darkness of t h i s  world, aga ins t  
s p i r i t u a l  wickedness i n  high places." I f  we wrestlad 
only  aga ins t  flesh and blood, a l l  we  would need would 
be  t o  be s t rong  but  since we 
are wres t l i ng  aga ins t  s t rong  ev i l  forces  of the  
sp i r i t -wor ld ,  we need t o  be more than f l e s h  and 
blood--we need t h e  spec ia l  help of God t o  overcome 
these  powerful forces.  Rom. 8:13 shows that  i t  is  
through the  S p i r i t  t ha t  we mort i fy  (put t o  death)  t he  
wicked deeds of t h e  body. I John 4:4 shows t h a t  we o- 
vercome t h e  ev i l  forces  from without because "grea te r  
is he t h a t  is i n  you than he that is i n  t h e  world". Who 
i s  i n  t h e  Chr i s t i an  who i s  more powerful than the  
dev i l ?  The Holy S p i r i t  of God! 

In conclusion of t h i s  s p e c i a l  study you w i l l  re- 
member t h a t  J e sus  said He i s  t h e  v ine  and each follow- 
er a branch (John 15). When a branch is  cut  o f f  from 
i ts  v ine ,  t h a t  branch d i e s  because i t  is  cut  o f f  from 
i t s  l i f e -g iv ing  sap. It i s  the  sap within it t h a t  

in our phys ica l  bodies,  
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gives it l i f e  and makes i t  f ru i t fu l .  In somewhat the 
same way the Holy Spirat within us gives us spirltual 
l i f e  and makes us f ru i t fu l .  

Remember that i f  a person does not possess the 
S p i r i t ,  it is because he i s  not a chi ld of God (Rm. 
8 : 9 )  

1 .  
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. ' 

6 .  

7. 
8. 

QUESTIONS 

what 2 blessings are p d s e d  izl Acts 2 ~ 3 8 1  
What do saw errrrtleously teach the gift of the Holy Spirit 
to be? 
Cite a verse h which we are definitely p d s e d  the Holy Spirit 
Hkdself. 
Zn what 2 ways do we 
in our bodies? 
In what 2 similar ways do we know ne have the Holy Spirit? 
Can wle €eel either our m spirit or the Holy Spirit as prwf 
that we have them? 
How does E$. 6 show that we need divine help in Our lives? 
The imkdling Moly spirit is to the firistian's life like 

we hwe our m itadividual spirit 

a 

is t o  a tree. 
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1 "There are verses re la t ing  t o  t h e  
Holy S p i r i t  t h a t  r a i s e  SOME! questions. One i s  
Acts 9:97 in which Ananias sa id ,  'Brother 
Saul  t h e  hard, even Jesus t h a t  appeared 
unto thee i n  t h e  way a s  thou camest, hath 
sent me, t h a t  t h o u  mightest rece ive  thy 
s i g h t ,  and be filled w i t h  t h e  I-loly S p i r i t . '  
We know he laid h is  hands on Saul even 
though Ananias was not  an apostle. T h i s  i s  
e i t h e r  a c o n t r a d i c t i o n  of wh8.t we have nor- 
mally he ld  ( t h a t  the powers a f  t h e  Holy 
Spirit were conferred only  by the  lay-ing 

t i o n a l  case, Wh-ich i s  i t?" 
on of  APOSTLESi hands) i t  .is an excep- 

Actual ly  n e i t h e r .  Everything involved can be 
shown t o  be i n  harmony with what w e  have believed and 
preached about t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  L e t  11s 1-ook at Anani- 
as's coming t o  Saul.  

