ARM Prison Outreach International

"Ministers’ Minute" Volume V Number 2

The People's Choice -- A Heaven-sent Hope!

This "Ministers' Minute" is the 2nd email of 2006 in a series of messages that ARM is sending as
an encouragement to preachers and Christian workers around the world. This message was
written and preached by Gary Arthur Kins. It lifts up Christ Jesus as "The People's Choice." It
is my prayer that this message will encourage you and those you teach.

May God bless your labors! -- Rod Farthing, Development Director

The People's Choice -- A Heaven-sent Hope!

"As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful searches and
inquiries, seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the
sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow." | Peter 1:10,11

Introduction:

1. Politics & Politicians - Acts like kids choosing sides for a sandlot ball game. "Pick me Pick
me!" "I'm better than him!"

2. Wishy washy Politicians - Stand for nothing & everything - stand on both sides of every
issue.

"Was the baptism of John from heaven, or from men? Answer Me." "They began reasoning among themselves,
saying, "If we say, 'From heaven,’ He will say, 'Then why did you not believe him?' "But shall we say, 'From men'?" --
they were afraid of the people, for everyone considered John to have been a real prophet. Answering Jesus, they
said, "We do not know." And Jesus said to them, "Nor will | tell you by what authority | do these things." Mark 11:30-
33

3. Muckraking, Mudslinging Politicians - Resort to lies, slander, and false witnesses.

"Then they secretly induced men to say, "We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and against
God." And they stirred up the people, the elders and the scribes, and they came up to him and dragged him away
and brought him before the Council. They put forward false witnesses who said, "This man incessantly speaks
against this holy place and the Law;" Acts 6:11-13

4. Murderous Politicians - Will resort to supporting killing of innocents if it pleases the people.
"Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on some who belonged to the church in order to mistreat them. And

he had James the brother of John put to death with a sword. When he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to
arrest Peter also." Acts 12:1-3

5. Then we have the People’s Party Candidate - Jesus of Nazareth, Prince of Peace, King of
kings, Lord of lords. He is the Anointed One and the only begotten Son of the Living God.

6. Let's examine some reasons why we should choose the People's Party Candidate.



I. Qualifications of the People's Choice Candidate

1. Humble Beginning — Humble birth, Humble life, Humble death, Glorious resurrection.

"Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did
not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being
made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross. For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name
which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.” Philippians 2:5—11

2. Homespun Education - Home and church schooled - "astounded the big city teachers"

"The Child continued to grow and become strong, increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him." Luke
2:40

3. Honesty - Absolute integrity - Truth is His Name - Truth is His game (Polls don't change Him)

"And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the
Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14

"And they sent their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that You are truthful and
teach the way of God in truth, and defer to no one; for You are not partial to any." Matthew 22:16

"Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me." John
14:6

4. Holy sinless — No hidden skeletons in his closet. - Touched with our weakness tempted w/o
sin.

"For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all
things as we are, yet without sin.” Hebrews 4:15

5. Helper of the needy — Never met a person with a need that He didn't try to meet.

"the spirit of the lord is upon me, because he anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor. he has sent me to
proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who are oppressed... Luke 4:18

6. Harmony - Bridges the gap between all parties - No respecter of persons or personalities.

"Opening his mouth, Peter said: "I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality,but in every
nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is welcome to Him. "The word which He sent to the sons of
Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all) -- you yourselves know the thing which took place
throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed. "You know of Jesus of
Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him." Acts 10:34-38

"Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision” by the so-called
"Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by human hands -- remember that you were at that time separate
from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope
and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the
blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the
dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so
that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace." Ephesians 2:11-15

7. Health — He is in perfect health - The reports of His death have been greatly exaggerated!

"Then | turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned | saw seven golden lampstands; and
in the middle of the lampstands | saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across



His chest with a golden sash. His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a
flame of fire. His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like
the sound of many waters. In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged
sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. When | saw Him, | fell at His feet like a dead man. And
He placed His right hand on me, saying, "Do not be afraid; | am the first and the last, and the living One; and | was
dead, and behold, | am alive forevermore, and | have the keys of death and of Hades." Revelation 1:12-18

"Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make
intercession for them." Hebrews 7:25