A. Ananias stated t h e  two purposes f a r  which he 
came: (1) t h a t  Saul might receive h i s  s i g h t  (whEch he 
had been without f o r  t h ree  days ) ;  and (2) that Saul 
might receive t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  Now what two th ings  d i d  
Ananias do t o  Saul t o  br ing him these two blessings? 
(1) H e  l a i d  h i s  hands on Saul--this res tored  him h i s  
s i g h t  (Ac t s  9:4.2). (2 )  H e  baptized Saul--by this he 
received t h e  indwelling Holy S p i r i t ,  t h e  way and t h e  
t i m e  t h a t  converts  receive t h e  Holy S p i r i t  [Acts 2:38, 

B. There are various ways Ananias could have 
s t a t e d  h i s  second purpose i n  coming, H e  could have 
sa id ,  "I am come t h a t  you might receive t h e  forgive- 
ness  of your s in s ; "  o r ,  "That you might becone a c h i l d  
of God;" o r ,  "That you might be saved;" o r ,  "'That yous 
name might be wr i t ten  i n  heaven;" o r  as Ananias d i d  
state i t ,  "That you might receive t h e  Holy S p i r i t , "  
When one i s  baptized, a l l  these things take p l ace .  

39) a 
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Thus, a l l  of them are important,  and each of them 
might be used by a preacher i n  h i s  remarks t o  those  he  
i s  about t o  bapt ize .  

To summarize, when Ananias l a i d  h i s  hands on Saul  
he received h i s  s i g h t ,  and when he  bapt ized him Saul  
received t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  thus  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  two-fold 
purpose of h i s  coming t o  Saul  and a t  t h e  same t i m e  ty -  
ing i n  the two b less ings  Saul received wi th  t h e  two 
th ings  Ananias d id  t o  him. 

2. "We have always taught t h a t  people 
receive the Holy Spi r i t  when baptized and not  
by praying for tha t  g i f t .  Bu t  what do we say 
when Pentecostals and Charismatics c i t e  Luke 
11:13 ( ' I f  ye then, being ev i l ,  know how t o  
give good g i f t s  unto  your children; how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spi r i t  t o  them t h a t  ask hirn?')?l1 

There are two ways Je sus '  s ta tement  might be ta- 
ken both of which are harmonious wi th  what we t each  a- 
bout t he  Holy S p i r i t ,  

A .  Even though the  a p o s t l e s  and t hose  w i t h  whom 
they were assembling i n  Acts 4 were possessors  of t h e  
Holy S p i r i t ,  ve rw 31 s t i l l  says,  "When they had 
prayed, t he  p lace  was shaken where they were ase=mbled 
together;  and they were a l l  f i l l e d  wi th  the Holy 
S p i r i t  from baptism, but  they were s t i l l  urged t o  be 
" f i l l e d  wi th  t h e  S p i r i t "  (Eph, 5:18). This  s t i r r i n g  up 
of t he  S p i r i t  wi th in  them l ike  one would stir up a 
f i r e  t h a t  i s  a l ready  burning is  connected w i t h  prayer .  
This  could be one f u l f i l l m e n t  of Luke 11:13, 

is equal ly  an  a p p l i c a t i o n  
of Luke 11: 13-maybe even more SO. Have you' no t i ced  t o  
whom Jesus was  speaking i n  Luke 11:13? I n  verse 1. the 
apos t l e s  requested t h a t  He teach  them t o  pray.  This  i s  
what ca l l ed  f o r t h  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  teaching  on prayer  
t h a t  closed with t h i s  s p e c i a l  promise. I f  you nil1 

B, Another p o s s i b i l i t y  
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m a d  both Matt. 7:7-11 and Luke 11~9-13, you w i l l  see 
t h a t  i n  both instances H e  taught t h a t  prayers  will be 
answered, and H e  used the  same i l l u s t r a t i o n s  i n  both 
passages. But t h e  f i n a l  verees  (Matt, 7:11 and Luke 
11:13) were d i f f e r e n t ,  To the  mult i tude ( H i s  audience 
i n  Matt. 7 : l l )  H e  said,  "If ye then, being evil, know 
Bow t o  g ive  good g i f t s  unto your chi ldren,  how much 
more s h a l l  your Father which is in heaven give good 
thSngs t o  them t h a t  ask him?" while  t o  the a p o s t l e s  An 
Luke 11:13 H e  s a id ,  "How much more s h a l l  your heaven- 
l y  Father  give t h e  Holy S p i r i t  t o  them t h a t  ask  hlm?" 
Later i n  H i s  min is t ry  Jesus spoke more and more t o  H i s  
apos t l e s  about t h e  Holy S p i r i t ' s  coming upon them. 
Following His departure  from them they were t o  t a r r y  
i n  Jerusalem t o  await t he  Holy S p i r i t ' s  coming a k e '  
2 4 : 4 9 ;  Acts 1:8). What d id  they do i n  those days of 
waiting? "When they were come i n ,  they went up i n t o  an 
upper room...These a l l  continued with one accord i n  
prayer  and supplication" (Acts 1: 13,14) In t h i s  view- 
po in t  the  praying i n  Acts 1:13,14 and t h e  coming of 
t h e  Holy S p i r i t  upon them i n  Acts 2 combine f o r  a ful- 
f i l lmen t  of Luke 11:13. 

i s  not meant t o  deny 
t h e  means of receiving t h e  Holy S p i r i t  as set f o r t h  i n  
Acts 2:38,39. Furthermore we see no apos t l e  teaching 
an a l i e n  sianer t o  ge t  down on h i s  knees and pray that 
he might rece ive  the  Holy S p i r i t .  

We are su re  t h a t  Luke 11:13 

3 .  "Another verse that  most o f  us could 
use some l igh t  on i s  Mark 16:17, where Jesus 
said, 'These signs shall follow them tha t  be-* 
l i eve . '  Wouldn't them t h a t  believe include. ! 

more t h a n  the apostles?" 

A. L e t  us no t ice  again t h a t  only the  apos t l e s  
were present  when t h i s  promise was made. It was t o  
them t h a t  Jesus sa id ,  "These signs s h a l l  fol low them 
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that bel teve,"  Had any of them ever f a i l e d  eo perform 
a miracle because of a l a c k  of f a i t h ?  Yes (see Matt. 
27:24-20) .  So i n  giving them t h e i r  f i n a l  o r d e r s  be fo re  
H i s  ascension Jesus reminded them that such power 
would follow only t h e  l abor s  of those  who be l i eved ,  

B ,  The need f o r  Jesus  t o  emphasize t h i s  t o  them 
a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  is seen i n  t h e  earlier verses 
of t h i s  very  chapter (Mark 16). Verse 11 shows t h a t  
when Mary Magdalene repor ted  t o  t h e  a p o s t l e s  that Je- 
sus was resur rec ted ,  they d id  n o t  believe, and in ver- 
ses 12 and 13 when the  two Enrmaus men r epor t ed  to  them 
t h a t  they had seen Jesus t h e  a p o s t l e s  d idn ' t  b e l i e v e  
them e i t h e r .  So when Jesus  f i r s t  appeared t o  the apos- 
tles, verse 14  says  He '!upbraided them with their un- 
be l i e f  and hardness of hear t" .  Now can't you see why 
Jesus made p a r t i c u l a r  mention of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i f  they 
were going t o  perform miracles they  must be l i eve?  

C ,  This  promise i n  Mark 16:17 either means that 
every be l iever  is t o  work miracles, o r  the promise is 
confined t o  those present  (given t o  t e l l  them on what 
condi t ion they would be allowed to  perform miracles). 
The f i r s t  cannot be t r u e  (according t o  I Cow. 12:29, 
30) while the latter p o s i t i o n  is (accordlng t o  w h a t  we 
have jus t  considered).  

QUESTIONS 
1. For what 2 ptrposes did M a s  go to Saul? 
2. What 2 things did Ananias do to  Saul to fulfill those 2 plrposes 
3. Khat are the 2 pssible understandings of Luke 11:13? 
4. klhy doesn't Mark 16: I7 mean that every believer is to work 

miracles? 
5 .  why did the apostLes need Jesus to emphasize the faith-aspect 

of working miracles? 
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Why we Suf fer  

1, "When a person gets sick, some pes- 
p l e  say i t  was j u s t  t o  be; others say he has 
done something wrong; s t i l l  others say s i n  
had noth ing . to  do w i th  it. How about i t? 