Il. Platform of the People's Party Candidate

1. Civil Rights — Whosoever will may come

"I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. | am the root and the descendant of
David, the bright moming star." The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And
let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost." Revelation 22:17,18

" For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs
according to promise." Galatians 3:26-29

2. Peace Program — Peace treaty that stands the test of time.

"Peace | leave with you; My peace | give to you; not as the world gives do | give to you. Do not let your heart be
troubled, nor let it be fearful." John 14:27

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:6,7

3. Defense & Labor - Fair to all - preferential to none.

"The LORD is my strength and my shield; My heart trusts in Him, and | am helped; Therefore my heart exults, And
with my song | shall thank Him. The LORD is their strength, And He is a saving defense to His anointed. Save Your
people and bless Your inheritance; Be their shepherd also, and carry them forever.”" Psalm 28:7-9

" Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. For our
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore, take up the full armor of God,
so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand firm therefore,
having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet
with the preparation of the gospel of peace; in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able
to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God. With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the
alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints," Ephesians 6:11-18

"Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and | will give you rest. "Take My yoke upon you and learmn from
Me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS. "For My yoke is easy and
My burden is light." Matthew 11:28-30

4. Ecology - Protect, Preserve & Provide

"God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. God
blessed them; and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” Then God said,
"Behold, | have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree which has
fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you,; and to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky and to every
thing that moves on the earth which has life, | have given every green plant for food"; and it was so. God saw all that



He had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was moming, the sixth day." Genesis
1:28,31

"For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be
revealed to us. For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. For the
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself
also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know
that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. And not only this, but also we
ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our
adoption as sons, the redemption of our body." Romans 8:18-23

5. Health, Education & Welfare - Whole don't need a doctor but they do need to aid the needy.

"Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world. ‘'For | was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; | was thirsty, and you
gave Me something to drink; | was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; | was sick, and
you visited Me; | was in prison, and you came to Me.' "Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see
You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink? 'And when did we see You a stranger, and
invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? 'When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?' "The King will
answer and say to them, 'Truly | say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the
least of them, you did it to Me." Matthew 25:34-40

"teaching them to observe all that | commanded you, and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age."
Matthew 28:20

" What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him? If a
brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed
and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it
has no works, is dead, being by itself." James 2:14-17

" But whoever has the world's goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the
love of God abide in him? Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth." 1 John
3:17,18

6. Economic Policy - If you place this candidate in charge of your life, all will be provided for.

"for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. "The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is
clear, your whole body will be full of light. "But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the
light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. "For
this reason | say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your
body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? "Look at the birds of
the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
worth much more than they? "And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? "And why are you
worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, yet | say to you that
not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. "But if God so clothes the grass of the field,
which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith!
"Do not worry then, saying, What will we eat?' or What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?' "For the
Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. "But seek first
His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. "So do not worry about tomorrow; for
tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own." Matthew 6:21-34

"And He said to them, "Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's."
Luke 20:25

"But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever." | Timothy 5:8

7. Foreign Policy — Every person, every ethnic group is precious to God.

"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the



Holy Spirit," Matthew 28:19

Let love of the brethren continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained
angels without knowing it. Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated,
since you yourselves also are in the body. " Hebrews 13:1-3

Conclusion:

1. People’s Party candidate has no equal anywhere. He is out of this world.

2. Some votes cast already. Many have voted yes, many voted no, some undecided.
3. Who will you choose?

"Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one
whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?" Romans 6:16

4. How to cast your ballot:

Know His qualifications & your need

Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book;
but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you

may have life in His name." John 20:30,31

Commit yourself to a lifetime of obedience —

"He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God
abides on him." John 3:36

Turn from sin & self and receive hope & holiness —

"Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. "For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are
far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself." Acts 2:38

Get active in the campaign till the final trumpet blows!

" And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. "He who has believed and has
been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned." Mark 16:15

5. The People's Candidate of real choice is Jesus.

I's personal. The ballot must be cast by you -- and YOU ALONE!

"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but
have etemal life. "For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved
through Him. "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he
has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God." John 3:16,17

Only you can choose —

"And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse
generation!" Acts 2:40

"Elijah came near to all the people and said, "How long will you hesitate between two
opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him." But the people did not



answer him a word.” 1 Kings 18:13