This  is  a b i g  question, a quest ion t h a t  many peo- 
p l e  are consider ing today. There are d i f f e r e n t  reasons 
why people may be suf fer ing ,  

A. Sometimes it  may be due t o  s i n ,  
B. Other times it is  n o t ,  

2. "What would be some examlles of a 
person su f fe r ing  because of s in?  

A. Drinking can br ing  on many n a t u r a l  a f f l i c -  

B. So can the use of tobacco. 
c. Beneieal  and similar d i seases  o f t en  come upon 

D. One who g e t s  i n t o  a f i s t  f i g h t  may end up w i t h  

E. Another way t o  s u f f e r  because of one 's  sins is  

t ions .  

those who have no t  behaved themselves morally. 

br5,iar nose broken. 

when God sees f i t  t o  chasten i n  a physical  way. 

3. "Well why would a person suffer when 
he or she has committed no s in  t o  bring it on?" 

A. He might s u f f e r  as a r e s u l t  of a mistake he 
made ( h i t t i n g  his  f i n g e r  with a hammer, s tepping out 
i n  f r o n t  of a car unwitt ingly,  dr inking poison by ac- 
c ident ,  etc.) .  All these would be mistakes but  no t  
s i n s .  

B. He might s u f f e r  because of t he  mistakes of 
o the r s  (being s t ruck  by a r eck le s s  dr iver ,  having a 
doctor  g ive  him t h e  wrong medicine, a c h i l d ' s  hea l th  
a f f ec t ed  because h i s  mother did no t  take care of her- 
s e l f  while car ry ing  him before b i r t h ,  e t c . ) .  
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C, He might s u f f e r  a e  a r e s u l t  of t h e  s h s  of 
o the r s  (an innocent: man being s tabbed by a wicked per- 
son, a drunken fathw beat ing  h i s  wife  or ch i ld ren ,  
e t c . ) .  

4, "Isn't it wrong that we are called on 
to suf fer  because of t he  sins and mistakes o f  
others?" 

A ,  When God put  l i f e  on t h e  e a r t h ,  H e  could have 
put every person on an  i s l and  by himself so  t h a t  every  
person would have a s o r t  of Robinson Crusoe ex is tence .  
Instead He set up l i f e  on t h e  e a r t h  i n  which people 
l i v e  together ,  

B. It is t r u e  t h a t  t h i s  l i v i n g  toge ther  b r ings  a 
Eew misfortunes t o  us, but those  misfor tunes caused by 
o the r s  are f a r  outweighed by the b le s s ings  we d e r i v e  
from l i v i n g  among others .  You sit down t o  eat your 
breakfas t ,  but t he  orange j u i c e  you d r i n k  was r a i s e d ,  
processed, and t ransported t o  you--by o the r s .  The ce- 
rea l  you eat, you d idn ' t  grow t h e  wheat f o r  i t ,  You 
d idn ' t  grow the  sugar You d i d n ' t  
produce the  milk on i t .  You d i d n ' t  make t h e  bowl you 
eat out of nor t he  t a b l e  you eat from nor  the c h a i r  
you axe s i t t i n g  on while e a t i n g .  It i s  t r u e  you had t o  
buy these  things,  but  i f  o t h e r s  d i d n ' t  l i ve  and pro- 
duce and manufacture these  products ,  you couldn ' t  buy 
them 

C .  Yes, we s u f f e r  sometimes because of o t h e r s ,  
but we bene f i t  so much more because of o the r s .  Would- 
n ' t  you r a t h e r  l ive among people  and occas iona l ly  have 
t o  s u f f e r  some because of them than  t o  be shipped off 
to some remote i s l and  t o  live by yourself  where you 
would never su f fe r  because o f  o the r s?  Wouldn't you? 

t h a t  you pu t  on it. 
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5 .  "Isn't some suffering more or less 1 

natural? Isn't some sickness just a part o f  
l i f e  and i n  no special way traceable t o  any- 
thing or anybody?" 

There are a t  least th ree  ways i n  which general  
su f f e r ing  may not  i nd ica t e  any s i n  on our p a r t  o r  on 
t h e  p a r t  of anybody else: 

A .  The human race is not  as s t rong nor  as long- 
l i ved  as i t  once was, We are a l l  mortal  i n  our  bodies, 
and anything subjec t  t o  death i s  s u r e l y  sub jec t  t o  
su f fe r ing  before  death. No doubt we s u f f e r  at times 
j u s t  because we are human. 

B. Then the re  are those catastrophes that h i t  and 
leave much general  suf fe r ing  behind such as f loods,  
f i r e s ,  tornadoes, and epidemics. 

C. F ina l ly  the re  is su f fe r ing  t h a t  comes because 
of t h e  invar iab leness  of na ture ,  For ins tance ,  there 
is t h e  l a w  of grav i ty .  What a blessing i t  is, ye t  eve- 
r y  i n j u r y  from f a l l i n g  is  a r e s u l t  of t h a t  invariable 
l a w  of na ture .  the  l a w  of grav i ty  of f  
and on j u s t  t o  su i t  whatever w i l l  be b e s t  f o r  u s  a t  
t h e  t i m e .  It works a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  and we must cooperate 
with it. Otherwise we w i l l  s u f f e r ,  Again, water seeks 
i t s  own level,  What a b less ing  t h a t  i t  does: Otherwise 
a f t e r  a ra€n a farmer would not  ge t  i n t o  his f i e l d  i n  
t h e  springtime t o  put  i n  h i s  crop. Every b i t  of water 
t h a t  f e l l  would l i e  u n t i l  i t  a l l  
evaporated,  Because water seeks i t s  own level consis- 
t e n t l y  i s  why we have f loods t h a t  can cause such dam- 
age and su f fe r ing .  Then God has created t h e  sense of 
pain i n  our  phys ica l  bodies,  and because of this we 
know what s u f f e r i n g  is, On a l l  these  th ings  l e t  u s  re- 
a l i z e  t h a t  b l e s s ings  come t o  us because of t h e i n v a r -  
i ab leness  of na ture .  I f  Gad would suspend the law of 
grav i ty ,  t he  food we are about t o  eat would fly off  
our t ab l e .  I f  water d idn ' t  seek i ts  own level, our 
power p l a n t s  on t h e  r i v e r s  would not  give us  our con- 

We cannot tu rn  

r i g h t  where i t  f e l l  
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etmt flow of e l e c t r i c i t y ,  I f  God hadn't given us a 
sense o f  pain,  i t  wouldn't be long u n t i l  t h e  human 
family would be extinguished. For in s t ance ,  one would 
have h i s  hand on a stove t h a t  is h o t ,  and i t  could 
burn off before  he knew i t  i f  he had no sense of pa in  
t o  t e l l  him t o  remove h i s  hand immediately. H e  g e t s  
t i r e d  and f e e l s  h i s  need of s l e e p  and rest, I f  h e  were 
not  so cone t i tu t ed ,  he would keep going and going and 
going without i n  need of re- 
fue l ing  h i s  s t r eng th  and ene rg ie s  through rest t h a t  he 
would k i l l  himself o f f .  

t h i s  is indeed a b i g  
subjeet. The above material does no t  answer every th ing  
about it, but  i t  does shed some rays of l i g h t  upon i t .  

any warning t h a t  he was 

As w e  s t a t e d  at the  o u t s e t ,  

QUESTIONS 
1. what different views are held w i t h  reference to *y people 

suffer? 
2. Cite exanpiles of suffering resulting frm sinning. 
3. Cite exmples of suffering because of me's own mistakes. 
4. Cite examples of suffering because of the mistakes of others. 
5. Why should ve suffer SUE because of the mistakes of others? 
6, Show that some suffering is just natural. 
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1 .  "Is it  a tragedy t o  get old?" 

A. This  is  t h e  view of t h e  world, and we can see 
why. The unsaved a r e  walking by s ight  and not  by 
f a i t h ,  and from a l l  appearances t h e r e  is very l i t t l e  
l e f t  f o r  them. All they can say is, "The e v i l  days 
have come, and I have no p leasure  i n  them" (compare 
Eccl, 12: l ) .  And they have no hope f o r  e t e r n i t y .  

B. But o l d  age i s  not a tragedy t o  the  Chr i s t i an ,  
f o r  he looks a t  everything d i f f e r e n t l y ,  walking by 
f a i t h  and not  by s i g h t  (I1 Cor. 5:7) .  Paul  d i d  not  
f e a r  death but r ea l i zed  t h a t  t o  d i e  was t o  depar t  and 
be with t h e  Lord which he knew t o  be far be t ter  than 
remaining i n  t h i s  l i f e  (see P h i l .  1:21,23). Especial ly  
i n  view of t h i s ,  "the path of the  j u s t  i s  as t h e  shin-  
i n g  l i g h t ,  t h a t  sh ine th  more and more unto t h e  pe r fec t  
day" (Prov, 4: 18) . 

2. "Does old age have any compensations?" 

A. The compensation of honor and respect .  Prov. 
16:31 says,  "The hoary head (white h a i r )  i s  a crown of 
glory,  i f  i t  be found i n  t h e  way of righteousness. ' '  
Old age i s  not  something t o  fear unless one i s  not 
r i g h t  with God. Older age br ings  a c e r t a i n  community- 
r e spec t  because of having dwelt honorably i n  i t  for  so 
long. Good people seem t o  g e t  b e t t e r  with t h e  advance- 
ment of age. It is a g rea t  honor t o  be  a r igh teous  
o lde r  person. On t h e  other  hand t h e r e  is  nothing more 
d i sgus t ing  than a wicked o lder  person: hard-hearted, 
foul language, tobacco-chewer, e t c .  Nobody has respec t  
f o r  such a person, and but few tears are  shed when he 
d i e s  

B. The compensation of grandchildren and g r e a t  
grandchildren. Prov. 17: 6 says,  "Children's ch i ld ren  
(grandchildren) are t h e  crown of o l d  men." Jacob, so 
aged i n  Egypt, r e jo i ced  t h a t  God had permitted him t o  
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l ive  t o  see Joseph 's  ch i ldren  (Gen. 48:  11) Children 
dear ly  love t o  go t o  t h e i r  grandparents,  and grand- 
parents  are usua l ly  as fond o f  them un les s  they are 
too undiaclpl ined,  noisy,  and d e s t r u c t i v e ,  

C. The compensation of r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  Thei r  memory 
can reach clear back t o  childhood, and they enjoy 
t a lk ing  of olden times, Younger people need t o  be more 
pa t ien t  with t h e  reminiscing of o lde r  people.  Youth 
w i l l  do w e l l  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  experiences and advice 
of older  people. You w i l l  remember t h a t  o lde r  men gave 
Rehoboam sound advice t h a t  he d i d  n o t  accept ,  and t h e  
kingdom divided immediately (I Kings 12:6-8). 

3 .  "Is i t  hard t o  w i n  older people t o  
Chr is t?"  

It i s  a proven f a c t  t h a t  very few o l d e r  people 
ever accept  t he  Lord, You would th ink  t h e  nearer a 
person draws t o  e t e r n i t y  t h e  easier i t  would be t o  
touch him f o r  Chr is t .  But such is  not  u sua l ly  t h e  
case, People become set i n  t h e i r  ways and bound t o  
t h e i r  ideas ,  People g e t  t i r e d  mental ly  and emotional ly  
as w e l l  as physical ly .  This  o f t e n  accounts for t h e  
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  reaching them. How we should r e j o i c e  
when we see an o lde r  person t u r n  t o  t h e  Lord, and oc- 
cas iona l ly  some do. 

4. "What advice i s  there for dealing w i t h  
an 01 der person?" 

t 

I. Tim.  5 : l  says,  "Rebuke n o t  an e l d e r ,  but  in- 
treat him as a father ."  A study of t h e  f i r s t  two WE- 
ses of t h i s  chapter w i l l  show t h a t  it is  t a l k i n g  about 
an older  man and not  t he  o f f i c e  of e l d e r .  It says  n o t  
t o  dea l  i n  a rebuking way but  i n  
an en t r ea t ing  way, Experience has  proven t h e  r i g h t n e s s  
of t h i s  d iv ine  psychology, which i t  is. One w i l l  sel- 
dom ge t  very far w i t h  an o l d e r  person adminis te r ing  an 

w i t h  an e l d e r l y  man 
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o u t r i g h t  rebuke, but t o  s i t  down and entreat him w i l l  
o f t e n  go very f a r  toward t h e  des i red  r e s u l t s .  Married 
ch i ld ren  keeping an e l d e r l y  f a t h e r  i n  the home need t o  
keep t h i s  i n  mind. And preachers and other  personal  
workers need t o  keep t h i s  i n  mind a l so .  

5. "What about the a1 1 -too-connnon ten- 
dency of children to  neglect the needs o f  
the i r  aged parents?" 

Nothing too stern can be s a i d  about i t .  It is a 
p r a c t i c e  cont ra ry  t o  t h e  teachings of Chr i s t i an i ty .  
Often the re  comes t h a t  t i m e  in l i f e  when the  o lde r  
must look t o  the  younger generat ion f o r  care .  When a- 
ged parents  need f i n a n c i a l  ass i s tance ,  one i s  a c t u a l l y  
a denier  of t h e  f a i t h  who w i l l  no t  provide f o r  h i s  
om. Th i s  is t he  very  s e t t i n g  of I Tim. 5:8. Children 
are t o  "requite" (pay back) t h e i r  parents and thereby 
show "piety" ( re l ig ion)  a t  home (I Tim. 5 : 4 ) .  Children 
ought t o  do everything i n  t h e i r  power t o  make t h e i r  
paren ts '  last  years easy and happy. Children w i l l  bor- 
row money t o  buy a new car o r  to  go on a vacat ion but  
may not  borrow the  money t o  add an ex t r a  room on t o  
t h e i r  house t o  make room f o r  an aged mother o r  f a t h e r .  
This is no t  r i g h t ,  The Phar i sees  f e l l  under a severe 
condemnation of J e sus  because they would not  take care 
of t h e i r  paren ts  (Matt. 15:4-7). If  parents  p re fe r  go- 
ing  t o  a rest  home or a nursing home fo r  t h e i r  last 
years ,  t h a t  i s  a l l  r i g h t ,  but  some of them p re fe r  mak- 
ing t h e i r  home with t h e i r  ch i ldren  when they can no 
longer take care of themselves, and the re  are too many 
cases where ch i ldren  j u s t  don ' t  want t o  be bothered 
wi th  o lde r  people, so they sh ip  them off agains t  t h e i r  
wishes. But even before parents  g e t . t o  such an age, 
ch i ldren  o f t en  neglec t  them by not  wr i t ing  t o  them 
regu la r ly  and by not  going t o  see them. They go o ther  
places ,  but they do not  go see t h e i r  aged parents .  
They keep books on t h e i r  business,  but  they dan ' t  
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w r i t e  a letter home. Such is heartless and inconsider- 
ate, and we can but say t h a t  the time may came when 
they too  w i l l  be o l d  and will be treated the Same way 
by their  own children, Then they w i l l  realize what ;M 

injustice their thoughtlessness did  to t he i r  OWD pat- 
ents years before, 

QIJESTIOBS 

1.  what is the attitude of the w l d  about getting old? 
2. 
3. What are EXXW carqpensations for getting older? 
4 .  rJny is it harder to win older people to Christ? 
5. Elaw are VE to deal w i t h  an older person? 
6 .  What does the Bible say about neglecting aged parents? 

V Wnat makes a Cbhriscian's viewpdnt of old age different? 
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